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Scenery like this, of the West Elk Mountains in the Colorado Rockies, drew Stuart 
Gillespie ’04 to this region to build a career. Read about the eco-resort he is 
planning near the mining ghost town of Crystal, where many other adventure 
seekers sought their fortunes in the late 1800's and early 1900s. “Whitehouse 
Mountain is on the right,” Gillespie says, “and that's Bear Mountain (where we will 
be doing most of the skiing) in the background. Crystal is just below Bear.” The 
story begins on page  5.

Photo by Greg Mionske
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After completing a law degree 
and undertaking a short career 
in finance, Stuart Gillespie ’04 
returned to the place he loved, 
the Rocky Mountains, and the 
activity he loved, building. He 
has progressed from developing 
a treehouse in his backyard to 
hotels in Ouray, Colorado, and an 

eco-resort in the Elk Mountains near Aspen. See page 5. 
Photo by Greg Mionske.
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Teaching the Children Well
The frenzy of spring has given way to the more relaxed and 

rejuvenating tempo of summer. As I write this in the 100-degree-plus 
heat index Memphis-in-July weather, I can take solace in the two 
weeks Tracey and I spent by a lake in the DownEast area of Maine. 
The days were sunny and in the 70s, and at night we were sleeping 
under a blanket!

One of the highlights of our vacation, along with lobster rolls, 
was a stop along the way in Weston, Massachusetts, to visit one 
of my favorite teachers. Dr. Jeffrey Fast taught me basic English 
competency and later Hemingway and Faulkner. Dr. Fast will retire 
at the end of the upcoming school year: his 50th in the classroom. 
He spent 15 years at my alma mater, Webb School of California, and 
the last 35 at Belmont Hill School outside Boston. What a marvelous 
career he has had.

Turnover is all too common in the school world, so it is always 
inspiring to see the example of a Dr. Fast. Of course, we have 
many such examples at Memphis University School. Faculty and 
staff turnover is not the norm here. Indeed, as the professional 
“destination school” in Memphis, we have teachers who join us and 
stay. During our end-of-year faculty luncheon in May, I presented 
a framed certificate to English Instructor Norman Thompson for 
50 years of service to the school. Other such presentations are not 
far off. We have several faculty members with 40-plus years as well 
as 30-plus year veterans. We take longevity as a given here, which 
many schools cannot claim. An MUS superlative is the love for this 
institution by our faculty and staff and their unflagging commitment 
to the success of our students. It is truly remarkable.

With that in mind, I hope you enjoy the article on Mr. Thompson 
on the occasion of his golden anniversary. It is written by his English 
Department colleague Tim Greer, who has 15 years at the school. In 

addition, there are articles about four faculty and staff members who 
have reached the 25-year milestone.

In a story about his exciting hotel and eco-resort ventures on 
the Western Slope of the Colorado Rockies, Stuart Gillespie ’04 
reaches back to teacher and coach Elliott Dent – a 26-year MUS 
veteran – as a factor in his personal and professional growth. Also in 
this magazine, another 26-year teacher, English Department Chair 
Elizabeth Crosby, reviews a two-volume Hemingway biography 
written by Wylie McLallen ’69. In an article about the Brotherhood 
Showcase, an event Jermiah Sharrode McCray ’95 is organizing 
to serve the men of Memphis, he speaks of the influence of teacher 
(1969-2016) and headmaster (1995-2017) Ellis Haguewood, who 
spent 48 years of his life on this campus.

Good reading awaits in these pages, stories that are sure to 
spark great memories of your own experiences at 6191 Park. As 
many of you know, like our talented teachers, these are experiences 
that influence a lifetime.

Veritas Honorque

F R O M  T H E  H E A D M A S T E R

PETER D. SANDERS   

HEADMASTER

PETE.SANDERS@MUSOWLS.ORG
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CRYSTAL
CAREER

BY SAMANTHA TISDEL WRIGHT

Stuart Gillespie builds 
on the colorful history of 
Colorado’s mining past

The Crystal Mill, built in 1892, contained a turbine that provided 
power to ventilate nearby mines. Now, 130 years later, Stuart 
Gillespie plans to utilize hydroelectric power generated from 
nearby waterfalls for an eco-resort.
Photos by Greg Mionske
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Stuart Gillespie ’04 has always liked to 
build stuff. When he was 10 years old, 
he built an awesome treehouse. As a 

teenager in the early 2000s, he tinkered in a 
wood shop in his parents’ garage.

Not that he had a ton of spare time to 
tinker – especially during lacrosse season, 
when he played on Memphis University 
School’s varsity lacrosse team under 
legendary coach Elliott Dent. Gillespie, 
who captained the team his senior year, 
graduated from MUS with a couple state 

lacrosse championships under his belt. 
For a long time after that, he didn’t build 

anything at all. He was way too busy earning 
a history degree from Vanderbilt University, 
getting his Juris Doctor from the University 
of Colorado School of Law, and trying out a 
career in finance. 

Now, at long last, he is back to building 
stuff again, blending his entrepreneurial 
spirit, love of outdoor adventure, and 
passion for history to develop a unique real 
estate niche for himself in the Colorado 
mountains. 

“Until a few years ago, I was always 
terrified of being bored out of my mind 
at work,” Gillespie confessed. These days, 
“work” couldn’t be more fun.

THE LONG WAY TO OURAY
A lifelong skier and climber, Gillespie 

always kind of thought he would wind up in 
a mountain town. “But it took me a while to 
finally make it,” he says. 

The journey started one wintery 
weekend during his first year at CU Law, 

when he visited the ice climbing and 
backcountry skiing mecca of Ouray – a 
historic mining town tucked away in 
the beautiful San Juan Mountains in the 
southwestern corner of the state. 

He was blown away by the town’s 
character, with all of its historic buildings 
and the backdrop of the San Juans, and came 
back once a year or so to climb and ski as he 
finished up law school and launched a short-
lived money management firm in Denver. 

In 2015 he moved back to Nashville 
to become an investment analyst for First 
Avenue Partners, where he specialized 
in real estate and worked on numerous 
hospitality projects. 

“We invested in all sorts of different 
spaces,” he says. “That gave me the 
confidence to really go in and dig deeply and 
learn how a business works, and to feel like I 
understood it well enough to invest in it.”

It was a great job, but Gillespie missed 
the mountains and was itching to do 
something more entrepreneurial and hands-
on. He began reevaluating Ouray through 
the lens of its investment opportunities and 
long-term growth potential.

One day in 2018, he stumbled upon 
an online listing for a historic commercial 
brick building in downtown Ouray called 
the Columbus House. Acting on gut instinct, 
he booked a plane ticket out to Colorado to 
take a look.

Right off the bat, he could see the 
Columbus House had a ton of potential. 
It wasn’t in great shape cosmetically, but 
it was extremely well-made and oozed 
with character, from its original hardwood 
floors and stamped-tin ceilings to ornate 
brickwork and historic painted metal 
Mesker facade.

The building had a bodacious history. 
Built in 1898, it had been a brothel in Ouray’s 

Stuart Gillespie and Copper overlooking the North Fork 
of the Crystal River
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heyday with a bootlegging operation in the 
basement, and it had once changed hands in 
a poker game.

“I’ve been fascinated with history my 
whole life and loved the idea of restoring an 
old building, especially one that helped tell 
the story of such an interesting part of our 
country’s history,” Gillespie says. 

The more he crunched the numbers 
and learned about the tax credits and 
grants available for historic preservation 
in Colorado, the more the project made 
sense. In February 2019 Gillespie moved to 
Ouray and became the proud new owner 
of the Columbus House, with a grand plan 
to renovate it into the Imogene Hotel and 
Rooftop Bar. (The rooftop bar part was his 
dad’s – Trow Gillespie ’65 – idea.)

“I basically put everything I had into it,” 
Gillespie says. “This was all my savings going 
into this to make it work, because nobody 
was dumb enough to follow me into it.”

Serving as project developer and general 
contractor, he scored a top-notch architect 
and construction crew and launched into 
the renovation that fall. The whole thing 
was “insanely stressful,” he admitted, but his 
timing couldn’t have been more perfect.

When the Imogene Hotel and Rooftop 
Bar opened in the pandemic summer 
of 2020, the guests arrived in droves. 
Everything from the service-light business 
concept of the classy boutique hotel to the 
open-air bar seemed tailor-made for COVID 
times. 

Things haven’t slowed down since then. 
In fact, they just keep getting faster.

THE DREAM PROJECT
With the Imogene off and running, 

Gillespie took a deep breath and wondered 
what to do next. Deep inside of him, there 
was still a boy who longed to build more 

treehouses. 
“I had this idea in my mind of an eco-

village – like an eco-treehouse concept – 
that really wouldn’t go away,” he explains. 
He started looking all over the state for the 
right parcel of land where he could make it 
happen. 

After months of combing through 
computer databases, he stumbled upon 
exactly what he was looking for: a swath 
of lushly forested property called Treasure 
Mountain Ranch, nestled in the Elk 
Mountains 15 miles southwest of Aspen, 
Colorado. 

In mid-March of 2021, he rendezvoused 
there with Chris Cox, whose family had 
owned the property for over 100 years.

Gillespie was blown away by what 
he saw. The remote 750-acre-plus ranch 
boasted three miles of river frontage on the 
lovely Crystal River, world-class backcountry 
skiing terrain on the snowy north-facing 
slopes of Bear Mountain and Crystal Peak, 
the 1880s-era ghost town of Crystal, and an 
iconic wooden ruin known as the Crystal 
Mill, perched picturesquely on a rocky 
outcrop above the river – one of the most 
photographed mining relics in Colorado.

Cox had always loved the place and had 
recently gone out on a precarious financial 
limb to buy out fellow family members who 
wanted to sell it off to the highest bidder. 

Gillespie proposed partnering with Cox 
to develop a small portion of the property 
into a high-end eco-retreat while placing the 
rest under a conservation easement. Cox 
was open to the idea – if Gillespie could pull 
the financing together to come on board as 
a partner.

“This is a one-in-a-thousand chance,” 
Gillespie remembers thinking. “But man, if I 
could make it happen, it would be the dream 
project.’”
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THE ROLLER COASTER RIDE
The next several months were “a complete 

roller coaster.”
That May, he teamed with a few investors 

to buy the Hotel Ouray, a turnkey boutique 
hotel in downtown Ouray that had been 
lovingly restored by its former owners. 

Adding the larger, more established Hotel 
Ouray to his portfolio allowed Gillespie to 
merge staff and operations at the two hotels 
and to leverage his growing assets with an eye 
toward buying into the Crystal property. And 
not a moment too soon. 

“We had a couple of billionaires you’ve 
heard of who were suddenly very interested in 
the property, and I thought I’d lost it several 
times,” he recalls. 

Ultimately, though, Gillespie prevailed, 
pulling together a team of investors from 
Tennessee and Colorado at the eleventh hour. 
He and Cox shook hands on the deal in June 
2021 and became development partners.

THE GRAND PLAN
Still knee-deep in the planning phase, 

Gillespie and Cox hope to break ground in 
2025 and open for business in 2029, if all goes 
according to plan. 

Their vision for the development includes 
20 high-end rental cabins, some of which 
will be “lofted at treetop level” (a fancy term 
for treehouses), plus a lodge, farm-to-table 
restaurant, hot springs spa, and endless 
year-round opportunities for backcountry 
adventures – from snowcat skiing and 
backcountry skiing to hiking and fly fishing. 

The Crystal Mill, perched high above the Crystal River, 
will be preserved and managed by an independent 
foundation. The mill, closed in 1917, is one of the most 
photographed landmarks in Colorado.
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The proposed project includes several 
pro-environment initiatives. For starters, 
the timber-frame structures will be built of 
wood cut and milled right on site. “We’ve got 
700 acres of forest that we’ll need to thin to 
improve the ski terrain,” Gillespie pointed out. 

Under the terms of the master plan, only 
about 15 acres of the ranch would ultimately 
be developed. Gillespie and Cox have pledged 
to place about 85 percent of the property in a 
conservation easement to be protected from 
development in perpetuity. 

Likewise, they propose placing a 
historical preservation overlay on the portion 
of the property that encompasses the Crystal 
Mill and the ghost town of Crystal, while 
donating the heavily visited mill itself to an 
independent nonprofit foundation to manage, 
restore, and preserve.

The resort aims to have a zero-carbon 
footprint, utilizing massive waterfalls on the 
property to generate hydroelectricity and 
tapping natural geothermal springs to heat 
the cabins and other structures. 

“We’ve committed to be all electric,” 
Gillespie says. “As far as I know, we would be 
the first all-electric cat skiing operation in the 
world.” 

THE LESSONS LEARNED
With his pair of historic hotels in Ouray 

now in the capable hands of a full-time 
manager, Gillespie has careened headlong 
into this new project. Which is just the way he 
likes it.

“I’m not an operations guy, it turns out. 
I’m a builder,” he says.  

“And that’s why Crystal is my dream 
job. It’s not a couple of years. It’s a decade of 
building. I’m very excited, as you can probably 
tell.”

When it all gets to feeling like a bit too 
much, Gillespie sometimes thinks back to his 
lacrosse-playing days at MUS. Practice would 
start when school got out at 3:30 and typically 
last until the stars came out.

“Sometimes, Coach Dent would 
have everybody lay down and do these 
visualization drills,” Gillespie recalls. “He 
talked about Rome not being built in a day. 
And what we were doing wasn’t going to be 
built in a day. It was over years of hard work, 
and effort to be the best.”  

The Imogene Hotel Rooftop BarThe Imogene Hotel lobby Whiskey Bar

Stuart Gillespie enjoys the view from inside the 
Crystal Mill.
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Man to Fellow Man

BY JANE SCHNEIDER

How one alumnus is reaching out to help 
the men of Memphis 
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Jermiah Sharrode McCray ’95 knows 
how to overcome adversity. During 
the four years McCray spent at MUS, 

he excelled both on and off the basketball 
court, but it was on the hardwood where he 
learned an important life lesson from Coach 
Jerry Peters.

In one crucial game, McCray allowed a 
bad play to cloud his judgement. The Owls 
had come off a series of undefeated away 
games. At their next contest, despite having 
home-court advantage, one poor decision led 
to another, he says, and the team ultimately 
lost the game and their winning streak. 

Coach Peters urged his players to 
remember the importance of maintaining 
self-discipline and using adversity to become 
resilient. “Because life is full of adversity,” 
remembers McCray. “We have to learn how 
to overcome it.” 

He believes many men would identify 
with that lesson. 

Today, McCray – who now goes by 
Jermiah rather than Sharrode –works as a 
medical technician at Regional One, and he 
is always looking for ways to help others. 
The idea of producing The Brotherhood 
Showcase – a networking and community-
building event scheduled for October 14 and 
15 at Agricenter International – took root 
seven years ago, after he had attended the 
popular Sisterhood Showcase in Downtown 
Memphis. 

Working at a medical lab and doing 
plumbing work on the side, McCray sought 
to network with other professionals and 
perhaps gather some leads, but he found 
surprisingly little designed to enrich the lives 
of men. It occurred to him that there is an 
opportunity to help men who want to better 
their lives. 

“There are so many men in Memphis 
who are undereducated, men who’ve 
struggled with addiction, men who have a 
business but need to network with other 
professionals,” says McCray. “Many men in 
Memphis need those opportunities.”  

He decided to create an inclusive event 
that would help men connect with jobs, 
educational opportunities, and social service 
agencies.  

 “I’m a nondenominational Christian. I 
feel like life isn’t just about sitting on one’s 
talents but helping your fellow man,” the 
46-year-old says. “We hope the showcase 
will appeal to men of all races and ethnic 

groups. We want people to feel comfortable 
with each other. We want to spark unity and 
growth for the city.” 

McCray registered The Brotherhood 
Showcase as a nonprofit several years ago 
with the aim of launching in 2020.  

Then COVID-19 struck, and personal 
tragedy followed: McCray’s apartment 
building caught fire while he was at work 
during the ice storm of February 2021, and 
he lost 95 percent of his belongings in the 
blaze. Because of the devastation, he had to 
move in with his father to get back on his feet.   

Adversity did not deter McCray, 
however. He regrouped and continued 
planning the showcase. He hired Power 
Media Solutions, a PR and marketing team, 
to help build his website, find vendors, and 
identify ways to share the news. Joining him 
are Dedicated Senior Medical Center, Latino 
Memphis, and Baptist Memorial Hospital; 
MUS also has signed on as a sponsor.

Although McCray has never produced 
an event like this before, entrepreneurship 
runs in the family. His grandfather, a farmer 
in Blytheville, was also the operator of a cafe 
and a cleaning service. He hopes to follow in 
his footsteps. 

“He was a leader in his community,” 
McCray says proudly. 

McCray is also planning a job fair 
at the showcase, where representatives 
from a variety of companies will be on 
hand to speak with attendees and take job 
applications. Additionally, there will be 
representatives from support services and 
mental health resources, plus shopping, 
entertainment, as well as health and 
wellness screenings.  

McCray says his time at MUS did much 
to prepare him for life. Ellis Haguewood, 
English and Bible teacher who served as 
headmaster from 1995-2017, became a 
mentor. 

“He was my first English teacher and 
was a solid rock to me,” McCray says. “He was 
welcoming and treated me like everyone else.”  

McCray had attended public school 
before enrolling at MUS, and Haguewood 
guided him during summer school as he 
prepared for the fall term. 

“He supported me and showed me 
through his actions that I could do the work,” 
he says. “He saw who I was. Mr. Haguewood 
saw my potential.”

McCray attended MUS four years and 
finished his junior year before moving to 
California. He has returned to his alma 
mater recently to participate in Civic 
Service Organization drive-through food-
distribution events. 

“We have to extend a hand,” McCray 
says. “We have to show we can co-exist 
and live together and build up the city of 
Memphis.”  

The Brotherhood Showcase takes place 
Friday, October 14, and Saturday, October 
15, at the Agricenter International. The event 
runs from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. A comedy show 
is also scheduled at the Comedy Junt Friday 
night starting at 8 p.m. The venue, which offers 
stand-up and improv comedy, is located at 
4330 American Way. For more information, 
visit thebrotherhoodshowcase.com.

From the 1994 yearbook: "Eying a Red Devil with a 
confident stare, Sharrode McCray prepares for the 
steal."
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Class of 2022 
Graduates to 

‘What Comes Next’

Photos by Wendy Adams14   l   MUS TODAY  SUMMER 2022   



First storm clouds rolled in. Then the 
wind kicked up. Then rain pelted the 
roof of Ross Lynn Arena. As family 

and friends lined up in the Wunderlich 
Lobby May 15 for Commencement, the 
maintenance crew aided by faculty and staff 
worked swiftly to finish moving the stage 
and chairs from Stokes Stadium to the arena. 

After a morning Baccalaureate 
ceremony with Hutchison School at 
Second Presbyterian Church, the Memphis 
University School Class of 2022 was ready to 
receive their diplomas in the stadium under 
the evening sky. It would have marked the 
third outdoor ceremony since COVID-19 
altered festivities in 2020, but when the 
weather forecast predicted a wet and 
lightning-filled twilight, Headmaster Pete 
Sanders made the call to initiate Plan B and 
move the ceremony into the gym for the first 
time.

The Class of 2022 didn’t seem to mind 
when plans changed at the drop of a mortar 
board cap. These 92 students had overcome 
obstacles throughout their school careers, 
including the challenges of dealing with the 
pandemic since sophomore year. 

“You are an extraordinary group of 
young men, and you are well prepared 
for the next chapter,” Sanders would tell 
the candidates. “Part of your education 
has involved the lessons learned from the 
pandemic – the ability to adapt and find 
opportunity in challenging situations. You 
prevailed, and your accomplishments speak 
volumes.”

The ceremony opened with the 
Memphis Pipe Band leading the candidates 
in a procession around the arena. Following 
an invocation by Student Council Co-
Chaplain Nash Kaye, Salutatorian Collin 
Craft greeted the assembly and thanked 
family and friends for their support 
throughout the years. When he reflects on 
the Upper School years, he said, he does not 
focus on the challenges. 

“I remember a great group of resilient 
guys who were there for each other. That 
unity and love defines this class. MUS, to 
me, will forever be a community of talented 
people who are driven to make the world 
around them a better place. MUS is where 
students and faculty learn more from each 
other and from their friendships than they 
do from books. … It has been an honor to 
call you my classmates and my friends,” Craft 
said, concluding, “I love you guys!”

Beg To Differ, under the direction 
of Matt Tutor ’91, sang a barbershop 
arrangement of – ironically – Mr. Blue Sky, 
and then Valedictorian Forest Rudd took 
the podium, continuing the theme of class 
unity and support.

“For the past four years, we have 
poured our hearts and souls into school, 
sports, friendships, college applications, 
and so much more,” Rudd said. “It hasn’t 
always been easy. We all experienced fits 
of frustration and spits of anger. But we 
persevered. And after four years of working 
hard together, playing together, suffering 
together, and learning together, we have 
made it to the finish line.” 

Rudd recalled a game that students 
had played in Mr. Shelley Harrison’s ’86 
Literature and the Fantastic class called 
“What Comes Next” where an actor must act 

out a scene at the direction of his classmates. 
“My challenge to you, the Class of 2022, 

is to pursue your dreams wholeheartedly 
with no regrets,” Rudd said. “We are the 
actors. The scene could lead anywhere. But, 
unlike in my English class, we all have a 
voice in our next line. We can direct our own 
paths. So create that path with confidence.”

Then as the students walked across 
the stage, Assistant Headmaster Barry 
Ray announced their names while Board 
of Trustees Chair Jim Burnett ’83 and 
Headmaster Sanders presented the 
diplomas. Faculty members bestowed 
awards to students (see page 16), and 
Senior Class President Edward Grinder 
announced the recipient of the John M. Nail 
Outstanding Teaching Award: Instructor in 
History Jason Peters ’88 (see page 24).

In his closing remarks, Sanders noted 
that the MUS diploma is proof of the 
graduates’ resilience, perseverance, and 
adaptability. He echoed Rudd’s theme when 
he said, “It is your ticket to what comes 
next.”

“What comes next?” is the natural 
question every high school senior asks 
in the months leading up to graduation. 
College admission is a commonplace topic 
well before graduation gowns are sized. The 
culmination of their MUS journey means 
that 92 young men soon will matriculate 
to 49 colleges or universities in 25 different 
states. 

The ceremony marking this passage 
closed with singing the MUS Hymn and the 
Benediction by Honor Council President 
McRae Dickinson.

The class celebrated with the tossing 
of caps before recessing to the Dining Hall 
for a reception. Finally, the evening that had 
begun with lightning piercing the clouds 
concluded with fireworks illuminating the 
clear night sky. 

And with that, the Class of 2022 was off, 
prepared to tackle whatever comes next.  

Kerry Zhao

Beg To Differ, under the direction of Matt Tutor '91, 
sings Mr. Blue Sky.

