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Bridge to Somewhere											
Cross the 200-foot, steel-truss bridge from the Wolf River Greenway and enter the many habitats of Shelby Farms Park – forests and water features,
paved and primitive trails, an expansive dog park and fanciful children’s playground, even a buffalo herd. The Heart of the Park Enhancement,
expected to be complete in 2016, is creating a new centerpiece for the 4,500-acre Mid-South treasure. Read about the improvements and how
alumni have contributed to the vision, financing, and construction of one of the largest urban parks in the country on page 8.
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FROM THE EDITOR

Andrew Payne

I don’t remember the specifics.
I recall the guest speaker made
some provocative statements
about the rise of labor unions in post-WWII America.
That’s about it. But I do call to mind one thing for certain:
It was my first real impression of Memphis University
School.
I was hired to be the director of communications about
three years ago. This Alabama native and longtime Atlanta
resident had never set foot on even one of the historic 94
acres until my interview with Mr. Perry Dement and the
subsequent follow-up with Mr. Ellis Haguewood.
And there I was, standing in the back of the room, on a
cold February morning during my first Wednesday chapel.
At the question-and-answer portion of the presentation,
I saw dozens of hands in the air before the speaker could
even finish her invitation. I thought, “Well … I’ll be.
That’s something. Not only are they paying attention,
they’re eager to engage.”
She called on one student in the senior section – not
that I knew it was “the senior section” at the time. The
details of his query escape me. But I can see him in my
mind’s eye and hear how deferential he was in asking
a pointed, insightful, and disarming question of the
presenter, like he was a guest host on Firing Line.
Then it happened.
Once the boy finished his question, and before the
speaker was able to answer, the entire chapel was filled
with rolling, non-confrontational applause – the kind of
restrained ovation you’d hear on a late-Friday round in
April at Augusta National when Larry Mize saves par at
Fire Thorn.
I was instinctively comforted by the sound of the
chapel golf-clap in response to the logical and academic
merits of a question well posed – though I had no prior,
similar experience with which to compare. The only times
my assembled high school classmates ever clapped were
during pep rallies and whenever somebody dropped a tray
in the cafeteria.

An impression was made on your unassuming
correspondent. It was my first real impression of MUS,
and nothing I saw or heard in the following three years
did much to change it. I knew then I was in a special
place. I was in a room full of outliers, if you’ll excuse the
oxymoron and the shameless plug for a book I would love
to write that answers the question of how it is that MUS
students not only perpetually succeed but excel. Though
almost a thousand pages long, A Room Full of Outliers
would have only three chapters, entitled “Tradition,”
“Culture,” and “Leadership.”
An MUS diploma isn’t a hall pass to the corner office
of a Fortune 100 company. It doesn’t allow you to skip the
bar exam. It will not counsel you from the wall of your
study on how to navigate your personal hurdles or to solve
a complex problem in your own home, your community,
state, or country. It’s a piece of paper. Nothing more. But,
so is a hundred dollar bill. And I suppose that both can be
used to make and effect change.
As you will find in the pages of your magazine, much
like all the other issues of MUS Today that have preceded
this one, you are the ones who began and continue the
traditions of MUS. You have benefitted from and supported the school’s unique culture. And your leadership is
paving the ways for generations of young men of strong
moral character to follow.
You set the table for that gentleman-senior’s chapel
challenge and the heartening outward support of his
classmates that followed. I thank you for making such
an indelible impression upon me. I am grateful to you all
for inviting me in and welcoming me for these three
years, and I am honored to have served you in a few 		
humble ways.
					Thank you,
					
Andrew Payne
Editor’s Note: We commend Andrew on his service to
MUS, and we wish him well in his endeavors at Payne
Advertising.
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Sky-High
Surgeon
Dr. Charles Frankum ’86 Flies Across the Plains to Meet his Patients
by Tom Swick
MUS TODAY – SPRING 2015
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F

our days a week Charles
Frankum ’86 leaves his
home in Denver and flies his
Cirrus SR22 to a hospital
on the Plains, one of nine
small-town medical centers
where he performs surgery. On his busiest
day he flies to two hospitals – after waking
up at 3:45 a.m. Sometimes, depending
on the season, he’ll stay over to do some
hunting, fishing, or kiteboarding.
“He’s got a lot of energy, that boy,” said
Lynn Dunford, a certified registered nurse
anesthetist in Garden City, KS, who has
worked with Frankum for about nine years.
It’s not the life he imagined growing up
in Memphis, though his father was a general
surgeon. At Memphis University School he
received “a great education” as well as the
knowledge that “I was not the smartest guy
in the bunch,” he added laughing. “MUS
had an enormous impact on my overall
life, just with who I am and how I roll.”
He attended Washington and Lee
University in Virginia, where he studied
economics. The idea was to go into business, until one day his father told him that
if he went into medicine he would never
have a boss. He went into medicine.
In the summer he and his friends
would drive out West to go fly fishing.

When his residency ended,
Frankum was looking for a change. “I
just felt like I needed to be somewhere
different,” he said. And he was drawn
to the West. “What I love about it now
is the general air of openness. Great
weather. Oh my God, I love it out here.”
And then there are the people of
the Plains, his patients. “They’re just an
unusual breed,” he said. “They’re really
the last cowboys. They don’t spend one
second complaining. And they don’t
have any interest in what you’ve got.
They don’t want to come to Denver.
“They’re common-sense, hardy people.
You know, they look out their window and
it’s foggy, well, they know you’re probably
going to be running late. They’re just good
people. They never tell you the coffee’s not
hot enough. And they never come to see
you unless they really have a problem.”
They often wait until the slow
season. “My busiest time,” the surgeon
said, “is between the corn harvest and
calving.” That’s December and January.
Frankum’s parents both came
from rural backgrounds – father
from Arkansas, mother from Mississippi – which helps him relate.
“I was impressed by his attitude,”
said Gary Kliewer, a nurse anesthetist

“I don’t consider myself a rural
doctor, or a country doctor,” he said, noting
that what he provides is broad experience in general surgery – colonoscopies,
gastroscopies, hernia surgeries, gallbladder
surgeries, and “a host of lumps and bumps.
“I try to keep a very high-volume
pace with the concept being, hey, there’s
no reason for you to come to Denver.
I have as much experience as anyone
in Denver. So we provide experienced,

“Having a plane,” muses the man who never wanted
a boss, “is wickedly better than having an office.”
During his residency in Atlanta, he went
bonefishing in the Bahamas. On one trip he
met a man who had flown his plane there
from Iowa. The next morning the man gave
the medical residents a ride to an island.
One year later, Frankum bought his
first plane, traveling with a friend to San
Francisco to pick it up from the owner, a
retiring surgeon. “We just jumped in it and
flew it home. I didn’t know the first thing
about it, but my buddy owned a similar Bonanza. So we’re flying across San Francisco
Bay and he said, ‘There’s something wrong
about this. This is your first plane. You
gotta fly it.’ So right about midway across
the bay, we worked around so we could
swap seats, and I could fly it. I don’t know
in retrospect how smart that was, but it all
worked out fine. We spent the night, I think,
in Flagstaff, AZ, and flew back to Atlanta.”
6
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based in Fort Morgan, CO, who started
working with Frankum in 2002. “His
personality is very down-to-earth, personable. The ego didn’t enter the room before
he did. And that’s important.” Over the
years the two men – both of whom own
planes – have become good friends.
Today Frankum services nine hospitals
in Colorado and Kansas. Again, it was not
a career path that he had foreseen. Early
on he practiced with another surgeon who
worked in a rural hospital in Springfield,
CO, near the border with Kansas and
Oklahoma. “One day he asked me if I
would just take it over for him. I said fine.”
He found another town in need of a surgeon – Burlington, CO – and started going
there once or twice a month. He discovered
that he enjoyed the rural outreach more than
his in-town practice. Now it’s all he does.

skilled surgery in a rural setting.”
“To have a surgeon like him is a godsend,” Dunford said. “A lot of these communities can’t afford a full-time surgeon.”
And, he added: “I don’t remember
him ever cancelling. If he sees the
weather is going to be bad in the
a.m., he’ll come out in the p.m.”
“He’s the real deal,” Kliewer said.
“It’s a lot of work. Some people fade
away pretty quickly. Thirteen years now
he’s been a very successful outreach
rural surgeon. He’s outlasted the best of
them.” And he’s done this while valuing
the other part of his life. “As surgeons go,
Charles is the most family-oriented one
I know.” (Charles and his wife, Kristy,
have three boys, ages 8, 10, and 11.)
“Here’s the problem with medicine,”
Frankum said, “and it almost sounds

ungrateful, but it’s a grinding way to make a
living. You’re basically a grinder. When residents
ask me, ‘What am I going to do?’ I say, ‘Well,
look, you better choose something that you can
do a million times and still have a smile on your
face. Because that’s what you’re getting ready
to do.’ It’s a crazy, repetitive field, and you can
only make a living by getting out there and
producing it.
“I actually love what I do. And I love what
I do because a given moment that I spend in my
day is somebody else’s most important moment of
the day. You have a conversation with somebody
who comes to see you and they’re real interested
in their surgery – and their problem. So it’s great
that moments in your day are captured in such an
important way.”
Frankum stresses the need for young doctors to pace themselves, like marathon runners.
One of the ways he’s been able to do this is
by flying. “It changes up the day,” he said. “It

gives a whole separate purpose to the day.”
And he sees a similarity between flying and
surgery. “There’s not a lot of room for error in
either one.”
Physicians, he believes, “have the capability
of making the worst or the best pilots. They’ll
either be people that have a great understanding of technical skill and the type of recurrent
training and stuff that needs to be applied to
piloting, or they’ll be fairly careless and somehow
think that they will succeed minus that. But
I think they have a good mindset for it.”
Asked about close calls, Frankum said, “I’m
in the business of not having close calls.” Though
he has experienced one engine failure – the
other engine, he insists, was working fine – and
one partial engine failure on a single-engine
plane. “That was more entertaining,” he said.
“Having a plane,” muses the man who never
wanted a boss, “is wickedly better than having
an office.”

Charles Frankum enjoys the great
outdoors whenever he gets the chance.
Clockwise, from top left, hunting ibex
in the Florida Mountains of New
Mexico; getting ready to take off from
Denver; posing with a deer he hunted
in Nebraska about 20 minutes from one
of the hospitals he services; kiteboarding on Lake McConaughy, Nebraska’s
largest lake
Tom Swick is a freelance
writer and editor based in Fort
Lauderdale, FL, and author of
Unquiet Days: At Home in
Poland (Ticknor & Fields, 1991)
and A Way to See the World:
From Texas to Transylvania
with a Maverick Traveler 		
(The Lyons Press, 2003).
MUS TODAY – SPRING 2015
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Bumper Crop
by Liz Copeland

Shelby Farms Supporters Grow a Park for the Ages
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The Shelby Farms Greenline, built on the former CSX railbed,
runs from Binghamton to Shelby Farms Park and soon will
extend to the old train depot in Cordova for a total of 11 miles.
MUS TODAY – SPRING 2015
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T

raversing one of the
nation’s largest urban
parks on a blue-sky
day with Shelby Farms
Park Conservancy’s
Cameron Mann ’96,
several thoughts spring to mind:
This 4,500 acres of green space
and recreational attractions in
the heart of Shelby County is a
unique treasure.
Enhancements are polishing
portions of this gem while
retaining the majority of the
acreage as patrons know and
love it – a diamond in the wild.
The Mid-South owes a
great debt to community
visionaries who have helped
preserve, improve, and
finance the park – a group
that includes no small
number of MUS alumni.
“Nothing tells the story of the park
better than the park itself,” says Mann,
Shelby Farms’ manager of corporate
development and communications.
He drives an electric vehicle –
charged at the park’s solar-assisted power
station – past runners and bikers toward
the 50-acre sandy basin that was Patriot
Lake. The lakebed is dotted with earthmoving equipment excavating a million

Supporting the Park
It takes $7,123 each day to support Shelby
Farms Park and Shelby Farms Greenline. The
generosity of donors, partners, and members
keep it going and growing. Opportunities
include adopting a buffalo, planting a tree,
honoring a beloved pet with a brick on the
Outback Legacy Walk, and sponsoring a
park event or attraction. For information
visit shelbyfarmspark.org/donate.
Last year volunteers performed 35,000 hours
of service at Shelby Farms Park – including
MUS students who dug in and planted more
than 1,000 seedlings. For information
visit shelbyfarmspark.org/volunteer.

cubic yards of dirt. Montgomery
Martin ’73 and his Memphis company,
Montgomery Martin Contractors, are
expanding the lake to about 80 acres and
transforming the leaky former excavation pit into a healthy lake surrounded
by an ecologically sound watershed
(going from a land-to-lake ratio of 		
4:1 to 7:1).
Martin has a long history with the
park, including running cross-country
races there in his MUS days. Through
his work as construction manager for the
Heart of the Park Enhancement, Martin
is carrying on a family tradition.
“Back in the 1960s my mother
[Bonny Martin] was on the Memphis
Park Commission, and she was involved
in a significant effort to save the park
from commercial development,” Martin
says. “She worked with a group that
oversaw the first design for the park,
ensuring its use in a larger, community
context.” (From 1929-1964 the land
was home to the Shelby County
Penal Farm.)

M

ann lays out the grand vision for
the Heart of the Park Enhancement, expected to be complete by fall
2016. Hugging the shoreline of the expanded lake will be a new visitor center
with an education space, a gift shop,
and an expansive porch overlooking
the water; plus a concert pavilion/stage
and picnic pavilion. A boathouse will
offer canoes, kayaks, and paddle boats
for rent. A restaurant/retreat center will
serve farm-to-table cuisine with a view
of the lake and accommodate meetings
and celebrations. The lakeside ecology
will be accentuated by wetlands and
the addition of more than 5,000 trees
and other native plantings. New trails
– including a wetland walk and quiet
forest walk – will thread through the
ecosystem, and a splash park will provide refreshing fun for younger visitors.
“Before 2006 all of this was
zoned light industrial, which is scary,”
Mann says.
Late that year a conservation
easement passed by the Shelby County
Board of Commissioners preserved
the land exclusively for a park. In
March of 2007 Shelby County Mayor
A C Wharton signed an agreement
that authorized the nonprofit Shelby
Farms Park Conservancy to manage

and operate the park through a publicprivate partnership with the county.
“When the conservancy was
formed, private interests really rallied
behind it,” says Mann, former director
of Memphis Music Foundation’s Music
Resource Center, another public-private
nonprofit. “The conservancy is a wonderful example of how public-private
partnerships can work really well.”
In August 2008 the Shelby County
Commission approved a master plan for
improvements, developed by renowned
landscape architect James Corner,
designer of New York City’s High Line.
The goal of the plan is to improve amenities at the park while fostering environmental and economic sustainability.
Three days after the commissioners approved the plan, Barbara and Pitt
Hyde ’61 through the Hyde Family
Foundations announced a $20 million
challenge grant to the conservancy to
jump-start the improvements, expected
to cost $70 million. Barbara Hyde sits
on the conservancy board of directors
and is the immediate past chair.
“Barbara and I have always felt that
Shelby Farms Park was an underutilized
asset with the potential for having a real
significance for the city,” Hyde says. “It
presented a unique opportunity to do
something great for the community. We
in Memphis are fortunate. Most cities
have to acquire huge properties to create
parks. Here we had 4,500 acres owned
by the county and abandoned railway
rights-of-way, so our costs have been
relatively lower. Our active recreation
areas and trails are second to none.”

A

s Mann drives south over Walnut
Grove Road, he describes how
the conservancy enlisted public
input before commissioning the Shelby
Farms Master Plan. “The common
thread was that people love the park
and want increased amenities, but they
don’t want it changed too much. They
like their corner of the Tour de Wolf
trail or the Lucius Burch State Natural
Area. That told us that improvements
needed to be centralized around
Patriot Lake so the rest of the 4,500
acres can remain relatively untouched.”
Tom Marshall ’77, who served as
program manager in the visioning stages
of the master plan, was responsible
for garnering input from community
MUS TODAY – SPRING 2015
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Heart of the
Park Enhancement
Surrounding an expanded Patriot Lake,
the Heart of the Park Enhancement is
designed to create a vibrant community
hub in Shelby Farms Park.

The Wetland Walk will give visitors a close-up
view of newly restored wetlands along the
edge of Patriot Lake. A nearby Forest Walk
will provide access to a cypress swamp.

groups. His numerous charrettes – design
brainstorming sessions – included a group of
3- to 7-year-olds gathered in a park pavilion with crayons, Lego blocks, and paper
mache. (His son, Oscar, now a fifth-grader at
Presbyterian Day School was among them.)
“We told them to design the perfect
play park. It was so much fun. There was
no posturing, no trying to sound intelligent.
They came up with some crazy stuff,” says
Marshall, principal at O T Marshall Architects in Memphis.
The resulting idea – a serpentine path
winding around play centers – was the
incubator for the Woodland Discovery Playground, designed by James Corner. “He was
delighted and embraced the input,” Marshall
says. Today the innovative play area features
a steel arbor planted with native trees and
vines that winds through six themed play
nests, where children swing, climb, slide,
tunnel, and play in sand and water features.
Marshall is struck by “the tremendous
forethought to preserve Shelby Farms Park”
and grateful for his role in envisioning what
it could be. “As an architect and planner, I
could not have asked for a better opportunity. The park is of major importance to the
Mid-South – not just for the kids drawing
and building their ideas in that pavilion, but
for their kids, too.”

S
The restaurant and FedEx Retreat Center
will offer dining with a view of Patriot Lake
and space for corporate functions, weddings
and receptions, classroom experiences,
and parties.

The Events Pavilion, featuring a stage and
earthen amphitheater, will provide a lakeside
venue for performances and community
gatherings.
12
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oon Mann arrives at the Wolf River
Pedestrian Bridge, a graceful, 200-foot,
steel and wood-deck span opened in 2010
– one of the first improvements designated
in the master plan. The bridge connects to
the Wolf River Greenway across the river,
allowing pedestrians and cyclists access
to park trails and to the Shelby Farms
Greenline at the north end of the park.
The Greenline, which came under
Shelby County Park Conservancy management in 2010, is a pedestrian and cycling
trail built on a former CSX railbed from
Binghamton to the park and soon to extend
east to the old train depot in Cordova, a
total of 11 miles.
“Everyone has a favorite aspect of
the park,” Mann says. “For me it’s the
Greenline and the connectivity it brings. It
literally connects neighborhoods. … The
most powerful aspect of the park, by virtue
of its size and amenities, is that it brings
Memphians from all walks of life together.”
Andy Cates ’89, is among those
Memphians. He enjoys riding his mountain
bike along the Greenline and in the park.
“It recharges my batteries,” he says.

His company, RVC Outdoor Destinations, which operates a network of upscale
outdoor resorts in the United States, is a
sponsor of the Shelby Farms Greenline.
“Shelby Farms Park is one of the
primary assets – along with the Greenline,
Overton Park, Wolf River Trails, Shelby
Forest, and the Harahan Bridge Project – in
the transformation of Memphis into one of
the most remarkable bike- and hike-friendly
cities in the U.S. Our support of Shelby
Farms is obviously consistent with RVC’s
culture and goals. And the quality of the
folks running Shelby Farms at every level
gives us great confidence that it is being
done right.”
The leadership of Shelby Farms Park
falls to Executive Director Laura Morris and
the conservancy’s board of directors, which
includes Kent Wunderlich ’66, chairman
and CEO of Financial Federal Bank.
“The volunteer board is working hard to
make Shelby Farms one of the greatest parks
in the United States,” Wunderlich says. “I
like the idea that the park is for everyone
in our community, and it improves the
quality of life in Memphis. In the long run
that helps attract good people to the area,
and I’m all for that.”
In addition to Mann, the Shelby Farms
staff of 26 includes Austin Beckford ’08,
who works as a development assistant.
“The best part of my job is working
with like-minded people who share an 		
appreciation for the environment and green
space, all combining our skills and coming
together for a common mission,” 		
Beckford says.

A

s the tour winds through the park,
Mann points out several fishing lakes,
the buffalo herd, the outdoor laser tag site,
the disc golf course, the horse stables, and
the bike rental center. In March a new zip
line and treetop adventure concession, Go
Ape, opened on six acres at Pine Lake.
Then there’s The Outback, 100 acres of
trails, ponds, and fields where visitors can
play with their dogs off-leash. Sponsored by
Jim Keras Subaru, the area is named for the
Subaru Outback models. Ben Keras ’95 and
his brother Jay Keras are co-owners of the
dealership as well as Jim Keras Chevrolet
and Jim Keras Nissan.
“Seventy percent of Subaru owners are
pet owners – pet parents,” Ben Keras says.
“It’s kind of a no-brainer for us to choose to
sponsor the dog park.” 		

During the holiday season 1.5 million lights illuminate Shelby Farms Park for Starry Nights,
a drive-through light show and festival.

The Keras families are regular visitors
to The Outback. “My wife, Lauren, and I
have three kids under the age of 6 and a
Boston Terrier. My brother, and his wife,
J.J., have two kids and a red Lab and a Pug.
We all meet at the park on Sundays. It’s a
lot of fun.”
Another Shelby Farms tradition that
draws families to the park is the Starry
Nights drive-through holiday light show,
which was reborn in 2009 after a 10-year
hiatus. Reb Haizlip ’73, principal of the
architectural design firm Haizlip Studio,
designed the original Starry Nights, which
debuted in 1994. Haizlip, who focuses
his work on the design of family cultural
attractions such as the Children’s Museum
of Memphis, is an avid cyclist who enjoys
riding the trails of the park and Greenline.
He also has memories of the park through
the years “as a penal farm, gun range, and
refuge from the rigors of high school life.”
Starry Nights owes its eco-friendly,
LED renaissance to Haizlip and his 		
classmate, Martin.
“Reb and I have been friends since
our days at MUS,” Martin says. “We
have worked together on a number of
projects, not the least of which was the
Children’s Museum. After Montgomery
Martin Contractors began work as the
construction manager, it became clear
that Starry Nights was a great opportunity
for the park to reach out to the city.”

W

rapping up the tour, Mann talks
about other efforts to reach out to
the community, through programs such as
summer camps, field trips, a community
vegetable garden, and partnerships with
other nonprofit organizations such as the
Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Memphis,
YMCA of Memphis & the Mid-South, and
Shelby County Schools. There are dogtraining courses, bird-watching sessions,
fitness classes, and programs tailored for
kids, adults, and visitors over 50.
Since the conservancy took over
management of the park eight years ago,
annual visitors have increased threefold
to more than one million, he says, and
the enhancements are expected to double
that number.
Looking forward, Montgomery Martin
sees tremendous growth for Shelby Farms.
“The park will be an active, exciting, and
surprising thing of beauty. … It will gain an
international reputation as the standard for
unique wellness attractions and community
pride.”
Reb Haizlip expects Shelby Farms
will become “a premier urban park and a
model for how to conserve and restore native ecosystems in dense urban settings.”
Pitt Hyde foresees the efforts of future
Memphians further enhancing the park. “It’s
a huge canvas that every generation can add
its own great amenities to. It’s a continuous
work in progress with endless possibilities.”

urks
stin Fox B
Photo by Ju

Above, from top, the Woodland Discovery Playground
features six play areas for children.
Shelby Farms Park Development Assistant Austin
Beckford ’08 runs through the dog park during the
Four-Legged 4K in May.
A new boat kiosk will offer canoes and kayaks for
visitors who want to paddle Patriot Lake.
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Temple Brown ’81, great-great-grandson of S.C. Toof, joins Toof American Digital Printing President Stilly McFadden ’75 at the plant in Midtown Memphis.

Printing
History
by Gaye Swan

Alumni Reflect on 150 Years of Toof Printing
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When Stillman “Stilly” McFadden ’75 got involved with the operation
of the S. C. Toof printing company nearly 22 years ago, he inherited a legacy
that dates to 1864. This year the company, now known as Toof American Digital Printing, celebrates
150 years. The history of Toof is intertwined with the history of the Bluff City, and the history of the Toof-Brown
family is intertwined with Memphis University School. Four of its sons were educated in the halls of MUS.

Pictured from left, the former Toof building at 195 Madison Avenue and early photos of Toof employees and the floor of the print factory

T

he Toof printing story begins in
the 1850s, when Memphis was
a growing riverboat town with a
population of 6,000. Lined with
gracious homes, Beale Street attracted the
affluent, and the downtown Gayoso Hotel
installed flushing toilets – a novelty in those
days. Cotton was king, but other businesses
were also thriving, including the press, and
in 1853 a young printer by the name of
Stephen Cummings Toof arrived in town.
He became foreman of the Memphis Appeal
at age 28 and remained with the newspaper
until the eve of the Battle of Memphis in
1862. Two years later, as the Civil War
reached a crescendo, he founded a small
printing company with one press and three
employees.
“I marvel at the grit and determination
of my great-great-grandfather, who came to
Memphis alone from the Iowa frontier and
started a business that is still thriving after
150 years,” Whitney Brown ’77 said. “The

story of his life vividly captures the essence
of that entrepreneurial frontier spirit that is
so uniquely American.”
By 1903 S.C. Toof and Company,
described by the Memphis Evening Scimitar
as “the most elaborate and most complete
printing establishment in the South,”
employed up to 100 men. Toof’s family
expanded in the intervening time, as well;
he and his wife, Mary, were parents to
three daughters, Mary, Ruth, and Grace.
Ruth’s son, S. Toof Brown 1913, took over
the family business in 1946, followed in
turn by his son, C. Whitney Brown. After
Whit Brown’s death in 1983, professional
managers ran S.C. Toof with the help of
family members, including his sons, Battle
’75, Whitney ’77, and Temple ’81.
“The company is pretty amazing,”
McFadden, Toof president, said. “It stayed
in the Toof-Brown family until 1993, when
Starr Printing purchased the company.”
An investor in Starr, McFadden had no

intention of running a printing company.
“I’m sometimes called the Accidental
Printer,” he said. “I worked for MorganKeegan as an investment banker, then
set up a small investment firm called
Sterling Equities, which invested in small,
Memphis-based companies. Starr Printing
was one of our clients.”
The company became Starr-Toof after
the purchase. In 2002 McFadden bought out
his partners and began running the business
on his own, changing the name to Toof
Commercial Printing.
“It was an easy choice,” he said. “The
Toof name was so revered and respected,
which made the change a smart marketing
move as well as a way to honor the family.”
Temple Brown felt the honor. “It meant
a lot to me when Stilly restored the Toof
name as the sole name for the company,”
he said. “It said a lot about how valuable he
thought the brand name is and what it meant
to the company and to the community.”
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Temple worked at Toof growing
up, and later with McFadden during
the Starr-Toof merger in 1992-93. He
handled the engraved stationery side of
the business until 1995, when he moved
to Los Angeles to pursue creative film
endeavors. He earned his MFA degree
from the University of Southern California in 2000 and since then has worked

Above left, C. Whitney Brown, S. Toof Brown 1913,
and R. Bates Brown stand in front of the Associated
Grocers Building in midtown Memphis in 1963. S.C.
Toof and Co. had just acquired the property to move
its printing operations there from 195 Madison Ave.
The building, at 670 S. Cooper St., is home to Toof to
this day. Above right,Temple Brown greets longtime
employee Betty Parker at Toof during a recent visit.

as a freelance filmmaker and scriptwriter.
He is currently writing a mystery thriller
screenplay that he plans to shop to studio
executives.
“Looking back on the time I spent
at Toof, I remember how close-knit
the company felt,” he said. “When I
think back to the days of working in the
business, I think of the people I knew
growing up and working with later.”
Whitney Brown said his favorite
memory involves a special job he had
when he was old enough to drive.
“My grandfather (S. Toof Brown
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1913) was long retired from the business,” he
said. “With the exception of the two years he
served in the Army during World War I, he
spent his entire working life at the company
and still enjoyed spending a few hours at the
office on the days he felt up to it. My daily
work schedule included driving him to McDonald’s for lunch. I learned things about the
history of our family and the company that I
never would
have known
if not for our
lunchtime
visits. He was
a very modest
man but very
accomplished
and a true
gentleman in
Top: American Digital
every sense
Printing President
of the word.”
Stilly McFadden ’75
After his
and Temple Brown ’77,
father passed
great-great-grandson of
away, Whitfounder S.C. Toof, stand
ney returned
in front
to Memphis
Photo: Lance Murphey
in 1986 to
help with the
company.
For six years,
he worked
closely with his uncle, Toof Brown, Jr.,
who had also returned to the company from
Checks Inc., a sister company of S.C. Toof,
formed in 1960. Whitney and his wife, Ellen,
moved to Roanoke, VA, in 1993, where he
is a principal in an independent investment
advisory firm. They have two sons: Whitney
III, a graduate of Virginia Tech currently in
training with the U.S. Army to be a warrant
officer aviator, and Hugh, an undergraduate
at Virginia Tech with plans for law school.
The eldest Brown brother, Battle, recalls
that working at Toof gave him life lessons
and practical skills that he uses today. His
first full-time job there combined customer
service and production coordination.
“Coming back to Memphis after college
and working in the family business was a
great decision,” he said. “Since I was the son
of the boss, I had to work harder and smarter
than anyone else there just to be considered
competent. I learned what it means to be a
manager, to operate a business with integrity,
and to treat employees with respect. The

work I do today combines those lessons with
the skills I learned in the graphic arts industry
at Toof and the computer and technology
skills I learned later. I wouldn’t be here if it
were not for the experiences at S.C. Toof.”
Battle owns Manassas Consulting LLC,
a documentation specialties company that
serves architects, engineers, and the construction industry. He and his wife, Carol, live in
Pittsburgh, PA. Their son Peter, a medical
researcher, also makes his home in Pittsburgh. Son Michael is a sales professional in
Brooklyn, NY.
According to Whitney, the Toof employees – the people who ran the presses, bound
the books, sold office supplies, and made
deliveries – have always been the heart and
soul of the business.

“It was the kind of
place where a person
would want to spend a
lifetime, and many did,
as did their children after
them. They were the real
Toof family. Even today,
the company benefits
from the experience
and dedication of loyal
employees who began
their careers when my
father and grandfather
were active in the
business.”
McFadden agreed, saying he is fortunate
to be surrounded by dedicated professionals,
some of whom have been in the industry for
decades. Another advantage, he said, is the
location in the distribution and logistics hub
of Memphis. The company now has customers across the country and overseas, as well
as right here at home.
Strictly an offset printer when McFadden
took over, the company has adapted with
the times, including merging with American
Digital Printing two years ago.

“We went from zero digital to the
largest digital footprint in the city,” he said.
Toof has developed a sophisticated
e-commerce portal that facilitates order
placement and customization, he said. The
system allows customers in branches of
a franchise to order customized printed
materials for their specific needs. In
addition the company has expanded its
direct-mail business.
“We went from nothing in the directmail business to having the largest capacity
direct-mail facility in the city, including
in-house data and list management,”
he said.
With his own multigenerational family
business history in Memphis, McFadden appreciates the long journey of the
Toof printing company from a one-press
operation to 20 presses (13 digital) today.
In 1862, just two years before the Toof

Brown Sons

printing dynasty began, his family founded
George H. McFadden & Brothers, which
grew to become the largest cotton merchant
in the world in the 1950s and ’60s. A
lifelong Memphian, McFadden appreciates
the connection he has with the city. He and
his wife, Melanie, are raising three children
here – Stillman ’19 is an eighth grader at
MUS, Bett is a junior at Hutchison, and
Nanny is a freshman at the University
of Georgia.
In the 150 years since S.C. Toof
arrived, much has changed in Memphis.
The Peabody Hotel long ago superseded
the Gayoso, and Beale Street would be
unrecognizable to the wealthy citizens who
made their homes there in the 1850s. Cotton
is no longer king, but the printing industry
– though challenged by the Internet – is still
going strong, McFadden said.
“The predictions of 10 years ago that

there would never be another sheet of paper
used, obviously is an overstatement,” he
said. “Everyone now has a balance of what
they want to do on the Internet and what
they want to do in print.”
To honor the 150th anniversary of Toof,
McFadden has pledged $1.50 for every
job printed to the Church Health Center
for a year (starting in November 2014). He
estimates that Toof American Digital will
print about 6,000 jobs in that year.
“Part of the company’s long history
includes a commitment to worthy causes,”
McFadden said. “We are proud to continue
that tradition with ongoing support to many
organizations in our city, and we’re excited
to celebrate 150 years by giving something
extra back to the community through the
Church Health Center.”
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HOMETOWN DEPLOYMENT
Lt. Col. Benitone ’91 Launching Second Career in Memphis

T

he Air Force is losing one of its
finest this spring as Memphis
regains one of its native sons. Lt.
Col. Trevor Benitone ’91 recently
finished his command of the Air Force
Special Operations School at Hurlburt Field
in North Florida. After 24 years of service,
he is officially retiring from the military
June 1. A home in Central Gardens next
door to his brother, Tyler Benitone ’93,
awaits his arrival. His son, Banks, 12, has
been admitted to seventh grade at MUS in
the fall, and Ella, 11, is looking forward to
attending St. Mary’s.

