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Every issue of MUS Today is a challenge—deciding on
articles and interviews, finding talented writers and compelling
graphics, meeting deadlines and overcoming obstacles along
the way. In fact, the magazine is planned many months in
advance of its production. However, nothing proved to be a
greater challenge than changing the focus of a sports-oriented
issue of the magazine after September 11. What was intended
to be a tongue-in-cheek cover story was suddenly not as
relevant as the tragedy that struck America. What was
designed as a light-hearted cover was no longer appropriate. It did not take long to
know that September 11 was the story.
We could not have completed this issue without our alumni—alumni in New
York, Washington, Memphis, and around the world; alumni who were kind enough
to share their experiences and feelings about the terrorist attacks of September 11;
alumni whose stories appear in the following pages and those whose stories for
which we did not have room; alumni who have channeled strong emotions such as
anger and fear into something positive and constructive; MUS alumni who join
millions of other Americans in understanding that education is the antidote to
terrorism and promoting tolerance in our communities is of the utmost importance.
Alumni like Fred Smith ’62, Bert Johnston ’66, Frank Crumbaugh ’70,
George Dameron ’71, Richard Brown ’73, Bill Mueller ’75, Collie Krausnick
’79, Frank Jones ’80, Robert Davis ’82, Edward Felsenthal ’84, Robert
Coleman ’85, Andy McArtor ’86, Chad Parker ’86, Sid Evans ’87, David Gold
’87, Howard Sklar ’87, David Willmott ’88, Andrew Crosby ’89, Rob Edwards
’89, Lester Lee ’89, Will Gotten ’90, Marvin Palmer ’90, Sellers Shy ’90, Sid
Williamson ’90, Trevor Benitone ’91, John Palmer ’93, Michel Thomsen ’96,
Richard Yang ’96, John Haire ’97, and more.
A special thank you to Sam Ragsdale ’90, whose research and energy put
together an incredible account of the September 11 tragedy in a very short period of
time, and to Mark Crosby ’79, whose extraordinary photography graces the pages
of MUS Today for the second time. Crosby, who lives in New York City, heard
about the tragedy and was out the door, camera in hand, headed for Ground Zero.
His photographs tell a dramatic story that we will never forget.
Wishing all our readers a new year of peace.
Debbie B. Lazarov
Director of Public Relations
Phone: (901) 260-1416
E-mail: dlazarov@musowls.org
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“I got dressed in my EMT uniform and
headed up to the roof with my radio. As I got
upstairs, the first tower had just fallen. And
what I heard over the police radio haunts me to
this day...a woman frantically screaming, “Central, we have people down everywhere, we have
officers and firefighters down everywhere, they
are trapped inside, down everywhere.” I can’t
get those words out of my mind.
I know one reason I am not planning on
leaving New York is that I don’t want to let this
town down. This is my home and I am staying.”
—Michel Thomsen ’96
Michel O. Thomsen attended the Pratt Institute Architecture School in Brooklyn. This year he joined the Flatlands
Volunteer Ambulance Corps, Brooklyn and Hunter Ambulance in Queens. He is currently in school at St. Joseph’s
College Brooklyn working to attain a B.S. in biology.
Thompsen is engaged to Jessica Banderob from Milton,
Massachusetts, and is planning to get married next year.

the rest of the team would examine and survey the patient,
obtain intravenous access, and perform other procedures as
necessary.
When the first wave of patients came, we resuscitated
them and moved them to the operating room or observation areas with speed and efficiency. We did our jobs as
we’d done them many times before. But the realization that
we were involved in something of such historical significance didn’t come right away.
Isolated in a resuscitation room, we were hearing only
scattered information at first…both towers were on
fire…the Pentagon was hit…one tower has collapsed…
both towers are down. The scene was described as “total
carnage.” The onslaught of wounded would arrive at any
moment.
In the end, we were never as overwhelmed as we expected. The initial rush was followed only by sporadic
ambulance arrivals. Only ten patients went to the operating
room. By midnight it became apparent that those that
didn’t survive the initial event were most likely dead. This
being said, we did not suffer from a lack of things to do.
We busied ourselves treating the rescuers for smoke
inhalation, foreign bodies in the eyes, and minor trauma.

Among those treated were my friends from the ER and
fellow residents who went to the site in a desperate attempt
to help. They came back covered in soot and suffering from
elevated carbon monoxide levels in their blood.
Overall, I felt frustrated. We were ready. We had
everything in place. We had more doctors than we knew
what to do with. Yet, we saw only 270 people total that first
24 hours, a number only slightly elevated from a usual day
in our emergency department.
I left the emergency department the next morning and
went to bed. We spent the following days looking after the
rescuers. There were no more survivors. While I wish I
could say things have returned to normal, the onslaught of
anthrax attacks has only heightened tension in the emergency department. We’re anxious about the future. Hopefully, it will bring only peace.
Sidney P. Williamson, M.D., graduated from Middlebury
College and the University of Tennessee Medical School and is a
physician and resident in emergency medicine at New York
University/Bellevue Hospital in lower Manhattan. He is currently in his third year of training. He lives in New York City
and attended the Concert for New York City with his ER coworkers as the guest of Jon Bon Jovi.
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Sid Evans ’87, editor-inchief of Men‘s Journal, put
together the Firefighters
issue in three days and had
it on the stands three weeks
early in response to the
events of Septermber 11.
He says, “It's a very spooky
time to be a New Yorker
and an employee of a
national magazine.”
Evans lives in Brooklyn.
He received a degree in
English from Connecticut
College. Read more about
Evans and fellow journalist
Felsenthal in the Summer/
Fall 2001 issue of MUS
Today, and medical
journalist Robert Davis
is profiled in the Winter
1999-2000 issue.

Journalists Adjust
to Threats and a
Change in Focus
Most of us have at some point in the last few
months found ourselves glued to the television
set or anxiously scanning the newspaper to learn
the latest developments in America’s new war.
Here MUS alumni discuss how their jobs as
journalists have changed since the tragic events
of September 2001.

Edward Felsenthal ’84
The Wall Street Journal of September 12 had
two of the usual three sections and never made it
to about 10 percent of subscribers. But considering where things started the day before, that was an accomplishment.
The Journal, where I’ve worked for the past nine years,
is headquartered across the street from what is now
Ground Zero. Twelve minutes after the second plane hit
the World Trade Center, our building was evacuated. Not
only was nearly every story planned for the next day suddenly irrelevant, but our 150-plus New York-based reporters and editors were now scattered around the city. Phone
service was essentially out, but e-mail kept us connected.
At 2:18 p.m., there was a company-wide note from the
chairman of Dow Jones, which owns the paper: we would
publish an abbreviated single edition and deliver it to as
many readers as possible. “We know of no Dow Jones
casualties at the moment, but cannot promise you that the
good news will hold,” he wrote.
In fact, the good news did hold—and somewhat remarkably given the stories we later heard. Because newsrooms generally don’t get going until mid-morning, much
of the staff wasn’t in yet. (“Good thing you’re so lazy,”
friends have joked.) But our foreign editor, in early to do a
TV report for CNBC, barely escaped falling chunks of
concrete and metal as he hid behind a nearby building. An
editorial-page writer took refuge under a van. Others ran
for the Hudson River and boarded ferries for New Jersey.
(I saw the towers burn from the roof of my apartment; as I
described the scene by cell phone to my brother David ’88
in Washington, he looked out his office window to find the
Pentagon on fire.)
Despite the confusion, there was a list of 23 stories
underway by early afternoon. Their “slugs,” or working
titles, were unlike any I’d ever seen: CHAOS for page one,
RETALIATE for page A15, INFAMY for A20. The lead
story, TERROR, was described this way: “We’ll look at
who did it, why, how, and what it means for the future of
the country.” (A tall order for a day when there was nobody
in the office.)
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Staffers sent e-mail dispatches from wherever they
were. Some worked through lists of World Trade Center
tenants; others began tracking the government’s response.
Following the emergency plan set up after the 1993 World
Trade Center bombing, editors then sent stories to our
facility in South Brunswick, New Jersey.
And so it goes more or less today. While the paper is
back to full size and full distribution, the terrorism story
continues to dominate coverage. Our building remains
closed while crews of workers replace blown-out windows
and remove layers of debris and ash. Meanwhile, we’ve set
up temporary offices around New York and in central New
Jersey. Scheduled return to lower Manhattan: January 2002.
Edward H. Felsenthal is the associate editor of The Weekend Journal, a new section of The Wall Street Journal. After
MUS, Felsenthal attended Princeton University and Harvard
Law School. He previously worked for the McNeil Lehrer
News Hour and CBS News. Felsenthal lives and works in
New York City.

Robert Davis ’82
At 8:30 on the morning of September 11, I walked into
a Washington, D.C., hotel to attend a conference on aging.
Medical experts were scheduled to speak about the latest
advances that will likely extend our lives. But they never got
a chance.
Soon after I sat down, word came that the World
Trade Center and Pentagon had been hit and that another
hijacked plane appeared to be headed toward us. The area
where we were—a few blocks from the White House—was
being evacuated.
As I rushed out of the lobby and into the street, I felt
like an extra in a bad doomsday movie. There was a palpable sense of panic. People were racing out of office buildings, police choppers hovered overhead, and emergency
vehicles, with sirens blaring, tried in vain to get through
bumper-to-bumper traffic.

FedEx Responds to Shutdown of Air Operations
On the morning of September 11,
many of us found ourselves sent home
from work, our jobs temporarily halted,
with nothing to do but watch the news
coming out of New York and Washington. According to Fred Smith ’62,
chairman, president, and CEO of Federal Express, there was no time for
television: “First I made sure that my
two daughters in New York and my son
in Washington were okay. Then I was
concerned with our employees. A lot of
people at FedEx had New York connections. We had several employees who
lost family and close friends in the trade
centers. It was an absolute miracle we
didn’t have anyone killed ourselves.”

After everyone was accounted for,
Smith turned to the task of securing
FedEx’s fleet of 640 cargo aircraft. “I
engaged in many hours of conference
calls with top executives in the Department of Transportation as well as other
transportation industry CEOs, all in an

effort to elevate the level of security to
make sure we didn’t become a target
and that our planes were not used as
weapons.
“Since we regularly carry valuable
cargo such as semi-conductors and
computers, FedEx already had tight
security. Taking things to the next level
was relatively easy.”
Once safety was ensured, Smith
and FedEx were faced with the problem
of getting the mail through. After the
attacks, the entire fleet of FedEx’s 640
aircraft was shut down for a day and a
half. “Never in the history of American
aviation have we seen such a grounding,” remarked Smith.
Although executives at Federal
Express had never considered such an
attack on the U.S., they were prepared
for this type of shutdown nonetheless.
“No one ever envisioned a terrorist
attack, but we did have natural disaster
plans,” Smith said. “It was these plans
that we implemented in order to move
traffic.”
Luckily, only a few FedEx satellite
offices near Ground Zero in New York
and D.C. were disabled. But with the air
fleet on the ground indefinitely, all air
freight had to be shifted to the ground.
According to Smith, “We had to
quickly put together an ad hoc surface
system with our ground-based fleet and
a number of rental trucks. We took a
number of escalating steps to enhance

Suddenly, cancer cures, heart surgeries, and all the
other issues I’d come to hear about seemed not to matter.
Since then, that view has pervaded the coverage of medical
news. Stories about new discoveries and treatments—
stories that previously would have merited front-page
coverage—now typically go unreported. In their place is
nonstop news about bioterrorism.
Without question, it’s an important story that deserves
our utmost attention. But the challenge we as medical
journalists face is putting that information into proper
perspective. So far, we’ve been less than successful.
Hourly anthrax updates that relay conflicting facts,
devoid of context, serve only to confuse and frighten
people. And so does endless speculation about which
pathogens terrorists might unleash next. What’s more,
when we report all this to the exclusion of news about heart

by Sam Ragsdale

our freight capabilities.” Shipments of
medical supplies and emergency equipment were made a priority.
Now with the air fleet up and running again and a priority placed
on security issues, Smith is looking toward the future. He sees a drastically
changed air transportation system. “We’ll
see a lot of things people aren’t going to
like but which are necessary: new systems
in airports and other public buildings, an
air traffic control system where every
plane has a transponder which cannot be
turned off, a much greater sharing of
government databases for background
checks on transportation employees, and
technical security improvements.”
In spite of the challenges and
changes that our air system, economy,
and country are now facing, Smith
remains optimistic. “I think that the story
of all great peoples is that adversity
creates opportunity and strengthens
those societies that can meet new challenges. I believe that our resolve will
provide the base for a new era of growth
and success.”
After graduation from MUS in 1962,
Frederick W. Smith attended Yale University, where he earned a B.S. degree in
economics. Smith founded Federal Express
Corporation in 1971, and the company
began operations on April 17, 1973.
He currently serves as chairman,
president, and chief executive officer
of FedEx Corporation.

disease, cancer, and other illnesses, we do a disservice to
the millions of people who have these conditions.
Even though our world has changed since September
11, the job of medical reporters has not: to select what’s
important, explain it accurately and clearly, and put it in
context.
Now more than ever, it’s crucial that we live up to that
responsibility.
Robert J. Davis, Ph.D., is a medical journalist who works in
Washington, D.C. He is the executive producer of HealthWeek,
a television series that airs nationally on PBS. Davis graduated
summa cum laude from Princeton, did postgraduate work at
Stanford Medical School’s Center for Research and Disease
Prevention, and, with a Pew Foundation Scholarship, earned a
Ph.D. in health policy in a joint program at Boston University
and Brandeis.
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Servicemen Respond to
Attacks on America
When terrorists struck at the Pentagon, the symbol
of our national military power, they thought they would
cripple our will. Instead they have only strengthened it and
inflamed the hearts of our servicemen. The American
military has proven they are ready to meet those who
would take our freedom away, and MUS alumni are there
as well. Whether running supply missions to the Middle
East, awaiting deployment orders at landing strips in Japan,
protecting our domestic airports, or securing communities
from anthrax, MUS alumni are playing vital roles in
America’s new war on terrorism. Here several alumni
speak out on the attacks on our nation and the way their
lives have changed since September 11.

with a 33-week-pregnant wife and a stubborn dog that
hates travel kennels. Dad woke me up and said that there
had been a terrorist attack in New York.
When I stumbled into the kitchen, it was in time to see
both towers still standing for the last time, and then not;
and, oh-by-the-way, apparently something bad was also
going on at the Pentagon.
As the towers fell, I shared a moment with every other
American—the one where everybody, regardless of religion, said, “Oh my God.” We wondered whom we knew in
New York and D.C., and then wondered whom we knew
who knew people there.
I am a highly trained, professional warrior. That
sounds rather awkward in polite society, so I prefer the
more glamorous “naval aviator.” Either way, this act of war
signaled where most people assume I should have entered
the story; for I, more than thousands of people in my
hometown, am specifically trained and paid to go out and
launch American-made revenge on the evil bastards who

Rob Edwards ’89
Since September 11, my life has drastically changed.
I have been in the Mississippi Army National Guard for
six years now and am currently a captain in an intelligence
company. I have been told I am on the “short list” for
activation.
I am constantly wondering if the next phone call or
page I get from the unit will be the call to go. I am ready
to go. This is what I have trained for.
Full time, I am a detective with the Tupelo Police
Department. Recently, along with 30 Tupelo firefighters,
I went through an Intro to Basic Terrorism class.
In addition to attending terrorism classes, I have become the point of contact for the airport security detail in
Tupelo. The governor has assigned National Guard troops
to each of our seven airports in the state, and they are in
contact with the local law enforcement in each jurisdiction.
At the Police Department, we are fielding numerous
calls on a daily basis of people scared that they are finding
anthrax everywhere. I have watched the “talking heads” on
TV until I can’t watch anymore.
If we live our lives in fear, the terrorists have won.
No longer do the bad guys have to stand in front of us with
guns to evoke fear.
Robert B. Edwards received a B.P.A. in criminal justice
from the University of Mississippi and upon graduation earned
an Army ROTC commission. He subsequently joined the Tupelo
Police Department and in 1994 joined the Mississippi Army
National Guard. Edwards currently works as a detective specializing in felony DUI and financial crimes enforcement. He and
his wife, Kimberly, have three boys.