Evan Jones, Johnathan Ray, Turner Bishop, 
Vincent Ores, Simeon Betapudi, and Talal Siddiq

Patrick Gavin, right, congratulates fellow 
graduates.

Chair of the Science Department 
Lee Loden and his son, West Loden

Photos by Wendy Adams 15



Graduation Awards
At 2022 Commencement May 15, faculty members presented the following awards:

VALEDICTORIAN AWARD
Forest Rudd
This award is presented to the 
senior with the highest average 
over eight semesters of work  
at MUS. 

SALUTATORIAN AWARD
Collin Craft
This award is presented to the 
senior with the second highest 
average over eight semesters of 
work at MUS. 

MARK COOPER POWELL 
MEMORIAL AWARD
Clayton Nearn, Daniel Peoples
This award is given in memory 
of Mark Cooper Powell ’80 
by his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Edward L. Powell. It is given 
to the graduates who, through 
persistence and courage during 
their careers at MUS, have 
shown the greatest development 
of character and scholarship.

SCOTT MILLER REMBERT  
SENIOR SERVICE AWARD
Reece Needham
This award, established by 
family and friends, is made in 
memory of Scott Miller Rembert 
’70. It goes to those seniors who 
have shown the most unselfish 
service to the school.

LEIGH W. MACQUEEN  
DEAN’S CUP FOR  
ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
Kerry Zhao
Named in 1998 in honor of the 
first academic dean of MUS, 
Leigh Windsor MacQueen, this 
award was originally donated by 
Mr. and Mrs. MacQueen in 1967. 
The award is given to a graduate 
who, based on his academic 
record and his performance 
on both a written and an oral 
examination, has demonstrated 
a high level of academic 
achievement along with a 
marked depth of intellectual 
maturity and curiosity and who, 
in the minds of the examining 
committee, has indicated sound 
intellectual attainment.

D. EUGENE THORN 
AWARD
Jordan Infeld, West Loden, 
Garner Uhlhorn, Coleman 
Whitehead, Kerry Zhao 
This award is given in memory 
of D. Eugene Thorn, the school’s 
headmaster from 1978 to 
1992. It is presented to those 
members of the senior class who 
best demonstrate the dignity, 
integrity, humility, and sincerity 
that characterized Mr. Thorn’s 
years as coach, teacher, and 
headmaster at MUS.

ROSS MCCAIN LYNN 
AWARD
Turner Bishop, Matthew 
Mellone, Forest Rudd, Witt 
Smith
This award is given in memory of 
Ross McCain Lynn, the school’s 
headmaster from 1955 to 1978. 
It recognizes distinction in the 
areas of school citizenship, 
leadership, service, and 
character.

FACULTY CUP FOR 
GENERAL EXCELLENCE
McRae Dickinson 
This is the highest honor given 
to a member of the graduating 
class. With outstanding 
leadership and strength of 
character, the recipient of the 
Faculty Cup has earned the 
highest respect of his peers 
and teachers for the generous 
contributions of his time, talent, 
and energy to the school and its 
ideals. 

Valedictorian Forest Rudd Salutatorian Collin Craft

Faculty Cup recipient  
McRae Dickinson

Lynn Award recipients Turner Bishop, 
Matthew Mellone, Witt Smith, and 
Forest Rudd

Dean's Cup recipient Kerry Zhao

Thorn Award recipients Kerry Zhao, 
Coleman Whitehead, Garner Uhlhorn, 
West Loden, and Jordan Infeld

Powell awardees Clayton Nearn 
and Daniel Peoples

Rembert Service Award recipient 
Reece Needham
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WILLIAM D. JEMISON III 
AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE 
IN DRAMATICS 
West Loden

BRESCIA AWARD FOR 
UNSELFISH SERVICE IN 
DRAMATICS 
Reece Needham

CHORAL MUSIC AWARD 
FOR EXCELLENCE 
West Loden

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE 
Samuel Lim

ART AWARD
Mohammad Husein

SHELTON-THOMPSON 
ENGLISH AWARD
Simeon Betapudi

RUSSELL JOHNSON 
CREATIVE WRITING AWARD
Jacob Zamore

FRENCH AWARD
Edward Grinder

WAYNE E. DUFF LATIN 
AWARD
Forest Rudd

SPANISH AWARD
 Jacob Musicante

H. JERRY PETERS HISTORY 
AWARD
Simeon Betapudi

CHRISTA GREEN WARNER 
MATHEMATICS AWARD
Kerry Zhao

MARGARET OWEN CATMUR 
SCIENCE AWARD
Noah Emmert, Evan Jones

RELIGION AWARD
Dex Jack, Vincent Ores, Garner 
Uhlhorn

AWARD FOR 
DISTINGUISHED 
COMMUNITY SERVICE
Turner Bishop

DEWITT M. SHY, JR. MOCK 
TRIAL AWARD
Turner Bishop, Forest Rudd

Senior Awards
Class of 2022 family members joined students and faculty in 
Hyde Chapel April 20 for the Senior Academic Awards Program. 
Faculty members presented the following awards to seniors.

Athletics Awards

Senior Academic 
Awards recipients, 
front, Simeon 
Betapudi, Edward 
Grinder, Forest Rudd, 
Turner Bishop, Evan 
Jones, Noah Emmert, 
and Reece Needham; 
back, West Loden, 
Garner Uhlhorn, 
Dex Jack, 
Vincent Ores, Samuel 
Lim, Kerry Zhao, 
Jacob Musicante, and 
Mohammad Husein; 
not pictured:  
Jacob Zamore

AL WRIGHT CHRISTIAN 
CHARACTER AWARD
Clayton Nearn

PAUL T. GILLESPIE 
SCHOLAR-ATHLETE 
AWARD  
Witt Smith

JAMES R. HAYGOOD, III 
BEST ALL-AROUND 
ATHLETE AWARD 
Hunter Barnes and Mac Owen

LEE MURRAY SPIRIT 
AWARD  
Mrs. Julia DeBardeleben
Lower School Administrative 
Assistant from 2000-21

Clayton Nearn Witt Smith

Hunter Barnes Mac Owen Julia DeBardeleben
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20222022

49
Colleges of matriculationColleges of matriculation

41
Advanced Placement Class of Advanced Placement Class of 
2022 honorees2022 honorees
6 AP Scholar6 AP Scholar
5 AP Scholar with Honor5 AP Scholar with Honor
30 AP Scholar with Distinction30 AP Scholar with Distinction

92%
of AP exams resulted in of AP exams resulted in 
score of 3, 4, or 5score of 3, 4, or 5
(through 2021)(through 2021)

16
Recognized by National Merit Recognized by National Merit 
ScholarScholarship Corporationship Corporation

5
College Board National African College Board National African 
American Recognition ScholarsAmerican Recognition Scholars

46%
Scored 30 or higher on ACTScored 30 or higher on ACT

1470
Average SATAverage SAT

139139139139
colleges and universities 

in 37 states and the 
District of  Columbia

2022202220222022
Class of 

Accepted to 

18   l   MUS TODAY  SUMMER 2022   



20222022Not pictured: 
Pierce Ledbetter ’85; Cavett Ostner ’93 and Gryffin Ostner ’22; 
Dan Shell ’90 and William Shell ’22

 

Generations Celebrated at Luncheon
Seniors gathered with their alumni fathers and grandfathers for the annual Legacy Luncheon. 

   

James Allen ’22,
Bo Allen ’86

William Halliday ’22,  
Bubba Halliday ’82

Jim Barton ’85, James 
Barton ’22, Jim Barton ’61  

Webb Daniel ’22,  
Ben Daniel ’86  

Brett Grinder ’91, Edward 
Grinder ’22, Alex Wellford ’60

    

Jeff Harris ’81,  
Andrew Harris ’22

John Monaghan ’85,  
John Monaghan ’22

Evans Jack ’84,  
Dex Jack ’22

Scott P. Ledbetter ’22, 
Scott Ledbetter ’60

Tom Marshall ’77,  
Oscar Marshall ’22

    

Clayton Nearn ’22,  
Bryan Nearn ’59

Gil Uhlhorn ’93,  
Garner Uhlhorn ’22

Nick Ross ’22,  
Jack Ross ’87

Fred Schaeffer ’88, 
Fred Schaeffer ’22

Will Pittman ’22,  
Tim Treadwell ’64

Jack Zanone ’22,  
Philip Zanone ’86
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Ayo Adebiyi 
University of Chicago

James Allen 
University of Mississippi

Hunter Barnes 
University of Tennessee-Knoxville

James Barton 
Texas Christian University

Simeon Betapudi 
Belmont University

Chris Bird 
Cornell University

Turner Bishop 
Clemson University

Daniel Boatright 
University of Mississippi

Will Camp 
University of Mississippi

Felix Campbell 
Sewanee: The University of the South

Will Chandler 
Case Western Reserve University

J.D. Clorina 
University of Tennessee-Knoxville

Collin Craft 
Duke University

Brooks Croone 
University of Colorado Boulder

Evans Culpepper 
University of Mississippi

Webb Daniel 
University of Mississippi

McRae Dickinson 
Auburn University

Dean DiMento 
High Point University

Noah Emmert 
Miami University

Will Fraser 
University of Colorado Boulder

Owen Fussell 
University of Alabama

Patrick Gavin 
Denison University

Rithvik Giledi 
University of Tennessee-Knoxville

Edward Grinder 
University of Virginia

William Halliday 
Auburn University

George Hamsley 
Louisiana State University

Andrew Harris 
Elon University

Kyler Herring 
Davidson College

Mark Hieatt 
University of Notre Dame

Hays Hurdle 
University of Mississippi

Mohammad Husein 
University of Tennessee-Knoxville

Jordan Infeld 
University of Michigan

Dex Jack 
Purdue University

Zion James 
Columbia University

Will Jenks 
University of Alabama

Evan Jones 
University of Oklahoma

Nash Kaye 
Butler University

Andrew Kerr 
Hendrix College

Loro Lado 
United States Military Academy  
West Point

Cole Latkovic 
Texas Christian University

Scott Ledbetter 
University of Mississippi

Alex Li 
Rice University

Samuel Lim 
Emory University

West Loden 
Mississippi State University

Oscar Marshall 
University of Colorado Boulder

Matthew Mellone 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

KJ Milan 
University of Tennessee-Knoxville

Class of 2022 Matriculations 
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John Monaghan 
University of Arkansas

Jacob Musicante 
Rhodes College

Clayton Nearn 
University of Mississippi

Reece Needham 
Indiana University-Bloomington

John Nelson 
University of Arkansas

Vincent Ores 
Brown University

Gryffin Ostner 
Louisiana State University

Mac Owen 
University of Mississippi

Daniel Peoples 
University of Tennessee-Knoxville

Will Pittman 
Auburn University 
Jace Ra 
Saint Louis University

Hamza Ranjha 
University of Tennessee-Knoxville

Ricky Ransom 
University of Wisconsin-Madison

Johnathan Ray 
University of Chicago

Colby Ring 
University of Alabama

Nick Ross 
University of Mississippi

Forest Rudd 
Duke University

Jack Ryan 
Arizona State University

David Sabin 
Indiana University-Bloomington

Nelson Saenz 
Southern Methodist University

Fred Schaeffer 
University of Mississippi

Evan Schrier 
Northeastern University

Baron Scifres 
University of Arkansas

William Shell 
University of Mississippi

Clarkson Shoaf 
University of Alabama

Talal Siddiq 
Rhodes College

Kevlar Singh 
Saint Louis University

Caleb Skinner 
Louisiana State University

Witt Smith 
University of Virginia

Luke Snider 
Valparaiso University

Weston Southerland 
University of Arkansas

Coy Stiles 
University of Mississippi

Garner Uhlhorn 
Dartmouth College

Micah Unowsky 
Ithaca College

Jack Varner 
Texas Christian University

Porter Webber 
Mississippi State University

Henry Weeks 
University of Tennessee-Knoxville

Coleman Whitehead 
Duke University

Hayes Wilkinson 
Auburn University

Chris Yarbro 
Tulane University

Jake Yarbrough 
University of Tennessee-Knoxville

Tyler Ybarra 
Baylor University

Jacob Zamore 
Chapman University

Jack Zanone 
University of Denver

Kerry Zhao 
University of Pennsylvania
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review

he biography of Ernest 
Hemingway by Wylie Graham 
McLallen ’69 is the first 
I’ve read that compares 

Hemingway’s influence on modern literature 
to Elvis Presley’s influence on music. Both 
artists, McLallen asserts, “rock[ed] the world 
with a new form of art.” In the first of two 
volumes, Unbridled Dreamer (Sunbury Press, 
April 2021), McLallen also conjures the 
mythic power of the Mississippi River, which 
Hemingway saw for the first time in 1917 
from a train. Hemingway wrote:

“The river seemed to move solidly 
downstream, not to flow but to move like 
a solid, shifting lake, swirling a little where 
the abutments of the bridge jutted out. 
Mark Twain, Huck Finn, [and] Tom Sawyer 
… crowded each other in [his] mind as 
he looked up the fat, brown plain of the 
slow-moving water. Anyhow I’ve seen the 
Mississippi, he thought happily to himself.” 

Initially, I didn’t realize that McLallen 
would dwell so deeply in every stage of 
Hemingway’s life, so when his luxuriously 
slow description of Hadley Hemingway’s 
hopes for her marriage to Ernest continued 
well past the first book’s midpoint, I was 
delighted. Hadley usually gets short shrift 
in biographies about her husband. Not so in 
McLallen’s work. 

Rather than make sense of this first 
(of four) marriages from Hemingway’s 
perspective, as Hemingway himself did in 
the beautiful, yet saccharine memoir, A 
Moveable Feast (1964), McLallen lets Hadley 
explain using her letters to him, written 
while falling in love in the early 1920s, as 
well as interviews she gave later in life. The 
woman remembering a husband with some 
emotional detachment more than 50 years 
after the end of the marriage and more than 

10 years following Hemingway’s suicide 
has a surprisingly sympathetic perspective 
on the man to whom she was married. 
She remembers that she wrote, shortly 
before their wedding, these words: “Oh, Mr. 
Hemingway. How I love you. How exciting 
you are.”

If you want to slow down and sink into 
the lives of the people closely connected 
to Hemingway, like Hadley, Sherwood 
Anderson, Ezra Pound, and Gertrude Stein, 

you’ll appreciate the time McLallen takes to 
flesh out these relationships. In addition, he 
carefully paints the places so formative to 
Hemingway – Oak Park, Michigan; Chicago; 
and Paris. 

Volume I concludes with the well-
known story of Hadley’s accidentally losing 
her husband’s only manuscripts on a train, 
an event about which McLallen adds 
these words: “He would recover from this 
heartbreaking loss. His confidence would 
quickly recover too. The most damaging 
effect was to his marriage. His trust and 
faith in Hadley were not destroyed, but it 
would never be so certain and sure as before. 
Hadley would feel the pain of losing the 
manuscripts for the rest of her long life.”

The second volume of this extended 
biography, A Man of Modern Letters (Sunbury 

Press, March 2022), picks up with the 
arrival of baby Bumby while the family 
made ends meet in Toronto. A proud father 
and husband at this time, Hemingway was 
working on his first collection of short 
stories, In Our Time. He asserted that he had 
“discovered a new form of writing.” This is an 
example of the many levels of satisfaction 
for the reader: McLallen delves as deeply 
into analysis of Hemingway’s fiction – the 
struggle and joy to write it, the business 

to publish it – as he does details of the 
Hemingways’ personal lives. In addition, 
McLallen offers literary criticism of these 
works. 

If you’re a fan of The Sun Also Rises, 
as I am, A Man of Modern Letters should 
be on your bedside table. As much as I’ve 
read about that novel, I’ve never enjoyed a 
more comprehensive, thorough discussion 
of the people and events that inspired it. 
That Hemingway dedicated the novel to 
Hadley and gave her the royalties from it 
in the divorce settlement is either a sweet 
or repulsive detail, as is the fate of a Miro 
painting. 

The Farm had been a birthday gift to 
her from him, but she let him have it in the 
end because he seemed so sad carting her 
belongings out of their tiny apartment on 

T
BY ELIZABETH CROSBY 

 
McLallen Delves Deeply into the Life of Hemingway

“ ”
He would recover from this heartbreaking loss. 
His confidence would quickly recover too. The most 
damaging effect was to his marriage.

-Wylie McLallen on Hadley Hemingway's 
loss of her husband's manuscripts
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Notre-Dame-Des-Champs in Paris, where 
they had been so happy. Of the painting, 
Hemingway said that it “combin[ed] in one 
picture all that you felt about Spain when 
you were there and all that you felt when you 
were away and could not go there.” 

McLallen encourages our mixed feelings 
about this man all along the way. Fans of 
other Lost Generation artists in Paris will 
appreciate the same thoughtful, detailed 
writing about Scott and Zelda Fitzgerald, 
Gertrude Stein, and Sara and Gerald Murphy. 

That Hadley made a separate peace with 
Hemingway and his second wife, Pauline 
Pfeiffer, in Chartres Cathedral spoke to 
me. This is where McLallen leaves us at the 
end of Volume II –leaving me wanting to 
read more installments. However, he is not 
planning additional Hemingway books at 
this point (“unless the publisher asks me 
to”). He already has begun researching his 
next work, a book on another cultural icon, 
Jimi Hendrix. 

To learn more about McLallen and his 
books, visit tinyurl.com/wmclallen and 
wyliemclallen.com.  

Elizabeth Crosby has taught the course 
WWI and the Lost Generation to seven groups 
of MUS in Europe students who have followed 
in the footsteps of Jake Barnes in The Sun 
Also Rises – from Lost Generation Paris, to 
fishing in Burguete, to bullfights in Pamplona, 
and finally to a “deep dive” (Hemingway) in 
San Sebastian. She is the Director of MUS in 
Europe and Chair of the English Department. Wylie McLallen at his desk, where he will be researching and 

writing his next projects, including a book on Jimi Hendrix
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very day for the last decade, 
Jason Peters ’88 has walked 
into the same office.

Every day he has been 
surrounded by mementos of MUS history 
that span seven decades and involve every 
facet of the school, from academics to 
athletics.

Some belong to Jason. Others, however, 
belong to another Coach Peters – his dad, 
the late Jerry Peters, who occupied the 
same office toward the end of his 52-year 
career as a teacher and coach at MUS.

“I walked into an office that was full of 
52 years of coaching and teaching accolades, 
and all of them had my last name on it,” 
Peters said. “All of it remains in there to this 
day. It should never be removed.”

From inhabiting the same office to 
teaching American Government and 
coaching basketball, Peters shares many 
traits with his father, who passed away in 
2018. Another similarity was added to the 
long list this May. Peters was selected by the 
Class of 2022 as this year’s recipient of the 
John M. Nail Outstanding Teaching Award, 
joining his father who was chosen for the 
award by the Class of 2004.

“I was really surprised by it,” Peters 
said. “It means a lot because when I go and 
look at the names of all the teachers on that 
plaque, I don’t feel like I’m in their category. 
Many of those people are the same ones who 
mentored me when I was a student. But I’ll 
certainly accept it!”

McRae Dickinson ’22 felt the impact of 
Coach Peters’ teaching.

“Coach Peters brings a unique energy to 
the classroom,” Dickinson said. “He engages 
students by applying the government topics 
to real life. He is excellent at relating to each 
student and inspiring them do their best 
every day. He is most deserving of the Nail 

Award.”
Peters has been linked to 6191 Park 

Avenue since birth – his family even moved 
into one of the campus homes when he was 
in seventh grade. As a child he would sit 
at the end of his dad’s bench as the water 
boy at varsity basketball games. He was a 
multisport athlete at MUS while working his 
dad’s basketball camps every summer, a job 
that continued through his time as a student 
at Rhodes College.

Upon graduating from college with a 
degree in political science, Peters taught at 
Germantown High School for three years 
before being hired as the head basketball 
coach at Lausanne Collegiate School. 
Peters led the Lynx to their first region title 
and state-championship appearance in 
2003 while coaching players such as future 
Memphis Grizzlies star Marc Gasol and the 
son of Los Angeles Laker Jerry West, Johnny 
West.

During his time at Lausanne, Peters 
faced his dad and alma mater eight times. 
“He won four, and I won four,” Peters said. 
“After that, we called it a draw.”

The most memorable contest between 
the father-son duo of coaches was in 2003, 
when the Owls and Lynx faced off for the 
region championship. The younger Peters 
got the better of his dad.

“We won rather convincingly,” Peters 
said. “After the game, everyone had left, and 
I sat in the locker room and felt terrible. I 
went to my dad’s house that night, and he 
answered the door. He gave me a big hug and 
said, ‘That was awesome! Y’all killed us, but 
I’m really proud of you.’ That was a special 
moment.” 

Following a stint at Out-of-Door 
Academy in Florida, Peters returned to 
MUS in 2011. He teaches Honors and AP 
American Government as well as an elective 
in Media Politics. He also coaches seventh-
grade basketball, in addition to Lower 
School and junior varsity golf.

He continues the long history of winning 
passed down from his dad, as his teams 
compiled a record of 59-1-1 in the 2021-22 
academic year with three championships.

Over the years, the lessons taught by 
his former teachers and coaches – many of 
whom are now his colleagues and fellow Nail 

Award recipients – remain with him as he 
teaches the next generations of Owls.

“It’s kind of strange when I get to sit 
around at the lunch table with Coach 
Counce, my junior varsity basketball coach 
and high school math teacher; Coach 
Ray, my seventh-grade history teacher; 
Coach Askew, my ninth-grade basketball 
coach; Coach Alston, my track coach; 

E

Like Father, Like Teacher 
Seniors Choose Jason Peters for Nail Award
BY DANIEL BLACK ’18 

“
”

Coach Peters brings a unique energy to the classroom. 
He engages students by applying the government topics to 
real life. He is excellent at relating to each student and 
inspiring them to do their best every day.

-McRae Dickinson ’22
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Mr. Thompson, and the list goes on and on,” 
Peters said. “All of those out-of-classroom 
lessons and experiences influence my 
teaching and coaching. If you think about 
it, from Coach Rudolph to Coach Alston 
to my dad, those are some pretty legendary 
coaches that I got to work under or be 
around quite often, and there’s not a game 
or a practice that goes by where I don’t 
incorporate something that those guys 
taught me into what we’re doing.”  

The John M. Nail Outstanding Teaching 
Award was established in 1988 in memory of 
John M. Nail by his former students. Mr. Nail 
taught English and history at MUS in the late 
1950’s, instilling in his students an enduring 
“love of learning.” Nominations for the John 
M. Nail Outstanding Teaching Award are 
made each year by a Selection Committee of 
student leaders from the Senior Class, and the 
recipient of the Outstanding Teaching Award 
is determined by a majority vote of the Senior 
Class.