Trevor Benitone with his children Banks, left, and Ella

Benitone will be joining Jay Keegan
’88 at Adams Keegan, a national human
resources and employer services company
based in Memphis, where he will focus on
business development in the federal and
private sectors.
“I’ve known Trevor for many years
and feel very fortunate to have the distinct
honor and privilege to partner with him,”
Keegan said.
Benitone called his time in the military
“an amazing adventure and a true blessing.”
He is walking away from achieving the rank
of full colonel – he has been selected for the
promotion – and the opportunity to attend
Air War College next year, but he has
other goals.
“I feel like Memphis needs its sons to
return and contribute, and I want Banks to
18
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have the same MUS education I had. The
USAF will reload with much more talent. As
a widower, I want to be near lifelong family
and friends, and in my mind now is the time
when the kids need that stability most.”
(His wife and the mother of his children,
Catherine Selene Benitone, died of cancer
in 2011.)
The Air Force Special Operations
School, located near Fort Walton Beach, FL,
is the sole education institution responsible
for providing critical operational military
education to 19,000 Air Commandos and
others serving the U.S. Special Operations
Command. Air Commando is the name
designated to the USAF Special Operations
personnel who provide specialized air
support to Navy SEALs and the Army’s
Rangers and Green Berets. The school provides indoctrination in special operations,
education in irregular warfare, geopolitical
regional orientation, and training in leadership, cultural competency, air command and
control operations, and languages.
“The Air Force Special Operations
School serves to ensure that Air Commandos
are equipped for the conditions they will
face in Afghanistan, Iraq, Africa and other
areas where terrorism is a threat or where
the U.S. government hopes to build partner
capacity and stability with allies to counter
terrorism,” he said.
Under Benitone’s command AFSOS
educated a record 7,400 students in 2014,
double the enrollment before he assumed the
post two years ago, all while overcoming
a 21 percent decrease in funding due to
Congressional sequestration. Benitone has
shifted the focus of continued education
courses, formerly optional, to becoming an
essential part of preparing Air Commandos
as they deploy. He also added a mobile
education capability that delivers tailored
lesson modules to students in locations
throughout the world, allowing for 3,000
more students last year. To support ongoing
missions, AFSOS has deployed upward
of 40 percent of its military instructors to
real-world contingency operations unrelated
to the school mission of education.
During Benitone’s tenure a Defense
Language Institute Detachment was formally added to the school, including a new
$7 million facility and 18 instructors. The
AFSOC Language Center, which teaches a

dozen languages to 400 students yearly and
has a capability to provide support for about
35 languages, earned the U.S. Special Operations Command’s Institutional Language
Program of the Year award last August.
“We have built an education plan that
methodically develops Air Commandos
throughout their time in Air Force Special
Operations Command, so that lieutenants
and sergeants will grow to be strong,
capable colonels and chiefs who can work
in the joint and interagency environments
throughout the world, regardless of the
political climate or cultural dynamics,”
Benitone said.

“In short, we are
working to create more
critical thinkers, not just
airmen with specialized
aircraft and weapons.
It’s a lot easier to think
yourself out of a conflict
before it happens than to
shoot yourself out later.”
Maj. Gen. Eugene Haase, the vice
commander of Air Force Special Operations
Command, said Benitone was the first
lieutenant colonel to serve as commandant
in 44 years. Previously, it was a full-colonel
position.
“As the command’s leader for all
education, Trevor has done an exceptional
job reprioritizing AFSOC on the education
required for successful deployments while
ensuring we have a coherent plan to build
critical thinking Air Commandos for many
years to come,” Haase said. “He will be
missed by his fellow Air Commandos, and
he left a great mark on AFSOC, but our loss
will be a huge gain for Memphis.”
The motto of the USAF Special Operations School is “Turning Airmen into Air
Commandos,” Benitone said. “Being able to
command the school in charge of that effort
has been the greatest honor of my career.”
For more information on
USAF Special Operations School,
visit afsoc.af.mil/usafsos.

At left, Benitone addresses students in the
Dynamics of International Terrorism Course on the
shooting range. Above, Benitone, back row, second
from left, with foreign-born airmen he commanded
under a unique program called Military Accession
Vital to National Interest; Benitone on the firing
range; below, Benitone, at right, with graduates
from the Building Partnership Aviation Capacity
Course, which includes students visiting from
Jordan, Chad, Yemen, and Libya; Pat Hopper ’89
tests his skills on the shooting range.
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APPLYING
GRAVITY

For Tom Shearon ’65 Life is All Downhill

by Aimee C. McMillin

W

hen Tom Shearon’65
and his friend Tom
Palmer ’65 decided to take
a bicycle trip from Memphis
to Chattanooga, they planned it to the mile
and almost to the minute. They would ride
their three-speeds through Mississippi
and Alabama and dip into Georgia before
ending up with some of Shearon’s relatives
in Sewanee. They would stay in a church
and at family friends’ houses or possibly
do some camping. It would be the perfect
adventure for the two friends, but there was
one catch: They were only 14 years old.
Shearon chuckled remembering a
conversation he had with his late mother,
Bebe Shearon, many years after that trip. He
asked her why she let him go, on what was
a fairly dangerous journey.
“She told me, ‘Tom, you made more
of a pronouncement rather than ask for
permission,’” he recalled.
It is this zest for living that has guided
Shearon down many a path for much of
his life. Today he is still passionate about
pursuing adventure, and biking plays a large
role in that. Last summer Shearon set a new
U.S. record in the sport of lift-accessed
downhill biking. He surpassed 1 million
vertical feet in one season, logging a truly
breathtaking 1,122,000 vertical feet.
He was 67 years old.

Mountaintop Experience

Find one ski resort, take away the
snow, add in mountain bikes and a lot
20
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of adrenaline, and you have the summer
sport of lift-accessed downhill biking.
It may not sound like the ideal sport for
someone reared in the relatively flat world
of Memphis, but for Shearon, who lives in
Albuquerque, NM, it just may be the perfect
fit. He has taught skiing for the past 15
years, incorporating martial arts principles
into his method: “When there’s a force
against you, you give into it. The force cuts
away and you move into that space.”
He applies similar principles in biking:
“You know, you have this incredible
suspension on these downhill bikes but you
also have to use your body,” he said. “You
want your body to flow like water.”
He set his record at Angel Fire, a ski
and biking resort in the Sangre de Cristo
range of the Rocky Mountains in northern
New Mexico. Riders take their bikes via the
ski lift to the top of the mountain. The trails
are marked by degree of difficulty (similar
to ski runs), but no matter which trail riders
take, it is 2,000 vertical feet to the bottom.
At the start of the summer, Shearon might
do five or six runs in a day, but as the season
progresses he can get in more, even hitting
his record – 13 runs – on one day.
“Lift-accessed is a more accurate way
to record runs than shuttle-accessed because
your lift pass is scanned each time you do a
run,” Shearon said.
And then comes the descent.
“I’m on edge some of the time, and
of course that’s part of the thrill,” Shearon

said. “Some if it I could do with my eyes
closed. But there are things that I do where I
think, ‘I have to nail this because my body’s
old.’ It’s tough on you and on the bike. I
think I went through five sets of tires last
summer.”
Shearon remembers one day running
into his doctor at the grocery store, and the
doctor saying, “You should probably get a
bone density test, but I’m not going to make
you do it because you wouldn’t quit your
behavior anyway.”
Shearon’s response: “Well, that’s true.”

The Path Downhill

Discovering his true calling would take
time for Shearon, whose MUS classmates,
in the 1965 yearbook, described him as “the
most talented boy in our class. Talented in
what, we don’t know.”
Shearon ran cross country and track,
worked on the newspaper and annual staffs,
and was in the Lettermans’ Club during his
time at MUS. He majored in English and
lettered in track at Vanderbilt University
and then came back to Memphis. He was a
teacher and coach at Manassas High School
before returning to his alma mater to teach
eighth-grade English for two years. Shearon
also reinstated the school’s soccer program
that had been dormant since the former
MUS days. He remembers Coach Jerry
Peters and Col. Ross Lynn as being “huge
influences,” both when he was a student
and a teacher at MUS. Lynn, in particular,
instilled in him the idea of “lifetime sport.”

“Col. Lynn was an amazing person to
work for, with a nice, easygoing way about
him,” Shearon said. “When I decided to
start the soccer team, I wanted to do it right
and did much of it out of my own pocket.
But there was some opposition to it within
the school. So I had workers from my dad’s
company come out one weekend and set
soccer goals in concrete on the practice
football field.
“Col. Lynn didn’t get particularly
angry. He just said ‘In the future, remember
to run things by the athletic director before
you set them in concrete.’”
Shearon got interested in filmmaking – sparked by filming the soccer team
and making movies with his eighth-grade
students – which led him to film school
at Southern Methodist University. He
then worked as a television writer and
producer for Ward Archer and Associates in
Memphis before moving to Dallas to work
in advertising.
He returned home to help with his
family’s business, The Southern Co. Inc.,
which sold and serviced industrial equipment for the petroleum and manufacturing
industries. After the family sold the business
in 1993, Shearon took a trip to Santa Fe
and, on a whim, decided to go downhill
skiing. Although he loved ice hockey and
had played at the old Iceland rink as a kid,
he had never before skied.
“It was on that first trip when I realized
this is what I was born to do,” Shearon said.
He was 46 years old when he relocated
to New Mexico and began skiing every

winter, eventually becoming a ski instructor
at resorts near Santa Fe and Taos.

The Second Half

“Life after 50 is the stage when you
should be giving back,” he said. “I try to
do that through my ski instruction, and I’ve
had unbelievably wonderful experiences
teaching and sharing what I know.
“I have so many days of teaching skiing
where men, particularly those in their 40s or
50s, say to me ‘This is so much more than a
ski lesson,’ and I value that.”
One of his most interesting ski students
was a seventh-generation French trapeze
artist who had “amazing balance.” One of
the worst was a former pro-football player
who had taught himself to ski – and not
very well.
“I told him you watch the belly button
and see where the movement comes from.
He said, ‘I learned that in sixth-grade
football from a professional football player.’
“All the movement’s the same in these
sports that I like,” Shearon said.
Hogan Koesis, bike park director at
Angel Fire, said Shearon also teaches on the
bike trails, though not officially. “Tom is
an amazing guy,” Koesis said. “He’s super
committed to whatever it is that he’s doing,
but he’s also so generous about sharing
what he knows. He’s the guy who’s always
going up to people, particularly helping
out the ‘never-evers’ we see trying the
bike course.”
Shearon did not teach this season for
the first time in his ski career, choosing
instead to take advantage of a season pass

at Taos Ski Valley. He was diagnosed with
prostate cancer 14 years ago – and has
largely ignored it – and he does acknowledge that teaching skiing seven hours a day
for nearly 15 years and downhill biking for
the past three years has worn him out some.
But he’s not ready to pack it up.
“I believe that a body in motion stays in
motion. My brother, Pete Shearon’62, took
up running in the eighth grade at MUS and
still does it to this day,” Shearon said. “I’m
not sure I’m that dedicated to one sport
or another, but I want to keep going and
improving, whether it’s a sport or playing
jazz on my guitar.”
He got into downhill biking after a
friend’s teenage son talked him into trying
it. “I think it’s almost a slap in the face to a
young person if you don’t try the sport they
love,” he said.
Now he surpasses his young friend –
and most everyone else – in his downhill
tally. Sometimes he sees kids on the
mountain who are around the same age he
was when he and Palmer made that epic
bike trip.
“I enjoy the looks I get when I take
off my helmet between runs, and the kids
see an old man with gray hair,” Shearon
laughed. “I like surprising them and
showing what’s possible.”
Below clockwise, Shearon takes a break overlooking Angel Fire
Resort in New Mexico. The Memphis native tried skiing in 1993
and realized what he was “born to do.” He has taught skiing for
15 years. Shearon, left, with his friend and fellow ski instructor
Courtney Janak

LA to
MUS

Earth to Echo Screenwriter Henry Gayden ’98
Talks with Film Production Students

Gayden at work, pounding out revisions on deadline

Los Angeles screenwriter
Henry Gayden ’98 had only
four months to write the
screenplay for last summer’s
kid-friendly sci-fi film – and
box office success – Earth to
Echo. Now he is busy with
many other projects, but he
took a few minutes to speak
with students in the new MUS
Film Production class, taught
by FOX/WHBQ Associate
Producer Stephen Hildreth.
Following are excerpts 		
from their conversation:
22

MUS TODAY – SPRING 2015

Q
A

Could explain a little
about your mindset when
you write and what
process you go through?

How I write on my own
and how I write assignments
are different. Writing Earth
to Echo was crazy because
a producer had the kernel
of the idea, and we
competed against four other pairs of
directors and writers and pitched to Disney.
And we won. When we got the project
in April – we just had 15 minutes in the
room, just a little song and a dance – they
said, “You’ll be shooting this in August.”
I didn’t have a single word on the page.
I was writing faster, longer. I was doing
40-hour days sometimes. I was sleeping in
the office. By the time we were shooting,
we had a 90-page scriptment, a mix of script
and treatment, which we started shooting

&

from, and then I was locked in a hotel room
writing pages and taking it to the crew
every day. So this project was completely
unique and also insane. We were just flying
by the seat of our pants.
Ideally, what I love to do is hammer
out a first draft as fast as possible. I’m a
little chaotic as a person so I love writing
out of order. I like to be surprised by the
characters. I just make a little hodge-podge
of a draft. I leave it for six weeks, which is
something I learned from Stephen King’s
book on writing [On Writing: A Memoir of
the Craft] – best lesson I’ve ever learned.
I leave it for six-eight weeks, come back
with fresh eyes, end up throwing away like
half of it because it’s terrible, and then I am
surprised by some of the things I like.
I build a story from that.
That’s how I prefer to write, but Echo
was nuts. It was not the ideal writing
experience but it was a pretty fun and
cool experience.

A HOLLYWOOD STORY
About five months after graduating from the University of Texas at Austin with a degree
in English, Henry Gayden ’98 placed Post-It note on his mirror: He had 30 days to leave
Memphis for Los Angeles. It worked. He moved to LA, got an internship on Spider-Man 2,
and met double Oscar-winning screenwriter Alvin Sargent (Julia, Ordinary People), who
asked Gayden to be his assistant for Spider-Man 3.
“Alvin is an amazing writer and an amazing person, and that was really the best film
school I could’ve had. I worked with him for two years on Spider-Man, then spent another
two years collaborating on a script about the Spanish Civil War. The biggest leap I made
was asking him to stop paying me (as an assistant) because I wanted to share credit as a
writer, which made me take responsibility for being what I came out here to be. But I also
stopped getting money, which was rough. We never sold our project, but after that,
I started writing my own stuff and finished a script that got me an agent.”
This is the short version of Gayden’s Hollywood story, leaving out the lean times when
the economy tanked, film production plummeted, and he was begging bookstores to hire
him. Then in 2012, he and director Dave Green pitched the concept for Earth to Echo to
Walt Disney Studios, and they were filming four months later.

Henry Gayden on the set of Earth to Echo

Q
A

At left, director Dave Green and screenwriter Henry Gayden with Echo’s spaceship from Earth to Echo At right, film Production
students interviewed Henry Gayden by phone during their evening class, held in Hyde Library. Pictured, front row, from left, are
Mitchell Apollonio, Keegan Jones, Will Hunt, Griffin Wilson, Jason Stein, Robby Matthews; in back, Peter Phillips and Augie
Van Deveer – all from the Class of 2014.

Did any MUS experiences
inspire you to pursue this path?

&

I wanted to be a writer and
work on movies since back in
elementary school. I wanted to
be a director, too, but then I got into the film
school in college, found myself surrounded by hundreds of other people who
wanted to be directors, and thought, “This
is terrifying. Focus on writing.” So I did.
What’s fascinating is it really takes people
encouraging you to continue on that path
sometimes, and I got shown a lot of encouragement throughout my experience at MUS.
I got to make short films while I was there.
I got to edit and make montages and videos,
experiment just for fun and share those
videos with my friends. The single most
important moment that came out of MUS is
they let me write and direct a play with two
of my friends. It was called Chapter 49. I
got to take over the spring play, and it was a

student-written and -directed play. That was
huge and scary – suddenly I was responsible
for this thing that people were going to buy
a ticket to come see.
Mr. [Andy] Sanders and Mr. [Flip]
Eikner [’77] were a little dubious when
they read the treatment, but as I fleshed it
out they were more and more supportive.
By the end of it, they were just the best support I could have. Throughout high school
I wrote scripts and gave them to some
teachers, and they gave me their feedback. I
wanted their opinion because I trusted them,
and they were really encouraging. Some of
the scripts I’m a little embarrassed by, but I
tried to put my heart into them.

Q
A

Any tips for writer’s block?

&

A great Oliver Stone quote that my
wife [writer Cat Vasko] told me is
paraphrased as “keep butt in
chair.” That works sometimes.

I unplug the Internet, I close the windows,
and I put on earphones that shut out sounds.
Also, if something’s not working and
you’re stuck, just jump out of it and go to
something completely different. Just leave
it and go somewhere else that’s exciting
or new.

Q
A

What are you working on now?

I just sold a pitch to New Line
Cinema. It’s a horror movie I’ve
&
wanted to make for years.
I can’t wait. Also, I’m writing
a pilot for a TV show with Bryan Bertino
(writer/director of The Strangers). The SyFy
network recently bought our pitch, and they
just commenced us to script. Besides that,
tinkering with a few things on my own and
just generally trying to exercise more and
eat less cheese.
– Liz Copeland
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Spirit
of the

Law

Justin Mitchell ’88
forms faith-based legal
nonprofit in Memphis
by Aimee C. McMillin
An attorney and his new client
meet in a small conference room in a
nonprofit on the edge of Downtown
Memphis. At first glance, it looks like
a typical consultation. With her pocket
folder filled with paperwork, the mother
asks the attorney for help getting her
children into a better high school, away
from neighborhood gangs. The attorney
wants that, too, and forms an initial plan.
With that, attorney and client join
hands, bow their heads, and pray.
The attorney is Justin Mitchell ’88.
The meeting is part of his work with
Unity Solutions, the legal services ministry
he founded in January 2014 to provide
non-representational legal counsel and
social justice education to Memphians in
need, initially in the area of the Cleaborn
and Foote housing developments in
inner-city Memphis, one of the poorest
urban areas in the United States, according
to the U.S. Census. In the meeting space
donated by Advance Memphis, a nonprofit
organization dedicated to improving lives
in that neighborhood, Mitchell keeps
office hours two days a week in addition
to maintaining his own private practice.
Although still in its incubation period,
Unity Solutions already has helped more
than 100 clients and received 501(c)(3)
tax-exempt status. Currently, Mitchell
Justin Mitchell outside the Advance Memphis
building where he holds his legal consulting sessions
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works only with people affiliated with
Advance Memphis, but he hopes to reach
more people through similar collaborative
partnerships in other neighborhoods. Unity
Solutions responds to a client’s legal issue
in what Mitchell calls “an outpatient way,”
similar to a legal-aid approach, but his
primary interest is providing clients with
education and resources so they can stop
what may be a cycle of legal issues. He
works with a small but dedicated group
of volunteer attorneys and law students.
“I believe in empowering people and
helping them to be proactive rather than
simply reactive,” Mitchell said. “Unity
Solutions is a faith-based, neighborhoodbased way of walking with people to
get to root causes. For example, ‘Why
are you having continued problems
with your landlord? What has happened
that makes this an ongoing issue?’
“I like to think of Unity Solutions
as the whole-person, Church Health
Center model for legal care,” he said.
It was Dr. Scott Morris, the
founder of the Church Health Center
in Memphis, who first planted the seed
for Unity Solutions in January 2013.
Mitchell and his family attend Hope
Church, where Dr. Morris delivered a
sermon about healing the whole person, not
just the symptoms. “He preached about the
responsibilities we have to ourselves and
to others,” Mitchell said. “It really spoke
to me as an attorney and as a Christian;
how so much of our profession is a reactive
response. There are wonderful legal aid organizations here, but they are helping solve
an immediate issue, not finding the reason
behind it nor providing ways to heal.”
Over that year Mitchell built a plan and
started networking with fellow attorneys,
local nonprofits, and faith leaders. Mitchell
now believes this is his calling. Despite
growing up the son of Memphis attorney
Jerry E. Mitchell, finding that calling meant
following an unconventional path – one
that took him through TV production, the
trading floor, and the early dot-com boom.
Mitchell, who grew up in Midtown,
kept busy at MUS. He was a National Merit
Finalist, played soccer, worked on The
Owl’s Hoot, The Muse, and yearbook staffs,
and was involved in the Civic Service Club.
Lin Askew, now holder of the Sue
Hightower Hyde Chair in English, encouraged Mitchell’s love of the written word,
which led him to study 20th Century

Mitchell prays with a client.
American Literature at Duke University,
graduating in 1992. He also became
passionate about film, taking film theory
classes at both Duke and University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill while still
an undergrad.
“After graduation I was at a crossroads,” Mitchell said. “Do I move back to
Memphis, go to law school, and assume
this mantle, or do I pursue this newfound
passion?”
He followed a friend from Duke out
to Los Angeles and started working for
Chesler/Perlmutter Productions in television, hoping to break into film. But he felt
stifled by the lack of creativity in what
was then a completely studio-dominated
industry. A close friend from MUS, Robert
Knapp ’88, was living in San Francisco at
the time, and when he moved to the East
Coast, Mitchell decided to move north and
take over Knapp’s apartment.
“In the late ’90s I went from working as a production assistant to trading
equity options,” Mitchell said. “In 1998 the
technology industry was booming, and a
friend asked me to be director of sales for
an Internet startup where she was running
the marketing.”
The switch to sales led him back to
Memphis in 2000 and into the life of his
future wife, Leslie, with whom he would
have two children, Grace, 7, and Jack, 3.
After working in interactive sales for a
Memphis advertising agency, Mitchell
joined Sen. Lamar Alexander’s election
campaign in 2002 and found himself
leaning toward the family business, law. He
enrolled in the University of Memphis
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Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law, where
he served as articles editor for the studentrun Law Review, and he graduated in 2006.
He started out in medical malpractice
defense work and corporate litigation,
but when the firm he worked for merged
with another in late 2013, he decided to
form The Law Offices of J.Ed Mitchell.
Soon afterward, Mitchell felt called to
something greater. After Steve Nash at
Advance Memphis offered office space,
Unity Solutions was up and running.
“I definitely feel it’s a calling, and I
remain prayerful and mindful,” he said.
“I’m committed to all of my clients, whether through my private practice or through
Unity Solutions. My biggest aspiration is
to grow Unity but not lose sight of what
we are doing and who we are helping.”
Mitchell said he is grateful for the
mentoring from many in the Memphis
nonprofit community, including Nash;
Dr. Eli Morris, senior associate pastor at
Hope Church; Larry Lloyd, president of
Memphis Leadership Foundation; and Mike
Harris ’67, president of Hope Christian
Community Foundation in Memphis.
“I was very excited to meet with
Justin,” Harris said. “He was enthusiastic
about offering much-needed legal services
to the underserved here in Memphis.”
It is Mitchell’s love of Memphis and
his belief in the city’s potential that provides
much of his inspiration for Unity Solutions.
“I’m committed to Memphis; it
has many strengths and many untapped
resources,” he said. “The better we serve
our underserved, the better our city will be.”
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Game
Changers
by Andrew Millen ’08

Alumni and MUS
Families Serve in
Memphis Gridiron
Ministries Mission

T

he Memphis Gridiron Ministries awards banquet for the
Binghampton Bulldogs had
the feel of a big family dinner.
There were few introductions
to be made as grade-school football players
and their parents mingled with coaches and
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other volunteers they knew well from many
hours at practice, in games, and in study
sessions. As they enjoyed a catered pork
dinner in the Fellowship Hall of Second
Presbyterian Church, a slideshow recounted
the glories of the season – not all wins, but
countless victories, both on and off the
playing field.
Memphis Gridiron Ministries – which
includes among its board and coaching staff
18 alumni or fathers of MUS students – is a
faith-based, youth football program operating in Binghamton and East Memphis that
seeks to redefine what being a winner truly
means. Rather than judge teams or players
on performance or win-loss records, the
organization focuses on the development of

the athletes by instilling the lessons of responsibility, teamwork, accountability, hard
work, and faith that can be learned through
team sports. The players are divided by
age group into the third- and fourth-grade
Spikes, the fourth- and fifth-grade Dawgs,
and the fifth- and sixth-grade Bulls.
On this chilly November evening, as
Bulldogs families and supporters finished
up seconds and dessert, a coach presented
the sole individual honor given to players –
the Scholar-Athlete Award – to one young
man from each team.
“When it comes to scholar-athletes,
we think it’s something worth celebrating,”
MGM Chairman Wade West (father of
Graham ’20 and Will ’18) said. “Because

Photo by Bert Robinson

Above from top, D’Ante’ Campbell and Toby
Werner are teammates in arms during the
summertime Gridiron Camp at The Hamp.
Walker Hays with Michael King and his
mother, Sharmila King, celebrate a Bulldogs
victory. At right, Bill Proctor works on offensive
strategy with a Dawgs player.

it’s not just about what happens on the
field – it’s in the classroom, it’s with your
coaches, and it’s with your family.”
Longtime youth coach Andy 		
McArtor ’86 (father of Mac ’16) said
he knew teaching tackle football to third
graders on the Spikes team would be both
difficult and rewarding.
“I severely underestimated this season
– in both aspects,” he said.
McArtor’s squad went 1-7 against
teams that were better organized, had more
experience, used better equipment, and who
simply had more time to practice, he said.
And yet McArtor knew that he and his fellow coaches throughout the program were
coaching true winners.
“I had four assistant coaches with
hearts of gold who poured everything
into 17 players and taught them what it
meant to be part of a team – and place that
above themselves,” McArtor said. “That’s
priceless.”
MGM grew out of the Buzzards Football program, started in East Memphis in
2006 by McArtor and a friend from Second
Presbyterian Church, Dan Patterson. The
two wanted to give their sons a chance to
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Students Pitch In

I

n addition to alumni, many current MUS
students have assisted with Memphis
Gridiron Ministries, helping players get
ready for games, cleaning and painting the
field, organizing gear, and handling the chains.
Mac Robinson ’18, son of Coach Bert
Robinson ’90, said he enjoyed getting to know
the kids and playing with them. “The tough part
MUS students help with a Memphis Gridiron Ministries
cleanup project in the Binghamton community in the
is that it does take up most Saturday mornings
summer of 2013. Pictured, from left, are Jack Solberg ’17,
in the early fall, and sometimes you want to
Tal Keel ’14, Tate Solberg ’14, Seamus Fitzhenry ’14, Nick
throw the football instead of actually working,”
Schwartz ’14, Bailey Keel ’19 (in front), Chandler Clayton ’16,
he said. “The struggles are all worth it when you
Rucker Wilkinson ’18, Patton Orr ’16, Forest Colerick ’16,
see the smiles on the kids’ faces.”
Will West ’18, Tucker Colerick ’16, Cam Clayton ’18, Henry
Keel ’16, and Jordan Hays ’18.
Mac McArtor ’16, son of Coach Andy
McArtor ’86, has helped out at games and also
at the Bulldogs’ retreat at Victory Ranch in Bolivar, TN. “Keeping the same energy level as the kids on
the retreat was tough, but it was rewarding to see them work together in team-building exercises,” he
said. “Through my involvement with MGM, I have learned about the potential that a common interest like
football has to bring people together under Christ.”
Jordan Hays ’18, son of Coach Walker Hays ’84, said he enjoyed building relationships with the
players while sharing the word of God. The experience has taught him an important lesson, he said. “I
have learned not to take anything in my life for granted.”
Will West ’18, son of MGM Chairman Wade West, said he was impressed by the caring and
supportive attitudes of the community toward the football program. Will and his dad have spent many
Saturdays in Binghamton, he said, “but this adventure so far is definitely worth it.”
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John Sartelle discusses technique
with one of his linemen.

play organized football, but they were unable to find a program
MGM partnered with Peer Power, a city-wide tutoring
they felt was grounded in the right attitude.
program that matches high-achieving public school students with
“Most of the programs lacked oversight and seemed to be run
younger public school peers. Tutoring is now an integral part of
by overzealous fathers who still had something to prove on the
the MGM experience, a bridge between schoolwork and sports that
gridiron,” McArtor said. “There was
gives the student athletes a place to
a pervasive ‘win-at-all-cost’ mentality
go between the end of school and the
that often resulted in young kids either
start of football practice at 5 p.m.
being aggrandized or demeaned with
MGM received support from
little coach accountability.”
Binghampton Development CorSo McArtor and Patterson formed
poration, which has undertaken
Supporting MGM Efforts
the Buzzards, receiving the blessing
revitalization efforts in the commuof MUS Director of Athletics Bobby
nity. According to BDC Executive
Memphis Gridiron Ministries’ significant
Alston to use the school’s unofficial
Director Robert Montague ’82
expenses are funded by local foundations
moniker.
(father of Ross ’08), Community
and individual donors, many from a network
“The goal was simple: Coach each
Bank donated a foreclosed apartment
of MUS alumni, friends, and family. Walker
kid equally with love and discipline,
complex property to the BDC. “We
Hays ’84 (father of Jordan ’18) serves as
focus on relationships, and stress that
worked with the City of Memphis to
MGM’s fundraising chairman, but like everyfootball can be played in a way that
demolish and remove the 44 dilapione in the organization, does more than his
glorifies God,” McArtor said.
dated units and then provide its use
share – he also serves as a coach, board
To ensure the team’s philosophy
to MGM,” Montague said.
member, and behind-the-scenes worker.
would be upheld, the founders built an
The resulting lot was trans“Were it not for Walker’s tireless work and
accountability structure that included
formed
over the course of several
tremendous success in raising support for
an oversight committee consisting
days,
culminating
with a day of
us,” MGM Chairman Wade West said, “we
of members at Second Presbyterian.
sodding
by
more
than
100 volunwould not be able to do the things we do.”
Through a network of friends and
teers, including many from the MUS
family, the program quickly became
community. Bleachers, donated by
For information about volunteering or to
self-sustaining and well-staffed by
MUS, were added a few weeks later,
make a donation, visit mgmfootball.org.
volunteer coaches.
along with shipping storage containIn 2013 West, in consultation with
ers currently used as locker rooms.
fellow board members and coaches,
The field, christened The Hamp, now
explored expanding the program, elicserves as the Bulldogs’ home turf.
iting input from community leaders,
Many of the Buzzards coaches
pastors, and coaches in Binghamton.
volunteered to coach for the BullBuzzards leaders committed to starting a team in the neighbordogs. After watching his son Mac ’18 play for the Buzzards and
hood, and they brought both programs under the administrative
later coaching his son Collins ’20, Bert Robinson ’90 stayed with
umbrella of Memphis Gridiron Ministries.
MGM to coach the Dawgs.
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The Binghampton Bulldogs pose with their coaches, from left, Andy McArtor, Mims Clayton, Eddie Lyons, Michael
Thompson, Todd Pope, Shawn Cobb, Bill Proctor, Chris Traylor, John Sartelle, Tom Hutton, Walker Hays, Philip Gbee,
Bert Robinson, Luanzho Lung’aho, Rusty Linkous, and Wade West; and board member Greg Wilkinson.

“A lot of us who coached our sons wanted to continue coaching – but we thought if
we were going to spend our time on this, we
wanted to be in a place where we could do
some good,” he said. “There were really no
youth sports programs, particularly football,
in Binghamton for pre-middle school kids.”
West expressed similar motivation for his
involvement. “All kids want the same things
– to be loved, to have structure and discipline, and to know that someone is investing
in their lives,” he said. “I get no greater
joy than seeing a kid respond to positive
encouragement, recognize that he is part of
something bigger than himself, and respond
to loving discipline and accountability.”
At the Binghampton Bulldogs banquet,
Terrance Richmond, Sr., used the near-freezing weather as an excuse to wear his favorite
San Francisco 49ers scarf. His son, Terrance,
Jr., was in his second year of the program,
playing for the Dawgs.
“I’m from Binghamton, and it’s a far
cry now from when I was growing up there,”
Richmond, Sr., said, referring to the ongoing
urban renewal projects in the area.
Terrance, Jr., a student at Cornerstone
Prep, discovered MGM through a sign-up
sheet at Lester Community Center, where
he and his friends spend a lot of time after
school.
“It’s just a wonderful program,” his
father said. “It’s full of beautiful people with
beautiful attitudes.”
Terrance, Jr.’s mother, Starreka Richmond, is in agreement. “And we love that
it’s faith-based,” she said. “They teach great
values to all the players.”