Will Gotten ’90
I was first made aware of the attacks by my father. I
was at home—“home home” for military types—mooching
off my parents in Memphis while testing the limits of travel
“no-no’s,” like moving to Okinawa, Japan, from Florida
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didn’t know what they had just started. But this “warrior,”
who watched the enemy draw first blood on TV while on
vacation at home with his parents, expecting wife, and dog,
was STUCK without access to an airplane, an aircraft
carrier, or even a paddle and creek.
This feeling of vulnerability is what the terrorists
wanted. They knew the United States would not fold up
and disappear like the house in Poltergeist. They wanted to
make Americans feel absolutely helpless—at this, these
criminals border on succeeding brilliantly, although it pains
me to suggest that.
No fantasies of peeling bin Laden’s nerves from his
body with a rusty razor will make the fears and anguish of
the past month go away until we as Americans can show the
terrorists of the world that we are NOT weak, and we are
NOT afraid, and we WILL overcome.
It pained me to no end to hear people say on the news
that they were afraid to go outside, to travel anywhere
anytime soon, to get on an airplane ever again. Instead, we
must do the opposite.
Certainly we must mourn our lost loved ones. And
then we as Americans must pick ourselves up, dust our-

selves off, and each in our own way remind some very
slightly foreboding in that I will spend the majority of this
bad people why we are the most powerful country in the
next year wearing the military uniform.
world. So what does Will Gotten do, all dressed up and
Tower cancelled our departure clearance that day,
no “war” to go? Where is my reminder? Oddly, I left it
informing us that ALL airports in the United States were
on a boat seven months ago.
officially closed, something that had never been done
That was when I switched from flying carrier-based
before. Before we had stepped out to the aircraft, we had
Navy F/A-18 Hornets to flying land-based F-15 Eagles as
seen the news footage of the first WTC tower on fire. Not
a Navy exchange pilot for the Air Force. My new airplane
knowing any of the details, we could only surmise that
carries only missiles to shoot down hostile aircraft—no
some under-skilled, over-confident private pilot inadvertbombs like my old airplane does.
ently ran his small airplane into the tower.
With air supremacy established in Afghanistan, my
Needless to say, the subsequent events that unraveled
usefulness to the direct war effort today appears effectively
while we were taxiing the airplane proved us to be grossly
limited to the high-speed cheerleading section. This hurts.
wrong. Before long, I was painfully aware that there was no
But the aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson is floating
way that those planes hijacked on September 11 would
nearby right now. The buddies I left there seven months
have hit their targets with the crew still alive.
ago in Strike Fighter Squadron 94 are “extremely busy
Few people living today can relate anything to this
enforcing U.S. policy.” Translate that how you want.
recent attack on America. For the first time in over 50
I still feel immensely jealous, but I realize this: until I
years, our military has enjoyed unwavering support from
left a few months ago, I was training almost every one of
the general American public and our international allies.
those guys to fly off boats in bad weather, shoot hostile
This is extremely important since our military is but a
aircraft in their way, drop virtually every bomb in the
fraction of what it was when we were fighting the Cold
inventory, defend themselves from the enemy, and finally
War…but that’s a tangent on which I don’t need to stray.
land on the tiny, pitching deck of an aircraft carrier at
I can safely say that after the attacks, all those part-time
night. Over and over, until we were as good as we could be.
guardsmen and reservists like myself were biting at the bit
Several of those fellow warriors, officers, and gentleto do SOMETHING for the home team.
men wrote me recently to detail their exploits. Those notes
After my crew taxied back in that day, we were on alert
ended with, “Wish you were here.” Therefore, I am. Go
for the next week. Bag packed and poised to go wherever
get ’em, guys.
and whenever President Bush said the word. It was not
Lieutenant William M. Gotten, Jr., graduated from the
until two weeks later that my unit, the 155th Airlift SquadU.S. Naval Academy in 1994. After assignment at the Space
ron, got the call.
Sciences Division at Los Alamos Labratory, New Mexico, Gotten
Throughout the month of October, we spent countless
participated in air strikes against Iraq in “Operation Southern
hours flying over the lunar-like landscape of the Middle
Watch.” While his wife, Jennifer, is in Memphis, he reported
East, supplying various strategically located bases and
to Kadena AFB, Okinawa, Japan, in September 2001 on an
detachments with ammunition and supplies for the operaexchange tour from the Navy. He is serving at Kadena with
tion ahead. I remember distinctly the evening we began
Trevor Benitone ’91, a graduate of the U.S. Air Force Acadbombing Afghanistan, somewhere over the Saudi desert on
emy. Benitone is in the Air Force Special
a clear night, foolishly straining to
Operations Command flying MC-130H
catch a glimpse of light from an exploCombat Talons, while his, wife, Selene, and
sion over a thousand miles away.
“Wars are not won
son, Coleman, reside in Destin, Florida.
I am home now, but not for long.
just on military fronts,
My unit will continue to rotate personbut by the resolve of the
nel over there for the next year, or
Andy McArtor ’86
people.”
longer if need be.
September 11 was a horrifying day
—Andy McArtor ’86
My employer, FedEx, and many
for all of America. Additionally, this day
other
companies are very supportive of
was an eye-opener for the aviation
the
dual
role that so many of their
community and the nation’s armed
employees
have to play. For this, I am
forces. Rest assured, since I have my
grateful.
hand in both of these cookie jars, my
My greatest sacrifice will be the
eyes are now WIDE OPEN.
countless
days that I must spend away
I was to fly a routine C-141C
from
Jessica
and the kids. They, and all
mission for the Air National Guard on
the
other
families
of those called to
that fateful day. It was somewhat of a
service,
will
suffer
the most. Yes, I
coincidence that I was wearing my partterribly
miss
them
when I’m gone, but
time military hat when the attacks
at
least
I’m
not
doomed
to watching
occurred because the majority of my
news
coverage
of
the
entire
event from
time is spent either flying or instructing
my
club
chair
without
the
ability
or
on my civilian job at FedEx. It was also
WINTER 2001-02

13

opportunity to do something about it. This war that we are
fighting will continue to be a drain on such families for the
full duration, magnified by the fact that our nation has
fewer forces to do the job than in years past…but, again,
that is another story.
Like you, I was horrified at the events of September
11, but not surprised. The first time I heard of Osama bin
Laden was during the Oliver North trials. And I have
feared Islamic Jihad organizations ever since the FAA,
under my father, investigated the Pan-Am explosion over
Lockerbie, Scotland. The threat has always been there in
one form or another, and anyone who has ever served in
the defense of this nation knows the response that is
needed.
An old saying that rings true throughout the armed
forces is, “When there is a true enemy, you negotiate with
that enemy with your knee in his chest and your knife at his
throat.” And although there are many who shrink from the
boldness of this saying, they too are the ones that rush to
bask in the security blanket of victory.
It is times like these that I wish I could strap on the gsuit and have the opportunity to receive instant gratification via a target lock and subsequent fireball. I envy my
friends still doing this, but I am glad to contribute in any
way. Thanks to air superiority, my biggest threat as a
Guard airlift pilot is a shoulder-mounted anti-aircraft
missile launcher in the hands of an al-Qaida sympathizer.
Fortunately, we have some tools available to help defend
ourselves against this threat and others that we might
encounter.
As a commercial pilot in the U.S. civil aviation community, a new threat has obviously been uncovered. Any
security measures that we had in the past are now proven to
be inadequate. Airports and airlines around the world have
recently implemented higher security measures in order to
protect pilots and passengers alike; and with further help
from the lawmakers, pilots may soon enjoy a higher level of
cockpit security and self-defense measures.
Patriotism in our country has reached a level it hasn’t
seen in decades. Not since World War II has our country
come together in such a unified voice. Ever since I separated from the active duty Air Force, I have displayed my
American flag outside my house every day of the year. Now
my entire neighborhood looks like it does on the fourth of
July. This level of patriotism and support for our country is
crucial to the morale of those serving overseas. If six
months from now the newness wears off and the flags come
down, so too will the morale of our troops.
How we, as a nation, confront this chapter of American
history will be important for future generations. Wars are
not won just on military fronts, but by the resolve of the
people. We will determine the outcome of this war by
supporting our leaders, being tolerant of tightened security,
supporting the economy, and realizing that one nation
under God is truly indivisible.
I remember in my early school days saying the Pledge
of Allegiance every morning. I’m not sure how many chil-
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dren even know that pledge today. But I am proud to say
that when I called home while on my first rotation over
there, my 3-year-old son brought me to tears by flawlessly
reciting it. I hope that the generation of stamping God out
of schools and government has finally ended with our
nation collectively turning to God in memorial services,
prayer vigils, and churches around this country. God bless
America.
Andrew A. McArtor graduated from MUS in 1986 and
attended the Air Force Academy. After seven years as an Air
Force pilot, he joined FedEx. He currently is a pilot and instructor on FedEx’s DC-10 and a major in the Tennessee Air Guard
flying C-141s. McArtor and his wife, Jessica, have two children:
Kelley Guinn, 7, and Mac, 3.

Stranded…
and Trying to Get Home
Never before have so many Americans been stranded,
both on U.S. soil and abroad, with no way to get home.
MUS alumni found themselves in New York, Washington,
even flying over Iceland, when all American planes were
grounded on September 11. Here are the stories of alumni
as they scrambled to find a way home.

Collie Krausnick ’79
On September 10, I headed to New York with 40
Morgan Keegan employees for a two-day energy conference. On the morning of the 11th, we were in midtown at
the Palace Hotel meeting with 100 clients from New York
City.
During the meeting an announcement was made
informing everyone that a plane had crashed into the
World Trade Center. The conference was almost over, so
we cancelled the rest of the day’s meetings. Soon we heard
that all flights were cancelled into and out of New York.
And since I was responsible for the Memphis-based Morgan Keegan employees there, I was trying to figure out
how to get them back home.
I found a phone line that was open and, with the help
of my office in Memphis, finally found two buses in central
New Jersey that we could rent. I was relieved, because at
the time, no matter where you were in the country, you
were stuck. I made plans for the buses to pick us up at the
hotel at 10:00 a.m. the next morning.
We soon found out that the buses were not able to get
into Manhattan; and even though we were fortunate to
have found a ride back home, we couldn’t get to it. I arranged for the buses to meet us at the Newark train station.
And since there were still a few subway and train lines
running, we decided to take the Amtrak from Penn Station
to Newark.
So on Wednesday morning, all 42 of us walked several
blocks to the metro at 53rd Street. It was a gorgeous day

Andrew Crosby ’89
I was aboard an Iceland Air flight from London to
Washington, D.C., when the terrorist attacks happened.
What was to be a one-day business meeting in London
became an unexpected trip
to Iceland.
One hour after the
attacks, I was walking
through the Iceland
Air terminal in
Reykjavik, Iceland.

I checked the departure monitors for my connection to
Washington. All four flights to the U.S. were cancelled.
Over the intercom, “Due to security reasons, all flights to
the United States have been cancelled… indefinitely.”
A British traveler explained, “Your World Trade
Centers have been sacked, mate!” I noticed a TV where
CNN was broadcasting in Icelandic. I saw the burning twin
towers and heard about the Pentagon. I went straight to
the telephone and called my wife in D.C. and my brother
Mark in New York. Everyone was okay.
Nearly five hours later, I was taken to Iceland Air’s
private hotel. I spent the night in a small 8’ x 6’ barren,
gray room. There were two small beds, a sink, and a TV
that required a pencil to reach the “on” button jammed
inside. Any minute I expected to hear, “You are not permitted to leave your room until you have cleaned it thoroughly!” I had no idea how long my stay would be and was
seriously considering the charter of a whaling vessel back to
Canada. But the next morning I moved to a different hotel
and enjoyed two amazing nights in Iceland.
I discovered spectacular people in Iceland, a stunningly
beautiful country. Everywhere I went, Icelanders noticed
my southern accent and asked the “Yank” to “please sit
with them,” as they uniformly expressed their deepest
sympathies. In fact, I never once bought my own meal
or drink.
On the first night, while watching the only English
newscast of the incidents, I struckup a conversation with a
local gentleman sitting on a bar stool next to me. He asked
my thoughts on U.S. retaliation and the future in the
Middle East. After several minutes, I noticed that the entire
bar (15 or so Icelanders) had turned their chairs towards us
and began raising their hands to ask questions. It was
frightening to realize that at that moment I was the voice
of U.S. foreign policy to the locals of Reykjavik.
Eventually I departed again for the U.S., only to be
diverted to Montreal. Our entire plane was unloaded to
a secure area of the tarmac. “Don’t worry, Iceland Air will
take care of you,” yelled a flight attendant as we departed
the plane. None of us ever saw anyone from Iceland
Air again.
When the skies reopened two days later, I purchased
a one-way ticket back to Washington on Northwest.
I will always remember my experience in Iceland.
I plan to go back one day soon with my wife, if for no
other reason than to see again the unfolding emerald
sky of the Northern Lights.
Andrew K. Crosby
and his wife, Molly, live in
Washington, D.C. He is
president of Crosby-Volmer
Communications, a public
relations and marketing
firm. Crosby received his
undergraduate degree from
Furman University.
Photograph courtesy of Sid Evans

but the streets were totally quiet. There were no cars on
the streets but a few taxi and police. There was no street
business. The buzz was gone.
When we arrived at Penn Station, it was mobbed, but
orderly and very professional. The Amtrak was packed but
again everyone was calm. Once we arrived in New Jersey,
we looked back at Manhattan and could still see the smoke
rising from the wreckage of the towers.
After traveling the first day to Bristol, Tennessee, we
finally arrived Thursday afternoon at the Memphis airport
to pick up our cars. When we stepped off the buses, we
looked up and saw the first FedEx plane take off and roar
overhead. Just then everyone let out a cheer! We had
returned everyone home safe, and the country was
running again.
Now, since the financial world has been so shaken by
this, we are feeling the financial ramifications. The equity
market went down 15 to 20 percent when trading opened
again four days later, but it has since rebounded. We’ve
never been in a situation where the market closed for four
days. And even though it was closed, we still had a job
to do.
As for the future of the market, the Bear had already
started before September 11, and anyone who questioned
a month ago that we were in a recession now knows we’re
in one. The market is a discounter of the future, and it’s
trying to say things will only get better.
Edward C. Krausnick, Jr., is executive managing director
and co-head of Equity Capital Markets at Morgan Keegan &
Co. He earned a B.A. from the University of Mississippi.
Krausnick lives in Memphis with his wife, Veazey, and their
two children, Elizabeth, who attends Hutchison, and Carl, 11,
who attends MUS.
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The Door to Community Involvement

people at a level we had not experienced before. We were able to
meet and work with the players
and coaches from all four
schools. While our Bridge
Builders program is in every
Helping young people in
public, private, and parochial
Memphis to be winners in life
high school in Memphis and
and to know how to make
Shelby County, we are still
proper use of their winning
by James R. Boyd, President, BRIDGES
limited in the number of
ways is what BRIDGES is all
students we can reach. The time and energy required to be
about. That is why we were so excited about being able to
a Bridge Builder frequently precludes football players from
participate in a sporting event of the magnitude and impact
participating, but we know that football players frequently
of the Kick Off Classic. That event enabled us to share
tend to be leaders in their school. We hope we helped
BRIDGES’ vision
these young men begin to develop relationships with stuthat “Memphis will
dents from other schools and different cultural and racial
be a city where all
backgrounds. The reality is that most of these young men
our young people
from the public and private schools would never have had
have the opportuthe opportunity to know one another. Through the
nity to build a
BRIDGES Kick Off Classic, we can provide bridges of
successful life for
opportunity to help them develop understanding and
themselves and the
awareness.
community.”
Were we successful? It was gratifying to watch the
Working with
Players from all four teams mixed it up even
players from MUS and Whitehaven shake hands and emMemphis youth
before the game by having breakfast together
brace following the conclusion of their game. To some it
since 1922,
and getting to know one another.
may not seem to be much; but from the comments I’ve
BRIDGES’ focus
received from the parents of these players, it opened up
today is on overcoming racism, illiteracy, and educational
significant new opportunities for friendships and underfailure among our young people. The Kick Off Classic
standing.
raised $11,700 to help the agency achieve these goals
through the high school diversity program
Rob Park (10) cuts left to stop
Bridge Builders, a pre-school reading readiness
Whitehaven’s break-away run.
program called The Reading Bridge, and a
high school dropout prevention program.
Quarterback John Phillips
The BRIDGES Kick Off Classic was a
gains valuable yardage before
being sandwiched between
football double-header played by MUS,
two Whitehaven players.
Whitehaven, CBHS, and Melrose on August
18, 2001, at Liberty Bowl Stadium. MUS
Head Coach Bobby Alston, who originated
the concept of the Kick Off Classic in Memphis, says that he hopes it will “provide an
opportunity for kids from different teams in
2001 KICK OFF CLASSIC
different areas of the city to form relationships
FOR THE RECORD
that may help our community in the future.”
The athletic aspects of the Kick Off
Final Scores:
Classic allowed BRIDGES to get involved
Whitehaven 28 – MUS 21
with a lot of youth with whom we don’t norCBHS 28 – Melrose 22
mally work. At the Friday morning breakfast
and fellowship activities that our Bridge
Attendance: 15,000
Builders staff conducted, we were able to
Proceeds Raised for BRIDGES: $11,700
reach out to a whole new group of young
“Those that know how to win are
much more numerous than those who
know how to make proper use of their
victories.” — Polybius 292 BCE
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BRIDGES

MUS Students
Are Bridge Builders, Too

A week after
the Classic, a
senior player for
CBHS was injured
in another game.
His injuries were
severe enough to
During the Kick Off Classic, former MUS Head
end his high school
Coach Jake Rudolph accepted the Legendary
football career.
Coaches Award from Mayor Willie Herenton. The
While he was
award honored Rudolph for his lifetime contribution to Memphis prep football. Rudolph
recuperating,
retired in 1997 with 302 winning games to
two members
his credit. He spent one year coaching at
of the
Darlington School before coming to MUS
Whitehaven
where he coached for 39 years with an MUS
winning record of 295-119-4.
football
squad who
had met him at the Classic’s fellowship breakfast visited him in the hospital. The CBHS player and his parents were deeply moved by this expression of care and concern from two young men who, just two weeks before,
had been total strangers. Other stories, equally moving, are emerging
from this first Classic.
There were also some events that illustrate that we still have problems
that need to be confronted and dealt with openly and honestly. There was
a “late hit” situation at the end of the Melrose-CBHS game, showing
there is much work to be done in the areas of trust and understanding.
Talk regarding the suspicion that any of the games were “rigged” is evident of the underlying lack of trust between different communities.
This shows we need to play more together. We want to use the
Bridge Builders’ approach to help people move out of their comfort zone
and to experience others in new ways.
While one community’s strength lies in its strong sense of self, the
defining of its identity can also become a weakness by keeping others out.
We hope to bridge these boundaries and provide a means whereby different communities can move freely, willingly, and joyfully among one
another. We think the Kick Off Classic will go a long way to helping us
continue to do this. It means reaching a larger population of students to
enlarge the concept of diversity among them.
We saw parents of football players discover that they shared the same
desires for their kids. They experienced how working together for their
children meant working for the whole community.
As a result of the Kick Off Classic, groups of people who normally
would not come together are beginning to see and value BRIDGES’
potential for their individual community and the larger community of
Memphis and the Mid-South.
We have always enjoyed a fine relationship with the youth, parents,
and administration of MUS. We are truly thankful for all they did to
make this event possible, and we look forward to working even more
closely with the MUS community in the coming years.
It is our hope to make more numerous those who know how to make
proper use of their victories.

