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In K’iche’ Maya mythology, caves were the entrance to the underworld, which the Maya called Xibalba
(Place of Fear). For Bruce Minkin ’69, caves are a place of otherworldly beauty. Through a recent trip
to the Chiquibul Cave System in western Belize, Minkin fulfilled a 10-year dream, visiting an area that
local guides estimate fewer than 50 people have explored. The Chiquibul is a bit harder to reach than
the caves Minkin explored as a teenager in Tennessee; the journey required an arduous trek through
the jungle. But this meant a chance to visit one of the largest underground chambers in the world, and
as Minkin said, “I had to go there.” This pool, near the entrance of Kabal Cave, is where Minkin and his
fellow explorers got their drinking water. See story on page 5.
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FROM THE EDITOR

Stepping Up
It’s been five years since I sat in the sanctuary of
Second Presbyterian Church watching my first MUS
graduation, hearing Headmaster Ellis Haguewood
recite one of Headmaster Ross Lynn’s favorite
excerpts:
Each is given a bag of tools,
A shapeless mass,
A book of rules;
And each must make –
Ere life is flown A stumbling block
Or a steppingstone.
I thought about that poem, A Bag of Tools by
R.L. Sharpe, as I read through Class News this issue,
seeing the accomplishments of students who have
graduated since that day.
In this one slice-of-life report, I learned that
two Owls are serving as student body presidents, at
Georgetown and Arkansas, and others have taken
on leadership roles in publications, music, and
philanthropy. Several have received honors and
awards celebrating academic excellence, leadership,
and cultural inclusion. Three have been drafted by pro
sports teams, and others have distinguished themselves with accomplishments on college teams. Those
first boys I watched receive their diplomas, from the
Class of 2012, have graduated college and launched
their careers or gone on to graduate work. One from
the Class of 2017 recently celebrated graduation
and his successful battle with leukemia by thanking
members of the MUS community for their support.
For every laud, achievement, and triumph listed
in Class News, there are thousands of others through
the years, as Owls have made steppingstones in life
built upon lessons learned – surely by overcoming
stumbling blocks along the way.
Memphis architect Tom Marshall ’77, profiled
on page 16, built upon lessons learned in Mr.
Haguewood’s English literature class to discover
his calling.
“In 11th grade, I felt as if I had been waiting all

my life for someone to explain to me the relationship
between nature and architecture – how the works of
Thoreau and Emerson had rhythm and shape,”
he says.
Another steppingstone, his 21 years on the City
Council, helped Marshall understand how to navigate
the complexities of bureaucracy and get things
done, including the creation of Bass Pro Shops at the
Pyramid.
North Carolina hand surgeon Bruce Minkin ’69
built a career in medicine after choosing that path
over archaeology in college because he wanted to
help people. He has remained connected to archaeology, however, through his avocation – exploring caves
and Mayan culture in Belize. He shares his latest
adventure on page 5.
New York-based entrepreneur Diego 		
Winegardner ’87 was so impressed with Shelby
Farms Park during a recent bike ride that he is
building a new music festival there with the support
of several Owls. Read about the first Mempho Music
Fest in the park, set for October 6-7, on page 24.
One of our newest Owls, Pete Sanders, is
building upon his history as a boys’ school graduate
and 33-year-veteran teacher, coach, and administrator as he assumes the role of headmaster. Friends and
former associates from Greenville, SC, describe him
as a graceful leader with a deep respect for tradition
and a heart for students. See the story on page 10.
In the poem A Bag of Tools, the stanza preceding
the oft-quoted passage above reads, “Common
people/like you and me/are builders for eternity.”
It would seem a vast number of Owls, tools in
hand, are building on this concept.

LIZ COPELAND
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS
LIZ.COPELAND@MUSOWLS.ORG

Right, Minkin saw this stone carving in a ceremonial
cave on the Indian River in the Blue Hole Reserve.

Into the
Chiquibul
Cave explorer Bruce Minkin
tackles daunting adventure
10 years in the making

BY BRUCE MINKIN ’69

Photos by Juan Carlos Ocana l JuanCarlosOcana.com

Editor’s Note: Many physicians enjoy leisurely pastimes to decompress from the rigors of their medical
practice – fishing, or gardening, or golf. North Carolina hand surgeon Dr. Bruce Minkin ’69 does something
more intense: cave exploration. Recently, he traveled to the Chiquibul Cave System in western Belize, caves
that only a handful of people have explored. The Nature Conservancy describes the meandering system as
“the longest in Central America, and a treasure trove of geological and archaeological wonders.” Minkin’s
story follows below. His Belizean adventures have been featured in our magazine before; read “Parasites,
Snakes, and Botflies. Oh My!” in MUS Today, April 2006, which is archived on our website under Publications.

t

he Chiquibul. The name conjures
up images from my favorite
childhood book, The Lost World
by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. It is
a mystical place filled with fantastical
creatures in a dense rainforest. The
Chiquibul Forest Reserve contains
one of the largest cave systems in
the Western Hemisphere, and the
Belize Chamber is the second largest
underground gallery in the world. I had
to go there. It took me 10 years to make
it happen.
The Chiquibul National Park is
over 400 square miles, making it one
of the largest nature preserves north
of the Amazon. It is located on the

Bruce Minkin descends 150 feet to Kabal
Cave’s Ledge of Offerings for a look at
Maya artifacts.

border of Belize and Guatemala, and
the cave system underneath the surface
encompasses nearly 540,000 square
feet. It would be like walking from Mud
Island to Collierville underground.
Poaching and illegal activities

have significantly impacted this pristine
rainforest. Friends for Conservation and
Development (FCD) in Belize is fighting
a valiant battle to limit poaching and
timber cutting in the park. The situation
is complicated by the recent discovery
of gold in the reserve and the extensive,
illegal mining that has ensued. It is
through the FCD that we were able to
organize our expedition.
My good friend Cameron Griffith
has been involved in archaeology in
Belize for 30 years. He was excited
to join the expedition and especially
interested in checking out an archaeological site near the entrance to the
Chiquibul Cave System. Juan Carlos
Ocaña, an expert caver and internationally recognized cave and nature
photographer, jumped at the chance to
accompany us.
Our objectives were to check out
the cave’s Ledge of Offerings and to
photograph the extensive cave of Kabal
in the eastern section of the system.
Unfortunately, the other entrance at
Cebada is currently restricted because
of insurgent activity.
The Chiquibul is not easy to get
to. Cameron, Juan Carlos, and I met in
Belize City and drove four hours – a
drive that included about 40 miles of
dirt road – to the Las Cuevas Research
Station. There we met our guides and
prepared our equipment.
Our guides made up an interesting
collection of highly skilled jungle
experts.
Wendy (girl’s name, tough guy)
Garcia, the director of the Chiquibul

Karst Management Team, is an expert
in cave rescue and vertical rope
techniques.
Marcus Cucul is a K’iche’ Maya
who speaks English and Spanish in
addition to his native tongue. With his
vast knowledge of the jungle and its
plants and animals, walking with him
is like having a guide in a pharmacy
or grocery store. I was amazed by the
medicinal and edible plants.
Cano, our ranger guide, is a highly
trained jungle warfare expert who has
been on many interdiction missions
in the jungle to help control illegal
activities. I think his pack weighed as
much as he did. He ran the perimeter
all night, dressed in total head-to-toe
camouflage, and never slept. Many
times on the trail he would appear out
of the bush like a ghost, startling us.
Ronnel, our cook, carried an
extraordinary amount of gear for
feeding us in the bush. He even made
fresh tortillas on a slab of metal for each
meal. Johnny helped carry our gear.
He never complained and had a great
attitude throughout the expedition.
There was no direct way to get
to the cave entrance. We loaded
all our gear and nine people into a
pickup truck and drove for two hours
to the nearest drop-off point. With no
established trail, we hacked through the
jungle with machetes for 10 kilometers.
The route in was very complicated
because of huge downed trees from
last year’s hurricane, which we had to
go over and under hundreds of times.
We finally got within an hour of the

After leaving the Chiquibul Cave System, Minkin and wildlife photographer Juan Carlos
Ocana spent several days in the Caves Branch area in Central Belize for additional
birdwatching, cave kayaking, exploration, and photography.

In the Blue Hole Reserve, Minkin
explored this ceremonial room in
Crystal Cave, a site of ancient
Maya religious rituals.

base camp, and the skies opened up.
Monsoon rains hit us hard. The guides
arranged a tent tarp and covered our
gear. Fortunately, we were able to fill
all our water bottles from water off the
tarp filtered in Cano’s bush hat. The best
cup of steaming coffee I’ve ever had was
cooked up on a camp stove by Johnny.
We reached the base camp at dusk.
I was laughing and goofing around
when Cano used hand signals to tell me
to freeze. He had heard rustling in the
bush. Anyone in this area was a bad guy.
After searching the jungle, he thought
the situation was safe.
We set up our Hennessy jungle
hammocks and prepared the campsite,
spending the evening preparing our
gear and checking our complicated
camera strobes. We had to set priorities
for the next few days. Since the Ledge of
Offerings was one of our main goals, we
elected to get there the following morning. During the night, Juan Carlos heard
heavy breathing and a low rumbling
growl outside of his hammock. The
guides told us the next morning that a
jaguar had come through the camp.
We thought it would only take a
half day to check it out and do photography later, but plans don’t always go as
scheduled! We climbed down vertically
1,000 feet to the Kabal Cave entrance,
which was located in a sinkhole the size
of Central Park. The guides decided to
go through the brush-choked sinkhole
to get to the dropoff for the Ledge of
Offerings. We chopped through the
undergrowth with machetes for two
hours. A vertical climb of 100 feet got us
to the rim of the canyon, and our group
rigged for the 150-foot descent into the
cave. This all went smoothly. We then
traversed the cave, skirting a 300-foot
sinkhole. The climb up to the Ledge of
Offerings was not too difficult with the
aid of safety ropes, although the cave
was full of logs and debris from massive
flooding in the past. A 100-foot log
wedged above us indicated the danger

of flash floods during the rainy season.
We found significant artifacts on the
Ledge, including metates (or grinding
stones), pottery vessels, and obsidian
blades. These blades were used during
bloodletting ceremonies in the cave.
Unfortunately, much of the material
had been looted. Cameron documented
the site, including GPS coordinates.
The ascent out of the cave was
more complicated. Juan Carlos and
Marcus exited without any problems.
Cameron had difficulty ascending and
became stuck on rope, unable to go
up or down. Harness syndrome is a
dangerous situation in which hanging
on rope can lead to internal organ
damage. After about 45 minutes, the
guides were able to arrange a haul
system. He was lowered to the cave
floor to rest, and he finished the last
of our water. The haul system worked
well, and the guides were able to extract
him, but the process took almost three
hours. I ascended without difficulty but
did not get on the rope until after 9 p.m.
With everyone safely out of the
cave, we had to decide how to get
back to the base camp at night. Hiking
through the jungle in the dark is a hairy
situation. The guides decided not to go
through the sinkhole because the trail
was so overgrown. With compasses
and a GPS we were able to bushwhack
through the jungle and return to base
camp about 11 p.m. Fresh water and
dinner were waiting for us.
After a good night’s sleep, we
prepared our gear for photographing
Kabal Cave. The entrance to this cave
is enormous. A 747 could easily fly
through it! Juan Carlos spent hours
composing photographs with our
specialized strobes. Unfortunately, the
expedition was only planned for three
days, and we ran out of time to photograph the Sand Passage, a chamber one
mile in length. It was time to exit Kabal
for our return trip to the Research
Station.

The trek out of the jungle took
seven hours, but it was easier because
we had already cut the trail. Juan Carlos
nearly stepped on a fer-de-lance, a
highly venomous snake whose bite can
be fatal.
Once back at the research station,
we spoke with the director about our
expedition. We discussed ideas about
ecotourism that would help protect and
preserve the park. Juan Carlos’ photos
will be invaluable for promotion of the
Chiquibul Reserve.
Cameron had another project
planned for GPS mapping with students
from the U.S., so he dropped off Juan
Carlos and me at the Caves Branch
area in Central Belize. We spent several
days checking out caves in the Blue
Hole Reserve, birdwatching, and cave
kayaking. The highlight was checking
out a shelter cave on the Indian River
that had extensive rock carvings and
ceremonial artifacts on the floor of
the cave. This was an important Maya
archaeological site that Cameron
subsequently documented with a 3D
scanner.
Overall, our expedition was a
success. According to our guides, only
some 50 people have seen the Chiquibul
Cave System. By documenting the
cave with photographs and registering
the Ledge of Offerings, our expedition
aided the promotion of the Chiquibul
National Park.
I went into the Chiquibul, and now
the Chiquibul is in me. Want to go?
If you can thrive and not just survive
in the jungle, if you have an intense
desire to see one of the best pristine
rainforests in the Western Hemisphere,
and if you love cave exploration, the
Chiquibul is your place. You can
contact me at trlobytex@charter.
net, and I can tell you how to make
arrangements with the Friends for
Conservation and Development in
Chiquibul National Park.

Taking Wing
BY LIZ COPELAND

Former associates laud Headmaster Pete Sanders’ graceful leadership, respect
for tradition, and ability to connect with students, parents, teachers.
Plus, for Pete and his wife, Tracey, there’s just something about Owls.

few weeks after settling into the
Headmaster’s House – and meeting the
family of owls inhabiting the backyard –
Pete Sanders and his wife, Tracey, experienced a crowning moment in the life of their daughter.
They watched 22-year-old Hope graduate with first honors
and a degree in International Relations and History from
Royal Holloway, University of London. As the organ fanfare
played and Hope processed down the aisle of the gilded
Victorian College Chapel, her parents were filled with
joy – and a tinge of nostalgia.
“She’s our one and only, so on a personal level, it was
monumental … very moving,” Sanders says.
As an educator, he was more analytical. “It was
interesting talking with Hope afterward about how much
she had learned in [high] school – a school with a mission
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and curriculum similar to ours – how much of that came
into play with her success in college,” he says.
Hope was in the International Baccalaureate program
at Christ Church Episcopal School in Greenville, SC, where
her father was Upper School director. Now she is studying
Arabic in Amman, Jordan.
“It makes me a little bit worried, but there we go,”
Tracey Sanders says.
Except for their pet beagle, the Sanders have largely
been empty-nesters since Hope graduated three years ago
and fulfilled her dream to study overseas. Her father was
not thrilled, at first, with their daughter going so far away,
but he supported her decision. Tracey is philosophical
about Hope’s independent character and future plans:
“Our daughter is spreading her wings, and we’re here to
help MUS boys learn how to spread their wings.”

Following a nationwide search,
the Board of Trustees named Peter
D. Sanders the next headmaster
last October. He began his tenure
June 19, upon the retirement of Ellis
Haguewood, who had served as
headmaster for 22 years and teacher
since 1969.
Since his appointment Sanders
has focused on his first and most
important goal – “to look, listen, and
learn,” as he has said. “My highest
priority is to get to know people as well
as possible and understand all aspects
of the MUS culture.”
To that end – in back-to-back office meetings, plus breakfasts, lunches,

and dinners – he met this summer with
trustees, alumni, parents, faculty, and
members of the community. He also
enjoyed visiting with a few students
on campus in summertime, including
Bobby Wade ’18, Student Council
president, and senior Alexander
Goodwin ’18, who worked in the
Communications Office.
Sanders was in a rush when he
first met Goodwin, so the headmaster
returned the next morning for a longer
visit. It was a small act of kindness
but one that illustrates the care and
concern members of the Christ Church
Episcopal School community say they
experienced from the administrator

over the past decade.
Lisa Hamberis, mother of two
daughters who graduated from the
school in 2012 and 2015, says Sanders
has “a sixth sense with students” that
makes his interactions with them
very effective. She remembers seeing
him connect with a student who had
been revving his deafening chopper
motorcycle in the school parking lot,
conversing amiably about the bike for
a few minutes before telling the teen he
could not ride it to school.
“Pete can just chill out a
situation,” she says. “He is a graceful
administrator.”

Tracey and Pete Sanders traveled to London this summer for the graduation
of their daughter, Hope, from Royal Holloway, University of London.
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Students ham it up as they search the clouds for a view of the eclipse with Headmaster Sanders.

Part of that comes from his ability
to truly listen, Hamberis says. “High
school students need that. I think it’s
a hard age, and a lot of the kids are
overcommitted, with sports, theater,
yearbook, and schoolwork to be done.
It’s hard to juggle all that. He has a
very calming effect on people. I think
that brings the stress level down when
talking with kids – whether someone’s
in trouble or struggling with school.”
Another parent, Leslie Williams,
describes Sanders “quiet strength,”
saying he cultivated an environment
of mutual respect among teachers,
parents, and students. “At CCES
Pete was known for his kindness,
dedication, and fairness in all that he
did. He is a gifted teacher, an effective
administrator, and has a true regard
for academics.”
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Williams, mother of a daughter
who graduated in 2014 and a son who
is a rising junior, says he will be greatly
missed in the Greenville school. As a
going-away gift, his American History
class surprised him with “Pete Sanders
Homework Camp” T-shirts, she says,
in honor of the time he reserved in his
day to help students with classwork
and homework. “Pete has an innate
ability to captivate the interest of his
students; he makes learning fun.”
His connection to the classroom –
which he plans to continue by teaching
ninth-grade American History next
semester – keeps him in touch with the
demands on teachers. David Wilcox,
an Auburndale (now St. Benedict at
Auburndale in Cordova) grad who
taught math and coached soccer at
Christ Church Episcopal for the last

10 years, said Sanders supported his
teams on the playing field – “even in
the down years” – and empowered
him in the classroom, including the
teacher’s efforts to develop a statistics
course.
“He gave me the flexibility to
shape my curriculum and choose my
textbooks and class materials in the
best way that I saw fit.” When Wilcox
proposed working on a master’s degree
in applied statistics, Sanders approved
it. “His justification was that more
advanced education in my teaching
field would find its way back into the
classroom.”
Wilcox also describes Sanders’
care and support after his knee-replacement surgery last summer. “Pete
checked on me daily, helped me get
class coverage, and personally brought

food for me and my two sons during
a lengthy visit a few days after the
surgery. Bottom line, Pete cares about
his faculty and staff … He also takes
the time to notice details on what each
one is doing for the school.”
Leonard Kupersmith, headmaster
at Christ Church Episcopal School,
describes Sanders as “an independent
school leader through and through”
and a man who honors traditions
and customs. “He does not endorse
wholesale change. Instead, he
mediates between a keen reverence for
the past and a quick awareness of the
imperatives of change,” Kupersmith
says.
“[Pete] endorses high standards
of conduct for all members of the
community. He respects the dignity of
every individual. He puts the good of
the school over self-interest. He understands the significance of the choice a
parent makes by entrusting his or her
child in the care of the school. Pete is
urbane without pretense; confident
with humility; flexible with plenty of
backbone; and warm and kind without
ulterior motives. ... Pete loves teaching
and learning, [and he] knows what
goes into sturdy performance in the
classroom. He is a star with students
because his affection for them is
genuine. Parents find him accessible,
straightforward, and reliable. ...His
virtues [are] illuminated in tough
circumstances.”
Hamberis remembers one tough
situation in 2013 when a Christ
Church family of four perished with
another Greenville family in an
Alaska plane crash. She was struck by
the administrator’s compassionate
response, as he initiated a memorial

service and made himself available to
students, including her daughter, who
had lost her best friend. “If your school
community handles [a tragedy] well,
and you feel like you have a place to
go and someone to talk to, it makes a
huge difference,” she says.
Hamberis, parent arts chair at the
school, says Tracey Sanders was very
supportive behind the scenes, lending
a hand when needed for theater and
musical productions. “She’s great, a
wonderful person to have helping out.”

Upper School Principal Barry Ray and
Sanders share a laugh before chapel.

Tracey, who has a degree in economics from George Mason University,
calls herself a “recovering techie.” She
has worked in banking and, more recently, in website support and marketing. She completed a contract project
a few weeks before their move and
says she is content to focus on settling
in for the time being. The daughter of
a Presbyterian minister, she was an
elder at Fourth Presbyterian Church
in Greenville. Pete had served as a
deacon and elder at their churches in
Fort Lauderdale, FL, and Richmond,
VA. Here in Memphis they are looking

Pete Sanders Bio
seasoned educator and
administrator with 33
years of experience at
independent schools,
Peter D. “Pete” Sanders came to MUS
from Christ Church Episcopal School
in Greenville, SC, where he had served
as director of the Upper School and a
history teacher since 2007. There, he
expanded the college counseling office
and helped increase enrollment by 33
percent over nine years. He also introduced Chinese into the curriculum and
instituted a faculty-evaluation system
focused on professional development.
Previously, he served as Upper
School head at University School in
Fort Lauderdale, FL; and Brunswick
School in Greenwich, CT. He also
spent 13 years at Collegiate School
in Richmond, VA, where he served as
assistant Upper School head; coached
football, baseball, and softball; and
advised the Honor Council.
Education is the Sanders family
business: His late father, David S.
Sanders, was a professor of American
literature at Harvey Mudd College in
Claremont, CA, where Pete graduated
from Webb School of California, then a
school for boys. His brother and sister
also had careers in higher education.
He received his Bachelor of Arts in
history from St. Lawrence University in
Northern New York (1980); a Master of
Arts in history from Queen’s University
in Canada (1981); and a Master of
Education in administration and
supervision from the University of
Virginia (1995).
He has been married to Tracey
for 29 years, and their daughter,
Hope, recently graduated from Royal
Holloway, University of London.