Kion Threalkill plays both sides of the
ball – running back on offense and cornerback on defense – for the Dawgs. He is a
big fan of the NFL, his mother, Domonique
Matthews, said, adding, “His favorite team
changes every week.” The family moved
away from Binghamton last year, but Kion
still attends Cornerstone Prep, and MGM
football keeps them coming back to the area
after school.
“It’s so convenient,” Matthews said.
“Right around the corner from school.”
Philip Gbee, an assistant coach for the
Bulls, got up to award a player from each
team the Scholar-Athlete trophy. The honoree
from the Dawgs was Terrance Richmond, Jr.,
who skipped to the stage when his name was
called, getting high-fives from his teammates,
broad smiles from his mother and father, and
a standing ovation from the entire Binghampton Bulldogs family.
It was a win for Terrance, Jr., but judging
from the crowd reaction, the award represented one more victory for all.
Editor’s note: Why are there two spellings,
Binghampton and Binghamton? Robert
Montague ’82, executive director of the
Binghampton Development Corporation
explains: “As I understand it, the western
side of Binghamton was incorporated first
with no ‘p.’ Later, the eastern side was
incorporated with a ‘p,’ and residents
embraced it as The Hamp. The state later
removed the ‘p,’ and everything was rolled
into Memphis. Old timers still talk about
The Hamp as the eastern side, where our
primary support is focused. We adopted the
‘p’ in our name and usage, and Memphis
Gridiron Ministries went with us.”

MGM Leaders
The leadership team for Memphis
Gridiron Ministries includes many
alumni and fathers of MUS students,
including the following:
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Wade West, Chairman and Bulldogs
Community Head Coach, father of
Will ’18 and Graham ’20

Andy McArtor ’86, Vice Chairman/
President, Bulldogs coach, father
of Mac ’16
Dan McEwan ’88, Secretary,
father of Hastings ’18 and Will ’20

Bert Robinson ’90, Treasurer,
Bulldogs coach, father of Mac ’18
and Collins ’20
Gray Bartlett ’90
Walker Hays ’84,
Bulldogs coach, father of Jordan ’18

Rusty Linkous,
Bulldogs coach, father of Lee ’19

Sam Nickey ’89, Buzzards coach
Greg Wilkinson, father of Rucker ’18
Mims Clayton, Bulldogs coach,
father of Chandler ’16 and Cam ’18

BULLDOGS COACHES
Lloyd Grissinger, father of Miller ’18
Tom Hutton ’91
Bill Proctor ’82
John Sartelle ’92
BUZZARDS COACHES
Carter Campbell ’91
Miles Fortas ’89
William Tayloe ’92
Drew Wilson, father of Griffin ’15
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THIS MEMPHIAN CARES
Shining a Light on Mid-South Kindness and Generosity
by Megan Phillips, Communications Intern

William Gotten ’60 is fighting a crusade against negative perceptions
of Memphis, starting an organization called Memphians Care to focus
on the kindness and generosity of Mid-South residents.
“I chose the name Memphians Care,
not Memphis Cares, because it’s the people
that make the city great,” Gotten said.
Through a campaign that includes the
website MemphiansCare.org, he hopes to
illuminate the positive random acts that
occur on a daily basis throughout the city,
from one Memphian to another. He noted
the high number of nonprofit organizations
in Memphis and the generosity of its
citizens. According to philanthropy.com,
Memphis ranks as the second most giving
city in the United Sates, with residents
donating an average of 7.2 percent of
annual income to charity.
The idea came to him after he
encountered a negative impression of
Memphis while on vacation in Florida.
Gotten and his wife, Camille, met a woman
who did not want her son to look at Rhodes
College because, he recalled her saying,
“I simply don’t think Memphis is safe. You
hear of shootings and people getting killed
all the time, and I’m not sure I want my
son to live in Memphis.”
Gotten felt taken aback by this
woman’s response but shrugged off her
words as an anomaly. However, once he
arrived home, he turned on the television to
watch the 10 o’clock news.
“What did I see but the first five stories
about people getting shot in Memphis,” he
said. “I determined right then and there that
something needed to be done. I didn’t know
if I could do anything, but I was going
to try.”
A retired lawyer, Gotten quickly set
up Memphians Care by pulling together a
board of directors, drawing mainly from
the Descendants of Early Settlers of Shelby
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County. As president of the organization
and a native Memphian whose family roots
go back to 1848 in Shelby County, Gotten
thought members would have an interest
in the effort and that the city would benefit
from their involvement.
“The Descendants of Early Settlers of
Shelby County ought to be a moving force
in trying to do something about the image
of the city of Memphis,” Gotten said.
Board member John Harkins, MUS
archivist and historian, is supportive of
Gotten’s positive focus. “It’s better to light
even one match than to sit and curse the
darkness,” Harkins said.
Gotten’s points of light are positive
stories posted on MemphiansCare.org. He
encourages anyone who sees, enacts, or
experiences an unprompted act of kindness
to post his or her experience.
“The posts exemplify what I’m trying
to show,” he said. “I saw this letter in the
paper from a young girl writing to thank
people. She was riding her bicycle in
Chickasaw Gardens, and she tumbled. She
wasn’t hurt badly, but a couple stopped to
ensure she was uninjured. She was a little
dazed so they put her bike in their car and
drove her to her house. She said she didn’t
get their names, and she wanted to thank
them publicly. That is the kind of thing I’m
talking about.”
Another example involves awardwinning filmmaker Tom Shadyac (The
Nutty Professor; Liar, Liar), a professor
at University of Memphis who gave out
bicycles and helmets to the entire fifth grade
class at Treadwell Elementary School.
“That’s the second time he’s done
that, out of his own pocket and out of the

goodness of his heart,” Gotten said.
Gotten cited a Commercial Appeal
article by journalist David Waters as an
example of the good news he would like
to see. In his November 2014 column “For
These Youths, Kindness Doesn’t Take a
Holiday,” Waters discusses the fact that 99
percent of youth ages 15-24 are staying out
of trouble.
“Yet local news reports focus on the 1
percent who commit crimes,” Gotten said.
That’s what gets the headlines on television
and in the newspapers. That’s got to stop.”
To help spread the word about
Memphians Care, Gotten has invested
in a billboard located off I-40, north of
Summer Ave.
The artwork features photos of people
of various ages, races, and walks of life
with the message: “Memphians are the Real
Memphis – Kind – Generous – Caring – Be
part of the story – MemphiansCare.com.”
A similar poster appears on four transit
shelters throughout the city.
Memphians Care has received $2,000
in donations, Gotten said, all of which has
been spent on advertising for the organization. “The more publicity I get, the better
it is. And if I get money, I know what to do
with it. I haven’t taken a penny; no board
member gets a penny. I’ve even put my
own money into trying to get a nonprofit
designation from the IRS. I’ve been driving
around and meeting people to jumpstart this
project. Nothing ventured, nothing gained.”
WREG News Director Bruce Moore
applauds Gotten’s efforts to spread the
good news. “We are so pleased that he
has featured many of our stories on his
website.” The station looks for ways to

William Gotten with one of the transit
shelter posters for Memphians Care

highlight positive stories about Memphis
and Memphians, running segments
called “Bright Spot” and “Pass It On,”
Moore said.
Joe Linton, vice president of sales
at Clear Channel Outdoor in Memphis,
gave Gotten a price reduction on the cost
of the billboard.
“Clear Channel allowed us to put
up the billboard for a fourth of what
it would cost, only $1,000,” Gotten
said. Gary Crawford, senior manager
at Memphis Transit Ads, followed suit,
giving Gotten a price of $250 per transit
shelter advertisement, as opposed to the
standard $350.
Gotten has also started a new
initiative called Cool Green Bag, in
which Memphians receive a reusable
bag for non-perishable food donations.
Gotten picks up the bags and delivers the
contents to the Mid-South Food Bank.
Kirby Woods Neighborhood Association
has joined with Memphians Care in
the effort, and 28 people in the Kirby
Woods/Balmoral area are participating.
Gotten attributes his willingness
to give back to the community to his
experience at MUS. “They’re great
at sports and academics, but most
importantly MUS builds character. My
interest in MUS, both as an alumnus and
having a son as an alumnus (Will Gotten
’90), has instilled a desire to give back to
the community, and that’s what I’m
trying to do.”
To learn more about Memphians
Care, visit MemphiansCare.org, or
browse the Facebook page.
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MEXICAN STANDOUT

Jonathan Magallanes ’93 Serves Gourmet Flavors from Humble Las Tortugas
by Liz Copeland
Jonathan Magallanes ’93 owes his passion for food to his
father and one night in the Moroccan desert eating “a glorious
tagine of couscous, cashews, apricots, and lamb” while on a
college-break backpacking trip. Now patrons wait in line outside his
strip-mall restaurant in Germantown, Las Tortugas Mexican Deli,
to share in his passion – expressed in offerings such as tacos stuffed
with grilled filet mignon or grilled red snapper, steamed corn on the
cob rolled in Cotija cheese and red pepper, and daily specials, such
as a springtime favorite, Frozen Coconut Ceviche.
His winding road from MUS to Las Tortugas took him
through studies at Kenyon College in Columbus, OH, Universidad
Iberoamericano in Mexico City, and finally to the University of
Tennessee for degrees in
business administration
and Spanish. After
working in sales in
Naples, FL, he returned
to Memphis to help
his father with Las
Tortugas, opened
in 2003. Ten years
into his retirement
from the Mexican
aggregate mining
industry, Jose “Pepe”
Pepe and Jonathan Magallanes
Magallanes had
started the restaurant as a hobby and to satisfy his desire for classic
cuisine from his homeland – rather than the ubiquitous TexMex
offerings.
It was during this time that Jonathan fell in love with the
business and convinced his dad to sell him the restaurant.
“I had grown up watching and learning how to cook from my
father,” Magallanes said. “I now had a degree in business and a
strong and blossoming passion for food and food service. These
elements dovetailed to bring me fully into the restaurant industry.”

L

Terry Shelton and the Makings of an Excellent Taco

ittle did Terry Shelton know,
as he was holding Jonathan
Magallanes ’93 to the tenets
of the Owl English Handbook,
that his lessons would bear such delicious
fruit – a penchant for excellence that infuses
Magallanes’ work as a chef and owner of
Las Tortugas Deli Mexicana.
“Mr. Shelton’s passion for excellence
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Over the past decade his dedication to fresh and locally sourced
ingredients – harvested on daily shopping forays – and excellence
in preparation have earned him a number of accolades. He has
cooked at the James Beard House in New York City and served as
a judge in the Cochon 555 culinary competition in Memphis. Las
Tortugas dishes have appeared in Garden & Gun, Food Network
Magazine, Everyday with Rachel Ray, and in several books.
It is Jonathan Magallanes’ appearance at the order window
of Las Tortugas that his patrons most appreciate, as he explains
the specials and helps them navigate the choices. For beef alone
they can select char-grilled prime ribeye, braised beef brisket, filet
mignon, chopped sirloin steak, or fried sirloin steak. They can order
their fillings folded into a tortilla for a taco or onto freshly baked
bread for a tortuga (sandwich). Or they can select a tostada, flauta,
or quesadilla, perhaps with an agua fresca – fresh-squeezed fruit
juice – on the side.
Many customers ask Jonathan if he has thought of expanding
his current, nine-table restaurant or opening a second location.
He has explored the possibilities, he will tell them, but he
wants to make sure he sticks with his winning formula. Las
Tortugas serves more than 110,000 customers a year, and it was
No. 28 on an ABC News list of America’s 50 Best Mexican
Restaurants (the only Tennessee restaurant on the list).
“Over time the smallness of the restaurant has become part
of its identity,” he said. “We’re not trying to serve as many people
as we can. We’re trying to serve the people we can, as well as we
possibly can. In the future I think it would make sense to have a
second restaurant.”
It would have to be the right place – probably small – at the
right time and with the right, precisely trained staff. “The people
who work here have so much skill,” he said.
In the meantime, he will continue serving up fresh, true-Mexican cuisine from an unassuming strip-mall shop in Germantown
– distinguished by the line of patrons outside the front door.
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and detail is something I remember clearly,”
Magallanes said. “His enthusiasm for
perfection is very vivid. He taught me
to love language and the proper use of
language and how it enriches your whole
life. He demanded so much of his students.
And he has ice-pick wit – funny and
extremely intellectual.”
Looking back, Magallanes said his

education at Memphis University School is
one of his greatest blessings.
“MUS teaches you to strive for
excellence. You take that with you wherever
you go, into whatever you do. … As an
independent, small business owner, I am
grateful for the work ethic and passion for
excellence that was cultivated at MUS. I am
deeply grateful and proud to be an Owl.”

“This is one of my absolute favorites,” Jonathan
Magallanes said. “Served in a frozen coconut,
the ceviche is tropical, fresh, and full of flavor
and contrasting textures.

Frozen Coconut Ceviche
4 white coconuts*
1 cup fresh pineapple juice, divided
2 pounds Gulf shrimp
Juice of 6 limes
1 medium cucumber, seeded and cut in ¼-inch dice
1 small red onion, cut in ¼-inch dice
1 small jicama, peeled and cut in ¼-inch dice
1 jalapeño pepper, seeded, and cut in ¼-inch dice
2 mangoes, peeled and cut in ¼-inch dice
Juice of 3 oranges
½ teaspoon kosher salt
½ tablespoon dried oregano
½ cup coarsely chopped roasted cashews
½ cup coarsely chopped macadamia nuts
1 bunch cilantro, chopped
Drill holes in the eyes of coconuts, drain and reserve
the coconut water. Use a hand saw to cut the coconut
into two halves.
Fill each cut coconut with 2 tablespoons of pineapple
juice and place in freezer.
Bring water to a boil in a large sauce pot. Stir in
shrimp and return to boil. Cover and cook 2 minutes
or until shrimp turn pink. Remove from heat and let
stand 2 minutes. Drain well.
Peel and devein shrimp and chop into ¼-inch pieces.
Place chopped shrimp in a glass bowl and stir in
reserved coconut water and lime juice.
In a separate glass bowl, combine chopped cucumber,
red onion, jicama, jalapeno, mango, and orange juice.

Photos: Lance Murphey

Cover both bowls and chill in the refrigerator for
several hours or overnight.
Remove shrimp from the refrigerator and strain.
Remove the fruit and vegetable mixture from the
refrigerator and strain. Combine both mixtures and
toss with salt and oregano. Chill the ceviche for
one hour.
Remove frozen coconuts from freezer and spoon
ceviche into the shell.
Garnish with chopped nuts and cilantro and serve
immediately.
Makes 8 servings.
*White coconuts are available where specialty
produce is sold. (Magallanes procures his coconuts
from Cordova Farmer’s Market International.)
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A Cappella Dreamin’
Voice Orchestra Distinguishes
A Midsummer Night’s Dream Recording
by Christopher Blank
At his fine jewelry store in east Memphis, Jay Mednikow ’82 spends
most of his time ensuring that his cases are filled with dazzling objects. But
a jewel case that arrived in October – this one containing a CD – revealed
a polished gem not for the eyes, but for the ears.
It was the long-awaited original cast recording of a one-of-a-kind
opera based on Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream that had its
world premiere at Playhouse on the Square in 2011.
As executive producer, Mednikow predicted that an opera without
musical instruments would be a risky – if not groundbreaking – endeavor.
But as an aficionado of contemporary a cappella
music, he had confidence in the human voice. His
own professional singing group, DeltaCappella,
could transform pop songs into perfectly orchestrated vocal masterpieces. Even complicated drum
solos and percussion effects could be vocalized.
Mednikow’s group teamed up with former
Opera Memphis Artistic Director Michael Ching
to invent a new kind of light opera combining the
complex harmonies of contemporary a cappella
music, the robust singing of traditional opera, and
Jay Mednikow
the lively staging of musical theater – all using
Shakespeare’s words.
A Midsummer Night’s Dream, opera a cappella was the result. During
the performance, DeltaCappella (bolstered by additional female voices)
sang from the orchestra pit while the opera singers worked the stage above.
Ching dubbed this vocal orchestra, the voicestra.

Several voicestra members,
including Mednikow, also appeared
in the show, portraying one of
Shakespeare’s Rude Mechanicals.
Heidi Waleson, a music critic for
the Wall Street Journal, deemed the
opera “a celebration of what voices
can do.”
The show was a challenge, both
technically and artistically. “We had
a 500-page score in front of us every
night,” Mednikow said. “We had
to overcome a lot of obstacles, one
of which, simply, was that this had
never been done before.”
The recording process, undertaken at Ardent Studios in Memphis, was
almost as complicated as the staging. “We did all the recording in the eight
weeks after the opera’s run,” Mednikow said. “It was a long-term project.
We broke ground along the way. If we had recorded this like a normal a
cappella album, with each singer getting his own track, there would have
been something like 40,000 hours of recorded tracks.”
Mednikow hired the industry’s top a cappella recording engineer,
Tony Huerta of Denver, CO. But soon after starting the project, Huerta was
tapped to do the NBC reality show, The Sing-Off.
“He suddenly became a superstar,” Mednikow said. Huerta’s editing
and mixing of the two-hour opera took two and a half years to finish.
Released on Albany Records, the opera’s accessible music belies the
huge technical challenges. From comic turns to romantic arias, Ching’s
score strikes a balance between opera and musical theater. Critic Frank J.
Oteri calls the recording “compelling from start to finish.”
With this musical jewel box now in hand, Mednikow takes pride in
this opera a cappella. “It’s a baby that I still intend to nurture,” he says. “I
think the recording is going to inspire other opera companies to take it on.”
The double album is available on operaacappella.com and
Albanyrecords.com.

Blake Rhea Lays Down the Facts About American Fiction
by Christopher Blank
Blake Rhea ’94 was in eighth grade when
he first picked up a bass guitar at a friend’s house.
“I never imagined I would become a bass
player,” he said. “At MUS I was a basketball
player. Then I took
music class from
John Hiltonsmith,
and his energy was
felt. Next thing I
know I was doing a
lot of little things,
talent shows, nothing
serious.”
American Fiction band members,
An enjoyable
from left, Landon Moore, Peewee
pastime
turned into
Jackson, Chris Johnson, Patrick
a
career
for Rhea,
Fusco, and Blake Rhea
who continued his
musical studies at Rhodes College and later
co-founded CYC, a well-known Memphis band
that blended hip-hop, rock, and jazz.
His solid reputation as both a live performer
34
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and a studio player was among the reasons he got
invited to his latest project.
Rhea says the rock group American Fiction
got its name in part because of how it came into
existence.
In 2013 founders Chris Johnson and Landon
Moore sent a demo of their newly penned songs
to the legendary producer and engineer Eddie
Kramer, who has recorded heavy hitters such as
Jimi Hendrix, Led Zeppelin, and KISS, among
others. Kramer agreed to help them produce
an album.
After recording in Nashville, Los Angeles,
and at Ardent Studios in Memphis, the band
mixed and mastered their new slate of tunes.
The ensuing album was titled Dumb Luck –
a reference to their good fortune getting Kramer
on board.
American Fiction’s debut album was
released before the band had rocked a single
nightclub.
“A lot of bands work up a lot of songs, and
then play for a while, and then do a record,” Rhea

said. “Chris and Landon wrote the songs really
fast, recorded them, and now we’ve got to play
them live. But this is a cool opportunity because
now we can work on our second album while
playing songs from our first.”
Now that American Fiction has become
a fact on the local music scene, the band is
lining up gigs to share their music. A tour is
now in the works. (American Fiction will play
April 10 at Lafayette’s Music Room,
lafayettesmusicroom.com.)
And that’s not Rhea’s only gig. He
collaborates with former CYC band mates, drummer Jeff Burch ’94 and guitarist Elliott Ives ’96
in the band Rabid Villain, which Burch describes
as “progressive Southern metal.” (Rabid Villain
plays April 24 at the Buccaneer Lounge.) He also
has toured with Lord T & Eloise, Charlie Mars,
and John Nemeth.
When he’s not touring, Rhea shares his love
of the bass with students at the School of Rock in
Germantown, where he is an instructor/director.

Voice from the Wilderness
Twin Volumes Tell Tales of Hunting, Fishing, and Camaraderie
by Ted Evanoff, The Commercial Appeal
Charles B Neely ’79 has written a slim
work that captures a time and place so keenly
you can see the images in your mind’s eye.
His self-published Take Me Back (2012)
is an account of his life growing up among
dogs, shotguns, fishing tackle, Delta camps, and
Southern outdoorsmen.
Truly great outdoor books are rare. Too
many read like travel catalogs, big on promise,
short on telling detail. Neely’s touch is genuine,
like that of Ray Bergman in Trout (Derrydale
Press, 2000) and John Gierach in Trout Bum
(Simon & Schuster, 1988). He knows what he
wants to say, and he says it quietly and well.
Up front I must say my late mother-in-law
was Neely’s godmother. And I had more than
one sip of bourbon in the sprawling bungalow
on Goodwyn Street where his mother and father,
Mary and Dr. Charles Neely, the late cancer
researcher, made their home for many years.
Yet I met young Charles only a couple of times.
Mostly, I heard of him.
Fishing here, hunting there, he never
seemed to be around. I like fishing a lot, so
when I opened Take Me Back I expected to be
amused. I didn’t expect to be swept away by an
authentic American voice. No, this isn’t Mark
Twain. Yet Neely’s clear detail lends a sure look
at bass ponds, bayous, and vast expanses of
bald cypress. Here he describes growing up
on Goodwyn not far from the Memphis
Country Club:
“The chickens we had were half Bantam
and half Buckingham round-heads, and they
were mean. That last half was a breed of fighting
cocks that my grandfather developed, and we
crossed them with Bantams so they could fly
well enough to get away from the neighbors’
dogs. They were wild as a deer, could fly like a
pigeon and fight like it was for money ... I need
to explain something to you … We lived in the
middle of town. The fact that we kept chickens,

pigs, goats, emus,
alligators, etc.,
seemed quite natural
to me at the time,
but we did live in the
middle of a large city.
… That was because
of Mom; she was
a collector of wild
things.”
You can learn
something here.
Neely is, in his own way, scientific about spotting dove, handling guns, and assessing tackle
and cold-weather clothing. The book contains 15
chapters. Each is a story that traces his education
in the outdoors.
It’s a good winter fireside book, not only
for hunters and anglers, but also for naturalists
and people who just might want to learn of the
grandeur of Bayou DeView swamp off Arkansas
State Road 214.
I’d guess if the folks at Orvis ever wanted
a real American outdoorsman in their catalog,
Neely would fit the bill – except he’s not about
conspicuous consumption.
He longs for old ways, like the scent of fired
paper-hulled shotgun shells, and he knows just
why he hunts. Here he writes of shooting dove
four decades ago in a field near Memphis:
“The bird fluttered its death (throes) out in
the corn stalks, enabling me to locate it easily. It
was the most beautiful blue-grey color I had ever
seen, and I marveled at its smooth perfection.
Sleek, powerful, intricate and frail, were all
packaged into this one form. When I picked it
up I could almost feel God’s hand at work in
the making of this wondrous creature. A drop of
blood from its beak reminded me that we had
killed it, and I felt remorse for this, but excitement too. I carried it back by the long tail and set
it gently down in the grass.”

Buck Neely with a wild boar in Mississippi

Neely, left, with Zoda – aka Ted O’Brien ’77

Celebrating The Family Jewels
In The Family Jewels (2014), a follow-up
to his first self-published collection of stories,
Take Me Back (2012), the author chose to use
the name more familiar to his MUS friends:
Buck Neely ’79. He continues his rich tales
of hunting and fishing with a focus on the
family members and friends who have shared
his adventures. The list includes a number of
alumni: Bayard Erb ’77, Ted O’Brien ’77,
Ken Flowers ’79, Clayton George ’79,
Hal Patton ’79, Robert Sparks ’79, 		
Jack Stokes ’79, Allen Hughes ’81, 		
Robert Shy ’81, and James Rantzow ’83.
O’Brien, who introduced his friend to
turkey hunting in their MUS days, is featured
in a story of their exploits, and he wrote the
forward to the book.
“Buck Neely is to hunting and fishing what
Peyton Manning is to football,” O’Brien wrote.
“The sport runs so deeply
through his veins that, like a
champion chess player, he is
planning for the next season
long before he has finished
the season he is presently
participating in.
“He was actually born
100 or more years too late, as
he is happiest in the woods
or on the water and could
absolutely do without the
technological advantages
now available to those who enter into the wild.
Heck, he could do without a trolling motor on
his boat, being just as happy to scull it himself,
or without modern firearms as he is just as
proficient with a bow.
“His passion for the outdoors and
willingness to put to paper some of his most
memorable experiences comes naturally, as he
is the descendent of the greatest of all outdoor
authors, Nash Buckingham [Class of 1898].”
The settings for Neely’s stories range from
the Mid-South to the Gulf Coast, from Canada
to Argentina, and his storytelling takes readers
along for the ride – while teaching a few lessons
along the way.

Jack Stokes ’79 with doves shot in Argentina
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Upping
the Game
Friends Dedicate MUS Field House

M

embers of the MUS 1958
Southern Interscholastic Tennis
Championship team returned to
campus November 13 for the dedication of
the Field House, the school’s new indoor
multi-sports facility. They joined with
fellow alumni, students, faculty, and friends
to celebrate the school’s legacy of tennis
excellence, crowned with the creation of
this $2.25 million, 37,000-square-foot
steel structure, which features four tennis
courts plus a men’s locker room and shower
facilities for men and women, all under a
roof that reaches 44 feet in height.

Members of the 1958 Southern Interscholastic Tennis
Championship team, from left, Ferrell Varner ’60, John
Bondurant ’60, Les Nicholson ’58, Carl Olsen ’60, Alex
Wellford ’60, and Archie McLaren ’60 joined in 		
the dedication of the Field House before several
teamed up with current MUS tennis players 		
to try out the courts.

“An indoor sports facility had long
been a dream on the school’s wish list,”
Headmaster Ellis Haguewood said. “And
then along came John Pettey [’67]. He and
Director of Advancement Perry Dement put
together a group who shared the dream.”
Haguewood extended his thanks to the
other members of the steering committee:
Alex Wellford ’60, Chuck Smith ’66,
Bruce Hopkins ’68, Walker Sims ’74,
Gwin Scott ’83, Brett Grinder ’91, Ed
Apple, Phil Chamberlain, Chris Danielson,

and Ron Schneiter. He also expressed his
gratitude for the many men and women
who generously supported the dream
along the way.
“We were blessed with a lead gift of
such magnitude that we began to believe
that it could really happen. In addition we
received major gifts from alumnus David
Sacks [’90] and his wife, Jacqueline; from
Billy and Tommie Dunavant; and from John
and Mary Dicken,” Haguewood said.
“Significant gifts also came from Kim
and Bryan Jordan, Margaret and Ed Apple,
Janet and George Leavell, Ann and George
Pettey [’98], Jana and John Pettey [’67],
Nancy Smith, Anne and John Stokes, Ann
and Joe Weller, Lucy and John Wepfer
[’74], and the 1958 Southern Interscholastic
Tennis Team Champions. Many, many
others gave generously.”
Grinder, president of the construction
firm Grinder, Taber & Grinder, “valueengineered” the project – with input from
Director of Athletics Bobby Alston, Director
of Business Operations Rankin Fowlkes,
and Chamberlain, director of the DunavantWellford Tennis Center – so the projected
cost matched the budget, Haguewood said.
Grinder shared some construction
details, including that the building was
initially conceived as a standard indoor
tennis facility with 54-by-120-foot courts.
“But we now have a tournament-quality
building housing 60-by-120-foot courts
with an extra 10 feet on the ends due to the
efforts of John Pettey watching other court
renovations that had occurred just before
this at the University Club and Memphis
Country Club.”
Pettey called the combination of the
Field House and the outdoor DunavantWellford Tennis Center the best tennis
complex in the area.

“This facility
now brings MUS
up to a competitive
level with the
John Pettey ’97 and John Pettey ’67
private schools
that are our major
competitors – Baylor, McCallie, and MBA
– all of which have indoor and outdoor
courts.”
Bill Taylor – a 13-time Commercial
Appeal Coach of the Year who has led
MUS boys to 13 state championships and
eight runner-up finishes in his 38 seasons
– thanked all who contributed to the Field
House project. He offered special thanks to
Pettey, who also led the effort to build the
Dunavant-Wellford courts.
“Because of John’s initiative and
indomitable spirit twice leading the way,
MUS now has one of the finest tennis
complexes in the South,” Taylor said.
“The Field House may not be the shining
city on the hill that the Pilgrims had
envisioned, but it is the closest that 		
some of us will get to heaven.” 		
Chamberlain said that the tennis team’s
ability to practice in the Field House this
spring has already yielded results. The team
placed fifth at the National High School
Tennis All-American Tournament in Santa
Ana, CA, taking on top teams from New
York, Florida, and California.
“We were so ready because we were
able to get out there and practice for those
two months in advance,” Chamberlain said.
“It makes a massive difference.”
The Owls went on to win the TSSAA
Division II-AA team championship – giving
MUS the most state team wins on record –
and to sweep the singles and doubles titles.
Following the dedication ceremony, a
number of guests hit the courts.