Alex DeBardeleben (MUS) and
Terrance Bryant (Cordova High)

Bridge Builders is a two-year
program beginning with the summer a student is a “rising” junior
through his or her senior year in
high school. The program is entering its fourteenth year of transforming high school student leaders into
community leaders who value and
practice diversity. Working together,
Bridge Builders say, “Our mission is
to develop among high school
students a group of future leaders
who can lay aside individual, social,
economic, and cultural differences
and work for the benefit of all.”
BRIDGES’ Bridge Builders program is in every public, private, and
parochial high school in Memphis
and Shelby County, and MUS is
proud to have graduates in each of
its classes. There are currently 700
Bridge Builders enrolled in the program, including the following MUS
students:
CLASS OF 2002
Omar Akbik
Stephen Cruzen
Dink Dinkelspiel
Jeremy Dowdy
Sean Foley
William Goforth
Cody Jameson
Andy Juang
Keith Lam
Calvin Scott
Trevor Weichmann

CLASS OF 2003
Philip Blackett
Paul Bunch
Dara Chan
Matt Cohen
Alex DeBardeleben
Andy Garrett
Will Garrison
Marshall Goldsmith
Faris Haykal
Joel Iglehart
Shahzad Khan
Buck Lawson
Philip Lewis
Clark Mayfield
JK Minervini
Michael Morisy
Mauricio Rapalo
Bernard Sherrod
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Faculty Profile

B O B B Y

ALSTON

A TRUE LEADER

ON AND OFF THE FIELD
Bobby Alston is one of those people
that you can’t help but be at ease around.
If it weren’t for an office full of trophies
and plaques, one might think that he’s an
average guy. But Alston’s reserved calm is
a mask covering a multitude of accomplishments. On the MUS coaching staff
since 1977, Alston has coached the varsity
football team to 181 wins, two state runner-up finishes, and one state championship. He is only the school’s third head
football coach, acquiring the position
from former Head Coach Jake Rudolph in
1998. He is also the MUS athletic director
and head coach of the track team and has also coached
basketball and baseball.
Alston didn’t always know that he’d be in his current
profession. A graduate of the University of Memphis, he
originally studied to be a lawyer but decided that the
educational path was the more rewarding route for him.
Although he dabbled in college basketball, he knew that
playing sports was not for him. Instead, he took to teaching them. Alston not only loves coaching sports, but he
loves coaching them at MUS.
School pride is definitely an aspect of Bobby Alston’s
job. He says, “I feel like I’ve been really fortunate to have a
job where I enjoy going to work everyday and like working
for the people that I work for. I don’t know very many
people who go through life and are able to say that.”
When talking to him about his job, you could not meet a
man more humble and thankful to be where he is in life.
In fact, Alston wouldn’t exactly call what he does work;
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rather, he says, “I regard it as an honor,
not as a job.”
Sports are not the only facet of MUS
that fills Alston with love for what he
does. Alston respects MUS for its ultimate
goal, which he describes as “young men
working hard for success.” A sparkle
catches Alston’s eye when he says, “One
of the things I enjoy about coaching here
is that I really agree with the goal this
school sets for these guys: to be competitive and do their best in all activities.
MUS promotes as much as possible the
boys being well rounded, not just athletes
or students; we produce boys that have a nice balance
about them. And we do all that with a strong foundation
based on the school’s Christian tradition.”
Alston’s care for the students was apparent, as he was
the brainpower behind the recent BRIDGES Kick Off Classic.
The MUS/Whitehaven and CBHS/Melrose double-header at
the Liberty Bowl was more than just another football game.
Alston’s belief in the students and in the school’s goals
sparked an idea. Since private and public schools do not
play in games against each other, let alone interact with
each other, Alston felt that the BRIDGES Kick Off Classic
was a great way to get kids from different economic backgrounds together. The idea was to bring to light certain
issues that he felt some MUS students have never had to
deal with before: such matters as racial and socioeconomic
differences. He felt that by bringing together students from
the public and private-school sectors, the kids could really
benefit by branching out and meeting other kinds of people

than the ones they’re around every day. The event would
also benefit BRIDGES, a non-profit organization designed
to provide youth leadership skills.
Despite the success of the idea, Alston remains ever
modest when he says, “We wanted it to be more than just
a football game and to have a charity benefit from it. But
those three guys [Kevin Kane, Tripp Folk, and Lee
Giovanetti] are the ones who made it happen. They took
the thing and ran with it.” The event was a success because, Alston said, “the kids responded well.” The response that he was talking about came as a result of the
getting-to-know-you games. He described the games as
“the kind of stuff where you make a fool out of yourself.”
For example, at a BRIDGES-sponsored breakfast for 400
players and coaches the day before the game, Alston
explained how each boy and coach had to stand up, say
his name, and perform a couple of moves from his favorite
dance. Alston said, “I think it was very successful. We
raised over $11,000 for BRIDGES, but I also think the
success of it was the way kids responded to the BRIDGES

activities.” The care and concern that Alston has for each
student is another reflection of the pride he has in MUS.
His family, however, is the mainstay in Alston’s life.
He is the happy father of two teenagers (Meredith, who
attends Hutchison, and Drew, who is a seventh-grader
here at MUS) and husband to wife, Sally. “Sports dominate our lives sometimes,” Alston laughs. Meredith is a
pole-vaulter, and Drew plays a variety of sports at MUS,
which Alston says is “a plus.” Sally is Alston’s stronghold,
and he says, “I’m blessed that my wife allows me to do
this. Without her support in this I wouldn’t be doing it.”
As for Alston’s football team this season, he says,
“While we came one game short of reaching our goal,
this was a really fun group to coach. They had a great
work ethic and really cared about the team and each
other.” The MUS Owls finished the season 8-4, one game
short of reaching the state finals. When asked about pro
sports’ entrance into the Memphis market, however, he
has just one thing to say: “I only have one favorite team
and that’s MUS.”

Anne Percer Gives a Hoot for the Owls

She’s the MUS Owls’ biggest
fan; and at this fall’s football game
against MBA, Anne Percer got her
much-deserved moment to soar.
Emerging onto the MUS football
field, clad in one of the red MUS
windbreakers that are worn only by
coaches and special supporters, invited by and striding with Head Football Coach Bobby Alston, Anne led
the entire team out through the fan
tunnel onto their victory ground.
She looked like a trueborn leader
with a smile of confidence spread
across her face.

In fact, Anne is at home in front
of big sports crowds. Anne has
Down Syndrome and has been
competitive in the Special Olympics since she was eight years old.
She’s competed in just about every
sport, but her favorites now are
bowling and swimming; and she
recently began power lifting. Anne
also recently won two gold medals
in the state bowling championships.
Besides pursuing her own athletic
endeavors, she is ever present at
MUS, sitting at the fifty yard line
watching intently as her favorite
football team battles the opponent.
Anne’s love for the team started
when her brother David ’80 made
the varsity MUS football team in
1977. From that moment on, the
Percers gave their hearts to the
Owls. Anne’s mother, Dana Percer,
says, “When he [David] graduated,
we just kept on going.” Anne’s
other brother, John ’89, continued
the Percer family football legacy at
MUS. Anne’s father, William Percer,

was a farmer in Arlington, Tennessee, and the team was special to
him, too. There is one incident
that Coach Alston will never forget. It was one of those hot Memphis summers when the boys were
required to attend pre-season practices twice daily. One day, much
to their eager relief, Mr. Percer’s
pickup truck came rolling onto the
practice field loaded with fresh
watermelons for the exhausted
Owls to enjoy.
Anne’s father died this past
summer, but Anne was right there
on the football field before the
start of the MUS vs. MBA game to
lead the Owls to battle in honor of
her father’s enduring support for
the MUS team. But before Anne
even stepped onto the field, Alston
introduced her to her favorite team
members individually. Alston
wanted his players to know just
how much their game affected
one proud supporter and to shake
hands with their biggest fan.
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Israeli Homecoming 2001:

The World
Maccabiah Games
by Paul Murray ’97

In September of 2001, terrorists reacting against
American ideals redefined “inhumanity” on a global scale
and awakened in all of us feelings of urgency, compassion,
and frustration, which grow into the present day. What is
happening in the world today is only a broadening of the
same conflicts which have kept the Middle East in tentative
balance for years, and it is becoming apparent on a global
scale that the time has come to choose where loyalties lie.
The future is still being written. But not so far back in the
past, several Memphis athletes had the chance to travel to
Israel in the midst of conflict to compete in the summer’s
16th World Maccabiah Games, an event long symbolic of
international coordination and brotherhood and hope.
The term “Maccabiah Games” refers to a number of
local, regional, and countrywide competitions that occur in
about 50 countries worldwide. The games have been a
global standard since 1932 when they were founded on
behalf of Jews who were not allowed to compete in the
Olympics. Since then, with few exceptions, Israel has
hosted the World Maccabiah Games every four years, in
the Olympic tradition. Athletes from around the globe for
as many sports as can be named are invited to share in the
love of competition and the diversity of the Jewish people.
This past year, seven
Memphis athletes had
the honor to travel to
the Holy Land to
represent America.
Among them were
MUS junior Ryan
Baum, who returned
home with a gold
medal for junior boys
basketball; MUS
sophomore Paul
Moinester, who
returned home with
the MVP Award for
Ryan Baum (seated),
his boys soccer team;
Margot and Paul Moinester
and his sister Margot,
a freshman at Lausanne Collegiate School, who brought
home a gold in junior girls soccer. L.R. Jalenak, father of
Charles Jalenak ’83, competed as well in seniors tennis.
And though the road home was paved with gold for this
MUS constituency, the road there was almost not paved at
all. Rising tension in the Middle East would eventually
threaten the proceeding of the Maccabiah Games. But at
tryouts, rising tension in the Middle East was the last thing
on these athletes’ minds.
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Both Baum and Moinister are previous Maccabiah
athletes. Baum competed in two junior Maccabi* competitions in Charlotte and Houston when he was 13 and 14
years old. Moinister had been in a regional Maccabi in
Boca Raton. At about the same time a coach in Philadelphia was contacting Baum to ask if he’d be interested in a
World Maccabiah, Moinister was being recruited by contacts in Boca Raton to come to tryouts there. So in September of last year, Moinister went to Boca Raton, and
Baum went to Chicago for several days of rigorous tryouts
with some of the top young Jewish athletes from around
the country. A month later, they received letters informing
them that they had been selected from among their peers
to go to Israel the next summer. As congratulations and
wishes for success flowed in from the community, three
athletes began work on their Yachad (the Hebrew term for
“together”), a monetary commitment shared by all athletes, coaches, and staff in support of the World Maccabiah
competitions. Each participant has options ranging from
community donations, organizing a fund, seeking scholarship aid, or even selling raffle tickets in order to raise
$5,000, the estimated cost of bringing a participant from
anywhere in the world to Israel. But even as the excited
athletes began their preparations, events were transpiring
to threaten the sanctity of the World Maccabiah Games’
four-year cycle for the first time since 1957.
In October, under the shadow of terrorist attacks on
the USS Cole in the Yemeni port of Aden, an anxious
group of American athletes received notice that the

Maccabiah Games were most likely to be suspended for at
least a year pending some resolution of the heated political situation in and around Israel. The ensuing debate
was explosive, as phone lines and chat rooms lit up with
concerned participants’ manifold viewpoints. Suzanne
Baum, Ryan’s mother, remembers that “some people
were so opposed to the idea of going to Israel. They
couldn’t believe the U.S. delegation was being so negligent about taking all these youths into the conflict. On
the other hand, people would write in saying ‘how can we
not go, especially now, when Israel needs our support the
most?’” Sometimes the dividing line in these debates was
drawn right down the middle of the family. David
Moinester was always in support of his children, Paul and
Margot, going to compete in Israel, but says,” I have two
brothers. The one in New York e-mailed me and told me
I was crazy to put my family in such jeopardy. My other
brother in California thought that it was great.”
So it went for several months. CNN kept up-to-date
footage of Middle Eastern riots and demonstrations on
television. Maccabiah committees were busy meeting and
re-meeting to plan, speculate, and decide. The status of
the games was in constant debate, and opinions continued
to surge at home. In April, with the Maccabiah Games
tentatively scheduled to proceed, the U.S. State Department released a statement warning against, not banning,
travel to Israel due to threat of terrorist incidents. For
some, it final-ized the decision to remain home. For
others, it strengthened their resolve. Ryan Baum remembers, “Yes, I was nervous. But as I got closer to the
games, it began to sink in that if I was ever going to go to
Israel, then now was the time to go and show that I supported Israel 100 percent.”

Scott, Ryan’s father, follows with, “We were, of course,
concerned with the violence over there; but we had made
an initial and standing decision that if the team was going
to go, we were going to go. That’s just the way it was.” On
the other side of the coin, Paul Moinester says, “I was
never really scared. I had been to other Maccabiah events
and seen the amount of security there. Plus, we have family
there who told us not to worry.” Whatever peoples’ opinions were, the prevailing compromise was that each
athlete’s decision was his or her own — there was no right
or wrong answer to what was happening.
In the beginning of June, a month from departure, the
U.S. delegation received word that the Maccabiah Games
were definitely a reality, and all were asked to confirm their
decision to go or stay. After the previous five months of
debate and confusion, many chose to remain here. Of the
original 700 delegates chosen at national tryouts, there
were 360 left who still wanted to compete in Israel. Of the
18 boys who made the final boys soccer team, only
Moinister and eight others were left. The head coach of
that team also was going to be unable to attend. Of the 12
on Baum’s basketball squad, seven were left. As for Margot,
her junior girls soccer team was actually the only team in
the American delegation to go complete with the original
roster. Some of the events in the games ended up cancelled
due to lack of athletes to compete. As for the rest, each
team gathered in a U.S. location a week before they were
to depart to meet each other and practice, scrambling to fill
their ranks with alternates and recruits—in the soccer
team’s case, one player was added to the roster the day
before departure. They all gathered at JFK Airport in New
York on July 7. From there, a deep breath, a long flight,
and….

MUS TO HOST MACCABI IN 2002
The Maccabi* Amateur Sports
and Youth Games have been successful in Israel, Europe, and South
America since the first official
Maccabi Games were held in Israel in
1932. An Olympic-style sporting
competition held each summer, it is
the largest organized sports program
for Jewish teenagers in the world.
However, it would not be until exactly 50 years later that the very first
Maccabi Games would come to
North America. And the very first
home of the North American Games
was none other than Memphis. Organized by the Memphis Jewish
Community Center (MJCC), the first
competition in Memphis attracted
350 athletes from international as
well as national regions of the world.

Now, another 20 years later, the
games are returning home to Memphis. To kick off the 2002 competition, opening ceremonies will be held
at the Pyramid on August 4, and
MUS will see some of the games
right here at home.
The North American games
have grown dramatically from the
small pilot project they were in 1982,
and a multiple-site games format was
adopted in 1997 in order to facilitate
the enormous attendance expansion.
An expected total of over 6,000
athletes, 1,100 coaches, 4,000 local
volunteers, 2,000 host families, 3,000
visiting families, and approximately
35,000 spectators will make up the
Maccabi 2002. In order to facilitate
the massive attendance increase,

Baltimore, Montreal, and Omaha will
accompany Memphis in hosting next
year’s competition.
MUS will play a significant role
in the games, offering its state-of-theart facilities to host athletes competing August 4-9. The facilities that
will be made available for use include
the dining hall, baseball field, the
soccer and the lacrosse fields which
will be available for soccer games,
three basketball courts, boys’ and
girls’ locker rooms, the track and
bleachers, meeting rooms, inside and
outside restrooms, as well as twelve
tennis courts. MUS is proud to be a
major sponsor of the 2002 Maccabi
Games.
*The international games use the
spelling Maccabiah while the national
games use the spelling Maccabi.
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two-mile radius surrounding the stadium and made sure no
cars were parked inside that zone. Athletes and parents
were to take buses from their respective hotels down
closed-off streets lined with armed guards. Upon arrival at
Teddy Stadium, there were more lines, I.D. checkpoints,
and searches of bags — for the athletes as well as the
20,000 Israelis and guests in attendance. Suzanne Baum
was worried that “the crowd would be small, with all of the
tension surrounding the games. Tickets to the opening
ceremonies were $190 per person. With that and all of the
security you had to deal with, I didn’t think there would be
many people at all. But when I saw the stadium full of
people who had come to support the Maccabiah Games, it
Gold medalist Ryan Baum
pictured with his parents,
was a truly inspiring and moving sight.”
Suzanne and Scott, and
For the athletes, the experience was no less touching.
above with his teammates
Moinister
recounts: “We got up that morning and put on
(third from left)
warm-ups that said USA. We rode on the bus and got there
before anyone else, then we waited for the stadium to fill
up. Then we waited for the loudspeaker to announce the
Finally, in Tel
American delegation. [Walking out into the arena] was a
Aviv, on the verge of
weird sensation. I had seen opening ceremonies on televithe anticipated and
sion, but this was for me. Not me specifically, but for me,
debated 16th
my friends, and all the people I was there with. The feeling
Maccabiah World Games, athletes spent a week not playI had was that through all my training, I had reached this
ing any sports at all. Rather, they took day trips from their
level and was at this massive ceremony. It was incredible.”
hotel to various religious and historical sites around Israel.
A similarly affected Ryan Baum reminisced, “I was totally
Visits included the Wailing Wall, the Dead Sea, various
awestruck. To have so many people there watching you and
beaches on the eastern shore, and the water tunnels King
cheering you on was amazing.” As an added bonus, swimDavid used to sneak into and capture Jerusalem. Perhaps
mer Lenny Krayzelburg, four-time Olympic gold-medal
the most moving visit was to the Holocaust Museum. Also
winner, had given up a spot at the World Games to be with
during this week, participants in the games held a Bar
his fellow Jews in Israel, and he carried the American flag
Mitzvah service for those who had not already had one, so
leading the delegation.
that many members of the Maccabiah delegations experiAfter opening ceremonies were over, the athletes
enced the rites of passage into the responsibilities of Jewish
focused on a week of competition. For safety reasons,
adulthood right there in the Holy Land. But as the first
events in the games were spread all over Israel. Teams
week drew to a close, the athletes prepared themselves for
averaged six or seven games for the week at one per day.
competition.
Most of the rest of their time was spent relaxing at the
Whether the participants’ attentions were turned
hotel and getting to know various members of their delegatoward the history surrounding them or the pending
tion and others. As for the games, Suzanne Baum described
games, members of Israel’s law enforcement organizations
the basketball games as a “one-hour diversion in the day.”
had all of their attention on the participants. From the
As mentioned, Ryan Baum and his team members brought
moment of arrival in Israel, security for all involved was a
home the gold, but what shiny gold it was! They won every
top priority. The athletes were almost immediately isolated
game by at least 30 points. Great Britain was dispatched
and kept together, apart from parents and spectators.
with an 87-point spread. Says Ryan, “We were like the
There were frequent searches of bags and persons. There
Dream Team. If we had gone to the games with our origiwere armed guards on every
nal roster, it would have been
bus. Safety precautions were
ridiculous.”
given, warning parents and
This was the first year that
Coach Jerry Peters on Ryan Baum
visitors against large crowds and
girls soccer was offered as an
shopping centers. But to protect
“No player at MUS has ever had more
event, but Margot Moinester
the largest crowd in Jerusalem
and her team put up amazing
basketball ability than Ryan Baum.
on opening day ceremonies on
effort, equaling the basketball
He is one of only a handful to ever play
July 16, further security precauteams’ no-loss record and
on the varsity as a freshman. He was
tions were needed. The arena
coming home with the gold.
that was to hold the ceremonies
selected to the All-Metro team for his
Her brother Paul’s soccer team
was sealed and guarded. To
played with no less heart, but
play during his sophomore season.
prevent the possibility of car
from the beginning they were
With the skills to score from any position
bombs, police closed roads in a
undermanned at the games.
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on the court, Ryan has the potential to
be a truly outstanding all-round player.”

Coach Vincent Beck on Paul Moinister
“Paul was a starter on the varsity team
last year as a freshman because of his
great work ethic and attitude. Combine
that with his superior soccer skills and
knowledge of the game and you have
potentially one of the best players to ever
come out of MUS. When Paul’s career is
over at MUS, I would not be surprised to
see him attend a quality Division I college
soccer program on either an athletic or
academic scholarship. It’s student-players
like Paul that make coaching and teaching
so enjoyable and gratifying.”