A
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forward to getting involved at Idlewild
Presbyterian Church in Midtown.
Avid hikers, they also anticipate
discovering the Mid-South’s wilder
side. “We pretty much covered the
Southern Appalachians,” Pete says, “and
we’re looking forward to exploring the
Ozarks.”
Back from their London trip in
mid-July – with a tin of Harrods English
cream toffees for the staff – Pete and
Tracey have continued settling into
the Headmaster’s House and life in
Memphis. They have gone to some
Redbirds games and frequented nearby
Wild Beet Salad Company “more than

I would like to admit,” Tracey says. And
they have marveled at the hospitality of
the Owl community.
“The welcome we received over
the summer was so heartening and
affirming, convincing us we had made
the right decision to come to MUS and
Memphis,” Pete says. “This is a wonderful school and an exciting city!”
“The Search Committee has made
this transition so easy,” Tracey says.
“We’re just thrilled to be in Memphis
and to be at MUS, which has a stellar
reputation across the country. Pete is
so excited to be back in a boys’ school
– he graduated from a boys’ school
[Webb School in Claremont, CA]. 		
We couldn’t be happier.”

They have enjoyed another
welcoming committee – those owls in
their backyard.
Coincidentally, they also had
owls in their backyard in Greenville.
While in Memphis for a visit during the
interview process, Pete asked about the
school mascot. “When someone said it
was owls, we had one of those cartoon
moments turning to look at each other,”
Tracey says. “We know about owls; we
watch them every night! Having that
continue here is just lovely.”
They have heard the Headmaster’s
House owls do divebomb people
occasionally. That’s a Memphis adventure they have yet to experience.

Q
& A with the Headmaster
What have you learned
about MUS that has most
surprised you?
What has stood out to me is the devotion to the school and what it stands
for, especially among alumni. Many of
them have described to me how their
experience at MUS was truly transforming. That is a great testament to the
school.

You graduated from a
school for boys. What is
the value of single-sex
education?
Adolescence can be a difficult passage,
with social factors often creating stress
and distractions. When I was a student
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at Webb School in California, I felt the
all-boy environment allowed me to
fully concentrate on my school work.
It made an enormous difference for
me. Some may argue that co-education
is the real world and better prepares teenagers for what lies ahead. I
disagree. Our teens are natives of the
real world. They need no schooling in it.
I would argue that what they do need
is an education that is, in many ways,
countercultural to the current landscape of our society – one that stresses
truth, honor, service, leadership, and
personal accountability. They need an
education that is tailored to the way
they learn and instructors who know
how to teach them.

When you first walked
into our Dining Hall, you
expressed your appreciation for the portraits
of teachers that line the
walls. Why?
What makes schools such as MUS so
special is the positive interaction that
goes on in the classroom between gifted
teachers and eager students. Teachers
are on the front lines with the students.
When alumni return to campus, they
want to see their teachers. I have visited
many independent schools over the
years, and I have never seen such an
example of a school honoring teachers
as those portraits. When I saw them,
I knew immediately that MUS knows
what is important and of value.

Q
& A continued
What aspect about
serving as headmaster
most appeals to you?
The opportunity to make an institutional
impact. I enjoy the academic life and the
people who make up a school community. I am looking forward to advancing the
mission of MUS with involvement from
all the school’s stakeholders.

What areas of your
expertise do you expect
to be most useful to you
in your new role?
My experience as a classroom teacher is
at the heart of what I do. I have always
enjoyed finding effective ways to convey
a lesson and challenging students to
reach higher levels. The same goes with
coaching sports – I coached baseball
and football for 18 years. Knowledge of
the labor that goes into teaching and
coaching helps me relate to faculty
members and keeps me connected to
all the factors that make up a school
day. My experience as a father helps
me understand the concerns of
today’s parents.

What is your basic philosophy regarding education?
Education is the process of cultivating a
student’s mind, creativity, physical abilities, and moral development. It’s about

guiding students through experiences
– successes and failures – that help
them grow in knowledge, responsibility,
and self-confidence. In a supportive and
broadening environment such as MUS,
so much good can happen for them.

years of Lower and
Upper School?
My advice to seventh graders would be
to make the most of the opportunities
here. This is a special place, with
teachers, counselors, and coaches who
want you to succeed and be a better
person. There will likely never be another
opportunity for you to be in such a place
with such wonderful people.

What is the value of a
foundation in the liberal
arts? How does it prepare
students for a 21st century
world?
To seniors as they look
I am the product of a liberal arts edutoward college?
cation, both in high school and college.
A liberal arts program does not train
students to perform certain tasks but
educates them to recognize and appreciate ideas and teaches them how to think.
The challenge of the 21st century will
be for people to develop sharp thinking
skills and the ability to anticipate and
adapt to change.

My advice to them would be to never
forget the love of learning and the value
of honor that MUS has inculcated in you.
Put that to use for the rest of your life.

Talk about the role
parents play in the
educational process.

Students do better in school when parents are aware of what is going on in the
school life of their sons and when they
are in communication with teachers and
coaches. At the same time, parents need
to measure that level of communication:
As my high school coach often said: “The
Boys are at MUS to become men, and
academic dog wags the athletic tail.” The
they need space, on their own, to reach
balancing act then and now is fitting in
the level of maturity and self-reliance
athletics and the arts around the centhat will lead them to meaningful and
terpiece of the academic program. The
virtuous lives. I would advise parents to
three complement and strengthen one
let go of their son a little bit each year. It
another, but the books come first.
will help him grow and better prepare
him – and his parents – for that day
when he goes off to college.

How do you maintain a
balance among academics,
athletics, and arts in
a school?

What advice would you
have for seventh graders
as they look ahead to six
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Drawing
Inspiration
Architect Tom Marshall continues to
dream big in transformative city projects
BY CHRISTOPHER BLANK

S

ix feet tall and broadly built,
Tom Marshall ’77 is easily
spotted as the authority figure
in his East Memphis office space. Most of
the time, that is. One enormous computer
monitor on the desk of an associate tends to
shrink everyone who stands in front of it.
Marshall uses it to call up a sprawling
three-dimensional map of Downtown. Like
the backdrop in a general’s war room, it offers full perspective of the coveted prize: a
city in the heat of renewal. Eyes are drawn
to Marshall’s architectural targets: green
spaces like Tom Lee Park, vacant spaces
like the Pinch District, touristy spaces like
Mud Island.
“We can zero in on just about anything
in the city,” he says, as a host of visionary
structures rise into view, permitting a brief
glimpse of his master plan – an optimistic,
pedestrian-friendly, design-forward proposal that includes a thrilling array of …
“You can’t put any of this in the
article, of course,” he says.
Architectural renderings aren’t
usually the subject of political intrigue. But
Marshall has excelled in the business of
both architecture and politics long enough
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to know that concepts – especially transformative ones – can be incredibly fragile.
“If this gets out, even if most people
love it, someone in the forces-that-be
would say, ‘We don’t want that.’ And then a
lot of work has been for nothing,” he says.
Engaged by the city to create a
Riverfront Master Plan and Pinch District
Master Plan, O.T. Marshall Architects
has conceived a plan for Downtown that
stretches in a line “from Tom Lee Park to
Bass Pro and then from Bass Pro to St.
Jude,” Marshall says. Approvals are not
guaranteed; Bass Pro wants to weigh in on
the riverfront plan, while St. Jude is keenly
interested in the Pinch plan. The more
fanciful flourishes remain closely guarded
until practical questions can be answered:
What’s it going to cost? Who’s paying for
it? How much should the city kick in?
Both plans require ultimate approval
by the state because tourism development
zone dollars are involved. If the state says
yes, then future sales taxes generated
by new amenities in the plans would go
toward debt servicing the bonds the city
issues to begin building.
“That’s why Mayor Strickland says

we are not taking any local dollars, and
why this could be a really good deal for
Memphis,” Marshall says.
If all goes well, whatever gets approved for construction – which Marshall
hopes will be underway in 2018 – will
generally reflect the ideology of Marshall’s
dreamscape.
Until plans are formally presented,
a process now in its initial stages, the
future Marshall envisions for Downtown
Memphis has to stay under wraps.
“We’re always behind the curtain,”
says the guy who grew up in a glass house.

MOON CITY
In the meantime, the architecturally
curious can search for visual clues of
Marshall’s vision in some of his previous
work, a varied collection of public and
private buildings that have made him one
of the city’s go-to architects.
The Bass Pro Shops at the Pyramid,
a veritable theme park for outdoorsmen,
and Tiger Lane, the blues-scaped mecca of
University of Memphis football, speak to
his record of delighting clients and making
dramatic statements at the same time.

The 28-story glass elevator leading to the rooftop observation
deck at Bass Pro Shops at the Pyramid garnered O.T. Marshall
Architects an international engineering award. It’s the tallest
freestanding elevator in America, it meets seismic standards, and it
supports a 50-ton aquarium. “People said we couldn’t do it, but
we had to keep pressing on,” Marshall says. “You know,
like the steady pressing of the stamp upon the wax!”
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His firm’s other projects run a gamut of
purposes. They include a police station and
public library in Raleigh, a rehabilitation
center in Germantown, St. Francis Hospital
in Bartlett, the campus bookstore at the
University of Memphis, Bally’s Casino
in Tunica, the parking garage in Overton
Square, and even a private residence or two.
Fellow Memphis architect Metcalf
Crump ’60, chairman and CEO of The
Crump Firm, calls Marshall a “true citizen
architect.”
“We can have confidence that any
civic study or local project which Tom
undertakes is supported by his long-proven
commitment to enlightened development
and improvements to the quality of life in
Memphis,” Crump says.
He is known for his progressive, urban
aesthetic, but Marshall’s architectural roots
have an unlikely provenance in the woods
of suburban Raleigh.
“I was a little bit older when I finally
realized that not everyone grew up in a
glass house,” he says.
His friends dubbed it Moon City.

The avant-garde glass house Tom Marshall
grew up in was designed by his father in 1959.

The secluded, otherworldly home was
designed and built by one of the city’s
most avant-garde architects of the time: his
father.
The late Oscar Thomas Marshall III
founded O.T. Marshall Architects in 1957
and spent his career looking toward the future. He studied the pages of Life magazine
for modernistic trends and left an archive of
eye-catching concepts.
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From left, O. T. Marshall III, Oscar Marshall '22, and Tom Marshall '77, after a quail hunt at the family
farm in Hickory Valley, TN, in 2014. “Our farm includes an 1860 antebellum home that my father and
I fully restored prior to his death,” Marshall says.

His favorite saying – “Intellectual
curiosity never stops” – accompanied an
experimental streak that, at age 27, brought
him and his wife, Shirley, to the Raleigh
woods, to live in a house that was as much
a manifesto as it was a calling card. Every
morning, he would raise the curtains in the
glass box, exposing its contents: chairs by
Marcel Breuer, a Mies van der Rohe sofa
and, of course, its occupants.
“My father fell in love with the
notion of escaping the world and joining a
futuristic community,” says Marshall, who
spent many Saturdays at his father’s office,
playing with electric erasers, compasses,
and drawing boards.
His buildings still begin as freehand
drawings.
They come to him in dreams – a
sketchpad sits at his bedside. At parties
he’ll sneak off to scribble ideas on cocktail
napkins.
“I like to draw what I see when I
walk into a space,” he says. “My drawings
represent three-dimensional things. I’m
thinking about what each line represents,
what materials they are made of, what color,
what texture. I immerse myself.”
He still thanks his English literature
teacher, Ellis Haguewood, for making the
analogy between writers and their words

and architects and their lines.
“In 11th grade, I felt as if I had been
waiting all my life for someone to explain
to me the relationship between nature and
architecture – how the works of Thoreau
and Emerson had rhythm and shape,” he
says.
Marshall realized that he had grown up
on his father’s own version of Walden Pond.
Seeking more of these connections for
himself, he got a degree in architecture from
the University of Tennessee and a master’s
degree in architecture from the University
of Illinois at Chicago.
Then came a short flirtation with law
school.
“I remember the day my pre-law
professor walked over to me and looked
down at my paper and saw that I had been
sketching,” he says. “He asked me, ‘Are
you sure that law is what you want to do?’
Right at that moment, I realized that was a
really good question. He was teaching law,
and I was not paying any attention.”

KEEPING DESIGN IN MIND
In 1986 Tom Marshall had a very big
year.
His first building went up on Poplar
Avenue. It was a commission from his
father’s best friend, Bob Cannon, the late

Memphis entrepreneur and philanthropist
(and father of Howard ’80 and Hall ’95).
“Bob said that instead of putting all
the money into a big sign, let’s put the
money into the building itself so that people
coming down Poplar would say, ‘Look at
that crazy building!’”
Dryve Cleaners, with its dual tent-like
awnings, certainly attracted attention.
Marshall’s father asked him, ‘Did you
have to draw a building that looks like a
brassiere?”
Marshall chalked it up to the architectural equivalent of the Freudian slip.
“Yes, Dad, I guess I did.”
It was also the year Marshall became
the youngest person, at age 27, elected to
the Memphis City Council. He wanted to
start a conversation about aesthetics in a
city he perceived to be crippled by blight
and mismanagement.
“I had some strong beliefs about urban
sprawl and citywide master planning,” he
says. “I thought I could make a difference.”

But during the next 21 years in office,
Marshall faced an often-painstaking process
of making urban planning a priority.
“What kept me going were the singular
wins,” he says. “But it takes more than an
individual. It takes a social consciousness.”
Marshall introduced a landscape
ordinance, establishing guidelines for how
people could alter their properties. He also
spearheaded the Unified Development
Code, a compendium of zoning and
land-use regulations for Memphis and
unincorporated Shelby County.
“Building owners are finally realizing
there’s value in the aesthetics of a development,” Marshall says. “It’s hard to imagine
that efforts we began 15 years ago have
finally led to the built environment we have
today.”
Marshall says that the biggest obstacle
facing architects, visionaries, and progressive leaders in Memphis is a history of
entrenched self-abnegation.
“We think we are undeserving of great
things,” he says.

In Nashville, where O.T. Marshall
Architects has a satellite office, city officials
are racing to update their public spaces with
dramatic ideas.
To do that here, Marshall realized he
needed to bring down the curtains – at least,
in the beginning. To ask forgiveness, rather
than permission.
The overhaul of Tiger Lane at the MidSouth Fairgrounds was his first municipal
contract after leaving the City Council.
Buried deep in the architectural renderings
was the surprise feature that dropped the
jaws of those who had approved it.
“Nobody knew what I was going to do
with the lighting,” Marshall says.
It was a guerrilla installation. Marshall
visited the site between the hours of 3 and 5
a.m., testing different lighting designs. One
observer even contacted The Commercial
Appeal to ask about the early-morning light
show over the fairgrounds. The city referred
a reporter to Marshall, who played coy and
blamed it on the rampant imaginations of
Midtowners.

Bass Pro Shops' observation level at the Pyramid provides some
of the best skyline views Memphis has to offer. For Marshall, it has
been especially rewarding to see how people respond when they
walk out onto the glass deck and experience the breathtaking
view of the river and Downtown Memphis.

Photo by Jack Kenner

For the blues-scaped Tiger Lane, Marshall transformed 27 acres of parking lots and deteriorating buildings into a linear park that now easily
accommodates civic celebrations, game-day tailgating, and other events. Visitors pass a striking fountain and twin ticket towers as they
enter Liberty Bowl Memorial Stadium.

“I was afraid of the cynical attitude,”
he says. “The lighting feature represented
no more than 6 or 7 percent of the
construction costs, but if I had put it out
there in the open someone would have said
‘We shouldn’t have that. We’re not good
enough for that. We’re Memphis.”
On the night of Tiger Lane’s debut
in September 2010, the fairgrounds were
saturated in a deep blue hue, from the parking lot to the walls of the Liberty Bowl.
Amazement over the lighting was followed
promptly by questions of cost.
“When I told them, and they saw how
much it contributed to the project, they
said, ‘Oh. Well, okay. That’s not too bad.’”
In creating Tiger Lane, Marshall exhibited another family tradition: breaking
rules.

government watchdog groups took notice.
Marshall doesn’t deny having a competitive edge: After 21 years as an elected
official, he had a proven track record and
knew how to navigate City Hall’s red tape.
“Part of the reason the city uses us is
because we understand those complexities,” he explains.

GETTING THE JOB DONE
A headline in last year’s Memphis
Business Journal posed the question: “O.T.
Marshall: Unofficial City Architect?”
His “rule breaking” at Tiger Lane
proved a lucrative risk. In short order
O.T. Marshall Architects landed a number
of large city contracts, which have
totaled approximately $17 million. Some
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The University of Memphis Bookstore

He also did something that the City of
Memphis hadn’t seen before.
According to Marshall, a typical
timeline for a large project such as Tiger

Lane might be three years, with expected
cost overruns of 15 to 20 percent.
“Tiger Lane was designed in a month.
It was built in five, and was $2 million
under budget,” Marshall says.
Of the municipal projects his firm has
worked on since then, Marshall says he
has never had a change order, and he sticks
to the budget. Debbie Singleton, retired
deputy director of the city’s Housing &
Community Development Division, says
Marshall has great ideas and vision and
that the projects they worked on together
consistently came in within budget and on
time, even when the timeline was tight, or
the project involved concepts new to him.
“He had so many qualities that fit with
our model for getting things done … and
great imagination … [even when] there
were challenges to overcome,” she says.
“He’s a great person to work with.”
“A lot of times architects are selected
on a kind of Boy Scout system where
everyone gets a turn,” Marshall says.
“That can be good or bad. It might be a
good thing if it’s a fire station or a school.
But when it’s a very large development
that has an impactful nature on the way
people view our city, it needs to include

a narrower list of architects that have that
kind of experience and exposure.”
In terms of exposure, nothing in
Marshall’s portfolio rivals what he calls “the
pinnacle” of his career.
His firm wasn’t the first chosen to take
on the $200 million transformation of the
Pyramid into an enormous Bass Pro Shops
store. But the New York firm that preceded
his wasn’t cutting it.
“I don’t think they had anything in
common with the patrons of Bass Pro,” he
says. Marshall had grown up in the woods.
He was an avid hunter and fisherman. He
was a friend to Bill Dance, the legendary
angler. As the project gained traction,
Marshall’s concepts – and familiarity with
the outdoor lifestyle – began to win over
Bass Pro founder and owner Johnny Morris.
The cypress trees and catfish holes of
the Ghost River would provide the overall
theme for the sales floor and the luxury
hotel surrounding it. There would be restaurants, shops, shooting ranges, a bowling
alley and what he hoped would top his Tiger
Lane achievement: an elevator to the top of
the Pyramid, providing the best view of the
city that the average Memphian could ever
hope to come by.
Getting a corporate executive to
sign off on a $21 million elevator and
rooftop restaurant was not a simple act of
salesmanship.
Marshall first asked contractor
Montgomery Martin ’73 to build a model
of the aquarium that visitors could see at
the top of the Pyramid. Like the Tiger Lane
lighting, it was installed in secret.
Marshall persuaded Morris’s son to
challenge his dad to a race to the top via the
stairs – a feat in itself.
Upon arrival, Morris saw the aquarium
and the views of the Mississippi River and
exclaimed: “This is exactly what I had in
mind.”
“My engineers and I felt like Robert
Redford and Paul Newman in The Sting,”
Marshall says of his victory.
The largest freestanding elevator in
the country now rises like a great tent pole
in the center of the Pyramid. It’s a feat of
engineering that not only supports a 50-ton
aquarium, it could do so in an earthquake.
Marshall says that creating the

Pyramid’s spectacular observation deck was
more than a job.
“I get emotional when I think about it,”
he says. “There might be very sophisticated
reasons in my mind for wanting to have
the elevator. But just seeing how people
respond when they are up there is really
what it’s about.”