To see more photos from the Field House dedication, visit the MUS Photo Gallery, musowls.org/photogallery.
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Send news to your class representative listed below or to Ann Laughlin at ann.laughlin@musowls.org.
‘59
‘60
‘60
‘61
‘62
‘63
‘64
‘65
‘65
‘66
‘67
‘68
‘68
‘69
‘70
‘70
‘71
‘71
‘72
‘72
‘73
‘73
‘74
‘74
‘75
‘76
‘77
‘78
‘79
‘79
‘80
‘80
‘81
‘81
‘82
‘83
‘83
‘84
‘85
‘85
‘86
‘86
‘86
‘87
‘87
‘88
‘88
‘89
‘90
‘90
‘91
‘91
‘91
‘92
‘92
‘93

John Lawo..........................................johnlawo@bellsouth.net
Met Crump....................................metcrump@crumpfirm.com
Alex Wellford................................. awellford@farris-law.com
Scott May................................................ sfmay@bellsouth.net
Jerry Bradfield...........................................jbradfi293@aol.com
Doug Ferris........................................dferris@ffcfuelcells.com
Bill Quinlen....................................................wlq1975@aol.com
Bob Heller............................................ hrheller3@comcast.net
Rick Miller...................................................rmiller634@aol.com
Chuck Smith.......................................... duckhead50@aol.com
John Pettey........................ john.pettey@raymondjames.com
Bill Ferguson........................................................bill@anfa.com
Terry Wilson..................................theactor@cypressusa.com
Scott Wellford......................................spwellford@gmail.com
Kelly McGuire...................................... klm_nmm@yahoo.com
Jimmy Ogle..............................jogle@memphisriverfront.com
Barlow Mann.......................... barlow.mann@sharpenet.com
Phil Wiygul.........................................philwiygul@earthlink.net
Denby Brandon........ denbybrandon@brandonplanning.com
Joel Hobson............................ jhobson@hobsonrealtors.com
Cecil Humphreys......................... chumphreys@glankler.com
Wise Jones.....................................Wise.Jones@regions.com
Mark Ruleman.......................... mark.ruleman@unitedcp.com
Walker Sims......................................wsims@walkersims.com
Lee Marshall..................................lee57marshall@gmail.com
Gib Wilson................................ gwilson@lehmanroberts.com
Bruce Moore...................................jmoore1977@comcast.net
George Sousoulas................................... gsous@comcast.net
Arthur Fulmer......................................afulmer@fulmerco.com
Greg Meyer..................................gmeyer@banescapital.com
Mel Payne...........................................mel_payne@yahoo.com
George Skouteris................................. skouterislaw@aol.com
Rob Hussey................................................rjhthree@gmail.com
Kelly Truitt................................................kelly.truitt@cbre.com
John Dunavant....................... john.dunavant@dunavant.com
Jim Harwood................................... jim.harwood@fabsrv.com
Trey Jordan............................................. tjordan@jordanco.cc
Bob McEwan...............robert.mcEwan@raymondjames.com
Ted Simpson...........................ted.simpson@magnabank.com
Craig Witt........................................... craighwitt@hotmail.com
Brad Conder......................Brad@unitedcapitalrecovery.com
Andy McArtor............................................ andy@mcartor.com
Ted Miller.................................................. ted.miller@mac.com
Jonny Ballinger..........................jonnyballinger@hotmail.com
Bo Brooksbank...........................boandalanna@bellsouth.net
Max Painter...............................................max.painter@att.net
Fred Schaeffer........................ fschaeffer@memphis.nef.com
Scott Sherman....................scott.sherman@ftnfinancial.com
Brian Eason......................................................... be@qifab.com
Philip Wunderlich......................... pwunder@wundernet.com
Trent Allen.............................................Trent@teacosteel.com
Darrell Cobbins............... darrell@universalcommercial.com
Brett Grinder............................... bgrinder@grindertaber.com
Chuck Hamlett..................... chuck.hamlett@versopaper.com
Brandon Westbrook............brandon.westbrook@gmail.com
Thomas Quinlen....................................... tquinlen@gmail.com

‘93
‘94
‘94
‘95
‘95
‘95
‘96
‘96
‘96
‘97
‘97
‘98
‘98
‘98
‘99
‘99
‘99
‘00
‘00
‘01
‘01
‘01
‘02
‘02
‘02
‘03
‘03
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‘04
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‘05
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‘07
‘08
‘08
‘09
‘09
‘10
‘10
‘10
‘11
‘11
‘11
‘12
‘12
‘12
‘13
‘13
‘13
‘13
‘14
‘14
‘14
‘14

Gil Uhlhorn.......................................guhlhorn@bassberry.com
Ben Clanton...................................... bclanton@duncanw.com
Kirby May............................................. kirbymay@hotmail.com
David Bradford....................................dbradford@ssr-inc.com
Gideon Scoggin........gideon.scoggin@banktennessee.com
Will Thompson................. wthompson@nfcinvestments.com
Nelson Cannon..........................nelsoncannon@hotmail.com
Robert Dow............................................dow@warpaintoil.com
Matt Weathersby................................... matt@commadv.com
Trey Jones............................................ trey.jones@ldcom.com
Michael Thompson........................ mthompsonjr@gmail.com
Erick Clifford.......................................... eclifford@leadcp.com
Don Drinkard.................... Don.Drinkard@cbrememphis.com
Justin Lohman...................................... lohmanjw@yahoo.com
Richard Burt...................................... richardtburt@gmail.com
Chip Campbell..............................chip.campbell3@gmail.com
Norfleet Thompson........................................fltbuck@aol.com
Michael Liverance.................liverance.michael@gmail.com
Ryan Miller................................. phillipryanmiller@gmail.com
Paul Gillespie................................paul.t.gillespie@gmail.com
Daniel McDonell.................................. dmcdonell@gmail.com
Battle Williford............................... battlewilliford@gmail.com
Gene Bledsoe....................... gene.bledsoe@ftnfinancial.com
Frank Langston...................................... flangston@gmail.com
Will Saxton...............................................wsaxton@gmail.com
Jamie Drinan....................................james.drinan@gmail.com
Edward Nenon.......................................... enenon@gmail.com
John Collier................................................jcollier@collier.com
Elliot Embry..........................................elliotembry@gmail.com
Kane Alber............................................kane.alber@gmail.com
Sam Sawyer............................samhuttonsawyer@gmail.com
Sam Coates....................... scoates@coatescompanyllc.com
Chad Hazlehurst.....................................chazlehu@gmail.com
West Askew...................................... west.askew@gmail.com
Michael Cross....................................... mscrossjr@gmail.com
Connell Hall.............................................wcchall1@gmail.com
Rhobb Hunter....................................... srhunter5@yahoo.com
Jim Moore........................................ jimmoore910@gmail.com
Stephond Allmond.................... allmonds@goldmail.etsu.edu
Hank Hill................................................... hillh14@mail.wlu.edu
Jake Rudolph.................. jrudolph@lincolninternational.com
Blake Hennessy..........................................bhenness@utk.edu
Chase Schoelkopf..................................cschoelk@gmail.com
Scooter Taylor ......................................... ritaylor6@gmail.com
Edward Francis...............................................jfranci9@utk.edu
Anthony Hodges....................................ewokking@gmail.com
Lee Marshall................................................lmarsha8@utk.edu
Derrick Baber.........................................jbaber1@comcast.net
Matt Bolton....................................wmbolton@go.olemiss.edu
Jarrett Jackson.........................................jmj7851@gmail.com
James Rantzow............................jtrantzow@crimson.ua.edu
Hayden Combs...............................haydencombs@gmail.com
Cal Edge.................................................... calvine573@aol.com
Chris Galvin......................................chris.f.galvin@gmail.com
Anthony Walton ......................... anthonylwalton@gmail.com
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CLASS
’60

Frank Alley has recently retired from
his veterinary practice and plans to spend
more time at his farm near Bucksnort, TN.
If they spend enough time there, Jeannie
and Franklin might be considered as
Bucksnorters, the demonym or gentilic for
Bucksnort.

At a short contest during a Rotary meeting on
Tennessee wildlife, Met Crump revealed his
real calling by taking first place in showmanship for his duck calling.
William Gotten spearheaded the formation
of a nonprofit organization, Memphians Care,
to promote the good things in Memphis and
battle the negative perceptions about the city.
Check the website at memphianscare.org.
Dr. John Harkins, faculty emeritus, is on the
board of the organization. (Read more on
page 30.)

and for sustaining an array of California
Central Coast-area nonprofit organizations.
At the 30th annual auction last July in Avila
Beach, CA, State Assemblyman Katcho
Achadjian presented McLaren with a framed
resolution. McLaren said, “We topped
$2,500,000 donated since 2004 to 125 San
Luis Obispo County and Santa Barbara
County nonprofits whose missions are in the
healing, performing, and studio arts. That
feels incredible!”

When we last spoke with C.D. Smith,
he had just finished two successful
pediatric surgeries on seriously ill infants in
Indianapolis, where he had served a twoweek stint after retiring from the pediatric
hospital in Charleston, SC. When he retired,
family and colleagues established the Charles
Donovan Smith Surgical Education Fund to
assist aspiring pediatric surgeons. Meanwhile,
C.D. is commencing training for a six-week
bike trip from Portland, OR, to Portland, ME,
from August 23 to October 6, 2015.

Rivalry Revisited
Archie McLaren ’60 and Trow
Gillespie ’65 got together in ToddSnowden Gym recently to revive
their rivalry in the basketball
game of horses. Watch a video
at tinyurl.com/neso5lj to see who
was the victor.

Archie McLaren, founder and chairman
of the Annual Central Coast Wine Classic
Rare & Fine Wine & Lifestyle Auction
received a commendation from California’s
State Assembly for his 30 years in the areas
of wine industry promotion and tourism,
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percent participation in the Annual Fund. We
are the only class to ever have 100 percent
participation, and we have done it three times.
We also do very well in dollars raised each
year. Tuition only covers 75 percent of the
operating cost of MUS, thus the Annual Fund
revenue is very important.
“Linda and I spent eight days over Christmas
with Scott Jr. and his wife, Chandley, in
Belize. They moved there last summer and
are very happy and well employed. I went on
five of the best dives I have ever experienced
– you better Belize it! The 2014-15 duck
season was marginal at best; glad it is over.
John Bell had some good duck hunts near
Webb, and Henry Morgan hunted hard in
Mississippi and Arkansas to get his 		
freezer stocked.”

’62
Thanks to those of you who contributed to
the Annual Fund before the end of 2014. By
the time you read this, we shall be closer
to the end of the fiscal year (July 31). It will
take only a few minutes to go to musowls.org/
donate and make a contribution to let the rest
of the class know how much you appreciate
the great education you got at MUS. To
those of you who contribute year after year,
thank you.
I didn’t get to speak to many of you at
the Phonathon, but the conversations I had
were gratifying, as usual. I was impressed
that Lee McCormick is still working, as are
Philip Crump, Mike Saliba, Cole Wilder,
and Fred Smith (and there are others).
I also enjoyed speaking with John King for
the second year in a row. I’m determined
to get some other guys involved in the
calling this year. It will go much faster.

’61
Class rep Scott May says: “Great talking to
many of you during the annual Phonathon.
Last year the Class of 1961 again had 100

Losing John Fry was a shock as he was
the youngest member of the class. His
service was very moving and reflected his
tremendous impact on Memphis music. The
reception at Ardent Studios was well attended
by many of the people he touched over his

NEWS
illustrious career. Gene Dattel was fortunate
to have had a good visit with John this past
fall. As many of you know, John was inducted
into the Memphis Music Hall of Fame in
2014. (Read more about John Fry on page 66.)
I enjoyed seeing Philip Crump in Santa Fe,
NM, in October. He and his wife, Beverley,
have designed a beautiful house overlooking
Santa Fe. It has quite a view, especially at
sunset, when Kathy and I were there. It’s a
great area to visit, if you haven’t already, with
scenery like no other place. No wonder Philip
loves it so much.
Canon and Jamie Hall recently rendezvoused
in Franklin, TN, with Sallie and Richard
(Gary) Ford, who have retired to Signal
Mountain, TN, to be near their family.
Pat and Nat Ellis make numerous trips to
East Tennessee to visit their children and
grandchildren.
Looking forward to hearing from more of you
in 2015. – Jerry, jbradfi293@aol.com

’66
Eric Greenwood just announced his retirement from Saint David’s Episcopal Church in
Nashville after 26 years. Plans to sit on his ass
and do nothing. His words, not mine. – Your
agent ’66
Herbo Humphreys is keeping himself busy
by salvaging shipwrecks. His most recent
projects have been the Merida, which sank off
the coast of Virginia in 1911 with gold, silver,
and about a half-million board feet of Cuban
mahogany; and the SS Arctic, which sank
off Newfoundland in 1854. He has recently
remarried and reports that his oldest son,
Herbo ’02, started a construction company
and has two sons of his own at MUS now,
Gil ’16 and Alex ’18.
Fred Niell retired from education and is now
spending his time writing and taking care of
his 18-month-old grandson, Grey Frederick
Niell. After living in Beijing for more than a
year, he and his wife have moved back to be

near family, but they found it interesting to
learn about Chinese culture.

John Romeiser teaches French at
UT-Knoxville. Taking students to Paris each
year keeps him young. He continues his
association as board member and historian
for the East Tennessee Veterans Memorial
Association.

’67
John Cannon reports that his daughter,
Weezie, recently married and is living in
Atlanta.

’68
Terry Wilson had a long phone visit with
Randy Estes: “Some of you may remember
Randy and I got in a fight in the halls at MUS
(he won). He used to work for South Central
Bell here in Memphis and worked with my
next-door neighbor when I lived in Raleigh

back in the ’80s. I would occasionally see
Randy and Susan, and we were blessed to
become friends. Randy moved to Texas
many years ago with Bell but retired a few
years ago. He had the type job in which you
have two pagers and three cell phones, and
everyone is bugging you constantly. So when
he retired he decided to move under the radar.
Can’t say I blame him. He and his wife live on
top of a mountain in the middle of nowhere
in western Arkansas. They are both very
involved with their local Methodist church
and the Arkansas Methodist church. They are
lay ministers. How wonderful. He says life is
good. It was great talking to Randy, and he
promises to stay in touch.”
Daniel Fisher is now chief of staff at Erlanger
Medical Center for the second time.
Bruce Hopkins was elected chairman of the
board of ArtsMemphis, which provides more
than $3.3 million in grants to arts organizations and individuals.

Undefeated Friends
In Fall 2014, John Remmers ’69 moved back to Memphis and married Ashley Moore
Mayfield. A group of his former teammates from the MUS 1967 football team got together
to welcome John, alias “The Tire Rem,” at Central BBQ Downtown. In attendance
were Cary Whitehead ’68, Steve Bledsoe ’70, John Cady ’69, Ralph Braden ’70, Mike
Coop ’68, Webster McDonald ’69, David Dow ’69, Wis Laughlin ’68, Kelly McGuire ’70,
Ike Seelbinder ’69, and Philip Crawford ’69. Team historian, Bledsoe, pointed out that,
after 55 years, the MUS 1967 football team, the school’s first undefeated, untied team,
still holds six school records for defense.
The 1967 football team

’69

know of names to add to our list. Following is
part of McGuire’s heartfelt note:

The Honorable Chris Craft was re-elected
as Shelby County Criminal Court judge in
Division 8.

Warren Ayres recently returned from travels
in Paris and Barcelona with Mac Cone ’70.

“In Nancy W. Livermore’s obituary,
published in October, was the statement, ‘A
third son, Ross W. Livermore, gave his life
in the Vietnam conflict.’ Army 1st Lt. Ross
Livermore ’63 died in battle on January 4,
1969, at the age of 23. He was an infantry unit
commander in 3rd BN, 9th Infantry Division,
60th Infantry, USARV, and began his tour
on November 23, 1968. He was awarded
Purple Heart, National Defense, Vietnam
Service, and Vietnam Campaign medals. In
1999 I took a rubbing of his name from the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial (panel 35W row
35) in Washington, DC, when Jim Russell
reminded the MUS eighth-grade tour group I
was chaperoning of our loss. Though I did not
serve in the military, I have always admired
and appreciated the men and women who
put their lives in danger for my family and
me. My sentiment was no solace for Nancy
Livermore, who spent 72 years of her time on
this earth without Ross, and I pray for a great
celebration now in heaven.”

Over the summer Julia and Mac Caradine
went RV-ing to the West, where they enjoyed
trout fishing and a visit to Mount Rushmore.

Walker Milnor is an affiliate broker
with RE/MAX Real Estate Experts in
Germantown.

Chuck Day reports that his son, Charles, Jr.,
got a job as a “Myth Buster,” playing with
and destroying equipment. “The factories
love him!” Chuck’s business (Manning
Brothers Food Equipment ) is up 42 percent.
“We workin’ hard,” he said.

Hal McGeorge is living in San Mateo, CA,
where he moved when he married his college
sweetheart, April Manger. “We met at MSU
in the fall of 1972. We had our first date after
the Ole Miss game in ’72. She and her family
moved to Memphis in 1968 from California.
After we broke up in 1976, she moved back
to San Mateo and went to work for Franklin
Templeton, and she is still with them today.
April was a nationally ranked AAU swimmer
and missed qualifying for the Olympics by
100th of a second. We found each other on
LinkedIn of all places, and were married
last February. April and I are planning to be
in Memphis for our reunion this fall.”

’71

’75

Don Alexander finds himself quite busy
these days. In addition to working his regular
job as a quality assurance engineer, he ran for
state representative in Connecticut. Though
he did not win, he is staying active with the
Green Party of the United States, serving on
five committees.

Martin Daniel won the Republican primary
for District 18 State Representative from
Knoxville, and he ran unopposed in the
general election in November. Read about
him at martindaniel.org.

’72

’76

Class of 1969 friends gathered for a Christmas
lunch. Pictured from left are DeWitt Shy, Scott
Wellford, Joel Bailey, Parks Dixon, Paul McClure,
Laurence Dobbins, and John Keesee.

’70

Editor’s note: Kelly McGuire brought to our
attention that Ross Livermore ’63 was not on
our online role of alumni veterans (under the
Alumni tab at musowls.org). That has been
corrected, and we encourage others to let us

Richard DeSaussure won the election for
Shelby County Criminal Court Clerk.
Dan Michael won his bid to become judge of
Shelby County Juvenile Court.

’73
George T. “Buck” Lewis of the law firm
Baker Donelson has been appointed by
American Bar Association President-Elect
William C. Hubbard to the ABA Standing
Committee on Pro Bono & Public Service.
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The mission of the committee is to ensure
access to justice through the expansion and
enhancement of the delivery of legal and
other law-related services to the underserved
through volunteer efforts of legal professionals nationwide. It fosters the development
of pro bono programs and activities, analyzes
the scope and function of the programs, and
proposes and reviews policy that affects
lawyers’ ability to provide pro bono legal
services. Buck was also the recipient of the
inaugural Janice M. Holder Award from
the Tennessee Alliance for Legal Services,
recognizing his contributions to advancing
the quality of justice statewide by ensuring
that the legal system is open and available
to all.
Montgomery Martin was re-elected to the
board of WKNO Broadcasting.

			
’74

Kenny Kyle and his wife, Lisa, recently
welcomed their first grandchild, Ward.

Keith Anderson, a cardiologist with the
Sutherland Cardiology Clinic, is chairman
of the board of the Tennessee Medical
Association.
Billy Oates reports that he has changed
career paths and is now senior vice
president of Alliant Capital Advisors LLC
in Brentwood, TN. Alliant brokers privately
held businesses valued from $200,000 to $10
million. He has also completed all the course
requirements and the national and state
exams for a Tennessee real estate affiliate

broker’s license. Give him a call, if you’re in
the market to buy or sell a business.

’7 7

football official this fall. He was recently
elected by the 87 ACC Varsity Football
Officials to serve as their president for the
2014-15 academic year. Barry has worked
more than 200 NCAA Division I games and
14 postseason bowl games.

’7 8

Barry Hendon officiates at the 2013 Cotton Bowl,
in which the Texas A&M Aggies, led by Heisman
Trophy winner Johnny Manzeil, defeated the
Oklahoma Sooners in the new Dallas Cowboys
Stadium in Arlington, TX.

Barry Hendon, a veterinarian in Fort Myers,
FL, is starting his 20th season as an ACC

Jim Barton and his wife, Diane, live in
Sandy Springs, in North Atlanta, and they
have two children – Jack, a freshman at
Chapel Hill and Josie, a junior at Holy
Innocents’ Episcopal School in Buckhead,
where Jim teaches creative writing. In his
spare time he plays in a band, The Vista
Kings, which includes another MUS grad,
Bill Mathieu ’76. Watch videos of them on
Facebook. Jim also sells artwork through a
local gallery (bartonart.net ). He has been
known to put potato chips on hoagies. “Adds
a nice crunch,” he said.
According to David Gould, there is “No real
news in my world. My 14-year-old son and
11-year-old daughter take a lot of Jan’s and my
time. Philip ’71, my brother, and I are staying

busy with the salons and spas and Gould’s
Academy, our cosmetology school.”
Frank Hitchings and his wife, Mary Vassar,
have just celebrated their 25th wedding
anniversary.
Eric Hunter reports on his five children:
“Wilson went to Vandy, graduated magna
cum laude, and got a full ride to Alabama
Law School. He is now a federal prosecutor
for the State of Alabama Attorney General.
Sam went to Belmont and is a rep for
Ariel Corp. in Houston. They build gas
compressors to pull gas out of wells. Josh is in
Nashville and works with Hill Entertainment
Group, which handles Taylor Swift, The
Swon Brothers, and Mumford & Sons.
Rebecca graduated from Tulane and is almost
finished with her master’s in finance. Liz is
a freshman Kappa at Alabama. She rides
four dressage horses a day and is trying for
an amateur national crown. I am still racing
motorcycles some and building shopping
centers. Gonna be a granddaddy in March
as Wilson has a boy coming. He’s the only
married one right now.”

Robert Gordon ’79 Sells Best of Enemies Documentary at Sundance
In his first Sundance Film Festival, Robert Gordon ’79 sold his
documentary Best of Enemies to Magnolia Films and Participant
Media, and the film is slated for release in theaters this summer.
“Sundance was more thrilling than a Lower School Hellstrom
Chronicle marathon,” Gordon said. “To hear the response in the
theater – the laughter, the gasps, the stunned silence – was very
rewarding after all those months huddled in a tiny room with just a
few people and a small screen. Selling it for theatrical release was
the realization of our goal. All those Saturday schools finally 		
paid off.”
Co-directed by Oscar-winning filmmaker Morgan Neville
and featuring a score by Jonathan Kirkscey ’93, the documentary
explores the series of fiery televised debates between the liberal
Gore Vidal and the conservative William F. Buckley Jr. during 		
the 1968 Democratic and Republican national conventions.
(Clif Phillips ’77 was an executive producer, and 		
Percy Clarke ’77 served as an advisor.)
The Sundance description tells the story: “Armed with deepseated distrust and enmity, Vidal and Buckley believed each other’s
political ideologies were dangerous for America. Like rounds in
a heavyweight battle, they pummeled out policy and personal
insult – cementing their opposing political positions. Their explosive exchanges devolved into vitriolic name-calling. It was unlike
anything TV had ever broadcast, and all the more shocking because
it was live and unscripted. Viewers were riveted. ABC News’ ratings

skyrocketed. And a new era in
public discourse was born.
“Directed with consummate skill by filmmakers
Robert Gordon and Academy
Award-winning Sundance
Film Festival alum Morgan
Neville (Twenty Feet From
Stardom), Best of Enemies
unleashes a highbrow blood
sport that marked the dawn of
pundit television as we know
it today.”
The film, which includes readings from actors
John Lithgow and Kelsey
Grammer, and interviews
with such notables as, Dick
Cavett, Frank Rich, and the
late Christopher Hitchens, delves into the lives of these
complex thinkers and explores how the theater of television debate
has influenced political discussion to this day.
See a clip from Best of Enemies at tinyurl.com/pfgtlyr. Watch
Gordon and Neville speaking about the film at tinyurl.com/mvubjne.
Learn more about Gordon’s projects at therobertgordon.com.
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Meg and Scott Crosby ’82
Honored for Fundraising
Meg and Scott Crosby ’82 were recognized by the Memphis Chapter
of the Association of Fundraising Professionals with a Crystal Award
for Outstanding Volunteer Fundraisers on National Philanthropy Day,
November 14. The description in the awards program tells of their many
philanthropic projects:
“Meg and Scott Crosby have demonstrated a commitment to the
Memphis community that is both deep and enduring. They provide
exceptional leadership in all aspects of volunteer service to nonprofit
organizations. They are incredibly generous in their own charitable
giving, providing financial support as well as volunteering their time to
numerous boards and committees.
“Meg and Scott chaired the public phase of the Salvation Army’s
campaign to raise the $25 million needed to secure the Kroc Foundation’s
$60 million pledge for the Kroc Center. Scott continues to guide the
Kroc Center as a member and past chairman of the Advisory Board and
member of the Salvation Army Board of Directors.
“Meg spent 15 years in human
resources for companies in New
York and Los Angeles and is a
founding principal of PeopleCap
Advisors, a boutique firm
specializing in helping companies
strengthen their organizational
performance through their people.
She is an enthusiastic community
Meg and Scott Crosby
volunteer and currently serves as
chair of the Board of Governors of The Community Foundation of Greater
Memphis and as a member of the boards of Rhodes College, Church
Health Center, Memphis Challenge, and Advance Memphis.
“Scott worked for the Department of Justice in Washington, DC,
before returning to Memphis to join Burch, Porter & Johnson. Scott
currently serves on the Levitt Shell Board and the Advisory Board 		
for the University of Memphis College of Arts & Sciences.”

Several alumni and administrators have been honored by AFP:
1994      J.R. “Pitt” Hyde III ’61, Outstanding Philanthropist
1995      Scott P. Ledbetter ’60, Outstanding Volunteer Fundraiser
2004      P. Trowbridge Gillespie, Jr. ’65, Outstanding Volunteer Fundraiser
2006      Perry D. Dement, director of advancement,
Outstanding Fundraising Executive
2007      Ellis L. Haguewood, headmaster, Outstanding Executive Leader
2012      Mark J. Halperin ’67, Outstanding Volunteer Fundraiser
2013      Phillip M. Aiken ’13, Outstanding Youth in Philanthropy
2014      Meg and Scott Crosby ’82, Outstanding Volunteer Fundraisers
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’81
Hal Fogelman shot a hole in one on July 31st at
Ridgeway Country Club. Hal aced the No. 3 hole
from 156 yards using a 7-iron.
Julie and Rob Hussey, Cindy and Edward Dobbs
’89, Brooke and Will Levy ’99, and Paula and Steve
Samsom visited the Panama Canal with the Young
Presidents’ Organization.
Incumbent Billy Orgel ran uncontested for the
District 8 seat on the Shelby County School Board,
where he has previously served two terms as
chairman.

’82
MBQ magazine recently named Scott Crosby
as a Power Player in the practice of family law in
Memphis.
John Dunavant recently married Jennifer Pierotti
and added three more beautiful daughters to his
family.

’83
Posey Hedges’ company, Old City Millwork, was
featured in The Commercial Appeal in August in an
article about a kitchen remodeling they had done.
Recent Old City Millwork projects have included the
renovation of the National Civil Rights Museum and
the new Beale Street Landing.

’84
Rick Fogelman has been elected to the board of
Memphis Development Foundation, the nonprofit
operator of the Orpheum Theatre. Rick reports that
he attended Ricky Silverman’s memorial service
in New Orleans. Ricky passed away at age 48. “I
wanted to give you guys some background on his
life after MUS. Ricky graduated from University of
Vermont and then went on to get master’s degrees in
both architecture and architectural history from the
University of Virginia. He and his family lived in
North Carolina and Vermont, and then he moved to
New Orleans in 2007. During the past seven years he
worked for URS Corp. as a historic architect, working
with FEMA most of that time, reviewing federal
architecture projects and renovation plans following
Hurricane Katrina. He has also been primary author
of multiple articles and research papers relating to
preservation of historic homes in New Orleans. Ricky
really loved New Orleans. From a professional standpoint, it seemed he was in the ideal place for his area

Concussion Discussion Comes to MUS
Gracie Hussey, a freshman at Hutchison School, has suffered
ill effects from concussions she received playing soccer. Her
parents, Beth and Richard Hussey ’87, are doing what they can
to help other young athletes avoid a similar experience. They
arranged for concussion expert Chris Nowinski to speak at MUS
during a free public forum on January 8. About 150 parents,
coaches, and medical professionals attended the Concussion
Discussion in Wunderlich Auditorium, and Nowinski also spoke
to students and faculty during chapel January 9. The former
athlete, who played football for Harvard and wrestled for the
World Wrestling Entertainment, addressed the causes and dangers
of concussions in sports and the preventative measures athletes,
coaches, and parents can take. His 2006 book Head Games:
Football’s Concussion Crisis (Drummond Publishing Group)
details his experience with a debilitating concussion suffered while
wrestling. To spread the word about the dangers of sports concussions, he co-founded the Sports Legacy Institute, a Waltham,

of expertise. And from a personal standpoint,
based on what I heard from his many New
Orleans friends, it was obvious he enjoyed
all that New Orleans had to offer – the music,
food, history, and culture. Ricky is survived
by his parents (who now live in Boca Raton,
FL), his sister, Shelley (who lives in Hawaii),
and two daughters, Stella and Leah, who are
both in college (Florida State and University
of Montreal). Although I had not seen Ricky
much after MUS, a few years ago we got back
in touch, and he visited Memphis several
times the last few years. The most recent time
he was here was just this past October. In
fact, I recall we ran into Walker Upshaw at
Interim during Ricky’s last trip here. Ricky
will always be remembered for his quick
wit, big heart, and laid-back nature. He was
an all-around “good guy” who made people
laugh without even trying. He was blessed to
have many close friends from various paths of
his life. And most of all, he was an awesome
dad and very close to his two daughters. An
article [at tinyurl.com/pnefj9d] was written
about Ricky a few years back by University of
Vermont. I think it tells a lot about his passion
for architecture and for New Orleans.”
Gregg Landau was elected as vice president/
president-elect of Memphis Jewish Home
& Rehab.

MA-based nonprofit organization dedicated to head injury research
and education. Nowinski serves as the executive director of SLI.
For information on preventing and treating concussions, visit
sportslegacy.org.

From left, Chris Nowinski and his wife, Nicole, and Beth and Richard Hussey

Charles Yukon is in his 20th year of
practicing medicine in Germantown.

		
’85

Johnny Barringer is a litigation attorney
in Nashville and has two kids. Carly is a
freshman at Ole Miss.
Stephen Flagler is a labor attorney in
Atlanta and married with two college-age
daughters.
Ken Jones has been named to the Board
of Directors of Metropolitan Inter-Faith
Association (MIFA). His son, Marshall ’18,
began 9th grade at MUS last fall.
From Bill McKelvy: “This is my 16th year
teaching at Wash U, which places me in a
middle-adolescent zone where, I am most
comfortable emotionally, if not morally. One
of my courses this semester, a freshman
seminar on detective fiction, is full of strong
students, but the best writer of the bunch is,
you guessed it, a grad of MUS. Great to see
the firm of Askew, Shelton, and Thompson is
still around to article such strong scriveners,
wherever they end up.”
Drew Renshaw is a multifaceted businessman, operating as a homebuilder, owner

operator of two Sports Clips locations, and he
owns and leases a beach duplex in the Turks
and Caicos Islands (beachsidebungalow.com).
Jay Steed shares that he owns a land development company near Springfield, MO, that is
doing well, and he now has three children.
Michael Thomas is living in Dallas and
recently started a fine arts magazine that is
doing well. See it here: 1814mag.com.

’86
Trent Scull took a job with Wells Fargo in
October. Wells is opening a fixed-income,
capital markets branch in the Crescent Center.
The office should be completed in February,
and the plan is to hire a total of 15 successful
producers. Jim Bishop, formerly of FTN
Financial, will be managing the office.

’87

		

Jim Cherry is chief compliance officer at
Duncan-Williams.
David Gold’s injury law practice, The Gold
Law Firm, continues to grow. His wife,
Claire, opened a real estate law firm with
William Maxwell ’72.
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’88
Class of 1988 welcomes two new spouses to
the family: Jason Peters’ wife, Emily, and
Gary Wunderlich’s wife, Libby.
Frank Colvett was re-elected to the
Tennessee Republican Party Sate Executive
Committee, the governing body of the state
party, representing the 31st District (Shelby
County). “The SEC has also seen fit to
re-elect me as treasurer of the Tennessee
Republican Party,” he said.
Philip McCaull still works for Wells Fargo
Advisors in Hanover, NH. He and his family
just moved into a large estate in Vermont,
where in his spare time he raises turkeys,
grows blueberries, ice skates, and coaches
basketball.
Kevin Ogilby has reunited with Scott
McArtor in Austin, TX, working at Hawkeye
Partners. Kevin and Scott worked together
many years ago creating Legend Airlines.

’89
Will Stratton works in Memphis for Harvest
Marketing Group, specializing in agricultural
commodities investments and advisory
services.

The Class of 1989 had a very successful
25th reunion this past year. Forty-five alumni
attended the weekend festivities. Thank you
all for making the effort.

Chris Sullivan is still an attorney in Denver
raising three boys along with his wife,
Catherine. Chris helps coach all three boys
in every sport imaginable, including his
specialty, freestyle snowboarding.

After 4.5 years as chief legal officer at
Bazaarvoice, Bryan Barksdale joined iFLY
as general counsel at the beginning of this
year. iFLY designs, manufactures, licenses,
and operates vertical wind tunnels used in
indoor skydiving. “We currently have 35
tunnels operating in a dozen countries,” he
said. “Still living in Austin.”

Donna and Jon Van Hoozer chaired the Toy
Bash, a fundraiser for Boys & Girls Club
of Greater Memphis. Donna and Jon have
chaired the event for seven of the last eight
years. They have raised more than $70,000
and collected about 1,000 toys this year.
David Willmott is president and COO of
Blount International Inc. in Portland, OR.
This past fall David also served as defensive
coordinator of his son Charles’ football team,
which almost went undefeated.

Cindy and Edward Dobbs, Julie and Rob
Hussey ’81, Brooke and Will Levy ’99,
and Paula and Steve Samsom visited the
Panama Canal with the Young Presidents’
Organization.
Will Hughes is a partner at a new RIA
(Registered Investment Advisory) called
Revolution Partners LLC. “We created this

Jim Buchman’s fanciful
column sculptures, Deborah
and Karen, were featured in
the Tops show.