With fewer men to sub, the
team had to play “Iron Man”
soccer: Moinister played every
minute of every game, including the qualifying round
against Argentina, which they
lost only 1-0. To put that in
perspective, Argentina continued into the finals, defeating
Canada and losing to Israel in
the final match.
During the week of competition, the athletes were kept
under strict guard at the K’far
Maccabiah, their hotel and
“Olympic” village. For the
parents, however, who were
staying in hotels in the city, the
whole experience was much more immersive. Walking the
streets of Jerusalem, it was easy for the Baum’s to notice the
changes that recent political uprisings have wrought on
Israel’s tourist trade. Scott Baum recollects that when they
had been there a year before on a family trip, “The streets
were crowded, the hotels were all booked. Tourism is
Israel’s number-one industry, and it dropped from something like 4 to 5 million visitors last year to a projected 1
million this year. Those are rough numbers, but suffice it to
say that the Israelis we saw were very happy to have us
there.” Suzanne Baum added, “We couldn’t even walk
down the street without someone stopping to say how thankful they were that we had decided to come.” David
Moinester recalls an instance
when he and his wife, Susan,

Paul Moinester (16)
pictured in action on the
soccer field and below with
his teammates (back row,
second from right).

had stopped for coffee and a
gas-station attendant came
over to offer his appreciation.
Reaching into his pocket, he
produced some change and
bought them coffee from the
vending machine. There were
these and countless other
instances of gratitude given
because says David, “the
Israeli people are a very hard
people. They don’t believe in
bowing to terrorism or any
kind of pressure, and they
believe very much in the
Maccabiah Games and what
having them in Israel at that
time represented.”
Everybody there surely realized that they were a
crucial part of history and Israel’s international identity,
but all good things must eventually end. After the last
minute of the last game had been played, a tired, tried, and
wiser international delegation gathered together for one
last time at closing ceremonies. Since their medals had all
been distributed at their respective final games, the teams
of the various delegations did not march again. Israeli
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon addressed the crowd, and
there was also general entertainment including dancing
and fireworks. And after the last firework fizzled to the
ground and the last spectator shuffled from the arena, the
16th Maccabiah World Games were over. The athletes,
now reunited with their parents, went their separate ways
to all regions of the earth. The Baums came home. The
Moinesters stayed for a few more days in Israel. Everybody
reflected.
“I’ve felt more afraid in parts of Atlanta than I did the
entire time in Israel,” Paul Moinester declares. In a similar
breath, Ryan Baum notes that “we never saw any violence
the entire time we were there.” For that, I suppose we
must all count our blessings. And for the Baums and the
Moinesters, as well as for every other athlete who traveled
to Israel this past summer, one more blessing must be
counted — that they were graced to be able to be in the
Holy Land during this time of worldwide conflict and
uncertainty to give support to the people of their faith.
David Moinester, in summing up, states, “We went there
to show the people of Israel that America supported them,
and not just by sending a check every now and then, but by
actually being there.” The final words are Paul’s: “It was
too much fun. The competition was only one aspect of the
whole experience. Looking back, I’d have to say that going
to Israel this past summer was the best decision I’ve ever
made.”
Paul Murray ’97 received a B.A. in music from Rhodes
College in 2001. He worked in the MUS Development Office
after graduation and will be pursuing graduate study for vocal
performance next fall.
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The Door to Higher Learning

MUS Ranks 21st
in Nation on ACT
MEMPHIS UNIVERSITY SCHOOL
WAS RECENTLY RANKED AMONG THE
TOP SCHOOLS IN THE NATION BASED

ACT

ON AVERAGE

COMPOSITE

SCORES. INCLUDED IN THE RANKING
WERE

8,976

HIGH SCHOOLS, ALL

30 GRADUATES WHO
ACT IN 2001. MUS
RANKED TWENTY-FIRST WITH AN AVERAGE COMPOSITE SCORE OF 27.4

WITH AT LEAST
TOOK THE

AND WAS ONE OF ONLY TWO

TENNESSEE TO RANK IN
25. ST. MARY’S EPISCO-

SCHOOLS IN
THE TOP

PAL SCHOOL RANKED EIGHTH WITH A
SCORE OF

T HE

28.
NATIONAL COMPOSITE

SCORE AVERAGE FOR GRADUATING

2001 WAS 21 OUT OF
A POSSIBLE 36, WITH OVER ONE
MILLION STUDENTS TAKING THE EXAM.
THE ACT ASSESSMENT IS DESIGNED
TO ASSESS HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS’
GENERAL EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND THEIR ABILITY TO COMPLETE COLLEGE-LEVEL WORK.
SENIORS IN
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A LONG, HARD
JOURNEY TO
SUCCESS
by Jerry Peters, Head Basketball Coach

He was a fair player. Scored 47 points and had 32 rebounds for the
Rockers in the Rookie League. Was a little above average in size—113
pounds, 5’6”. That was my first memory of David Schaaf ’97, back in the
MUS Basketball Camp in the summer of 1991, prior to his seventh-grade
year.
David continued to come to camp each of the next three summers. He
always tried hard and showed improvement. As a sophomore he earned a
spot on MUS’s junior varsity team. He divided time between the JV and the
varsity his junior season and played sparingly on the varsity his final year. In
terms of points and rebounds, David’s high school basketball career was
anything but illustrious.
Yet the story of David Schaaf is one of the greatest success stories I have
witnessed in all of my years with Memphis University School.
While at MUS, David did distinguish himself in one very conspicuous
way. He grew. And he grew. And he grew, and he continued to grow even
after he graduated in 1997. In one twelve-month period during his junior and
senior years, David grew five inches, from 6’2” to 6’7”. He was 6’9” when he
graduated from college last spring.
His last year at MUS, David was the only senior on a team primarily
made up of several very talented juniors. In their junior and senior years,
they won 54 games, the most wins ever in back-to-back seasons.
So why even keep a senior, who
would not play a major role, on a team
of underclassmen? I kept David for
three reasons. First, he really wanted to
be on the team. Basketball was important to him. Next, with no one else on
the team over 6’4”, David provided a
“big man” for the regulars to work
against in practice. And finally, just
maybe, here was a “late bloomer” who
might be able to play in college someday once he finished growing and
became stronger and more coordinated.
David certainly experienced
growing pains in high school. Sometimes his knees hurt so badly it was
almost unbearable. But toward the end
of his senior season, he did show signs
of promise for the future. In a game

against a non-threatening opponent, I
chose to rest the starters. In that game
David got his only start and responded
with 19 points and 16 rebounds. For his
effort, he was named “Super Buzzard” as
the game’s most outstanding player for
MUS. David averaged only 3.5 points and
2.9 rebounds per game that season; but
despite his limited playing time, he still
led the team in blocked shots.
David did get his chance to play in
college. And play he did! Being a strong
student, he enrolled at Emory University
in Atlanta. But success didn’t come easily
or overnight. David didn’t score a point
and got only four rebounds for the varsity

his freshman year. Most of his time was
spent on the junior varsity team. But his
continued hard work began to pay off as
he was named Most Improved Player, an
honor he would claim four straight years.
When reflecting on David’s college
career, Emory Head Coach Brett Zuver
said, “He got frustrated a lot. Honestly, I
didn’t think he was going to stick
around.” But he did. Zuver continued,
“He’s just gotten better every year, almost

every day since then. He’s worked harder
than anybody I’ve ever coached to make
himself better.”
In his sophomore season, David
earned considerable playing time on the
varsity, averaging 3.4 points and 3.6
rebounds. But it was in his junior year that

the “late bloomer” blossomed, scoring
10.8 points per game and leading the
team in rebounds with an average of 6.8
a game. And David was named Honorable Mention All-Conference.
Not even Coach Zuver could have
predicted the kind of season David would
have his senior year. His final campaign
included 13 “double-double” games (at
least 10 points and 10 rebounds) and
even one “triple-double,” the first ever in
the University Athletic Association. In a
79-73 victory over Brandeis, David
accomplished this feat by scoring 15
points, getting 17 rebounds, and blocking
11 shots.
However, David would save his
greatest game for his finale. The Emory
captain scored a career-high 30 points,
which included 2 of 2 three-point field
goals and 4 of 4 free throws. Playing all
40 minutes of the 97-70 win over
Carnegie-Mellon, David also had 11

rebounds, 6 blocked shots, 3 assists, and 3
steals.
Final season statistics reveal just how
outstanding his senior year really was.
David averaged a “double-double”—17.7
points and 10.8 rebounds per game—and
established a school record with 90
blocked shots. He ranked first in rebounding, blocks, and free-throw percentage at
.839 in the UAA, a conference composed
of many of the most prestigious academic
universities across the country. Among
the almost 400 schools in Division III of
the NCAA, he finished 3rd in blocked
shots and 8th in rebounds.
David earned First Team All-Conference honors and was named Emory’s
Most Valuable Player, Best Defensive
Player, as well as Most Improved Player.
Leading his team to its first winning
season in four years and its highest
conference finish in ten years (3rd place),
David was described by a teammate as
“the heart of the team.”
“He’ll be a guy that 20 years from
now, when I’ve got a team, I’ll refer to
him as: If you want to make yourself into
a player, let me tell you about this guy
who played for me back in the olden
days, named David Schaaf,” said Coach
Zuver.
Throughout my coaching career at
MUS, I’ve always tried to convey to my
players certain expectations:
1. Have a positive attitude.
2. Do things right both on and
off the court.
3. Work hard and regularly.
4. Put the team before yourself.
5. Don’t ever quit.
Never have I seen a player meet
these expectations better than David, and
he did so not just for three, but for seven
straight years!
Patience, Perseverance, Persistence =
Success. That’s David Schaaf.
Author’s Note: After considering
several offers to play professional basketball in Europe, David decided not to
delay a career in business. He is currently employed as a software developer
with Norfolk Southern Railroad in Atlanta.
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The Door to Career Opportunity

Jim Rikhoff, Sellers Shy,
Steve Milton on location
in the CBS truck

On the Front Line
of Sport’s History
by Paul Murray ’97

In 1997, as a startled world watched Tiger Woods dominate the Masters tournament with a twelve-stroke margin of victory, Sellers Shy ’90 was there. He wasn’t
a spectator. He wasn’t an announcer. In fact, nobody actually saw him at all.
In 2001, as Tiger once again clinched a
Masters victory, Sellers Shy’s presence was
felt, if not seen. If you were one of the sports
fans who tuned in to these two most-watched
golf events in history, then you saw his work
along with millions nationwide. As a broadcast
associate, his job was to work out of a television truck near the action, coordinating statistics and live graphics to bring the viewer the
most informative and interesting show possible. As a member of the CBS Sports team,
he has been on location for 5 Masters championships and 5 PGA championships, 4 of Tiger
Woods’ 6 major championship victories, 36
college football games, 3 college bowl games,
and 15 NFL games including the AFC playoff
championships. He has worked on over 100
regular PGA tour events and has covered 4
basketball seasons, including 2 Final Fours in
San Antonio and this past year’s in Minneapolis where Duke narrowly defeated Arizona. He
worked at the 1994 Olympics in Lillehammer,
Norway, during the Nancy Kerrigan/Tonya
Harding incident (the most-watched Olympic
event in history), and he helped produce one
of Dale Earnhardt’s last victories, at the
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Daytona 500 in 1998. At 29 years old,
Sellers Shy is building on a career he loves.
Long ago, in 1990, when Ellis
Haguewood was a teacher of English, Sellers
Shy was a typical MUS senior. According to
now-Headmaster Haguewood, “He’s one of
the nicest boys I’ve ever known at MUS: a
great competitor in golf, tennis, and basketball, his opponents liked him even when he
beat them, which was most of the time. He
reminded me of Finny in A Separate Peace.”
Lin Askew, golf coach at that time, remembers, “Sellers was a joy to coach and teach;
his ready smile and infectious laugh made
him fun to be around. But that Huck Finn
innocent look concealed the heart of a fierce
competitor. I have seen Sellers locked in some
tight duels on the golf course and never crack.
He was all business and, while aware of the
pressure, he remained unruffled. He could
laugh one minute and kill his opponent by
sinking a pressure-packed putt the next.”
Shy played varsity basketball under Coach
Jerry Peters, was the recipient of the MVP
Golf Award his junior and senior years, and
was preparing to pursue a B.A. in journalism

at Ole Miss. To all accounts, a young man with a bright
future.
But Shy’s story of success actually started four years
before, in 1986, when he began to seek out his strengths
and interests. He had been an avid golfer all of his life.
When he was 15 years old, his father’s friend, Dwight
Drinkard ’66, helped him land a job spotting on the
eighteenth green at the FedEx St. Jude Classic, calling in
hitting orders and scores to the production staff of ESPN.
The next summer, Shy was hired by CBS as a runner. His
duties included stacking doughnuts, making coffee, recommending restaurants—he was the bottom man and did his
best to make the CBS staff as comfortable as possible.
“We’re a traveling bandwagon,” says Shy. “We spend
over 40 weeks out of the year on the road. You really get
to know who your ‘family’ is on the road and how much
each one cares about his work.” In 1992 and 1993, Shy
worked at the PGA Championships, all the time making
important career connections. The head of CBS Sports at
that time was Frank Chirkinian. For those unfamiliar with
televised-golf history, Frank Chirkinian invented the
concept of over/under par, the red and black numbers, the
blimp camera — most of the things golf viewers are familiar with today. At this time Shy also became acquainted
with Lance Barrow, a 20-year associate of Chirkinian’s and
Shy’s current boss.
As a senior journalism major at Ole
Miss, he was asked by CBS to go to the
Winter Olympics, for which he received credit toward his broadcasting
degree. He was working the ski jump,
the biggest event in Norway, and the
Kerrigan/Harding scandal. Lance
Barrow produced the ski jump, and Shy
won the Texan over one night by sending all the way back to Memphis for 12
cases of vacuum-packed ribs. He had
them sent in a bag labeled “CBS NEWS URGENT.” It
was about the only thing that would ease the steady onslaught of elk and McSalmon sandwiches. Along with
Tiger Woods’ victory in 1997 and Miami’s “wide right
three” victory over Florida State last year, Shy describes
his Olympic venture as “one of the top three experiences
he has ever had.”
Shy credits all of his success to his persistent work
ethic. He is constantly reminded of a quotation by Calvin
Coolidge that his father, DeWitt, told him at a young age:
Nothing in the world can take the place of Persistence…
Talent will not; nothing is more common than unsuccessful men
with talent…Genius will not; unrewarded genius is almost a
proverb…Education will not; the world is full of educated
derelicts…Persistency and Determination alone are omnipotent.
The slogan “press on” has solved and always will solve the
problems of the human race.
Elaborating, Shy remarks that “this quotation summarizes more than half the people I know — most are not
geniuses; yet if you remain persistent in your job, you will
find success.”

Prior to his college graduation in ’93, Shy worked a
stint at Channel 3 in Memphis, running cameras and
teleprompters and directing the local news in Oxford,
Mississippi. At the same time, he was traveling to places
like Tulsa, Atlanta, Louisville, and St. Louis at his own
expense to work various events with CBS to learn from his
respected peers. He also played amateur golf events during
this time. Finally, in 1997, he was hired at CBS as a broadcast associate, and his career was rolling.
In order to make things happen, the producer at a
sports event is responsible for telling the story behind the
action and impacting the audience. The director’s job is to
cover the event — the incredible shots, the audience reaction. Then there is a supporting cast of Shy and others who
make everything happen. Shy’s responsibilities included
remembering all the vital stats, shots, and plays in order to
produce a show. And how does he do this? “You just know.
You remember great shots with great reactions over time;
it’s a visual element that’s engraved in your head, and you
don’t forget it. It’s like a good song that you seem to always
remember. You can’t explain why you know every
word…you just do.”
Just this past year, Shy’s career passed another huge
landmark as he was promoted from broadcast associate to
associate director/feature producer. New responsibilities

Above: Shy interviews David
Duval, 2001 British Open
winner. Right: Jim Nantz, CBS
announcer, visits with Shy and
his son, Sellers Jr.

include creating “opening teases” (music videos at the top
of a telecast) for sports events, and he has produced over 40
so far for golf, basketball, and football events. While on
vacation in Destin, Florida, Sellers heard the new Blues
Traveler song “Back in the Day” and came up with an
opening tease based on that tune, featuring video clips of
Hale Irwin, Jack Nicklaus, Tom Watson, and others. He
has produced numerous features for the CBS Sports Late
Night Show with David Feherty and Gary McCord (which
follows David Letterman) and a David Duval feature for
the PGA Championship. He was coordinating producer for
a one-hour taped show called “The Story of the Masters”
which aired in the hour preceding televised coverage, as
well as “Golf Digest’s Ten Defining Moments.”
At this point in Shy’s life, almost every day is spoken
for. Mondays through Thursdays he lives three blocks from
work in Manhattan. He spends a lot of time in the video
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library, getting historical footage and interviews for the
event he will be covering. But for 43 of 52 weekends in
the year, he lives on the road. Annually, he covers 23
weeks of golf, 12 weeks of football, and 8 weeks of basketball. His travels may take him to Hawaii, Phoenix, or San
Diego to cover golf January through August. In March
he’s at the Final Four and March Madness. In April he
covers Augusta and the Masters, then ten or so smaller
tournaments in a row. During the summer he has about
three weeks off while NBC covers the U.S. Open and a
few other tournaments, then it’s back to work on the
PGA preview show, and then back into live golf, which
Shy admits is his true forte: “I love the spontaneity. The
adrenalin rush you get from the action on 100 monitors is
indescribable. We’re getting the shots and the sounds
that put the television viewer two feet from the sack, the
made putt, or the game-winning basket.” Often while he
is on the road, his wife, Stephanie, and one-year-old son,
Sellers Jr., come with him; but it is because of his family
commitment that he realizes he will eventually have to
settle down.
Shy’s goals are to move back to Memphis when his
son is school age. He wants Sellers to go to MUS in the
seventh grade. “New York is an incredible and cultural
experience,” explains Shy, “but ultimately I want to bring
our family to the South.” He hopes that he will be able to
do the same job out of Memphis, while eagerly awaiting
his next promotion, which will be to a director or producer of live events. Even though, Ellis Haguewood says,
“It’s difficult for me to believe that Sellers will always stay

Kirsch Knows How
Sellers Shy isn’t the only recent MUS
graduate making tracks toward success in
the business arena of professional sports.
Philip Kirsch ’98 is about to finish his
senior year at George Washington University with a double major in marketing and
sports management. From there, he
hopes to attend the University of Oregon,
which, in his estimation, offers “the top
program for an MBA in sports business in the
country.”
Picking Washington, D.C., for his college
career was no accident. Because of the abundance of sports teams in the Washington area,
Kirsch has already worked several sports management positions there and around the country.
While he has managed the George Washington
University Colonials basketball team for the four
years he has been at GW, he also has found time
to work with the Washington Wizards and the
Washington Redskins internship programs. Other
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behind the cameras. He has an incredibly engaging personality and a winsome smile that lights up any room.”
At 3:00 a.m. at the Final Four in Minneapolis, working
on an all-night edit and eating stale chips with a janitor who
cleans the court, Shy is quick to point out that his job is not
all glamour. “You’re always working your hardest when your
family and friends are attending the games or watching TV.
I haven’t seen the Grove at Ole Miss since I was a senior in
college. Plus you’re away from home a lot.” But there are
equally rewarding facets of his work—the rewarding feeling
knowing that 40 million people are watching your work,
being in the loop and having all the athletes know you by
your first name, and, most of all, doing something you
enjoy. “That’s the fulfillment of working on something
you love,” Shy says. “The more you enjoy it, the harder
you’ll work.”
So what does the future look like for Shy? CBS’s
contracts with the PGA tour, the NFL, the SEC, and the
NCAA determine when and what he will be covering.
And since the average life of a contract is four years, he
really can’t look farther down the road. But if CBS ever
lost its contracts, he would probably just follow them to
the more successful network and keep doing what he knows
best. In short, it is Sellers Shy’s love of his work that keeps
him afloat in such a stressful and transitory profession and
his persistence and determination which have pushed him to
excel. “In Greensboro, North Carolina, or Flint, Michigan,
or Akron, Ohio, you ask yourself how much longer you can
do this. But then you have Pebble Beach, Augusta National,
Hawaii, and you feel like you can go on forever.”