From the 1988 yearbook: "Bringing the ball over the 10-second line, point 

guard Jason Peters prepares to set up the Owl attack. As captain, Jason 

provided excellent leadership and led the team in assists with 216 and 

steals with 81."

Kyler Herring ’22 gives Nail Award recipient Jason Peters ’88  a congratulatory fist bump at Commencement. 

Peters and his 2012-13 Lower School fall, 
winter, and spring sports teams went 
undefeated with a combined record of 53 
wins and 0 losses, including 9 league and 
invitational tournament championships.
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ankin Fowlkes has served 
Memphis University School as 
director of business operations 
since 2005, providing leadership 

in financial matters and managing the 
school’s nine buildings and 94-acre campus. 
At the faculty luncheon in May, Headmaster 
Pete Sanders recognized Fowlkes for his 
contributions to the school by awarding 
him the 2022 Jean Barbee Hale Award for 
Outstanding Service. The award is given 
each year to a staff member who exhibits 
the same qualities and spirit of Jean Barbee 
Hale – outstanding loyalty, responsibility, 
dedication, and commitment to excellence 
in service to the school.

Ben Hale, who passed away in January 
2021, established the award in 1998 to 
honor his wife’s 24 years of service as a staff 
member. The Hales sent three sons to MUS, 
Scott ’78, Dennis ’80, and Steve ’84. Ben, 
along with family members, had faithfully 
attended the award presentation nearly 
every year. 

“Ben’s presence is missed,” Headmaster 
Sanders said. “With us today are Steve 
Hale, his wife, Karen, and their daughters, 
Lauren Goff and Lindsay Hale. We are deeply 
grateful for your generosity and for all your 
family has done for MUS.”

In presenting the award, Sanders said, 
“Rankin is a behind-the-scenes guy who 
keeps us on track financially and helps 
make business matters understandable. 
He works in administration but also with 
our discerning trustees. Rankin teaches 
Economics, Principles of Management, and 
has been a coach at the school.”

Bob Fockler ’77, president of the 
Community Foundation of Greater Memphis 
and member of the MUS Board Finance 
Committee, praised Fowlkes’ skill and 
dedication.

“Rankin expertly plans and directs an 
$18 million operating budget, producing rave 
reviews from our auditors in the process. 

But he also manages the school’s nearly $3 
million in financial aid awards and oversees 
our $23 million physical plant, with its 
perpetual new building projects and endless 
maintenance tasks.

“He is a consummate professional and, 
for me, an infinitely reliable partner.”

Headmaster Emeritus Ellis L. 
Haguewood had this to say about his 
director of business operations from 2005 
to 2017: “With an exceptional work ethic 
and an uncompromising attention to 
detail, Rankin has controlled financial aid 
and tuition increases, managed a large 
endowment, refinanced debt incurred 
from capital improvements, created a 
culture of loyalty and trust with a diverse 
group (financial, maintenance, custodial, 
cafeteria, and outsourced workers), and 
overseen a master landscaping plan for 
a 94-acre campus – all to the school’s 
strategic advantage. Our Board of Trustees, 
comprising some of the most successful 
financial minds in Memphis, trust him 
unreservedly, as do I.”

Active in the community, Fowlkes 
helped start Boy Scout Troop 81 in 2002, 
and he has continued to serve the group in 
various capacities for 17 years. He is an Eagle 
Scout and his two sons, Sam Fowlkes ’14 

and Tom Fowlkes ’16, both earned their 
Eagle rank with the troop.

For the past 30 years, he has taken 
a week annually to serve Palmer Home 
for Children through a camping ministry 
called Camp Palmer. He has served as a 
camp counselor, tennis coach, and skit 
team member. An elder at Independent 
Presbyterian Church, he has taught an 
adult Sunday school class for many years. In 
addition, he is on the Memphis Young Life 
Golf Tournament Committee, and he served 
for many years as a volunteer for Young Life 
in Memphis, a religious ministry for high 
school students.

Closer to home, he recently started 
faculty and staff Pickleball tournaments in 
Todd-Snowden Gym, teaching the game and 
planning the rotations for weekly play. 

Fowlkes is also the school troubadour, 
of sorts, as he has been known to compose 
lyrical tributes to colleagues in verse and 
song. At Halloween he goes all out with his 
staff, dressing according to a common theme 
– with a curly black wig, he made a killer 
Greg Brady for their Brady Bunch ensemble a 
few years ago. 

Headmaster Sanders succinctly 
summarized Fowlkes’ many roles: “There is a 
lot he does that keeps our culture going.”  

R
Fowlkes Receives Hale Award for Outstanding Service

Hale Award recipient Rankin Fowlkes with, from left, Lindsay Hale, Steve Hale, Karen Hale, and Lauren Goff
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arbara Presley, who worked 
with quiet and caring efficiency 
as a library assistant in the 
Joseph R. Hyde, Jr. Library 

Learning Center for 24 years, retired in May. 
A certified archives manager, she served as 
the school archivist for the last four years, 
collecting and cataloguing articles, photos, 
videos, and artifacts that tell the school’s 
history since 1893. 

“I always felt privileged to work 
for MUS,” Presley says, “and I especially 
appreciated the wonderful people!”

Faculty Emerita Bonnie Barnes, former 
director of Hyde Library, worked with 
Presley for 22 years. “From day one I felt 
like I could always count on Barbara, and 
it occurs to me that her humility, wisdom, 
competence, creativity, perceptiveness, and 
depth of character are not often found in a 
single person,” Barnes says. “She is an artist, 
a cheerful worker, a helpful friend, and a 
kind-hearted soul.”

Director of Hyde Library Wendy 
Trenthem expressed a similar impression. “I 
am so grateful that Barbara’s nearly quarter-
of-a-century tenure at MUS overlapped with 
my era by one year. In this short time, I have 
gotten to know her as a dedicated historian 
who loves not only MUS but also the rich 
and complex history of Memphis and the 
Mid-South.”

A person who preferred being behind 
the scenes, Presley performed myriad 
daily tasks that kept the library running – 
ordering books and materials, bookkeeping, 
checking out books, assembling displays 
and holiday decorations, serving food, and 
countless other jobs. 

“Her work in the Harkins Archives 
consisted of careful and persistent grouping 
and storage of digital assets and boxing of 
physical items, ensuring that we can tell the 
story of MUS even as that story continues to 
unfold,” Trenthem says.

Presley studied art and architectural 

engineering before earning a liberal studies 
degree in English and art studies from the 
University of Memphis. However, much 
of her education has come from learning 
on her own. A skilled, self-taught clothing 
designer and seamstress, she has created 
custom special-occasion clothing, including 
bridesmaid and flower girl dresses and 
white graduation dresses for St. Mary’s 
and Hutchison girls. She has designed and 
constructed theater costumes, created 
ceremonial banners for Rhodes College 
classes, and made quilts and window 
treatments. In partnership with her sister, 
Presley created and marketed herbal and 
gardening products. 

She has been married to Paul Presley for 
nearly 45 years, and their son Will Presley 
graduated from MUS in 2004. They have two 
grandchildren.

“Barbara is multi-talented as a 
seamstress, artist, and cook,” Trenthem 

says. “I have heard so much about dresses 
and costumes she designed and sewed, 
and I can’t wait to see how she expresses 
her artistic talents when she has more free 
time.”  

B
Presley Retires from Hyde Library

”
“It occurs to me that 

her humility, wisdom, 
competence, creativity, 

perceptiveness, and depth 
of character are not often 
found in a single person.

-Faculty Emerita  
Bonnie Barnes

Barbara Presley’s family, from left, sister and brother-in-law Evelyn and Phil Mosley, Paul and Barbara Presley, son 
Will Presley ’04 and his wife, Emily Berkey; in front, grandson Milo Presley

27



FA C U LT Y  N E W S

Editor’s note: Chair of the Department of 
Classical and Modern Languages Ryan 
Sellers delivered this tribute to his colleague 
Marilyn Reinhardt at the year-end faculty 
luncheon. 

or the engraving on Marilyn 
Reinhardt’s faculty chair, we 
selected a quotation from 
Vergil’s Aeneid – dux fēmina factī 

(“a woman was the leader of the deed”). 
Vergil uses these words to describe Dido, the 
queen of Carthage, whom he characterizes 
as a pragmatic administrator and visionary 
monarch of a burgeoning Mediterranean 
superpower, and for a variety of reasons, 
we thought that this particular quotation 
from the Aeneid would also serve as an 
appropriate tribute to Marilyn.

To begin with, the Aeneid is essentially 
a seafaring tale, and like so many of the 
characters in the Aeneid, Marilyn has 
traveled many a weary mile: to Vanderbilt 
basketball games; to language conferences; 
to state Latin conventions in every corner 
of Tennessee; to summertime national Latin 
conventions all around the country; and 
to Italy, as the leader of more than a dozen 
student trips. Like Aeneas, Marilyn often 
encountered obstacles on her voyages: a 
bus, for example, which broke down one 
night on a lonely road between Rome and 
Naples; a student who decided to shave off 
his eyebrows; and at the insistence of Coach 
Dax Torrey ’94, more meals at Captain D’s 
than any human being should ever be forced 
to eat. And yet, like Aeneas, Marilyn always 
powered through these obstacles with her 
characteristic aplomb.

The dux in dux fēmina factī is also a good 
description for Marilyn, as she has provided 
leadership in a number of areas. I’ve already 
mentioned the student trips to Italy. These 
trips are certainly not insignificant – a lot of 
time and energy goes into the planning, and 

they provide students with an invaluable 
perspective on the classical world – but 
trips to Italy alone only tell part of Marilyn’s 
leadership story. She served as state chair 
of the Tennessee Junior Classical League for 
seven years, at a time when this organization 
comprised thousands of student members. I 
held that same position – with the assistance 
of a co-chair, no less – for just three years, 
and I could not imagine doing it for seven. 
Marilyn also provided leadership by getting 
MUS involved in Latin competitions back in 
the 1970s. She had grown up in Clarksville, 
Tennessee, then a sleepy town of about 
20,000 residents, but a town nonetheless 
regarded as a Latin powerhouse. When 
she first came to MUS, Marilyn brought 
her own knowledge and experience with 
these competitions, and like Dido building 
a metropolis in a barren African landscape, 
Marilyn started building a competitive 
Latin program here. Today, MUS has a 

well-established tradition of excellence in 
these competitions, and much of our success 
and momentum can be traced directly back 
to Marilyn’s initiative.

Speaking of competition, there is no 
dearth of it in the Aeneid: competition 
between Juno and Venus, between the 
Greeks and the Trojans, between Aeneas 
and Turnus. Just as Aeneas seems to thrive 
on competition, so does Marilyn, and the 
Latin word for “competition,” in fact, has 
been one of her specialties: Certāmen. One 
of my favorite photographs of Marilyn 
was captured during our trip to the 2019 
TJCL State Convention. The evening before 
our competition, Marilyn held one final 
Certamen practice in the hotel lobby. 
This was a bustling hotel in downtown 
Chattanooga, and she was leading the 
practice in an area adjacent to the hotel bar; 
moreover, on a giant television screen behind 
her, you could see images of ESPN’s coverage 

F

Reinhardt Helped Birth MUS Latin Dynasty
BY RYAN SELLERS

Marilyn Reinhardt’s family, front row, from left, grandchildren Mimi Robinson, Sophie Reinhardt, James Robinson; 
middle, sister Connie Pace, Marilyn and Richard Reinhardt, son John Reinhardt ’07; back, son-in-law Jay Robinson, 
daughter Amy Robinson, granddaughter Abbie Reinhardt, and daughter-in-law Devon Reinhardt
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”“

of the NFL draft. Even so, the photograph 
reveals a large group of attentive MUS Latin 
students. They’re not wandering around 
downtown Chattanooga, they’re not looking 
at the patrons drinking at the bar, and they’re 
not watching the NFL draft. In spite of all 
these distractions, the photograph shows 
them locked in on Marilyn, like the soldiers 
of Aeneas, preparing for battle the next day.

A few years back, during the 
championship round at the state convention, 
the moderator inexplicably allowed one of 
the opposing teams to call a time out during 
the match and make a player substitution, 
even though the rules of competition simply 
did not allow for this. Nevertheless, Marilyn’s 
team was not rattled, and they were cruising 
to an easy victory. Not to be outdone by the 
other coach, however, Marilyn called a time 
out of her own before the very last question 
of the match, and like a basketball coach 
clearing the bench during garbage time, 

Marilyn subbed in her B team players … 
who, by the way, proceeded to score, and as 
would happen in such a scenario during a 
basketball game, the crowd went wild.

In the dux fēmina factī passage in the 
Aeneid, the speaker references the ingentia 
moenia Karthāginis (“the huge walls of 
Carthage”) that stand as a symbol of 
progress and achievement. Although there 
may not be any literal ingentia moenia of the 
MUS Latin program, figurative ones have 
definitely been constructed, and Marilyn 
deserves a lot of the credit. She has been an 
important part of the Tennessee classical 
community and an important part of the 
MUS community for a very long time. The 
students and teachers in the MUS Latin 
program have been the beneficiaries of her 
vast knowledge and experience, and like the 
ancient Carthaginians, we will work hard to 
maintain the tradition of excellence that she 
helped to establish.  

“Marilyn’s enthusiasm for her subject was infectious. From throwing 
Latin Club parties to leading us to victory at the state tournament, she 
made Latin fun – and something bigger and more meaningful than just 
a foreign language that we had to take to fulfill a requirement. Thanks 
to Marilyn, Latin ended up being among my favorite subjects at MUS 
and one that I continued to study in college. When I visited Rome years 
later, I was able draw on all that she had taught me about the language 
and Roman history and culture, lessons that helped make my trip much 
more meaningful. Last year, when I read a New York Times obituary 
about the Vatican’s foremost Latinist who tweeted in the language, I 
immediately thought of Marilyn. The same goes whenever I come across, 
for example, a reference to Roman mythology or a Latin phrase that I 
proudly can translate – all reminders of the gratitude I feel, more than 40 
years after sitting in her classroom, for the ways that Marilyn expanded 
my horizons for a lifetime. I know I’m not alone. This “dead” language 
lives inside countless other MUS students thanks to Marilyn’s passion, 
dedication, and talent as a teacher.” – Robert Davis ’82 

Students say gratias tibi 
“Teachers can have a profound effect on the lives of their 

students. You certainly did with me. With your encouragement, 
I applied to Vanderbilt University and received a full academic 
scholarship. You also advised me to major in Latin and the 
Classics. It was the best decision I ever made. I continued my 
Latin studies for four more years and had some incredible 
professors. I spent a semester in Rome at the Stanford University 
Intercollegiate Center for Classical Studies, again on your 
advice. That semester was truly a life-changing experience. To 
this day, I continue to have an active interest in Roman history, 
archaeology, and art. (I still can recite the opening lines of 
Vergil’s Aeneid after all these years.) I have been an attorney now 
for 34 years. I could not have had a better preparation for my 
legal career than the Latin program at MUS and Vanderbilt. You 
have been a teacher, mentor, and friend to me and countless 
other MUS students. Thank you so much for being a wonderful 
teacher and for a job well done.” – David Rudolph ’81 

Instructor in Latin for 26 years 
Marilyn Reinhardt retired in May. She 
came to MUS in 1973 (when she was 
Miss Green) and taught Latin for eight 
years. After working at the university 
level, she returned in 2004 and has since 
taught hundreds of boys Latin I and 
Latin II. She also led 19 trips to National 
Junior Classical League conventions 
and guided numerous Certamen teams 
to Tennessee Junior Classical League 
championships. And she made what 
is called a “dead language” come alive 
by leading six Spring Break trips to 
Italy. Her knowledge and enthusiasm 
for Latin have ignited a passion for the 
language in her students.

A Classical Career
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Editor’s note: Ross McCain Lynn Chair 
of History Jonathan Large delivered this 
tribute to his friend and mentor Eddie Batey 
at the year-end faculty luncheon. 

hen I first started getting 
tangled up with civic service at 
MUS, I would occasionally have 
to make telephone calls to local 

community organizations to set up events 
and partnerships. Sometimes the requests 
I made were preposterously outlandish: 
“Can we give you 700 pounds of candy to 
distribute tonight to deserving families?” or 
“Can you do something with this mountain 
of fresh cucumbers and celery?” or “Can you 
supervise 50 of our students on a cleanup 
project in the woods for six hours on a 
Saturday morning starting at 5 o’clock?”

When met with hesitation or 
skepticism, I would say, “Mr. Eddie Batey 
suggested that I call you.” There would then 
be a pause and a miraculous transformation 
in tone. “Mr. Batey asked you to call? That 
changes everything. Of course, we will help.” 

The project would then go off smoothly, 
thanks to the good will and friendships 
that Mr. Batey has built up through 40-
plus years of service all over Memphis. His 
commitment to helping everyone who 
comes into his orbit and ministering to them 

by sharing God’s love is manifest to all who 
know him. I certainly have seen him striving 
ceaselessly to make Memphis more like the 
City of God and in the process change the 
lives of countless MUS students who worked 
alongside him in civic service and were awed 
by his energy, cheerfulness, faithfulness, and 
love. He has absolutely made me a better 
person through his example, his generosity 
of spirit, and his dedication to our work 
together across Memphis. 

As intensely as he has loved and served 
our city, Mr. Batey has shown an even deeper 
devotion to MUS and to its students, faculty, 
and staff. He has labored many long years in 
many different fields at our school, always 
serving with resoluteness, wisdom, and a 
vision of the common good and how it could 
best be achieved. 

I first met Mr. Batey in the summer of 
1987, when I was 7 years old, and he drove 
up to Chickasaw Gardens Lake in a white 
van to pick up a group of neighborhood kids 
and ferry us to MUS Day Camp. Day after 
day, week after week, summer after summer, 
he and his estimable sidekick, Coach John 
Cady ’69, would faithfully transport us 
back and forth to the campus and patiently 
instruct and supervise us as we went on 
nature walks, shot archery in the woods, 
made “leather” comb-holders and wallets for 
our dads, threw each other into the padded 
walls of the wrestling room (in the dearly 
departed old Lower School Gym), swam 
in the pool (located not far from where we 
currently eat our lunch in this wonderful 
Dining Hall), and, as any veteran MUS Day 
Camper will attest, watched Loony Toons 
after lunch. Throughout all of this, Mr. Batey 
was a trusted mentor, a wise guide, and a 
calming presence in our lives. And all of that 
was just in the summer!

During the school year, Mr. Batey served 
as teacher, counselor, and for many years as 
cross-country coach, picking up two state 

championships along the way (1991 and 
1992). The theme of his dedication to the 
common good and service to the school 
and its people stands central in all of his 
efforts, from early morning runs to after-
school counseling sessions with students 
navigating chaos, turmoil, and tragedy in 
their lives. In all of it, this Phi Beta Kappa 
graduate of Rhodes College maintained 
his calming presence, his good humor, and 
his commitment to the best interests of his 
students. Because of his discretion and the 

W

Celebrating Eddie Batey for 38 Years of Doing Good
BY JONATHAN LARGE

A Message from Mr. Batey
Editor’s note: Counselor Eddie Batey shared 
these thoughts during a chapel highlighting 
our retirees. 

Well, it’s taken only 38 years, but I am 
finally getting out of high school. 

Seriously, every year has been a 
privilege and pleasure. I would like to 
thank my colleagues for their good humor, 
kindness, and support. Interacting with 
more than 4,000 students through the 
years has been gratifying, sometimes 
amusing, even hilarious, in counseling, 
sometimes painful. But all in all, truly 
gratifying. I deeply appreciate the quality 
of my relationships here with adults and 
students.

Your life will give you plenty to think 
about, but I want to leave you with this 
admonition, paraphrased from Philippians 
4:8: Whatever is true, whatever is noble 
[and honorable], whatever is right [and 
just], whatever is pure, lovely, admirable 
– if anything is excellent or praiseworthy, 
think about such things.

Please do think about these things, and 
let those thoughts guide your actions. Be 
encouraged. All the best on the rest of your 
semester, and peace of mind be with you.Eddie Batey, right, with son Xander Batey ’09 and wife 

Honour Batey
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nature of the work, no one other than Mr. Batey can know the 
number of students who were guided, formed, and helped during 
countless counseling sessions. 

We know more of the students who gained a deeper 
appreciation for and understanding of their community through 
his Introduction to Memphis Leaders class and its famous 
field trips. In creating his own curriculum for a class of his own 
invention, Mr. Batey drew on his psychological understanding and 
insights, civic service, knowledge of history, and academic skills to 
help develop students into servant leaders with a true concern for, 
and an informed interest in, the trials and temptations, joys and 
sorrows of their region and its people. Some of these students are 
now using the intellectual and moral foundation they developed in 
Memphis Leaders as the basis for their careers and volunteer work 
in our city and across the country.

Mr. Batey, your 38 years of faithful work here at school have 
helped create a better MUS and improve the lives of thousands of 
students, campers, teachers, and Memphians. Through it all – the 
good and the bad and the boring – you have persevered, run the 
race, and shined God’s light into all of our lives. From the crises of 
melted trash cans and errant arrows to the tribulations of Model 
UN and Youth Legislature trips to the challenges of injuries and 
broken limbs and students in mental health, spiritual, and moral 
turmoil. From the joys of Special Olympics, Salvation Army bell-
ringing, community transformation, state championships, Lower 
School service days, Zoo Knowledge Quest adventures, Room in 
the Inn and Purdue Center cookouts to the triumph of students 
maturing into deeper faith and stronger moral commitments.

When I think of you and of your work, I am reminded of the 
conception of a gentleman that Cardinal Newman lays out in 
his essay The Idea of a University: “His great concern is to make 
everyone at their ease and at home. He is tender towards the 
bashful, gentle towards the distant, and merciful to the absurd. 
He makes light of favors while he does them, and he seems to 
be receiving when he is conferring. It is almost a definition of a 
gentleman to say he is one who never inflicts pain.” 

As this occasion is a leave-taking as well as a celebration, 
I think also of advice a notable American gave to his daughter: 
“Get correct views of life, and learn to see the world in its true 
light. It will enable you to live pleasantly, to do good, and, when 
summoned away, to leave without regret.” I thank God for you and 
your ministry here.

You’re Eddie Batey and I’m not!
Here’s to Mr. Batey!   