Tops Art Showing
Matt Ducklo ’92 and MUS art instructor Jim Buchman stand next to Faculty Emeritus Peter Bowman’s painting at the opening of Voice of
the Turtle in Ducklo’s Tops Gallery in Memphis December 13. The exhibition featured the work of nine artists who have spent significant time
in their creative lives working in Memphis. The name comes from the title of an adventurous 1968 album by John Fahey, whose painting
and likeness are both in the show. Other featured artists were Kenneth Lawrence Beaudoin, Guy Church, William Eggleston, John McIntire,
Johnathan
Payne,
and
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company to disrupt Wall Street. Our advice
is driven by financial planning, fee transparency, and client relationships. With offices
in Memphis and Nashville, we provide
consulting services for high net worth
individuals and defined contribution plans.”
As of December 2014 Sean Click has taken
a new position as operations director of
Mulholand Brothers in Berkeley, CA. “We are
a manufacturer and retailer of luxury leather
bags and accessories with offices in NYC and
Berkeley and Shanghai, China. Our products
are available at retailers such as Orvis,
Nordstrom, and Neiman Marcus. I have
worked in consumer product development
and marketing since 1996, having launched
products for Hamilton Beach Brands, Exxon,
DuPont Stainmaster, and Memphis-based
W.M. Barr, among others. On a personal
note thanks to the dismissal of Prop 8 in
2013, I also legally married my partner and
best friend of nine years in December in
Lake Tahoe, CA. His name is Sean Slater,
originally from Austin, TX, and he is a
principal owner at ELS Architects, also based
in Berkeley. My parents are now retired in
Sonoma an hour away, so we enjoy visiting
them and the wineries when we can.

working with banks and financial institutions
to improve their branch real estate efficiency.
Mayor Mark Luttrell appointed Ross Dyer
the new Shelby County attorney as of
December 1. He previously served as senior
counsel and managing attorney for the
Tennessee State Attorney General’s office in
Memphis for the past decade, and he represented Tennessee during the Shelby County
Schools consolidation litigation.
Eric Elms is on the board of directors of the
Tennessee Association of Criminal Defense
Lawyers.
Josh Poag is breaking ground on two major
development projects: the much anticipated
Highland Row mixed-use development on
the former Highland Church of Christ site in
Memphis, as well as the 310,000-square-foot
Tanger Outlet Mall project in Southaven, MS.

Horace Carter and his wife, Missy, have
two sons, who are now at MUS. Gus ’20 is in
seventh grade and Joe ’18 is in ninth grade.

David Waddell’s firm, Waddell & Associates
Inc., came in at No. 39 on CNBC’s list of
the top 100 fee-only wealth management
firms in the country. David and his family
have moved to Hong Kong for a year to
immerse themselves in the culture and study
the Chinese economy as it transitions to a
consumption-based system. He has been
enjoying traveling around the area, including
a recent trip to Macau. He is writing a column
about his experiences for MBQ magazine.

Sarko Kish is engaged to be married to
Grace Megal, a 1990 graduate of Hutchison
School.

Trey Watkins was appointed to the State
Board of Accountancy by Tennessee Gov.
Bill Haslam.

’90

		

’92

David Sacks has signed on as the COO of the
rapidly growing human resources software
company, Zenefits.

Cort Winsett has joined The Pickler Law
Firm in Collierville as associate attorney. He
also ran the NYC marathon on November 2,
his first and probably only, knocking one off
the bucket list.

’93
Tyler Benitone is now the general sales
manager at Jim Keras Subaru. He brings
16 years in the car business (mostly with
Honda) with him to the family-owned and
-operated Jim Keras Subaru. Tyler and his
wife, Shannon, live in Midtown and have two
children, Maddux, 5, and Olivia, 4.
Kristin and Dean DeCandia are expecting
their first child in July. Dean and classmate
Cavett Ostner are both long-time assistant
district attorneys in Shelby County.
Howie Gober is serving as president of the
Memphis Botanic Garden Foundation.
Hart Weatherford was included in the
Nashville Business Journal’s 2013 class of
Top Forty Under 40. Hart is president of
Farmington Financial Group.

		
’94

Lt. Col. Trevor Benitone is retiring from the
Air Force after 24 years and returning home
to Memphis. (Read more on page 18.)

Carter Campbell has founded a new firm
in Memphis, National Property Concepts,

Kent Smith is still working at Nike after
15 years. He has recently changed jobs,
moving from Operations to Footwear Product
Development. He is a footwear developer
helping create kids’ basketball products.

Hank Word has a new job as senior vice
president of technology and system strategies
at Evolve Bank and Trust in Memphis.

’91
Pritchard Bevis is now one of the 356
attorneys out of 95,000 in the State of Texas
who are board certified in oil, gas, and
mineral law by the Texas Bar Association.
His law practice continues to grow with this
new certification.

fun running the DMC, and I think it only
fair to give someone else a turn. I think fresh
leadership is good for an organization,” he
wrote in his letter of resignation. In other
news, Paul wrote, “In April I attended Justin
Miller’s wedding in Wilmington, NC. He
married Christian Swiers, and they moved
into their new home near the water 		
in Wilmington.”

Paul Morris and his wife, Mary, with their children,
Courtland, 5, and Alison, 1

Paul Morris is stepping down after five
years as president and chief executive for
the Downtown Memphis Commission to
join his family’s business, Jack Morris Auto
Glass. “I’m having a tremendous amount of

Richard Bloom is psyched to finally be
working at home in Los Angeles but really
bummed he missed the reunion. He is busy
art directing the second season of the HBO
series True Detective.
Jon Cantrell is senior vice president in the
Memphis office of Cantor Fitzgerald LP.
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Stooksberry (PDS/MUS - 1976-2014). So
while we are still stinging from the recent
loss of Wade, we should also continue to
remember the others we lost so early. We
know each is in a better place.”

’95
Oscar Edmonds in No. 74 and Brian Edmonds in
No. 28 bump drafting at Daytona.

For the last few years Brian Edmonds
has been racing cars with the NASA Spec
E30 series, racing mid-80’s BMW 325’s. “I
recently finished fifth out of 30 at Daytona
International Speedway and have wins at
Gateway in St. Louis and Memphis. My
dad [Oscar Edmonds] started racing with
me about two years ago so we now have a
two-car team with a 45-foot motor home
and stacker trailer (that’s one car on top of
another). I am the mechanic as I have learned
how to wrench pretty much anything on
the car, and I’m currently in the process of
replacing the engine in Dad’s car. Racing is
by far the most fun you can have with your
clothes on (or off, for that matter), and there is
no psychologist that can give you the kind of
therapy that bump drafting at Daytona at 145
mph can.”
Blake Rhea is the bassist for pop-rock band
American Fiction, which recently released
their debut album, Dumb Luck. (Read more
on page 34.)
Jay Sansing and his wife, Leah, have moved
back to Memphis. Jay is working as the
new database and systems administrator at
Grace-St. Luke’s Episcopal School.
After attending Wade Stooksberry’s funeral,
Kirby May wrote about this and other
losses for the Class of 1994: “We had many
classmates, both from PDS and MUS, in
attendance at the funeral. It was very
impressive how close a class we have. No
matter the academic, social, or athletic group
that we were connected with during our days
in school, we still have a strong bond that
connects us – as you can see from our recent
20th reunion. Over the weekend, several of
us discussed losing five classmates over the
years: Robert Gentry (PDS - 1976-1988),
Lee Murray (PDS/MUS - 1975-1992),
Michael Guimil (MUS - 1975-1993), Ed
Eleazer (PDS/MUS - 1975-1996), and Wade
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David Bradford was appointed by the mayor
of Collierville to the Collierville Planning
Commission.
Ben Cousins reports: “I finished my general
surgery residency in Las Vegas in 2010, and
then moved to Miami, where I graduated
from my plastic surgery fellowship at
the University of Miami in 2012. I then
completed an orthopedic hand fellowship at
the U. Miami in 2013. Right after, I joined a
private practice group of four other plastic
surgeons (all U. Miami grads) here in Miami,
and we have two offices, one in Coral Gables
and the other on South Beach. I also started a
hand surgery practice: South Florida Hand
Surgery (southfloridahandsurgery.com). I am
board certified in both general and plastic
surgery, but only practice plastic surgery
and take hand emergency call. I get back to
Memphis a few times a year, and I always
hit up David Bradford’s team for an MUS
alumni basketball roster spot, in case they
need a team plastic surgeon. I keep in touch
with several alumni through tennis, and
others via midnight black Acura drag racing
around the MUS track. Rumor has it that the
Peugeot is still running, as there have been
some unconfirmed reports of it being over at
Bogie’s Deli during lunchtime.”
Chip Brown has added a second location
of his popular BrownDog Lodge, a luxury
dog hotel, daycare, and spa. Services at
BrownDog include boarding, grooming,
doggie daycare, live webcams, and pickup
and delivery service, with locations in East
Memphis and Cordova. Check them out at
browndoglodge.com.
The Memphis Business Journal inducted
Michael Tauer into the 2014 class of Top
Forty Under 40. Michael is an attorney with
the Glankler Brown firm.

’96
Justin Giles was named a shareholder at the
Evans Petree PC law firm, where he practices
construction and surety law.

Incumbent Sen. Brian Kelsey was unopposed in the Republican primary election for
Tennessee Senate District 31.
Parrish Taylor has returned to Memphis
from Birmingham and has joined CBRE
Memphis LLC as vice president of retail
services.

’97
Will Askew teaches seventh- and eighthgrade world geography and American history
at Woodland Presbyterian School, where he is
also head girls basketball coach.
John Craft and his family have recently
moved back to Memphis from Chattanooga.
John was the campus minister at UT
Chattanooga with Reformed University
Fellowship and is now the RUF minister
at Rhodes College.
Michael Decker lives in Nashville, where
he’s a senior consultant with Accounting,
Economics & Appraisal Group LLC.
Russell Erskine is proprietor and laboratory
director at Enviropro Labs, an accredited
environmental testing laboratory in Salt Lake
City, UT.
John Scruggs married Elizabeth Kelsey on
September 28, 2013, and they are expecting
their first child this spring. Clayton
Chandler (W&L ’01) gets all the credit for
introducing them.
Tripp Shubert recently began a new job as
director of strategy and business development
with LexisNexis. He is living in Alpharetta,
GA, and has two sons, William and Andrew.
Brian Yoakum has been elected to the
board of directors of the Touchdown Club of
Memphis.

’98
Stefan Banks earned his MBA at Vanderbilt
after completing his service in the Middle
East with the United States Army. He
currently lives in Nashville, where he is the
general manager of Lipman Bros. Inc. and
the RS Lipman Company and president/CEO
of Napa Smith Holdings LLC (Napa Smith
Brewery).
Hunter Humphreys is a real estate attorney
with Dollar General and now lives in
Nashville with his wife, daughter, and son.

Troy Moling decided to change his circumstances. He left Memphis and accepted a job
in Kirksville, MO, as the morning meteorologist at KTVO. Be sure to like him on
Facebook at Troy Moling KTVO and check
out his forecasts on heartlandconnection.com.
Harley Steffens has been promoted to
shareholder in the law firm of Evans 		
Petree PC.

’99
In June Lou Arrindell completed a
Neonatology Fellowship through the
University of Tennessee at the Newborn
Center and Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital,
where he served as chief fellow. He has
since taken a position with East Memphis
Neonatology and practices at Baptist
Women’s Hospital. Lou and Adrienne,
welcomed their first child (a future Owl),
Ethan Hadley, in December.
Ben Bailey is a senior manager with AOL
Inc. in the DC metro area.
Nick Chimenti participated in the Polar Bear
Plunge in Portland, ME, on New Year’s Eve.

MARRIAGES
John Remmers ’69 to Ashley Moore
Mayfield on December 20, 2014
Rob Moore ’79 to Buffy Carter on
January 18, 2014
John Dunavant ’82 to Jennifer
Pierotti on August 6, 2014
Justin Miller ’92 to Christian Swiers
in April 2014
Bradley Cohen ’94 to Sarah Brody
on June 8, 2014
Byron Brown ’97 to Jennifer Oros
on September 20, 2014

Milestones

Neal Weinrich ’99 to Erin Steinberg
on September 28, 2013
Chris Hamilton ’00 to Brooke
Thompson on October 19, 2013
Lewie Smith ’00 to Liz Smith on
November 8, 2014
Bond Hopkins ’01 to Allison Lent
on July 12, 2014
Daniel McDonell ’01 to Katherine
Eder on November 1, 2014
Brandon O’Mell ’01 to Catherine
Cowart on August 30, 2014
David Bell ’02 to Claire Frisby
August 2, 2014

William Gates has moved back to Memphis
to take a new job as vice president - portfolio
manager at Delta Asset Management. It’s
great to have another Owl back.
Brooke and Will Levy, Cindy and Edward
Dobbs ’89, Julie and Rob Hussey ’81,
and Paula and Steve Samsom visited the
Panama Canal with the Young Presidents’
Organization.
William Moore graduated May 17 from
Tulane University’s School of Public Health
and Tropical Medicine with a master’s degree
in health administration. After graduation
he accepted a senior management position at
Levine Cancer Institute at Carolinas Medical
Center - NorthEast, part of the Carolinas
HealthCare System. His responsibilities
include oversight of strategy, operations,
and the oncology service. He is living in
Charlotte, NC.
Mark Pera is thinking VERY HARD about
taking a Viking River Cruise. He can’t decide
between hitting the Danube or the Rhine.
Wes Scott has become a partner in the law
firm of Waller Lansden Dortch & Davis LLP.

Henry Talbot ’03 to Abby Yandell
on March 22, 2014
Philip Reed ’04 to Sarah Akins on
August 23, 2014
Sam Buckner ’04 to Collin Wilson
on July 13, 2013
Charles Askew ’05 to Jaime
Derbyshire on September 28, 2013
John Hammons ’05 to Josie
Kitchens on March 22, 2014
Daniel Williams ’05 to Brittany
Myers on November 1, 2014

’00
Zach Dailey graduated from the University
of Denver business school in August and
moved from Denver to Houston after Berry
Petroleum was acquired by LINN Energy
LLC. He and his wife, Mandy, welcomed
their first son, Banks, in October.
Stuart Hutton recieved his MBA from
Rice University in May 2014. After many
years with PricewaterhouseCoopers, he is
now an associate with Reppert Capital in
Houston, TX.
Thomas Robinson has joined Alco
Management Inc., where he will be a part of
the real estate acquisitions and development
team. Alco owns, develops, and manages
quality affordable and conventional rental
housing.
Lee Wilson is an investment analyst with
John B. Levy & Co. in Richmond, VA.
John Winford and his family have moved to
Birmingham, where he is an industrial sales
and leasing associate with J.H. Berry
& Gilbert Inc.

Mary and Paul Morris ’92, a
daughter, Alison, born March 14,
2014

Ashlie and Stuart Hutton ’00, a
daughter, Caroline Alice, born June
21, 2014

Beth and Hart Weatherford ’93, a
daughter, Everett “Evie” Hull, born
July 31, 2014

Jenny and Wes Brown ’01, a
daughter, Florence Harper, born
June 23, 2014

Marty and Bo Summers ’94, a
daughter, Madalyn Mae, born
January 26, 2015

Daisy and Hank Sullivant ’01, a son,
Henry Paul IV, born August 19, 2014

Suzanne and Copley Broer ’96,
a daughter, Elise Marston, born
November 18, 2013

Elizabeth and John Adrian ’02, a
son, John “Jack” Christopher, Jr.
born August 2, 2014
Kayleigh and Bryan Clark ’02, a
daughter, McKee Autumn, born
December 5, 2013

Peter Zanca ’06 to Elizabeth Sharpe
on June 1, 2013

Mary Elizabeth and Fletcher
Maynard ’97, a daughter, Mims
Elizabeth, born December 18, 2014

Tyler Horn ’07 to Ashlee Quintero
on April 5, 2014

Molly and Griffin Beard ’98, a son,
John Griffin, born October 30, 2014

Hayden and Jay Fulmer ’02,
a daughter, Eleanor Reid, born
August 24, 2014

Andrew Jehl ’07 to Michelle Fox
on April 26, 2014

Whitney and Philip Cruzen, Jr. ’98,
a son, Baker Pate, born June 4, 2014

DEATHS

Stephen Maroda ’08 to Emily Rose
Walls on August 31, 2014

Anne and Robert Faber ’98, a son,
Robert Liles, born August 8, 2014

Andrew Maroda ’09 to Emily Archer
on June 27, 2014

Adrienne and Lou Arrindale ’99, a
son, Ethan Hadley, born December
3, 2012

Prentiss S. Leffler ’39
John Edward Fry ’62
Robert Orin Carloss Johnson ’63
Donald Cameron Mann ’67
Walter G. Efird III ’75
Carey Earl Potter ’77
Paul Osborne Schaefer ’81
Richard L. Silverman ’84
Gary Wade Stooksberry ’94
Donald McDaniel “Mac” Armour ’11

BIRTHS
Schuyler and Hal Bailey ’87, a son,
Hal Bailey IV

Lauren and Tyler Cannon ’99, a
daughter, Hudson “Huddy” Virginia,
born September 16, 2014

Jennifer and Chuck Baker ’90, a
son, Charles “Phillips” Phillips III,
born August 26, 2014

Mandy and Zach Dailey ’00, a son,
Banks Botner, born October 25, 2014

’01

cities on every continent except Antarctica in
the past two years. Kuroma will release a new
album (Votiv Records) in early 2015 and will
tour in the spring. Hank and his wife, Daisy,
live in Athens, GA.
Jay Tayloe was named a manager of the
certified public accounting firm Brundige
Payne & Company.

Bond Hopkins ’01, center, wed Allison Lent in
Houston on July 12. His groomsmen included,
from left, Grant Hopkins ’09, Hunter Mills ’01, Billy
White ’01, Paul Gillespie ’01, Brent Blankenship ’01,
Bruce Hopkins ’68 (best man), Lee Wilson ’00, and
Cooper Hopkins ’05. Bond works in Houston as a
senior analyst for DCP Midstream, and Allison is in
development and event planning for MD Anderson
in Houston.

Matthew Hinson is a senior tax associate at
CBIZ MHM LLC in Memphis.
Harvey Kay recently started as the company
and box office manager for Tennessee
Shakespeare Company. “I will be overseeing
box office sales, grants management, and
office administration, and I am excited to
help bring excellent theater and innovative
education programming to the Memphis area.
Our board of directors includes alumni Cary
Whitehead ’68 and Dr. Owen Tabor, Sr.,
father of Owen Tabor, Jr. ’85, and Wellford
Tabor ’86.”
Hank Sullivant continues to tour worldwide
with MGMT as guitarist and keyboardist, in
addition to leading his own band, Kuroma.
With one or both bands, he has played in

’02
David Bell works for Trinity Consultants,
which is based in Charlotte, NC. He married
Claire Frisby in August.
Spencer Bryan lives in San Francisco, where
he is a product manager at Lending Club,
which went public in December.
Gene Douglass is working in business
development and operations for Adams
Keegan Inc., a national human resources and
employer services company.
Jay Fulmer recently started Fulmer
Engineering LLC, which specializes in civil
site development engineering.
Trevor Knight is assistant vice president at
Wepfer Marine Inc. in Memphis.
Adam Lazarov has returned to Memphis
with his wife, Jami. They were previously in
Boston. Adam will be working at KelmanLazarov Inc., a financial services company.
Yusuf Malik is living in New York City and
working as an attorney with Washton & Gitto
LLC.

’03
Trey Adams just completed his juris
doctorate degree in the Honors Program
in Criminal Justice at John Marshall Law
School and spent the last year working as
a legal intern in the DeKalb County, GA,
District Attorney’s Office.
Philip Blackett is an MBA candidate at
Harvard Business School and founder
and “chief interview officer” at Magnetic
Interviewing, “a service that helps young
people ACE their interview so they can get
accepted into their dream schools and get
hired into their dream jobs.”
Jamie Drinan is associate administrator at
Sky Ridge Medical Center in Denver, CO.
After a five-year tour of duty with the Navy,
experiencing everything from boarding pirate
and drug smuggler vessels around Africa and
the Persian Gulf to running nuclear power
plants on aircraft carriers, Blake Lindsay
joined the management consulting firm
McKinsey & Company two and a half years
ago in their Chattanooga office. He consults
with various corporations in a large array of
industries (pharmaceutical, chemical production, steel manufacturing, medical devices,
school districts, government agencies). Blake
transferred to McKinsey’s Denver office in
late 2014.
Mikey McGuire is assistant director of
sports and recreation at Hope Presbyterian
Church.

Memphis 2018 - 50 Years Since MLK
Filmmaker Robert Rowan ’02 and producer, screenwriter, and Lower School
Principal Clay Smythe ’85 are working on an as-yet-untitled documentary that
will take audiences on a journey through Memphis history from 1968 to 2018. It is
a retrospective of the city from MLK to busing, Memphis Tigers to failed sports
franchises, all underscored by the unforgettable music of the era. Rowan calls
the project a concept album on film.
“I will tell the story by interviewing politicians, civil rights leaders, celebrities,
business and entrepreneurial visionaries, and everyday Memphians, weaving
their story together with animation from Memphis visual artists as well as my own
work, and score it with the best Memphis music,” Rowan said. Learn more about
the project via Facebook: tinyurl.com/qcwtjhv.
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Robert Rowan ’02 at work, assisted by Peter Phillips ’15

Clifford ’04 Rising NYC Real Estate Star
Winfield Clifford ’04, director of sales at Cushman & Wakefield, was recently named to the top
30 Under 30 Rising Real Estate Stars in New York City by the Commercial Observer. Here’s why,
with thanks to commercialobserver.com:

Winfield Clifford walks the
Chattahoochee River Trails near
Atlanta along with his sister,
Shelley Clifford, head of lower
school at Mount Vernon
Presbyterian School in Atlanta.

“Winfield Clifford lived in Gowanus, Brooklyn, for two and a half years, walking through it twice
daily, and as a result got to know every nook and cranny. This proved incredibly useful in 2010,
when he started as a broker at Massey Knakal Realty Services [now Cushman & Wakefield],
covering the Downtown Brooklyn market. ‘It was really important with our business model being
hyper-focused within our territory,’ Clifford said. ‘I was walking or biking around our territory so
I understood the retail corridors and really got a feel for our neighborhood very quickly.’ Clifford
was the top producer for Kings County for a number of years, and last year he was promoted to
a director of sales in Brooklyn. His territory now is Gowanus-Park Slope.” Since joining the firm,
Clifford has been involved in the marketing and sale of 80 transactions with an aggregate value
exceeding $460 million. He is currently the exclusive broker for 14 active listings with an 		
approximate market value of $95 million.

Bunky Parr has moved to Chicago, where
he is in institutional equity sales at Seaport
Global Securities.
MBQ magazine named John Phillips,
chief investment officer at Red Door Wealth
Management, a Power Player in financial
planning in Memphis. On the CNBC list of
the Top 100 Fee-Only Wealth Management
Firms, Red Door is ranked 97th in the
country.

’04
Andrew Hooser has a new job at Evergreen
Packaging, where he works in logistics
network planning and as a project manager.
Will Presley teaches private guitar lessons
in addition to teaching guitar at the School of
Rock in East Memphis.
Austin Rainey is an associate at the
Apperson Crump firm, where he practices
family law.
Scott Warren has returned to Memphis,
and he is an associate analyst at Chickasaw
Capital Management.

’05
Charles Askew in January accepted a job
as a senior associate research analyst in
the Municipal Fixed Income group at AIG
Investments in New York City, following
four and half years at Fitch Ratings covering
primarily infrastructure and project

finance. In his new role he will be monitoring
performance and risk on AIG’s existing
portfolio of U.S. municipal fixed-income
holdings and assisting the team in evaluating
future purchase decisions.
Preston Dennis is a client services account
manager with the Memphis Grizzlies. In
addition he also serves as one of two game
day managers.
Worth Morgan announced his candidacy for
District 5 on the Memphis City Council. The
election will be in October. It’s an open race,
since Jim Strickland, who currently holds that
seat, will be running for mayor of Memphis.
Marc Purnell is in his second semester of
law school at University of Memphis and will
be getting married in May.
As of November 2014, Hunter Swain is an
associate attorney at the law firm King &
Greisen, LLP in Denver, CO. His practice
focuses on representing employees and other
individuals in litigation and negotiated resolution of employment and civil rights claims.
Rayner Turley was promoted to senior
analyst in the Corporate Advisory Group
for NASDAQ in New York City. He was
also named to the D Magazine list of Top
Residential Producers and Real Estate Agents
in Dallas in 2014.
Daniel Williams is now a financial coach
at Chartwell Financial Group in Memphis,
as well as a varsity assistant for high school
boys’ basketball at Lausanne. He also coaches

basketball in the summer for a program called
M33M, which is an AAU organization out
of Memphis.

’06
Duncan Adrian is an engineer in the
Memphis office of Geotechnology Inc., a
professional engineering and environmental
services company.
Walter Klyce recently moved to Providence,
RI, where he has started med school.
Taylor Maury is a lending officer with
Financial Federal.
Alex Rainer has moved to Denver, where he
is a sales associate with Signpost, a cloudbased marketing software that gives local
businesses the power to effortlessly build and
manage customer relationships.
Zack Rutland has a new job with TD
Ameritrade Institutional in Dallas, TX.

’07
Will Aldridge is a financial analyst with
FTN Financial in Memphis.
Daniel Brown is a credit analyst with
Cadence Bank in Houston. He was previously
an audit associate with KPMG.
After receiving a master’s of science in
health science from Mississippi College in
August, Miles DeBardeleben is at St. Jude
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Children’s Research Hospital working in
a research lab in the Surgery Department.
He is conducting research on the biological
pathways of pediatric melanoma. In August
he starts medical school at the University of
Mississippi Medical Center in Jackson.
Paul Kennedy recently transferred from
Kansas City to Chicago with his job at DNJ
Intermodal Services.
Lee Moore is a medical student at the
University of Mississippi School of Medicine
in Jackson.
Julian Prewitt is a corporate sales executive
with Cornerstone Systems, a leading nationwide provider of solutions for transportation
and logistics.
Ben Stallworth is an account manager in
the Memphis office of Aerotek, a leading
company in the recruiting and staffing
industry. In his free time he coaches football
defense for the Lower School at MUS.

most prominent MUS memory? “Playing
American football – coming in having played
rugby since I was 7 and having to wear pads
and a helmet and run around in 100-degree
heat is definitely a memory, especially
two-a-days in the summer. But also on game
nights and playing Christian Brothers.”
Jeffrey Wright earned his master’s degree in
journalism from the University of Mississippi.
He’s in Oxford working for Rivals.com,
where he writes, produces, and edits content
for RebelGrove.com, the Ole Miss team site
for Rivals.com. He serves as the videographer
and video editor for the site, and has written
and created videos for nationally broadcast
stories. In addition, he is the co-host and
producer of the Oxford Exxon Podcast
powered by RebelGrove.com, as well as the
creator, writer, producer, and host of the After
Hours podcast at RebelGrove.com. The show
is a humorous look at current events and pop
culture that is released twice each week.

Miles Tamboli is the new Youth Farm
manager for Girls Inc. of Memphis.

’08

Ben Waller is living in San Francisco, where
he is a marketing coordinator for Fitbit Inc.

Sayle Atkinson is an associate with
Bernstein Global Wealth Management in
their Washington, DC, office. Bernstein
provides comprehensive wealth planning
and investment solutions to high net worth
individuals, families, endowments, and
foundations.
Collin Fountain works at Helena Chemical
Company in Collierville as an internal
auditor.

Simon Wigfield and Coach Orlando McKay

Former MUS exchange student Simon
Wigfield dropped by campus recently to
catch up with old friends, including Coach
Orlando McKay. He was in the States for a
wedding. Wigfield works in London in the
Defense Division for IQPC, which coordinates business conferences internationally.
“I organize the news and analytic websites,”
he said. “We have editors and writers who
contribute on the latest occurrences in
the defense and security sector. I also run
conferences around the world to help with
some security issues and help nations combat
terrorism and insurgency. Looking to bring
people together to share information on
how we can better protect ourselves.” His
50
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In December Daren Freebing began a new
job as finance staff accountant with LaSalle
Investment Management, an international
real estate investment management firm,
located in Chicago. After earning his
CPA license in August 2012, he worked
for the tax and advisory services company,
PricewaterhouseCoopers in Chicago for 15
months as a private client accountant.
Christopher Kennedy is currently
in graduate school at Embry Riddle
Aeronautical University in Daytona, FL. He
has earned a degree in aerospace engineering
and is now working on his master’s in
mechanical engineering.
Kirk Malmo works in recreational and
agricultural land sales for Outdoor Properties
LLC. Covering Mississippi, Tennessee, and
Arkansas, Kirk can help you find a property

to fit your needs or help you sell a property
when the time comes to capitalize on your
outdoor investment.
Stephen Maroda is a consultant in the
healthcare practice of Huron Consulting
Group in Houston, TX. He married Emily
Walls in August.

Scott McClintock, left, records an interview with
Mississippi Gov. Phil Bryant.

As aide de camp for Mississippi Gov. Phil
Bryant, Scott McClintock has wide-ranging
responsibilities, including implementing the
governor’s daily schedule, acting as a liaison
between the governor’s security detail and
official office, writing letters on the governor’s behalf, taking photos, and facilitating
interviews with the media. “But often my day
ranges much further than that, from calling
CEOs and athletic directors to getting coffee
and arranging lunch,” McClintock said. “The
main purpose of my role is to handle logistics.
With a schedule as demanding as that of a
governor, there needs to be someone there
who can keep him (or more often, those he’s
meeting) on schedule, oftentimes by being as
blunt as walking into the meeting and saying
‘we have to go,’ in order to get him to his next
engagement on time. I think I have one of the
best jobs in state government. I’m the least
important person in any room that I walk
into; however, because of who I’m three steps
behind, I get into some pretty cool rooms!”
Ross Montague is a revenue management
analyst at FedEx Services.

’09
George Coors is a financial advisor in
Memphis with FTB Advisors.
Johnny Dillon is an audit associate with
Dixon Hughes Goodman LLP.
Ben Khouri is working for Senate
Republican leader Mitch McConnell in his
Washington, DC, office.

Hank Hill ’10, George Utkov ’10, and Nate Utkov ’12
answer: “We ate, slept, and drove a van through
New Zealand. Over 4,000 miles. And 3 showers.”
Watch their thrill-ride of a video, “The Living Spree,”
here: vimeo.com/105608362

“What do you do with the
last summer of your life?”
Carl Krausnick is in his first year of law
school at Washington and Lee University,
where he was elected 1L Student Bar
Association president. He is a mentor to
the Undergraduate Pre-Law Society and a
member of Phi Alpha Delta law fraternity.
Carl also devotes time to help tend the
university community garden, which
provides produce to needy persons in and
around Rockbridge County, VA.
Evan Mah is deputy food editor at Atlanta
magazine, where we lifted this profile: “Evan
Mah joined Atlanta magazine full time in
November 2013 after a successful internship
in summer 2012. Chinese by heritage but
Southern at heart, he grew up in the chickenfrying, biscuit-baking kitchens of his parents’
restaurants in Mississippi. In 2009 he moved
to Atlanta to attend Emory University, where
he majored in journalism and sociology
and served as editor in chief of the campus
newspaper, The Emory Wheel. A lover of
Bordeaux, breadbaskets, and afternoon naps,
he’s positive he’s going to set the world record
for youngest person ever to have gout.”
Tucker Witte is marketing operations
manager at Campus Explorer in Santa
Monica, CA.

’10
James Arnold is the press secretary for U.S.
Rep. Rick Crawford (R-AR-1) in Washington,
DC.
Barry Brunetti teaches world history at
Fayette Ware Comprehensive High School in
Somerville, TN. He is also the quarterbacks
coach and part-time offensive play caller for
the Wildcats.
Will Carruthers is working for FedEx in
their IT Department in Colorado Springs,
CO.
Edward Cates is finishing up school at the
University of Texas with a degree in computer

engineering. He and his friends are working
on websites and mobile apps, as well.

Drew Karban will earn his MBA from the
University of Mississippi in July 2015.

Andrew Chinn is working as a software
developer at Epic in Madison, WI.

Christian Kauffman lives in Atlanta, where
he is on the staff of Ernst & Young’s Financial
Services Office.

Wylie Coleman is working for ARcare in
Augusta, AR.
Brian Davidoff moved to Chicago.
Conner Davis is on the faculty of
Westminster Academy in Memphis, where
he teaches ancient civilization and physical
education.
Holt Edwards is working for U.S. Sen. Bob
Corker (R-TN) in Washington, DC.
Upon graduating from the United States
Naval Academy in the spring, Zak Eissler
will start his training to be a Navy pilot.
Will Evans is doing cholesterol research
in Boston.
Andrew Gardella has been selected for
Navy Officer Candidate School.
Cort Gatliff is the director of communications for Living Water International’s college
program, which is the same nonprofit that he
and Christian Kauffman raised money for,
biking across the country their senior year
at MUS.
Chase Harriman graduated from Vanderbilt
in May with degrees in economics and
Spanish and a philosophy minor. He is now
living in Nashville, where he works as a business analyst at a small healthcare company.
Hank Hill graduated from Washington and
Lee last May.
Louis Jackson has started pharmacy school
at University of Tennessee Health Science
Center in Memphis.
Alexander Kaltenborn is currently studying
in Poland for his master’s in theoretical
physics.