To... Just Do It
opportunities presented themselves in
the way of summer jobs at basketball
camps at the University of Colorado
and University of Memphis. Most notably, he spent this past summer in Phoenix, Arizona, working in Nike’s ProBasketball Division. Specifically, he
oversaw the Nike sponsorship deal for
the WNBA’s (Women’s National Basketball Association) Phoenix Mercury team. Throw
in this year’s job with SFX, a sports and entertainment marketing firm, and Kirsch has been
busy gaining a variety of experiences to go
along with his education.
But there is no doubt that Kirsch honed his
sports management skills acting as four-year
manager of the Owls basketball team under
Coach Jerry Peters. And what does life after
school hold? “I don’t know. Working for Nike
would be great. I guess we’ll just have to see
what happens.”

The
Story
Behind
Financial Aid

You may know that
Memphis University School
offers financial aid. You
may even know that all
MUS financial aid is needbased. And if you’ve seen
this year’s numbers, you
know that $546,250 will be
given out during the 200102 school year to 15 percent of the students, with
an average award of
$6,000. But even if you are
aware of these facts and figures, you
may not know the whole story behind
financial aid at MUS.
Unlike most schools that offer needbased scholarships, the money that students receive to cover their MUS tuition
and activities actually goes into the
school’s $16 million operating budget.
This means that each year the money
comes out of a separate endowment,
reserved only for these need-based scholarships, and goes toward the school’s
operating expenses for that year. Some
scholarships, such as the Hyde scholarships, are tracked through separate endowments (see “Hyde Legacy Provides
Scholarship Funding”).
Although many qualified students
apply to MUS each year, the dispersion
of financial aid money is restricted in
two ways: 1) it is given based strictly on
a student’s need, and 2) it is only given
to students who apply for it.
“We want to treat all people with
the same sense of fairness,” said Headmaster Ellis Haguewood. “We don’t
want to create the appearance of impropriety—that’s why we use the
Princeton Scholarship Service as a thirdparty reviewer.”
To be considered as a candidate for
financial aid, the applying student’s
family provides the reviewer with their
information. Then, the Princeton Scholarship Service evaluates the student’s
need and reports to Director of Financial Aid Skip Daniel what the family

could afford in tuition. If MUS can provide the student with money, the family
is notified of the amount of financial
aid available for the student. Since there
is only a finite amount of financial aid
available each year, one must apply for
aid on a yearly basis.
All financial aid is based on the
parents’ income from the previous year,
although a family may apply based on
the current year if faced with extenuating circumstances, such as unexpected
loss of employment.
Unfortunately, there are factors that
prohibit MUS from always granting the
amount reported by the third party.
Problems with the school’s image could
arise if it appears to others that any
private school uses financial aid as a
recruiting tool for athletes. Thus, according to TSSAA Division II rules, if a
student plays a sport at MUS, there are
restrictions to the amount of aid he can
receive.
Although some independent
schools have eliminated the practice of
offering tuition assistance to employees, MUS faculty and staff still receive
100 percent tuition for the first child in
attendance and 50 percent tuition thereafter. Currently, MUS also has a tuition
agreement with Presbyterian Day
School, whereby employees of either
school can receive assistance for their
children.
To further enrich the learning experience, a new policy was established

three years ago for students
on financial aid. Certain activities, such as sports and club
trips, are covered under financial aid. The percentage of
what the student receives in
financial aid is the percentage he will receive of the
activity’s cost. Each year the
administration compiles this
list of activities, which usually includes the “big ticket”
items for the year. Haguewood
notes, however, “We do want parents to
have financial investments in their sons.”
That is why financial aid at MUS does
not cover meals, books, and the like.
Every family pays something to send
their son to MUS.
As a rule, all MUS scholarships are
kept confidential to ensure the student’s
and the family’s privacy. “Financial aid
allows us to expose students to people
from all walks of life,” said Haguewood.
“Each student accepted to MUS has something special to contribute to school.”
“The great thing about the financial aid program at MUS is that it’s not
something that’s obvious,” said former
scholarship recipient and valedictorian
Donald Brady ’82. “I wasn’t branded as
the ‘special kid’ or the ‘poor kid.’ Financial aid was established as a private,
personal thing, and it has remained
that way. Everyone is treated equally
once they enter the doors of MUS. I don’t
even think that I realized at the time
how much help I was getting. I just
didn’t feel different from the rest of the
students. MUS wants everyone to feel
equally welcome, to be fully integrated
into the atmosphere of the school.”
MUS is grateful to contributors, past
and present, for all the contributions
that make financial aid a reality. But it’s
the stories from MUS graduates that get
to the heart of what financial aid means
to the individual student.
“There is no way I could have attended MUS if not for the scholarship
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money I received,” said Mark Hamer
’84. After MUS, Hamer received his undergraduate and law degrees from the
University of Virginia. “Without the
preparation I received at MUS, I would
not have had the opportunity to complete my graduate and undergraduate
studies. MUS prepared me for school
and for my career as an attorney.”
Hamer currently practices law at Gray,
Cary, Ware, and Freidenrich in San
Diego, California.
“I often consider how different my
life would be had I not had the privilege
of attending MUS,” said Hamer. “MUS
has high goals as an institution, and it
leads its students to set high goals for
themselves, for college, and beyond.
Financial aid from MUS exposed me to
teachers and fellow students of the highest caliber. One of the many special
things about MUS is the importance it
places on opening its doors to students
of all financial circumstances.”
Hopie Brooks ’80, a graduate of
the University of Missouri, is a mer-

chant for Hohenberg Brothers Company,
one of the world’s largest cotton merchants. When asked about his opinion of
the financial aid program, Brooks said,
“From my standpoint, financial aid
meant the difference between going to
MUS and going to some other school.
Because I attended MUS, I was able to
associate with the finest people in the
Memphis community. Going to MUS was
the best thing that ever happened to me.”
Brady added, “Financial aid completely opened doors for me that would
not have been opened otherwise. Without financial aid I wouldn’t have been
able to go to MUS. I was introduced to a
whole new world. I credit MUS with everything. It was more important to my education and career than my undergraduate work.” Brady currently serves as codirector of the Emory University Internal
Medicine Residency Program.
“At MUS, I was able take advantage
of everything there was to offer,” said
Brady, “like Latin, sports, and choir. I was
able to think about going to colleges that

I had never dreamed of attending. Going to MUS opened up a whole new
world of academic rigor, challenged me
in ways I had never been challenged
before, and prepared me for the challenges of my career.”
The need-based scholarships that
MUS offers have become a part of the
MUS tradition, the tradition of dedication to academic excellence and the
development of well-rounded young
men of strong moral character. And in
the end, it’s apparent that the story of
financial aid doesn’t end with the facts
and figures—that’s where the story begins.
Just ask Hopie Brooks. “The education I received at MUS was worth much
more than the money that was invested
in me,” said Brooks. “It paid off all
through college, because I felt confident and prepared every step of the
way. An MUS education is priceless,
and it’s obvious to me that the financial
aid I received then continues to pay off
in my life today.”

Hyde Legacy Provides Scholarship Funding
When Memphis University School reopened its doors in 1957, Joseph R. Hyde, Jr., served as
the chairman of the board and maintained his role as trustee for more than 20 years. A contributor to MUS throughout his life, Hyde ensured that his contributions to MUS would succeed
him by setting up a charitable lead trust (CLT) in his will. Hyde’s spirit of giving lives on in the
trust that is a major source of financial aid funds.
Through his will, Hyde set up the $2 million trust to create the MUS J. R. Hyde, Jr., Scholarship Fund, which provides
scholarships for needy, exceptional, and otherwise qualified students. The CLT paid 9 percent of its annual earnings to
MUS for ten years. After ten years, the remaining interest of the trust reverted back to Hyde’s heirs, and the school was
left with a permanent source of scholarship funds that continues to grow and benefit MUS and its students.
You, too, can ensure the future of Memphis University School, benefit generations of students yet to come, and link
your name permanently to MUS with a gift such as a CLT through an estate plan. A CLT is usually set up to “lead out” by
giving to MUS, and then the assets are returned to the heirs. This device is used to make a “gift of a lifetime” while
transferring wealth from generation to generation within the donor’s family on a very tax-favored basis.
The Crest & Cornerstone Society recognizes individuals who have ensured the future strength of the school by
including will provisions, charitable gift annuities, charitable remainder trusts, charitable lead trusts, and life insurance
policies in their estate planning. If you would like more information on
how a gift to MUS may also provide income for life for you or your
loved ones, result in a current income tax deduction, and reduce
estate and capital gains taxes, contact: Perry Dement
Director of Development
901-260-1350
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Endowed Scholarships
Richard L. Essex,
Sr. Scholarship

Joseph R. Hyde, Jr.
Honor Scholarship

Newton C. Perkins
Scholarship

This endowed scholarship
fund was established in
2000 in honor of Richard L.
Essex, Sr. ’67 on his fiftieth
birthday as a surprise from
his children, Rick Essex ’92
and Ashley Essex Thayer
and her husband Jack.
The fund will provide tuition assistance to a motivated young man who seeks
character development and
academic excellence but who
might otherwise not be able
to afford an MUS education.

Joseph R. Hyde, Jr., a Trustee
for more than twenty years,
established this scholarship fund
to identify, attract, and reward
students who have distinguished
themselves in academics and who
have developed strong qualities of
character. This most prestigious
of MUS scholarship programs
provides a maximum of twelve
students with full-tuition scholarships renewable until graduation.
The Board of Trustees appoints
annually a scholarship committee
to review applications and to make
awards. The committee considers
the academic record, character,
ability, and the financial need
of all applicants.

This scholarship was established in memory of Newton
Cannon Perkins ’19 by his
family, Mr. and Mrs. John L.
Salmon and Mrs. Madeleine
P. Jehl. The scholarship is to
be awarded on the basis of
financial need to that boy who
has above-average intellectual
ability and a strong desire to
attend Memphis University
School. The scholarship is to
be renewed each year provided
the student has a satisfactory
academic record and excellent
citizenship.

Edward E. Ford
Foundation
Scholarship
Established as a permanent
endowment fund by a grant in
1980 from the Edward E. Ford
Foundation of Washington,
DC, the earnings provide general scholarship assistance to
students who have demonstrated
financial need.

The Gary Family
Scholarship
Alumnus Sam C. Gary ’62 and
his wife, Dixie, established this
full-tuition scholarship in 1998.
It is awarded to a student, active
in community and extracurricular activities, who has demonstrated outstanding academic
ability, high moral values, leadership qualities, and who requires financial assistance to
attend the school. The recipient
is eligible for renewal of the
scholarship until graduation, as
long as he maintains a gradepoint average of “B” or higher.

MUS-J. R. Hyde, Jr.
Scholarship
A bequest of $2,000,000 from
Mr. Hyde’s estate established this
scholarship fund. Income from
the endowment provides scholarships for needy, exceptional, and
otherwise qualified students
attending MUS.

MUS General
Scholarship Fund
A part of the permanent endowment
fund, earnings provide general
scholarship assistance to students
who can demonstrate financial need
and meet entrance requirements.

Ruth E. and Albert H.
Olingy Scholarship Fund
Jeffrey F. Olingy ’67 created this
fund in honor of his parents, Ruth
E. and Albert H. Olingy. The
endowment provides income for
scholarships enabling deserving
students to attend MUS.

Reader’s Digest
Scholarship
This scholarship program was
established by a grant from the
Wallace Funds, a legacy of the
late DeWitt and Lila Acheson
Wallace, co-founders of
Reader’s Digest. The income
from the permanently endowed
scholarship fund provides
partial scholarship assistance
for talented students from
middle-income families who
have the ability and intention
to pay a portion of their child’s
tuition. The maximum award
does not exceed one-half of
the full tuition charge.

Stephen H. Rhea,
Jr. Scholarship
This scholarship was established in 1989 by Mr. and
Mrs. S. Herbert Rhea in
honor of their son, Stephen
H. Rhea, Jr. ’68. Income from
the endowed fund is used for
general scholarship assistance.
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our gifts in honor of special friends or in memory of loved ones directly enable young men at MUS
to receive the best education available. Memorials to Memphis University School support the Annual
Fund program. Families of those whose memories are honored will be notified by an appropriate card
with an acknowledgment to the donor. We gratefully acknowledge the following gifts to the school:*

M

E M O R I A L S

HELEN BIDDY
Susan and Butch Faber
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Taylor
ARTHUR BREWER
Jean and Andy Saunders
JAMES T. CARNEY ’96
Reem Alissa
Amber Antracoli
Sandra and Ronald Aucoin
Ana Batista
Andy Crippen ’95
Barbara Crippen
Mr. and Mrs. Gavin M. Gentry
Diana Moore
Jamie L. Pitre
Jennifer Richard
Adrianne Steichen
Mr. and Mrs. O. C. Strickland
JEAN BARBEE HALE
Dr. and Mrs. Jim Adamson
All-Guard Security, Inc.
Sally and Bobby Alston
Clifford H. Anderson
Charles L. Atwood
Teresa A. Baker
Mr. and Mrs. James H. Barre
Harry I. Bass
Dr. Laura and Barry T. Bishop
Wanda and Bill Blocker
A. Robert Boelte
Mr. and Mrs. Harold L. Bohannon
J. W. Brakebill
Bill Buffalo and Family
Mr. and Mrs. James P. Burr, Jr.
Jane Caldwell
Alice and Bob Campbell
Faye and Skip Daniel
Perry D. Dement
Mary Nell Easum
Keith Fortenberry
The Girls at Hardin & Wilson, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Troy W. Green
Peggy and Ellis Haguewood
Mr. and Mrs. James C. Hale
Polly and Howard Hardin
Hardin & Wilson, Incorporated
Dr. and Mrs. John E. Harkins
Harrahs Entertainment, Inc.
Denise and Nelson Hunt
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Hurst
Mr. and Mrs. L. Hall Jones, Jr.
Debbie Lazarov
Mrs. Ross M. Lynn
Connie McGonigal
Mr. and Mrs. W. P. Morrison
Craig H. Norville
Rhea & Ivy, P.L.C.
Betty and Frank Robinson
Susan and Kevin Roper
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*Includes gifts received September 1 – November 30, 2001

Carolyn and Bob Rose
Mr. and Mrs. Michael D. Rose
Bill Rosenberg
Kay and Jim Russell
Jean and Andy Saunders
Paula and Curt Schmitt
Diane and Steve Senteney
M. Hayes Smith, Jr.
Willie E. Stewart
Shirley and Lee Taylor
Mr. and Mrs. D. Eugene Thorn
Mr. and Mrs. James B. Walker, Sr.
J. P. Walt
Dena Ward
West Tennessee Chapter Former
Agents of FBI

SCOTT M. REMBERT ’70
Mrs. Samuel S. Rembert, Jr.
FRANK SLAUGHTER
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey L. Kay III ’75
Hank ’00, Terre, and Henry Sullivant ’70
ELI SPRINGS
Peggy and Ellis Haguewood
WILLIAM J. TOMFORD
Jere L. Crook ’63
MARGARET MUNN TREADWELL
E.J. and Wilson Baird ’99
Nancy Welsh Smith
Daniel F. Fisher, Jr. ’68

BILLY HARKINS
Dr. and Mrs. John E. Harkins
CYNTHIA HULBERT
Emily and Preston Duke
Diana Moore
MUS 2001-2002 Varsity Football Team

H

O N O R A R I U M S

LOU ADAMS ’70
Dr. and Mrs. Lorenzo H. Adams

CHARLES JOHNSTON
Peggy and Ellis Haguewood
Debbie Lazarov

WILLIAM C. HARRIS ’89
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Harris

BETTY CUMMINS KAISER
The Andy Hyde Family

SETH ’02 AND TURNER ’04 HOLM
Mr. and Mrs. Donald S. Holm III

NICK KOLEAS ’67
Dr. Minor C. Vernon ’67

JEFFREY S. KOEHN ’89
Dr. and Mrs. Leslie B. Shumake

VIRGINIA I. KOEPPEL
Richard Blount ’07

SARA KYLE
Karen and Bruce Ryan ’80

MARTHA McFADDEN MULLER
Nancy Welsh Smith

JAY JUSTIN McCLURE ’81
Mr. and Mrs. James McClure, Jr.

TEMPE ADAMS PEPPER
Sally and Bobby Alston
Mr. and Mrs. Kirk Bailey
Perry D. Dement
Susan and Butch Faber
Mr. and Mrs. Dick Fisher ’72
Lisa and Chip Grayson ’78
Peggy and Ellis Haguewood
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Loeb ’73
Mrs. Ross M. Lynn
Kay and Jim Russell
Joan Ryan
Nancy Welsh Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Wunderlich, Jr.

THE CAST AND CREW OF
SOMETHING’S AFOOT
Elsie Thompson

WILLIAM PHILLIPS PERCER
Christopher J. Davidson
Jerry Omundson
SAMUEL S. REMBERT, JR.
Mrs. Samuel S. Rembert, Jr.