A LEGACY FOR THE FUTURE
Debbie Singleton cites projects like
Tiger Lane and Bass Pro as transformative
for the city. “Think about how the
fairgrounds used to look, [compared to]
now, how useful it is, and what an asset it is
to the city,” she says. “And Bass Pro – it’s
known around the country – there were no
major arenas that had ever been converted
[this way].”
Looking back on his role in government, Marshall doesn’t regret the energy
and time it took to change the way local
politicians think about a city’s design. But
now that his full attention is back on the
family business, he is more satisfied than
ever.
“For the first time in my life, I feel like
I am in my stride,” he says. “I feel like I
am affecting the physical environment in a
larger way because of these larger projects.
At the same time, I hope I’m implementing
these projects in a way that serves the best
interest of the community.”
Marshall sees his role as an extension
of his father’s work – a part of the
procession of ideas to be passed down to the
next generation. His biggest honor of late,
he says, was the day a teenager visited his
office expressing interest in becoming an
architect.
The boy, a seventh grader at MUS, sat
down with him and started to sketch.
Oscar Thomas Marshall V ’22 may
not have grown up in a glass house. But
he’s growing up in a city full of his father’s
influence.
“If you are optimistic about life, it’s a
continuum,” Marshall says. “You have to
make sure it continues. Otherwise, you’ve
missed the purpose.”
Christopher Blank is news director
at WKNO-FM in Memphis.

Bass Pro Shops
at the Pyramid
$200M Project
Opened 2015
535,000 sq. ft.
28-story
glass elevator
Tallest freestanding
elevator in America

103-room hotel
Glass floor
observation deck

Plus restaurant and aquarium
at apex of the Pyramid

13-lane
bowling alley
Plus restaurant with
saltwater aquarium

Cypress Swamp
Waterfront Habitat

Featuring 150 simulated trees,
water spanned by footbridges, live
catfish, ducks, and alligators
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For his new Arkansas hunting lodge, Marshall joined two shipping containers and removed the interstitial walls to create a poker room, kitchen,
mud room, and bath. A wood-burning stove heats the entire living room. Additional containers are on-site to store four-wheelers, decoys, and
boats. The Duck Shack has quickly become a favorite family getaway. “The nights are quiet and the moon and stars are bright,” Marshall says.

Inspiring Future Architects

G

rateful for his introduction to
architecture at his father’s side,
Tom Marshall ’77 is conscientious about sharing his time and
expertise with young people interested in
the field. His firm, O.T. Marshall Architects,
generally employs at least one intern each
summer, and last year Harry Dunavant ’18
benefited from watching Marshall at work.
For an intern who enjoys the outdoors,
as Dunavant does, one of the assignments
proved to be tremendously interesting:
Create a comfortable, functional living

Harry Dunavant created architectural drawings
during his internship with O.T. Marshall and his
Hyde Chapel project.
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space – using shipping containers –
to serve as rural getaway and duck 		
hunting camp.
“I began by drawing sketches and soon
built three-dimensional designs online on a
CAD [computer-aided design and drafting]
software program called SketchUp,”
Dunavant says.
Marshall was impressed. “Harry was
very adept … surprisingly talented,” he says.
“I would sketch on his drawings and send
them back. We designed the whole thing
from start to finish during his time frame
with me. It was a lot of fun.”
Construction of the Duck Shack
(“Harry called it ‘Tainer Town’ ... I kind
of like his name better,” Marshall says)
commenced toward the end of Dunavant’s
internship, so he was able to observe some
of the work in progress. “Seeing it being
built – that was the coolest thing ever,” he
says.
The assignment far surpassed what
Dunavant expected from the job. “I thought
I would be running errands for the office,”
he says. “The internship was an amazing
experience.”
Inspired by his work at O.T. Marshall
last summer, Dunavant spent the
ensuing school year under the guidance
of Technical Director of Theater Robert
Fudge measuring Hyde Chapel and Fisher

Fine Arts Wing and recreating the buildings
online, this time using Vectorworks. This
work will prove valuable since the whereabouts of the original detailed blueprints
are currently unknown.
“When Mr. Fudge and I got started, we
went through the archives and could only
find overview plans, which didn’t give any
measurements,” Dunavant says. “It [was]
challenging to figure various wall types,
as well as the height, overhang, and tread
depth of stairs. The project has not been a
simple one, but it has been a great learning
experience.”
This school year, Dunavant will input
measurements for windows and doors
into the Hyde Chapel software file and
brainstorm future design enhancements
for the building. His work at school and his
internship experience will strengthen the
portfolio he plans to submit in applying to
architecture schools this fall.
“It was an awesome experience
working for Mr. Marshall, then doing the
project with Mr. Fudge,” Dunavant says. “I
love designing and drawing things. This is
what I want to do.”
Marshall is not surprised, as he
recognized Dunavant’s aptitude from the
start. “He’s going to make a very talented
architect someday.”
~Marci Woodmansee

IN MEMORY

M

emphis entrepreneur and
philanthropist Michael
D. Rose, a member of the
Board of Trustees from
1994-2008, died of cancer
April 2 in Nashville. A giant of industry
and a giant in his community, Rose was
generous in his support of the Mid-South,
as reflected in his namesake Michael
D. Rose Theatre and Lecture Hall at the
University of Memphis, the Mike Rose
Soccer Complex, and other projects. His
connection with Memphis began in 1973,
when he moved here to help restructure
Holiday Inns Inc. Rising quickly in the
company, he would eventually become
Chairman of the Board and CEO of
Holiday Corporation (Holiday Inn Hotels,
Hampton Inn, Embassy Suites, Homewood Suites, and Harrah’s Casinos), which
would later become Promus Companies
and Harrah’s Entertainment, Inc.
In a story by Ryan Poe in The
Commercial Appeal, Fred Smith ’62 spoke
about Rose’s substantial contributions to
the city, many of which were behind the
scenes. Rose and Smith, along with AutoZone founder Pitt Hyde ’61, former
First Tennessee CEO Ron Terry, and
former Dunavant Enterprises’ CEO (now
chairman of the board) Billy Dunavant, Jr.
joined to form the “Big Five,” a group that
“invested and raised millions of dollars for
projects that fueled the city’s distribution,
medical, and higher education sectors,
and were instrumental in convincing
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital
against moving to St. Louis, MO.”
“Had we not done those things, I
think the city would be a very different
place,” Smith said.
As chairman of First Horizon National Corp (First Tennessee Bank) during
the Great Recession, Rose fought for the
company to remain a state bank, rather
than selling out to a nationwide conglomerate. His love of Memphis continually

informed his efforts, and he touched the
lives of many Memphians through his
philanthropy and work at Youth Villages,
the Church Health Center, and the soccer
complex.
His belief in education as a tool of
self and community improvement led
him to support education initiatives,
including summer travel experiences
for scholarship students at MUS. In 2010
he established the Roy E. Winegardner
Fellowships to honor the memory of Winegardner, his friend and mentor. Former
chairman and CEO of Holiday Inns Inc.
and the father of Diego ’87, Winegardner
was a pioneer and leader in the hospitality industry. The income from the endowment provides summer fellowships for
rising juniors and seniors on financial aid,
with the purpose of enriching student talents and the intellectual and leadership
climate of MUS.
Rose’s belief in the arts was evident
through his work with the then-Memphis
Arts Council and his many philanthropic gifts, including the contribution that
brought the Michael D. Rose Theatre to
life at the University of Memphis.
His obituary expressed his dedication
to his family and to helping others:
In recent years, much of his time
was spent managing The Rose Foundation, which focuses on improving
education and health opportunities
as well as cultural enrichment in the
communities in which his family lives.
Even while fighting … cancer, he
dedicated himself to one final gift to
Memphis … spearhead[ing] an ongoing community partnership to create
an aquatics center at the University
of Memphis. The only one of its kind
in the Mid-South, the center will be
dedicated to promoting the health,
fitness, and diversity of the community
for years to come.

Photo by Brandon Dill

Michael David Rose (1942-2017)

Mike Rose inside his Midaro Investments
Office, November 2011

As he grew older, his life’s work
was centered around his community,
his friends, and always his family.
When asked about legacy, Rose said
his legacy for which he was most proud
was, and will always be, his family. …
He will be remembered by all for his
thunderous laugh, his wonderful hugs,
and his love of Memphis.
Rose is survived by his wife, Debbi
Fields Rose, and his children, Matthew
’93, Gabrielle, Morgan ’04, Mikey, Jessica,
Jenessa, Jennifer, Ashley, and McKenzie.
He was predeceased by his parents,
William and Annabel Rose, and his
beloved son, William Maxwell Rose ’07.

Excerpted from The Commercial Appeal,
Apr. 3, 5, and 6, 2017
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Diego Winegardner Rocks Shelby Farms Park
Alumnus celebrates the Memphis music vibe with new festival this fall
BY MARCI WOODMANSEE

Y

ears from now, if the
Mempho Music Fest becomes one of the country’s
top-tier festivals along the
lines of Austin City Limits, New Orleans’
Jazz Fest, or Chicago’s Lollapalooza, its
creator, Diego Winegardner ’87, will
have a great story to tell about how
it all started with a bike ride during a
hometown visit.
Winegardner is an entrepreneur
who has spent his career in the financial
services industry, living in New York and
the Greenwich, CT, area since 1996. But
during a business trip home last summer, he found time to bike the Shelby
Farms Greenline with two old friends,
Ricky Heros ’86 and Pierce Ledbetter
’85. They showed him the park, a new
Memphis attraction Winegardner had
not experienced.
“I had no idea that was even there,”
Winegardner says. “It’s five times larger
than Central Park. I was really just
blown away by how impressive and
beautiful the site was … it’s a gem.”
It also struck Winegardner that the
4,500-acre park could be the perfect site
for a music festival. He reached out to
Barbara and Pitt Hyde ’61, whose major
contribution helped bring the park to
life, about the possibilities of utilizing
the space. He also began developing
a business plan, putting feelers out to
potential friends and financial partners
and consulting the Shelby Farms team
and other Memphis entities to achieve
the proper consensus for such a venture.
By this spring, he had the green
light to go forward.
“Barbara and Pitt have been pretty
instrumental,” Winegardner says. “She’s
a big thinker, Pitt’s a big music lover.
They’ve been just great. And we’ve had
a lot of support from other Memphians,
including financial sponsors Jay
Keegan ’88, Duncan Williams, and
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Kevin McEniry.”
Son of the late Roy Winegardner, a
hotel industry pioneer and former CEO
of Holiday Inns, Diego Winegardner has
spent most of his life on Wall Street, and
he admits, “This is kind of a departure.”
But as a passionate music fan who has
attended a number of festivals – “from
Jazz Fest to ACL to Coachella” – he is
well aware of what a top-tier music
festival could eventually do for the city
in terms of potential economic impact.
And he is excited about the opportunity
to positively impact his hometown.
The festival was announced July
6, so his assembled team of industry
experts had to move quickly in preparing for the two-day event, which
is scheduled for October 6-7 on the
disc golf course grounds located north
of the Heart of the Park/Hyde Lake
area. Winegardner formed Big River
Presents LLC to produce the event and
is determined that it encompass more
than just music. The tagline is “Music
- Food - Nature,” and as the festival
website states, he plans to appeal to all
ages with “an abundance of great music
and food in harmony with nature.”
Highly respectful of the heritage
of Memphis music, Winegardner has
booked performers in a wide range
of genres, including Grammy-award
winner Cage the Elephant (headlining
Friday), Grammy-award winner Jason
Isbell and the 400 Unit (headlining
Saturday), and other bands such as
Grammy-nominated Anderson .Paak,
Cold War Kids, and the Booker T. Jones
Stax Revue, among others. There will
be a main stage as well as a secondary
stage to showcase local artists. (See full
lineup at memphofest.com.) In addition
to presenting great music, Winegardner
is equally committed to creating the
greenest music fest in the country.
“I think we need to be super

respectful to the park, and all the
great work that the Shelby Farms Park
Conservancy has done,” he says. “We
want to be symbiotic in terms of what
we’re doing. We are working with Chuck
Leavell, the famed keyboard player for
the Rolling Stones, as our environmental
advocate; he happens to be one of
the foremost conservationists in the
country today.”
Winegardner knows it will take
time for the festival to grow, but he
says he is in it for the long haul. He is
hoping for attendance of 10,000 this year
and expects the audience to include
millennials as well as “a significant
chunk of folks like me who are big music
fans, kind of long in the tooth, but still
enjoying music!” He supports the Hydes’
belief in the importance of keeping
young talent in Memphis and knows
that his event, if it does evolve into a
long-running, world-class festival as he
hopes, could eventually generate job
opportunities.
“This is really the beginning of a
long-range plan to reinvigorate the
music community here in Memphis,” he
says. “I felt that Shelby Farms Park was
as nice as any site in America and also
felt it was the right time for Memphis to
reintroduce itself as a destination for all
music lovers.”
Winegardner’s enthusiasm is
contagious, and he is undeniably excited
about what the new venture could mean
for his hometown.
“We think there’s a tremendous opportunity to retell the story of Memphis
music and its importance in the annals
of rock ‘n’ roll and music history in the
United States,” Winegardner says.
“For me, Memphis is sacred ground
as it relates to music.”
For more information or to purchase
tickets, visit memphofest.com.

Diego Winegardner, left, talks to financial sponsor Jay Keegan about the festival
layout during a planning meeting at Shelby Farms Park this summer. Winegardner
hopes Mempho Music Fest will grow into one of the country’s top-tier festivals and
help reintroduce Memphis as a destination for music lovers. Photo by Alan Howell
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A Look at the “Greatest Pro Football Team in History”
BY JONAS HOLDEMAN

once played on a men’s
recreational league softball
team sponsored by a company
whose specialty was illuminated signs. Each season we chose a new
name that consisted of two parts: the first
was one of the several rare gases – neon,
argon, helium, xenon, krypton – used in
electric signage, while the second alluded
to one of the numerous defunct Memphis
professional sports teams. Whether we took
the field as the Neon Tams or Argon Rogues
mattered little relative to our success as a
softball squad – we were always relatively
terrible – but I don’t recall our ever having
chosen the name of the first Memphis pro
football team, probably because next to zero
was widely known about it. Until now.
In his new book, Tigers by the River
(Sunbury Press), Wylie McLallen ’69
proffers a compelling, thorough history of
the Memphis Tigers, the Bluff City’s first
pro football team. The impetus for the book
came about because of something to which
anyone can relate: a tall tale told by his
father, Lyman McLallen. (Wylie’s grandfather, also named Lyman, was a member of
the MUS Class of 1912).
“My father liked to exaggerate,”
laughed McLallen in an interview from his
home outside Vancouver, British Columbia,
“and when he told me that the greatest pro
football team in history was the Memphis
Tigers of 1929, though not disbelieving, I
decided to look into the story myself.”
The result of three years of combing
through library microfilm reads like a
Red Grange (who visited Memphis often
during the Tigers’ era) open-field run. The
narrative, at times, gallops headlong with
terrific abandon as it chronicles, in a series
of meticulously detailed game stories, early
contests between the Tigers and the NFL’s
Green Bay Packers and Chicago Bears
and Portsmouth Spartans; at other times,
it twists and gyres through the finances,

I
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history, and
culture of
Memphis and
the South in the
late 1920s and
early 1930s.
The story’s
arc navigates
the sometimes
broad and flat,
sometimes steep
and stonestrewn, path
traversed by the Tigers and the rest of the
nascent football world trying to gain a
strong foothold in what is today America’s
most popular – and most profitable
– professional sports league. It describes a
time in history when players changed teams
as swiftly and fluidly (think: daily fantasy
sports leagues) as fellow Depression-era
men with families to feed migrated in
search of work, and for the same motivation: better money someplace else.
Here’s an excerpt from Chapter 4,
“Clarence Saunders and His Juggernaut,”
that details a 1929 visit to the Tigers’ home
field by Curly Lambeau’s world champion
Green Bay Packers; a contest the Tigers
won 20-7:
The Green Bay Packers,
undefeated champions of the
NFL, arrived on the following
Saturday with twenty-one
players and spent the night in
the Tennessee Hotel on Union
Avenue … [Mike] Michalske
(6’, 210 pounds) and [Cal]
Hubbard (6’5”, 250 pounds)
led an aggressive line that
snuffed out opposition, and
Johnny Blood, whom Lambeau
paid $110 a week with the
stipulation that he not drink
liquor after Wednesdays, was
the fastest man in the league,

a great defensive back, and
one of the best pass receivers
then playing football.
But for the Depression’s broadening
and deepening intensity in 1930, the
Memphis Tigers – buoyed by the unrelenting fervor of mercurial Memphis Piggly
Wiggly magnate Clarence Saunders – may
have ultimately become the juggernaut
that 1929 home victories over the world
champion Packers and perennial power
Chicago Bears promised; victories that
prompted The Commercial Appeal to
declare that the Tigers could “justly file
claim to the supremacy of professional
football of the land.” However Saunders’
change of fortune – he suffered his second
bankruptcy in 1930 – meant the end of the
team.
Perhaps the most noteworthy of the
book’s many fascinating features is the
seemingly endless parade of delightful
period graphics that festoon the pages:
reproductions of promotional hand bills,
print ads, and newspaper stories from both
The Commercial Appeal and Memphis
Press-Scimitar. It is worth the purchase
price just to have a copy of an early game
poster that features a ferocious Bengal tiger
enjoying with horrifying zeal the entrails
of a hapless and prostrate Notre Dame
All-Stars player.
If you are a devotee of the kind of
flamboyant, hyperbolic sports writing spun
by Grantland Rice and Red Smith, Shirley
Povich and W. C. Heinz, you will find in the
stylings of Wylie McLallen a sturdier, more
utilitarian – though no less entertaining
– prose fabric. And if you are a lover of
sports history in general and football history
in particular – especially as it pertains to
little-known but fascinating tales of seasons
played, games contested, players acquired
and lost – then you, my friend, are in for a
treasure hoard of pleasure and delight.

COVERS

Less May Actually (No Kidding!) Be More
BY JONAS HOLDEMAN

I

t is a truth universally
acknowledged that getting
more by doing – or spending
– less is a no-brainer. Why
pay full price for those Harrys
of London Basel Alligator Penny Loafers
(that’s 3,495 clams, brothers and sisters)
when you can score them on eBay for a
cool $1,899? Why throw down a full-sugar
2-liter Dr. Pepper at a diabetes-detonating
900 calories when the diet version tastes
just as good at 0 calories? Or spend seven
hours a week running when you can get
fitter by exercising for less than 20 minutes
a day?
You read that right: get fitter by
exercising less. But how?
In his new book, Fitter Faster
(AMACOM), Robert J. Davis ’82 shows not
merely why exercising for less rather than
more time nets greater fitness benefits, but
also highlights the secondary lifestyle gains
– sounder sleep, fewer colds, preserved
eyesight and hearing, healthier bathroom
(and bedroom) functionality – all of which
are based on a vast array of research
findings published in the most influential
scientific journals on the planet.
After a succinct and entertaining My
Story introductory chapter (which reveals
the genesis of his own exercise journey,
beginning while he was a student at PDS),
Davis launches his book-length argument
for the benefits of a radically new approach
to exercise with a question: “Why bother?”
The next eight chapters provide a detailed
and compelling answer to that simple
query. Davis begins at the beginning,
with Herodicus, a 5th century B.C. gym
teacher (and mentor to none other than
Hippocrates) who extolled the virtues of
the then-novel proposition that physical
activity would keep people healthy. Davis
then details precisely the principal benefits
of said physical activity, which he dubs The
Big Six: 1) live longer, 2) improve your heart
health, 3) cut your cancer risk, 4) boost
your brain power, 5) improve your mood,
and – my personal favorite – 6) fend off
feebleness. Granted, there’s not much new
under the sun to be found in this litany of

reasons
why
everyone
should
haul
themselves
off the
couch
and get
moving,
yet the
rationale,
the enthusiasm, with
which Davis argues for the pursuit of these
basic health attributes is both compelling
and energizing.
How compelling? Davis offers the
reader an array of relevant and even
ground-breaking studies published in
scientific, refereed journal after journal.
This is the broom with which he sweeps
away the objections of the skeptical and
reticent alike.
How energizing? As a guy who has
run (and coached runners) for over 30
years and both firmly and continually has
insisted that to be a better runner you
need to, you know, run, I must confess a
secret: I decided to try Davis’s approach
for myself as a substitute for my secondary
morning runs. To test the author’s claims,
I limited myself to 20 minutes of activity
per day and executed the workouts most
aligned with my fitness level. To my
surprise (okay, and delight), I found them
to be challenging and – dare I admit
it? – more fun than merely logging running
miles.
There is great variety in the recommended sessions that touch on cardio
training and strength training and HIIT
(high-intensity interval training) plyometrics (which is, in effect, dynamic strength
training). Even better, the programs, developed with celebrity trainer Brad Kolowich,
Jr., offer range and choice: range meaning
the option to do more or less work relative
to time (and motivation) constraints,
and the choice to substitute exercises you
might enjoy more for those you enjoy less