Michael Lewandowski is finishing up
his architecture thesis and interning in
Birmingham, AL.
Evans McCaul is Phi Beta Kappa at UNC.
John Austin Monteith has been promoted
to assistant agent with the William Morris
Endeavor Entertainment Agency in Beverly
Hills, CA.
Wilson Orr is working in investment
banking with JP Morgan in New York City.
Allan Palmer reports, “I am teaching
English in A Guarda, Galicia, Spain, and
just applied to teach again next year but
hopefully in Madrid. I love it here and feel
that another year of living abroad will only
better prep me for graduate school and/or
promoting my Spanish in a business setting.
The program I’m working for is through the
Spanish government and it’s called Auxiliares
de Conversación. I am teaching roughly 16
classes a week, direct the English club and
also give private lessons on the side.”
Jake Rudolph graduated from Washington
and Lee and is working as an investment
banking analyst at Lincoln International in
Chicago.
Ryan Saharovich enrolled in law school at
Emory University in Atlanta.
Will Taylor graduated from Princeton last
June. He is now in the Ph.D. program at
Brown University in Providence, RI, studying
theoretical astrophysics with a focus on dark
matter. He has been working as a teaching
assistant and is doing research as well.
Colin Thomas is enrolled in a master’s
program at Georgia Tech in nuclear
engineering.
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Diamond Guys
The Rakers and Dallstreams, families
of current MUS students, were at a
competitive baseball game in Omaha, NE,
last summer, and they noticed two Owl
alumni – and Ole Miss baseball players –
there for the College World Series.
The coach let them step away from
signing autographs to take a photo. Pictured, from left, are Brock Dallstream ’19,
Dalton Dulin ’13, Drew Rakers ’20, Holt Perdzock ’12, and Tyler Rakers ’18.
In front is Cole Dallstream, a sixth grader at Woodland Presbyterian.

Mitchell Thompson graduated from
Washington and Lee in May. He is now an
assistant football coach at Amherst College in
Massachusetts.
Ian Turner is completing his master’s in
accounting at Rhodes College, working
at AutoZone as a financial analyst. He
is moving to NYC in the fall to work at
PricewaterhouseCoopers.
Jesse Wade moved to Austin, TX. “We need
#MemphisSwag down here.”
Peterson Wellford is interning at St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital running their
college volunteer program and working
in special events. He has been accepted
to graduate programs for the fall in health
administration but has not decided where he
will study.

Base in Albuquerque, NM. His squadron
works to conduct live and virtual simulation
exercises for the military warfighters. He
married Hannah Elizabeth in June.

’11

Eli Wilder is currently working at Church
Health Center in Memphis while he finishes
up the medical school application process.

Clifton Jordan is a senior at Morehouse
College. Last summer he was an investment
banking summer analyst at SunTrust
Robinson Humphrey. Upon graduation in
May, he will be working for Wells Fargo as a
financial analyst in Charlotte, NC.
Britt McGuire is on the soccer team at
Christian Brothers University, where he is
goalkeeper for the Bucs.
Quay Stallworth is a senior at Ole Miss
with plans to graduate in the spring. Over the
summer he was an intern with Prudential of
Asia in London and also attended the London
School of Economics.

Class of 2011 alumni visited on campus after the
Young Alumni Dodge Ball and Brunch event in
December. From left, Ivan Denson, Scooter Taylor,
and Michael Glenn catch up with Grant Burke,
chair of the Fine Arts Department.

Hannah and Matt Williams at the Albuquerque
Balloon Fiesta

Matt Williams was commissioned as a
2nd Lieutenant in the Air Force in May and
is working as a project officer at a combat
training squadron at Kirtland Air Force

Sam Cox was chosen for an internship with
Baker Hughes, an oilfield design and service
company in Houston, TX, in the summer of
2014. Sam is a senior mechanical engineering
major at Mississippi State University. He is
a President List’s scholar and also made the
academic honor roll for the Southeastern
Conference in intercollegiate athletics for the
second straight year.

David Ursic ’11 is pictured here with Dr.
Marvin Wilson, University of Mississippi
School of Pharmacy Associate Dean, at a
reception following the School of Pharmacy’s
White Coat Ceremony on August 15. The
ceremony marks completion of the student’s
pre-pharmacy curriculum and entry into the
first year of the school’s professional program.
David was accepted in the Ole Miss School
of Pharmacy Early Entry program during
his senior year at MUS and completed the
program in May on the Chancellor’s Honor
Roll. During summer and winter breaks,
David works as a pharmacy intern 		
at Methodist University Hospital.

’13
High-Flying Owls
From left, George Utkov ’10, Tyler Efird ’10, Nate Utkov ’12, Neil Utkov ’77,
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and Franklin Martin ’10 get ready to skydive in summer 2014.

James Burnett spent last summer working in
the football recruiting office at Ole Miss.
Sam Shankman stepped in to direct Beg

To Differ for the Winter Concert after John
Hiltonsmith’s passing.
Fort Robinson has completed his first year
at the College of Charleston, where he is
studying business. He spent the month of
June in the wilds of Alaska enrolled in the
National Outdoor Leadership School (NOLS).

’14
Trapshooter Chandler Brown is featured on
the Mississippi College website: “Recently,
the 18-year-old Mississippi College freshman
was chosen the top junior shooter in the state
of Tennessee and named to the 2015 Amateur
Trapshooting Association All-American
team. The Germantown, TN, resident has
taken his remarkable abilities to the MC
sporting clays shooting team, and that’s got
school administrators fired up.
‘Chandler Brown has achieved what few
shooters ever do – he is ranked first in
the state of Tennessee and has made the
All-American team,’ says Jim Turcotte, vice
president for enrollment services and dean of
students.
‘Chandler is a standout on our sporting clay
and trap team, and we expect that he will
represent Mississippi College well at the San
Antonio shooting [tournament] in the spring.”
… ‘He’s a quiet, yet hard-working member
of our team, and we are very pleased to have
him at MC.’”
Hayden Combs is a member of the golf team
at Washington and Lee University.

Jake Eissler, left, with some of his friends from the
NROTC program during Penn State’s Homecoming
festivities. Word is he is enjoying his experience
there.

Paul Stevenson is a member of the Notre
Dame Chorale. The chorale was on a winter
break tour across the southeast U.S. and
stopped in Memphis to perform at the Church
of the Holy Spirit. The performance was
presented by the ND Club of Memphis and
hosted by the Holy Spirit Schola Choir.

Why I Give
Nick Schwartz ’14, a freshman at Massachusetts Institute of Technology majoring in
mechanical engineering and biological engineering, wrote the following letter to Headmaster
Ellis Haguewood before he graduated. Schwartz recently said he could not be happier at MIT –
“MUS has prepared me so well for it academically and socially.” An MIT lacrosse player and
a member of the Phi Beta Epsilon fraternity, he tutors Boston high school students,
and he holds a research position in the Physics of Biological Systems.
Nick Schwartz, center, and his fraternity brothers
Nick Martin from Mason, OH, left, and Drew
Beller from Hewlett, NY

Dear Mr. Haguewood,
for overseeing the
I am writing this because I would like to thank you
ndously grateful for all
school that made me who I am today. I am treme
the school, has given me.
that MUS, and especially the community within
e person. My
I showed up in seventh grade not knowing a singl
nt they promoted
teachers that year (including you) and the environme
e. MUS continued to
gave me the opportunity to make friends for a lifetim
academics that, at times,
give me opportunities in leadership, service, and
best education possible.
have pushed me to my limit, but granted me the
this wonderful
Thank you for providing me the ability to attend
my classmates and I
school. Over the past six years, I truly believe that
g the half-dozen years
have become men. I cannot recall a single day durin
times, MUS is the type
that I regret. Although I might have messed up at
I am the better for it.
of school that helps students learn from mistakes.
future like MUS has.
No other school could have prepared me for my
ns mean. A man is someHere I’ve learned what a man’s words and actio
le, who has no singular
one whose words precede his actions, who is humb
t of his life. Theodore
talent – instead, he improves daily on every aspec
product of MUS: This man
Roosevelt best put what defines a man who is a
models like you and
“speaks softly and carries a big stick.” Having role
this ideal has been a true
like every other faculty member who embodies
blessing.
s remember this
Mr. Haguewood, thank you for MUS. I will alway
can be.
place for transforming me into the best me that I
Nick Schwartz
MUS ANNUAL FUND
To make a gift to the Annual Fund, call (901) 260-1350, give online at musowls.org/donate,
or mail a contribution to 6191 Park Avenue, Memphis, TN 38119.
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Batey Receives Hale Award for Outstanding Service

From left, Betty Hale, Honour Batey, Ben Hale, and Eddie Batey, recipient of the
2014 Jean Barbee Hale Award for Outstanding Service

A

s director of the Memphis Leaders program, Eddie
Batey works to develop leaders with an attitude of
serving others. Indeed, his philosophy of education is a
system that incorporates not only scholarship but also
character development: “If the two are not combined, an individual
will be either ineffectual or dangerous,” Batey has said, paraphrasing American education pioneer Samuel Phillips, Jr. “Therefore,
institutional goals of learning should foster what is commonly
referred to as servant leadership.”
It is a lesson he has taken to heart in his own life, which is
marked by a deep ethical and spiritual belief in serving others. In
recognition of the servant leadership he has demonstrated for 30

T
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Ben Hale endowed the Jean Barbee Hale Award for Outstanding Service in honor of his wife upon her retirement in 1998. She
was a valued member of the staff for 24 years. The Hales’ three
sons attended MUS: Scott ’78, Dennis ’80, and Steve ’84

Alumni Honor Jim Russell with Portrait

he Alumni Executive Board honored
Jim Russell, beloved English
instructor for 48 years, with a portrait
for the Dining Hall. Faculty and students,
friends, and family gathered on campus
October 6 for an unveiling reception and
to celebrate Russell, who held the Sue
Hightower Hyde Chair of English from
1969-2013. John Barton ’95, president of
the board, introduced the program in honor
of this 10th portrait in the series celebrating
men and women who have helped define the
legacy of MUS.
Headmaster Ellis Haguewood described
Russell as a gentleman of impeccable
integrity, an unpretentious scholar, and a
proficient musician who offered inspiration
and wisdom to MUS students and faculty
members for nearly five decades.
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years at MUS, Batey received the Jean Barbee Hale Award for
Outstanding Service in May. This award is given each year to a
member of the MUS family who has exhibited outstanding loyalty,
responsibility, dedication, and commitment to excellence in service
to the school.
Batey, who graduated from Rhodes College and earned his
master’s degree in counseling at the University of Memphis, has
served as MUS director of counseling, science and psychology
instructor, and cross country and track coach. In 1989 he won the
John M. Nail Outstanding Teaching Award. In addition to serving as
director of the Memphis Leaders program, he is faculty advisor to
the Civic Service Organization.
“Eddie’s hand has been in almost every community service
project that our boys have undertaken – and it was even before
he was the official advisor to the CSO,” Headmaster Ellis
Haguewood said.
In conferring the award at a faculty luncheon, Haguewood
recalled a quote from the late Leigh MacQueen, former Upper
School principal and associate headmaster: “In Mr. Batey we have
a highly professional, energetic, and creative colleague who has
done a fantastic job since joining our faculty. It is a privilege to
work with him and be stimulated by his ideas and energies.”
“If there’s one thing we can say about Mr. Batey,” Haguewood
added, “it’s that he has ideas, and he has energies.”

“He is a man, in Tennyson’s words,
whose manner inside and outside the classroom exhibits ‘high thought and amiable
words and courtliness and love of truth and
all that makes a man,’” Haguewood said.
Russell’s former student, Dr. Lou
Adams ’70, thanked Russell for being his
teacher, mentor, and friend, and for teaching
his sons, Galloway Allbright ’98, William
Adams ’03, and Hunter Adams ’06. Dr.
Adams said Russell not only taught him
to express his thoughts clearly and write
with proper English technique, but he also
fostered his love of art in a co-educational
Humanities class.
“As a teacher you never know where
the seeds you cast will take root. My love of
art today is one of those seeds, and I thank
you for it,” Dr. Adams said.

Terry Shelton, co-author with Russell
of The Owl English Handbook and holder of
the A. Robert Boelte, Jr. Chair of Excellence
in Teaching, described his colleague’s
gentle, ever-supportive manner with the
teachers he supervised as the English
Department chairman for 44 years.
“Rather than being severe and critical,
or even mildly admonitory, his evaluations
always sought to encourage and support.
He would say things like ‘Terry, I really
liked the way you pretended not to know
the answers to all those student questions in
order to encourage the boys to seek the truth
for themselves.’
“Pretend, hell,” Shelton said.
Describing the life-changing love of
literature, music, and art that Russell passed
along, Shelton said, “What he is will always
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Burke Acting Chair of Fine Arts Department

rant Burke has been named
acting chair of the Fine Arts
Department, following the
death of John Hiltonsmith in
December. In this role he will oversee and
coordinate art and sculpture courses and
theater and music programs.
“Mr. Burke is creative, innovative,
collegial, bright, and well organized, and I
am pleased that he has accepted our invitation to provide leadership for the Fine Arts
Department,” Headmaster Ellis Haguewood
said. “He will be a superb chairman.”
Burke said he is honored by his
selection. “I’m excited about this chance to
further serve MUS and my colleagues in the
Fine Arts Department.”
A graduate of Harding University with
a degree in interactive media, Burke joined
the faculty in 2008 following five years as
interactive director at carpenter/sullivan/
sossaman, a full-service advertising agency.
Before taking that position, he had founded
his own DVD and multimedia production
company. Fluent in modern technology,
he possesses skill in web design, graphic
design, animation, and video editing.
During his college days he gained recording
experience during a yearlong internship at

Blue Chair Recording Studio in Austin, AR.
He works with the Communications
Department in designing the MUS website
and on occasion shoots photographs for the
school, such as the recent holiday card image featuring the MUS Drum Corps. In the
classroom he has taught Art I, 2-D Design,
Printmaking, and Photography. Four years
ago, he initiated the very popular Artist-inResidence Program, enlisting a different
artist each year – to date, Jared Small,
Nancy Cheairs, George Hunt, and David
Lynch – to spend a week in the art studio
with students while creating a painting for
the school’s growing gallery. In 2012 he
guided a summer course on Leonardo da
Vinci through the MUS-in-Europe program.
The following summer, inspired by da
Vinci’s love of music and supported by a
grant from the Hale Fellowship for Faculty
Development, he constructed a guitar
and tenor and soprano ukuleles. He has
worked part-time with NBA Entertainment,
the branch of the National Basketball
Association responsible for photos, videos,
and commercials. One of his favorite
assignments is working the annual NBA
All-Star Weekend. He was the January 2010
Grizzlies Educator of the Month.

Burke and his wife, Mandi, an
occupational therapist, have two children,
3-year-old Elliot, and 8-month-old Isaac.

Grant Burke, chair of the Fine Arts Department,
and 2014-15 Luckett-Guinn Artist-in-Residence
Jared Small with his painting

live on through his students and colleagues
and through their students and colleagues
and children to the verge of time.”
To see more photos from the unveiling
reception, visit the MUS Photo Gallery,
musowls.org/photogallery.
The Faculty Portrait Series is a project
taken on by the Alumni Executive Board
to honor MUS faculty members that have
given much of their lives in service to
the school. With the many changes in the
appearance of the campus, these portraits
will serve as a constant reminder to alumni,
students, faculty, and friends that, although
the school may look different, the faculty
has always been the consistent and primary
reason for MUS being the great school that
it is. Each year, a new portrait is unveiled at
a reception, and the portrait is hung in the
Dining Hall.

Jim Russell, center, with Alumni Executive Board members, from left, Ned Laughlin ’94, Johnny Crews ’84,
John Stewart ’78, Andy McArtor ’86, John Barton ’95, Craig Witt ’85, Paul Gillespie ’01, and Pat Hopper ’89.
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Jarnagin Begins First Season as Head Baseball Coach

B

aseball Head Coach John Jarnagin
brings more than 30 years of
college-level experience to his position, and he enjoys using that experience to
guide younger players.
“I appreciate the opportunity to influence young men in the right direction, just
like in college,” he said. “MUS provides
an environment
and a foundation in which
people actually
care about the
character of their
students. I share
that philosophy.”
Jarnagin
took over for
Coach Johnny
Beard, who
retired from
coaching
baseball to return
to work in the
Coach John Jarnagin electric-power
industry.
“Organized, professional, diligent, and
energetic, Coach Jarnagin will offer our

boys integrity, personal development, and
the wisdom that comes from his extensive
coaching career,” Headmaster Ellis
Haguewood said.
Jarnagin most recently served two
years as head coach and founder, in 2013, of
the baseball program at Victory University
in Memphis. The 2014 season wrapped up
with a trip to the United States Collegiate
Athletic Association Small College World
Series, in which the team placed fourth.
Victory was ranked in the top 10 in the nation much of the year, finishing the season
31-24 for a second consecutive 30-win
season. (Victory University closed in 2014.)
A native of San Diego, CA, Jarnagin
played baseball for one season at San Diego
City Community College before moving
on to Liberty University in Virginia, where
he played for two years. Jarnagin earned a
degree in health and physical education at
Liberty and a master’s degree in physical
education, recreation, and safety at Middle
Tennessee State University, where he
was a graduate assistant coach for three
years. After a season as an assistant at
Trevecca Nazarene College in Nashville,
he was named head baseball coach at

Thompson Honored for
Perfect Attendance Behind Mike

T

he Voice of the Owls, Stormin’ Norman Thompson, celebrated 30 years behind
the MUS football mike with perfect attendance – he has not missed a single
home game. He has been the play-by-play announcer since Coach Jake Rudolph
drafted him in 1985. The team won the state championship that year, so he was pressed
into permanent service for luck. He has been ably assisted by Bill Taylor – instructor in
science, tennis coach, and holder of the Ruth McCaughan Morrison Chair of Science –
who has been the press-box spotter for 38 years.
Of course, Thompson’s day job is teaching English at MUS, which he has been
doing for more than 42 years. He holds the L. Edwin Eleazer III Chair of Excellence in
Teaching and serves as advisor to the Honor Council and The Owl’s Hoot.
At the game against Briarcrest on October 31, he received a golden mike trophy
commemorating three decades calling the plays with flawless attendance, not to 		
mention flawless grammar.
Here’s to 30 more years!
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Shelby State Community College (now
Southwest Tennessee Community College)
in Memphis, a position he held for 10
years. During his time at the college, he
received coach-of-the-year honors with the
Tennessee Junior and Community College
Athletic Association five times.
He went to the Ohio Valley Conference
for 12 years, serving as head coach at
Morehead State University in Kentucky. His
teams not only earned athletic lauds, including designation as the 2002 NCAA Division
I leader in home runs per game, but also
academic honors, including the conference
Institutional Academic Achievement Award
for the players’ high grade-point averages.
Jarnagin served as head coach at the
University of Montevallo in Alabama,
then spent a year working in athletic
compliance at the University of Alabama
at Birmingham, before coming back
to Memphis as head coach at Victory
University.
His wife, Donna, is an English teacher
at Southaven High School and they have
two children, Sara Beth, 23, and Micah, 20.
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Coach Beard Leaves the Diamond

arsity Baseball Coach Johnny Beard
retired from coaching last summer
after more than four decades of
service and dedication to young players
throughout the Memphis area, including the
past 10 years as an assistant and head coach
at MUS. He planned to return to work in the
electrical power industry – he had previously retired from Memphis Light, Gas and
Water – taking advantage of a six-month job
opportunity in Durango, CO, before he and
his wife, Glenda, settled in Phoenix.
“I love the game of baseball, and I love
this school and the boys and coaches with
whom I’ve had the chance to work,” Beard
said. “But after 41 years, it is now time for
me to try something new and return to the
other work that I know and love. I will miss
this place and the people very much, but
I am excited about this next phase in
my life.”
When Beard took over the baseball
program in 2008, the Diamond Owls
finished 14-11, and the program improved
with each year. In 2009 they were able to
advance to the sub-state round. The 2010
season was the best in school history, with
the team winning the region for only the

second time (the first being in 1992) and
advancing further in the state playoffs than
any other MUS squad, finishing as state
runner-up. For these accomplishments,
Beard was named The Commercial Appeal’s
Best of the Preps Coach of the Year. In 2011
the team repeated their titles, taking first
place in the region and runner-up at state.
In 2012 the team added a third-consecutive
regional championship and state runner-up
finish. The Owls also set a new school
record for most wins in a season, with an
overall record of 30-9. In 2013, in addition
to playing for the state championship,
the team and its supporters dedicated a
Coach Johnny Beard addresses baseball fans at
new grandstand, scoreboard, and other
the dedication of the grandstand at Thorn Field in
improvements to Thorn Field. In 2014 the
Owls were once again state finalists after an spring 2013.
impressive run through the region and state
playoffs. In addition to his baseball duties,
“You can’t win the Kentucky Derby
Beard supervised the maintenance of the
with mules,” he told The Commercial
athletic fields.
Appeal. “We’ve been fortunate to have
Outside the school Beard led five teams some really good players come through
to amateur national championships, and
here in the last few years. And I’ve said this
many of his players have gone on to play
before, but I really feel I have the three best
college and professional baseball.
assistants in the state – Kyle Finney, Bo
Beard was characteristically humble
Hart, and Chris Stewart. They deserve all of
about his accomplishments at MUS.
the credit, not me.”

Left: Norman Thompson at his station Above: From left, Norman Thompson, Leigh MacQueen,
and Bill Taylor look away from the field in 1990. Above Right: Headmaster Ellis Haguewood
applauds Thompson after presenting him the golden mike trophy. Right: From left, Norman
Thompson, Bill Taylor, and Dax Torrey ’94 at work in the press box in 2013
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Alumni Honor Pettey and Ballinger
Each year the Alumni Executive Board honors two alumni for their outstanding service to the community and the school. At the board’s
annual luncheon November 13, John Pettey ’67 was named Alumnus of the Year and Jonny Ballinger ’87 was named Volunteer of the Year.

Alumnus of the Year

The Alumnus of the Year Award is presented
to an MUS alumnus who exemplifies community leadership and personal integrity,
personifying the school’s guiding principle
of developing well-rounded men of strong
moral character.
John Pettey ’67 has played a significant role in improvements to the campus
and community, most recently spearheading

John Pettey and Jonny Ballinger

the creation of the Field House, a multisport
complex that features four tennis courts,
constructed on the southern portion of the
campus. He also led the fundraising efforts
for the Dunavant-Wellford Tennis Center.
Alumni Executive Board President
John Barton ’95 said Petty embodies “the
essence of this honor.”
At MUS he served as president of the
Student Council his senior year, and he was
West Tennessee regional singles champion
in tennis. He played on the MUS team for
four years, as did his son, George Pettey
’98. Now John plays USTA tennis on an
over-60 team with Alex Wellford ’60.
The team has won city, state, and Southern
championships for two years and competed
at the national level.
Among his leadership roles in the
community, Pettey has served on the board
of ArtsMemphis for more than 25 years,
including as chairman and in other officer
positions. He has served on the board
of Methodist Healthcare Foundation for
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nine years, and he has led that body as
chairman. Managing director at Raymond
James & Associates in Memphis, he has
been selected as one of America’s top 1,000
advisors by Barron’s Magazine in 2012,
2013, and 2014.
Pettey said receiving the Alumnus of
the Year award was an honor: “In addition
to my six great years as a student, my
brother, two sons, a stepson, and a nephew
all have had great experiences at MUS,” he
said. “Most of my closest friends attended
MUS or are connected in some way. I have
also been my class rep since 1982. During
all this period, with thousands of contacts
with the school, I have never been anything
but proud of MUS in terms of its mission,
the board, and its approach to education.
MUS graduates are making meaningful contributions in their work and civic endeavors
all over the world. Thus, it is particularly
meaningful for me to receive an award from
an organization that I admire greatly.”
Pettey has been married to Jana Kerr
since 1999 and has two sons, John Pettey
’97 and George Pettey ’98. Jana has a son,
Holt Edwards ’10, and a daughter, Hillary
Musice, who graduated from St. Mary’s
in 2005.

Volunteer of the Year

The Volunteer of the Year Award is
presented to an MUS alumnus who serves
Memphis University School in a significant
and needed way throughout the year,
seeking opportunities to promote the
interests of the school.
In presenting the Volunteer of the
Year award to Jonny Ballinger ’87,
John Barton ’95 praised his energy and
enthusiasm for service to the school and to
the community.
“In the fall of 1987, Jonny left
Memphis for Baylor University, where he
earned his BBA in marketing/entrepreneurship, followed by an international MBA in
marketing from the University of Memphis.
Twenty-seven years later we find him just
as devoted to leading and serving Memphis
and the MUS community as when he

worked with classmates to complete civic
service projects and compete on various
teams as a “great teammate,” according to
Coach Bobby Alston. Jonny is one of those
people who serves to serve – not for the
recognition. It is because of this selflessness
that we honor him today.”
Ballinger, a business lead project
manager for Smith and Nephew, has served
as president of the Alumni Executive Board
and, for nearly 20 years, as representative
for the Class of 1987. Along with former
Volunteer of the Year recipient, Cleo
Stevenson ’68, he organized the Battle of
the Bands to recognize student and alumni
musical groups and to raise funds for the
Civic Service Organization.
In expressing his gratitude to the board,
Ballinger spoke about what the award and
his connections to MUS have meant to him.
“My parents taught my brothers and me
the importance of volunteering and helping
others in need in our community when we
were very young, and I have carried that focus throughout my life,” Ballinger said. “It
was a true privilege to serve on the Alumni
Executive Board, and I have loved staying
in touch with my fellow classmates over
the years as the ’87 class rep. My parents
sacrificed a great deal to put their three sons
through MUS, and I will forever be grateful
to them for that meaningful gift. Serving
on the alumni board, first as a member and
then as president, was another invaluable
gift that enabled me to stay connected with
a school family I hold very dear.”
Ballinger is a member of Second
Presbyterian Church, where he volunteers
as the Work Placement Committee chair
for the Fellows Program, and he serves as a
mentor in the NEXUS Leaders program. He
is a member of the ArtsMemphis Marketing
Council, a 2006 graduate of the Leadership
Academy (now New Memphis Institute)
Fellows program, former board member and
chairman of HandsOn Memphis/Volunteer
Mid-South, and the recipient of the 2012
Theatre Memphis Volunteer of the 		
Year award.

Where Tradition Surrounds U
For more than 100 years, Memphis University
School has educated young men to become the
future leaders of our community, our nation,
and the world. Our legacy of scholarship and
leadership is perpetuated by caring individuals
who name the school as a beneficiary in their
estate plans.

There are generations of students yet to enroll,
all deserving the best education possible in order
to become future leaders.

Leave your legacy of scholarship and leadership.

For more information and estate planning tools,
visit musowls.org/estateplanning.
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Chuck Smith ’66 Retires from the Board

or the past two decades, Chuck Smith ’66 served on the
Board of Trustees, giving generously to his alma mater
through service, leadership, and support. The board bade him
farewell in May.
“It’s hard to describe everything he has done,” Trow Gillespie
’65 said. “He has touched the school in really magnificent ways.”
Joining the board in 1994, Smith has long served on athletic
and development committees. He has provided extraordinary support and leadership for a number of capital projects, Gillespie said,
including the Field House multi-sports facility and Stokes Stadium.
He was on the steering committee and a lead donor for the Doors
to New Opportunities campaign, and he was a founding member of
the Ross M. Lynn Society, serving as president for three years. He
is a member of the Crest & Cornerstone Society, indicating he has
remembered MUS in his estate plan. In addition he has been a class
representative since 2006.
Smith received a B.E. in engineering from Vanderbilt
University. For more than 40 years he has been president of
National Guard Products, a national manufacturer of commercial
door hardware, a business started by his father in 1935. He is
married to Susan Stevens Smith and has six children, Rhett,
Foster ’98, Lewie ’00, Austin ’08, Katie, and Anna Lane.
Active in the community, Smith has lent his talents to the
Ducks Unlimited Board of Directors and the Presbyterian Day
School Board of Trustees. He is also a supporter of Conservation
Through Art, a partnership founded in 2005 by ArtsMemphis and
Ducks Unlimited that raises awareness and funds for the arts and
conservation in the Mid-South.
At the May MUS board meeting, Smith accepted a chair engraved
with his name from Chairman Sam Graham ’80 and expressed his
gratitude to fellow members.
“I remember Kent Wunderlich, my classmate, asked me to join
the board in ’94, and since then I have served with Ben Adams ’74,

Chuck Smith on the Alumni Terrace

Trow Gillespie ’65, Bob Loeb ’73, and now Sam Graham ’80.
These are great leaders, with great vision, great strategy. I think their
vision and wisdom is truly exemplified by the fact that none of these
leaders ever assigned me to any academic committee in my entire
20-year history,” Smith said, eliciting a laugh from the gathering.
“It’s been a wonderful experience, a very humbling experience,
but a great opportunity to serve with all you great leaders, and I’m
very grateful for the experience.”

The 2014-15 MUS Board of Trustees, front row, from left, Trow Gillespie ’65, Sam Graham ’80, Collie Krausnick ’79, Billy Orgel ’81, Pitt Hyde ’61, Lou Adams ’70, Brett Grinder ’91,
Bob Loeb ’73; second and third rows, Johnny Moore, Fred Schaeffer ’88, Wiley Robinson ’75, Suki Carson, Joe Morrison ’78, Mark Halperin ’67, Steve Morrow ’71, Bill Troutt,
Andy McCarroll ’86, Bill Dunavant ’78, Jim Burnett ’83, and Glenn Crosby ’77; not pictured: Bob Fockler ’77, Rick Moore ’63, Chris Sanders, Owen Tabor ’85, and Gary Wunderlich ’88
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William B. Dunavant III ’78
From entrepreneurial innovation to
community stewardship, Bill Dunavant ’78
brings motivation and commitment to each
of his endeavors. Last fall he joined the MUS
Board of Trustees, providing his business
insight and dedication to education.
“I am delighted to have Bill around the
table as a fellow trustee. He and his family
have been stalwart supporters of MUS for
many decades,” Chairman Sam Graham
’80 said. “Bill is a natural leader and visionary with deep Mid-South roots as well as
wide-ranging
international
interests. His
insights and
energy will be
invaluable to
our board in the
years ahead.
He is serving
on the Finance
and Strategic

William E. Orgel ’81
As president of Tower Ventures, Billy
Orgel ’81 has built wireless communication
structures in 30 states. As the chairman of the
Unified Shelby County Board of Education,
he has helped
negotiate the
blending of two
school systems
into one. As
a Memphis
developer he
has helped
preserve historical structures
and bring new
apartment
construction
to the city’s
Downtown. As a new member of the MUS
Board of Trustees, he brings all this experience to his post.
“Billy has an impressive slate of
accomplishments and abilities to his credit,
combined with a heart for service to the

Planning committees, where he has already
made helpful contributions.”
Dunavant, a University of Virginia
graduate, is chief executive officer and president of Memphis-based Dunavant Enterprises
Inc., for many years the largest raw cotton
merchant in the world with annual sales
exceeding $1.5 billion. Dunavant Enterprises
sold its cotton interests in 2010, and today
the corporation comprises three operational
divisions: a global logistics company, a real
estate development group, and a capital and
private equity investing company.
Dunavant is on the national advisory
board of the Jefferson Scholars Foundation
at the University of Virginia and the advisory
board of Baptist Memorial Hospital. He
also serves on the board of the New
Memphis Institute, the Memphis Chamber
of Commerce Chairman’s Circle, and the
Chamber Greenprint Committee.
In the past he was chairman of Cotton
Council International, American Cotton
Shipper’s Association, and World Cotton
Exporters Association. He also lent his

expertise to many civic and community
organizations, including serving as president
of the Chickasaw Council of the Boy Scouts
of America and president of the Memphis
Botanic Garden, where he helped found the
Live at the Garden series of concerts.
He served as chairman of the board of St.
George’s Independent School and on the
board of Hutchison School.
Dunavant has been generous in his
support of MUS, making a major contribution
to the Doors to New Opportunities Campaign
and serving on the Campaign Design
Committee. He is a founding member of
the D. Eugene Thorn Society.
In his 33-year career Dunavant has
traveled to 77 countries and lived in Asia for
two years as well as in Europe, and he has
spoken to civic and business groups locally
and around the world.
Dunavant is married to Michelle
Spencer-Barnes Dunavant and has four
children: Audsley, Hilary, Billy ’16, and
Harry ’18. He enjoys hunting, fishing, snow
skiing, and spending time with his family.