KENT WUNDERLICH ’66
Mr. and Mrs. George E. Cates

ANNUAL REPORT CORRECTION
We regret that the children of Rick
Moore ’63, Past President of the
Lynn Society, and his wife, Carey,
were listed incorrectly on page 11
of the 2000-2001 Annual Report.
The listing as it should have read is:
Catherine, Emily, Grace, Richard
III ’98, and Maddi. We apologize
for the error.

Jean Hale is Remembered for Her
Outstanding Service and Dedication
For 24 years Jean Hale served as
much more than an assistant to the
headmaster at Memphis University School—she served as
a model of excellence, with
loyalty, dedication, and unyielding service.
“She was hardworking
and efficient, no matter what
the task,” said Headmaster
Ellis Haguewood. “Jean was
always encouraging and helpful. I relied on her as a knowledgeable, wise,
and discreet counselor.” Hale never
wanted to be the focus of attention but
was an inspiration to co-workers, who
often turned to her for words of wisdom and advice. “Jean was a kind,
thoughtful, and intelligent woman,” said
friend and co-worker Joan Ryan. “She
embodied all admirable qualities and

was probably one of the best employees
that MUS has ever had.”
When Hale retired
from MUS in 1998, her
husband, Ben Hale, established an endowment for
the Jean Barbee Hale
Award for Outstanding
Service to honor her serving spirit. The award is
given each year to a recipient who demonstrates great loyalty,
responsibility, dedication, and commitment to excellence in service to MUS.
After she retired, Hale continued
her service to others through volunteer
work at the Memphis Jewish Home,
the McWherter Senior Citizens Center Meals-on-Wheels program, and at
her church, Colonial Park United Methodist Church.

Hale was diagnosed with incurable
cancer two months before her death.
She passed away at her home on November 14. She leaves her husband,
Ben; three sons, Steve Hale, Scott Hale
’78, Dennis Hale ’80; twin sister, Joan
Wilson; and five grandchildren.
“I would call her a model of excellence, in both her professional and personal life,” said Haguewood. Although
she will be greatly missed, the MUS
community is grateful to have had such
a wonderful role model in its presence
for as long as it did.
To honor the memory of Jean
Hale by making a gift to the Jean
Barbee Hale Award for Outstanding
Service, please contact Director of
Development Perry Dement at (901)
260-1350.

for the Senate Judiciary
Committee’s antitrust
subcommittee in the
1940’s and 1950’s.
During World War
II, Bolton-Smith served
with the Board of Economic Warfare
and the Foreign Economic Administration, which helped administer the
lend-lease program. Besides aiding in
the politics of the war, he also helped to
alleviate wartime anxieties in his area
by taking part in the formation of the
Washington Waltz Club. In 1976,
Bolton-Smith retired from the Social
Security Administration, where he was
a special assistant to the head of the
Bureau of Hearings and Appeals.

In his personal life, BoltonSmith, a native of Memphis, was a
Phi Beta Kappa graduate of
Amherst College, and he received
a law degree from the University
of Chicago. He was a member of
the Georgetown Citizens Association
and the vestry of St. John’s Episcopal
Church at Lafayette Square and a volunteer with the Boy Scouts. His wife of
60 years, Anne Bolton-Smith, died in
1995, and his two daughters, Robin
Bolton-Smith of Washington and Anne
Putzel of New York; two sons, Julian
Hardy Patten Bolton-Smith of Alexandria, Virginia, and Carlile BoltonSmith, Jr., of Bethesda, Maryland; and
a grandson survive him.

Oldest MUS Alumnus
The man who for many years laid
claim to the title of oldest living alumnus, Carlisle Bolton-Smith ’19, passed
away October 6, 2001.
Bolton-Smith, 99, who served 42
years as a lawyer for 15 federal and
congressional offices and agencies, died
of a heart attack in his home in Washington, D.C. Bolton-Smith leaves behind a legacy of years of service to the
United States. In 1933, he left a Wall
Street law firm to help in the creation of
the New Deal agencies, including the
Agricultural Adjustment and National
Recovery administrations. He was special assistant to Defense Secretary James
V. Forrestal, a counsel to the National
Security Resources Board, and counsel
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Four-and-a-Half Star Dining
by Paul Murray ’97

tables, up to 275 people can
In the waning minutes
enjoy their meals in their own
before the lunch bell, most
personal space. In the Clack,
students, aside from the ones
one had to accept the fact that
eagerly absorbing “Word
lunchtime was a crowded,
Wealth” in the front row, are
bustling affair from start to
busy trying to keep their heads
finish. The new facility is laid
up or quell the massive rumout to provide the smoothest
bling from below. Breakfast
operation possible in all
seems like a year ago, and
aspects of school dining. Upon
visions of King Dons dance in
entering the dining hall,
their heads. To these anxious
Students find plenty of knee and elbow room at the new lunch tables.
students take a right and enter
souls, the lunch bell arrives like
the serving area, which is easily three times larger than the old
an old friend, and students converge from all points on the Clack
one. Diners can visit any of the various food stations, serving
Dining Hall, abandoning their bookbags in the floor in search of
salads, grilled food, soups, desserts, or
nutrition, companionship, and solace from the uncompromising
specialty menu items. Quite possibly the
vigor of learning. The Hot Meals and the Not-So-Hot Meals
most drastic change in the new lunch
stretch out in front of the eye — a plastic-wrapped cornucopia.
regime is the quality of the food being
What will it be today? Square pizza? Canned Hamburger? Or
served. Jill Dempsey (right), the
perhaps the ever-coveted Krispy Kod? Then it’s off to your table
foodservice director, confides, “We’ve
to throw elbows for eating space and stick to the floor. I am
gone to lower-fat foods with less preserdwelling, of course, in the past. The Clack Dining Hall is now a
vatives in an attempt to make lunch more
thing of legend. Along with most of the campus, the dining
nutritious. We cook everything from
experience at Memphis University School is evolving. Thanks to
scratch now. There is no canned food: all
a new dining hall and Jill Dempsey, foodservice specialist, MUS is
vegetables are steamed. Lasagna, soups, breads, even the Apple
offering its students and faculty a state-of-the-art dining experiBrown Betty and the strawberry cheesecake for dessert are homeence.
made every day.”
The new dining room is rather breathtaking, with wall-toThe kitchen, under the supervision of John Nicholas, a
wall carpeting, high curved ceilings, two chandeliers, and huge
certified chef from New Zealand, is more than equipped to
bay windows overlooking the football field. Gone are the familiar
provide all of this delicious and healthy food to hundreds of
cattle-herd lunch tables of yesterday. Now, with round, six-seater
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people daily. The Clack had one oven, compared to the three in
the new kitchen. The Clack had a walk-in cooler, but the new
kitchen has a walk-in cooler and freezer. In addition, the new
kitchen sports an industrial-sized steamer, tilt skillet (good for
preparing enough chili for an army), and enough deep fryers to
make 100 pounds of French fries per day – things that the Clack,
God rest its linoleum, never had.
At the end of the serving area are several cashier stations
and a few new touches. Students used to carry little, crumpled
pieces of paper with increments of money printed on them in
little squares. Lunch ladies would take a pen and cross out the
amount of money the lunch cost at the register. This was not an
altogether unpleasant way to conduct business, but it has given
way to technology. Starting this year, each student has an ID
card (known as a U-Card) much like the ones in use in colleges
all over the country to swipe at the register, automatically
accessing that student’s meal plan. The card will also have an
account balance, in case the student desires more food than is
covered in his plan, or if he is snacking at times other than

choice for banquets, visitor catering, or students who have wandered bereft since the demolition of the Upper School Lounge
last year. Eventually, Dempsey promises, there will be a portable
hardwood floor to put down, transforming the room into a
dancehall for Homecoming or other events.
But this facility, despite its lavish trappings, would be nothing
without its able captain. Best known as “Miss Jill” to all the boys,
Jill Dempsey, general manager for Sodexho and second-year
foodservice director at MUS, is the lady truly responsible for the
new joy which is lunch at school. She brings to her work years of
experience with food and children and a genuine love of the
culinary arts.
Dempsey smiles when she talks, making it easy to tell she
takes pride in her work. “I have enjoyed cooking since I was 6
years old. I always wanted to be a youth advisor in the agriculture
industry.” After receiving an animal science degree from the
University of Tennessee, she landed a job with Block and Bridle
and was responsible for preparing food for fundraisers and the like
at UT. In 1990, she started teaching cooking classes through
Continuing Education at the University of Memphis, a
duty she kept for ten years. She also served a stint as the
foodservice director for Thomas and Betts Corp., where
she was responsible for feeding 900 people two meals
daily. Until 1999, she was an assistant to Ann Barnes at
Just Catering and has since worked here at MUS. She
and her husband own a farm in Arlington, where they
spend time with their three kids, as well as a host of
cattle, sheep, chickens, rabbits, border collies, and a
donkey. As equally dedicated to young people as she is
to good eating, she serves on the 4H Advisory Board.
(4H, or Head, Heart, Hands, and Health, is an organization dedicated to the complete development of young

A spacious serving area keeps the flow of
students moving while the different food stations
offer something for everybody.

lunchtime. The use of the U-Cards is not
confined to the dining hall. Students are able
to use them for library rentals or for bookstore purchases.
Daniel Lansky uses his
At the end of the meal, students may feel
U-Card for fast payment
Jill Dempsey serves hot food to Alex Chinn and Kyle Fong.
at the register.
like they’ve wandered into a “Jetsons” episode as they dump their leftovers and put
children. A 4H fair may have a pie-baking contest, a cattle show,
their trays on a conveyor belt to be transported back into the
and a public debate all running side by side. The goal is education
washing area. The leftover food is fed through a mulcher, which
through diversity.)
so destroys and compacts the waste that it can fit into only six
Says Dempsey, “I really enjoy working with young people. I
20-gallon trash bags. In comparison, the Clack produced 40
care about the lives of the students who are eating in my dining
trash bags of waste after every meal. All in all, the new dining
hall. My real role is as a comforting nurturer. People come for
room has been designed to provide a faster, cleaner, more
food comfort, and lunch needs to be pleasant because it’s their
sanitary, and generally more enjoyable eating experience than
break time. I truly believe that the boys as well as the teachers
has been customary in the past. With such service and atmoneed good, healthy food in a relaxing environment.”
sphere, it’s no wonder that the new facility will be the venue of
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From the Archives
A Team to Remember
Captained by Bill Morris and coached
by Wade Wakefield, the MUS 11 of 1922
went undefeated through seven games to
eventually claim the city championship.
With the sterling play of fullback Jack
Wakefield, the team opened the season with
wins over the Normal Tigers 7-6 (University of Memphis), Osceola High 52-0, and
CBC 32-21. Questions concerning
Wakefield’s eligibility were raised as the
“Big Red Machine” ran over Tech 37-0, Castle Heights 7-6,
and Forrest City Arkansas 38-0. Professor Jester, principal
of Central High School, claimed that Wakefield had played
over his allotted time and should not play in the upcoming
contest between the two schools. The Memphis Association
of Amateurs disallowed the claim and, in a
Thanksgiving Day game at Russwood
Park, MUS defeated Central 20-19.
The photograph is of the 1922 team
at Russwood on game day.

Searching for Class Pins
In December 1963, Stanley H.
Butte ’13 sent to the school his diploma
and class pin, which are part of the archives. Apparently
each senior class designed its own pin, according to the
MUS TOPICS. Pins may have been part of school life since
the 1890’s. Since this is the only pin in the archives collection, the school would like to find others, and any help by
the MUS community will be appreciated.

Archive Additions Point to the Past
Recent additions to the archives include some early
new school dedication programs and newspapers and
the 1908 and 1909 Higbee School annuals known
as the Sphinx. The school was located in the
Robertson Topp home on Beale Street, and
some boys attended the primary department
there and later MUS. John Harkins notes in
the Century Book that one of these new
schools, Miss Higbee’s School, was the
favorite girls’ school for MUS boys’
attentions. Eleven Certificates of
Honor, awarded to Clinton
Lafayette Franklin ’12 during the
years 1907-1911, were given to the
archives by his granddaughter, Mrs. Maritucker
McKenzie Hanemann. And the Jostens Company,
through its representative Vickie Sasser, has provided
an example of the class ring for the new school.
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Archives Displays
Outside of the archives, a display early this fall featured
Ross McCain Lynn, first headmaster of the new school.
This was followed by a display on MUS alumni authors,
which included:
Nash Buckingham 1898—
De Shootinest Gent’man and Other Tales
Richard Halliburton 1908-1911—
The Royal Road to Romance
Eugene Dattle ’62— The Sun That Never Rose
Noel Mayfield ’67— Puritans and Regicide
Peter Roop ’69— Keep the Lights Burning, Abbie
George Dameron ’71—
Episcopal Power and Florentine Society 100-1320
Linton Weeks ’72— Memphis—A Folk History
Robert Gordon ’79— It Came from Memphis
Hampton Sides ’80— Stomping Ground and Ghost Soldiers
Sid Kara ’92— Life’s Only Promise
We are aware of other alumni authors such as Rollin
Riggs ’78 and Paul Gerald ’84 but, unfortunately,
do not have copies of their work at present.
If there are other alumni authors, we
would like to know and would
enjoy a copy of their book
for our library.

The archives, ever
on the search for new
materials, welcomes
items relating to the
original and new MUS and
appreciates the generosity
of those who have given
items in the past.

Remember When
by Lee Dickinson ’91

Have you ever wondered
what would happen if Randy
“Macho Man” Savage were to
open a men’s clothing store to
compete with Oak Hall and
James Davis? Unfortunately,
members of the Class of 1991
already know the answer: such
haute couture as Duck Heads and
cowboy boots, tight-rolled jeans and
penny loafers without socks, braided belts
that were too big so you could tuck the
excess under the belt and let it hang
down, all accessorized with snot-rags and
doo-rags. And we used to laugh at parachute pants and Vans?!?
I guess it was a simpler time. We
didn’t have e-mail addresses or home
Internet connections. There was only one
ESPN or HBO or Cinemax. And there was
no such thing as DVD. There was a new
type of car called a Lexus — “Lexus ...
even in traffic, you’ll feel like it’s just the
two of you” (paid for by Bryan Smith).
Alternative music actually was alternative. And war in the Middle East wasn’t
terrifying — it was entertainment brought
to you by Wolf Blitzer and CNN.
But, on a more personal note to the
Class of 1991, do you remember when
Ryan Ehrhart, editor, made sure his name
was all over The Owl (pp. 11, 15, 18, 20,
30, 31, 41, 56, 57, 58, 59, 92, 93, 96, 101,
102, 103, 118, 119, 136, 154, 158, 167,
230, 233)? The last-second touchdown
against CBHS, beating Brentwood Academy in the playoffs 22-20, and, unfortunately, that quiet trip back from the
Clinic Bowl? When Ross Lynn Arena was
a parking lot? Michael Kim with the best
campaign slogan ever stolen from a
headache medicine: “Little. Yellow.
Different. Better.”? The senior/junior
rumble? How Ryan Ehrhart got all the
good-looking girls — probably because he
was so charming, witty, and handsome?
When pep rallies were “legal”?
What about the now-defunct “Helicopter” sculpture outside the Fisher Fine
Arts Wing? And Ryan Ehrhart sitting

Unable to
supply a current
photograph
suitable for
publication,
Dickinson said,
“Just use my old
school picture...
make me bald,
add a beard,
and that's me.”

under that very same sculpture like a
chiseled Norse god, the sun beating on his
manly chest? Scootie’s — what would life
have been without Scootie’s? Leuze
“leuzing” it from time to time? Bevis’
support and appreciation for the Tennessee Highway Patrol? Parties at the Shys?
Subliminal messages... or The Shop (not
necessarily in that order)?
Or getting kicked off campus on the
last day of school? Or how Ryan Ehrhart,
man among the boys, led that destructive
charge across campus without concern for
his own welfare? Or what about the start
of lacrosse at MUS, and how Ryan Ehrhart
led that team to greatness? And Damon
Desio’s hair, Brian Lindseth’s hair, Jason
Stewart’s hair, my [sob] hair... (I don’t
want to hear a single word from Alpert or
Haddad on this one)?
Now, the best part about getting
asked to write one of these doomajobbies
for MUS Today is that you get a chance to
say “thanks.”
We can recount innumerable stories
and recollections — things that left
imprints on us as being “MUS memories.”
But what’s more important is the imprint
that MUS left upon us in other ways.
I found, as I’m sure many alumni
have, that college was almost “remedial”
after attending MUS. I found that professors were surprised that I had been exposed to so many facts, figures, and texts,
introduced to so many different views,
and equipped with such acute analytical
skills. I’m not saying this to boast; even I
was surprised by what I found within
myself. I didn’t really tap into what I’d
learned until I went to college, but I
certainly knew the source.

More important than booklearning, however, is moral character. Believe me, I was no pillar of
moral strength when I was at MUS.
On the other hand, I wasn’t a
downright rotten kid, either. I think
Coach Batey and Coach Peters were
justified, however, in having my
dad’s number on speed dial. After
all, they were like extended family.
I don’t know how MUS does it, but
over the course of four (or six) years, they
manage to pretty well set every young
man’s moral compass in the right direction. I mean, I don’t remember any
courses in solving moral dilemmas or
doing the right thing, but there comes a
point after graduation, sometimes many
years later, when you look around and
say, “Huh ... I came out okay after all.”
While I can’t offer a simple causational
explanation, I know that when I return to
the store because they undercharged me,
when I admit a mistake and apologize for
it, when I just smile in a traffic jam (after
all, there’s nothing I can do about it), I
know that it was MUS that made me that
way. MUS sets the standard and, through
exposure, that standard rubs off on its
students. Veritas Honorque.
There are phrases other than Veritas
Honorque that have affected young men.
Some that come to mind are: “Meat,
potatoes, cornbread, and brussels sprouts,”
“You are an idiot!” and even “We’re just
better.…” You know, I like to think we are
still better — but better for who we’ve
become, how we’ve gotten here, and the
hand that MUS played in that.
Alright ... I’m getting a little misty
now. Besides, I have to run to an appointment to transplant some hair from my
back to my scalp. Ryan Ehrhart is performing the surgery.
Lee Dickinson is in his second year of law
school at Vanderbilt University. According to
Dickinson, “I am overweight and balding, but
maintain my same time-honored quirkiness.
Contact me at lee.r.dickinson@vanderbilt.

edu. Please.”
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Development Office
Strengthens to
Meet Needs
The MUS Development office has new staff to
better serve the MUS community of students, faculty,
parents, and alumni. As of
this past summer, two new
employees are working to
continue a tradition of
excellence at MUS.
Mandy Cloud (pictured
right) now serves as director
of the Annual Fund. She
holds a B.S. from Texas
Christian University and previously
held positions at the University of
Texas and with Chi-Omega Fraternity. Through the recruitment and
training of volunteers, marketing via
direct mail, telemarketing, and per-
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sonal solicitation,
Cloud works to
ensure the success
and growth of the
MUS Annual
Fund. The Annual
Fund provides a
significant portion
of the operating budget through gifts
to the school.
Catherine Cooper Jones (above)
is the new associate director of public
relations, a position created to focus
on two areas of growing importance

to MUS, media relations and website
management. Jones also writes for
MUS publications. She recently
completed her B.A. in English at
Rhodes College. While she attended
Rhodes, Jones was a public relations
intern at MUS.
“We are delighted that Mandy
and Cathi are a part of the MUS
staff,” said Perry Dement, director of
development. “Both bring new talent
to the department and are helping us
provide expanded services to the
MUS community.”