“During my and my peers’ years at MUS, Coach Batey’s door 
was literally always open. He was always a listening ear and 
provided guidance to us, which made our school experience very 
rich and enjoyable. His mark is left upon MUS itself because of 
his longevity but also on the hearts of those of us he touched and 
influenced, as young men, through his kindness, service, and 
mentoring. Godspeed.” – Darrell Cobbins ’91 

”“Tributes to a True Champion 
of Character

“I had the pleasure of getting to know Coach Batey as a 
member of the cross country team in 1991-1992. While our team 
had two of the best runners in the state (Malcolm Saxon ’93 and 
Sandy Hooper ’93), Coach Batey molded us as an entire team to 
be the best on and off the course. Being a Champion of Character 
was more important as a teammate and in life than the hardware 
we would go on to win as back-to-back state champions. All those 
practices before school and after school in the brutal humid heat 
were a part of learning about hard work, persistence, patience, 
trust, faith, being there for each other, camaraderie, and the highs 
and lows of our shared mission for being the best we could be. 
Coach Batey was and is the ultimate Champion of Character in my 
book.” – Casey Nolan ’93

“I had the privilege of running with and for Eddie Batey at 
MUS from 1989-93. Coach Batey has had a tremendous impact on 
me as a student, an athlete, a man, and as a believer in Christ. He 
molded us as men. He challenged us; he encouraged us; he worked 
us as distance runners; and, often in my case, gently corrected 
us. Cross country running is a tough sell, not for Coach Batey. He 
gave us vision, and he gave us the ability to believe in ourselves. 
And, most importantly, he ran many, many miles side-by-side with 
us! We enjoyed two hard-earned state championships during that 
time, but it was the community of young men he created that I 
think back most on these days. He was interested in titles like any 
coach, but he was truly more interested in us as young men. He 
desired that we become Champions of Character. I’m certain that 
I join my fellow running Owls from back in the day in saying that 
he has been one of the most impactful and sacrificial characters 
that I have ever worked with. I still feel his impact often as I have 
served in teaching, coaching, and school administration. I am 
blessed that I learned from the best!” – Malcolm Saxon ’93
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Beck Brings Out  
the Best for 25 Years 

Vincent Beck has displayed a passion 
for affecting Owls both in and outside of 
the classroom since he arrived at MUS in 
1997. Bringing out the best in his students 
and players is a specialty of the head soccer 
coach and Geology and Earth Science 
teacher. 

Ted Fockler ’10 says his former coach 
and teacher is “tremendously relaxed and 
personable in the classroom or the hallways,” 
but on the field, he displays a different side. 

“Coach Beck has a commanding 
presence that can be both intimidating and 
inspiring,” says Fockler, who coaches soccer 
in addition to teaching history, serving as 
assistant theater director, and overseeing 
summer day camp (Camp U). “At halftime, 
you might see Coach lead the team into the 
woods behind the pitch for a searing reality 
check or a rousing call to arms, both with the 
same motivation: While Coach wants to win, 
he more so wants his team to work together, 
giving all their effort to represent our school. 
Coach Beck is that master at bringing out 
the best in his players, regardless of talent or 
skill.”

While at Old Dominion University, 
Beck started on the soccer team three 

years (serving as captain two years) and 
earned a bachelor’s degree in geology with 
emphasis in oceanography and geography. 
Then he played professional indoor/outdoor 
soccer for teams in Memphis, Wichita, 
Tulsa, Cincinnati, Columbus (Ohio), and 
Philadelphia over a span of 12 years. He was 
a three-time All-Star and served as a player-
assistant coach for two years. 

Experiences as a player carried over 
onto the sidelines when he started a new 
career as a high school coach in Tulsa. He 
won a state championship in 1991 before 
heading to MUS in 1997. The Owls have 
qualified for the state tournament under 
Beck’s tutelage every year since 1998, making 
the championship game in 2003 and 2004. 
The 2004 squad won the state championship 
for the first time since 1982, a feat that 
earned Beck The Commercial Appeal Soccer 
Coach of the Year award. 

“Twenty-five years of coaching, 
molding boys into men through soccer, is 
an unbelievable accomplishment,” Assistant 
Soccer Coach Mikey McGuire ’03 says. “I 
hope he is around for a long time so more 
boys can have the experiences that I and 
so many others have had. It is an honor to 
represent MUS soccer with Coach Beck, as a 
player and now as a coach. I think it speaks 
volumes that the soccer coaching staff 

consists of four alumni that were former 
players of Coach Beck’s.”

As a teacher Beck has enjoyed 
leading students on field trips near and 
far. In 2011 he led an MUS in Europe trip 
to Iceland to explore the land’s volcanic 
geology. Closer to home, he has taken 
students to the Coon Creek Science 
Center to examine fossils and to Shelby 
Farms to study Memphis’ unique water 
system.

Knowledge of the earth’s processes 
isn’t all that Beck imparts to his 
students. Soccer players and students 
alike learn how to give 100% in 

everything they do, whether it is practice or 
an exam. 

 “Coach Beck has prepared me for the 
struggles of life,” McGuire says. “He taught 
me to work for everything you want, how to 
handle defeat and success, how to get better 
to succeed the next time. How to give it your 
all, so that at the end of the day you can be 
satisfied with the result."

Dement’s Expertise 
Supports MUS Success

Perry Dement has worked to ensure 
the success of Memphis University School 
for 25 years. As director of Advancement, 
he oversees the Development and 
Communications offices, managing 
programs that are essential to the operation 
of the school. 

“Perry is a tremendous asset to MUS,” 
Headmaster Pete Sanders says. “He is a 
consummate professional and seen as a 
leader in his field by the Memphis area 
advancement community. Closer to home, 
his value plays out almost daily for me as 
headmaster. His grasp of the alumni network 
is encyclopedic. Without consulting the 
database, Perry can provide me the class 
year of an alumnus, his siblings, parents, 
extended family, and where he has worked 
and is working.”

Celebrating a Quarter-Century at MUS

Director of Advancement Perry Dement flanked by 
Headmaster Emeritus Ellis Haguewood and Headmaster 
Pete Sanders

Science Instructor and Head Soccer Coach Vincent Beck 
with Lower School Principal Loyal Murphy ’86, William 
Merriman ’15, and Ben Merriman ’20 at the dedication of the 
Creson Players Pavilion at Webb Field in March
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In his first seven years at 6191 Park, 
Dement grew the Annual Fund by more than 
200 percent, and he inaugurated the Thorn 
and Lynn giving societies and the Crest 
and Cornerstone planned giving program. 
In 2020-21, despite the pandemic, Dement 
and his team raised a record $1,510,321 
million in unrestricted Annual Fund gifts 
from alumni, parents, faculty and staff, and 
friends of the school. He also managed the 
$22 million Doors to New Opportunities 
Capital Campaign (1998-2003), the Ellis L. 
Haguewood Legacy Endowment Campaign 
(2017-), and fundraising efforts that 
financed Stokes Stadium, the Field House, 
Jacob Courtnay Rudolph Plaza, Ruth and 
Jerry Peters Court, and the Creson Players 
Pavilion at Webb Field. In addition, he has 
shepherded the creation of endowed funds 
that provide for science equipment and 
programs, reward excellence in teaching, 
send boys to summer programs, and provide 
tuition assistance for deserving students in 
financial need.

He recently embarked on his largest 
fundraising effort yet: A forthcoming capital 
campaign to fund campus construction 
(stipulated by the Legacy Forward Strategic 
Plan), and to boost the school’s endowment.

In addition to fundraising, Dement 
and his Development team maintain a 
meticulous database to keep in touch with 
constituents and produce events that keep 
them engaged – Homecoming and donor 
receptions, portrait unveilings, parent 
gatherings, celebrations marking campus 
improvements, and more.

Benefiting from his sharp editor’s 
eye, the Communications team annually 
produces three alumni magazines, three 
student and parent magazines, an annual 
report of gifts, and the U Book, calendar, 
and Faces book. The office also handles 
advertising, marketing, branding, the 
website, media relations, and school 
communications.

“Perry is a man of high standards who 
raises the bar for those around him by his 
example,” says Director of Communications 
Liz Copeland. “He possesses a keen 
understanding of what sets the MUS 
community apart and what it takes to 
maintain its unique nature. Perry leads with 
wisdom and fairness and no small measure 
of good-natured wit.”

In recognition of his accomplishments, 
Dement received the MUS Jean Barbee Hale 
Award for Outstanding Service in 2015, and 
the Memphis chapter of the Association of 
Fundraising Professionals chose him as its 
2006 Outstanding Fundraising Executive. 
With a degree from Rhodes College in 
international studies, Dement did not expect 
to begin a career in fundraising, but a job in 
development at Georgetown University set a 
new direction.

Now more than ever, Headmaster 
Sanders is grateful for his expertise. “As we 
move forward with our ambitious Strategic 
Plan, Campus Plan, and capital campaign, 
I cannot think of anyone better to have 
onboard and close by than Perry.”

Dr. Jackson Answers the 
Call to Educate 

After his first eight years at Memphis 
University School, Dr. David Jackson 
answered the call to church ministry. Little 
did he know then that he would return 
in 2005 and celebrate 25 years as an Owl 
educator in 2022. 

A bachelor’s degree from Harding 
University and a master’s in theology from 
Harding School of Theology made Jackson 
the perfect candidate to take over the role 
as chair of the Religion Department in 1974. 
Eight years later – after teaching Bible, 
ethics, and comparative religion classes 
– he departed for a church in Jackson, 
Mississippi, and to complete a doctoral 
degree in ministry from Abilene Christian 

University.
“Dr. Jackson was my first class on my 

first day at MUS,” Sam Graham ’80 says. “I 
have enjoyed a wonderful relationship with 
him since that time up until today – almost 
50 years later. He was always engaging, 
encouraging, and thought-provoking. He 
never attempted to proselytize. In his class 
he challenged us to think for ourselves, to 
question presuppositions, and to develop 
clarity around our own point of view. That 
lesson has been valuable all of my adult life.”

Steve Threlkeld ’82 recalls his teacher’s 
contemplative nature. “In addition to being 
a kind and even-tempered gentleman, Dr. 
David Jackson was, even in the sometimes 
jaded eyes of ninth graders, a deep thinker. 
He thought deeply and expected the same of 
us. He is a cardinal example of why an MUS 
education has benefited us decades after 
leaving his classroom.”

After pastoring churches in Mississippi 
and Tennessee, Jackson fielded a call from 
then-Headmaster Ellis Haguewood with a 
request that he return to MUS in his former 
position. The offer wasn’t something he was 
expecting, but he welcomed the opportunity.

Kathryn and David Jackson this summer on the Mount 
of Olives with Jerusalem in the background
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Jackson rejoined the school as the 
Robert J. Hussey Sr. Instructor of Religion in 
2005 and has since served as the chaplain 
and a spiritual guide for students, faculty, 
and staff. In addition, he coached the varsity 
bowling team from 2009 to 2018. He views 
the entire school as his congregation and 
leans on his 23 years of ministry experience 
when teaching and mentoring the students. 

In 2013 Dr. Jackson received the 
Distinguished Teaching Award for his 
efforts in and outside the classroom. His 
work continues as he manages the National 
Honor Society program, provides direction 
to the Student Council chaplain, oversees 
Wednesday chapels and student devotionals, 
counsels those who seek his help, assists 
families in times of crisis, and visits 
hospitalized students. 

The Religion Department aims to 
educate, not to promote a particular 
religious doctrine. Jackson says it is 
paramount that young students explore the 
world and make their own choices. 

“Education is about values, and values 
are rooted in religious concepts; the two 
go hand-in-hand,” Jackson says. “At a time 
when the students are flexing their wings 
about much of life, they also need a safe 
environment to question their own values 
and religious traditions.”

Jackson received a 2022 Hale Fellowship 
for Faculty Development, and he and his 
wife, Kathryn, used the award to take a 
tour of Israel in June. Their journey – which 
required them to walk about 11,000 steps 
a day – included Bethlehem, Jerusalem, 
Masada, Qumran (Dead Sea Scrolls), 
Megiddo, Nazareth, Sepphoris, the Sea of 
Galilee, Jordan River, Caesarea Philippi, and 
Caesarea Maritima. 

As always, he will use his experience 
to enlighten his congregation: He plans to 
incorporate knowledge gained from the trip 
into several chapel programs this school year.  

Love for MUS Motivates 
McKay
BY DANIEL BLACK '18

Spending a quarter-century at any 
one place is a special accomplishment. It’s 
particularly special, however, for Social 
Studies and Physical Education Instructor 
Orlando McKay. It’s a family affair.

In his 25 years at MUS, McKay has 
seen his three sons – Aedan ’18, Seth ’20, 
and Gavin ’21 – come through the halls of 
Memphis University School. He has been 
able to teach one of them and coach all 
three.

“It was an absolute thrill,” McKay says. 
“I was able to spend time with my kids while 
they were at school, which is something not 
many parents get to experience. Being able 
to teach them and coach them meant a lot.”

The feeling is mutual for his oldest son, 
Aedan.

“My dad has a strong passion for MUS 
and every one of its students,” Aedan says. 
“I never had classes with my father, but that 
didn’t stop him from making a point to come 
see me at some point in the day, typically 
lunchtime. Because to me and my dad, at 
the end of the day, all you have is God and 
family.”

McKay’s path to MUS can be described 
as unconventional. Following a successful 
college football career as a wide receiver 
at the University of Washington, in which 
the Huskies won a national championship, 
McKay played in the National Football 
League and the Canadian Football League. 
When the CFL had thoughts about 
expanding into the United States, he signed 
to play the next season with the Mad Dogs 
in Memphis. The team folded after one year, 
but McKay chose to stay in the 901.

“Everything would’ve been different if I 
had decided to stay in Canada,” McKay said. 
“I would’ve never found MUS. I truly feel all 
of that happened for a reason.”

After a stint as a trainer at the Racquet 
Club, McKay found his home at the corner of 
Park and Ridgeway. Since joining the faculty 
in 1996, he has coached football and track, 
in addition to teaching classes in psychology, 
finance, and physical education. 

In 2021 he was named the school’s 
first Pam and George Sousoulas Chair of 
Economics. Devoted to teaching students 
how to make fiscally responsible choices in 
life, he launched the course How to Win with 
Money this summer, incorporating a portion 
of the curriculum he teaches in Economics: 
Finance and Theory during the school year.

Director of Athletics Bobby Alston, who 
helped hire McKay, recognizes his impact.

“Coach McKay has been a valued 
colleague and friend,” Alston said. “His 
contributions to MUS are many as a teacher 
and a coach. He is always willing to pitch in 
and help out.”

That willingness stems from McKay’s 
appreciation for the school he discovered in 
1996. 

“Almost my entire adult life has been 
spent teaching at the same school,” McKay 
said. “I never intended to become a teacher; 
it wasn’t something that was even on 
my radar. But I honestly could not have 
imagined doing anything else. It’s been 
extremely fulfilling to have done this for 25 
years at a school that I love, and I hope to do 
it for another 25.”  

Orlando McKay, named the first Pam and George 
Sousoulas Chair of Economics in 2021, teaches 
economics, psychology, and physical education.
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anguage is the dress 
of thought,” wrote the 
English lexicographer, 
poet, and critic 

Dr. Samuel Johnson, “and the 
most splendid ideas drop their 
magnificence if they are conveyed by 
words used commonly upon low and 
trivial occasions.” Such an inelegant 
and mismatched form of expression 
was, therefore, to be eschewed.

Like his contemporary, 
Alexander Pope, Johnson might 
further advise us to avoid a word 
whose sound fails to echo its 
meaning, terms like formication, 
a word that sounds naughty 
but means the sensation of ants 
crawling on one’s skin; noisome, 
a word describing something 
that smells, rather than sounds, 
disagreeable; and pulchritude, a 
word that seemingly indicates a 
thing to be cleaned up before it 
stains, but, in fact, means beauty. 
Nevertheless, the word that comes 
to mind in describing the master of 
vocabulary himself, Mr. Norman 
Thompson, is multifarious. 

Despite its dastardly ring, 
multifarious means “having many 
varied parts or aspects.”  Over 
the course of his first 50 years 
at Memphis University School, 
Mr. Thompson has certainly 
demonstrated multifariousness: 
educator, mentor, scholar, 
raconteur, Shakespearean, 
Sherlockian, Wodehousian, 
football announcer, inky newsman, 
moral bulwark, occasional actor, 
borderline dandy, Dickens fan, 
valued friend and colleague – he 
contains multitudes, and thus we 
pause to reflect. 

It was on a momentous day in 
MUS history in 1972 when a friend 
who was aware of young Thompson’s 
dissatisfaction with his job introduced 
him to Col. Ross Lynn; the meeting 
went well enough that the two 
decided to join forces. Green though 
the new employee was, the famed 
Thompsonian wit was already well 
developed, as a school publication 
announcing new teachers soon noted 
when it recorded that Thompson 
would be joining the MUS faculty: “He 
will be teaching English and European 
History in the Upper School. Mr. 
Thompson says he is looking forward 
to teaching English.”

European History’s loss proved, 
in the ensuing years, to be English’s 
gain. Mr. Thompson went on to 
teach, to coin his phrase, a host of 
Owls in various courses, including 
English 9, Victorian Literature, 
Shakespeare, British Literature and 
Composition, and AP English 12, 
among others. Along the way, he 
also acquired crucial extracurricular 
responsibilities. Mr. Thompson was 
the director of Summer School from 
1997 to 2016 and remains the advisor 
to both The Owl’s Hoot and the Honor 
Council. He is the undefeated Voice 
of the Owls, never having missed a 
home game as the team’s football 
announcer since Coach Jake Rudolph 
drafted him into the position in 1985. 
Meanwhile he continues to share his 
prodigious talents as an essayist and 
cultural commentator in his ongoing 
column, The Last Word, in MUS 
Today. (See page 62.) For his wide-
ranging and invaluable contributions 
to MUS life, Mr. Thompson has 
received, at various times, the school’s 
Distinguished Teaching Award, the 

o 
hink 
hompsonT

BY TIMOTHY S. GREER

L
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Jean Barbee Hale Award for Outstanding 
Service, and the John M. Nail Outstanding 
Teaching Award, as well as being named 
the first occupant of the L. Edwin Eleazar 
III Chair of Excellence in Teaching; 
nevertheless, his most treasured plaudits are 
letters from former students, missives filled 
with praises like, “You assisted me in my 
writing journey, but, more important, you 
taught me how to think,” to cite but one. 

Yet some of Mr. Thompson's most 
significant contributions to MUS life are 
made behind the scenes. In a past issue 
of MUS Today, he comments on his own 
fondness for the lively exchange of ideas, 
saying he benefits daily from “immersion 
in the deep pool of knowledge that my 
colleagues constitute,” but the pool 
would be considerably less deep without 
Mr. Thompson’s contributions to it. At 
countless faculty gatherings, he has been 
a lively debater on topics ranging from 
Ole Miss sports to Shakespeare’s prosody, 
from instructional methods to individual 
maturation, thereby elevating the campus 
discourse. Mr. Thompson even considers 
arguing with colleagues as one of his 
hobbies, one in which, he says, “I have a 
chance of winning a debate, as opposed to 
home, where I have abandoned all hope.” 

Myriad young teachers have consulted 
Mr. Thompson to glean from his wisdom 

and experience in instruction and other 
matters; his ongoing mentorship of 
younger instructors has been among his 
most significant unsung contributions to 
the school, along with his guidance as the 
advisor to the Honor Council. In the latter 
capacity he has been a steady hand at the 
tiller, helping keep the school and its boys 
on course toward Truth and Honor. As his 
former office mate and long-time friend, Mr. 
Ellis Haguewood observes, “Mr. Thompson 
has always possessed the right sense of 
balance, of tempering justice with mercy. He 
is able to uphold one without losing sight 
of the other. MUS will never have another 
Norman Thompson.”

Every day at MUS, he continues to be a 
steadfast upholder of the true, the beautiful, 
and the good, continuing his legacy of 
building outstanding writers and providing 
wise guidance to the Honor Council. 

How does he do it? In a bit of 
autobiography, written in response to a 
questionnaire inquiring about his “typical 
workday,” Thompson says: “Arrive at school, 
open classroom, open office, take roll, return 
quizzes, give new quizzes, run off future 
quizzes, grade quizzes, assign essays, lecture, 
ask questions, answer questions, dispense 
advice, admonish the derelict, praise the 
diligent, laugh, convene with colleagues, 
confer with students, read, appreciate, learn, 

close classroom, close office, look forward 
to the next day.” The list is a multifarious 
one; perhaps it gives each of us something or 
other to which he may aspire. 

Following the appearance in 1791 of 
his biography of Dr. Samuel Johnson, James 
Boswell reflects upon the fame his book has 
brought to the great vocabularian’s wit and 
philosophy, remarking, in an essay, upon the 
biography’s sudden popularity and cultural 
impact:

“An honourable and reverend friend 
speaking of the favourable reception of my 
volumes, even in the circles of fashion and 
elegance, said to me, ‘you have made them 
all talk Johnson,’ – Yes, I may add, I have 
Johnsonised the land; and I trust they will 
not only talk, but think, Johnson.”

We could wish no better fate for the 
current and future students, whatever age 
they may be, of Mr. Norman Thompson than 
that they go on learning both to talk, and to 
think, Thompson.  

A long-standing and long-suffering adult 
student of Mr. Norman Thompson, Timothy S. 
Greer teaches English at MUS, just across the 
hall from the man himself.

Thanks to generous members of the 
Class of 2000, the English Award is now the 
Shelton-Thompson English Award, named 
in honor of titans of grammar, composition, 
and literature Terry N. Shelton (1951-2018) 
and Norman S. Thompson, Jr. At the faculty 
luncheon, as Thompson received a framed 
certificate commemorating 50 years at MUS, 
Headmaster Pete Sanders announced the 
naming of the award, saying “Norman, MUS 
would be a much lesser place without you.”
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t any other school, a stray size 14 
Wallabee in the hallway may 
be cause for concern. How long 
has it been there? Why was it 

left sitting in the hall? And what poor soul 
is going to be found to be out of dress code, 
walking around with one half of a pair of 
shoes?

But even with a shoe or two loose, 
History Instructor and Civic Service 
Organization Advisor Jonathan Large is still 
able to deliver striking lectures and potent 
lessons to his students, lessons that stick 
with them even after they’ve departed MUS. 
Most would surely agree that he is a worthy 
recipient of the 2022 Distinguished Teaching 
Award.

Dr. Jonathan Jones, chair of the History 
Department, describes Large as the History 
Department ambassador, a title fitting a man 
whose infectious, hearty laughter endears 
him to his students and colleagues alike. 

“He constantly demonstrates his love for 
MUS in so many ways,” Jones says. “Whether 
it is leading the boys on a CSO project or 
inspiring us with a thought-provoking 
chapel talk.”

To Matthew Jones ’21 Large lives out 
a mission of servant-leadership that serves 
not only the students but the broader 
world. “Of course, he was phenomenal at 
teaching history, but the majority of lessons 
I learned from him came from outside of the 
classroom,” Jones says. “Throughout high 
school, I attended a lot of the CSO’s service 
projects during which Mr. Large served as 
the perfect example of selflessness … He 
would continue to help in any way he could 
because he genuinely cares about everyone 
he meets.

“Although I doubt I could ever replicate 
his dedication to service, I will always strive 
to follow Large’s example and help those 

in need … To me and the rest of the MUS 
community, Large is much more than just 
the tall, loud history teacher who refuses 
to wear his shoes. He is a role model and a 
friend. I’ve never had another teacher like 
him, and I don’t think I ever will.”