Memphis community,” Chairman Sam
Graham ’80 said. “His commitment to
excellence is evident wherever he has
been involved. We are grateful to have his
leadership and enthusiasm on the board, and
we will particularly benefit from his service
on the Academics and Strategic Planning
committees.”
Always looking for ways to improve his
native community of Memphis, Orgel has
been an active member of the Shelby County
Board of Education since 2011, serving as
chairman from 2011-2013, when Memphis
City Schools and Shelby County Schools
were merging. In 2010 he was inducted
into the Society of Entrepreneurs, and he
now serves on the board of the Memphis
chapter. His interest in reviving Downtown
Memphis has led him to develop and restore
six properties with various partners, most
recently purchasing the abandoned, 124-yearold Tennessee Brewery for redevelopment
into a residential complex. He is also an
organizer and director of First Capital Bank
in Germantown.
Orgel serves on the boards of the

National Civil Rights Museum and Methodist
Healthcare. His many past community roles
include serving as president of the Board of
Trustees at Temple Israel and chair of the
synagogue’s $25 million capital campaign.
He is also a past board member of the New
Memphis Arena Public Building Authority,
which oversaw the construction of the FedEx
Forum, and he is a member of the Grizzlies
ownership group.
A graduate of the University of Texas
at Austin, Orgel earned his Bachelor of
Business Administration degree in 1985. He
returned to Memphis to work in his family
business, Majestic Communications, and
later launched Tower Ventures, which now
owns more than 580 wireless towers.
In 2012 the Alumni Executive Board
named Orgel its Alumnus of the Year for
his community involvement and visionary
leadership.
Orgel and his wife, Robin Salky Orgel,
have three children, Benjamin, 22, Megan,
20, and Hannah, 16. In his spare time he
enjoys playing golf, running, cycling,
and traveling.
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John Hiltonsmith Leaves
Legacy of Musical Artistry

M

emphis University School
students will remember
John Hiltonsmith
for the love of music
he instilled in them.
Audiences at The Orpheum will remember
his artistry at the theater’s organ. Music
professionals will remember his technical
skill at audio design and engineering and
at building, restoring, and maintaining
pianos and organs. His loved ones will
remember a humble family man of boundless energy who could deconstruct and
reassemble a vintage car or a pipe organ.
Hiltonsmith, 54, of Memphis
died in his home on Dec. 6, 2014. His
wife of 10 years, Sherry Robinson
Hiltonsmith, was at his side.
Hiltonsmith was in his 31st year
of teaching at MUS. He chaired the
Fine Arts Department, he created the
award-winning a cappella group Beg To
Differ and the Studio Band, he planned
and spearheaded the construction of the
school’s Bloodworth Recording Studio, and
he oversaw the state-of-the-art recording
and music-engineering program. For three
decades his Winter Concert at MUS was
a much-anticipated holiday celebration.
“He made all of us extremely proud
of music at Memphis University School,”
Headmaster Ellis Haguewood said. “He
was creative, generous, humorous, and
loyal. He leaves a tremendous legacy.”
He shared his musical skill and
passion outside of school, as well, serving
as the organist and organ technician for
the Orpheum Theatre in Memphis for

the past 25 years. Pat Halloran, president
and CEO of Memphis Development
Foundation, the operating company of The
Orpheum, counted Hiltonsmith among
the theater’s most generous supporters.
“At the top of that list was John
Hiltonsmith, who performed on the
theatre’s mighty Wurlitzer organ at the
Summer Classic Movies, the fundraising
events, and whenever he was asked
to perform for a special occasion. He
donated all of those performances and
the many hours that he spent repairing and modernizing the antique gem
that he held so close to his heart. I have
never met anyone who loved the Orpheum
more than John – and he was and still
is loved by the Orpheum family.”
Hiltonsmith also performed extensive
restoration work on the organ at the Saenger
Theatre in New Orleans before Hurricane
Katrina. He was an audio designer for productions at Theatre Memphis and audio engineer for Lindenwood Christian Church. In
addition he served as music director of the
Memphis Men of Harmony, the Memphis
chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society,
and he performed with the award-winning
quartet, Ringside. He maintained pianos,
primarily for Memphis recording studios,
recently tuning a piano for Stevie Wonder
before he recorded at Ardent Studios.
John Fry ’62, founder of Ardent,
spoke of Hiltonsmith’s talent and expertise
before Fry passed away on December 18.
“John was skilled at everything I saw him
do, whether directing Beg To Differ or
Studio Band, operating the MUS studio,

tuning a piano, or playing and singing
many different kinds of music. He was
a man of great kindness and great skill,
and he is going to be sorely missed.”
Fry had accompanied Hiltonsmith
and groups of MUS students on two
trips to legendary recording studios
of London – including Abbey Road,
where The Beatles had recorded – and
to Liverpool to visit The Beatles Story
museum. The Spring Break tours, organized
by Hiltonsmith, reflected his love – and
extensive knowledge – of the Fab Four.
Born on March 14, 1960, to Frederick
Warren Hiltonsmith and Marion Minte
Hiltonsmith in Wantagh, NY, Hiltonsmith
was only 6 or 7 when he began playing with
his father’s Sears Silvertone tape recorder,
recording his brothers’ Beatles albums and
playing them back at different speeds or cutting the tape up and reassembling it. It was
then he first realized “you could do really,
really wonderful things with sound,” he told
students during a school assembly in 2013.
He began taking organ lessons at the
age of 12 and studied music at Memphis
State University (now University of
Memphis), where he earned a Bachelor of
Music Education degree. Over the years
At left, John Hiltonsmith addresses the audience
at the 2012 Winter Concert. Students gather around
Hiltonsmith at the piano in 1989. Travelers on the
2013 music production trip to England included, from
left, Dustin Conway ’13, John Fry ’62, Hiltonsmith,
Mackey Alexander ’17, Kacey Alexander, John
Lewandowski ’13, and Tiger Adams ’13. Hiltonsmith
plays with 2013 Studio Band members Eric
Makapugay ’16 and John Estes ’14.

he expanded his knowledge of music and recording,
learning to play a wide range of instruments – bass
guitar, banjo, clarinet, drums – studying the workings of various pianos and organs and mastering
analog and digital recording. Coming to MUS in
1984, he inspired students with his zeal for music.
“You could always see Mr. Hiltonsmith’s love
for the music in the way he conducted us,” Matt
Tutor ’91 said. “His exuberance always pulled
more music out of us. It made us sound better.”
Tutor, who earned his master’s degree at
New England Conservatory of Music and now
serves as president/CEO of Custom Music
Works, has stepped in to teach Hiltonsmith’s
classes for the spring semester.
Kevin Cubbins ’93, now executive producer
of the Beale Street Caravan radio program, worked
with Hiltonsmith on selecting the equipment
for Bloodworth Studio and developing the
curriculum for the Recording Arts class.
“John’s classroom gave countless boys their
first glimpse into the broader world that existed
outside of their parents’ record collection,” Cubbins
said. “While his capacity for everything from
medieval fugues to the harmonic structure of Paul
McCartney’s bass lines was simply astounding,
it was his magical ability to impart his passion,
amazement, and endless curiosity to others that
I think students will remember. He was the most
creative and energetic spirit I’ve ever known. Also
one of the funniest. He was a teacher, mentor, and
the greatest friend, and I will miss him every day.”
Cubbins said that although Hiltonsmith was
renowned in Memphis for his music and theater
projects, it was all a distant second to the real true
loves of his life – his daughters, Jennifer and Julia.
He passed his knowledge of music engineering
on to his daughter Julia, who often assisted him
by running the soundboard at a church or theater
production. His daughter Jennifer shared in
his work restoring Hudsons, Buicks, Packards,
and Mustangs and maintaining pipe organs.
Few people knew of another focus: He made
regular donations of blood, platelets, and even bone
marrow to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.
In addition to his wife, Sherry, John Hiltonsmith
is survived by his daughters, Jennifer Lynn
Hiltonsmith and Julia Minte Hiltonsmith; three
brothers, Robert Hiltonsmith, Richard Hiltonsmith,
and Jim Hiltonsmith, and four nieces and nephews.
He is preceded in death by his parents.
– Liz Copeland

His exuberance
always pulled
more music out
of us. It made us
sound better.
– Matt Tutor ’91

At right, John Hiltonsmith at the Orpheum’s Wurlitzer organ
Credit: Steve Roberts/ RSVP Magazine Memphis
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MUS Mourns Loss
of Bob Boelte

aculty emeritus Albert Robert
(Bob) Boelte, Jr. died on his
78th birthday, January 2. Over
his 34 years at MUS, Boelte
taught a variety of history
and English courses. He was a beloved
teacher for many boys of the 1970’s, who
formed personal friendships with him that
lasted through the years. Some of these
“Boelte Boys,” as they called themselves,
established the A. Robert Boelte, Jr. Chair
of Excellence in Teaching in 2002.
Collie Krausnick ’79 said memories
of Boelte – involving both positive and
negative situations – bring a smile.
“Who else would cut in while you
were dancing with your wife at your
own wedding?” Krausnick said.

Bob Boelte

He recalls how students fought to
get into classes such as Ancient Medieval
History and Word Wealth because
“The Coach” made them fun while
also challenging and informative.
“He had a way of relating with students

that garnered respect, even when he was
yelling, ‘Boy, you’re on call,’ which meant
a leash shorter than short – a place I was often. He had a way of knocking you down a
step then pulling you up two … a real gift.”
Dr. Wiley Robinson ’75 remembers
Boelte as an extraordinary teacher. “He
was intelligent, personable, entertaining,
and inspiring. He was a true character.
He was my first English teacher at MUS,
became a mentor to me, and influenced
my lifelong journey of reading, writing, and study. Mr. Boelte ultimately
became my friend. I will miss him.”
Allen McCool ’77 said Boelte gave his
students the invaluable gift of passion and
excitement for learning. “Mr. Boelte was
the teacher that so many of us remember
as being the one to turn the light on for
us, in terms of curiosity and learning,
proffered via his unique brand of humor
and intellectualism. The number of times
he slammed the stop button on the Macbeth
audiocassette to blast out a priceless gem
of irony and wisdom are innumerable.”
Vint Lawson ’77 said Boelte not only
motivated and mentored the A students but
also did the same for the marginal students.
“Mr. Boelte’s knowledge of medieval
history and classic literature knew no
bounds. [He] motivated the entire class
to push their personal limits to the max in
assessing and analyzing the true meaning
of the topics at hand. Rest in peace, Mr.
Boelte, as I now will spend time imagining
what you and Von Goethe are discussing.”
After graduating with honors from
Jesuit High School of New Orleans,
Boelte received a B.A. from Tulane
University. He did graduate work at
Louisiana State University, Memphis
Academy of Art, and Memphis State
University, where he received his Master
of Education Administration degree.

In 1978, at the request of Headmaster
D. Eugene Thorn, Boelte took on the dual
role of director of admissions and director
of college counseling. He retired from MUS
in 2003 as director of college counseling.
He served the school as director of Friday
chapels from 1972 until his retirement, and
he was director of the summer school in
1982. After leaving MUS, he was employed
by St. George’s Independent School to help
organize a college counseling program.
Headmaster Ellis Haguewood, a
colleague for 34 years, said Boelte treated
all the boys with whom he worked with
the same attention and courtesy.
“Bob sought to know the boy and help
him find the college that best fits his aptitudes, interests, and talents,” Haguewood
said. “His official school essays captured
each boy in three-dimensional relief. His
essays were honest, cogent, and eloquent.
He was always the ultimate advocate
for each boy in his admissions quest.”
During his years as college counselor,
Bob enhanced the reputation of Memphis
University School nationally, Haguewood
said. “The high regard with which our
school is held in college admissions circles
is a testament to his 25 years of work with
college admissions officers and to their
knowing him as a man of integrity,” he
said. “Within our halls and without, MUS
is the richer for all of Bob’s contributions.”
Boelte leaves his sister, Sharon
Joyce Butler of Palos Verdes, CA; two
nieces, Deanne Elizabeth Johnson of The
Woodlands, TX (Kent) and Erin Marie
Larkin of Temecula, CA; two nephews,
Scott Shepard Butler and Eric Albert
Butler, both of New York, NY; four
grandnieces and one grandnephew. Bob
also leaves behind his beloved Italian
greyhound, Dancer, who was his devoted
companion during his long illness.
– Liz Copeland
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He was intelligent, personable,
entertaining, and inspiring.
He was a true character.
– Dr. Wiley Robinson ’75

Bob Boelte with graduates from the Class of 2003, from left, Randall Holcomb, Gray Sain, Steed Carson, and Hite McLean

At his retirement reception in 2003, Boelte is surrounded by some of his boys:
Bob Loeb ’73, Lee Marshall ’75, Wiley Robinson ’75, Jay Stockley ’76, Gregg Drew ’75,
Stilly McFadden ’75, and, in front, Bob Winfield ’75.

Stuart Hutton ’00 and Michael Albertson ’00 visit with Bob Boelte in 2001.
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A Record Life

John Fry ’62 Remembered as Music Maker, Mentor, and Friend

John Fry ’62 believed in passing along the music. Now the founder of
Ardent Studios, who died December 18 at the age of 69, lives on in music
by Led Zeppelin, James Taylor, ZZ Top, R.E.M., Stevie Ray Vaughan, The
White Stripes, and many other artists who helped Ardent amass 70 gold and
platinum albums and singles.
Music historian and author Robert
Gordon ’79 referred to Fry as the
Godfather of the Memphis music community. “As a record maker, John was open to
all possibilities. Whether it was the pristine
specifics of pop production or unusual
twisted sounds, he appreciated the beauty
in all of it. He was wonderfully open that
way,” Gordon said in a Commercial Appeal
article about Fry’s passing.
Fry also believed in passing along the
expertise behind the music, and many in
the MUS community benefited from his
mentorship – as well as his friendship.
“If you acquire knowledge or skill or
even wisdom, and you just keep it, then
when you die, that dies with you,” he told
The Commercial Appeal in 2006. “But if
you share that with other generations – who
66
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in turn will share it, and share it, and share
it – you’re doing something that lasts.”
Known as a mentor to many young
musicians and engineers, Fry helped Chris
Bell ’69, Andy Hummel ’69, Alex Chilton,
and Jody Stephens produce the sound that
brought critical acclaim to their influential
rock/pop band, Big Star, in the early ’70s.
Last November the Memphis Music Hall of
Fame inducted Fry together with Big Star
into its ranks. (Stephens, studio manager
at Ardent, is the only living member of the
band.)
Fry was a longtime friend and supporter of the MUS music program, inviting
recording arts students to tour Ardent,
welcoming Beg To Differ to record at the
studio, even donating a limited-edition
book about The Beatles. He once visited

the MUS Bloodworth Studio with one of
his engineers to solve a recording software
problem. Along with John Hiltonsmith, the
late chair of the Fine Arts Department who
passed away December 6, Fry accompanied
students on two spring break tours of
legendary British recording studios.
Nathan Feler ’12, who traveled on the
2012 trip, was impressed by Fry’s generosity and down-to-earth nature. “He’d tell you
to call him ‘John’ or ‘Hey You,’ but never
‘Sir,’” said Feler, who is studying recording
arts at Indiana University’s Jacobs School
of Music. “When he went to England with
us, he was very involved, giving us in-depth
tours of WWII historical sites as well as
the famous studios of London, and he
stayed in contact afterward, sending
emails every so often.”

IN MEMORY

From left, John Fry with a Scully 4-Track tape machine in 1966; Fry in the MUS Bloodworth Studio in spring 2014; Fry as the Most Intelligent in
the 1962 yearbook; Jim Gaines, Jeff Powell, and Fry with the platinum plaque for SRV’s The Sky is Crying; Fry, Billy Gibbons, and Frank Beard
with the 2X platinum award for ZZ Top’s Eliminator; in front of The Beatles Story museum in Liverpool, England, in 2012, Fry, far right, with
Fraser Humphreys ’13, Dustin Conway ’13, Nathan Feler ’12, Jesse Wilcox ’13, Max Weiss ’12, and Doug McClew ’14; Fry in his office,
Madison Avenue location, in the early 1970’s

The story of how Fry got into the
recording business is familiar lore by now.
He started making records as a teenager in
his parents’ converted garage with friends
John King ’62 and Fred Smith ’62.
King, who worked in marketing at
Ardent, remembers young Fry reading
Popular Science and brochures from
electronics manufacturers. “He built a
radio transmitter but the signal didn’t
go very far,” he said in a 2006 Memphis
Flyer article. “He and Fred Smith got
into television, and they decided to get
John’s grandma to put on a cooking show.
Somebody’s foot got caught in a cord, and
she was like, ‘Ack, ack,’ almost choking.
From the beginning, his parents were very
supportive, helping make a fertile, creative
place for left-of-center people.”
Smith remembers further back, to
Presbyterian Day School days, when he
would visit Fry at his family’s home on
Grandview Avenue.
“John had the damnedest electric train
set that you ever saw in your life,” Smith

said. “Those trains were very complex in
terms of the electrical circuitry, and that’s
how John got interested in electric/electronic things. The interest in trains morphed
into interest in recording.”
Ardent released its first record,
“Hucklebuck” by the Ole Miss Downbeats,
in 1960, when the three collaborators
were 15.
“I was very much the junior partner –
or the peripheral participant,” Smith said.
“Because it was John [Fry]’s baby, and
John King got deeply into it. And of course,
[King] ended up making the music business
his profession, as well.”
Their paths diverged as Smith went to
Yale, served in the Marine Corps, and later
founded Federal Express (now FedEx).
However, they stayed in touch.
“My wife and I were friends with
John forever,” Smith said. “He was a pilot,
and we went flying together a fair amount
about 20 years ago. He was a great pilot,
very fastidious, as he was in his business
dealings, very precise and well organized.

We took several trips together.”
Smith last communicated with Fry the
weekend before he died. Fry had left his
friend a voice mail informing him about
the passing of their classmate John Dobbs.
Smith replied via text, thinking they would
speak the following week.
“I never talked to him again,” Smith
said. “It was late when I got in. I regret
that I didn’t punch the button and call
him back.”
Smith is left with wonderful memories
as comfort.
“John was a genuinely nice man and a
very, very good guy, and there are not a lot
of people you can say that about for their
whole lives, but he fit that criteria,” Smith
said. “I don’t think I ever saw John do a
mean thing to anyone in the 60-plus years
that I knew him. He was just an old and
dear friend.”
Fry is survived by his wife, Betty Ellis
Fry, and his brother, Bill Fry.
– Liz Copeland

MUS TODAY – SPRING 2015

67

* Includes gifts received 7-17-14 to 2-17-15.

GIFTS IN MEMORY
AND HONOR

Your gifts in memory of loved ones or in honor of special friends directly enable young men at MUS to
receive the best education available. Memorials to Memphis University School support the Annual Fund
program. Families of those whose memories are honored will be notified by an appropriate card with an
acknowledgment to the donor. We gratefully acknowledge the following gifts to the school:*
IN MEMORY OF
DONALD MCDANIEL ARMOUR ’11
Dr. Sam J. Cox III and Mr. Sam J. Cox IV ’11
Mr. Perry D. Dement
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood
Mr. Jonathan M. Large
WILLIAM M. AYRES, JR. ’69
Mr. Byron N. Brown IV ’97
HARRY I. BASS
Mr. and Mrs. Pearce W. Hammond, Jr. ’86
PALMER KELLOGG BARTLETT, SR.
Mr. and Mrs. Gray W. Bartlett ’90
A. ROBERT BOELTE, JR.
Mr. and Mrs. Ben C. Adams, Jr. ’74
Dr. and Mrs. R. Louis Adams ’70
Dr. and Mrs. Steven L. Akins, Sr.
Dr. Kristin S. Beizai and Mr. J. Malcolm Aste, Jr. ’77
Mr. Donald G. Austin, Jr. ’59
Mr. Richard A. Bolling, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Bob Buchalter
Dr. and Mrs. David P. Buchalter ’88
Mr. and Mrs. George G. Clarke, Jr. ’75
Mr. Skip Daniel
Mr. Perry D. Dement
Mrs. Lillian D. Dunavant
Miss Mary Nell Easum
Dr. and Mrs. George B. Elder
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey D. Engelberg ’94
Mr. and Mrs. Philip H. Freeburg, Sr. ’81
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Giles
Mr. and Mrs. P. Trowbridge Gillespie, Jr. ’65
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce H. Henderson ’76
Mr. Alex D. Heros ’87
Mr. and Mrs. Ricardo J. Heros
Mr. and Mrs. William Hurst
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Jones
Dr. and Mrs. Andrew S. Kaplan ’79
Dr. and Mrs. Jeffrey S. Kaplan ’81
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey L. Kay III ’75
Mr. John H. Keesee ’69
Ms. Karen E. Keller
Ms. Patricia C. Kelly
Dr. and Mrs. Noah B. Kimball,
Mr. Braden C. Kimball ’96, and
Mr. Phillip A. Kimball ’99
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Mr. Sarkis V. Kish, Jr. ’89
Mr. and Mrs. Joe M. Kirsch and
Mr. Philip Kirsch ’98
Mr. and Mrs. E. Carl Krausnick, Jr. ’79
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald J. Lazarov
Mr. and Mrs. D. Evan Liollio ’92
Mr. Robert E. Loeb ’73
Dr. and Mrs. Stephen J. Maroda, Jr. ’75
Dr. and Mrs. R. Lee Nichols, Jr. ’79
Mr. and Mrs. J. Stillman McFadden ’75
Dr. Chloee K. Poag and Mr. G. Dan Poag
Dr. and Mrs. Edward M. Reaves, Sr.
Dr. and Mrs. Wiley T. Robinson ’75
Mr. and Mrs. J. Courtnay Rudolph III ’77
Mr. and Mrs. Charles F. Smith, Jr. ’66
Mr. and Mrs. George S. Sullivan, Jr.
Margaret and Owen B. Tabor
Ms. Jennifer A. Sink and
Mr. Buckner P. Wellford ’74
Mr. and Mrs. Kent Wunderlich ’66
JUDY BOUCEK
Mr. Ronald L. Boucek
DOROTHY V. BRODNAX
Mr. and Mrs. P. Ryan Miller ’00
BROWN STUART BROOKS ’81
Dr. and Mrs. Brown Brooks
BETTY CALANDRUCCIO
Mr. Robert E. Loeb ’73
RONALD W. CALLAN, JR. ’90
Mr. and Mrs. Donald E. Bradford II ’90
MARGARET CLACK ASKEW COOPER
Mr. and Mrs. Roy E. Bell, Jr.
Mr. A. Robert Boelte, Jr.
Mr. Perry D. Dement
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood
Mr. Robert E. Loeb ’73
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander W. Wellford, Jr. ’60
PAUL CRAFT
Mr. and Mrs. Bryan E. Nearn ’59
WILLIE CRAFT
Mr. Perry D. Dement
Ms. Kimberly F. McAmis
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew F. Saunders

LARRY B. CRESON ’24
Mr. and Mrs. Larry B. Creson, Jr.
LARRY B. CRESON III ’83
Dr. Charlene Creson
Mr. and Mrs. Larry B. Creson, Jr.
Mrs. Larry B. Creson III
Dr. and Mrs. K. David Moore ’83
Dr. Robert H. Winfrey, Jr.
MR. AND MRS. HUGH R. CUNNINGHAM
Mr. and Mrs. David H. Cunningham ’68
MIKALA GWYNETH DECKER
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew J. Saenger ’98
HART G. DILLARD ’70
Mr. and Mrs. George J. Whitlock
JOHN C. DOBBS, SR.
Mr. and Mrs. Charles F. Smith, Jr. ’66
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander W. Wellford, Jr. ’60
G. GOODLOE EARLY, JR. ’59
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel S. Rembert III ’60
WALTER G. EFIRD III ’75
Mr. and Mrs. Ben C. Adams ’74
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood
Mr. Robert E. Loeb ’73 and
Mr. Robert E. Loeb, Jr. ’10
Dr. and Mrs. Stephen J. Maroda, Jr. ’75
Dr. and Mrs. Wiley T. Robinson ’75
Mr. and Mrs. J. Courtnay Rudolph III ’77
L. EDWIN ELEAZER III ’94
Dr. and Mrs. James R. Echols II ’94
MR. AND MRS. WILLIAM D. EVANS, JR.
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander B. Evans
RALPH W. FARMER
Mrs. Diana B. Moore
HELEN AND NELSON F. FREEBURG, SR.
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey L. Kay IV ’01
JOHN E. FRY ’62
Dr. and Mrs. Noah B. Kimball and
Mr. Phillip A. Kimball ’99
W. PERCY GALBREATH ’65
Mr. Byron N. Brown IV ’97
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel S. Rembert III ’60
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DONALD F. GARVEY
Mrs. Linda K. Garvey
MARY AND ALLEN GARY
Mr. Sam C. Gary ’62
DAVID S. GINGOLD ’68
Mr. B. Brown Burch ’99
MYRON ASHNER HALLE, SR. 1916
Mr. Robert M. Halle ’76
JOHN O. HAMMONS, SR.
Mr. Perry D. Dement
Mrs. Claire K. Farmer
BILLY HARKINS
Dr. and Mrs. John E. Harkins
WILLIAM R. HATCHETT
Mr. and Mrs. Norman S. Thompson, Jr.
JOHN F. HILTONSMITH
Mr. and Mrs. Ben C. Adams ’74
Dr. and Mrs. R. Louis Adams ’70
Mr. William H. Adams ’03
Dr. and Mrs. Steven L. Akins, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Albert M. Alexander, Jr. ’84
Mr. and Mrs. Paul T. Combs
Dr. Sam J. Cox III and Mr. Sam J. Cox IV ’11
Mr. Perry D. Dement
Miss Mary Nell Easum
Mrs. Claire K. Farmer
Mr. and Mrs. David A. Gold ’87
Mr. and Mrs. William M. Gotten ’60
Commander and Mrs. William M. Gotten, Jr. ’90
Mr. Garrott S. Graham ’12
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel N. Graham II ’80 and Family
Mr. Samuel N. Graham III ’08
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood
Mr. and Mrs. David B. Hopper
Mr. and Mrs. William Hurst
Ms. Patricia C. Kelly
Dr. and Mrs. Noah B. Kimball,
Mr. Braden C. Kimball ’96, and
Mr. Phillip A. Kimball ’99
The Klyce Family
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald J. Lazarov
Dr. and Mrs. Stephen J. Maroda, Jr. ’75
Ms. Kimberly F. McAmis
Mr. and Mrs. Kelly L. McGuire ’70
Mr. and Mrs. H. Jerry Peters
Dr. and Mrs. Wiley T. Robinson ’75
Mr. and Mrs. J. Courtnay Rudolph III ’77 and
Mr. Jacob C. Rudolph IV ’10
The Reverend Stacey Rushing and
The Reverend Dalton T. Rushing ’01
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew F. Saunders
St. Mary’s Episcopal School
Mr. and Mrs. Charles F. Smith, Jr. ’66
Dr. and Mrs. Owen B. Tabor

Mr. and Mrs. Steven M. Turner and 		
Mr. Ryan E. Turner ’10
Dr. Susan W. Warner and
Dr. William C. Warner, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander W. Wellford, Jr. ’60
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip D. Wilcox and
Mr. Jesse P. Wilcox ’13
Mr. and Mrs. Gary K. Wunderlich, Jr. ’88
GEORGE E. HOLMES IV ’73
Dr. and Mrs. Edward Atkinson III ’73
Mr. Andrew N. Baker ’73
Mr. and Mrs. Hal D. Crenshaw ’73
Mrs. Claire K. Farmer
Mr. Cecil C. Humphreys, Jr. ’73
Mr. Robert E. Loeb ’73
Mr. Joseph W. Sanders II ’73
Dr. and Mrs. James C. Varner ’73
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander W. Wellford, Jr. ’60
W. THOMAS HUTTON ’61
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel S. Rembert III ’60
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Stephens
JIMI JAMESON
Dr. Robert H. Winfrey, Jr.
MR. AND MRS. JACK JOE, SR.
Mr. Christopher M. Joe ’87
ROBERT O. C. JOHNSON, SR. ’63
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander W. Wellford, Jr. ’60

ANGELÉ K. MCCLURE
Mr. James McClure, Jr.
MICHAEL J. MCGUIRE
Mr. and Mrs. Kelly L. McGuire ’70
CHARLES EDWIN MURPHEY, SR.
Mr. A. Robert Boelte, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Dunavant III ’78
Mr. John H. Keesee ’69
CARTER LEE MURRAY ’94
Mrs. Coralu D. Buddenbohm
Mr. Duncan M. Chesney ’92
Mr. and Mrs. G. Kirby May ’94
KAY MYAR
Dr. Daniel F. Fisher, Jr. ’68
KENTON E. NOVOTNY
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood
Dr. and Mrs. Stephen J. Maroda, Jr. ’75
Mr. and Mrs. J. Courtnay Rudolph III ’77,
Ms. Taylor Rudolph, and
Mr. Jacob C. Rudolph IV ’10
PAUL OLSEN
Mrs. Claire K. Farmer
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood
Mrs. Jean L. Saunders

MAYA JUNE KAUFMAN
Mr. and Mrs. Ravi S. Bellur ’00

JERROLD W. OMUNDSON
Dr. Richard A. McCluney ’96
Mr. Wesley H. McCluney ’94
Dr. and Mrs. Bernhardt L. Trout ’86

ANNE MCCAUGHAN KITTS
Mrs. Claire K. Farmer

RUTH V. PACE AND LAWRENCE C. PACE
Mr. Peter W. Pace ’60

ROBERT P. LONERGAN, JR.
Dr. and Mrs. Robert P. Lonergan III

MAX W. PAINTER, SR.
Mr. and Mrs. Max W. Painter, Jr. ’88

DR. AND MRS. GEORGE LOVEJOY
Mr. and Mrs. Hughes Mayo III ’70

ROBERT L. PARRISH, SR.
Mr. Perry D. Dement

ROSS M. LYNN
The Estate of Dr. George A. Coors

SCOTT D. PATTERSON ’81
Mr. and Mrs. Brett Patterson

LEIGH W. MACQUEEN
Dr. J. Philip Wiygul ’71

ANN D. PRESTON
Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Preston ’78

DONALD C. MANN ’67
Mr. Perry D. Dement

MR. AND MRS. HENRY QUON, SR.
Mr. Christopher M. Joe ’87

JOHN E. MARCOM, SR.
Mrs. John E. Marcom, Sr.