(within the same basic category). Heck, you
even get a day off – whichever day of the
week you want!
Strategically placed throughout
the text are side notes that delve more
deeply into the physiology of the exercise
approach detailed in each chapter and
personal testimonials – the informational
equivalent of workout stations along a
fitness path. These serve to persuade and
motivate the book’s target audience: those
who have never undertaken a program of
specific exercise or those who have begun
but failed to achieve the ultimate aim,
which is to transform regular exercise into
a fitness lifestyle.
With a master’s degree in public
health from Emory University and a Ph.D.
in health policy from Brandeis University,
Davis – whose first job upon graduating
from Princeton was in health journalism
for CNN Medical News – knows whereof
he speaks. “The primary reason people
give for not exercising is lack of time, while
other off-ramps are ‘Exercise is boring,’ or
‘It’s no fun,’ or ‘It’s too intimidating.’ The
program targets people who are casting
about for a doable plan, while the overarching purpose of the book is to remove
those barriers and get people out there
developing healthy lives.”
Davis is the president of Everwell, a
digital media company that creates health
and wellness videos, and the author of two
previous consumer health books, Coffee
Is Good for You (Perigree, 2012; featured
in MUS Today Fall 2012) and The Healthy
Skeptic (University of California Press,
2008). Though he is too humble to say it,
his latest effort may not simply improve
people’s lives, it may, by giving them more
motivation to start exercising than to
continue avoiding it, very well save
people’s lives.
www.fitterfasterplan.com
Jonas Holdeman teaches Sports Writing,
British Literature, and Travel, Science, and
Nature Writing at MUS.
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Southern Comfort Scratch Kitchen

With new Pimentos, Trey Jordan recasts popular Holiday Deli brand

D

iehard fans of the Papa’s
Pimento Cheese spread at
Holiday Deli & Ham may be
surprised to realize that it has
been almost 25 years since Trey Jordan
’83 and his father, Don, introduced their
version of the Southern favorite to the
Memphis marketplace.
The original Holiday Ham & Turkey
store at Poplar and Perkins opened in 1993,
featuring a modest menu lineup of four
sandwiches, along with spiral hams and
turkeys, casseroles, and desserts. The triedand-true family recipes and comfortable,
homestyle atmosphere proved a success,
and the business and menu grew steadily.
The company’s name changed to Holiday
Deli & Ham in 2002, one store eventually
became four, and the offerings expanded to
include more than two dozen sandwiches
as well as soups, salads, and kids’ menu
items.
Then two years ago, company president Trey Jordan decided the time was ripe
for an even bigger innovation.
“In any good thing, there’s a time to
change, to try to stay current and relevant,”
Jordan says. “I think my brand [had] aged
with me.”
Jordan describes today’s restaurant
landscape as more chef-inspired, a significant difference from the food world of 1993.
“There are so many more interesting and
unique looks and feels, I had to reassess.”
The result? The creation of Pimentos
Kitchen + Market, a beautifully designed
evolution of Holiday Ham (Jordan likes to
call it the 2.0 version). “Our No. 1 selling
item other than hams was our pimento
cheese,” Jordan says. “So [we said] let’s call
it what we’re known for, Pimentos – that
really speaks Southern. What we really
are – we just coined this – [is] a southern
comfort scratch kitchen. Everything is
done here.”
Compared to the original Holiday Ham
stores, Pimentos offers both an expanded
menu and a livelier atmosphere.
“Families today are more casual,”
Jordan says.
With a back porch or a lake house feel
28 l MUS TODAY SUMMER 2017
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in mind, he chose shiplap paneling and
a palette of bright reds, and yellows, and
greens, with design features such as Edison
bulbs and hanging cheese graters, to create
an open, airy, comfortable environment.
While the beloved pimento cheese
sandwich remains a menu staple, other
new offerings (many of which incorporate
the spread) abound. Sit down with a plate
of French fries covered in pimento cheese
sauce and honey-glazed pepper bacon, and
Jordan’s innovations are readily apparent
– from the open kitchen and digital menu
boards to the flavored lemonades and beer
on tap.
“The open kitchen [design was] to
make sure we’re getting credit for really
cooking, frying, and grilling, and for smoking our own turkey and pork.”
“And adult beverages – that’s huge –
Holiday grew up!” Jordan adds with a smile.
“We’re over 21 so we can drink beer now.”
The restaurant opened in October,
and Jordan is pleased with the positive
response. Breakfast has a bigger emphasis
in the new location, with offerings that
range from stuffed French toast to a Memphis Eggroll with pimento cheese sauce.
And Jordan continues to tweak the experience – encouraging customers to enjoy
the covered patio, rolling out after-school
discounts on smoothies and other treats,
and offering entertainment such as bingo
and trivia nights.
Sourcing locally and supporting the
community are also important to Jordan;
Pimentos uses Memphis-based micro coffee roaster J. Brooks for its breakfast blends
and sells dessert offerings from Frost Bake
Shop. Jordan also offers nonprofits the
chance to be a part of what he calls Mission
Mondays, when the restaurant will contribute 20 percent of proceeds back to the
designated charitable organization.
“Our four core values are that we love
our food, we love our guests, we love our
team, and we love our city,” Jordan says.
That’s why he makes it an intentional company philosophy to support Memphis and
source local whenever possible. “We think
it’s good for the city. Call it spread the love.

Trey Jordan’s new Pimentos features a
comfortable dining area with a lake house feel.

That can be pimento cheese if you like!”
Jordan is the only member of his family
working full-time for the business now;
his father has retired but remains a regular
presence and trusted consultant. For years
Jordan has regularly employed MUS students, and connections to the school continue to run deep. (His son, Luke, attended
MUS; his daughter, Jules, was an MUS
cheerleader, as was his wife, Anne). Jordan’s
investment partners in the new venture are
fellow alumni.
Jordan will continue to put resources into the company’s popular catering
options as well as the newer shipping
operation, while cultivating his growing
customer base on the Poplar corridor. If
those customers happen to be Owls, so
much the better.
“I’ve seen Coach [Mark] Counce and
Ellis [Haguewood] come in,” Jordan says.
“This is a great place for kids after school.
I can just imagine what it would look like
right after a game.”
~Marci Woodmansee
Pimentos Kitchen + Market
6450 Poplar l (901) 602-5488
Hours: Monday-Friday 6:30 a.m.-9 p.m.,
Saturday 8 a.m.-9 p.m.,
Sunday 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
www.pimentos.com
www.holidaydeli.com
www.shipthelove.com
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Class of 2017 accepted to

– plus one –

takes flight
BY MARCI WOODMANSEE

colleges and universities
in 29 states as well as the
District of Columbia

Photos by Kathy Daniel Patterson
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offered in 257 merit scholarships

Nominations for Man of La Mancha in the
Orpheum Theatre High School Musical Awards,
including Outstanding Lead Actor

four-year
College Matriculation

B

y their nature commencement
exercises are bittersweet. This was
especially true for the Class of 2017,
as students bid farewell to both MUS and to
Headmaster Ellis Haguewood, who retired
in June after 48 years at the school.
Outside Second Presbyterian Church
as faculty and board members walked
past the line of seniors, a chant broke out
among the students: “Hague-wood, Haguewood, Hague-wood!” Mr. Haguewood
just shook his head slightly and smiled at
their spontaneous tribute. As the talk and
laughter quieted down, the group began a
solemn procession up the steps and into
the sanctuary.

Ogonna Oraedu and Ellis Haguewood
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From left, Alex Hyde, Mackey Alexander, Chris Barksdale, Webster Austin, Christian Berry,
Burch Baine, and Edward Apple

After the traditional opening hymn, “Rise
Up, O Men of God,” the ceremony commenced with an invocation from Student
Council Chaplain Christian Berry and
a welcoming address from Salutatorian
Ramiz Somjee.
Somjee invoked memories of his
classmates’ first days in seventh grade
and how they were introduced “… to the
discipline of Hull Lower School and its
master … George Washington.” Although
some struggled at first, Somjee said, “We
are a class that prevails.” Thriving in high
school, the class continued old traditions
and started new ones. Somjee encouraged

them to keep looking forward “… to the
day when we rediscover old friends at the
10-year reunion … [or] the day when we
send our children to a great school like
MUS and call our old teachers by their first
names.”
After Director of Music Matt Tutor ’91
led Beg To Differ in a poignant rendition
of Danny Boy, Brooks Eikner delivered
the valedictory address. He thanked the
faculty for “ceaselessly inspiring” them,
he thanked parents and family for their
constant support, and he thanked Mr.
Haguewood for setting a fine example and
serving as “patriarch of the MUS family, a

Seniors led the way:
10th Straight State Latin Championship

NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARSHIP
CORPORATION RECOGNITION

Knowledge Bowl Co-Champions
State Golf Champions and Individual Golf Champion
Lacrosse State Champions
10-0 Varsity Football Regular Season

8 National Merit Finalists, plus 11
National Merit Commended Students

Swim Team State Runner-up

Darius Cowan, Salutatorian Ramiz Somjee,
and Dylan Riggs

statesman of the highest caliber, and
our fearless leader.” Acknowledging the
headmaster’s decision to retire this year,
thus departing with them, Eikner named
him an honorary member of the Class of
2017.
“Your inclusion among us ought to
make us the greatest graduating class in
the history of MUS,” he said.
After the conferring of diplomas
and awards (see next page), Senior Class
President Alex Hyde presented the John
M. Nail Outstanding Teaching Award to
Instructor in English Sally Askew (see
story page 38).
In his closing remarks, Haguewood
celebrated the community and the “common mission and purpose” shared by those
in attendance. “Today we can celebrate
our experiences together at MUS … our

National Merit
Semifinalists

common hope for your future as men
worthy of the talents and abilities with
which God has blessed you.”
He noted that of all the accolades
and accomplishments celebrated by the
Class of 2017, the most important was that
they were “good citizens and excellent
ambassadors for the school.” He said that
the school has earned great renown due to
their achievements and the achievements
of those who have gone before.
“You join a distinguished group of
graduates who have preceded you as
student leaders, graduates who now
provide extraordinary leadership and
service in Memphis and other communities throughout the United States,” he said.
“Your accomplishments as a class and as
individuals make us proud to be a part of
this great school. … Our lives have been
enriched for having known you. We hope
that you are better men for having known
us. God bless you.”
After a benediction from Honor
Council President Louis Wittenberg and
the passing of the school banner from
Hyde to President-elect Daniel Shumake
’18, the Class of 2017 processed out of
the church, well-prepared for their next
challenges, thanks to their education
at MUS, and well-armed for the future
with their Headmaster’s parting blessing
impressed upon their minds and hearts.

***

John McBride and Will Tomes

Mason Rudolph, Clay Smythe, and 		
Goodman Rudolph

David, Brittany, Davis, and Andrea Harano

31

Charities Served

Colleges of
Matriculation

Average ACT and
two perfect scores
54% scored 30 or higher

Athletes Signed
National Letters
of Intent

Won awards for
The Owl’s Hoot
student newspaper
and The Owl
yearbook

Commencement Awards and Honors
VALEDICTORIAN AWARD

Brooks Eikner
This award is presented to the
senior with the highest average
over eight semesters of work at
Memphis University School.

Valedictorian Brooks Eikner

SALUTATORIAN AWARD

Ramiz Somjee
This award is presented to the
senior with the second highest
average over eight semesters of
work at Memphis University
School.
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FACULTY CUP FOR
GENERAL EXCELLENCE

Brooks Eikner
The Faculty Cup for General
Excellence is the highest
honor given to a member of the
graduating class. The recipient
has demonstrated qualities
of leadership and strength of
character, which have earned
him the highest respect of his
peers and his teachers. He
must have given generously of
his time, talent, and energy in
service in a way that reflects
his devotion to the school and
his dedication to the ideals for
which it stands.

ROSS MCCAIN LYNN
AWARD

Christian Berry,
Kian Ghodoussi, and
Louis Wittenberg
The Ross McCain Lynn Award
is given in memory of the
school’s former headmaster.
This award recognizes
distinction in the areas of school
citizenship, leadership, service,
and character.

LEIGH W. MACQUEEN
DEAN’S CUP FOR
ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

Henry Trammell, center, with
parents, Kate and Brad

D. EUGENE THORN AWARD

Alex Hyde, Josh Karchmer,
Jamie Lindy, Alex Robinson,
Henry Trammell, and
Alex Wolf
The D. Eugene Thorn Award is
given in memory of the school’s
former headmaster. This award
is presented to those members
of the senior class who best
demonstrate the dignity, integrity, humility, and sincerity that
characterized Thorn’s years as
coach, teacher, and headmaster
at Memphis University School.

Brooks Eikner
Named in 1998 in honor of the
first academic dean of MUS,
Leigh Windsor MacQueen,
this award was originally
donated by Mr. and Mrs.
MacQueen in 1967. The award
is given to a senior who, based
on his academic record and his
performance on both a written
and an oral examination, has
demonstrated a high level of academic achievement along with
a marked depth of intellectual
maturity and curiosity and who,
in the minds of the examining
committee, has indicated sound
intellectual attainment.

SCOTT MILLER REMBERT
SENIOR SERVICE AWARD

Chris Padilla and
Joey Rodriguez
This award, established by
family and friends, is made in
memory of Scott M. Rembert,
Class of 1970. It goes to the
senior who has shown the most
unselfish service to the school.

Pictured, front row, from left, with their senior awards presented April 19, are Brooks Eikner, Kian Ghodoussi, Kobe Gibson, Alex Salazar;
middle row, Darius Cowan, Alex Wolf, Harrison Tabor; back row, Mackey Alexander, Eli Christenbury, Ravi Lipman, and Chris Padilla.

Senior Awards

WAYNE E. DUFF LATIN
AWARD

RUSSELL JOHNSON
CREATIVE WRITING
AWARD

Brooks Eikner

Darius Cowan

Alex Salazar and Alex Wolf

WILLIAM D. JEMISON III
AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE
IN DRAMATICS

H. JERRY PETERS
HISTORY AWARD

Kian Ghodoussi

SPANISH AWARD

Ravi Lipman

Brooks Eikner

Whit Waggoner, Ravi Lipman, and
Linhao Zheng

MARK COOPER POWELL
MEMORIAL AWARD

Ravi Lipman,
Whit Waggoner, and
Linhao Zheng
The Mark Cooper Powell
Memorial Award is given in
memory of Mark Cooper
Powell, Class of 1980, by his
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Edward
L. Powell, to the graduate who,
through persistence and courage
during his career at MUS, has
shown the greatest development
of character and scholarship.

BRESCIA AWARD FOR
UNSELFISH SERVICE
IN DRAMATICS

Chris Padilla

MARGARET OWEN
CATMUR SCIENCE AWARD

Alex Wolf

RELIGION AWARD

Eli Christenbury

CHORAL MUSIC AWARD
FOR EXCELLENCE

DISTINGUISHED
COMMUNITY
SERVICE AWARD
PAUL TROWBRIDGE
GILLESPIE SCHOLARATHLETE AWARD

Ogonna Oraedu

JAMES R. HAYGOOD III
BEST ALL-AROUND
ATHLETE AWARD

Josh Gray

AL WRIGHT CHRISTIAN
CHARACTER AWARD

Christian Berry

Harrison Tabor

ART AWARD

Kobe Gibson

ENGLISH AWARD

Brooks Eikner

FRENCH AWARD

Mackey Alexander

At the Jake Rudolph All-Sports Banquet on April 24, special
awards were given to, from left, Ogonna Oraedu, Josh Gray, and
Christian Berry.
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With only a few days left of school, seniors gather for a group photo in Thomas Amphitheater on College T-shirt Day.

Class of 2017 Matriculations
American University
Kanha Mishra
Arkansas State
University
Henry George

Morehouse College
Matthew Horton

Auburn University
Mackey Alexander

Oklahoma State University
William Bragg

Baylor University
Will Schneider

Princeton University
Christian Berry
Brooks Eikner

Belhaven University
Bradley Foley
Centre College
Alec Scott
Christian Brothers University
Shun Dukes
Kirk Ruaro
Josue Vela
Clemson University
Harrison Tabor
Columbia University
Ogonna Oraedu
Emory University
Davis Harano
Furman University
Jack Crosby
Zachary Klinke
High Point University
Cade Klawinski
Lehigh University
Andrew Hopkins
Louisiana State University
Price Ford
Louis Wittenberg
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Purdue University
Mayur Patil
Rhodes College
Will Collier
Ramiz Somjee
Linhao Zheng
Rollins College
Frederick Danielson
Sewanee: The University
of the South
Webster Austin
Joseph Threlkeld
Southern Methodist
University
Reeves Eddins
Ammaar Kazi
Sloan Schneiter
Evan Smith
Luke Wilfong

Texas Christian University
Chris Barksdale
Hill Fulmer
Jack Heathcott
The George Washington
University
Joey Rodriguez
The University of Alabama
Alex Robinson
Mason Rudolph
The University of Memphis
Keith Burks
Parker Ford
Ravi Lipman
The University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Alex Hyde
Rahul Mehra
The University of Texas,
Austin
Jake Meskin
Jack Solberg
Tufts University
Timothy White
Tulane University
David Graber
Tuskegee University
Joshua Tyler

Southwestern University
Osman Blackett

United States Air Force
Academy
Jalon Love

Syracuse University
Marcus Gronauer
Will Tomes

United States Military
Academy
Jacob Suppiah

University of Arkansas
John Walker Huffman
Will Johnson
Ryan Pahlow
Max Scott
Trent Scull
Griffen Walden

University of South Carolina
David Jordan

University of Chicago
Callaway Rogers

University of Tennessee,
Knoxville
Burch Baine
Ishan Biswas
Philip Deaton
Josh Gray
Grady Hecht
Henry Holmes
Andre Johnson
Charlie Jones
Parker Kaye
Micah Murdock
Christopher Nanney
Chris Padilla
Steven Regis
Whit Waggoner
Cole Wilder

University of Denver
Walker Horn
University of Michigan
Jamie Lindy
Matt Silver
University of Minnesota,
Twin Cities
McLean Todd
University of Mississippi
Edward Apple
Carson Boucek
Eli Christenbury
George Crews
Charlie Gilliland
Nelson Kaye
Maxwell Varner
Tom Wells

University of Southern
California
Kian Ghodoussi
Alex Wolf

Vanderbilt University
Darius Cowan
Josh Karchmer
Ray Zhou

University of Missouri
Columbia
Kobe Gibson
Dylan Riggs

Virginia Tech
John McBride

University of Pennsylvania
Andrew Douglass
Jack McCaghren
Aneesh Ram

Washington and Lee
University
Henry Trammell

University of Richmond
Jacob Rotter

Wake Forest University
Alex Salazar

An Owl Tradition

Class of 2017 legacies celebrate with their fathers and other alumni family members at annual luncheon

Mackey Alexander ’17 and
Albert Alexander ’84

Chip Austin ’75 and
Webster Austin ’17

William Barksdale ’86 and
Chris Barksdale ’17

Craig Christenbury ’83 and
Eli Christenbury ’17

Will Collier ’17 and
Stuart Collier ’73

Johnny Crews ’84 and
George Crews ’17

Jack Crosby ’17 and
Glenn Crosby ’77

Philip Deaton ’17 and
Paul Deaton ’79

Brooks Eikner ’17 and
Flip Eikner ’77

Hill Fulmer ’17 and
Arthur Fulmer ’79

Henry George ’17 and
Clayton George ’79

Skip Gronauer ’82 and
Marcus Gronauer ’17

Alex Hyde ’17 and Pitt Hyde ’61

Parker Kaye ’17
and Joel Kaye ’84

Zachary Klinke ’17 and
Russell Klinke ’79

Jay Lindy ’80 and
Jamie Lindy ’17

Rollin Riggs ’78 and
Dylan Riggs ’17

Alec Scott ’17 and
Alex Wellford ’60

Trent Scull ’86 and
Trent Scull ’17

Owen Tabor ’85 and
Harrison Tabor ’17

Rob Threlkeld ’78 and
Joseph Threlkeld ’17

Cole Wilder ’17 and
Jim Wilder ’82

Not pictured: McLean Todd ’17
and Snowden Todd ’70
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BRINGING

HOME
THE LAUDS

Association of Fundraising Professionals representatives Kela Jones, left,
and Bonnie Hollabaugh, right, honored the DU chapter with its 2017 Youth
in Philanthropy Group Award. Chapter President Wyatt Berry ’18 is 		
pictured, center, with officers, from left, John Ross Swaim ’18, Mathon
Parker ’18, Mac Robinson ’18, and Will Schuessler ’21.

State, National Honors for DU Chapter

T

The lacrosse team celebrates with the trophy after their
stunning double-overtime victory over McCallie in the finals.