John Hudson ’11, a former student 
and member of the trap team, looks back 
on his Saturday morning practices with 
Coach Large as some of his best memories. 
“Mr. Large was a great teacher on and off the 
field,” Hudson says. “He was always willing to 
help and extremely understanding. He was 
more than a teacher to most. I have been 
fortunate to keep up with him over the years 
and look forward to our occasional lunches.”

Headmaster Pete Sanders, who 
announced the award in chapel, asked 
Large to come up to the stage to accept, 
whereupon Large took a seat and disposed of 

one of his shoes on the chapel floor. He was 
met with a standing ovation from students 
and shouts of, “Hello, sir!” – the signature 
greeting shared among Large and students.

That is one of the great things about 
Large, says Knox McQuillen ’20. He is not 
afraid to be himself and encourages the boys 

A

If the Shoe Fits:
Large Receives Distinguished Teaching Award
BY JOHN MCBRIDE ’17

Instructor in History Jonathan Large teaches and holds meetings outdoors whenever possible, frequently 
shedding his footwear.

Mr. Large, center, after the award ceremony with 
Headmaster Pete Sanders and Assistant Headmaster 
Barry Ray
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to do the same. “He knew how and what 
he wanted to teach, and he never wavered 
from it. This method of teaching is a direct 
correlation to the character of Mr. Large,” 
McQuillen says. 

“What I looked up to most about Mr. 
Large was how he held himself as a man 
of faith,” McQuillen continues. “He was 
steadfast in his Christian faith and was open 
about it and encouraged discussion. I still 
talk to Mr. Large every opportunity that I 
get and maintain the utmost respect for the 
man who had the most profound impact on 
me while at MUS.”

Large joined the MUS faculty in 2008 
and teaches AP U.S. History, History of the 
American South, and British History. He 
earned a bachelor’s degree in history from 
Rhodes College and a master’s in history 
from the University of Kentucky. He received 
the Hale Fellowship for Faculty Development 
in 2012. Large has held the Ross McCain 
Lynn Chair of History since 2014, and the 
Class of 2018 selected him for the John M. 

Nail Outstanding Teaching Award. The 
Athletics Department honored him with the 
Lee Murray Spirit Award in 2019.

“I was incredibly humbled by the 
[Distinguished Teaching] Award,” Large 
says. “The opportunity to teach at MUS is 
one of the greatest blessings God has given 
me. This is a school dedicated to things 
that matter, such as the life of the mind, 
disciplined scholarship, the development 
of virtue, the quest for excellence in 
extracurricular activities, and yet it is also 
a school with a culture that is easy-going, 
fun, and sometimes wild. I truly enjoy every 

day I get to spend at school. Above all, I am 
deeply grateful to all of my students and 
colleagues over the years for their kindness 
and encouragement, their shared love of the 
school, and the example they set of lives well 
lived. No one had to be so nice; the fact that 
they have been has changed my life.”  

The Distinguished Teaching Award 
is made possible by an endowment fund 
established in 1990 through a bequest by John 
Murry Springfield. Mr. Springfield joined the 
Memphis University School faculty in 1958 
and served as an instructor in English and 
mathematics until 1971. From 1971 until his 
death in August 1989, he served as principal of 
the Hull Lower School. The monetary award is 
given annually to an MUS faculty member who 
demonstrates excellence in both the classroom 
and extracurricular activities.

CSO Advisor Jonathan Large organizes students for 
various service projects around the city during Parent 
Back-to-School Day.

Mr. Large, in a penguin costume for Halloween, and 
canine friends at a 2020 Mid-South Food Bank food 
distribution event.

Director of Alumni and Parent Programs Ann Laughlin, 
Accounting Administrator Melissa Saenger, and 
Mr. Large assemble tricycles for the Salvation Army. 
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Latin Captures 13th State Win
US Latin students finished in first place overall in the 66th Tennessee Junior Classical 
League State Convention held April 22-23 at Austin Peay State University in 
Clarksville. This marks the Bubones’ 13th consecutive victory in the competition 
(excluding 2020 and 2021 when in-person conventions were cancelled).

“The last in-person TJCL State Convention happened all the way back in 2019,” said 
Classical and Modern Languages Chair Ryan Sellers. “Therefore, only a handful of students in 
our delegation – current 11th and 12th graders who attended as eighth and ninth graders – had 
ever participated in a convention. What we lacked in experience, however, we made up for in 
dedication and enthusiasm, and we’re very proud of our students for working so hard to continue 
the tradition of excellence for which the MUS Latin program is known.” 

A total of 28 MUS tudents made the trip to Clarksville, and they combined to score 1549 
points in the in-person competition. Another six Owls who did not make the trip combined to score 
68 points in this year’s virtual competition.    

Some highlights:
All three Certamen teams made the finals. 

The Novice team (Latin I) finished in second 
place, losing a tough double-overtime, sudden-
death match to MBA. The Intermediate team 
(Latin II) finished in first place. The Advanced 
team (Latin III-IV-V) finished in second place, 
falling in the end to a very strong team from 
Hume-Fogg.

MUS had six of the top 10 individual scorers at 
the convention:

1st place (tie): Alan Zhou ’24 and  
Bryan Ding ’24 
5th place (tie): Everett Sego ’24 and 
Rushil Komeravelli ’25
9th place: Forest Rudd ’22
10th place: Alan Cheng ’25 

Alyaan Salman ’23 was elected to serve 
as TJCL Communications Coordinator for the 
2022-2023 school year.

M

Owl competitors assemble on the campus of Austin Peay State University during the 66th Tennessee 
Junior Classical League State Convention in April.
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Lone Star State Owls
Alumni gathered to reconnect at Chelsea Corner in Dallas this June.

1  Trustee Earl Blankenship and Headmaster Pete Sanders  2  From the MUS faculty: Trey Suddarth, Mark Counce ’77 with wife, Angela, and Anne 
McWaters  3  Coordinator of Student Life Stephond Allmond '10 and Hudson Anthony '16  4  Director of College Counseling Zach Hansen and Tamaz 
Young '21  5  Xavier Greer '15, John Madden '15, and Science Instructor Nick Blackwell  6  Christian Schneiter ’15, Connor Truitt ’15, and Connor 
Whitson ’16  7  Brian Bailey ‘00, Assistant Headmaster McKee Humphreys ’01, and Jamie Drinan ’03 

1 2

3

4

5

6 7
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At Liberty
Emerging Leaders donned hard hats for a Liberty Park Tour in June.

1  Project Engineer Juan Sanchez of Turner Construction leads a tour of the Liberty Park construction site.  2  Billy Dunavant '16 and Stephond 
Allmond '10  3  Carl Krausnick ’09, Vance Montgomery ’08  4  DeAndre Jones '08, Paul Stephens '10, and David Lee '12  5  Carl Krausnick ’09, Vance 
Montgomery ’08, DeAndre Jones ’08, David Lee ’12, Tucker Carr ‘08, Stephond Allmond ’10, Will Carruthers ‘10, Paul Stephens ’10, Andrew Miller '13, 
Edward Lake ‘13, Cal Edge ’14, and Billy Dunavant ’16 

1
2

3
4

5
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McKee Humphreys ’01 joined 
the administration in July as assistant 
headmaster. 

“An alumnus who has lent his 
expertise and vision to Presbyterian Day 
School for eight years, McKee brings 
valuable experience in boys education 
and independent school administration,” 
Headmaster Pete Sanders said in 
announcing the appointment. “He will 
work closely with me in all areas of school 
operations including the Legacy Forward 
Strategic Plan, Campus Master Plan, and 
special projects.” 

While a student at MUS, Humphreys 
played soccer, serving as captain his 
senior year. In addition, he was a grade 
representative, Student Council delegate, 
and school tour guide. 

He went on to earn a bachelor’s degree 
in managerial finance at The University of 
Mississippi and then returned to Memphis 
where he worked in finance for five years. 
During that time, Humphreys felt the 
inescapable call to pursue a career in 
education. 

Heeding that call, he joined the 
Memphis Teacher Residency. He earned a 
master’s in urban education from Union 
University and worked as a teacher and 
administrator in charter schools throughout 
the city.  

In 2014 he had the opportunity to 
return to his first alma mater, Presbyterian 
Day School. He served as a fifth- and sixth-
grade history teacher, intramural coach, 
director of development, and assistant head 
of school for advancement. As assistant 
head Humphreys oversaw admissions, 
development, marketing, communications, 

and summer programs.  
He attained a master’s in independent 

school leadership from Vanderbilt University 
in 2021. 

“McKee’s resume and recently earned 
school leadership degree from Vanderbilt 
speak to his strong qualifications for this 
newly created leadership role,” Sanders 
says. “Equally impressive is his deep 
connection with both the PDS and MUS 
communities. He is uniquely equipped to 
take on a leadership role at MUS during this 

strategically important time in our history.” 
Humphreys says that he is thankful 

for the opportunity to return to his alma 
mater. “I am excited about being a part of 
the amazing work being done at MUS each 
and every day. MUS has had a profound 
impact on the lives of so many and on the life 
of Memphis. It is an honor to join the MUS 
team. Go, Owls!”  

MUS Welcomes Assistant Headmaster and Lacrosse Head Coach

McKee Humphreys 
Assistant Headmaster
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Joe Cummings of Christ Church 
Episcopal School in Greenville, South 
Carolina, joined MUS this summer as 
lacrosse head coach and admissions 
associate.

Headmaster Pete Sanders, who hired 
Cummings at Christ Church in 2016, says 
he watched him take over a young lacrosse 
program and instill a culture of hard work 
and excellence. His coaching led to his 
selection as 2017 and 2021 South Carolina 
High School League Upper State Coach of 
the Year.

 “Joe sees lacrosse as a vehicle for 
imparting values and promoting personal 
growth,” Sanders says. “In a pool of highly 
qualified candidates during a nationwide 
search, Joe stood out as one who views 
character as a key pillar for success.”

Cummings brings expertise drawn not 
only from college and prep school teams but 
also from playing attack and midfield for 
two seasons with the Ohio Machine and one 
season with the Charlotte Hounds, both with 
Major League Lacrosse. At the University of 
Maryland, College Park, where he earned 
a Bachelor of Arts in American Studies, he 
was a two-time United States Intercollegiate 
Lacrosse Association (USILA) All-American 
(2011-Midfield, 2012-Attack), four-year 
recipient of the Jack Faber Memorial 
Lacrosse Scholarship, and a 2012 USILA 
Scholar All-American. During his senior 
season, he was captain of the Terrapins, 
and he was named the 2012 University of 
Maryland Male Athlete of the Year.

A 2008 graduate of Loyola Blakefield, 
a school for boys in Baltimore, Cummings 
was captain of the lacrosse and football 
teams, and he was instrumental in the 

school’s Maryland Interscholastic Athletic 
Association (MIAA) back-to-back conference 
championships in both sports (2006-07 in 
football, 2007-08 in lacrosse). In 2008 he was 
selected as a US Lacrosse All-American and 
an Under Armour All-American.

Active with local, state, and national 
lacrosse groups for a decade, he has 
served on the USA Lacrosse All-American 
Committee and as chair of the South 
Carolina committee. In 2014 he co-founded 
Lacrosse Force in Greenville, a company 
focused on teaching lacrosse through 
recreational leagues, club teams, camps, and 
clinics.

In addition to coaching, Cummings 

directed the Christ Church summer 
camp, after-school enrichment, and youth 
sports programs. Previously, he worked in 
admissions as student enrollment officer.

He looks forward to his roles at MUS. 
“When I first heard about the [opening] 
in boys lacrosse at MUS, I saw a special 
opportunity to partner with the school in 
pursuit of excellence. As I have learned more 
about MUS and its reputation of developing 
boys into ‘well-rounded young men of strong 
moral character consistent with the school’s 
Christian tradition,’ I am eager to align my 
vision and values with a school that wants to 
be the best it can be.”  

Joe Cummings 
Lacrosse Head Coach, 
Admissions Associate
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riends and family gathered 
in March to celebrate Faculty 
Emeritus M. Vincent Mutzi 
on the occasion of his portrait 

unveiling. Señor Mutzi, who taught Spanish 
at MUS from 1970-2008 was the subject of 
the 16th work in the Faculty Portrait Series. 
The Alumni Executive Board initiated the 
collection, which hangs in the Dining Hall, 
in 2005 to honor faculty for their generous 
contributions to the school. 

 This year’s honoree certainly fulfills 
that requirement. Growing up in an 
Italian-American family, he had bilingual 
beginnings. He added a third language by 
earning bachelor’s and master’s degrees in 
Spanish from the University of Mississippi 
and completing graduate work at Instituto 
de Monterrey, Mexico. 

Coming to MUS from Georgia Southern 
University in 1970, he helped usher the 
Language Department into a new age of 
technology, as it gradually evolved from 
cassette tapes to Wi-Fi and Bluetooth. A 
passionate and dedicated teacher, he taught 
three levels of Spanish, and his classes 
quickly filled. 

Paul Gillespie ’01 knows why: “I think 
back to my time in Spanish I and Spanish 
II with Mr. Mutzi and realize those are 
some of my favorite memories from MUS. 
When the Class of 2001 recently met for our 
20-year reunion, I’ll bet more stories were 
shared from Mr. Mutzi’s classroom than 
anywhere else. Mr. Mutzi was the type of 
teacher who had a wonderful grasp on the 
subject at hand, but he didn’t take himself 
too seriously. He was beloved by hundreds of 
Spanish students over the years and is well 
deserving of this honor.”

Alumni Executive Board President Ted 
Simpson ’85 served as host for the unveiling 
of the Fielding Archer portrait, introducing 
several speakers. “Tonight, you will hear how 
Mr. Mutzi profoundly influenced MUS, his 
students, and fellow faculty members,” he said.

Headmaster Pete Sanders described 

the Spanish teacher’s work outside the 
classroom during his 38 years at MUS. 
“Mr. Mutzi served as faculty sponsor to 
the Spanish Club, actively promoting its 
social and academic activities. In addition, 
he was well known as faculty advisor to 
the MUS chapter of the National Honor 
Society, serving as chairman of its selection 
committee for 28 years. The four pillars 
of the National Honor Society – honor, 
scholarship, character, and virtue – are 
characteristics he strived to instill in all MUS 
students. 

“His loyalty to the school; commitment 
to truth, honor, and fairness; sense of humor; 
and positive impact on generations of 
students have earned him the highest regard 
from the entire MUS community.”

Bo Summers ’94 celebrated his 
teacher’s unique gifts, especially his 
patience and sense of humor. Charged with 
teaching “energy-charged male hormonal 
teenagers” a new language, he needed both. 
Summers told how a fellow student in his 
class had acquired a remote control that he 
programmed to work with the television in 
Mr. Mutzi’s room. In the midst of a lecture, 
the student repeatedly turned the TV on. 
Eventually, the teacher calmly unplugged the 
TV and rolled it into his office. “It’s a great 
example of getting the joke … yet showing 
the patience to continue to teach his class 
and not lose his temper,” Summers said.

“There are legions of men both young 
and old I speak for when I say, thank you, 
Mr. Mutzi. I aspire to use my vocation as 
selflessly and honorably as you have.”

Another former student, Paul 
Reaves ’84, described the Spanish teacher 
as a gentleman. “He’s polite, kind, courteous, 
honorable. He has a positive outlook on life, 
he values others and their opinions, and he 
is well-spoken and a generous listener.”

He passed along these qualities to 
the young men he taught, Reaves said. 
“Mr. Mutzi is a testament to an endearing 
truth about those who serve at MUS: The 
academic rigor teaches many important 
lessons, but the lessons learned by following 
the examples of people like Mr. Mutzi are 
just as timeless and important, if not more 
so.”

Reaves recounted the time students 
sabotaged the language classroom by filling 
the space behind the ceiling tiles with wads 
of paper – “lots of them, think New York 
City on News Year’s Eve.” When their teacher 
pressed the button to lower the headsets, 
“the aforementioned paper wads would 
cascade down on the floor, and a thunderous 
roar of laughter would ensue from the 
participants. Mr. Mutzi would then in the 
sternest voice he could muster say, ‘Alright 
now, y'all are misbehavin’... take out a sheet 
of paper. We’re gonna have a pop quiz.’”

Faculty Emeritus Rick Broer, who has 
known his colleague since 1973, further 
illustrated the Spanish teacher’s ability 
to roll with the good-natured punches 
delivered through adolescent antics. “A 
sign of both his good sense of humor and 
the fondness students had for him involves 
one of Vince’s cars, which not surprisingly, 
was Italian, a Fiat. More than once the Fiat 
would mysteriously move from the parking 
lot to the porch of the old student lounge. 
Once they’d had their fun, the boys would 
obligingly lift it back off the porch for Vince 
to drive home.”

Broer also described how the teacher 

F
Señor Mutzi Honored with 16th Faculty Portrait

Alex Wellford '60 congratulates Vince and Angela 
Mutzi as Alumni Executive Board President Ted 
Simpson '85 looks on.
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embraced his role as advisor to the National 
Honor Society chapter. “He took the job 
of selecting new members very seriously, 
making sure the integrity and honor of the 
society was reflected by its members. Also, 
he undertook to solemnize the induction 
ceremony by adding the lighting of candles, 
which, he says, made Mr. Thorn nervous, 
at least at first. His work with the National 
Honor Society sits high on the list of his 
many contributions to MUS.”

When Broer asked faculty members 
about their fellow colleague, they provided 
the following descriptions: passionate 
instructor, unconditional commitment to 
the betterment of the school, never left 

students behind, supportive of new language 
teachers, total devotion to MUS students, 
always pushed students to do their best, a 
perfect gentleman, compassionate, loyal, 
loves MUS.

“I’m sure you can see why, as Vince’s 
colleague, I am extremely happy to be here 
to take part in this ceremony and to witness 
him receive this great honor,” Broer said.

Expressing his thanks to the speakers 
and organizers, Señor Mutzi said it was 
an honor to teach at the school. “MUS has 
given me so much more than I ever could 
have contributed. [My wife] Angela and I 
both realize that it is through God’s grace 
and blessing that we have enjoyed this fine 

school, and even today we are reaping the 
rewards of having many dear friends and 
acquaintances [here]. 

“The emphasis at this school continues 
to be on honor, integrity, leadership, 
personal responsibility, and respect for 
individual differences,” he continued. “In my 
mind, this is the real spirit that permeates 
these classrooms and hallways – it’s a 
spirit that was unleashed by our founders 
and continued so passionately in our 
headmasters of the modern MUS… Ellis 
Haguewood, Gene Thorn, Col. Ross Lynn, 
and current headmaster, Pete Sanders.”

He concluded by thanking all in 
attendance, adding, “We love you, MUS!”  

Angela and Vince Mutzi with the most recent addition to the Faculty Portrait Series.
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’59
Most ’59s are enjoying 
retirement in the summer of 
2022. Carol and Lanny Butler 
saw and raved about the new 
movie Elvis. Unfortunately, 
the film failed to capture one 
important aspect of Elvis’ life: 
In 1956 when Elvis had moved 
to 1034 Audubon Drive, his 
home backed up to the Butler 
estate on Cherry. One summer 

Saturday afternoon, a number of 
9th grade Owls were out in the 
street playing touch football on 
Audubon when Elvis strolled out 
and asked if he could play with 
us! So, we welcomed him to our 
game, and he really appreciated 
it. That was our claim to fame – 
playing with the King! In asking 
around, the only one who could 
remember being there with 
Lanny was Bryan Nearn, and he 
said he believed Allen Malone, 
Billy Deupree, and Goodloe 

Early were there, along with 
Jimmy Haygood ’60 and Syd 
Butler ’60. If any other MUS 
grads remember being there 
that eventful day, please let the 
author of this newsletter know 
so that we can give you credit.

Inspired by Elvis, the 
Conundrum Dinner Club is 
planning its next dinner together 
in August at the Graceland Hotel 
and visiting Graceland Mansion 
afterward. Unfortunately, the 
Plantation Inn closed recently, 
or the group would have ended 
the evening there with a dancing 
exhibition by Ann Keesee. The 
Conundrum Dinner Club is 
made up of Memphis-based 
MUS ’59ers and their spouses 
or dates who have met together 
every other month for the 
past 25 years for dinner and 
reminiscing and reminiscing and 
reminiscing. Members include 
the Baileys, Keesees, Simmons, 
Nearns, Don Austin, Henry 
Turley, Mary Malone, and Becky 
Deupree. The existence of the 
Conundrum just goes to show 
the strength of ties that bind 
MUS alums together after 60-
plus years. If any out-of-town 

’59ers are ever visiting Memphis, 
we’ll throw a special Conundrum 
dinner in your honor!

Anne and Tommy Keesee have 
left for their summer retreat in 
Grandfather Mountain in North 
Carolina where they plan on 
having all of their family join 
them during the summer.

Jamie and Bill Simmons were 
preparing for their daughter 
and son-in-law, Mary and Tom 
Nylin, and their two grandsons, 
Hudson and William, to visit for 
a week from their home in Castle 
Rock, Colorado. Jamie and Bill 
were planning to return the visit 
to Castle Rock in early August.

Ginny and Bryan Nearn were 
heading for a seven-day trip with 
their entire family of 11 to Big 
Sky, Montana, then they were 
back for a month in Cashiers, 
North Carolina, recuperating!

No new news from Askew, 
Austin, Ellis, Kelly, Smith, 
Stebbins, or Waring. We’d 
love to get some updated 
information from each of you 
for the next newsletter.

Elvis Presley plays touch 
football at the Dave Wells 
Community Center December 
27, 1956. Lanny Butler and 
Bryan Nearn remember a 
pickup game with the King 
of Rock and Roll on Audubon 
Drive that same year. 

© Barney Sellers -  
USA TODAY NETWORK
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’60

Karen and Alex Wellford in Barcelona 
with granddaughter Anne Grinder

Karen and Alex Wellford 
attended Karen’s 60th reunion at 
the American University in Paris, 
where Karen was in the initial 
class. Afterward, they took the 
fast train to Barcelona where 
they met with granddaughter, 
Anne Grinder, who was there 
on an eight-week internship.

Carlisle Page turning 80 in 
July qualifies for a free 2022-
23 season pass at the nearby 
Purgatory Ski Resort north of 
his home in Durango, Colorado, 
which is situated on the western 
edge of the Animas River Oxbow 
Park and Preserve. He and 
his wife, Meredith, continue 
to host the local horse rescue 
charity, Spring Creek Horse 
Rescue, as landlords at their 
35-acre ranch east of Durango.