Barham Ray Takes Leadership Role
As the new president of the
The Lynn Society is named for Headmaster Ross M.
Lynn Society, Barham Ray ’64
Lynn, who served from 1955-78. Members give annual
feels that it is important to give
unrestricted support of $10,000 or more as Benefactors
back to MUS. According to Ray,
or $5,000 or more as Patrons. The society recognizes
“If the President of the United
individuals who have provided generous financial
States asked you to do somesupport for the operation of the school, as well as
thing, you would do it. That’s how it was with Colonel
leadership, loyalty, and expertise throughout the year.
Lynn. He commanded such great respect from everyone.
It is a pleasure to help perpetuate the memory of ColoWe teach our boys to pursue every oppornel Lynn and what he stood for.”
tunity in life. We also teach them to give
Barham Ray is no stranger to serving MUS.
something back.
The new Lynn Society president is a founding
member of the society and has been on the
At MUS, each student is given an excelBoard of Trustees since 1996. He and his
lent education and the opportunity to
wife, Debbie, have a son, Barham Jr. ’99,
realize his potential. Support through the
VE
E
RI
QU
TAS
who is a junior at Princeton University,
Annual Fund ensures that MUS will
• HO N O R
and a daughter, Beverley, who is a
continue to attract and keep distinOpening Doors For Boys For Over 100 Years
sophomore at Hutchison School.
guished faculty and have all the
MUS ANNUAL FUND
Ray is a partner in SSM Ventures,
important resources that make
6191 Park Avenue
a venture capital partnership.
MUS a leader in college-preparaMemphhis, TN 38119-5399
tory education.
(901) 260-1350
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Marriages
Bruce Ryan ’80 to Karen Tay
on October 28, 2001
Bruce and Karen Ryan
were married on the
MUS Chapel steps early
on a Sunday morning with
family and friends looking
on. Everyone enjoyed
Krispy Kreme donuts
and coffee afterwards.

David Simpson ‘80 to Erin Virginia
Toye on September 22, 2001
Len Hardison ‘84 to Erin Kimberly
Ward on October 5, 2001
Grattan Brown ‘86 to Julie Jean
DeSnyder on September 1, 2001
Clyde Patton ‘86 to Meg Collier
on August 18, 2001
Howie Gober ‘93 to Carmine
Rotenberry on September 22, 2001
Jamie Zanella ‘95 to Heather Bibb
on May 19, 2001
Jon Daly ‘96 to Jennifer Jodeit
on August 4, 2001
McLean Wilson ‘96 to Libby Yates
on August 4, 2001

Births
Jeff Harris ‘81 and Cathy,
a daughter, Sarah Frances, born
September 11, 2001
Will Boyd ‘85 and Trish,
a daughter, Elizabeth Jean, born
August 31, 2001

L U M N I
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Scott May
Class Representative

The Class of ’61 held its fortieth
reunion at MUS Homecoming,
October 5. In attendance were Lyle
Adams, Tammy and John Bell, Jody
Brown, Hammond Cole, Eileen and
Bill Evans, Dee Gibson, Tom
Hutton, Barbara and Pitt Hyde, Scott
May, and Bill Oxley. After visiting
with other classes and eating Pig and
Whistle barbecue in the spacious new
dining hall, we watched the first half
of the football game against Fairley,
sheltered from the rain on the Alumni
Terrace. MUS had the game well in
hand, so we retired to the Fox and
Hound to continue our reminiscing.
We are all older and certainly wiser,
or that’s the way it seemed about
midnight.
Bill Tomford and his wife, Heli,
live in Boston where Bill is professor
of orthopedic surgery at Harvard
Medical School. His clinical practice is
with Massachusetts General Hospital.

’66

Bob Lee
Class Representative

Bobby Lee, Johnny Adams, Brig
Klyce, and Bruce Smith put together
a great thirty-fifth reunion hoopty-doo
for the Class of ’66 on October 6.
A chartered bus picked a group up at
MUS and headed for La Grange for a
southern-style dinner at Kathie and
Bobby Lee’s home. The legendary
Billy Wayne Herbert provided entertainment, and everyone had a blast.

’68

Bill Ferguson
Class Representative

Wis Laughlin is chief counsel at
Software Earnings, Inc., a Memphis
company supplying check-cashing
software to large banks.
Joe Pinner and his wife, Sharon, are
still living in Harriman, Tennessee,
where Joe is pastor of St. Andrews
Episcopal Church.

’70

Hunter Humphreys
Class Representative

Mac Caradine and his wife, Julia,
spend almost every weekend fly-fishing
on the White River.

’71

Phil Wiygul
Class Representative

Phil Wiygul and his reunion committee of Philip Gould, Harrell
Schaeffer, Hubert Turley, and Jess
Wesberry threw a successful thirtieth
reunion for the Class of ’71. All the
regular festivities were included, but
the highlight was the great turn-out for
dinner at the Tournament Player’s
Club at Southwind on Saturday night.
Bussing their way to the Class of ’66
reunion party are Tene and Jane
Alissandratos, Henry and Beverly
Doggrell, Scott Adams, Anne and Robert
Sayle, Steele and Stephanie Dallahite, and
Hal and Sally Rhea. They were met by
other classmates at the home of Kathie
and Bobby Lee in La Grange, Tennessee.

Stewart Hammond ’87 and Julie,
a son, William Stewart Hammond,
Jr., born August, 1, 2001
Brian Eason ‘90 and Roberta,
a son, Charles Jennings, born
August 15, 2001
Rob Abbay ‘92 and Leigh, a son,
Robert Irwin Abbay V, born
October 11, 2001
Dow McVean ‘92 and Nikki,
a daughter, Elizabeth Bailey, born
July 7, 2001
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Denby Brandon
Class Representative

Joel Hobson and Wise
Jones ’73 play in the popular
local band, Tumblin’ Sneakers.
Their band played at the pregame tailgate before the MUS
vs. MBA game on September 28
and at half time. Besides
thoroughly entertaining the
fans, they generously donated
their fee to the school’s September 11 fund. Is this a great
school, or what?
A fellow classmate submitted this picture
and comments of sportsman Montgomery
Martin ’73: “Martin, class rep, family man,
church deacon, and construction magnate,
demonstrates his incompetence at shooting
while on a recent trip to the English
countryside. Disappointed onlookers
include family, friends, and guides.”

Been “Hair,” Wrote That
In his “rebellious,” youthful days at MUS, Linton
Weeks ’72 recalls a time when he and a fellow “rebel”
were called before the Hair Committee for sporting
locks too long. In those days, he also played tennis, held
Student Council offices, and was the lead in his senior
play. Although he wasn’t exactly sure then that he’d
someday become a writer, he remembers one member of
the MUS faculty who planted the writing bug in him.
“He was a great and quirky storyteller, like the tale
about the guy who killed a man with a watermelon. He
was an inspiring teacher who ushered us shallow-minded
students into deeper waters.”
Weeks’ beacon of inspiration at MUS was none
other than current MUS Headmaster Ellis Haguewood.
“He convinced me that I write well,” said Weeks, “and for
that I am forever grateful.” He has now been a journalistic
reporter for the Style section of the Washington Post since
1995 and has worked for the Post since 1990. “The Washington Post is an energizing place,” commented Weeks.
“I’m surrounded by good-hearted people.”
Sometime between MUS and his career at the Post,
Weeks found time to graduate from Rhodes College in
1976, own a bookstore, write several local history books,
and start a regional magazine in Little Rock. Although he
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Class of ’71 celebrated their thirtieth reunion.

’74

Mark Ruleman
Class Representative

Frank Crawford is the pastor of Calvary
Baptist Church in Kingsport, Tennessee,
where he has served since October of
1995. This past spring he earned his
Doctor of Ministry degree from Baptist
Theological Seminary at Richmond.

now lives in Washington, D.C. with
his wife, Jan Taylor Weeks, a painter
and art teacher, and his two sons,
Stone, age 16, and Holt, age 12,
Memphis remains close to him. This
could not be more apparent than in
his syndicated article, “A Native’s
Take on Memphis,” which appeared
in the Los Angeles Times. The article
is an account of his beloved first
home, full of personal anecdotes and
an ending that would tug at the
heartstrings of any Memphian: “And
Linton Weeks and his
family: wife, Jan; sons,
I could see my own life, inextricably
Stone and Holt
linked to Memphis. For a moment, it
seemed to come full circle. It’s a circle that will not be
broken.”
Ellis Haguewood and MUS linger as bookmarks in
Weeks’ mind. “MUS gave me everlasting friends and
marvelous memories,” he said. “Enthusiastic and encouraging teachers instilled in me lifelong curiosity and a neverending love of learning. And they prepared me for just
about anything.” He may not have anticipated sharing such
thoughts while sitting in front of the MUS Hair Committee; but a few hundred haircuts and a journalism career
later, Weeks has no trouble finding just the right words.
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WILL

Mark “Bo” Bogatin ’71 always knew that he
wanted to work in the arts. From his days at Memphis University School, he gained a love of literature and writing in classes with Bob Boelte and Jim
Russell. His involvement in MUS plays with
George Elder triggered his interest in the theatre.
He was the editor of The Owls Hoot, wrote for The
Muse, and won the Russell Johnson Creative
Writing Award. He went on to study literature in
college, earning degrees from Duke University and
the University of Essex in England. But it wasn’t
until he applied for an internship with the National
Endowment for the Arts and learned that he would
have to complete a year of law school to get the job
that Bogatin found his niche in the arts.
“I never thought I would like law school,” said
Bogatin, “but I found the law fascinating.” After
that one year of law school, he decided to complete
his J.D. at the University of Denver. When he
heard about lawyers who volunteer for the arts,
Mark Bogatin with
Bogatin knew he had discovered a way to combine
his son, Cassady
his two loves into his own perfect career. He did an
externship for the Bay Area Lawyers for the Arts (BALA) in his third year of law
school. He appreciated the San Francisco area because it was such a “hotbed for
creativity,” as it still is today. After graduation, he took a full-time job with BALA.
“I always respected what the performance artists of the Bay Area were doing,”
said Bogatin, “because they were writers above everything else—writers turned
performers, with depth, creativity, and these amazing personal identities to share
with others. They were odd and didn’t quite fit into the norm, but I wanted to get
involved because I knew they needed representation, too. So I began to back them
up and educate them on the business of their art.”
Now Bogatin is a partner in the law firm Bogatin, Corman, and Gold in Oakland, California. He represents 400-500 writers, visual artists, performers, producers, directors, and many other kinds of artists in three areas of art law: transactional
practice, plaintiff’s litigation, and intellectual property including trademark/copyright issues.
Bogatin serves on the board of the successor to BALA, California Lawyers for
the Arts, a support group for artists that is involved with enactment of unique
legislation to protect artists, like the moral rights of artists. He is a recognized
expert in the representation of artists in litigation matters against those who damage
or destroy works of fine art.

WORK
FOR

ARTS

Some of his clients have agents but need help
to negotiate their deals. For example, he represents about 30 different performers from the
acclaimed Cirque de Soleil circuit of shows. “The
performers, who hail from many different countries where they developed their original routines,
must have individual negotiations with the large
outfit. They don’t know where to begin with a
huge organization like Cirque.
“Emerging artists sometimes don’t know
how to protect themselves,” said Bogatin. “I serve
to protect their artistic integrity and educate them
about the relationships they must establish within
their business. I think of it as a holistic approach
to artistic relationships.”
Some of his previous and current clients
include JT LeRoy, critically acclaimed author of
the national bestseller Sarah and new release The
Heart Is Deceitful Above All Things; the San Francisco Mime Troupe, Tony award-winning political satire performance group; Ruth Asawa, Japanese-American visual artist known primarily for
her sculptures including the “Japanese Internment
Memorial” at the Federal Building in San Jose,
California; and “The Webby Awards,” the annual
international Internet website awards ceremony.
“I always knew that the arts weren’t a big
money-making arena,” said Bogatin, “and when
I started out, I was never as interested in money
as I was in working with creative people. I can
honestly say that I have a lot of fun doing what
I do.”
Although there are many creative people in
his life, three easily take spots at the top of his list.
His wife, Karen Racanelli, is general manager of
the Tony award-winning Berkeley Reperatory
Theatre. They have two children: six-year-old
son, Cassady, and three-year-old daughter, Siena.
“My children are lucky,” he said, “because they
appear to have inherited both their mother’s
beauty and dramatic talents.”
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Cage Carruthers
Class Representative

The Class of ’76 (pictured right) had a
busy reunion weekend starting on
Thursday, October 4, at Le Chardonnay.
Friday, they did the regular Homecoming
routine finishing up at Lynn and Dudley
Schaefer’s home after the game. They
headed to Louise and Cage Carruthers’
house for picnicing and fishing on
Saturday afternoon, then to the Hunt and
Polo Club for their big Saturday night
bash.
Cage Carruthers sends out his thanks to
the business of picking stocks. He is an
his phonathon workers from October 23.
usher at Second Presbyterian Church
Pancho Batchelor, Mott Jones, Walt
and volunteers his time with the
Jones, and Bob Ruch joined Cage in a
ManKind Project, Chrysallis Flight, and
successful night of calling.
the Emmaus Community.
Hugh Francis and his wife, Lysbeth,
have three sons, one at MUS in the
eighth grade and two at PDS. They
recently moved into a new home in east
Collie Krausnick
Memphis. Hugh is a partner of Memphis
Class Representative
Surgery Associates and is president of the
Memphis and Shelby County Medical
Lee Powell has joined Applied Earth
Society.
Sciences as office manager and senior
Steve Hickman, his wife, Mary, and their
project engineer for the Memphis office.
three children are living in
Columbia, South Carolina,
where he is beginning his
second year as headmaster at
Heathwood Hall Episcopal
School. His move to education
five years ago came after
spending nearly 18 years in the
financial services industry.
Nap Overton has just
rejoined Morgan Keegan after
a nearly five-year departure,
which included time off
Uh, thank you...thank you very much.
(midlife crisis), J. C. Bradford,
Bentley Long ’79 was surprised by a group of his friends
First Tennessee Capital
with a fortieth birthday party hosted in Atlanta. Even Elvis
Markets, and buying a Harley.
showed up to perform. Trying to get in on the act
He is very glad to be back in
are Scott Stevens ’80, Chip Broadfoot ’80,

’79

and birthday boy Bentley Long.

’80

George Skouteris
Class Representative

Hopie Brooks and his wife, Debbie,
have recently moved back to Memphis
with their two children, after spending
six years in North Carolina. Hopie is still
merchandising cotton with Hohenberg
Brothers.

’81

Rob Hussey
Class Representative

Friday night of Reunion Weekend 2001
found the Class of ’81 (pictured below)
a little soggy but no worse for the wear at
Christy and Eddie Murphey’s home
after the game. Saturday they headed to
Julia and Rob Hussey’s for dinner; then
those who wanted continued their
evening with Hutchison Class of ’81 at
Katherine and Woodie Murdoch’s home.
Temple Brown’s newest short film will
be screening at festivals in Birmingham,
Los Angeles, Charlottesville, and Seville,
Spain, this fall.
John Sharp is still with Sandler O’Neill
Mortgage Finance in Memphis. He has
two children, Marshall and Mimi.

’84

Bob McEwan
Class Representative

Matthew Daniel is in Memphis working
as executive vice president of marketing
for Appraisal Forum, an online B2B
service that connects appraisers to
lenders.
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Metcalf Crump
from the University of
was awarded the AlumTennessee and an M.A.
Most reminiscent of the MUS
nus of the Year Award
in theology from the Covfor exemplifying comenant Theological Semiguiding principle of developing
munity leadership and
nary in St. Louis, Miswell-rounded men of strong moral
personal integrity. As
souri, Clay Smythe has
character is the school’s alumni.
president and principal
taken a circuitous path
Metcalf Crump ’60 and Clay
owner of The Crump
to teaching ethics and reSmythe ’85 received this year’s
Firm, Inc., architects, he
ligion at MUS. He is behas contributed his time
ing recognized with this
highest honors among MUS
and energy since 1970
award, however, for his
alumni at the Plaza Club on
Wiley Robinson becomes
to fulfill the firm’s misleadership in an ongoOctober 26. At the annual
president of the Alumni
sion “to create inspired
ing Bible study for MUS
Alumni Association Executive
Association as Fred Schaeffer
architecture which will
students. Groups of stuends his year in office.
Board Luncheon, Executive Board
endure.” Crump and his
dents and volunteer
President Frederick
firm have designed corteachers have met weekly
porate, cultural, educabefore school for the past
C. Schaeffer, Jr. ’88
tional, and medical fasix years with a goal of
bestowed the Alumcilities in 29 states and
encouraging students’
nus of the Year
Mexico and have repersonal Biblical study
Award to Crump and
ceived 28 awards inand fostering a Christian
Volunteer of the Year
cluding many from the
community of service
local, state, and reamong the boys. Smythe
Award to Smythe
gional chapters of the
also serves MUS as an
and handed the
American Institute of
active board member of
gavel down to PresiArchitects. With his vast
the Alumni Association
dent-Elect Wiley T.
Met Crump ’62 and Clay Smythe ’80
experience in the field
and was president from
Robinson ’75. Welreceive plaques and congratulations
of architecture, Crump
1998-1999. He is a foundfrom Ellis Haguewood.
coming the attendees
is being recognized with
ing member of the D. Euthis award for his tiregene Thorn Society as
to the event, Schaeffer also received a plaque in recogniless efforts in making
well as a past phonathon
tion of his leadership on the board for the past year.
certain that the campus
volunteer. Smythe also
master plan and conserves on both the Spestruction have been
cial Gifts and Major Gifts
equal to the quality of the MUS experiCommittees of the Doors to New Opporphis Business District Design Review
ence and tradition. He is the architect
tunities Capital Campaign.
Board, and serving as the honorary
for the new Campus Center and
Before becoming a part of the MUS
consul of France for the state of TennesDunavant Upper School, and he previfaculty just this year, Smythe worked at
see since 1988. Crump is a fellow of the
ously designed the Sue H. Hyde Sports
The
Neighborhood
School
in
American Institute of Architects and
and Physical Education Center.
Binghamption, a private K-8 school. He
served as the founding president of the
Years before becoming the owner
and his wife, Gracey, have a two-year
International Council of the Memphis
of a prominent architectural firm,
old son, Stan, and a newborn son, James.
Area Chamber of Commerce.
Crump was a leader at MUS, serving as
Smythe is also a former owner/operator
Crump currently serves MUS as repassistant editor of the school’s annual,
of Memorial Park, Inc., in Memphis and
resentative for the Class of ’60, is a
editor of the student newspaper, The
a licensed funeral director. He served as
founding member of the Thorn Society,
Owl’s Hoot, and creator of the name
Memorial Park president from 1997 unis an active phonathon volunteer, and
and the original Owl logo. Crump was
til 1999.
is on the Special Gifts Committee of the
in the eighth grade at MUS when the
As a teacher, Smythe helps to adDoors to New Opportunities Capital
school reopened in 1955 and was in its
vance higher education at MUS, and he
Campaign. Crump also bears signifithird graduating class. After graduatalso works for the community surroundcant family ties to MUS. His father,
ing from MUS, Crump received a B.A.
ing it. Smythe serves on the boards of
Charles M. Crump, was in the MUS
degree from The University of the South
the Greater Memphis Arts Council, the
graduating Class of ’30 and is currently
in just three years and master’s degree
Memphis Boychoir, and K.I.P.P Acadan Honorary Board Member. Crump
in Architecture from Harvard Univeremy. As co-founder of the Wilberforce
has two brothers who graduated from
sity four years later. Crump also studEducation Foundation, his contribution
MUS, Stephen B. Crump ’66 and Philip
ied at the Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris,
to the formation of this private educaH. Crump ’62.
France.
tional assistance foundation will help
The Volunteer of the Year Award is
After receiving his degrees, Crump
the boys of select Memphis-area schools
given to an MUS alumnus who serves
contributed his talents locally to Memwith leadership development and prothe school in a significant and needed
phis. His civic involvement includes an
vide summer business internships for
way throughout the year, seeking out
active membership in the Memphis Rooutstanding Memphis inner-city junior
opportunities to promote the interests
tary Club since 1977, chairing the Memand senior boys.
of the school. With a B.A. in history
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MUS Salutes Our
“Top 40 Under 40”
Alumni
The Memphis Business Journal
annually selects the “Top 40
Under 40” — 40 movers and
shakers of the commuity who
are also under the age of 40.
Congratulations to two
MUS graduates who made
the list this year!