Lacrosse Scores 13th State Title

T

he Owls LAX program brought home another state championship this year, capping the
postseason with a hard-fought battle.
Led by Head Coach Elliott Dent and his
assistants, Whit Tenent ’00, Buck Towner
’07, and Ron Ansley ’97, the team took on a challenging
schedule that put them on the field with some of the
best teams in the South and beyond, and the boys were
well-seasoned by the competition. Seniors played a vital
role as always, and a roster of talented younger players
backed them up. The team ended up as the top seed in
the Tennessee State Lacrosse Association playoffs. After
a first-round bye, they defeated Brentwood and Christian
Brothers to advance to the finals against McCallie. Hard
play on both sides tied up the game, sending the teams
into not just one overtime, but two, before Cade Klawinksi ’17 found the back of the net to send the team into
pandemonium and secure their 13th state championship.
Attackman Rucker Wilkinson ’18 was named MVP
for offense; goalie Louis Wittenberg ’17 was named MVP
for defense. The team finished at 16-3.
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he MUS chapter of Ducks Unlimited, one of 85 varsity
chapters in the country, received a surprise honor at
the statewide convention in February. The national DU
organization named the group No. 1 varsity chapter in the
nation in recognition of fundraising efforts the past year.
Founded by Wyatt Berry ’18 two years ago when he was a freshman, the
young chapter and its 50 student members had an extremely successful
philanthropic year in 2016, raising about $64,000 through two events –
a banquet and a football tailgate party.
Berry and John Kakales ’16 were also named Tennessee Area Chairmen
of the Year, a rare honor for any high school chapter chairman.
The DU chapter members devoted hundreds of hours in the planning
and execution of fundraising efforts to benefit DU’s conservation projects.
“I love raising money for this,” Berry said.
The chapter also won the 2017 Youth in Philanthropy Award (group
category) from the Memphis chapter of the Association of Fundraising
Professionals. They will be honored at AFP’s annual luncheon this fall.

Seventh
Grader Ranks
1st at State
MATHCOUNTS
George Zhang ’22, alongside
Lower School friends and math
team coach Meredith McFarlin,
celebrate the seventh grader’s
first-place title in the individual
category this spring in the state
Middle School MATHCOUNTS
competition.

STUDENT LAUDS

Darius Cowan Earns
QuestBridge Scholarship

From left, Tennessee Wildlife Federation Chief Development Officer Kendall McCarter,
Will McEwan ’20, Edward Erb ’20, TWF Board Chairman Ric Wolbrech, Collins
Robinson ’20, Edward Apple ’17, Will West ’18, Barry Klug ’18, Hastings McEwan ’18,
Mathon Parker ’18, Bobby Wade ’18, Parker Kaye ’17; Mac Robinson ’18,
Dr. Jack Gayden, and Wyatt Berry ’18

Hunters for Hungry Chapter Earns State Award

T

he Hunters for the Hungry chapter won both regional and statewide honors this year from the Tennessee Wildlife Federation
(TWF) for participation in the Hunger Challenge, an initiative
conceived three years ago by Dr. Jack Gayden, father of Bolton
’16, as a way for high school students to support the Hunters for
the Hungry program. Hunters for the Hungry is a TWF program that connects
food banks and soup kitchens with caring deer hunters. TWF provides funding
to wild game processors who receive donated venison from hunters and make
it available to food-assistance programs.
The MUS chapter earned the most points in its region and across the state,
contributing more than 50 deer, raising more than $5,000 to fund processing
of donated deer, and volunteering for a collective 100 hours. Club chairman
Bobby Wade ’18 also received the Top Gun and Top Producer awards for
raising the most money and awareness and for harvesting the most deer.
Gayden joined with TWF representatives Kendall McCarter and Ric Wolbrecht to present these awards at school on March 27. “I’m proud of y’all for
bringing the trophy home,” Gayden said.

Q

uestBridge, a national nonprofit that
connects the country’s most exceptional, underserved youth with toptier colleges and universities, awarded
Darius Cowan ’17 a full, four-year
scholarship to attend Vanderbilt University. Out of a
record-high 14,491 applicants in 2016, QuestBridge
chose 5,338 finalists for its prestigious National
College Match program. Cowan was one of 767
exceptional students who were matched with the
program’s 38 college partners.
Cowan said Vanderbilt was always a top choice
because of its reputation and opportunities. “The
academics are a big driving point, and its renown.
They also have the Melodores, an a cappella group.
I was in our a cappella ensemble Beg to Differ, and
we performed a lot of their songs, so it will be cool
to see them [perform].”
Cowan’s honors include
earning gold medals on the
National Latin Exam for the
past four years, serving as
editor of the school’s literary
magazine, and receiving a
National Council of Teachers
of English Superior Writing
Award in 2016. He also
achieved the AP Scholar with
Honor distinction.

Latin Scholars Earn Win No. 10

F

or the 10th consecutive year, MUS took first place in the Tennessee Junior
Classical League State Convention.
“This was an impressive team effort, and all of the 44 students on the
trip contributed to the 1,510 points we scored,” Instructor in Latin Ryan

Sellers said.
Top performers were Rob McFadden ’20 (Latin II), Brooks Eikner ’17 (Latin V),
Kyle Koester ’20 (Latin II), and Ethan Hurst ’19 (Latin III), all of whom finished in the
individual top 10.
The Latin I and Latin II Certamen teams won their tournaments, and the chariot
team finished in first place, bouncing back after last year’s devastating loss by a mere
fraction of a second.
TJCL team members are pictured, front row, from left, Fisher Marks ’21, Cooper Grinspun ’21, Gregory Guo ’20, and Jackson
Howell ’18; back row, Brandan Roachell ’19, Ethan Hurst ’19, Loyd Templeton ’19, Kyle Koester ’20, Max Shackelford ’21, Ben
Cramer ’20, Reid Chandler ’20, Brooks Eikner ’17, and Jackson Moody ’18.
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Sally Askew Honored with Nail Award
Class of 2017 recognizes beloved Lower School English teacher
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Photo by Kathy Daniel Patterson

M

other’s Day coincided this
year with Commencement,
and Sally Askew had
no reason to believe her
son, Charles ’05, and his wife, Jaime,
came to town from Raleigh, NC, for any
other purpose than to spend the weekend
with her. But Charles, along with his
brother, Will ’97, and their father, the
Sue Hightower Hyde Chair of English
Lin Askew, were in on a secret: Instructor
in English Sally Askew was going to be
honored by the Class of 2017 with the John
M. Nail Outstanding Teaching Award. A
few colleagues were also involved in the
subterfuge because they had to make sure
Askew was seated in a spot that kept her
from catching a glimpse of her family –
including Will’s wife, Christy, and young
sons William and James – on the front
row.
Fortunately, the benevolent
deceptions worked: She was completely
surprised when Senior Class President
Alex Hyde ’17 announced that she was
this year’s Nail award recipient.
“When I heard Alex say this teacher
is in her 10th year, I thought [Science
Department Chair] Analice Sowell was
going to get it again,” Askew says. She did
not realize Lower School teachers were
eligible for the award. They are indeed
eligible, although rarely chosen by seniors
for the honor.
Askew had already shed some tears
because of her fond memories of this
particular group of seniors. “I loved this
class … they were just really special to me.
So many worked so hard – eighth-grade
English is hard!” Askew taught the seniors
as seventh graders and worked with them
all through eighth grade as the English Lab
instructor.

The Askew family, from left, Jaime, Charles, Sally, Lin, William, Christy, Will, and James,
were on hand at Commencement to celebrate Sally Askew receiving the John M. Nail
Outstanding Teaching Award.

“After crying through most of the
ceremony, when Alex called my name,
there were no tears left,” she says. “I
worked with them so many hours, and
it was really wonderful to think they
remembered. I was stunned and honored
and overwhelmed, and just so touched.”
Kobe Gibson ’17, a member of the
nominating committee who encouraged
his classmates to consider Askew for the
honor, will never forget how much help
she provided him. Entering MUS in eighth
grade and assigned to class with one of
the school’s most demanding teachers,
now-Faculty Emeritus Terry Shelton,
Gibson quickly found refuge and assistance in Mrs. Askew’s English Lab.
“English was a real struggle for me,”

Gibson says. “I didn’t know anything about
MLA [style] – I had like a 40 on my first
paper – [but Mrs. Askew] taught me how
to do it. She was the one teacher I’d go get
help from every day. I was appreciative of
her always helping me ... she never turned
us down. She is just a really nice lady.”
Lower School Principal Clay Smythe
’85 is keenly aware of Askew’s critical
role in preparing seventh and eighth
grade boys for their ensuing high school
exploration of great writing and literature,
and calls her award duly merited.
“Mrs. Askew is uniquely positioned in
her English Lab office to be the reigning
O.E.H. [Owl English Handbook] queen and
chief grammatical physician for academically aching adolescent hearts and minds.
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Her nurturing of the most basic tenets of
what it means to be of the Red and Blue are
legendary among her doting pupils and her
admiring colleagues,” he says.
“Through her personal devotion to
the mundane grammar and writing needs
of sometimes less-than-enthusiastic and
often unprepared students, she tirelessly
serves boys across multiple grade levels,
shouldering successive legions of the battle
weary across the challenging terrain of
correct writing style to the halcyon fields of
course credit, ultimately graduation.”
Askew’s honor earned the family a
back-to-back sweep of the award – Lin
Askew was the 2016 Nail Award recipient.
In addition to a personal stipend, the
award also provides funds for the department to pursue a professional development
opportunity. With his award stipend, Lin
Askew organized a New England retreat for

the department this summer. Now it will be
Sally’s turn to decide.
“We do feel really lucky that the
English Department has gotten all this
attention,” she says. “My first impulse was
that The Odyssey teachers should retrace
the Odyssey steps in Greece,” she says.
“[But] personally, one thing I’d love to do
is visit Steinbeck country in California. We
teach him in seventh grade.”
Appointed in 2007, Askew at first
taught only seventh grade and helped
Lower School students in the English Lab
the rest of the day. The past two years she
has taught a seventh-grade and an eighthgrade English class, in addition to working
in the lab. She attributes her success to
being able to “explain grammar in a way
they can understand,” and she believes
the foundational instruction is critically
important to students’ success down the

road. “What we get done makes a huge
difference when they get to ninth grade,”
she says.
Askew is humbled and thrilled to be
commended for her work.
“I’ve always joked about how everyone
loves Lin, [but] it was nice for my boys to
see that their mom is appreciated, too,” she
says. “It’s a huge honor. I’m so glad I didn’t
retire!”
Nominations for the John M. Nail
Outstanding Teaching Award are made each
year by a selection committee of student
leaders from the senior class, and the
recipient of the Outstanding Teaching Award
is determined by a majority vote of the class.
The recipient receives a handsome salary
stipend, and money is made available for
professional development and departmental
resources.

Retiring Faculty and Staff Celebrated

Faculty and staff
gathered at the Dixon
Gallery and Gardens
in April to celebrate
their colleagues who
retired at the end of
the school year – Bebe
Jonakin (15 years of
service), Ginny Cochran
(nine years of service),
Maria Burke (16 years
of service), and Ellis
Haguewood (48 years
of service).
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Admissions Office Bids Farewell to Ginny Cochran

W

hen Ginny Cochran joined
the school as the administrative assistant for the headmaster and the Admissions
Office in 2008, she immediately became
the first point of contact for hundreds of
new families entering MUS. Gracious and
unflappable, she was extremely adept at
welcoming prospective students – who
may have been just a little bit nervous –
for their half-day visits and interviews.
Cochran was no stranger to the private
school environment. She began her career
47 years ago at Lausanne School, as a first
and second grade Montessori teacher and
then as the headmaster’s assistant. After
11 years at Lausanne she moved to Dallas
and began working for U.S. Rep. Jim Collins.
She moved on to work for the founder of
Blockbuster Video, and then as an assistant
to the owner of Gemini Oil & Gas Company, before eventually returning home to
Memphis. After a stint working for local
developer Kevin Hyneman, an opportunity
emerged to return to the world of education. She still remembers her interview
with then-Headmaster Ellis Haguewood,
and how he asked her why she wanted to
work at MUS.
“I told him that the happiest years of
my life were spent at Lausanne, and that I
would love to end my career in that same
type of private school environment where
teachers really care, your word is your
bond, and friendships are made for life,”
Cochran said.
In a year-end tribute at an all-school
assembly, Peggy Williamson, the director
of admissions during most of Cochran’s
tenure, described her as the “ultimate
professional” who always displayed grace
under pressure and an extraordinary, “old
school” work ethic.
“Each of us has been touched by her
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grace, her wit, her professionalism, and her
generous spirit,” Williamson said. “She is a
true guardian angel … a faithful friend who
knows when a person needs space to work
through a busy day, but also knows when a
person needs a listening ear.”
Buck Towner ’07, assistant director of
admissions, witnessed firsthand how her
calming presence and selfless nature set
just the right tone for visiting families.

– especially when it comes down to her
[interaction with] Larry Heathcott, her sonin-law.”
Cochran always said her real claim to
fame at MUS was being the grandmother
of Jack Heathcott ’17, and she offered a
thought-provoking farewell to him and his
senior classmates when she spoke at the
year-end assembly.
“You have been living in rarefied air

Family and friends were on campus to celebrate Ginny Cochran, who was honored along with
other retiring faculty members at a special chapel service this spring. From left, daughter Kelly
Mudd, longtime friend Alyce Burr, granddaughter Kate Mudd, son-in-law Larry Heathcott, Cochran,
grandson Jack Heathcott, granddaughter Laura Heathcott, and daughter Kim Heathcott

“When she was not helping others
in the office, she was telling stories and
making all of us laugh with her amazing
sense of humor. She taught me how to be
professional in the workplace by setting a
great example. I do not know what we are
going to do without her.”
Glenn Rogers, assistant in the Admissions Office, described Cochran as both
dedicated and dependable. “I’m going to
really miss her and her sense of humor

the last six years,” she said. “Never again in
your life will you have 100 people like the
ones sitting [here], who made it their mission to love, support, educate, and prepare
you for life. Nowhere but in the climate
established by an Ellis Haguewood, that is
MUS, could that have happened. No one
expects you to appreciate this now, but one
day when you’re as old as I am, you’ll look
back on this time, and then you will say, as
I do today, ‘lucky, lucky me.’”
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Retiring Counselor Bebe Jonakin Receives Hale Award

A

sk Upper School Principal
Barry Ray to describe his
good friend Bebe Jonakin,
who came to MUS in 2002 as
the director of counseling,
and he will tell you about her love of
Bartlett High School and Judson College
(her alma maters), Auburn University
(where her father played football), and
professional football/baseball player Tim
Tebow (whose faith she admires and whom
she got to meet during a pre-draft workout
at MUS). There’s also the pink Crocs and
the green Volkswagen Beetle, which seem
to fit her personality – “bubbly,” as Ray
puts it.
Jonakin, who retired in May after 15
years with the Owl community, was the
recipient of the 2017 Jean Barbee Hale
Award for Outstanding Service. This award
is given each year to a member of the
community who has exhibited outstanding
loyalty, responsibility, dedication, and
commitment to excellence in service to
the school. The honor caps a stellar career
in education and counseling that includes
30 years of service with Shelby County
Schools. Her warm, welcoming presence,
combined with a rock-solid religious faith,
helped her build strong relationships with
students and has remained a defining
aspect of her character.
Jonakin’s leadership traits emerged
during her college career at Judson, where
she played basketball and field hockey,
served on the student council, and was
a finalist in the Miss Judson contest. She
earned her bachelor’s degree, went on to
complete a master’s at then-Memphis State
University, and commenced her career
in education, which included stops at
Bartlett High School, Shadowlawn Middle
School, Houston High School, and Cordova
High School, and accolades that included
the Shelby County Schools Excellence in
Teaching Award in 1998 and the school
system’s Human Relations Award in 1987.
During her tenure at MUS, she
continued to find ways to serve the
community that went far beyond

Jimmy and Bebe Jonakin, center, celebrated Jonakin’s MUS career with daughters
Tambe, left, and Jana, right, at a year-end party honoring retiring faculty and staff.

one-on-one counseling with students.
She implemented programs designed to
educate students on making healthy life
choices, including Alive at 25 and Freedom
from Chemical Dependency. She helped
increase the school’s services to students
with disabilities. She also developed her
signature Heartbeat mentorship program,
designed to encourage students to abstain
from using alcohol, illicit drugs, and
tobacco.
In a chapel program honoring retiring
faculty and staff, Director of Counseling
Joe Abrahams ’96 said Jonakin’s faith
always shone through her interactions with
others.
“It doesn’t matter whether it is the best
of times or the worst of times, she is always
either thanking the Lord for his blessings
or asking him for guidance,” Abrahams
said. “Serving others through love is exactly
what Mrs. Jonakin has been doing as long
as I have known her.”
In his year-end tribute, Ray echoed
these sentiments in describing her care for
others.
“One of her favorite mottos is,
‘Students don’t care how much you know
until they know how much you care,’” Ray
said. “All students who worked with Mrs.
Jonakin know how much she cares. She

brought the same love and caring spirit
that she has for her family to the MUS
community.”
Jonakin’s family includes daughters,
Tambe and Jana, and grandchildren, Hope,
Belle, Jimmy, and Tripp, as well as husband,
Jimmy, who regularly assisted Jonakin
with clerical duties in the Counseling
Department. Through her programs –
especially Heartbeat – she profoundly
impacted students, Abrahams said, and she
made a difference that will be felt long after
her departure.
“She developed relationships with
these boys, held them accountable, taught
them how to make difficult choices when
faced with extreme peer pressure.”
In modeling Christ’s love for the boys,
Abrahams said, Jonakin made him want
to be a better counselor, father, husband,
colleague, and friend.
“Thank you, Mrs. Jonakin, for all
you have done for me and the MUS
community.”
Ben Hale endowed the Jean Barbee Hale
Award for Outstanding Service in honor of
his wife upon her retirement in 1998. She was
a valued member of the staff for 24 years. The
Hales’ three sons attended MUS: Scott ’78,
Dennis ’80, and Steve ’84.
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Maria Burke Retires from Math Department

M

athematics Department
Chair Nancy Gates still
remembers her first meeting
with Instructor in Mathematics Maria Burke some 30 years ago when
Burke was teaching at Hutchison School.
Gates was looking for someone to help
her with some projects, and she hoped the
remarkable instructor she kept hearing
about might fit the bill.
“I saw this crisply dressed young teacher standing in the middle of what appeared
to me to be math heaven,” Gates recalled.
“Regular polyhedrons dangling from the
ceiling, tessellations mounted on the walls,
Sierpinski tetrahedrons rising from the
floor … a classroom filled with beauty and
clear signs of the activities of students who
had come before. I knew at that moment I
had found … a born teacher with a love for
mathematics and a love for middle-school
students, but little did I know what a dear
friend she would become.”
After receiving a bachelor’s degree
from then-Memphis State University, Burke
enthusiastically dove into teaching math to
middle schoolers, first at Harding, then at
Hutchison, before coming to MUS. Along
the way she developed a firm belief in the
importance of reaching out to the community to promote mathematics in a fun,
engaging way.
She has made presentations across
the country at meetings of the National
Council of Teachers of Mathematics, and
she was one of 27 teachers who spent
two weeks developing best practices for
teaching middle-school math at the University of Wisconsin’s National Center for
Improving Student Learning and Achievement in Mathematics and Science. One of
her proudest achievements is earning a
$100,000 grant from the Assisi Foundation
that she used to create and conduct “Camp
Mathagon,” a two-week summer camp
serving some 100 kids from 32 Memphis
schools over the course of three years.
Her determination to instill a love of
math in her students remained constant
through her early teaching years as well as
her tenure at MUS. Joining the staff in 2001,
she quickly became a pillar of the Lower
School Math Department – writing and
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The Burke family, from left, Jim, Maria, Mandi, Elliot, Isaac, and Grant, gathered this spring to
celebrate Burke and other retiring faculty at the Dixon Gallery and Gardens.

grading math entrance exams for incoming
students, supporting and mentoring new
teachers, and organizing and directing
regional MATHCOUNTS competitions at
MUS that drew more than 100 mathletes
from area schools every year.
In remarks at a year-end chapel honoring retirees, fellow math instructor Loyal
Murphy ’86 described her as the type of
colleague everyone wishes for – fantastic
behind the scenes and willing to act in any
capacity for the benefit and improvement
of the department. She exhibited all the
instructional skills necessary to successfully level the playing field for students of
myriad mathematical backgrounds, he
said, so that each of them would have the
same foundation on which the rest of the
Math Department might confidently build.
“That’s no easy task,” Murphy said.
“Foundation-building is difficult work. Too
often, it’s too easy to look at the finished
structure and forget about the time, energy,
and the thought that was invested in the
foundation.”
Gates also noted the long-term benefits of Burke’s instruction. “Every day I see
the difference her good work has made
in my juniors and seniors. For many, she
is the one who first introduced them to
MUS mathematics. She is the one who first
gave them confidence in their abilities to
achieve.”