’61
Summer has arrived in the Bluff 
City with a vengeance; record 
temps were being set in June 
almost on a daily basis. This 
started the annual westward 
migration of many of our 
classmates with second homes

in the Rocky Mountains of 
Colorado, Idaho, and Montana – 
Barbara and Pitt Hyde to Aspen, 
Snow and Henry Morgan to 
Ennis, Montana. The Morgans 
earlier dispatched their “scouts,” 
Tammy and John Bell, who were 
traveling in their new monster 
motor home that would make 
Garth Brooks jealous. John and 
Tammy will be selling airplanes 
on the internet between trips to 
the trout rivers and streams of 
Idaho and Montana, where they 
will be breaking in their new, 
custom made “drift boat.” Candy 
and Cran Boyce will be escaping 
the Memphis heat on the dam-
fed trout rivers of northwest 
Arkansas. The entire Scott May 
clan will spend several weeks at 
their vacation home, high atop 
the Cumberland Plateau, in 
the Monteagle Assembly. They 
will go hiking, caving, and trout 
fishing on the nearby Elk River.

’62
I’ve been very impressed 
by some of the activities 
our classmates continue to 
tackle, from traveling the 
world to making additions 
to their homes, all the while 
keeping Father Time at bay!

Pete Shearon and I caught up 
recently. His younger daughter 
is in her second year as a Shelby 
County Public Defender and 
probably will soon take part 
in her first jury trial. She is the 
“division leader” in her division 
of General Sessions Criminal 
Court and assigns cases to the 
lawyers and trains the newer 
ones. His older daughter was just 
re-elected to her Criminal Court 
judgeship in Miami, where his 

son-in-law is a criminal defense 
lawyer. The family is presently 
remodeling a new home there. 
Pete and his younger daughter 
go down to visit often, and 
they take in Disney World 
with his two grands. Pete 
still runs with his group, and 
they rendezvous at the beach 
or in the mountains in non-
pandemic years. We spoke for a 
long time about old times and 
discussed who might take over 
this job as class representative, 
if the need should arise. 
He’s willing with some help 
from an unnamed soul. 

Cole Wilder was not his usual 
fount of information about 
everyone, but it’s always good 
to talk to him, especially when 
he’s maneuvering through 
the obstacles of Germantown 
Parkway. He is still keeping his 
hand in property management 
and gets out with his friend, 
Jennifer, to eat and work in the 
garden on his family farm.

Dan Copp shows off one of his prized 
tomatoes.

Donna and Dan Copp have 
been adding on to their home 
recently. The sauna is finished 
and usable, and the greenhouse 
is almost done. I enjoyed a 
tour recently. We compare our 
“crops,” and his tomatoes are 
always bigger and better than 
mine! They are very generous 

about sharing their home for 
dinner parties. It’s always a treat. 
We will return again soon to see 
the finished project. So far, it is 
quite impressive with custom 
designing. He and Donna 
recently worked in a trip to 
Argentina.

My neighbor, Gordon Alexander, 
has worked at Ardent Studios 
for years and told me about 
developments at Ardent after 
John Fry’s death in 2014. By the 
way, there is a great article in the 
Spring 2015 issue of MUS Today 
about John’s life. It includes 
contributions by Fred Smith, 
who was in on the creation in 
John’s garage of an enterprise 
that became Ardent. John King 
rounded out the trio. Gordon 
said John’s widow, Betty Ellis 
Fry, wanted to carry on John’s 
musical legacy and took 
control of operating the family 
business. She hired singer/
songwriter Keith Sykes as chief 
manager and Gordon, former 
music editor and founding 
member of The Dixie Flyer, to 
take over the bookkeeping and 
merchandising. Jody Stephens, 
last surviving member of 
the legendary band Big Star 
(bandmates included Chris 

Remember to 
submit photos 
whenever possible 
with your Class 
News items! 
Email ann.laughlin@
musowls.org. 

47



C L A S S  N E W S S U M M E R  2 0 2 2

Bell ’69 and Andy Hummel ’69) 
is studio manager.  Mrs. Fry 
has invested heavily in the 
structure itself, installing a new 
roof, painting the exterior, and 
re-landscaping the front. She 
also has bought new computers 
and software systems, and she 
continues to make the necessary 
repairs and improvements 
for Ardent, which turns 56 
years old later this year.

Nat Ellis always keeps me 
posted about Lee McCormick, 
but Lee just called me to ask 
about the fiscal year deadline. 
It’s July 31, so he will be able to 
get this past year’s donation in 
on time. Thanks, Lee for your 
continued support. He is still 
working as comptroller at the 
Chevrolet dealer in Columbus, 
Mississippi. Way to go, Lee!

Sallie and Richard Ford 
recently went to London and 
Paris, and then it was on to 
Le Mans. Richard reports:   

We traveled with 31 other 
Corvette owners with the 
highlight of the trip being the 
annual 24-hour endurance 
race, the pinnacle of world 
sports car racing. The trip was 
sponsored by the Corvette 
Museum and Corvette Racing, 
and they were grand hosts.

Corvette had two mid-engine 
C8.R entries and was favored 
to win its class, mostly against 
Porsches, Ferraris, and 
Toyotas. Corvette and all of 
our tour members were greatly 
disappointed to have one car 
hit debris that ruptured a tire, 
which severely damaged the car 
and took it out of the race. The 
other Corvette was totaled by 
another car ramming it into a 
wall in a catastrophic accident. 

With regard to the rest of the 
trip, it was a remarkable time 
in London because it was at 
the height of Queen Elizabeth’s 
75th anniversary. There were 
celebrations all over, and many 
people in fun costumes. Historic 
highlights were the Churchill 
War Rooms, Windsor Castle, 
Westminster Abbey, and the 
Tower of London. The Eurostar 
train from London to Paris 
was surprising, with beautiful 
French countryside, very smooth 
ride, clean, comfortable, and 
quiet with pleasing food. At 
180 miles per hour you could 
hardly feel any vibrations. We 
saw a surprising number of giant 
electricity-generating windmills, 
which are certainly better than 
sending oil and gas money to 
Putin for his war on Ukraine. 
Paris is always delightful with 

its sights, culture, fine cuisine, 
and places like the Palace of 
Versailles, the Eiffel Tower, and 
Claude Monet’s home.

The hidden jewel was Angers, 
where we stayed during the 
race weekend. We found it to 
be a really sweet town, very 
friendly, with wonderful sights 
and history and amazing 
cuisine. Quite noticeable was 
the citizens’ pride in their city 
and their culture. Our last 
night there we had a lovely 
dinner in an outdoor café as 
local musicians on the Jardin 
du Mail pavilion played French 
country pieces with guitars, 
violins, and a concertina while 
town folk encircled them with 
charming contra dance sets. 

The only disappointing part of the 
trip was that Sallie got COVID-19 
and missed the race. I got it too, 
after returning home to Signal 
Mountain. Notwithstanding 
that, it was a fine trip!

Several classmates or their 
wives have experienced health 
related setbacks, and we 
pray for all of them and wish 
them a continued recovery.

Don’t forget our 60th reunion 
coming up September 23-24. 
We welcome any ideas for 
our celebration. Fred Smith 
is semi-retired now and 
hopes to attend, so you won’t 
want to miss it. There’ll be 
a lot of catching up to do!

’66 
At its convention in New 
Orleans, Ducks Unlimited 

elected Chuck Smith as 
president, the Daily Memphian 
reported. Smith, previously 
serving as first vice president, 
is the 46th president and 
will serve for a two-year 
term. “In his acceptance 
speech, Smith committed to 
championing and leveraging 
the role volunteer-s play in 
conservation and fundraising.”

’68
John Witherington’s update 
from the Stay in Touch program: 
I am most happy to report that 
Miss Lynne is doing wonderfully. 
If you will recall, she was 
elected “Most Attractive” in the 
Hutchison Class of 1969. Well, 
guess what? She still is! The girl 
looks like she is in her 40s. She 
is incredibly physically active – 
biking, hiking, aerobics, yoga, 
and weights. I dare not cross 
her for fear of getting beaten to 
a pulp. It remains an enigma 
as to why she married me. Far 
be it from me to brag, though.

Son, John, continues to be a 
great source of pride and joy 
to us. He is a loving and very 
generous son to his old folks. We 
do get to go over to Charlotte, 
North Carolina, and to his 
place in the mountains fairly 
frequently, which is fun. He is 
a director in the Investments 
Division of Wells Fargo.

I retired fully from practice 
May 1. Retirement is highly 
recommended! I am mainly 
staying busy around the 
homestead, but I do get to shoot 
at skeet (Note “shoot at” does 
not mean I actually “shoot” Chuck Smith '66, right, with keynote speaker Archie Manning.
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skeet) and cast one of my fly 
concoctions at uncooperative 
trout every once in a while. 
Healthwise, I am well. There have 
been a few ailments consistent 
with a 72-year-old frame but 
nothing various and sundry 
surgeries couldn’t handle.

You asked how COVID has 
affected me. I can say adversely 
in that I am highly incensed at 
how it has been handled, the 
collateral mental, physical, and 
financial damage caused, and 
the nefarious political usage 
of it. That is coming from an 
internist, friends!”

Jimbo Robinson offered this 
update for the Stay in Touch 
program: COVID caused 
considerable disruption in my 
work as a prosecutor. With few 
exceptions, in-person court 
sessions were postponed, 
agencies that regularly 
brought numerous cases to 
Environmental Court were 
hobbled by restrictions, and 
much of the work of the court 
was put on hold, causing a huge 
backlog of cases that is now 
getting back to a normal load 
and pace.

Terry Wilson’s move to 
Alabama and the pandemic 
have all but silenced The 
Strangers, although we played 
a couple of times with Terry’s 
substitute on keyboard, attorney 
Preston Wilson. I’ve had the 
good fortune to be able to join 
another band, Classic Vinyl, as 
a vocalist with The Strangers’ 
John Murrah ’77 on lead guitar 
for a time (www.facebook.com/
ClassicVinylCollierville). If you 
love oldies, bring friends and 

come hear us in September at 
Delta Blues Winery in Lakeland!

My son Jay and his wife, 
Lauren, have given us our third 
grandchild, Sam, a lively, wide-
eyed toddler. They’ll be moving 
from Charleston to Birmingham 
this summer, so thankfully we’ll 
be able to see them much more 
often.

I’m trying to find some part-time 
employment that would allow 
me to retire doing something I 
enjoy. My natural instincts tell 
me to find something related 
to music; the more practical 
side of my brain tells me to find 
something law related. Who 
knows, maybe Classic Vinyl will 
grow a big enough following 
to enjoy doing until my voice 
sounds like an old billy goat’s.

All said, despite the extent of 
socio-political polarization in 
the U.S., Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine, growing hyperinflation, 

rising crime, maniacal drivers 
on the streets, widespread 
misinformation on social media, 
and waning trust in traditional 
institutions, my life’s still good. 
I’m still standing. I can still find 
plenty of things to laugh about, 
to admire, and to be glad and 
thankful about. May you all be 
healthy and safe. God bless us 
all.

’69
Wylie McLallen’s second book 
on Ernest Hemingway, A Man 
of Modern Letters, has been 
published. Read U Review on 
page 22.

’70
After years in Knoxville, Jimmy 
Ogle has finally bought a home 
there. He ran into customer 
service rep Kylun Ewing ’19 at 

a First Horizon Bank branch. 
“What a small world,” he said. 
“We had a nice long chat about 
MUS days – all good.”

’71
Stan Fri reports, “I’m still alive 
and kicking.”

Mike Webster presented an 
author talk about his 2021 book 
Retreads: Fighter Pilot Heroes of 
Two World Wars in April at the 
National Museum of the Mighty 
Eighth Air Force near Savannah, 
Georgia. An advertisement read: 
“Join us under our P51 to hear 
the grandson of Colonel ‘Hank’ 
Stovall speak about his ‘larger 
than life’ grandfather and VIII 
Fighter Command.”

’73
Recently, Keith Ingram, 
Montgomery Martin,  

Classic Vinyl has included John Murrah ’77 (third from left) and Allen McCool ’77 (third from right) and 
Jimbo Robinson ’68 (far right).
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Cecil Humphrey, Jim Varner, 
Beasley Wellford, and Wise 
Jones got together in Memphis 
for dinner and realized our 
50th reunion was coming up 
next year. Accordingly, we each 
put $100 in the pot betting 
on the Memphis Grizzlies to 
win the NBA Championship 
and pledging proceeds to the 
recreational welfare of our 
classmates. Unfortunately, the 
Grizz lost in the second round; 
consequently, our reunion will 
be a pay-to-play situation.

Lee “Norm” Drew swears he’ll 
make this one … if Charles Ivins 
comes.

And Joel “Hobbio” Hobson 
is still NOT a member of the 
esteemed Class of 1973!

A number of our classmates 
have inquired as to the dates of 
our 50th reunion for planning 
purposes. Homecoming appears 
to be September 22-23, 2023. 
Hoping Larry Hayward is 
able to join us and not miss 
his daughter’s wedding! And 
that the Tennessee Volunteers 
football schedule does not 
conflict with Buck Lewis’s travel 
commitments. Unfortunately, 
Buck consulted on the Amber 
Heard side of the Johnny Depp 
trials.

Memphis-based Montgomery 
Martin announced that owner 
and founder Montgomery 
Martin is stepping down 
after 27 years at the helm. The 
company name will remain the 
same, and Martin will stay on 
staff in the short term to aid in 
client retention and business 
acquisitions.

Beasley Wellford and teammate 
Sam Carson won the Memphis 
Country Club Member/Guest 
golf tournament. Not bad for two 
68-year-olds, even with spare 
time on their hands!

’74
Sandy Schaeffer has set a goal 
to fully retire from purposeful 
employment by August 2024.

’78
Bill Townsend was awarded a 
2022 Mojo of Midtown award 
April 6. He is recognized for 
restoring the Luciann Theater 
and development efforts 
where Summer Avenue meets 
Midtown.

Hopie Brooks ’80, Jeff 
Harris ’81, and Philip 
Freeburg ’81 enjoyed catching 
up during their annual dinner at 
Folk’s Folly.

’81
Greg Harris and his wife, Jill, 
are new grandparents. Greg 
and Jill’s daughter Samantha 
gave birth May 18 to Parker 
Mae. Samantha, her husband, 
Stewart, and Parker Mae are all 
doing well.  Greg and Jill reside 

in Austin, Texas.

Robert Shy has joined forces 
with Boyd Wade to coach the 
St. Mary’s trap team. Robert has 
been named special shooting 
coach, while Boyd remains 
assistant coach - coach of fun.

’87
Winston Brooks is pleased 
to announce that he has been 
promoted to executive director 
of the Tullahoma Area Economic 
Development Corporation. 
Tullahoma is home to Arnold 
Engineering Development 
Complex, and Winston works to 
attract aerospace and aviation 
testing industry to the region, as 
well as medical services, retail, 
and other businesses to create a 
resilient economy. “I’m enjoying 
playing golf and spending time 
with my family,” he said. “My 
daughter is off to Knoxville in 
the fall to study sustainability. 
In addition, Tullahoma is in 

the heart of Tennessee whisky 
country. Stop in for a tour if you 
find yourself in the area.”

’88
Mark Griffin has joined FTN 
Financial Capital Markets. He 
was previously a partner at 
Baker Donelson focusing on 
securities law.

Andrew McDermott finally had 
enough of the West Coast! He 
has moved in the last year from 
California to Nashville. He is 
back in Memphis from time to 
time. It’s great having Andrew 
back closer to home!

Dan McEwan has continued to 
quietly train with his water ski 
team in hopes of competing in 
the senior Olympics one day!

Jon Van Hoozer has been 
promoted to executive vice 
president at Financial Federal 
Bank.

Adams Keegan Owls flashed the U after posing for an ad for 
the MUS football media guide. Adams Keegan is a national HR, 
payroll, benefits, recruiting, and employer services firm. Standing, 
from left, Brian Evans ’92, Joe Morrison ’12, Keegan Jones ’15, 
John Keegan ’18; seated, George Early ’84, Jay Keegan ’88, and 
Trevor Benitone ’91

50   l   MUS TODAY  SUMMER 2022   



C L A S S  N E W S S U M M E R  2 0 2 2

If you happen to see Gary 
Wunderlich pushing a stroller, 
that’s not a grandchild! It’s his 
beautiful girl, Bonnie! Bonnie is 
keeping Gary young! 

’89
Horace Carter reports that son 
Joe Carter ’18 just graduated 
from South Carolina and moved 
to Charlotte to work for Hilltop 
Securities. Son Gus Carter ’20 
is a rising junior at Colorado 
and is spending the summer in 
Australia working for Hillridge, a 
company that provides weather 
insurance to farmers.

Todd Photopulos and his wife, 
Kathy (Hutchison ’90), have 
opened a 45,000-square-foot 
basketball and volleyball facility 
called P7 Sports Academy with 
some other Memphis families. 
They host regional and national 
tournaments on the weekends. 
Todd is still a partner practicing 
law at Butler Snow but also sells 
hot dogs on the weekends at P7. 

Dan Shumake’s new band, Your 
Academy, released their debut 
album in 2021. It has received 
positive reviews worldwide. 
Check your streaming services. 
Your Academy is part of the 
lineup for Memphis PowerPop 
Festival September 24 at the 
Overton Park Shell. His “old” 
band (20 years next year!), 
Walrus, was scheduled to be 
back at the Peabody Rooftop on 
July 21. Playing music directly 
from the gym parking lot circa 
1986.

’92

Former All-Star pitcher and 
three-time World Series 
champion Dave Stewart is 
leading a group seeking to 
obtain a Major League Baseball 
franchise in Nashville, that 
would be the first majority 
minority-owned team in 
Major League history. The 
group working to launch the 
Nashville Stars includes Amish 
Purohit ’92, left, a retina 
specialist who lives in Franklin. 
Also pictured are fellow board 
members John Loar, Stewart, 
Alberto Gonzales, and Eddie D. 
Hamilton. Quoted on  
www.mlbmusiccity.com, Purohit 
says, “As someone who has 
always loved baseball, it is a 
dream to get the MLB here 
in Nashville so we can have a 
hometown team.”

’94
Richard Bloom has a few fun 
projects hitting screens this 
year. During the height of the 

pandemic, he art directed 
Bullet Train, a Brad Pitt-led 
action comedy set in Japan but 
filmed almost entirely on stages 
in Culver City, California. He 
then joined the new season of 
Amazon Prime’s Nazi-hunting 
adventure, Hunters, as the 
production designer. Coming to 
Amazon’s Prime Video service 
later this year, the globe-trotting 
second season was filmed at 
home in LA, as well as in Prague 
and Austria. Upon returning 
from the Czech Republic, 
he promptly got COVID-19, 
recovered, and then jumped 
into designing the true-life 
crime story of the founder of 
Chippendales. Hulu will bring us 
Welcome to Chippendales later 
this year. Be sure to check it out.

Paul Engelberg changed jobs 
in April when he left Disney for 
Amazon Studios. He works as 
delivery manager for scripted 
international series that end up 
on their services, such as Prime 
Video.

Wayne Mink’s son, Walter 
Mink, graduated summa cum 
laude from Lausanne Collegiate 
School in the International 
Baccalaureate program. Walter 
will attend the University of 
Alabama in the fall on a full 
academic scholarship as a 
National Merit Scholar. Wayne’s 
daughter, Mackenzie, is a rising 
junior at Lausanne and is a 
master diver and rock climber. 
Wayne and his wife, Jennifer, 
recently celebrated their 20th 
anniversary. Notably, after many 
years of delay, Wayne finally 
broke down and learned to ride 
a bike.

’95
After 22 years as a consulting 
engineer, David Bradford has 
moved to Turner Construction 
Company as business 
development manager for 
Turner’s Memphis office. 
Additionally, David is wrapping 
up his first four-year term as 
Shelby County Commissioner 
and has decided to run for 
a second term. The election 
is August 4, and David is 
lucky enough to not have any 
competition!

Jermiah Sharrode McCray 
continues to work on the 
Brotherhood Showcase, set for 
October 14 and 15 at Agricenter 
International in Memphis. See 
story page 12.

Will Thompson should have 
no problem getting his morning 
cup of joe. He serves as chief 
financial officer, treasurer, 
and secretary for Riverview 
Acquisition Corp., which has 
announced plans to merge 
with Westrock Coffee Company 
and take it public. The Little 
Rock firm claims its operations 
account for 20 million cups 
of coffee a day as well as teas, 
flavors and extracts, and ready-
to-drink beverages.

’97
Will Askew is an instructor 
of Upper School History at 
Hutchison School. 

Dave Hwang has moved from 
Guilford, Connecticut, to Chapel 
Hill, North Carolina, with his 
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wife Janice, son Theo (11), 
and daughter Julia (9). He 
is now the division chief of 
Neurocritical Care in the 
Department of Neurology at 
the University of North Carolina 
School of Medicine.  Janice 
is also at UNC as the section 
chief of Endocrinology in the 
Department of Internal Medicine.

Rather Stanton, who co-
founded Legal Prep Charter 
Academy in Chicago over 12 
years ago and served as chief 
operating officer, has taken a 
new position as CFO/COO at 
The Bush School in Seattle. You 
can read about it here: tinyurl.
com/ratherstanton.

Alex Strong has been promoted 
to senior federal legislative 
director at National Association 
of Home Builders.

ESPN has named longtime 
collegiate administrator 
Michael Thompson to the role 
of vice president, programming 
and acquisitions, working 
primarily on ESPN’s college 
network properties. In his new 
position, Thompson will serve as 
the point of contact for ESPN’s 
business with the Southeastern 
Conference, including 
responsibility for SEC Network’s 
programming strategy, content 
acquisitions, and live-event 
scheduling, as well as setting 
the long-term strategy for SEC 
Network and SEC Network+, 
and overseeing content and 
publication for SECSports.com, 
the conference’s website. He 
will also oversee programming 
strategy and scheduling for 
Longhorn Network, ESPN’s 24-
hour network devoted to the 
University of Texas.

’98
Jason Bradford and his 
family decided to trade in the 
Pennsylvania snow for the 
Florida sand and beaches! He 
and his family made the 1,110 
mile move at the beginning of 
June, and they are settling into 
beach life!

Russell Casey has been named 
executive chef at Kelly English’s 
Restaurant Iris in Memphis. 
The restaurant is moving from 
Midtown to a larger space in 
Laurelwood Shopping Center, 
and it is slated to open later this 
year.

Jason Colgate has taken a new 
position as chief operating 
officer at ERC Today.

Hunter Humphreys recently 
started a new position as chief 
business development officer at 
Hix Snedeker Companies. 