L U M N I

’86

’85

Gary Wunderlich, Jr.
Class of ’88
CEO, Wunderlich
Securities, Inc.

Dede Malmo
Class Representative

Don Wiener, Class Agent
Joel Sklar, after many years of service,
is turning over his responsibilities as class
representative to Dede Malmo and Don
Wiener. Thanks to Joel for a job well
done. In addition, Joel has left Waring
Cox and has been named a principal at
the Memphis law firm of Stokes,
Bartholomew, Evans & Petree, P.C.
Class of ’86 rollin’ on the river
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Gavin Murrey
Class Representative

’92

Preston Miller
Class Representative

Andy McCarroll, Class Agent

Brandon Westbrook, Class Agent

After the Homecoming game, the Class
of ’86 began their own reunion events at
Elizabeth and Ben Daniel’s home for
post-game fun. The roof of Peabody
Place at Pembroke Square was the
location for their Saturday night party.
Thanks go to Bo Allen, Wesley Grace,
Andy McCarroll, Gavin Murrey, Brad
Condor, Lee Harkavy, Ted Miller,
David Warlick, Ben Daniel, Andy
McArtor, Loyal Murphy, and Andy
Wright for their part in making the
weekend such a success.

Barney Witherington graduated from
the University of Memphis School of Law
in May. He is waiting for the Tennessee
Bar results.

’91
Sherman Willmott
Class of ’84
Curator, Soulsville

N

’93

Gil Uhlhorn
Class Representative

Thomas Quinlen, Class Agent
Dean Decandia and Jack Irvine graduated from the University of Memphis
School of Law in May and are waiting for
the Tennessee Bar results.

Brett Grinder
Class Representative

Darrell Cobbins, Class Agent
Darrell Cobbins and Brett Grinder
found out how to throw a reunion
weekend this year. The Homecoming
BBQ and game night culminated with a
casual party at Newby’s on Friday.
Gibson Guitar Factory was the happening place to be for the Saturday night
party with Hutchison Class of ’91.
Darrell Cobbins and David Waddell
have been an integral part of a diverse
group of young men and women that has
formed a local organization to keep
talented people in the Memphis area and
help cultivate tomorrow’s leaders. The
group, Mpact Memphis, launched August
22 at the Plaza Club.
Jeff Coons and his wife, Alison, have
one daughter, Emma. They live in
Memphis where Jeff is a third-year law
student at the University of Memphis.

’94

Kirby May
Class Representative

Jason Whitmore, Class Agent
R.P. Dempsey is still working for
International Paper in Memphis. He
rooms with Brian Boals.
Jim Echols is seeking his Ph.D. from the
University of Tennessee at Memphis. He
is also Dax Torrey’s roommate.
Hamilton Eggers is still working with
Paine Webber in Memphis. He just
returned from a family trip to St. Thomas
with his parents and sister.
Ned Laughlin began his investment and
securities career in Memphis with
Wunderlich Securities in January 2001.
Kirby May passed the Mississippi Bar in
September and the Tennessee Bar in late
October. He will be returning to Memphis after the conclusion of his clerkship
in August 2002.
J.D. McDonnell is working in New York
City. He vacationed this past summer in
Montana. We are pleased to pass on to all
of you that J.D. survived the September
11 attack unharmed.
Spencer Reese is close to completing his
masters in both creative writing and
education from the University of Memphis. He is teaching English at Lausanne
Collegiate School.
Bo Summers has returned to Oxford,
Mississippi, from Washington, D.C., to
attend the University of Mississippi
School of Law.
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The Class of ’91 celebrates at the Gibson Guitar Factory.

Dax Torrey is working hard teaching
Lower School English classes at MUS.
He is also kept busy as MUS’s sports
information director.

’96

Robert Dow
Class Representative

within the orientation field at Ohio
Wesleyan. He has been inducted into
Mortar Board, Omicron Delta Kappa,
and the Omega Society.

’99

Chip Campbell

Norfleet Thompson, Class Agent

Michel Thomsen is living in Brooklyn,
New York, and going to school at St.
Joseph’s College. He volunteers as an
EMT while studying pre-med on a parttime basis. He is currently trying to get
into the FDNY as an EMT and will
upgrade to paramedic within the next few
years.

Chris Aycock is in a special program at
Penn State that allows him to work on
both his undergraduate and graduate
degrees at the same time. He should
receive both degrees in December 2002

’98

Class Representative

Erick Clifford, Class Agent
Brian Armstrong is one of 23 studentathletes at Emory University to earn a
perfect 4.0 GPA with a full academic load
while competing in track and field for the
University.
Micah Brafford has changed his focus
since graduating from MUS as an
athlete and a scholar to co-curricular
activities. He is very active in the Greek
system at Ohio Wesleyan University
where he pledged Phi Delta Theta
fraternity. He is currently the Interfraternity Council president for the entire
male Greek community. He is the intern
for the department of new students, the
highest position a student can reach

’01

Harrison Ford
Class Representative

Daniel McDonell, Class Agent

Class Representative

Kennon Vaughan, Class Agent

Don Drinkard

in computer science. He is a teacher
assistant in the computer science
department and has worked for two
summers and one fall term for defense
contractors in the D.C. area. This past
summer he worked as a computer
programmer for Mitre Corporation.
During the school year, he is on the
Penn State fencing team and is the
Pennsylvania state champion in epee.
Ryan Aycock is a senior at the University of Florida, majoring in physics and
minoring in religion. His plan is to go to
medical school. He is on the forensics
team (for competitive debate) and went
to nationals last year in “after-dinner
speeches.” He is a research assistant for
one of the physics professors on campus.

Russell Bloodworth is doing great at
the University of Virginia. He was
invited to join both the Hullabahoos and
the Virginia Gentlemen, which according
to John Hiltonsmith, are among, if not
THE top college a cappella groups.
Russell chose to go with the Hullabahoos.

MUS Singing Group Cuts
Second CD
Beg To Differ has recorded their second
CD, Shifting Gears, to the delight of their fans.
The award-winning a cappella group performs
13 arrangements under the direction of John
Hiltonsmith, including favorites such as “The Lion
Sleeps Tonight,” “Walkin’ in Memphis,” “Galileo,”
“Ain’t Too Proud to Beg,” and “Wild Night.”
Members of the group include Barton Adams,
Ben Adams, William Adams, Russell Bloodworth,
Peyton Broer, Sean Foley, Harrison Ford, Kenny
Hickman, Brett Meeks, JK Minervini, Lee Owens,
Dalton Rushing, AJ Walzer, and Justin
Willingham.
Beg To Differ’s new CD can be purchased
for $10.00 by contacting Hiltonsmith at 2601382 or by e-mail at jhiltonsmith@musowls.org.
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McGowan Launches
into Career

David McGowan ’82 is involved in a
project that is out of this world—literally.
He’s an integration manager at Orbital Sciences Corporation, a company whose mission is to “provide the means to
collect, communicate, and process vital information about
the planet Earth and human endeavors everywhere on it.”
And as the manager of rocket assembly and launch,
McGowan makes it possible for that information to make it
back to Earth.
Specifically, McGowan works on the Taurus launch
vehicle, a relatively small rocket that propels satellites of up
to 3,000 pounds into orbit. “Basically, I manage the construction of the launch vehicle—the physical building of the
vehicle and the connection of the satellite,” said McGowan.
“I also work with the satellite customer to ensure that our
physical and communications interfaces are correct prior to
launch.” Since 1998, McGowan’s team has launched Taurus
five times from Vandenberg Air Force base in central
California.
Once McGowan’s team constructs the rocket and
attaches the satellite, the satellites are propelled into low
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orbit around the Earth where they collect
data. The information collected by the
satellites includes marine navigation data,
mobile communications data, and other
information used by governments, scientists,
and businesses. McGowan calls this process
of data collection “a test bed for future
technology.” Some of his satellite customers
have included the Air Force Department of
Energy, the National Reconnaissance Office,
and NASA.
Although his home is in Leesburg,
Virginia, near Orbital headquarters outside
of Washington, D.C., McGowan works
between there and the launch site, usually
spending the last two months before a
launch in California. McGowan graduated
from Vanderbilt University with a B.S. in
mechanical engineering and went on to serve
in the Air Force. He served for six years, including time spent
in Turkey during the Gulf War as a mechanical engineer for
base operations. After the war, McGowan spent a year at a
base in Las Vegas before taking the job with Orbital.
“This is a great job and I love it,” said McGowan.
“Launching spacecraft is one of the most technically difficult
things people have ever tried to do. It’s never routine and is
always a lesson in problem solving, patience, and nerves.”
Now McGowan helps Orbital enter what’s being called
“the new space age.” Where once he used his talents to
propel Memphis University School forward in the down-toearth areas of football, baseball, and student government,
David McGowan now uses his knowledge to help make some
out-of-this-world information available to his customers and
to the world.
McGowan is married to Michele Edmondson, and he
has a ten-year-old daughter, Madison. He says that he would
love to hear from his old classmates and can be reached at
mcgowan.dave@orbital.com.

A

L U M N I

N

E W S

Chang Researches for Change
While earning a degree in political science at Washington University,
Gene Chang ’94 took an inspiring research seminar class on law in mainland China at Wash U’s School of Law. From the class, he developed an
involved interest in Chinese policies, especially those concerning the
extreme methods taken by local government officials to enforce China’s
one-child family planning policy.
According to Chang, “China wants to be both an economic and
military superpower, and its pursuit of both of these goals affects numerous American interests.” Through his research, Chang discovered that
abusive government officials are rarely punished legally, especially in
Gene Chang visits with his family in China.
cases in which forced abortion or infanticide are used as methods of population control. That startling fact was enough to compel Chang further into his important research.
Now in his third year of law school, Chang is preparing his research for a new law-school publication, Washington
University Global Studies Law Review, which is a compilation of traditional law-review articles, student notes, critical book
reviews of recent publication, and essays, all of which focus on issues of international, comparative, and foreign law. He
reports his greatest challenge is to find enough academic information in an area where resources are tightly controlled.
Part of his research focuses on making both a prediction and a recommendation for the current situation. “Right now
there is a serious population crisis that threatens China’s ability to feed and house future generations,” Chang comments,
“but the Chinese government is acting with ambiguity, which only undermines the overall credibility of the government.”
His assessment of the situation leads to his proposal that other countries of the world need to keep a watchful eye and ethical mind on China’s actions “in order to provide consistent enforcement of its laws and protect the civil rights of its citizens.”
After law school, Chang plans to practice immigration law or patent/intellectual property law.

ABL RESULTS

The MUS Alumni Basketball League (ABL) finished the season
with league championships going to the following teams:

“C” League
Champs:
Orange Crush
Turner Emory,
Brantley Horne ’92,
Riley Jones ’94,
K.C. Horne ’92,
Ben Fox, (kneeling)
Tyler Benitone ’93,
Nathan Howard ’92

“A” League Champs: Mammy
Scott Rose ’82, Patrick Akins ’98, Robert Faber ’98,
Glenn Hollingsworth ’98, Foster Smith ’98

“B” League Champs: Big Dawgs
Hank Martin (holding his son), Robert Wallace ’84, Bill Dowdle,
Greg Rhodes ’89, Sam Nickey ’89, Dan Shumake ’89, (not pictured)
John Dobbs ’85, Peter Monaghan ’89, John Monaghan ’85
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ALUMNI GOLF SCRAMBLE accolades go to...
Championship Team: Steve Hickman ’76,
Tom Preston, Sam Varner ’76, David Preston ’76.
Sam Varner also got closest to the pin on hole #2.

Longest drive on hole
#13: Ron Lazarov
Tournament Director:
Dudley Schaefer ’76

Hole Sponsors for the
2001 Alumni Golf Tournament:
1. Loeb Properties, Inc.
(Bob Loeb)
2. Financial Federal Savings
Bank (Kent Wunderlich)
3. Harvey Cook
4. Wunderlich Securities, Inc.
(Gary Wunderlich)
5. Chuck Hutton Chevrolet
(Rick Thornton)
6. Martin, Tate, Morrow &
Marston, P.C.
7. Class of ’73 (Jim Varner)
8. Kemmons Wilson Insurance
Agency (Jerry Martin)
9. Gould’s Styling Salons
(Philip Gould)

Closest to
the pin on
hole #14:
Jeff Kitchens

Longest drive
on hole #1:
Bo Briggs ’74

Homecoming Highlights

MUS FOOTBALL TEAM
squared off against Fairley High
School winning the game 18-0.

THE ANNUAL
BARBECUE
DINNER was held
for the first time
in the new Dining
Hall with more
than 300 alumni,
parents, families,
and friends in
attendance.

HOMECOMING COURT
was announced at halftime
with Whitney Williams being
crowned as Homecoming Queen.
Her escort was Brice Bailey.

Catch the Owls in action.
Regular season home games start at 7:30 p.m.; JV at 6:00 p.m.
Tickets are $5.00 at the door; MUS students are free.

MUS VARSITY BASKETBALL – REMAINING SCHEDULE
Jan. 18
Fri.
Jan. 19
Sat.
Jan. 22
Tue.
Jan. 25
Fri.
Jan. 29
Tue.
Feb. 1
Fri.
Feb. 5
Tue.
Feb. 8
Fri.
Feb. 12
Tue.
Feb. 16 – 23
Mar. 1 – 2
Feb. 14 – 16
*Denotes District

John Callipari (center) was on campus as a guest speaker
and visited with the varsity basketball players prior to the
season opener. Senior players are (front) Spencer Bryan,
Jeremy Dowdy, Webster Cannon, (back) Seth Holm,
Peyton Broer, and Will Saxton.

ECS at MUS*
MUS at White Station
MUS at Briarcrest*
St. Benedict at MUS* (Homecoming)
CBHS at MUS*
MUS at Harding*
MUS at ECS*
Briarcrest at MUS*
MUS at St. Benedict*
Regional Tournament at MUS
Sectional at Rhodes College
State at Murfreesboro
Games

Wear MUS!

A

B

C

D
E

F

The following logo items can be ordered from the MUS Parents’ Association.
A) Lined Windshirt–Red

M _______ L _______ XL _______ XXL _______ @ $52.00 = _________

B) Lined Windshirt–Royal Blue

M _______ L _______ XL _______ XXL _______ @ 52.00 = _________

C) Lined Jacket–Black

M _______ L _______ XL _______ XXL _______ @ 50.00 = __________

D) Sweatshirt–Light Gray

M _______ L _______ XL _______ XXL _______ @ 25.00 = __________

E) Unlined Nylon Windshirt–Royal Blue

M _______ L _______ XL _______ XXL _______ @ 40.00 = __________

F) Golf Shirt–Red

M _______ L _______ XL _______ XXL _______ @ 32.00 = __________

Golf Shirt–Royal Blue (not shown)

M _______ L _______ XL _______ XXL _______ @ 32.00 = __________

Golf Shirt–White w/Red (not shown)

M _______ L _______ XL _______ XXL _______ @ 42.00 = __________

Golf Shirt–White w/Blue (not shown)

M _______ L _______ XL _______ XXL _______ @ 42.00 = __________

MUS Spirit Buttons*

Qty. ______ @ $5.00 = __________

* most sports and jersey numbers available, please specify

Name _____________________________________________________________________
Sport/Jersey Number/Name (if applicable) _____________________________________

Magnetic Bumper Stickers

Qty. ______ @ 10.00 = __________

Black Hat, plain bill

Qty. ______ @ 15.00 = __________

Khaki Hat, plain bill

Qty. ______ @ 15.00 = __________

Daytime Phone Number _____________________________________________________

Black Hat, frayed bill

Qty. ______ @ 12.00 = __________

Order Total = _______________

Qty. ______ @ 40.00 = __________

 Deliver to MUS

Black Gym Bag**

** personalization @ 7.50 = __________

Parent’s Name _____________________________________________________________

(or)  Pick up at the Beard’s
Make checks payable to Memphis University School. Mail to Wendy Beard,
238 Eagle Spring Cove, Cordova, TN 38018, (901) 751-0508.

SEE HOMECOMING HIGHLIGHTS ON PAGE 48.
Mark your calendar for the MUS spring musical:
Saturday Night • April 4 – 6 • 7:30 p.m. • Hyde Chapel
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