Gates paraphrased Ralph Waldo Emerson in describing Burke as an honorable,
compassionate teacher who truly made a
difference in the lives of her students. “She
can find a spark of goodness and capability in every student, and she has worked,
before school, after school, whenever,
wherever to make sure that every student
who crossed her path achieved.”
Murphy used the words of American
cowboy poet Baxter Black in comparing
Burke’s work to that of a cowboy wrangling
a herd of cows – the ultimate responsibility
being to save the student.
“To do this she must be able to restrain
the beast,” Murphy noted. “She must be
able to approach the student, capture his
attention, and hold him so that the ailment
can be examined. I remind you that even
though Lower School boys are domesticated, they are not tame. The teacher is
required to treat the ailment, be it unfamiliarity with a concept, a lack of confidence,
poor preparation, a work ethic in need
of an overhaul … it’s still teacher, whiteboard, and marker. The basic essentials.
Mrs. Burke has been on the scene herding,
guarding, protecting, serving, and saving
Lower Schoolers since 2001. It is a challenge far beyond that which many faculty
members face.
“From the bottom of our hearts, thank
you, and happy trails.”
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Memphis Open Hall of Fame
Inducts Chamberlain
Dunavant-Wellford
Tennis Center
Director Phil
Chamberlain,
who has been
involved in the
local tennis scene
for five decades,
was inducted into
the Memphis Open
Phil Chamberlain
Hall of Fame during
the tournament in
February at The Racquet Club in recognition of his contributions to the tournament
and the sport.
Chamberlain came to Memphis in the
early 1970s to play tennis for then-coach
Tommy Buford at the University of
Memphis. Chamberlain spent time as the
team’s No. 1 singles player and helped the
Tigers attain national recognition. The
team finished with a 22-2 record in 1976,
Chamberlain's senior season. Upon his
graduation he began a lengthy career in
the sport, joining The Racquet Club and
becoming director of tennis and junior
development, serving as Buford’s assistant
at the U of M, and also assisting Buford in
his duties as tournament director of the
pro tennis event. He took over the role
from Buford from 2005 to 2008. He also
served as U of M tennis coach from 1999
to 2005.
Since leaving The Racquet Club in 2008,
he has served as director of the DunavantWellford Tennis Center and as the tennis
coach at Hutchison, in addition to working
with the MUS program.
His induction into the Memphis Open
Hall of Fame follows his earlier inductions
into the University of Memphis Hall of
Fame (1991), the Memphis City Amateur
Hall of Fame (1992), and the Tennessee
Tennis Hall of Fame in 2001. He joins the
previous group of inductees – ex-longtime
Memphis Open tournament director
Tommy Buford, former Racquet Club
owner and major MUS benefactor Billy
Dunavant, and Mike and Bob Bryan,
the most successful doubles team in the
sport's history.

John Simi Elected MAIS-TEC VP

TSSAA Honors Ellis Haguewood

Director of
Instructional
Technology John
Simi was elected
vice-president
of the Memphis
Association of
Independent
SchoolsTechnology
John Simi
Education
Consortium (MAIS-TEC) for the coming
school year. MAIS-TEC promotes the
development and implementation of
instructional and non-instructional
technologies, the enhancement of
education through the use of technology,
and the sharing of resources, expertise,
and experiences.

Headmaster
Emeritus Ellis
Haguewood was
inducted into
the Tennessee
Secondary
School Athletic
Association
(TSSAA) Hall of
Fame. In announcEllis Haguewood
ing Haguewood’s
selection, TSSAA
cited his support of athletics in the state
during his 22 years as headmaster of MUS.
He was a member of the TSSAA Division
II committee from its inception in 1997
through the 2016-17 school year, serving
several two-year terms as chairman. He
is a TSSAA Ex-Officio Board member
representing the Tennessee Association of
Independent Schools.

Laura McCormick Earns Immunology Grant
Instructor in Biology Laura McCormick received a grant from the American Association
of Immunologists to develop a lab-based immunology unit to teach in high school.
Dr. Maureen McGargill of the Immunology Department at St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital served as McCormick’s mentor for the grant. Her work will be presented at the
National Association of Biology Teachers meeting in St. Louis this November and will be
published on the AAI website.

At left, Instructor in Biology Laura
McCormick, left, and Dr. Maureen
McGargill of St. Jude work out the
dosing protocol to simulate the
immune system killing tumor cells.
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Reese Receives Distinguished Teaching Award

I

n announcing this year’s
recipient of the Distinguished
Teaching Award, Headmaster
Ellis Haguewood began by
outlining the qualities a worthy awardee
must exhibit. He described the recipient
as a teacher who sees the big picture, who
has expertise in the subject taught, but
also supports the life of the school outside
the classroom. Someone who is willing
to teach at every level. Someone who
communicates well, and is willing to help
beyond that which is expected.
The 2017 Distinguished Teaching
Award recipient, Instructor in English
Spencer Reese ’94, embodies all these
attributes and more. With a penchant
for quoting English writer and poet G.K.
Chesterton and an abiding love for all
things related to Harry Potter, Reese
is well-known in the MUS community.
Beloved by students and faculty alike, he
infuses his teaching with a passion for the
subject matter that only a true scholar
can demonstrate. He is blessed with that
combination of knowledge and enthusiasm that renders him equally adept in
his pursuit of a doctoral program at the
University of Aberdeen in Scotland as he
is in speaking at the MidSouthCon science
fiction convention.
With a bachelor’s degree in English
from the University of Tennessee and a
master’s degree in poetry from the University of Memphis, Reese is closing in on
that Ph.D., which will be in Literature and
Theology. “I think by [next spring] we will
be addressing him as Dr. Reese,” Haguewood said.
Reese began his career teaching middle-school English and creative writing
classes at Lausanne, coaching both soccer
and swimming and earning various honors along the way. He served as president
of the Shelby County-Memphis Council of
Teachers in English and won Lausanne’s
Teacher of the Year Award and a statewide Leadership Development Award
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Instructor in English Spencer Reese with daughter, Poppy, and parents, Sonny and
Ginger Reese

from the National Council of Teachers of
English. He earned the Exeter University
Research Award for his studies in contemporary children’s literature, and he even
made an MSNBC/Today Show list of “Top
10 Ways to Know if You’re a Harry Potter
Fan.” As Haguewood noted in his presentation remarks, “No. 7 was, ‘Your name is
Spencer Reese.’”
Despite his success at Lausanne, like
any devoted Owl, Reese longed to come
home. In 2008 he did just that, joining the
MUS faculty along with what Haguewood
described as an “outstanding” group of
newcomers that included Grant Burke,
Hamilton Eggers ’94, Jenny Pratt, Jonathan Large, and Wayne Mullins. He has
stayed quite busy here, coaching soccer,
teaching Summer School and Academic
Adventures classes, now directing Summer School, teaching Co-Edge night classes, advising The MUSe, and overseeing the
Quill and Scroll honor society. Also during

his time here, he has taught seventh-grade
English, ninth-grade English, and Upper
School electives encompassing monomyth, Arthurian tradition, short-story
composition, and British literature. He has
taught a continuing education course at
Rhodes College, participated in the 2015
Memphis Communiversity project conceived by Mason Soun ’11, and somehow
along the way, also earned a Master of
Letters degree in divinity from the venerable University of St. Andrews in Scotland.
He and Instructor in Science Bill Taylor
took 24 students to England this summer
to study the roots of fantasy literature on a
Myths and Magic tour.
Reese’s colleague and good friend Jonathan Large joins him in the faculty workroom very early every morning during
the school year, getting the coffee going,
loading the copy machine with paper, and
conversing about English, and history,
and literature and other fascinating and
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scholarly topics. Large says Reese’s excellence
in teaching is a product of his passionate
commitment to the life of the mind.
“He is the consummate scholar, always
seeking to explore the philosophical, theological, and historical questions that arise in his
study of literature,” Large says. “As a result,
his classes are more like graduate seminars
than high school courses. Under his expert
guidance, students embark on their own
‘hero’s journey’ toward the Platonic Triad of
the true, the beautiful, and the good. Many of
Mr. Reese’s students have reported to me that
taking one of his classes was a life-changing
experience.”
Valedictorian Brooks Eikner ’17, in his
address at Commencement, said the class
would have gotten “nowhere” without their
many great teachers, and cited Mr. Reese,
“[who] won’t stop quoting Chesterton or
talking about the good, the true, and the
beautiful,” as one of those they would never
forget.
A true MUS man, Reese lives on campus
with his wife, Alysson, and three children,
Poppy, Finnley, and Willow. He said he was
deeply surprised to receive this honor. In
reflecting on the award later, he turned to his
favorite writer to express his thoughts.
“G.K. Chesterton once said, ‘The test of
all happiness is gratitude.’ I cannot help but
be happy each day I’m here at MUS. For that,
I am thankful. I am so blessed to have this
opportunity and so humbled to be considered worthy of an award that so many more
deserve.”
The Distinguished Teaching Award is a permanent endowment fund established in 1990
through a generous bequest by John Murry
Springfield. Springfield joined the faculty in
1958 and served as an instructor in English
and mathematics until 1971. From 1971 until
his death in August 1989, Springfield served
as principal of the Hull Lower School. The
monetary award is given annually to a faculty
member who demonstrates excellence in both
the classroom and in extracurricular activities.

T

his summer, I was one of 50 teachers around
the nation to be selected for the National
Gallery of Art Summer Teacher Institute in
Washington, DC. The institute is a six-day
program that brings K-12 teachers of various
disciplines together to study art history and to learn effective strategies for integrating visual art into the classroom.
As a Latin teacher, I cannot imagine a more appropriate setting for professional development – with the
obvious exception of Italy– than our nation’s capital.
Washington is a city full of neoclassical architecture, and
the magisterial National Gallery of Art, with its central
rotunda modeled directly after the ancient Roman Pantheon, certainly reflects the influence of our Greek and
Ryan Sellers
Roman ancestors.
Our program focused on the art of the Renaissance,
and over the course of the week, we examined dozens of pieces in the museum’s
world-class collection, including Van Eyck’s The Annunciation, Bellini and Titian’s
The Feast of the Gods, and Leonardo da Vinci’s Ginevra de’ Benci. We heard lectures
from art history professors, toured the museum’s galleries with specialized curators,
received demonstrations in printmaking and Venetian painting techniques, studied
Islamic connections to Italian art, and listened to a live performance of Renaissance-era music, all the while considering how to incorporate this material into the
curriculum.
Although it may be 500 years old, the art of the Renaissance can help today’s
students learn to think more logically, communicate more effectively, and have a
more comprehensive understanding of the world around them . . . all invaluable
educational skills for the 21st century. I am honored to have participated in the
National Gallery of Art’s program, and I look forward to sharing what I learned with
my students at MUS in the years to come.

Contact your class rep for more information on all events or
check musowls.org under Alumni/Events and Reunions.
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Hansen Takes the Helm of
College Counseling
Zach Hansen joins
the community as
the new director of
College Counseling.
He had served in
that role at Annie
Wright Schools in
Tacoma, WA, since
2009. After earning
a B.A. in English
from Pacific Lutheran University and a
master’s degree from George Fox University,
he began his career as an English instructor in various schools in Oregon, Alaska,
and Washington and joined Annie Wright
Schools in 2000, serving as chairman of
the English Department and earning the
school’s Excellence in Teaching Award.
He is a graduate of the International
Baccalaureate Summer Institute (Level 1
and 2), the Harvard Admissions Institute,
and the Exeter Humanities Institute.
He has twin daughters, who will be
first-year students at Rhodes College and
Washington University in St. Louis, and a
son, Dutch ’21, entering the ninth-grade
class. Hansen succeeds former Director of
College Counseling Brian K. Smith, who
left in June to take a position as dean of
College Counseling at Marlborough School
in Los Angeles.

Growing Music Program
Adds Instructors
Chris Carter joins the Fine Arts
Department this fall as a part-time music
instructor. An accomplished professional
pianist and organist, Chris has played
and recorded with award-winning artists,
including Kirk Whalum, Isaac Hayes, and
David Porter. Also a music producer and
engineer, he has garnered nominations for
a Grammy Award and a Dove Award and
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has won two Stellar
Gospel Music
Awards and an
American Society
of Composers,
Authors and
Publishers (ASCAP)
Award. He played
organ on Whalum’s
Grammynominated album Roundtrip and has
credits on several other Billboard Top 10
singles and albums in the categories of
Christian music and jazz. He studied at the
University of Memphis and with classical
and jazz musicians. The minister of music
at Prince of Peace Baptist Church, he is
also owner and chief engineer/producer at
The Rock Studios in Eads.
Kim Trammell
joins the faculty
as instructor for
the Drum Corps.
A professional
percussionist and
instructor in the
Mid-South for
almost 30 years,
Trammell has experience performing and recording across
music genres. She obtained a bachelor’s
degree in classical percussion performance
from the University of Memphis, where
she was the first female to march in the
drumline in The Mighty Sound of the South
Marching Band. Her many performance
credits include playing percussion for
contemporary Christian artist Todd Agnew
on his six studio albums, as well as for
Jimmy Buffett and Darius Rucker. She has
written music and instructed competitive
drumlines and individual students at
Munford High School, Cordova High
School, Fayette Academy High School,
Briarcrest Christian School (her alma
mater), Kirby High School, Millington High
School, and the University of Memphis.

Administrative Additions
Shirl Clayton is the
new administrative
assistant for our
Admissions Office.
She was previously
with Syngenta Crop
Protection as a
commercial unit
operations manager, overseeing a
team of four people and providing support
for 90 sales representatives and district
managers. Previously, she worked for Ford
Motor Company. For the past 13 years,
she and her husband have volunteered
with Central Church’s student ministry,
work that has included taking teens to a
small village in Costa Rica in the summers
to construct a church building and
teach Bible school. She succeeds Ginny
Cochran, who retired in June (see story on
page 40).
Tracy Killen is the
new administrative
assistant for
Headmaster
Pete Sanders
and Director
of Business
Operations Rankin
Fowlkes. Killen
was the Lower
School administrative assistant at St.
Mary’s Episcopal School for the past five
years. Previously, she served as a property
management coordinator and capital
asset management agent for Methodist
Le Bonheur Healthcare and as an
administrative assistant with the Memphis
office of Tetra Tech, an international civil
engineering and consulting firm. She holds
a B.S. in English education from Louisiana
State University.
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Math Department Changes
for Lower School
Scottie Cain
joins the faculty
this fall as Lower
School Math
Lab instructor.
Cain has tutored
homeschool and
local private
school students
and most recently
taught middle-school math and Spanish
at No Limits Tutoring in Memphis. She
has a bachelor’s degree in education
with a concentration in mathematics
from the University of North Carolina,
Chapel Hill, and a master’s in biblical
studies from Dallas Theological Seminary.
She is married to Dick Cain, associate
pastor/pastoral team leader at Second
Presbyterian Church and has served as a
missionary with her family in Argentina.
Cain replaces Meredith McFarlin, who
has taken on a full load of classes upon
the retirement of Instructor in Math
Maria Burke, who is featured on 		
page 42.

Experienced Coaches Join
Owl Faculty
Chris Colbeck joins our faculty as
assistant lacrosse coach and English and
music instructor. He has a bachelor’s
degree in finance from Loyola University
in Baltimore, a bachelor’s in liberal
studies from the University of Mississippi,
and a master’s degree in Southern Studies
from the University of Mississippi. At
Loyola he was selected to the Green and
Grey Society, which annually honors 10
seniors who best represent the ideals
and principles of the university. He also
received the school’s Mohler Award, an

Eastern College
Athletic
Conference Medal
of Merit, and
two-time AllAmerican honors
on the lacrosse
team, which he
captained for two
years. He was
elected to the Loyola University Athletic
Hall of Fame in 2003. Upon graduation
his lacrosse coaching career commenced,
taking him to Drexel University, Loyola,
Hofstra University, and Princeton
University, before he joined the University
of Virginia as an assistant and offensive
coordinator. During his five-year tenure,
the Cavaliers earned three ACC championships, made it to two Final Fours, and
won a national championship.
Chris Lewis joins
the community
as a history
teacher and head
wrestling coach.
A graduate of
Rhodes College,
Lewis was a
teacher and
coach at Christian
Brothers High School for the past 26
years. For 14 of those years he taught AP
American History, and he chaired the
Social Studies Department for four years.
Since 1997 he served as the head varsity
wrestling coach, leading his teams to 17
regional championships, two state dual
titles, and one state individual title. He
was named National Federation of State
High School Association’s Tennessee
Wrestling Coach of the Year in 2010,
National Wrestling Coaches Association
Tennessee Coach of the Year in 2009, and
The Commercial Appeal’s Wrestling Coach
of the Year 10 times. He also served as
head freshman football coach for many

years. Lewis replaces Steve Hendricks,
who retired in the spring after eight years
as head wrestling coach.

Technology Department
Adds Specialist
Michael Escue
joins the
technology team
as senior support
specialist. Escue
has more than
a decade of
diagnostic and
repair experience
with Mac and
PC computers, servers, and digital
imaging devices; he is also proficient with
Windows, Microsoft Office, and Outlook.
Most recently serving in IT Systems for
Memphis College of Art, he has been
a contract helpdesk technician, lead
technical support tech, and lead repair
technician at several companies in the
Mid-South and Southeast. He has earned
certifications with HP, Dell, IBM/Lenovo,
Sony, Apple, and Lexmark. Escue replaces
former tech team member Jeremy Cupp
who departed at the end of the school
year to travel and pursue new
adventures.
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’58

’59

After serving as president of
National Bank of Commerce (now
SunTrust), John Evans and his
wife, Marsha, have retired to the
good life in east Shelby County.
Their son, Sid ’87, is editor of
Southern Living magazine and
lives in Birmingham, AL, with
his wife and two children; son
Marshall ’89 is pursuing his
doctorate in Santa Barbara, CA,
with writing and teaching on the
horizon.

South Line Apartments, developed
by Henry Turley, was honored in
the New Construction (small)
category in the annual CBRE
Building Memphis Awards.

Les Nicholson and his wife,
Laureen, reside in Chevy Chase,
MD. Les enjoyed a successful
legal career representing numerous American corporations
in Washington as chief litigator,
taught law at the University of
Virginia, played international
tennis for years, and served as
president of the International
Tennis Club of the United States
of America. Their son, John, and
daughter, Erin, each have two
children and live nearby.

’60
After retiring a few years ago
as a neonatologist, Robert
Dillard has been teaching
a course at Duke to first-year
medical students on examining
patients and taking patient
histories.

Allan Gold reports that he
has given up motorcycling and
bought a three-wheeled Spyder,
which he uses for daily outings,
exploring beautiful surroundings
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in central Arkansas. This summer,
he and Laura took a 13-year-old
granddaughter and her parents on
an African safari. He shared this
about the photo below, left: “Right
outside the window of our room,
a nyala (spiral-horned antelope) is
up on our deck drinking out of our
small swimming pool.”
Kent Ingram and his brother,
Keith ’73, have sold their
concrete business in West
Memphis. Kent visits the
University of Arkansas every
chance he gets, generally making
a side visit to Crystal Bridges. Kent
recalled leaving graduation early
to travel to Washington to work
as an intern for U.S. Rep. Ezekiel
“Took” Gathings. On his first day,
John F. Kennedy was in the same
elevator, and Kent noticed that
his hair had a much more auburn
color than in pictures.
Archie McLaren was one of four
“Modern Masters” honorees at the
4th annual Fork & Cork Classic
event, which celebrates what’s
good to eat and drink in Santa
Barbara, CA. Fork & Cork recognizes visionaries in food, wine, and
agriculture, and McLaren was honored for his leadership as founder
and chairman of the Central Coast
Wine Classic, one of America’s

most successful charity wine
auctions, holding its 32nd annual
event. The Wine Classic celebrated
McLaren’s 75th birthday in August
and honored his chairmanship of
its auctions for the past 32 years.
McLaren was also featured in
a documentary at the San Luis
Obispo International Film Festival
about his term as president of the
Avila Beach Water District, when it
was discovered during a renovation of its Front Street that there
was major water contamination
from the improper disposal of
oil products for a 100-year period. McLaren led the clean-up
and reconstruction for 10 years.
George Owen reports:
I am enjoying life in the South
Carolina Lowcountry after
suffering through a bad time
during and after Hurricane
Matthew. We’ve been here for
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12 years. I am still a working real
estate appraiser and enjoy the
mental stimulation. We have a
great trip in September to South
Africa and Namibia. We’re also
traveling to Austin, TX, twice for
family weddings. I’m feeling good
at 74, going to the YMCA gym three
times a week. My son, Peter, is 35
and works with FedEx in Memphis;
I have a grandson, 10. My hobby of
playing the guitar has blossomed
into a feeble attempt at songwriting. I’m afraid that YouTube has
refused to post my work. Thus, my
compositions will remain in the
closet for now.
Peter Pace is in Charlevoix, MI,
and reports that his daughters
work in three fields: interior design,
landscape design, and medical
supply sales.
While many of us have grandchildren about to enter college, Todd
Slaughter’s oldest child, Atom,
6’3”, is planning to start freshman
year at Ohio State, where Todd
has been an art professor for 32
years. His fraternal twin daughters
will enter the ninth grade.
Taking a bit more time off from his
work as an emergency room physician, Ferrell Varner is playing
more bridge, adding to his regular
outings for tennis and golf. John
Bondurant and Alex Wellford
compete in a weekly duplicate
bridge tournament, figuring that
at the rate they are adding points,
they will be Life Masters in another
25 years. Asked about his leisure
activities, Jimmy Allen said he
plays golf regularly, with his best
scores in the mid to high 80s.
Alex Wellford reports: In its
latest issue, the Princeton Alumni
Weekly acknowledged the death
in 2012 of Princeton 1952 alumnus
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and former MUS math teacher
Robert E. Field. It noted that he
was a graduate of Messick High
School, majored in philosophy at
Princeton, studied French in Paris
on a Fulbright scholarship, and
worked at Proctor & Gamble before teaching math at a “Memphis
independent school.” It also noted
that his gravestone stated, “proudly
served his country in the Korean
War, Germany 1953-1955.” His first
days in the classroom in 1959 at
MUS left him saying, “Oh my goodness. We really need to do some
math review.” Bright and upbeat,
he was a good teacher. A devout
Mormon, Mr. Field was asked by
Col. Ross M. Lynn to use a class
period to discuss his faith with our
class.