Jonathan Mah continues 
making Olive Branch, 
Mississippi, more delicious 
with his Side Street Burgers. 
In addition to the one-third 
pound chuck-short rib blend 
Street Burger, he offers the Fat 
Panda Korean-style sirloin on 
French bread, Blackened Mahi 
Fish Tacos, Whatchu Talkin’ 
Bout patty melt, and more. A 
while back he teamed up with 
Mississippi Ale House next 
door. “Customers pick up their 
food and they go over to the Ale 
House and drink beer and listen 
to live music,” he told Michael 
Donohue of the Memphis Flyer. 
Mah also added his OB Pizza 
Co. inside Mississippi Ale House. 
“Hand-tossed pizzas cooked on 

David Sassen and Mike 
Hollinger ’00, a daughter, 
Alexandria Paige, born  
April 11, 2022 

Jennifer and Kevin 
Schubert ’00, a son, Beau 
Kennedy, born April 25, 2022 

Allison and Bond Hopkins ’01, 
a son, James Allen, born 
January 20, 2022 

Blair and William Adams ’03, 
a son, Henry Dunavant, born 
June 22, 2022 

Lauren and Andrew Hoff ’04, a 
son, JT, born January 1, 2022 

Annie and Sam Coates ’06, a 
son, Charlie Samuel, born  
May 5, 2022 

Caroline and Beau Creson ’06, 
a daughter, Anna James, born 
June 22, 2022 

Katie and Walker Klyce ’06, a 
son, Charlie, born June 7, 2022 

Caitlin and Jay Edwards ’07,  
a daughter, Ruth Gray, born  
April 20, 2022 

Selden and Erim Sarinoglu ’07, 
a son, Hall Aydin, born April 
29, 2022 

Carter and Grant Hopkins ’09, 
a daughter, Sterling Adams, 
born April 6, 2022 

Emily and Andrew Maroda ’09, 
a son, Archer Joseph, born 
January 18, 2022 

Holly and Tucker Witte ’09,  
a son, Callan Sinclair, born  
May 12, 2022 

Kate and Alex Perry ’10,  
a son, Paul Alexander, born 
June 30, 2022 

Stephanie and Paul 
Stephens ’10, a son, Walker 
Wharton, born June 29, 2022 

Brittany and Max Sheppard ’11, 
a daughter, Aeris Rae,  
born June 1, 2022 

Webster Cannon ’02 to Marie Kyle on June 25, 2022 

Ryan Saharovich ’10 to Rachel Bressler on March 19, 2022 

William Cross ’11 to Maddie Hartman on April 30, 2022 

William George ’12 to Loring Gearhardt on May 14, 2022 

Jack Henke ’14 to Lauren Wieties on June 24, 2022 

Alex Carruthers ’15 to Kate Thorne on February 26, 2022 

William Merriman ’15 to Courtney Geiger on March 12, 2022

Joe Preston ’15 to Izzy Gardner on July 2, 2022 

John McBride ’17 to Jordan Faulkner on August 6, 2022 

M A R R I AG ES

B I RT H S
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pizza stone. Fun pizzas like our 
White Castle Pizza, Fat Panda 
Philly, and Taco Pizza.”

’99
Adam Brinkley-Svanberg 
has taken a new position as 
customer optimization and 
enablement specialist with 
Amazon Web Services.    

Kyle Gowen has been appointed 
as chief investment officer and 
executive committee member 
at Duncan Williams Asset 
Management. 

’01
Bond Hopkins was recently 
promoted to vice president, 
commercial development at 
Crestwood Midstream Partners 
LP Houston, Texas. 

Paul McClure rocks plaid shorts and a 
killer serve on the MUS courts in 2001.

Paul McClure was inducted 
into the Washington and Lee 
Hall of Fame Class of 2022, 

being recognized for his 
contributions as a four-year 
letterman and team captain 
his senior year. He received 
First Team All-Old Dominion 
Athletic Conference honors 
in both singles and doubles 
each of his first three seasons 
but was ineligible as a senior 
due to an injury that kept him 
out of the ODAC Tournament. 
He was selected as the ODAC 
Player of the Year following 
his sophomore and junior 
campaigns, and he was named 
the ODAC Scholar-Athlete of 
the Year for men’s tennis as a 
senior. McClure garnered First 
Team All-America honors in 
singles in 2004 and 2005, and he 
teamed with David Shay to post 
doubles All-America accolades 
in 2005. McClure completed 
his career with a 64-41 career 
singles record and a 57-37 career 
doubles mark. He was named 
the 2002 W&L Outstanding 
First-Year Male Athlete and the 
2005 Pres Brown Award winner 
as the top senior male athlete. 
Additionally, he captured the 
2005 Doc Jopson Award as the 
top male scholar-athlete in the 
ODAC.

Battle Williford has been 
promoted to senior vice 
president of commercial/
multifamily lending at Financial 
Federal Bank. 

’02
Brice Bailey has sold a franchise 
for a Staks! Pancake Kitchen in 
Collierville.

’03
Marshall Goldsmith has a new 
position as director at Satori 
Capital.

Jeff Posson joins the MUS 
faculty this fall as an instructor 
in English.

’04
Elliot Embry has been named 
chairman of the board for the 
Downtown Mobility Authority, 
previously the Downtown 
Parking Authority.  

Stuart Gillespie has two hotels 
in Ouray, Colorado, and he is 
moving ahead with plans for an 
eco-resort 15 miles southwest of 
Aspen. See story page 5.

Jason Goldstein has been 
named executive vice president 
of Harkavy Shainberg Kaplan 
law firm.

Andew Hoff is still teaching 
at Rosa Fort High School. He 
married Lauren Moorhead over 
the summer, and they welcomed 
their first child, JT, on January 
1. He was a New Year’s baby at 
Methodist Olive Branch.

Andrew Hooser recently 
started a supply chain 
analytics consulting firm 
(supplychainvizion.com). 
He is still living in Memphis 
with his wife, Katie, and three 
kids (George, Adelaide, and 
Howard).

Kyle Slatery is working for 
the American Federation for 
Children. He recently completed 

the 2022 season coaching 
lacrosse with the varsity team at 
MUS.

’05
Clint Cowan has started a 
new position as an associate at 
Kirkland & Ellis.

Cooper Hopkins has started a 
new position as general manager 
at Morgan Auto Group.

Sam Sawyer reports that 
Archetape is going strong and 
has recently rebranded the 
company as Pinnacle Realty 
Advisors. They have over 
400 real estate agents at the 
brokerage operating in Texas 
and Louisiana.

’06
Derek Steiner has written the 
screenplay for Unit 234, a movie 
starring Don Johnson and 
Isabelle Fuhrman that has been 
in production in the Cayman 
Islands. In the film, a lone 
employee at a remote storage 
facility discovers an unconscious 
man locked inside Unit 234, 
chained to a gurney, and missing 
a kidney. She must then fight 
to survive a ruthless gang, dead 
set on retrieving their precious 
cargo … at any cost. Unit 234 is 
being produced by Blythe Frank 
(Wild Oats), Hadeel Reda (The 
Ride), Lee Dreyfuss (The Misfits) 
and Productivity Media’s William 
Santor (Stockholm) and Doug 
Murray (Unplugging). Johnson 
and Radiant Films International 
founder Mimi Steinbauer are 
serving as executive producers, 
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with Radiant launching 
international sales of the film at 
the upcoming Cannes Marché 
du Film.

Dex Witte completed a 
musculoskeletal radiology 
fellowship at the University of 
Virginia. He will be returning to 
Memphis to practice radiology 
with MidSouth Imaging. Dex 
and his wife, Anna, have three 
children Dex V (5), Rivers (3), 
and Poppy (1).

’07
Alexander Folk has started 
a new position as president 
at Armstrong Transportation 
Management.

’08
Michael Wills has taken a new 
position as senior portfolio 
strategist at First Horizon 
Advisors

’09
Jared Davis has opened his own 
practice for couples and family 
counseling called Jared Davis 
Counseling.

Tucker Witte has been 
promoted to director of 
syndication at System1 in Los 
Angeles. He and his wife, Holly, 
live in Brentwood, California, 
and welcomed their son, Callan 
Sinclair, on May 12. 

’10
Keith McBride, senior 
IT governance, risk, and 
compliance analyst for FedEx 
Services, has been named to 
the Memphis Opportunity 
Scholarship Trust (MOST) 
Board of Directors. In the 
organization’s newsletter, he 
told of an outstanding teacher 
in his life: “Bob Winfrey was 
my high school history teacher. 
He provided a down-to-earth 
teaching approach that was 
refreshing while making 
students want to engage and 
learn the material.”

Will Taylor, Princeton ’14 
received a Ph.D. in physics from 
Brown University May 29.

George Utkov is the co-founder 
and CPO of Yendo based in 
Dallas.

’11
Terrence Cole started a new 
position in February as 380th 
Space Control Squadron, chief of 
standards and evaluations in the 
U.S. Air Force Reserve. Terrence 
is also project manager/
operations at the Cancer 
Institute and Sickle Cell Center 

at Methodist Le Bonheur, and he 
is working on his MBA through 
the Baylor University Hankamer 
School of Business.

John Hudson has taken a new 
position as commercial bank, 
product sales specialist at 
JPMorgan Chase and Company.

’12
Alex Dale is preparing for his 
second season as a scouting 
associate for the Minnesota 
Vikings.

Jake Greenstein has been 
promoted to vice president, 
BBH Capital Partners at Brown 
Brothers Harriman.

Anthony Hodges finished his 
Ph.D. in experimental high 
energy nuclear physics at 
Georgia State University in May. 
He is currently a postdoctoral 
researcher at the University of 
Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, 
and he will be stationed at 
Brookhaven National Lab 
starting in August to work on 
the commissioning of a new 
particle detector known as 
sPHENIX.

Nate Utkov has taken a new 
position as director of data 
sciences at Atlantis Bahamas.

Jay Martin ’06 of the Sweet Cheeks team plays air guitar with 
the third-place trophy in the shoulder category at the Memphis 
in May World Championship Barbecue Cooking Contest. Other 
Owls on the team this year included Hunter Adams ’06,  
Bowers Clement ’06, Hugh Francis ’06, Bryce Hendry ’06, 
Donnie Malmo ’06, Jesse Zellner ’06, Will Aldridge ’07, 
Marshall Bartlett ’07, Philip Heppel ’07, Neely Mallory ’07, 
William Payne ’07, William Ware ’07, McCauley Williams ’07, 
Kent Francis ’08, and Carl Krausnick ’09.
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Heath Wilder has started his 
orthopedic residency at Ochsner 
Health in New Orleans.

’13
James Burnett has been 
promoted to primary care 
banker at Panacea Financial.

Sam Moore is starting a new 
position as private wealth 
associate at AllianceBernstein.

Christian Patterson is one of 
five Mary Ragland Emerging 
Artists at Nashville Opera. 
Selected from hundreds of 
applicants from across the 
country, these young artists 
introduce opera to students on 
an education tour to Middle 
Tennessee schools. They gained 
valuable experience performing 
in the opera’s mainstage 
production of Rigoletto in April, 
and they attend masterclasses 
where they improve their craft 
in acting, stage presence, vocal 
projection, and the business of 
making opera a career. To hear 
Christian’s rich tenor voice, visit 
tinyurl.com/christianp.

’14
Bud Harris has taken a new 
position as financial advisor at 
Raymond James & Associates.

Myatt McClure has taken a new 
position as judicial intern at the 
office of The Honorable Edward 
L. Morris of the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court, Northern District of 
Texas.

’15

Michael Carrier’s family 
recipe won first place in the 
Vinegar Sauce category at 
the Memphis in May World 
Championship Barbecue 
Cooking Contest. Fellow Colonel 
Rib team members Robert 
Dickinson ’20 and McRae 
Dickinson ’22 display the 
winnings.

Jack Hirschman graduated 
from George Washington 
University with top honors and 
highest GPA - 3.99, gave the class 
address, and led the class into 
graduation. He double-majored 
in physics and politics and is in 
his third year of a doctorate in 
physics at Stanford.

Carlton Orange works as an 

associate broker with CBRE in 
San Antonio.

’16
Joshua Benton has been 
promoted to tax consultant II at 
Deloitte.

Ensign Clayton Turner has 
graduated from the United 
States Naval Academy. He 
invited his former Scoutmaster, 
Director of Security Kevin 
Brown, to attend the 
commencement May 27.

Jack Skahan, Trammel 
Robinson, and Beck Blake met 
up at Jack’s soccer game in New 
York. He plays for the San Jose 

Earthquakes in Major League 
Soccer.

’17
Christian Berry has taken a 
new position as investment 
engineer at Bridgewater 
Associates.

Second Lieutenant Jalon Love 
graduated from the United 
States Air Force Academy 
in Colorado. Next, he heads 
to Vance Air Force Base in 
Oklahoma to begin work as a 
pilot.

’18
Bennett Barousse has taken 
a new position as a research 
assistant at University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville.

Wyatt Berry has started a new 
position in sales at Cannon 
Motors of Mississippi.

Following his graduation from 
LSU, Bentley Greenfield will be 
pursuing a career in technology 
risk consulting with Ernst & 
Young in their Tampa office.

Aedan McKay has graduated 
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from the University of Tennessee 
at Chattanooga, moved back 
to Memphis, and started a full-
time position with FedEx as an 
associate marketing specialist.

Will Murrah graduated in 
May from the Haslam College 
of Business at the University 
of Tennessee, Knoxville, where 
he majored in accounting with 
a collateral focus in finance. 
Following a summer internship 
with PricewaterhouseCoopers in 
New York City, he will pursue the 
Master of Accountancy at UTK 
and prepare for CPA exams.

AJ Varner – pictured with 
his grandmother, Idella 
Curtis – is a Neuroscience 
Honors Health Science Scholar 
graduate at the University of 
Texas at Austin. The university 
selected him as a Graduate 
of Distinction in Research - 
Neuroscience and Graduate of 
Distinction in Entrepreneurship 
- Neuroscience. He and his 
team created the first wearable 
medical device that can 
alert families and medical 
professionals of a possible 
suicide risk. The U.S. Air Force 
has sponsored the project. 
He was a U.S Army Regional 
Health Command Atlantic 
Otolaryngology Internship 
Selectee, and he received an 
Aspire Award, a College of 
Natural Sciences Research 

Excellence Award. AJ will be 
attending Brown University 
School of Public Health next 
year for two years and thereafter 
apply to medical school.

Leon Vo will be an incoming 
medical student at University 
of Tennessee Health Science 
Center College of Medicine in 
Memphis.

’19
Anders Croone has taken a 
position as an operations intern 
at Echelon Energy.

Ethan Hurst graduated 
summa cum laude from The 
University of Alabama with 
a major in mathematics and 
minors in English and the 
Randall Research Scholars 
Program. His research with Dr. 
Kyungyong Lee on the Jacobian 
Conjecture was submitted 
to the Rocky Mountain 
Journal of Mathematics, with 
additional papers forthcoming 
on the subject. This work 
was presented at The Ohio 
State University Young 
Mathematician’s Conference 
and Georgia Institute of 
Technology’s Undergraduate 
Mathematics Conference, and 

the project received multiple 
accolades, including the Randall 
Outstanding Undergraduate 
Research Award and first 
place in mathematics at the 
Undergraduate Research and 
Creative Activities Conference. 
Ethan is continuing full-time as 
a graduate research assistant 
in the fall and will be writing a 
master’s thesis on his research 
work. He also plans to begin 
teaching undergraduate courses.

’20
Daniel Meskin has taken a 
position as summer analyst at 
Braemont Capital.

Reilly Ring has accepted the 
position of house manager at 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon for the 
Tennessee Kappa chapter.

’21
Matthew Jones has been 
promoted to marketing/PR 
committee chair for Dore for 
a Day at Vanderbilt University, 
an organization that seeks to 
introduce prospective students 
to Vanderbilt from a uniquely 
student perspective.

William Patteson officially 
launched his own sports podcast 
called The PatteFacts with 
William Patteson. It features his 
takes on some of the hottest 

topics going on in the world 
of sports and airs weekly on 
Mondays. It is available on Apple 
Podcasts, Spotify, and on Achor.
fm.

I N  M E M O RY

Peter William 
Pace ’60

June 4, 2022

Edmund C. “Ned” 
Smith, Jr. ’60
April 19, 2022

David Lewis 
George ’75

June 13, 2022

Richard Klein 
Bollinger III ’04

April 28, 2022
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Hey, Reunion Owl!
For Homecoming 2022, we will celebrate YOU 
— along with other alumni whose graduation 
years end in 2 and 7. Mark your calendar for 
September 23-24 and plan to reconnect with 
fellow Owls. 
We hope to see you on campus! 

FRIDAY, SEPT. 23
9:30 a.m.       Homecoming Pep Rally in 
        Hyde Chapel    
              
5:00-7:00 p.m.   Homecoming Dinner in the 
            MUS Dining Hall 
       
7:00 p.m.           Football Game on Hull-
        Dobbs Field  
 
SATURDAY, SEPT. 24
7:00 a.m.       Alumni Golf Scramble at
           Audubon Park Golf Course
Class Parties

For more information visit
 musowls.org/homecoming

1992
1997

2002
2007

2012
2017
19
87

19
82

19
77

19
72

19
67

19
62

SAVE THE DATE

September 23-24, 2022
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'58 Claude Crawford: grill17@yahoo.com 
'59 Bryan Nearn: bryan@bnearn.com
'60 Metcalf Crump: metcrump@crumpfirm.com
'60 Alex Wellford: awellford@farris-law.com
'61 Scott May: sfmay@bellsouth.net
'62 Jerry Bradfield: jbradfi293@aol.com
'63 Doug Ferris: dferris@ffcfuelcells.com
'64 Bill Quinlen: wlq1975@aol.com
'65 Bob Heller: hrheller3@comcast.net
'65 Rick Miller: drrick640@gmail.com
'66 Chuck Smith: chucks@ngp.com
'67 John Pettey: john.pettey@raymondjames.com
'68 Bill Ferguson
'68 Terry Wilson: fishriveractor@gmail.com
'69 John Cady: johnrcady@gmail.com
'69 Parks Dixon: parks@gwpalmer.net
'70 Herb Davis: hdavis52@outlook.com
'70 Kelly McGuire: c.kingu70@gmail.com
'70 Jimmy Ogle: jimmyogle14@comcast.net
'71 Barlow Mann: barlow.mann@sharpenet.com
'71 Phil Wiygul: philwiygul@earthlink.net
'72 Russell Day: rkday54@gmail.com
'72 Joel Hobson: jhobson@hobsonrealtors.com
'73 Cecil Humphreys: cecil@cecilhumphreys.com
'73 Wise Jones: Wise.Jones@regions.com
'74 Mark Ruleman: markruleman@gmail.com
'74 Walker Sims: wsims@walkersims.com
'75 Lee Marshall: lee57marshall@gmail.com
'76 Gib Wilson: gwilson@lehmanroberts.com
'77 Bruce Moore: jmoore1977@comcast.net
'78 Cecil Godman: cecil.godman3@gmail.com
'78  Rob Preston: robertbatespreston52@gmail.com
'79 Arthur Fulmer: afulmer@fulmerco.com
'79 Jerry Martin: jerry.martin@mcgriff.com
'80 Louis Jehl: louis.jehl@jehlconsulting.com
'80 Bryan Jones: oatmeal0930@gmail.com
'81 Jeff Harris: jharris3@comcast.net
'81 Boyd Wade: bwade@fcgtn.com
'82 Ron Helmhout: ron@thecompanynurse.com
'83 Craig Christenbury: 
 craig@chrishillconstruction.com
'83 Jimmy Harwood:jeharwood4@gmail.com
'84 Evans Jack: evans.jack@emesales.net
'84 Drew Taylor: taylorjamesandrew@yahoo.com
'85 Ted Simpson: ted.simpson@pnfp.com
'85 Owen Tabor: otabor@aol.com
'86 Andy McArtor: andy@mcartor.com
'86 Rob Williams: robwilliamsiii@gmail.com
'86 Andy Wright: adwri@bellsouth.net
'87 Jeff Blumberg: jrblumberg@gmail.com
'87 Bill White: bill.white@westfraser.com
'88 Max Painter: max.painter@att.net
'88 Fred Schaeffer: 
 fschaeffer@strategicfinancialpartners.com
'89 Scott Sherman: scott.sherman@fhnfinancial.com

'90 Brian Eason: brian@cobuilt.com
'90 Hootan Hidaji: hootanh@yahoo.com
'90 Jeff Kerlan: jeffrey.kerlan@sterncardio.com
'91 Trevor Benitone: benitonec130@yahoo.com
'91 Ellis Haddad: ellis.haddad@raymondjames.com
'92 Chuck Hamlett: chamlett@goarmstrong.com
'92 K. C. Horne: horneKC@gmail.com
'93 Thomas Quinlen: tquinlen@gmail.com
'93 Gil Uhlhorn: guhlhorn@bassberry.com
'94 Ben Clanton: bclanton@duncanw.com
'94 Kirby May: kirbymay@hotmail.com
'95 David Bradford: dcbradford@tcco.com
'95 Gideon Scoggin: gscoggin@finfedmem.com
'95 Will Thompson: 
 wthompson@nfcinvestments.com
'96 Nelson Cannon: 
 nelson@cannonaustincannon.com
'96 Rusty Shappley: wshappley@gmail.com
'96 Spike Treadwell: spiketreadwell@hotmail.com
'97 Justin Grinder: jgrinder@grindertaber.com
'97 Trey Jones: trey.jones@ldc.com
'97 Michael Thompson: mthompsonjr@gmail.com
'98 Erick Clifford: eclifford@pointcappartners.com
'98 Don Drinkard: dddrinkardjr@gmail.com
'98 Justin Lohman: lohmanjw@yahoo.com
'99 Richard Burt: richardtburt@gmail.com
'99 Chip Campbell: chip.campbell3@gmail.com
'99 Norfleet Thompson: fltbuck@aol.com
'99 Josh Winters: joshua.n.winters@gmail.com
'00 Chris Hamilton: jchamil19@gmail.com
'00 Jay McDonald: jaypmcdonald@gmail.com
'00 Ryan Miller: phillipryanmiller@gmail.com
'01 Harvey Kay: harvey.kay@gmail.com
'01 Daniel McDonell: dmcdonell@gmail.com
'01 Battle Williford: battlewilliford@gmail.com
'02 Scott Adams: scott.adams@ftnfinancial.com
'02 Scott Douglass: smd@iplawgroup.com
'02 Frank Langston: flangston@gmail.com
'02 Joe Pegram: jdp@sldpllc.com
'03 Jamie Drinan: james.drinan@gmail.com
'03 Andy Garrett: andrew.e.garrett@gmail.com
'03 Henry Talbot: henry.b.talbot@gmail.com
'04 Kyle Slatery: slatery.kyle@gmail.com
'04 Brad Spicer: bradford.spicer@gmail.com
'05 Kane Alber: kane.alber@gmail.com
'05 Warner Russell: wgrussel1028@gmail.com
'05 Sam Sawyer: sam@shscapital.com
'06 Hunter Adams: hadams87@gmail.com
'06 Chad Hazlehurst: chazlehu@gmail.com
'06 Reid Wesson: rwesson@reliantllc.com
'07 Neely Mallory: wneelymallory@gmail.com
'07 Buck Towner: buck.towner@musowls.org
'08 Michael Cross: mscrossjr@gmail.com
'08 Connell Hall: wcchall1@gmail.com
'09 Robert Counce: rcounce@imcg.com