THEODORE DALE RAHE
Ms. Virginia D. Cochran
Mrs. Claire K. Farmer
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood
Ms. Kimberly F. McAmis
Mrs. Jean L. Saunders

OSCAR T. MARSHALL III
Mr. and Mrs. J. Scott Pahlow
SAMMY DAVID MCAMIS
Mrs. Claire K. Farmer

SCOTT M. REMBERT ’70
Mr. and Mrs. George J. Whitlock
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STEPHEN H. RHEA, JR. ’68
Mrs. Stephen H. Rhea, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Cleo W. Stevenson, Jr. ’68
Summit Asset Management LLC
Mr. and Mrs. S. Alexander Thompson III

KATHERINE ESTES POTTS WELLFORD
Dr. and Mrs. Edward Atkinson III ’73

GRIFFIN BEARD ’98
Mr. and Mrs. Vernon G. Beard

JANICE SMITH WESTBROOK
Mr. and Mrs. Brandon L. Westbrook ’92

JOHNNY H. BEARD
Mr. William G. Cross ’11

JACOB C. RUDOLPH
Mr. and Mrs. Kelly L. McGuire ’70

ABBEY WINFREY
Mr. and Mrs. S. Clay Smythe ’85

MICHAEL C. BETHELL, JR. ’18
Dr. Jean L. Johnson

PAUL O. SCHAEFER ’81
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin A. Russell ’81
Dr. and Mrs. Owen B. Tabor

AL WRIGHT
Mr. Wesley H. McCluney ’94

W. STEVENSON BLEDSOE, JR. ’70
Dr. and Mrs. George B. Elder

RICHARD WADE ZAMBETTI, JR.
Mr. Benjamin R. Zambetti ’11

PETER M. BOWMAN
Mr. Michael F. Montesi, Jr. ’06

BRADFORD LINK SIDES ’75
Dr. and Mrs. Wiley T. Robinson ’75
GERALDINE SIMMONS
Mrs. Claire K. Farmer
Mrs. Jean L. Saunders
HARRY GEORGE SOLDAN, SR.
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Pretsch
JOHN MURRY SPRINGFIELD
Mr. James F. Springfield
WILLIAM PATTON STEELE, JR.
Ms. Stephanie Spickard Dollahite
G. WADE STOOKSBURY, JR., ’94
Dr. and Mrs. Steven L. Akins, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood
Mr. and Mrs. Norman S. Thompson, Jr.
ROBERT B. TAYLOE
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel S. Rembert III ’60
ROBERT E. TIPTON, JR. ’09
Mrs. Deborah Dunklin Tipton
GEORGE H. TREADWELL, SR. 1918
Mr. William Nugent Treadwell ’68
MICHAEL D. VOGEL
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood
A. BOYD WADE, JR.
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood
Mrs. Diana B. Moore
Dr. and Mrs. Owen B. Tabor
CHRISTA G. WARNER
Dr. Richard A. McCluney ’96
Mr. Wesley H. McCluney ’94
RONALD F. WASSENBERG
Dr. and Mrs. Wiley T. Robinson ’75
ALEXANDER W. WELLFORD, SR. ’30
The Estate of Dr. George A. Coors
Mr. and Mrs. William P. Granot
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IN HONOR OF
ROBERT I. ABBAY IV ’92
Mr. and Mrs. James Westbrook
WILLIAM P. ABBAY ’94
Mr. and Mrs. James Westbrook
DR. AND MRS. JOHN F. ALBRITTON
Mrs. Deborah Dunklin Tipton
LOUIS F. ALLEN III ’19
Mr. and Mrs. Louis F. Allen, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Middlecoff
BOBBY A. ALSTON
Mr. Wesley H. McCluney ’94
Mrs. Deborah Dunklin Tipton
WILLIAM F. ANSBRO ’14
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin F. Ansbro
JOHN P. ARKLE IV ’15
Mrs. Kathleen D. Norfleet
WARREN W. AYRES ’70
Mr. and Mrs. Hughes Mayo III ’70
MATTHEW D. BAKKE
Mrs. Deborah Dunklin Tipton
BAKER A. BALL ’15
Mrs. Herschel Anderson Graves, Jr.
REED TAYLOR BARNES ’16
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Taylor
WILLIAM C. BARNETT, JR ’75
Mr. A. Robert Boelte, Jr.
THOMAS M. BATCHELOR
Mr. and Mrs. Donald D. Batchelor ’72
RICHARD E. BATEY
Dr. Richard A. McCluney ’96

JOYCE BRADY
Dr. Donald W. Brady ’82
WINSTON BRIAN BROOKS ’87
Dr. and Mrs. Brown Brooks
R. HOWARD CANNON ’80
Mrs. Kathryn G. Cannon
T. HALL CANNON ’95
Mrs. Kathryn G. Cannon
J. ALEXANDER CARRUTHERS ’15
Mrs. James E. Harwood III
GINGER AND PHIL CHAMBERLAIN
Mr. and Mrs. Park G. Vestal
DUNCAN M. CHESNEY ’92
Dr. Carolyn M. Chesney and 		
Dr. Thomas M. Chesney
CLASS OF 2008
Mr. DeAndre L. Jones ’08
CAMDEN R. CLAYTON ’18
Mrs. Marie Russum
CHANDLER M. CLAYTON ’16
Mrs. Marie Russum
VIRGINIA D. COCHRAN
Mr. and Mrs. Larry M. Heathcott
ALEXANDER E. CRESON ’15
Dr. and Mrs. Daniel G. Boeh
Mr. and Mrs. Larry B. Creson, Jr.
BEAU C. CRESON ’06
Mr. and Mrs. Larry B. Creson, Jr.
JEREMY K. CUPP
Dr. Robert H. Winfrey, Jr.
DAVID W. DABOV ’16
Mr. and Mrs. David W. Dabov

* Includes gifts received 7-17-14 to 2-17-15.
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JOHN G. DABOV ’19
Mr. and Mrs. David W. Dabov

MICHAEL B. FABER ’96
The Carol B. Hinchin Fund

B. FREDERICK DANIELSON, JR ’17
Mrs. Nancy W. Danielson

ROBERT A. FABER ’98
The Carol B. Hinchin Fund

MICHAEL R. DEADERICK
Dr. and Mrs. R. Lee Nichols, Jr. ’79

CLAIRE K. FARMER
Mrs. Jean L. Saunders

PHILIP E. DEATON ’17
Dr. and Mrs. W. Jerry Deaton

WILLIAM B. FARNSWORTH ’15
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Farnsworth, Jr.

ELLIS L. HAGUEWOOD
Mr. and Mrs. Derrick J. Calcote ’87
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Carson, Jr.
Mrs. Claudia C. Efird, Miss Haley E. Efird, 		
Mr. Tyler H. Efird ’10, and
Mr. Walter G. Efird IV ’05
Mr. and Mrs. Leslie K. Estes
Mr. and Mrs. David P. Halle, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. John B. Monaghan ’85
Mr. and Mrs. C. Kemmons Wilson, Jr.

PERRY D. DEMENT
Mrs. Jean L. Saunders

HUNTER C. FINNEY ’16
Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy D. Finney

MR. AND MRS. ELLIS L. HAGUEWOOD
Mrs. Deborah Dunklin Tipton

PATRICK R. DEMERE ’15
Ms. Jean W. Demere
Mr. Patrick M. Demere

LANDON K. FINNEY ’11
Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy D. Finney

JAMES R. HALL III ’05
Dr. Anne W. Connell

MICHAEL S. FITZSIMMONS ’14
Mr. and Mrs. Michael S. Fitzsimmons

W. C. CONNELL HALL ’08
Dr. Anne W. Connell

ROBERT E. DICKINSON ’20
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene K. Cashman, Jr.

JONATHAN M. FOGARTY ’19
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Fogarty
WILLIAM B. DUNAVANT, JR.
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Dunavant III ’78, 		
MATTHEW L. FOGELMAN ’18
Mr. William B. Dunavant IV ’16, Mr. Harry P.
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard J. Cohen
Dunavant ’18, Miss Audsley Dunavant, and 		
Miss Hilary Dunavant
PRICE D. FORD, JR. ’17
Mr. and Mrs. Price D. Ford, Sr.
NICHOLAS C. DUNN ’15
Mrs. Dolores Joi Dunn

MARK H. HAMER ’84
Mrs. Hilda C. Mullen
JOHN G. HAMILTON ’16
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Coop
DANNY H. HARRIS III ’16
Mr. and Mrs. L. Charbonnier Miller
WILLIAM M. HAYS ’15
Mrs. Trecia R. Hays

MARY NELL EASUM
Dr. and Mrs. Albert A. Varner ’65

BENJAMIN W. FREEMAN ’18
Dr. Kimberly W. Freeman and
Dr. John M. Freeman

REEVES E. EDDINS ’17
Mr. and Mrs. Joel F. Reeves, Jr.

WILLIAM P. FRI ’71
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley L. Fri ’71

G. SCOTT EDWARDS ’08
Mr. and Mrs. John C. T. Edwards ’75

STEVEN C. GADBOIS
Mrs. Jenny Tibbs and Miss Sophie Merchant

DAVID P. HOLMES ’19
Mr. John R. Blinn
Ms. Caroline B. Nance

MATTHEW C.T. EDWARDS ’08
Mr. and Mrs. John C. T. Edwards ’75

DR. LYNN W. GAYDEN AND 		
DR. JOHN O. GAYDEN
Mrs. Deborah Dunklin Tipton

HENRY S. HOLMES ’17
Mr. John R. Blinn
Ms. Caroline B. Nance

CHARLES A. GILBERT ’20
Ms. Patricia Gilbert

D. WALKER HORN ’17
Mr. and Mrs. Myles A. Frank

DAVID M. GRABER II ’17
Mr. and Mrs. Haywood S. Davis III

MATTHEW W. HORTON ’17
Mrs. Cecelia Westley

SAMUEL N. GRAHAM II ’80
Mr. Garrott S. Graham ’12

ALEXANDER M. HUMPHREYS ’18
Dr. Anne W. Connell
Mr. and Mrs. Coleman B. Connell

MICHAEL H. EDWARDS ’09
Mr. and Mrs. John C. T. Edwards ’75
PRICE T. EDWARDS ’05
Mr. and Mrs. John C. T. Edwards ’75
BENJAMIN S. ELLIOTT ’15
Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Elliott
JEFFREY D. ENGELBERG ’94
The Carol B. Hinchin Fund
JOHN R. ESTES ’14
Mr. and Mrs. Leslie K. Estes
J. SIDNEY EVANS, JR. ’87
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Evans ’58
MARSHALL M. EVANS ’89
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Evans ’58

JOHN S. GRAY ’15
Ms. Charlotte P. Schenken
MR. AND MRS. J. BRETT GRINDER ’91
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin F. Ansbro
P. MILLER GRISSINGER ’18
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Colditz
MARCUS A. GRONAUER ’17
Ms. Bettye J. Gronauer

LOWELL G. HAYS IV ’09
Mrs. Trecia R. Hays

J. GILLILAND HUMPHREYS ’16
Dr. Anne W. Connell
Mr. and Mrs. Coleman B. Connell
MR. AND MRS. ROBERT H. HUMPHREYS
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Humphreys ’98
NICHOLAS D. HURLEY ’19
Mr. and Mrs. William P. Dulaney
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EDWIN T. HUSSEY ’16
Mr. and Mrs. Ray U. Tanner

NICHOLAS R. MANLEY ’15
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald T. Manley

PAUL T. JONES II ’72
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph E. Braden, Jr. ’70

WILLIAM D. MATTHEWS
Dr. Richard A. McCluney ’96
Mr. Wesley H. McCluney ’94

LOYAL W. MURPHY IV ’86
Mr. R. Renn Eason ’14
Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Goodfellow
Dr. Richard A. McCluney ’96
Mr. Wesley H. McCluney ’94
Mrs. Kathryn S. Murphy

J. TAYLOR MAYS ’12
Mr. James McClure, Jr.

L. PATRICK MURPHY ’16
Mrs. Kathryn S. Murphy

WILLIAM T. MAYS III ’08
Mr. James McClure, Jr.

MUS BASKETBALL CHEERLEADERS
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce A. Harrison

J. JUSTIN MCCLURE ’81
Mr. James McClure, Jr.

MUS LIBRARIANS
Mr. Skip Daniel

MR. AND MRS. J. STILLMAN MCFADDEN ’75
Mr. David J. Watkins, Jr. ’16

MUS TEACHERS AND ADMINISTRATION
Dr. Karen L. Lakin and Mr. Jeffrey H. Jones

AEDAN J. MCKAY ’18
Ms. Karen McKay

COLTON M. NEEL ’15
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin E. Orr

ORLANDO R. MCKAY
Mrs. Deborah Dunklin Tipton

G. TAYLOE NICKEY, JR. ’75
Mr. and Mrs. George T. Nickey

SETH A. MCKAY ’20
Ms. Karen McKay

R. EVERARD MEADE NICHOL III ’19
Dr. and Mrs. David R. Dantzker

J. LAWRENCE MCRAE ’70
Ms. Debra McRae

MAURICE R. O’KEEFE III ’16
Mrs. Maurice R. O’Keefe

DANIEL J. MESKIN ’20
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold E. Perl

T. MATHON PARKER III ’18
Mrs. Judith G. Parker

JACOB L. MESKIN ’17
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold E. Perl

HOUSTON N. PATE ’19
Ms. Barbara Huntzicker

LATTIMORE M. MICHAEL III ’20
Mr. and Mrs. R. Kent Farris

H. JERRY PETERS
Mr. and Mrs. Kelly L. McGuire ’70

EDWARD W. MILLER, JR. ’86
Ms. Linda K. Miller

GEORGE ALCORN COORS PETTEY ’98
The Estate of Dr. George A. Coors

WILLIAM C. MILLER ’18
Ms. Linda K. Miller

JOHN H. PETTEY III ’67
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood

JAMES B. MITCHUM ’14
Dr. and Mrs. James R. Mitchum ’75

JOHN HILLIARD PETTEY IV ’97
The Estate of Dr. George A. Coors

JOHN B. MONAGHAN ’85
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas W. Monaghan

WILLIAM P. RANTZOW ’16
Mrs. James M. Power

THOMAS M. MONAGHAN ’20
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas W. Monaghan

EDWIN L. RAWSON, JR. ’20
Ms. Mary C. Rawson

JACKSON P. MOODY ’18
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry E. Moody

W. BARRY RAY
Mr. and Mrs. Leslie K. Estes

G. HAYS MORELAND ’15
Mrs. Betty Lee Robinson

MICHAEL L. REDDOCH, JR. ’15
Mr. and Mrs. L. Max Dula

JAMES M. MORROW, JR. ’18
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Morrow

P. SAMUEL REESE ’16
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry A. Reese

S. PIERCE JONES ’15
Dr. Ann Jarratt and Dr. James Jarratt
JONATHAN M. LARGE
Mrs. Kat Gordon and
Mr. Thomas H. Robinson, Jr. ’00
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Twardzik
JOHN M. KAKALES ’16
Dr. and Mrs. Charles E. Harbison
AMMAAR Y. KAZI ’17
Mr. and Mrs. Qamar S. Khan
HANNAH AND MARTIN KERLAN
Dr. and Mrs. Jeffrey E. Kerlan ’90
R. AUGUST KLINKE ’15
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne O’Shields
ZACHARY W. KLINKE ’17
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne O’Shields
ANN H. LAUGHLIN
Mrs. Jean L. Saunders
THOMAS C. LEE III ’83
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Lee, Jr.
MARTIN W. LIFER III ’79
Mrs. Martin W. Lifer, Jr.
RUSSELL E. LINKOUS IV ’19
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas V. Rushing
RAVI A. LIPMAN ’17
Dr. Rashmi K. Pandya-Lipman and 		
Dr. Craig L. Lipman
JACKSON M. LOEB ’13
Mrs. Katharine Manning Loeb
ROBERT E. LOEB ’73
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel N. Graham II ’80
ROBERT E. LOEB, JR. ’10
Mrs. Katharine Manning Loeb
S. DYLAN LOMAX ’19
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne E. Lomax
STEWART D. LOVE ’15
Mr. and Mrs. J. Larry Dixon
EMERSON T. MANLEY ’19
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald T. Manley
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* Includes gifts received 7-17-14 to 2-17-15.

GIFTS IN MEMORY
AND HONOR
SPENCER M. REESE ’94
Mr. Samuel R. Fowlkes ’14

WILLIAM E. SMITH
Dr. Robert H. Winfrey, Jr.

W. HALL UPSHAW ’19
Mrs. Grace Upshaw

STEVEN F. REGIS ’17
Ms. Greear M. Trew

S. CLAY SMYTHE ’85
Mr. and Mrs. Leslie K. Estes

JAMES P. WAGGONER, JR. ’15
Mr. and Mrs. Leighton L. LeBoeuf

SETH T. RICHEY ’20
Mr. and Mrs. Alvan E. Richey, Jr.

JACKSON S. SOLBERG ’17
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald A. Solberg

T. WHITMIRE WAGGONER ’17
Mr. and Mrs. Leighton L. LeBoeuf

SPENCER L. RICHEY ’15
Mr. and Mrs. Alvan E. Richey, Jr.

HAYDEN A. STARK ’18
Dr. Susan L. Stark and Mr. Sherwood Stark

WILLIAM U. WEISS, JR. ’19
Ms. Letitia Hickox

JOHN ALLEN RICHMAN ’16
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Richman

CHARLIE J. STREET ’20
Mr. Zachary H. Street, Sr.

DAVID S. WALLACE III ’16
Mr. and Mrs. David S. Wallace

DR. AND MRS. WILEY T. ROBINSON ’75
Mr. David J. Watkins, Jr. ’16

ZACHARY H. STREET ’18
Mr. Zachary H. Street, Sr.

ALEXANDER W. WELLFORD, JR. ’60
Mr. and Mrs. William P. Granot

GLENN E. ROGERS, JR.
Mrs. Deborah Dunklin Tipton

JOHN ROSS SWAIM ’18
Mr. and Mrs. Joe R. Swaim

JAMES D. RUSSELL
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Hayes ’83
Mr. C. Kyle Slatery ’04

MICHAEL P. SWEENEY ’20
Ms. Anne McGinty

MR. AND MRS. ALEXANDER W. 		
WELLFORD, JR. ’60
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin F. Ansbro

JONATHAN E. SAUNDERS
Dr. Robert H. Winfrey, Jr.
FREDERICK C. SCHAEFFER, JR. ’88
Mrs. Frederick C. Schaeffer, Sr.
DAVID A. SCHARFF ’15
Mrs. Frederick J. Menz
WILLIAM R. SCHNEIDER ’17
Mrs. Hilda C. Mullen
MAXWELL W. SCOTT ’17
Ms. Martha Ruth Cooper
TERRY N. SHELTON
Mr. Wesley H. McCluney ’94
WILLIAM S. SHEPHERD ’20
Dr. and Mrs. Jerald Duncan
KAREN M. SKAHAN
Mrs. Jean L. Saunders
BRIDGER B. SMITH ’16
Dr. and Mrs. Vincent D. Smith
C. FOSTER SMITH III ’98
Mrs. Nancy W. Smith
CHARLES F. SMITH, JR. ’66
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel N. Graham II ’80
FREDERICK W. SMITH ’62
Mr. and Mrs. J. Paul McDonald ’70
LEWIS F. SMITH ’00
Mrs. Nancy W. Smith

OWEN B. TABOR, JR. ’85
Mr. and Mrs. Leslie K. Estes
CALEB JOYNER TAYLOR ’15
Mrs. Charlie F. Taylor, Jr.
JAMES ANTHONY THOMAS ’19
Ms. Margie R. Farese
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Thomas
NORMAN S. THOMPSON, JR.
Mr. and Mrs. J. Spencer Medford ’89
Dr. and Mrs. R. Lee Nichols, Jr. ’79
Mr. Gordon Robertson III ’86
SNOWDEN MCLEAN TODD ’17
Mrs. Irma D. Bell
HENRY E. TRAMMELL ’17
Mrs. Katherine G. McClintock
CONNOR M. TRUITT ’15
Mrs. L. E. Truitt
WILLIAM R. TURLEY ’19
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Farnsworth, Jr.
RYAN E. TURNER ’10
Mr. and Mrs. Steven M. Turner
JOSEPH S. TYLER
Mrs. Deborah Dunklin Tipton
H. WALKER UPSHAW ’84
Mrs. Grace Upshaw
JEFFERSON D. UPSHAW ’74
Mrs. Grace Upshaw

BRANDON L. WESTBROOK ’92
Mr. and Mrs. James Westbrook
JONAH N. WEXLER ’20
Mr. and Mrs. James Jalenak
HARRIS M. WHITE ’20
Mr. and Mrs. Cody C. White
F. GAINES WHITINGTON ’15
Mr. and Mrs. Carl O. Hood
RUSSELL H. WILLIAMSON ’20
Mrs. Deanna A. Wilbourn
LOUIS E. WITTENBERG III ’17
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Wittenberg, Sr.
A. GRIFFIN WILSON ’15
Mr. and Mrs. Paul D. Griffin
Mrs. Natalie Holt Wilson
CRAIG H. WITT ’85
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew H. Walt ’85
F. TYLER WOLF ’15
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick H. Wolf
J. ALEXANDER WOLF ’17
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick H. Wolf
BROCK S. WRIGHT ’15
Mrs. Dorothy C. Wright
GARY K. WUNDERLICH III ’14
Mr. and Mrs. John C. T. Edwards ’75
MADISON WUNDERLICH
Mr. and Mrs. John C. T. Edwards ’75
CAMERON J. WYATT ’18
Mrs. Jimmie Ann Wyatt
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Homecoming
2014

’64
Class of 1964 50th Reunion
From left, Van Spear, Ray Brakebill, Dick Doughtie, David Dando, Barham Ray, Greg Warren,
Sloan Young, Gordon Kenna, and Bill Quinlen gather for a 50th reunion lunch.

’74
Class of 1974 at the home of Jennifer Sink and Buck Wellford

’79
Class of 1979 at the home of Michelle and Arthur Fulmer
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’69
Class of 1969 at the home of Donna and Scott Wellford

’59
Class of 1959 friends at the Homecoming football game, from left,
Lynne and Henry Turley, Lyn and Ted Bailey, Mary and Allen Malone,
Don Austin, and Jamie and Bill Simmons

Homecoming
2014
HOMECOMING
2014
SAW
E
W

’94

’84

Class of 1994 at the home of Kate and Pravi Thakkar

Class of 1984 at the home of Jackie and Jon Peters

’89

’04
Class of 2004 with Hutchison Class of 2004 at The University Club

Homecoming Barbecue

Class of 1989 at the home of Cindy and Edward Dobbs

The party started before the game as friends and family remembered
times past and caught up with the latest news.

Jonathan Segal, Eben Garnett, and Mark Poag
of the Class of 1989

From left, Margaret Beard, Tyler Beard ’04, David Watkins,
John Collier ’04, and Dorothy Collier

Michael Peeler, Paul Reaves, Stewart Waller, and
David Graw of the Class of 1984

Tommy Van Brocklin, Ted McLaughlin, and
Cam McCaa of the Class of 1979
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Big Easy Evening

Cindy and Alex Williams ’85 present Headmaster Ellis Haguewood
with a commemorative plate created at their Magazine Street
pottery studio and gallery, Potsalot Pottery (potsalot.com).

Alumni gathered at Calcasieu in New Orleans’ historic Warehouse
District on January 26, sharing food, drink, and good times.

Lane Carrick ’76, Ryan Prewitt ’94, and Lou Carrick

Meghan Burns and Brian Payne ’01

ABL Champs
The 34th Alumni Basketball League
season wrapped up August 7 in
a flurry of sweat and squeaking
basketball shoes. Here are the
results of the finals:
B League: Monstars beat the
Showboats, 48-38.
C League: Basketball Enthusiasts
beat Daniel LaRusso, 54-45.

B League Champions, the Monstars, from left, Preston White ’15, Hurston
Reed ’13, Derrick Baber ’13, Carlton McCord ’12, Chris Eddings ’12, and
Jonathan Wilfong ’13

C League Champions, the Basketball Enthusiasts, from left, Jake
Kasser, Henry Talbot ’03, Matt Dowty, Mark Jobe, Michael Schaefer
’03, and Steed Carson ’03 (Andy Garrett ’03 is not pictured.)

Overton Square
The Emerging Leaders converged at
Lafayette’s Music Room on Overton
Square to hear the latest about the
revival of the area from Bob Loeb ’73,
president of Loeb Properties.

Bob Loeb ’73 and Russell Nenon ’06
76
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Class of 2009 friends Mathew Jehl, George Coors, Rhobb Hunter

John Summers ’05 and Dallas Embry

McCauley Williams ’07, Trevor Skelley ’05, Neely Mallory ’07

Kimbrough Taylor ’09 and Jack Steffner ’09

From the Archives

Remembering Margaret Clack Askew Hood Cooper
by John E. Harkins, Ph.D., School Archivist and Historian

C

urrent members of the Memphis University School community may not have recognized the loss of a very dear
friend of the school last September. The Commercial Appeal
published a sweeping obituary on October 5, detailing highlights
of Margaret Clack Askew Hood Cooper’s long and productive life.
The newspaper followed this rendering of her story with a feature
article by Michael Donahue recapping many of her numerous
civic and philanthropic involvements and contributions over the
decades. Margaret, a resident at Trezevant Manor, died just two
weeks shy of her 103rd birthday. She remained energetic into
her later years, water-skiing into her 80s, bowling into her 90s,
and dancing until she was 100. At age 88 she delivered several
strategically placed kicks to rescue her husband as he was being
mugged. The two robbers did escape but without any loot.
Margaret’s association with MUS began with her strong commitment to Second Presbyterian Church. She helped in choosing the
site for its relocation to the current campus at Poplar and Goodlett.
Her sons, Charles and Turner Askew ’59, were students at PentecostGarrison when Althea Pentecost closed her school in 1951 and sold
its campus and buildings, effectively leaving her constituents in the
lurch. Second Presbyterian’s newly founded Presbyterian Day School
absorbed about half of the Pentecost-Garrison teachers and students
and thus became a K-9 school. Col. Ross M. Lynn was lured away
from the Darlington School in Rome, GA, with an understanding
that every reasonable effort would be made to expand the

Margaret Clack Askew donated the funds to build the cafetorium, the large building at right in the aerial view.

fledging PDS through high school as soon as possible. Within a
few years a new Memphis University School had been chartered,
a site at Park and Ridgeway selected, and a very limited physical plant erected to welcome students in the fall of 1955.
Although MUS did not open in time for Charles Askew to attend,
Turner Askew was a student here. In the face of the new school’s
needs, Margaret pledged to donate the funds required to build the
school’s dining hall. Her father, Earl Clack, had been a prominent

Montana businessman who
made a fortune building and
operating grain elevators
and later developing an oil
company. He died in 1955,
and when her family sold
his business, Margaret
was to be paid her share
of its purchase price
over a period of years.
To guarantee that her
commitment would be
fulfilled, she took out
a life insurance policy
in the amount of her
pledge. She named
Margaret Clack Askew
the building the Clack
Dining Hall in honor of her parents, Earl and Margaret
Turner Clack. Initially, it was a cafetorium, functioning as both a
cafeteria and an auditorium. Moreover, she stayed involved through
the new school’s early years, securing furnishings, decorations,
serving pieces, etc., to give the school many of the niceties commensurate with its position in the community. She helped arrange
dances and other social functions and initiated Parents’ Night at
school to help build closer relations between parents and faculty.
MUS students appreciated Margaret Askew’s contributions to
such an extent that they dedicated the 1967 OWL to her. One of her
popular moves was recruiting Willie Taylor to work for MUS. He
was a great favorite of the students and faculty alike. He drove the
school bus, cooked in the kitchen, and served as an unofficial, nononsense mentor for many MUS boys. In return, the yearbook editors
dedicated the 1970 OWL to Willie and his co-worker Robert Watson.
On a personal note I am indebted to Margaret for her aid
when I wrote the MUS Century Book in 1993. She took time to
clearly detail an insider’s view of the unfolding of events from the
point when Miss Pentecost decided to sell the Pentecost-Garrison
property through the early years of the new MUS. She also donated
her few remaining MUS documents and memorabilia to the school
archives. Her patronage of MUS was enormously important.
For more information and context on this lovely and 		
lively lady, please consult the MUS Century Book, pages
103-105, and the 1967 MUS Owl, page 8. Yearbooks are 		
available through the Hyde Library page of the MUS 		
website, musowls.org.
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Illustration by Greg Cravens

THE LAST WORD

Of Shakespeare, Kings, and Honor
by Norman Thompson

As I write this, Halloween is in the offing, and autumn, that “Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness” as the
poet Keats observed, is bedecked in its glorious panoply of gold and russet. Still, already I yearn for spring,
a season as beautiful as autumn and a precursor to the songs of summer rather than to the dirges of winter.
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But it is not spring’s beauty and its intoxicating illusion of possible

dive into the bottom of the deep . . . /And pluck up drownèd honor

personal rejuvenation alone for which I long. No, a compelling

by the locks.” He seeks death with honor rather than long, luxuri-

reason for my wistful anticipation is that once again it will be my

ous life without it. Here we are introduced to the immortal comic

privilege to teach my Shakespeare course. Prominent among my fa-

creation Falstaff, a libertine, a sybarite for whom life in its sensuous

vorite plays by the poet that Ben Jonson called “soul of the age” is

abundance is the sine qua non. He asks, “What is honor?” He an-

his King Henry IV, Part I. A major theme of this incomparable play

swers himself, “A word.” He asks, “Who has honor?” He answers,

is the concept of honor, for here Shakespeare creates three charac-

“He that died o’ Wednesday.” Solipsistically, he resolves to have

ters that embody this concept in all its permutations. We meet the

none of it. Entering the debate is the hero of the play, Prince Hal

young firebrand, the aptly named Hotspur, for whom honor is life it-

(the future King Henry V), for whom life without honor may not be

self. He vows “To pluck bright honor from the pale-faced moon/Or

worth living, but for whom living a full life, a productive, dutiful,
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honorable life is far more meaningful than
living and dying for an airy concept or for
a life of mere gratification of the senses.

ing task of judging their friends and peers.
A number of unusual cases illustrate

paper. The teacher consulted the Honor
Council, then requested notes and rough

the sagacity of the student body as it selects

draft from the claiming student, who said

Honor Council members to represent it.

that he had left these at home. The teacher,

of honor invariably lifts the curtain on the

One long-ago case involved a young man

now convinced of the student’s dishonesty,

play of my memory of the Honor System at

accused of cheating by an experienced

said that he would drive the student to his

MUS. As an advisor to the Honor Coun-

teacher. This teacher was in the habit of

house to secure the documents that would

cil since the mid-70’s, I have witnessed

using a felt-tip marker to put a line through

exonerate him, even though the accused

changes in the administration and prom-

an answer space left blank. On the test pre-

lived in a town some distance from Mem-

ulgation of the concept of honor here.

sented to the council, an answer appeared

phis. The trip was made, the documents

to have been written over the teacher’s

were determined to be non-existent, and

is now a storeroom behind the balcony

mark. The accused student seemed obvi-

guilt was established. This case, as well as

of Hyde Chapel. To call that venue Spar-

ously guilty, yet he steadfastly maintained

many others too numerous to mention here,

tan would be like calling the Palace of

his innocence. He was a stellar student

indicates the dedication to truth and honor

Versailles attractively decorated. The

with no prior accusations against him.

manifested by the council and by the fac-

rectangular room contained a long table

As the council well knew, a guilty student

ulty. The student body must not be omitted

around which mismatched upholstered

will sometimes vehemently maintain his

from this rigorous pursuit of truth and hon-

chairs in various states of disrepair reeked

innocence against even the most compel-

or, as students report a significant percent-

of dust and age. It was a hot and musty

ling evidence. But before rendering a guilty

age of cases heard by the Honor Council.

room; windows with bent blinds looked

verdict, the council sent to the Science

out over the porch of the chapel but were

Department for a low-power microscope

“Honor Council Cases,” I could recall

kept closed to preserve the secrecy of the

that revealed a very different image. It

dozens of complicated, memorable trials.

proceedings. I recall entering after a heavy

now appeared that the teacher’s mark was

But what I remember most essentially is

rainfall, or maybe a burst pipe, to wit-

made over the answer. The teacher was

the transformative atmosphere of MUS,

ness a drenched room with a remarkable

summoned, examined the evidence, and

an atmosphere created in no small part by

feature: the soaked veneer of the long table

was relieved to admit that he must have

the magnetic field of the Honor System,

had detached itself and had formed a large

made a mistake, for he, too, had considered

a system espoused and adjudicated by the

U, unwelcome symbolism at the time.

the accused an honorable young man.

students of Memphis University School, a

This classroom discussion of the nature

Back then, the council met in what

In an early case of my tenure as advi-

Another case that floats to the surface

Given a quiet room and my file entitled

system that has had an ameliorative effect

sor, I noticed that a cord designed to open

of my memory like the answer supplied

even on those who have faced the truth,

the blinds in the window farthest from

by a Magic 8 Ball to a hypothetical ques-

been convicted by their peers, and emerged

where the accused was seated was embel-

tion involved a purloined term paper. The

wiser and better young men – much as the

lished by being formed into a hangman’s

teacher was handing back graded term

young profligate Prince Hal renounced

noose. So as not to disturb the feng shui

papers. One paper was without a name, so

the errors of youth and lived to become

of the place, I left the noose as a testa-

he read aloud the title of the paper, which

Henry V, the English national hero. He

ment to the morbid wit of some earlier

was claimed by a student. The next day a

and his band of brothers took the oath of

council member, until the council moved

member of the class who had been absent

honor, as do the young men of MUS.

to its present location, the sumptuous

the day before asked the teacher for his pa-

Adams Room in the Campus Center.

per. The student was told that all the papers

The thing that I remember most about

had been claimed. When asked the subject

Norman Thompson has been an MUS

my years on the Honor Council is the

of his paper, the student told the teacher the

instructor in English since 1972, and

perseverance, fairness, seriousness, and

very title that already had been claimed.

he holds the L. Edwin Eleazer III

maturity with which the young men on

The claiming student was questioned but

Chair of Excellence in Teaching.

council after council approached the daunt-

maintained that he had indeed written the
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It’s a one-man operation as Charles Frankum ’86 maneuvers his Cirrus SR22 out of the
hangar in Denver to begin his day flying to small-town hospitals on the surrounding
plains to perform general surgery. Read about the itinerant doctor on page 4.

Photo: Lance Murphey
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