’61
From Scott May: John Bell
noticed he was short of breath
and hardly able to walk 20 yards
without resting, and ended up
having his aortic heart valve replaced. He says he can again “leap
tall buildings.” Don’t know about
that, but less than two weeks after
surgery, he guided fellow classmate,
Hammond Cole, on a nice gobbler kill. Back in the late ’60s - early
’70s, Carruthers Love and several others constructed a 28-foot
pontoon boat with screened room
and rooftop bar, named it the Sea
Deuce, and docked it at a Pickwick
state-line marina. Over the next
four years we terrorized the Yellow
Creek area. I had an 8mm movie
camera and captured many days
of fun in the sun. Several years ago,
I came across the priceless film
and sent it to our friend, Bill Myers
(CBHS grad) in Hollywood. Myers,
a screenwriter, got the movie put
on DVD with music and sent it

to me. I shared it with the “stars”
– Jody Brown, Bert Palmer,
John Bell, Jimmy Dobbs, Henry
Morgan, Cran Boyce, Love, our
lady friends, friends from other
classes and schools, etc. It would
be an understatement to say we
were having lots of fun! I wish I had
gotten it back in time to screen at
our 55th reunion.
Barbara and Pitt Hyde have
been named recipients of the
2017 William E. Simon Prize for
Philanthropic Leadership, an
annual award administered by
the Philanthropy Roundtable that
highlights the power of philanthropy to promote positive change.
They will be honored in October
during the group’s annual meeting. The prize includes a $250,000
award payable to a charity of the
Hydes’ choice.

’62
Jerry Bradfield reports: We are
planning some fun activities for
the Homecoming reunion and
hope many of you will be available
September 23 for our party at my
nephew’s home in Eads, TN. They
have 10 rolling, tree-studded acres
and a nice pool area. My nephew
just retired as an Army colonel
and is an accomplished pilot also.
You will hear more about reunion
events as well as a possible surprise
announcement, so I hope you are
making plans to come.
You may know that Fred Smith’s
retirement age was moved up to
75! Obviously, he loves his work,
and what a fine company he has
created for the world to enjoy.
You may remember the great
VIP tour he provided for our last
(50th) reunion. Not sure we can
top that! BTW, those pictures are

still on our class Facebook page so
check it out. How many others of
you are still working? Hope to get
some of those questionnaires back
soon. Guess we are living longer
and staying healthier. Philip
Crump recently provided some
helpful information to me, and it
was greatly appreciated. I imagine
he and his architect wife, Beverley,
are still enjoying their jobs. Jim
Garner and I have been in touch,
and he is still going strong with his
business. Lee McCormick and
I exchange emails occasionally,
and of course Nat Ellis and his
wife, Pat, are forever on the go
visiting their grands! I understand
that Bob Manker was one of
the former players who made a
nice contribution to the Jacob
Rudolph plaza. I saw Newt
Metcalf at a Calvary Lenten
luncheon in April, and he said
he and Cole Wilder went up to
visit Barney Witherington who
is a little under the weather; we
wish him well. I went through
the drive-in at the Greek Festival
in May and remembered some
fun times seeing Cole there in
years past. Canon and Jamie
Hall, Dan Copp, and Kathy and
I met for dinner recently. Canon
and Jamie offered to have the
reunion party again, but because they are hosting the Rhodes
50th in October, I suggested my
nephew’s home. Pete Shearon,
who’s also working in research at
UM, has passed along his talents
to his younger daughter, Elizabeth,
who is starting at Tulane Law
School in August, and older daughter, Laura, who is still a prosecutor
and running for a Miami-Dade
County Circuit Court judgeship.
Pete says that according to Laura,
his oldest granddaughter, Lucy, is
the fastest kid in her senior kindergarten class.
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It was particularly pleasing to learn
that only our class had exceeded
the 50 percent goal for reunion giving as of early July! Thanks to some
very generous classmates, we
always have the highest amount,
which makes my job a lot easier.
Thanks, guys. You really came
through this year. Try to make
the reunion. This may be our last
official one!

’63
Rick Moore received the
National Asphalt Pavement
Association’s Man of the Year
Award, and his company, LehmanRoberts, received two Quality in
Construction Awards and the
NAPA Diamond Achievement
Commendation at the 62nd annual meeting of the organization.

’65
Trow Gillespie was recognized
by PDS as its 2017 Distinguished
Alumnus in April.

’66
Anne and Robert Sayle and
Jeanne and Frank Jemison
celebrated in Boston with Ellen
and Brig Klyce at the wedding of
their son, Walter Klyce ’06, to
Katie Schick. Other Class of 2006
alumni attending included Frank
Jemison III, Peter Zanca,
Collier Calandruccio, and
David Minervini. The Klyce musical talent was on display at the
late party on Friday night – with
Brig playing lead guitar, Walter
singing, and Henry Klyce ’65 on
the electric fiddle – and spectacularly at the wedding at the Boston
Public Library.
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Bruce Smith of Apperson
Crump, who serves as general
counsel for the Memphis Area
Transit Authority, is the 2017
recipient of the Thomas B. Deen
Distinguished Lectureship. He
presented his lecture, titled
“Ethical Issues Facing Today’s
Transportation Agencies:
Transparency and Security, Codes
of Conduct, and Public-Private
Partnerships” as part of the
96th Transportation Research
Board Annual Meeting in
Washington, DC.

’67
John Callison retired in March
2016 after 42 years at Vanderbilt
University as senior deputy general
counsel; he is now working as a
consulting attorney for Latitude
Legal Solutions.

’68
An update from Richard
Feinstein courtesy of Terry
Wilson’s Stay in Touch efforts:
“After graduating from the College
of Charleston, I went to work with
my brother-in-law at The Wexner
Companies, known locally as
Joseph at Laurelwood. At the time
we had 100 ladies’ shoe departments around the country. In 1993
we downsized, and I went into
wholesale for the factory owned

by Louis Vuitton, covering the
U.S., Canada, and South America.
I worked for them for 23 years and
after five back surgeries and aging,
I retired from the shoe business.
Personal life: I got divorced in 1992
and I remarried in 1995. I am still
married and grateful she can put
up with me. I have three grown
sons, one married with two kids.
So yes, I am a grandfather – hard
to believe. In 2013 I went to work
for United Healthcare as an agent
for Medicare plans, and I enjoy
working when I want to. We are in
the process of building a home in
the mountains around Asheville,
NC. Come visit anytime. That goes
for everyone! Since I was hardly
home very much over the years, I
lost touch. Thank you for calling
and trying to keep history alive.”

’69
Webster McDonald has retired
and is devoting his life to full-time
enjoyment! He and his brotherin-law Woody Ray ’71 recently
spent time mountain biking
through Colorado before Webster
and his wife, Cynthia, headed
to Italy.
Wylie McLallen wrote a book,
Tigers by the River, which tells the
story of the early days of professional football in Memphis (see
story on page 26).
Jim Smith and his wife, Lela, are
spending more time fishing out
in Montana. According to Jim, his
wife has passed him in ability and
in the love of fly fishing.
Woods Weathersby was elected
to the board of directors of his law
firm, Evans Petree.

’70
Lou Adams is on Memphis
magazine’s Top Doctors 2017 list in
the category of plastic surgery.

While leading a group tour
through the Peabody Hotel,
Duckmaster Jimmy Ogle ran
into classmate Rod Riggins,
who lives in Dallas but was in
town for a conference.
Henry Sullivant has been
named vice president and chief
medical officer for the Baptist
Memorial Health Care System in
Memphis. He will oversee medical
staff for the 17-hospital system and
quality programs. He joined the
Baptist system in 2013 after practicing obstetrics and gynecology in
Memphis for 30 years.

’71
Ed Garrett is on Memphis
magazine’s Top Doctors 2017 list
in the category of thoracic and
cardiac surgery.

’72
Eddie Crenshaw, a senior
sales associate with Novartis, is
completing his 40th year, making
him the longest tenured of any
pharmaceutical sales rep in the
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Tennessee/Mississippi/Arkansas
region. He’s still working.

’73
Reb Haizlip has been named to
the prestigious American Institute
of Architects College of Fellows.
Buck Lewis was inducted as a
fellow of the American Academy of
Appellate Lawyers.

’74
Nathan Bicks is now managing
partner of the Burch, Porter &
Johnson law firm and is immediate past president of the Brooks
Museum board. He donated to the
Annual Fund before surrendering
that info!
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Baker Donelson law firm, guided
by chairman and CEO Ben
Adams, was one of four Memphis
organizations that made the 2017
list of Fortune 100 Best Companies
to Work For, announced in March.
Baker Donelson ranked 95, just
ahead of FedEx, led by CEO Fred
Smith ’62, which also made the
list at 99. It was the eighth year in a
row on the list for Baker Donelson,
which is the 60th largest law firm
in the nation. FedEx has made the
list 20 times and was inducted
into the magazine’s Hall of Fame
in 2005.
Buck Wellford has been named
chair of the advocacy department
at Baker Donelson.
David Yawn took part in the
vaunted FBI Citizens Academy’s
nine-week training program in

USS James E. Williams destroyer
at the Navy’s invitation. David was
most impressed by how much
safer he knows we are after this
experience.

’75

Memphis. He participated in a
two-day immersion at the FBI’s
Hoover Building headquarters in
Washington, DC. During his
training, he visited the Situation
Intelligence Center and the
700-person FBI crime lab at
Quantico. Visiting Naval Station
Norfolk separately, he toured the

Bill Ruleman, professor of
English at Tennessee Wesleyan
University, has published a new
book, Early Poems of Hermann
Hesse. The work features
Ruleman’s translations of Hesse’s
verse up to his 25th year and is
available from Cedar Springs
Books via Amazon.com.
Mike Threlkeld is on Memphis
magazine’s Top Doctors 2017
list in the category of infectious
disease.

’77
Impossible Dream Realized
History repeated itself in the Hyde Chapel
theater this spring with the staging of
Man of La Mancha as the spring musical
production. The play had previously graced
our stage 27 years ago (in 1990) and for the
first time 40 years ago (in 1977), with Flip
Eikner ’77 appearing as Don Quixote. This
year, as in 1990, Eikner served as director,
with his son, Brooks Eikner ’17, center,
appearing in the title role. Flip’s daughter
Nora James also performed. Other cast
members included Dylan Riggs ’17, far
left, the guitar-playing muleteer, who is
the son of Rollin Riggs ’77, who played a
prisoner in the original cast. And then there
was the barber, Aidan Saunders ’21, far
right, grandson of Faculty Emeritus Andy
Saunders, the Padre in the original cast. In
his director’s note, Eikner began by quoting
William Faulkner, who famously asserted:
“The past is never dead. It’s not even past.”
51

CLASS NEWS

SUMMER 2017

’77

’79

Barry Rogers recently alerted
us that he is still alive!

Rush Waller is on Memphis
magazine’s Top Doctors 2017
list in the category of pediatric
cardiology.

Bob Fockler, president of the
Community Foundation of Greater
Memphis, will serve as board chair
for the Southeastern Council of
Foundations, the nation’s largest
regional association of grantmakers.
Lisanne and Tom Marshall enjoy
watching Oscar ’22 play basketball for the seventh-grade Owls.
(See story on Marshall on page 16.)

’81
The Memphis Area Association
of Realtors Commercial Council
named Kelly Truitt the 2016
Office Leases-Tenant Broker of
the Year at the annual Pinnacle
Awards.
Boyd Wade and his wife, Lucy,
traveled to London, York, and
Scotland for most of the month of
May. He planned to try to find his
ancestors’ castle in Scotland and
move back in.

The Class of 1977 is saddened
to acknowledge the passing of
classmate Neil Utkov, far left,
father of George Utkov ’10
and Nate Utkov ’12; brother of
the late Bruce Utkov ’72. The
reunion planning committee
met with him at his home shortly
before his death; from left, Utkov,
Percy Clarke, Jim Rainer,
Bruce Moore, Allen McCool,
Ted O’Brien, Charlie Oates,
Steve Hergenrader, and John
Wilbourn.

’78
Howard Nease is on Memphis
magazine’s Top Doctors 2017 list in
the category of internal medicine.
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Los Angeles filmmaker Temple Brown joined forces with Memphis
videographer Drew Fleming ’05 to create a tribute video for
retired Headmaster Ellis Haguewood this spring. Watch it here:
bit.ly/EllisHaguewood

’82
Sally and Dan Barron’s daughter,
Virginia Elizabeth, was queen of
the 2017 Germantown Charity
Horse Show.

Bill Wilson, a math teacher at
Mt. Pisgah Middle School, is in his
11th year helping teach math to
SLAM campers at MUS. He and his
wife, Maureen, donate funds every
year to cover the cost of ALEKS
(web-based assessment and
learning system) licenses for each
camper enrolled.

Doug Carpenter acquired the
117-year-old Nabisco warehouse
downtown and will move his communications consulting agency,
DCA, there by the end of the year.
In addition, Loflin Yard, which he
created with Michael Tauer ’95
and other partners, was honored
in the Renovations/Conversions
(small) category in the 2016
CBRE Building Memphis Awards.
Carpenter was also honored with
a national ADDY award for his PR
and branding efforts in building
awareness for Loflin Yard.
Scott Crosby led the creation of
a new Downtown public park on
Madison Avenue across the street
from The Brass Door, of which
he’s a part owner. “I’ve worked

in downtown Memphis for 20
years,” explains Crosby, a partner
at the law firm of Burch Porter &
Johnson. “I’ve always been fascinated with ‘third places’ — where
do people live when they’re not at
work and they’re not at home.”
Robert Davis has published
his third health and wellness
book, Fitter Faster (AMACOM),
that outlines how to incorporate
efficient exercise into a balanced
and healthy lifestyle (see story on
page 27).
Stephen Galloway received the
Distinguished Service Award from
the Tennessee Veterinary Medical
Association at its annual conference in Nashville.
Joe Lazarov is co-executive
producer of the hit ABC series
Designated Survivor. Lazarov is
a producer and director, known
for Gossip Girl (2007), Northern
Exposure (1990), and Law &
Order: Special Victims Unit
(1999).
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’83
Steve Carpenter reports: We are
adopting four kids who have lived
with us for two years, making me a
dad of eight!
Sullivan Branding owner Brian
Sullivan was accepted into the
Forbes Agency Council.

’85
John Dobbs joined forces with
friends Rusty Creasy, Michael
Turley, and Liam Turley ’19
to provide an inspirational duck
hunting experience this season for
their friend and fellow alumnus,
Ted O’Brien ’77, an avid hunter
and outdoor enthusiast before
his injury in a car accident years
ago. See the video here: bit.ly/
TedOBrien
Richard Nichol was elected as
treasurer of the board of directors
of Evans Petree law firm.
Crash Into June, the long-running
Memphis power pop band featuring bassist Johnny Norris and
his brother, guitarist and singer
Dave Norris ’90, played a 25th
anniversary concert at the Hi Tone
in November.

’88
Meyer Horn is now owner and
partner in a large dermatology
practice in Chicago.
Philip McCaull is a financial
advisor with Wells Fargo in New
Hampshire. He and his wife,
Stephanie, live on a farm in
Vermont with their kids, Kate and
Drew, both standout basketball
and hockey players.
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Following the successful acquisition of his most recent company, a
med-tech startup, Max Painter
started his own medical device
distribution agency, Maximum
Medical Solutions, in March. Max
continues to reside in Memphis
with his wife, Kathryn Sutton
Painter (Hutchison ’89). They have
three boys – Max III, Parks, and
John. Max started at MUS this fall
– Class of 2023!
Chris Sullivan continues
to work as in-house counsel
for Qwest Communications
in Denver. Chris and his wife,
Catherine, have three boys, all of
whom are very active in sports,
especially basketball and lacrosse.
With his Syracuse roots, Chris
is considered a lacrosse guru in
the Rocky Mountain region. He
continues his snowboarding dominance of the senior circuit during
the winter months.
Jon Van Hoozer is still working
at Financial Federal Bank and very
active in the Boys and Girls Clubs
of Memphis. He enjoyed competing for the ABL hoops title along
with several other alumni (Greg
Rhodes ’89, Peter Monaghan
’89, Dan Shumake ’89, Jason
Fair ’89, Miles Fortas ’89,
Gene Hamilton ’86, and John
Sharp ’81). Jon spends most of
his time away from work driving
and watching his kids, Jon ’21
(ninth grade) and Julia (St. Mary’s,
sixth grade), play basketball
and lacrosse, although he has to
call Chris Sullivan for lax rules
interpretations.

colonel as an intelligence officer;
he has been serving for 24 years.
He is still with the Tupelo Police
Department as a policy manager
and academy instructor; he has
served there for 21 years. His
oldest son, Mitch, will be a senior
at Ole Miss studying Chinese and
computer science; he had a summer internship with Circadence.
His middle son, Bryant, graduated
from Saltillo High School with special distinction and will enter the
same Chinese flagship program at
Ole Miss. His youngest son, Zac,
will be a junior at Saltillo High next
year. Rob and his wife are working
on their 25th year of marriage.

his wife, Meredith, have three kids;
his oldest, Judson ’21, is a ninth
grader at MUS.

This fall Jason Fair begins his
role as president of the Alumni
Executive Board. Other members
of the board from the Class of
’89 include Alex Wellford and
Scott Sherman. The board
strives to promote and support
the school, while facilitating a
mutually beneficial relationship
between the school and alumni.
Jason lives in Memphis and works
at Wunderlich Securities. He and

’91

Ellen and Miles Fortas’ oldest
son, Jackson Slocum Fortas
’23, started seventh grade at MUS
this fall.

’90
Gray Bartlett has joined the law
firm of Shea Moskovitz & McGhee.
Jeff Kerlan is on Memphis
magazine’s Top Doctors 2017
list in the category of cardiac
electrophysiology.

Trevor Benitone is fighting old
age by adding the responsibility of
a new baby girl, Elizabeth Murray,
born on Christmas night (so
Trevor can avoid extra gifts for the
next 18 years). Trevor was recently
promoted to vice president of
business development at Adams
Keegan.

’89

’89
Robert Edwards has been promoted with the Mississippi Army
National Guard to lieutenant

Friends from the Class of 1989 gathered to play golf at Colonial Country
Club, from left, William Wunderlich, Andrew Shipman, Horace Carter, Adam
Tooley, Dan Shumake, Greg Rhodes, Paul Barcroft, and Scott Sherman.
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Described as a source of advice
and a role model, University
of Memphis Director of Player
Relations Braxton Brady was
featured in The Commercial
Appeal in December for his
work as “The Confidant” of Tiger
football athletes and resource for
players who need help tackling
spiritual, social, and emotional
issues off the field.
Darrell Cobbins recently joined
the board of United Way of the
Mid-South. He also received
the inaugural “100 Champion”
award from the 100 Black Men
of Memphis (see tribute video
featuring Coach Bobby Alston
here: bit.ly/Cobbins). Cobbins also
reports: “Watch Love Work” is
a project that I have been working on for the past year with a
diverse group of fellow committed
Memphians. We are making 50
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financial assistance and coordination among community organizations. During his day job at Poag
Shopping Centers, Josh is focused
on great efforts like Highland
Row, Tanger Outlets, and Carriage
Crossing.

in the family beer business in
Birmingham, and another son,
Dobbson, on his way to Alabama
for college.

Brian Evans recently joined
Adams Keegan as the managing
director of business development.
He will be focused on expanding
into the Nashville, TN, market
where he lives with his wife, J.J., and
their two sons.

Josh Lawhead recently married. He and his bride, Ellie, are in
wedded bliss.

Several classmates, including Ellis Haddad, Trent
Allen, Will Dupree, Darrell
Cobbins, Trevor Benitone,
Whit McCrary, and Chris
Lamberson rallied to support
Rhodes Scott and his family by
attending the funeral service for
Rhodes’ father, Gwin C. Scott. Our
prayers continue to be with the
Scott family.