'09 Rhobb Hunter: srhunter5@gmail.com
'09 Jim Moore: jimmoore910@gmail.com
'10 Stephond Allmond: 
 stephond.allmond@musowls.org
'10 Hank Hill: hank4hill@gmail.com
'10 Jake Rudolph: jcrudolph4@gmail.com
'10 Paul Stephens: paul@fpkcap.com
'11 Blake Hennessy: blakehennessy11@gmail.com
'11 Chase Schoelkopf: cschoelk@gmail.com
'11 Scooter Taylor: scooter@scootertaylor.com
'12 Edward Francis: jefrancis56@gmail.com
'12 Anthony Hodges: ahodges.phys@gmail.com
'12 Lee Marshall: leermarshall41@gmail.com
'13 Tripp Crews: trippcrews@gmail.com
'13 Sam Moore: smoore410496@gmail.com
'13 Hurston Reed: hurstonreed@gmail.com
'13 Jake Woodman: jakecwoodman@gmail.com
'14  Hayden Combs: haydenpcombs@gmail.com
'14  Cal Edge: caledge901@gmail.com
'14  Chris Galvin: chris.finn.galvin@gmail.com
'14  Anthony Walton: anthonylwalton@gmail.com 
'15  Tom Garrott: tom.garrott11@gmail.com
'15  Pierce Jones: spj.jones09@gmail.com
'15  Kamar Mack: kamar@appdrop.com
'15  Joseph Preston: jpres1@ucla.edu
'15  Connor Wright: connor.m.wright97@gmail.com
'16  Nathan Dinh: nathan.dinh47@gmail.com
'16  Tim Hart: 35skates@gmail.com
'16  Mac McArtor: mcartor.mac@gmail.com
'16  Trammel Robinson: 
 trammelrobinson16@gmail.com
'17 Josh Gray: 98joshua.gray17@gmail.com
'17 Alex Hyde: alexhyde@live.unc.edu
'17 Evan Smith: evansmith11@gmail.com
'18 Barry Klug: pbklug64@gmail.com
'18 Mathon Parker: mathon.parker99@gmail.com
'18  Daniel Shumake: foofighter2210@gmail.com
'19  Scott Burnett: scottyb2256@gmail.com
'19 Stephen Christenbury:  
 christenburystephen@gmail.com
'19 William Quinlen: wquinlen@gmail.com
'20  Robert Dickinson: rd3804@gmail.com
'20  Hunter Kendall: kendall144@gmail.com
'20  Will McEwan: will.mcewan@icloud.com
'20  Will Portera: wportera5@gmail.com
'21:  Drew Burnett: drewburnett2002@gmail.com
'21  William Patteson: williampatteson3@gmail.com
'21  Edwin Shy: edwinshy21@gmail.com
'21  Nash Stewart: nashrstew@gmail.com
'21  Tamaz Young: poetrybytamaz@gmail.com
'22 McRae Dickinson: mcraedickinson@gmail.com
'22 Clayton Nearn: nearnclayton@gmail.com
'22 Fred Schaeffer: schaefferf3@gmail.com
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Includes gifts received 4/25/22 – 7/25/22
G I F TS  I N  M E M O RY

A N D  H O N O R

Your gifts in memory of loved ones or in honor of special friends enable young men at MUS to receive a world-class 
education. Memorials to Memphis University School support the Annual Fund program. Families of those whose 
memories are honored will be notified by an appropriate card with an acknowledgment to the donor. We gratefully 
acknowledge the following gifts to the school:

In Memory Of  __________ 

STEWART G. AUSTIN, SR. ’62  
Ms. Licia Hahn and  

Mr. Eugene R. Dattel ’62
Mr. and Mrs. Nat B. Ellis ’62
Mr. and Mrs. Henry W. Morgan, Sr. ’61

RETA B. BLEDSOE 
Dr. and Mrs. R. Louis Adams ’70
Mr. John H. Keesee ’69  
Mr. and Mrs. R. Hunter Humphreys, Sr. ’70
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel S. Rembert III ’60  

RICHARD K. BOLLINGER III ’04   
Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. J. Tyler Beard ’04  
The Honorable and  

Mrs. Chaseton R. Carlisle ’03   
Mr. and Mrs. Winfield S. Clifford ’04  
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan F. Cooper ’04 
Mr. Spencer P. Dailey ’04 
Mr. Joseph Davies
Ms. Stephanie Edie
Mr. and Mrs. George D. Edwards III ’03 
Mr. J. Elliot Embry ’04 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Fisher ’72  
Mr. Justin P. Foreman ’04 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Freeman ’04
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew H. Ganier ’04 
Mr. Stuart J. Gillespie ’04 
Mr. and Mrs. W. Mikell Hazlehurst III ’04 
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew S. Hooser ’04  
Mr. and Mrs. James L. Hoyle ’04  
Ms. Andrea Jones
Mr. and Mrs. A. Harris Jordan ’04 
Ms. Brooke Justice
Ms. Bailey Kirwan
Ms. Melissa Long
Mr. E. Hays Mabry III ’04 
Ms. Mallory Lightman Lester
Mr. and Mrs. W. Price Morrison, Jr. ’75 
Mr. William K. Owens, Jr. ’04 

Ms. Emily Berkey and  
Mr. William H. Presley ’04 

Ms. Beverly Ray
Mr. and Mrs. Philip D. Reed ’04 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph N. Robinson ’04 
Mr. Robert T. Rogers ’04 
Mr. Morgan D. Rose ’04 
Mrs. Nancy Welsh Smith
Dr. Abigail Y. Talbot and  

Mr. Henry B. Talbot ’03 
Mr. and Mrs. Scott M. Tashie ’04 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward T. Taylor III ’04 
Mr. and Mrs. Kyle M. Vogel ’04 
Mr. Scott B. Warren ’04 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen C. Weston, Jr. ’04 

A. ROBERT BOELTE, JR. 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Davant Latham, Jr. ’80 

FLORENCE BRITTON CAMPBELL 
Mr. and Mrs. O. Mason Hawkins

JAMES T. CARNEY ’96  
Mr. and Mrs. H. Nelson Cannon, Jr. ’96 

LARRY B. CRESON III ’83  
Dr. Char Creagh Creson

WAYNE E. DUFF 
Dr. Janice Jin Hwang and  

Dr. David Y. Hwang ’97 

THOMAS C. FLANAGAN ’87  
Ms. Catherine Travelute and  

Mr. Keith N. Woodbury ’87 

DAVID LEWIS GEORGE ’75  
Mr. Thomas H. Baker ’12 
Mr. Perry D. Dement
Mr. James David Duke ’12 
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood
Mr. William J. Hergenrader ’12  
Mr. Patrick T. Holt ’12  
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence K. Jensen 

Mr. Lee R. Marshall, Jr. ’12  
Mr. and Mrs. J. Stillman McFadden ’75  
Mr. and Mrs. W. Price Morrison, Jr. ’75  
Mr. and Mrs. Mark B. Ruleman ’74 
Mrs. Nancy Welsh Smith 
Mr. J. Heath Wilder ’12 

BETTY POTTS GIFFORD 
Mr. and Mrs. Hayden P. Combs ’14 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul E. Combs

DALE GOLDMACHER 
Mr. and Mrs. Clifford F. Goldmacher ’86 

HIRAM JENNINGS GOZA III ’71  
Mr. W. Margin Clough, Jr. ’71 

WESLEY G. GRACE 
Mr. J. Wesley Grace ’86 

JOHN E. HARKINS 
Mr. and Mrs. Jon K. Hampton ’01  
Mr. and Mrs. J. Van Menard ’93 

THOMAS NEEDHAM HORTON, SR. 
Mr. Perry D. Dement 
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew F. Saunders

JAMES CHRISTOPHER HUMPHRIES ’74  
Mr. and Mrs. J. McKnight Ray ’74 

JUDITH W. HURST 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard C. Broer
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick A.  

DeBardeleben IV
Miss Mary Nell Easum
Mrs. Claire K. Farmer
Mr. and Mrs. Paul T. Gillespie III ’01 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald J. Lazarov 
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew J. Saenger ’98 

KYLE T. KING ’87  
Ms. Catherine Travelute and  

Mr. Keith N. Woodbury ’87 

59
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ALLEN TAYLOR MALONE ’59  
Mr. W. Brigham Klyce, Jr. ’66 

JOHN C. MARSHALL, JR. 
Mr. Perry D. Dement

KENT D. MCKELVEY, JR. ’87 
Dr. and Mrs. Hugh Francis III ’76 
Ms. Catherine Travelute and  

Mr. Keith N. Woodbury ’87 

GEORGE HITE MCLEAN, JR. 
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood

THOMAS D. MOORE, JR. ’72  
Mr. and Mrs. John B. Anderson ’72 

HENRY E. NEWTON ’87 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl R. Olsen ’60 

JERROLD W. OMUNDSON 
Dr. Janice Jin Hwang and  

Dr. David Y. Hwang ’97 

PRABHAKAR PARIKH 
Dr. Sonali Parikh and  

Dr. Salil P. Parikh ’85 

H. JERRY PETERS 
Dr. and Mrs. Charles W. Parrott ’79 

PEGGY W. SEESSEL 
Mr. Perry D. Dement

ROBERT F. SHARPE, JR. ’71  
Mr. W. Martin Clough, Jr. ’71 

TERRY N. SHELTON 
Mr. and Mrs. Sean A. Alpert ’97 

EDMUND C. “NED” SMITH, JR. ’60  
Mr. and Mrs. William M. Gotten ’60 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl R. Olsen ’60 
Mr. and Mrs. Carlisle S. Page III ’60 
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander W. Wellford, Jr. ’60 

WILLIAM A. SMITH, JR. ’69  
Mr. and Mrs. Scott P. Wellford ’69 

JAMES E. TRAYLOR 
Mr. Perry D. Dement

NATALIE HOLT WILSON 
Mr. Perry D. Dement

In Honor Of  __________

GRIFFIN H. ALLEN ’24  
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Middlecoff

JAMES A. ALLEN ’22  
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Middlecoff

LOUIS F. ALLEN ’19  
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Middlecoff

BOBBY A. ALSTON 
Anonymous

RICHARD E. BATEY 
Mr. Perry D. Dement
Mrs. Claire K. Farmer
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood

PAUL M. BUNCH ’03 
Mr. and Mrs. Larry H. Bunch 

LEWIS A. BUTLER ’23  
Mr. and Mrs. Sam T. Lewis

MARK B. CHUBB 
Dr. Kristen D. Ring and  

Mr. H. Dennis Ring III

ELIZABETH R. COPELAND 
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood

MR. AND MRS. JOHN T. CREWS, JR. ’84 
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood

PERRY D. DEMENT 
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood

WILLIAM B. FERGUSON ’68  
Mr. and Mrs. J. Edgar Moser III ’68 

R. FOSTER FOGELMAN ’27  
Dr. Benjamin R. King

MARSHALL P. GOLDSMITH ’03  
Mrs. James A. Hunt

SAMUEL N. GRAHAM II ’80  
Mrs. Billie Jean Graham

JOSHUA L. GRAMM ’26  
Dr. Wendy L. Gramm and  

The Honorable William P. Gramm

WILLIAM R. GRAMM ’24  
Dr. Wendy L. Gramm and  

The Honorable William P. Gramm

ZACHARY M. HANSEN
Dr. Kristen D. Ring and  

Mr. H. Dennis Ring III

BRAXTON H. HART ’21 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark L. Hart

WILLIAM T. HOLLINGER 
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood

L. MCKEE HUMPHREYS ’01  
Dr. Ann E. Williford and  

Mr. W. Battle Williford ’01 

CHRISTOPHER M. LEWIS 
Mr. and Mrs. Jason M. Gowen

GEORGE C. LUTON ’26  
Mr. and Mrs. E. Eugene Horner, Jr.

N. GATES LUTON ’24  
Mr. and Mrs. E. Eugene Horner, Jr.

AUGUSTUS E. MEALOR ’95  
Dr. and Mrs. W. Theodore Mealor, Jr.

STEPHEN T. MEALOR ’90  
Dr. and Mrs. W. Theodore Mealor, Jr.

WILLIAM G. MEALOR ’99  
Dr. and Mrs. W. Theodore Mealor, Jr.

MUS VARSITY WRESTLING TEAM 
Mr. and Mrs. Jason M. Gowen

BARBARA C. PRESLEY 
Mr. Perry D. Dement
Mrs. Claire K. Farmer
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood

MARILYN G. REINHARDT 
Mr. Perry D. Dement
Mrs. Claire K. Farmer
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood
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COLBY H. RING ’22  
Dr. Kristen D. Ring and  

Mr. H. Dennis Ring III

REILLY J. RING ’20  
Dr. Kristen D. Ring and  

Mr. H. Dennis Ring III

PETER D. SANDERS 
Dr. Kristen D. Ring and  

Mr. H. Dennis Ring III

ANDREW F. SAUNDERS 
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood

JEAN L. SAUNDERS 
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood

PAXTON R. SILVER ’25  
Mr. and Mrs. Steven A. Silver

NANCY WELSH SMITH 
Dr. Sam J. Cox III

S. CLAY SMYTHE, SR. ’85  
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood

JACKSON S. SOLBERG ’17  
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald T. Solberg

R. TATE SOLBERG ’14 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald T. Solberg

WYATT M. SOLBERG ’23  
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald T. Solberg

MR. AND MRS. NORMAN S. THOMPSON, JR. 
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood

TERRY A. WILSON ’68  
Mr. and Mrs. J. Edgar Moser III ’68 

 

For more than 125 years, Memphis University School 
has educated young men to become the future leaders 
of our community, our nation, and the world. 

Our legacy of scholarship and leadership is perpetuated 
by caring individuals who name the school as a 
beneficiary in their estate plans.

There are generations of students yet to enroll, 
all deserving the best education possible in 
order to become future leaders.

Leave your legacy of scholarship and leadership.

For more information and estate planning tools, 
visit plannedgiving.musowls.org.

Where Tradition 
Surrounds U
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“Dude! I can’t wait to begin 
my summer reading!” said 
no student ever.   

I recently finished reading the twelfth of 
thirteen detective novels by British author 
Colin Dexter exploring the life and times 
of the cerebral cruciverbalist (crossword 
puzzle wizard) Chief Inspector Morse of the 
CID, a series of police procedurals in which 
Endeavor (his Christian name revealed 
only at the very end of volume twelve) and 
his time and place come almost palpably 
alive for the mesmerized and persevering 
reader. Beginning this penultimate volume 
in the series, I was reined in from my 

headlong gallop through Chapter One by 
the epigraph to Chapter Two. Seeming to 
be addressed to me personally, the passage 
begins “The Master shall not continue in 
his post beyond the age of sixty-seven,” 
and goes on to detail the procedure for 
his retirement. This dictum is “translated 
from the Latin, from the Founders’ Statutes 
of Lonsdale College, Oxford.” Lonsdale is, 
of course, a fictional Oxford college. Still, 
the tenure limitation must have been 
in effect at many colleges at the time. 
Being myself well beyond this (probably 
sensible) requirement for the aged Master 
to relinquish his chalkboard and hornbook 

and graze the placid pastures of contented 
retirement, I momentarily questioned my 
perception that my students today do not 
read as well as those did in times gone by. 

Aged, maybe, but I am not so naïve 
or deluded as to think that my students 
today are not as potentially capable readers 
as their predecessors (increasingly in my 
experience, their dads). No, it is not the 
ability of this generation to read that I 
question. It is their retention and enjoyment 
of the material that seem to me to be 
waning, and I believe that the lack of the 
latter is the cause of the lack of the former. 

If I ask during class a question 

THE LAST WORD

Reading? Where’s the Fun in That?
by Norman Thompson
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concerning grammar, the answer 
forthcoming is immediate and usually 
correct. But a question concerning the 
meaning of the reading assignment often 
evokes a blank stare devoid of obvious 
conscious cerebration. If I press the 
student caught in my crosshairs, if I tell 
him, “I have all period,” he will often say, 
“I’m not sure” (which he pronounces 
schure). Should I continue to press him, 
if I ask leading questions, something 
more or less resembling a thought 
germane to the reading will often emerge, 
indicating that he did at least skim the 
assignment. But he did not enjoy it. 

Does the student today frequently seek 
the aid of Shmoop or any other of many free 
online “helpful study guides”? Of course, he 
does; such efforts to straighten the arduous 
path to enlightenment are nothing new. 
As I have recounted elsewhere, many years 
ago we were studying Macbeth in my British 
Literature class when I noticed a student 
holding up his “text,” which happened to be 
a lurid graphic rendition of the play, the title 
of which and the Scots king’s crown dripping 
with blood. When admonished, this junior 
scholar defended his choice of text, arguing 
that despite the repellent pictures, the words 
in the speech bubbles were Shakespeare’s. 
Examining the magazine, I pointed out 
that a few – a very few – of the words were 
the Bard’s, and that we were studying 
Shakespeare’s words, not the grotesqueries 
of an artist with a sanguinary palette. 

At another even earlier time when 
the The Odyssey adorned the ninth-grade 
syllabus, I could identify the students who 
relied on Cliff ’s Notes “study guide” instead 
of the text of the epic. In chapter 20 one 
of the vile suitors usurping Odysseus’s 
hearth and home and wooing Odysseus’ 
wife Penelope, in his anger hurls a “cow’s 
hoof that was in the dish” on the feasting 
table at the disguised Odysseus. Several 
students would answer the quiz question, 
“What does an enraged suitor fling at 
Odysseus?” with the answer that a “bone” 
was launched at the epic hero. This was the 
assertion to be found in Cliff ’s Notes. For 
some years I was able thus to distinguish 
categorically the slackers from the scholars. 
I always wondered why more (or any) 
students did not ask why a cow’s hoof was 
in a dish on the banquet table. Did the 
suitors consume an entire cow, leaving 
only the hooves in the dishes as potential 
projectiles? I am glad that the question 
was never posed, for I had no answer to it. 

Occasionally, the procrastinating 
student will opt for the movie version of 
the assigned novel, a gambit that never 
works out well for him. One would have to 
be told that the 1998 film version of Great 
Expectations is based on the Dickens novel, 
for it bears little resemblance to the original 
work. And even the superb 1946 David Lean 
version is of limited use to the shortcut-
minded student, as it eliminates subplots 
important to the theme of the novel. And 
neither of the film versions (1963 and 1990) 
of Lord of the Flies is of much help to the 
quiz-taker, as both rely almost totally on 
visual impact to tell the story, the more 
recent film relying on excessive violence. 
The poetry, the imagery, the philosophic 
profundity of the novel is largely absent 
from both films. I have smiled inwardly as 
the rare movie-relying student will express 
his suppressed anger and frustration that 
his hour-and-a-half spent with a film had 
helped him very little in his quest to pass 
a quiz with the least effort possible.  

Much more recently and even more 
acutely wondering why students sometimes 
seemed more disconcerted by reading 
assignments than by writing assignments, 
I assigned an initial writing exercise on the 
first or second day of class, an essay to be 
entitled “What Reading Means to Me.” I 
assured the class that their grade would be 
based on organization, correct grammar, 
proper introduction of quotations, and 
clarity. I further assured the class that the 
grade would be independent of content, 
and I urged the class to produce, explain, 
and exemplify their opinions, and not 
merely to give the teacher what the essayist 
thinks that the teacher wants to hear. 

The results were predictable and 
disappointing to me. While generally well 
written in accordance with the parameters 
of the prompt, none expressed the ineffable 
joy to be derived from the configuration, 
the sound, the reverberations of words 
on a page. None, or few, found pleasure 
in the imagery that words can create to 
waft the reader to another time, another 
place, another view of what we think of as 
“reality.” None celebrated the excitement, 
the contentment of recognizing an 
allusion embedded in the text. They 
wrote about what they had read. But 
they did not enjoy what they had read. 

When it comes to reading, why do so 
many students seem to troop under the 
banner of lethargy and procrastination? We 
are all aware of the usual suspects: video 

games, movies, television, media that do 
not require the spectator to participate 
actively in the experience. In fact, the 
participant is encouraged to be passive, 
unanalytical, unquestioning.  Doubtlessly, 
hormonal disquietude contributes to poor 
reading habits. A recent chapel speaker, 
a psychologist, identified hormonal 
imbalances in young people as a source of 
stress and anxiety that militates against 
quiet extended periods of concentration, 
periods often vitiated further by the 
mere presence of the cell phone. This 
entertaining psychologist used the word 
in vogue, “mindfulness,” to describe the 
mental state achieved by focusing one’s 
awareness on the present moment, by 
refusing to be distracted by ubiquitous 
and beguiling stimuli. Every teacher can 
attest to the multitude of distractions that 
seduce the student’s attention: the ticking 
of the clock on the wall, the parched or 
bladder-bloated student requesting a 
bathroom pass to escape the classroom 
lecture, the powerful urge to complete (or 
begin) the homework due in another class. 

But value-producing reading requires 
extended, uninterrupted concentration. 
The popular novelist Barbara Kingsolver 
observes that “Good fiction creates 
empathy. A novel takes you somewhere 
and asks you to look through the eyes of 
another person, to live another life,” noble 
aims that cannot be achieved unless the 
reader allows himself to be subsumed in 
the world of the text being read. And if the 
young reader can train himself to achieve 
this mystical state of absorption in the 
world of the text, his life will be forever 
after enhanced by his achievement. And 
he will come to enjoy what he reads. 

Pulitzer Prize-winning author Ray 
Stannard Baker wrote in 1907 a brief 
panegyric to books that if adopted 
by the young reader would transform 
what for him now is drudgery into 
what it may become – enjoyment.

“What a convenient and delightful world 
is this world of books – if you bring to it not 
the obligation of the student, or look upon it 
as an opiate for idleness, but enter it rather 
with the enthusiasm of the adventurer.”

Norman Thompson has been an MUS 
instructor in English since 1972, and 
he holds the L. Edwin Eleazer III 
Chair of Excellence in Teaching.
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Stormy weather forced Commencement 2022 out of Stokes Stadium and into 
Ross Lynn Arena, but it did not dampen the celebration or the joy in the cap 
toss. The graduation section begins on page 14.
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The campus bristled this summer with 
athletic workouts, sports camps,  
Prep-for-Success classes, Camp U day 
camp, college essay sessions, and even 
practices for our National Junior Classical 
League Convention Certāmen team. (Go, 
Bubones!) Opening Convocation was 
August 15, and then the 2022-23 school 
year was off and running. Visit  
musowls.org/news-and-social and MUS 
Athletics (@OwlBuzz) on Twitter to keep up 
with the latest campus events.