Josh Poag is active making
Memphis better as the board chair
for Community LIFT, an organization focused on helping boost
Memphis neighborhoods through

Tal Vickers continues to lead
the way as the old man of the
class with one son, Sims, who has
graduated from the University
of Alabama and is now working

two- to three-minute film stories
of love from Memphis to share
online weekly in memory of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., leading
up to the 50th anniversary of his
assassination in 2018. Sign up on
our website, watchlovework.org.
I hope seeing these little bits of
good every week in your inbox will
brighten your days and that you
will find it in your heart to share
them with others and add your
own stories so we can overwhelm
the world with love in memory of
Dr. King this 50th year.”

’92

Bill Murray graduated from
the School of Theology at the
University of the South in May
2017 with a Doctor of Ministry. Bill
is currently serving as the vicar
at St. Michael and All Angels in
Dallas, TX.

’91
The revitalized and refurbished
Crosstown Concourse opened in
August. Brett Grinder, vice president
of Grinder, Taber & Grinder, the general
contractor for the $200 million project,
sent in this photo of an unexpected
visitor to the construction site in
November: “Good omen for the building
opening that the first resident is an owl.”
(Look closely to spot the owl at left.)
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Matt Wilson is expanding
Cheffie’s Cafe to Collierville in the
Schilling Farms development.

’93
Violet and Alex Crabb were married in September 2016. Alex has
changed careers and now works
for UBS as a compliance officer in
Nashville.
Cavett Ostner’s and Thomas
Quinlen’s oldest daughters
graduated from St. Mary’s this
spring. Yes, we are that old.
Savannah Ostner will attend
Auburn University on an equestrian scholarship. She was
previously the National Reining
Horse Association 14-18 World
Champion. Addie Quinlen will
be attending the University of
Richmond, where she will endeavor to avoid the fate of former Owl
and Spider, Tom Wright, who
was sucked into New Jersey, never
to return.
Daniel Warlick recently won the
President’s Flight of the Memphis
Country Club golf championship.
If you were not already aware of
this feat of golfing prowess, consider yourself lucky, as it means
you’re not on the distribution list
receiving weekly photographs of
the trophy.
Collectible firearms artisan
Keith Warner of Gunsmith Inc.
was featured in Inside Memphis
Business this spring. He has
worked on guns for almost 20
years.

’94
Gene Kim graduated from law
school and will be sitting for the
Georgia Bar.
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MUS Instructor in English
Spencer Reese was awarded
the school’s 2017 Distinguished
Teaching Award in May. (See story
on page 44).

’95
Trip Miller appeared live on
CNBC’s “Closing Bell” to discuss
why Amazon has long-term upside potential.

’96
Neil Roberson launched a new
commercial real estate mezzanine fund with Greystone, a real
estate origination and servicing
platform.
Matt Weathersby made the Top
25 list for highest producing real
estate professionals in the 2016
Pinnacle Awards.

’97
Chris Canale’s Old Dominick
Distillery opened this spring.
Attorney Brian Yoakum was
elected to the board of directors
of his firm, Evans Petree, and
was selected to participate in
the Tennessee Bar Association’s
Leadership Law program.

’98
Richard Moore was promoted
to director of business development with Lehman-Roberts Co.

’99
Chris Copeland has a new job
in business operations at nexAir.

Gotta Wear Shades
On August 21, hundreds of millions of people across the United
States had the chance to witness a total or partial solar eclipse. More
than 700 Owls were among that number, watching the action from
Hull-Dobbs Athletic Field in Stokes Stadium, and outfitted with
special MUS-branded solar eclipse glasses from Memphis-based
American Paper Optics (APO).
“For a few minutes, literally the entire country stopped to take in
this huge moment,” says Jason Lewin ’98, APO director of marketing. Getting prepared for this national experience kept Lewin, CFO
Paulo Aur ’81, and the staff of APO extremely busy this past year.
According to NASA’s eclipse safety webpage, APO was one of only five
manufacturers in the country providing eclipse glasses that meet the
ISO international safety standards for such products. APO expected
to sell 75-100 million pairs. A partnership with Bill Nye the Science
Guy as well as NASA helped spread the word about what APO called
the “Super Bowl of the Sky.”
Lewin and Aur also partnered with St. Jude to create a commemorative pair of branded glasses, with 50 percent of those sales going
back to the hospital. They worked directly with the patients to design
the glasses, which have been a bestseller since their launch. “It’s so
easy to give back to an institution like St. Jude that continually gives so
much to others,” Lewin says.
APO was featured on CBS Sunday Morning August 13 to talk
about the eclipse and how to safely observe one of nature’s most
awe-inspiring sights.
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Jim Johnson is principal agent
of the Jimmy Johnson Team at
Compass, an innovative, full-service residential brokerage based in
New York. He helps clients buy, sell,
and rent properties in Manhattan
and Brooklyn.

’00
Josh Tom moved to Jackson,
MS, where he is a staff attorney
with the American Civil Liberties
Union.

’01
Clay Harris married Karen
Moravek last September. They
met in Minneapolis when Clay
was attending law school at the
University of St. Thomas. We
inquired about the wedding, and
Clay reported no special dance
moves other than the Cupid
Shuffle and the Whip It Nay
Nay, performed by groomsmen
Patrick Carr and William
Pegg. Other attendees included
classmates Daniel McDonell,
Chris Lam, Logan Abrahams,
Robbie Caldwell, and Brian
Katz.
Jim Hopkins recently received
his MBA from Duke University’s
Fuqua School of Business. He and
his wife, Mary, welcomed a daughter, Sarah Margaret, in December.
Austin Hulbert graduated from
Harvard Business School with
an MBA.
Phil Janowicz announced his
bid for Congress in California’s
39th District (philforhouse.com).
Janowicz is President and CEO of
Quill & Abacus, an education consulting firm focused on narrowing

56

l MUS TODAY SUMMER 2017

SUMMER 2017

the opportunity gap for first-generation and low-income students.

’02

Dalton Rushing was appointed
senior pastor of Decatur First
United Methodist Church in
Georgia. He also serves as senior
pastor of a new cooperative
parish between Decatur First and
North Decatur United Methodist
Church.

’02
Gene Douglass is an account
executive with Kemmons Wilson
Insurance Group.
Robert Rowan received a
micro-grant from Indie Memphis
to create a short documentary on
a Bus Rider Union member and
what it’s like to ride on the MATA
system. He is also involved with
John Minervini ’03 and Roy
Barnes ’80 in efforts through
Friends of the Fairgrounds and
the Coliseum Coalition to try
and transform the Memphis
Fairgrounds into a 21st century
space.
Matt Simonton, an assistant
professor of history at Arizona
State University, has published
a new book, Classical Greek
Oligarchy, through Princeton
University Press. In his book he
challenges scholarly orthodoxy by
showing that oligarchy was not the
default mode of politics from time
immemorial, but instead emerged
alongside, and in reaction to, democracy. Lower School Principal
Clay Smythe ’85 recalls: 		
“Matt was a great student back
in the day.”

Trevor Weichmann recently submitted this photo from the Middle East:
“This is me with Calvin Scott in the Bahrain souq (bazaar), getting our
custom shirts and suits."

’03
Trey Adams is an associate
attorney for Cordell & Cordell
in Franklin. In December he
married Sara Weddington at the
Riverwood Mansion in Nashville.
Chase Carlisle is vice president
of commercial real estate firm
Avison Young’s Memphis office.
His previous project with brother
Chance ’01, the Chisca on Main,
was honored in the Renovations/
Conversions (large) category in
the 2016 CBRE Building Memphis
Awards.

Jeff Grimm has earned the certified financial planner designation.
He is a financial advisor with
Shoemaker Financial in Memphis.
Shahzad Khan is a vice president with Moelis & Company, an
investment banking firm in Los
Angeles.

’

’04

From Kyle Slatery: Spencer
Dailey is holding it down in
Austin, TX, these days. A fervent
proponent of the written word,
Spencer reports that in the midst

CLASS NEWS

of his writing endeavors, he has
“stopped putting two spaces
between sentences, a rare case of
going against the OEH. I’ve been
working since 2014 as an editor
for TechMeme, a San Franciscobased startup, which makes the
OEH even more relevant! It’s all
about the verbiage ...” Spencer said
I should look him up if I am ever in
Austin, so by the transitive property, it’s safe to say anyone from the
Class of 2004 is welcome to do the
same when in the area.
Elliot Embry was named 2016
Land Sales Broker of the Year by
the Memphis Area Association of
Realtors Commercial Council at
the annual Pinnacle Awards. He
also received his SIOR (Society
of Industrial and Office Realtors)
designation. It is the leading professional office and industrial real
estate association.
Jason Goldstein has been
named ocean product manager at
Expeditors International where he
works in global logistics. Jason is
here in Memphis working away.
Sunny Majumdar recently
moved to Nashville to start his
residency program after graduating from medical school at the
University of Tennessee Health
Sciences Center. All is good with
Sunny, nothing too crazy.
Cash McCracken moved from
Jakarta, Indonesia, to Singapore
where he is working at the U.S.
Mission to the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN).
He is the economic chief at the U.S.
Embassy.
Joseph Robinson is currently working in Jackson, TN, at
Robinson Toyota where he is
training to become general
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manager. He is simultaneously
studying at automotive school
in Washington, DC, and plans to
graduate in November 2017. Since
moving back to Memphis, Joseph
has become involved with Make-AWish Foundation of the Mid-South
and Breast Cancer Awareness of
Jackson.
Brad Spicer is an attorney
with Gatti, Keltner, Bienvenu &
Montesi.
Scott Tashie and Rebekah Hill
married last year in June and
together they are crushing it with
their restaurant ventures. The
Tashies opened City Silo
(thecitysilo.com) this fall at
Sanderlin Center in Memphis.
The restaurant has had a great
start! It delivers healthy soul food,
smoothies, vegetarian, and vegan
options to its customers while
serving brunch on the weekends.
Check them out next time you’re in
town, and drop them a review on
Yelp when you get a chance.
Continuing with the recent relocations, Edward Taylor emigrated
from the Big Apple to Charlotte,
NC. His wife, Mary, and their
newborn, Mae, are settling nicely.
Edward is a principal at Banbury
Partners.

Bo hasmaintained his position
as an equity research analyst at
Resolution Capital.

Matt Sights for their first Mania
experiences. Also in this group but
not pictured above was Warner
Russell, who was attending his
third WrestleMania.
J.D. Lawhorn, assistant director
for surgical and specialty services for Hospital Corporation of
America, was one of nine team
members representing HCA in
London this year. His trip involved
visiting hospitals in the UK and
forming a plan for implementing
improved supply chain processes.
Bo Ladyman and his wife,
Bridget, recently returned to the
U.S. after spending three and a
half years in Sydney, Australia.
While they loved their time
abroad, they are excited to start
a new chapter in New York City.

Chris Levy shared this update on
his new venture with Oak Hall in
Nashville, TN: “As a sixth-generation retailer I am proud to say that
our expansion to Nashville has
been an incredibly rewarding experience. Bringing the same great
clothing and customer service that
has kept our Memphis location
a staple of the city since 1859 to
a new market will help Oak Hall
continue to set fashion trends in
Tennessee for years to come.”
Randall Noel got married in
December and is working as a vice
president for JP Morgan Private
Bank in Dallas.

’06
Bobby Hudson has been caddying for his former University of
Texas teammate Cody Gribble on
the PGA Tour.

’06

’05
Ryan Freebing launched a new
lifestyle publication, Nashville Fit
Magazine, designed to connect
and inspire the Nashville fitness
community (nashvillefitmagazine.
com).
Joey Friend attended his fourth
WrestleMania this past April in
Orlando, FL, bringing along
Jon Michael Taylor and

Hugh Francis, center, joined the Baker Donelson law firm’s health care
litigation group. He visited campus in the spring with colleagues
McCauley Williams ’07, left, and Preston Battle ’07, right, to talk to
students about the law profession in honor of Law Day.
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Paul Morrow was promoted to manager at Dixon Hughes Goodman.
Barrett Steinberg is a scientist in
Cambridge, MA, working on genomic and
protein engineering.

’07
DeWitt Malone
Shy ’69
April 28, 2017

J. Neil Utkov ’77
July 15, 2017

Paul Kennedy has a new job as operations manager for ContainerPort Group
in Chicago.
Neely Mallory is principal broker and
regional manager for IP Commercial
Properties, responsible for overseeing real
estate activities for International Paper in
the Eastern U.S.
Mac McCormack is internet sales
manager and finance manager at Homer
Skelton Ford in Olive Branch, MS.

William Thomas
Maxwell ’72
January 5, 2017

Peter Thomas
Banta ’76
May 4, 2017

Julian Bondurant
“Bond” Phillips, Jr. ’95
April 14, 2017

William Payne is an associate in the
law firm of Burch, Porter & Johnson.

Hunter Brice
Edens ’08
February 3, 2017
Assistant Public Defender Erim
Sarinoglu, above, was on campus
this spring to help the Mock Trial team
practice for Shelby County competition.
Other alumni volunteers who helped
this year were Preston Battle, Jim
Robinson ’68, and Chris Craft ’69.
Buck Towner continues to coach
lacrosse (2017 state champions) and
football for the Owls and was promoted
to assistant director of admissions.
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McCauley Williams is beginning his
fourth year at the Memphis office of
Baker Donelson where he specializes in
mergers and acquisitions, securities, and
capital markets. He is engaged to Lillian
Ann Mayfield of Mountain Brook, AL;
they will be married in Birmingham
this October.

Derek Fox, left, and Neely Mallory,
right, traveled to Reykjavik, Iceland, in
July to celebrate the wedding of classmate
Scott Guinn, center, to Oliver
Luckett ’92.

Some of Coach Jerry Peters’ former
players (from the 2007 state championship team) visited him at home in
February. Son Jason Peters ’88 reports:
“We ate lunch, watched some old game
films, and had some great conversation.”
From left, Louis Amagliani, Coach
Matt Bakke, Elliot Cole, Taylor Reed
’09, Ross Montague ’08, and Coach
Mark Counce ’77

’08
Andrew Amos is a senior credit analyst
in the energy finance group at Comerica.
Ben Arnold passed the Tennessee
Bar Exam last October and was named
an associate attorney with McNabb,
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Bragorgos, Burgess & Sorin. He is
excited for the opportunity and
thanks MUS for the educational
background he needed to achieve
his goal of practicing law.
Michael Cross started his residency in internal medicine at the
University of Arkansas in July.
Sam Goldstein, co-founder and
CEO of Handstand, has created
Kartwheel, a brand new experience designed to get people
outside, active, and interacting
with one another. He and his team
debuted their concept in May for
300 participants. Players ran short,
one-mile races with their phone
in hand, picked up items, and
fired them at competitors. If hit,
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the participant had to complete
a challenge such as answering a
ridiculous prompt, tapping their
phone 100 times, spinning in
circles, or whatever other crazy
things were dreamed up.
Grant Heflin works as a financial
advisor for Raymond James in
Memphis.
Vance Montgomery passed the
Tennessee Bar Exam.

’09
Junior Achievement of Memphis
and the Mid-South named Will
Anthony to its inaugural Young
Professionals Board.

Mathew Jehl is enrolled in
law school at the University of
Memphis and working as a legal
assistant at Jehl Law Group.
For the past year, former Atlanta
magazine food editor Evan Mah
has been the managing editor for
JamesSuckling.com: “I oversee
all editorial content for JS.com,
including tasting reports, videos,
and event coverage, [and] manage
social media, newsletters, and tastings in the U.S. with an emphasis
on Napa Valley and Oregon. Four
times a year, I travel to Havana,
Cuba, to cover the latest restaurants and bars for our sister-publication, HavanaInsider.com.”

Taylor Reed graduated from
dental school.
John Riggins is now in Shanghai,
China, and is the head of Asia
Pacific with BTC Media. He has
been featured in bitcoinmagazine.
com.
John Rutledge is an audit associate in the Nashville office of KPMG.

’10
Alumni Norfleet Abston, Harry
Hill, Austin Magruder, and
George Utkov launched a new
iPhone app called “intown” to help
connect friends in the real world.
Intown syncs with your Facebook

’07

Wright Takes the Mike
For 20 years, WMC 790 AM has broadcast Owls
football on Friday nights in the fall, and the majority
of those games featured play-by-play by announcer
Mike Lawhead and color commentary by MUS Upper
School Principal Barry Ray and Bobby Wade ’84.
Change comes this fall as Lawhead takes off his
headset and turns the job over to Jeffrey Wright ’07,
executive producer of the Geoff Calkins Show and
lead fill-in host at 92.9 FM ESPN. Wright is no stranger
to the MUS football program as he played for the Owls
for six years and was a member of the 2004 and 2005
state championship teams.
“I love MUS, and I love football,” Wright said. “I’m incredibly fortunate and grateful for this opportunity to
be able to combine both of those passions while also
doing a job that I love.”
Wade is looking forward to seeing him in the booth.
“Jeffrey played eighth grade football for me many
years ago. We said then that one day Jeffrey would
be in sports broadcasting. Well, welcome to the Owl
Broadcasting Network!”
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He attributes his passion for the
Spanish language to his accelerated Spanish classes at MUS with
Senora [Beba] Heros.
Ryan Saharovich graduated
from Emory Law School with
honors and accepted a position
to work with Burch, Porter &
Johnson in Memphis.

’11
Jake Deason is an accountant at
Bryce Corporation in Memphis.
J.P. DeVincenzo has returned
to graduate school for an MBA in
health care administration.
Michael Glenn is a financial analyst at Merrill Lynch in Nashville.
Taylor Jordan graduated from
the U.S. Air Force Academy in 2015
and completed his fighter pilot
training at Sheppard Air Force
Base in June. He’s hoping he will
be assigned to an F-16 or C-17.
He married his USAFA classmate,
Brenna Crow.
Jianyin Roachell and Wilson
Waller ’10 are part of a team
responsible for Ajax Intel, a startup that aims to combine human
expertise with artificial intelligence to produce successful stock
portfolio management.

Allan Palmer began a master’s
degree last fall at the University
of Madrid in “Advanced Studies
in Museums and Art Historical
Heritage.” He has lived in Spain
since graduating from Sewanee
in 2014, teaching English and
conducting tours at the Prado.
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’11
USA Today photo

account to show you who’s in your
city. Users can then scroll to any
city in which they have friends
to see who’s there, too. Intown
displays friends only, so users
won’t see people they don’t know.
There’s also a messaging platform
and an event creation tool called
Shindigs. These Owls hope their
app helps “bring people back to
earth” by getting friends off social
media and into the real world.
“Our alumni network is built on
the foundation of friendship, and
those friendships thrive on shared
experiences,” says Hill. “As the
MUS network becomes more and
more global, we look to Facebook
to keep in touch. Y’all spread the
word, so that MUS Owls can stay
genuinely connected, wherever
they are. Intown hopes to make
that process a little easier.” Visit
www.intownapp.co to see the
launch video and/or download
the app on your iPhone.

SUMMER 2017

Ben Roberts was initiated in the
Freemasons, Shades Valley Lodge
#829. He is engaged to Shelby
Janeski.
Joel Saslawsky began his
third year at Southern College
of Optometry and is now seeing
patients.
Ben Zambetti is graduating
from medical school and will begin his residency in the fall of 2017.

Scooter Taylor was featured in a HuffPost article listing 25 technology
innovators in Atlanta. He co-founded a company, Looklive, that recently
completed Y-Combinator accelerator program in Silicon Valley.

’12

Crews Wellford is a mortgage
consultant with Paragon Bank in
Memphis.

Toby Baker signed with the Los
Angeles Chargers as their punter,
making him the fourth Owl to play
in the NFL after Tom Hutton
’91, John Stokes ’07, and Tyler
Horn ’07.

’13

Spencer Gruber lives in
Portland, OR, where he is an
account executive in the private
client group of Fisher Investments.
Wil Hergenrader graduated
with highest honors from the
Georgia Institute of Technology,
earning a degree in industrial engineering and minors in finance and
computational data analysis. After
traveling in Asia for two months,
he joined Alvarez & Marsal in
Atlanta as a consulting analyst.

Selby Austin, Wil Rainer,
and Hayden Hunt ’15 are
among 10 players on the 2017
Southern Athletic Association
(SAA) Championship Sewanee
Men’s Lacrosse team who earned
all-conference honors.
Daniel Camuti, a member of the
Navy men’s soccer team, made the
2016 Patriot League Academic
Honor Roll.
Pace Clark had a fantastic
200-fly prelim at the 2016 Short
Course World Championships in
Windsor, Ontario, clocking 1:51.68
to become the second fastest
performer in U.S. history.
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Oklahoma State’s Zachary Olsen
was a semifinalist for the 2017
Division I Jack Nicklaus National
Player of the Year Award.

that I gained from this six-month
venture not only shaped me as a
better student but also made me a
better man.”

Austin Riggins participated in
the National Student Exchange
program for the spring term at the
University of New Mexico to study
finance and finish an environmental geology degree: “I was taught
by world-renowned professors in
the Earth and Planetary Sciences
Department, traveled to exceptional geologic formations, and
immersed myself in the southwestern culture. If you have an
opportunity to travel outside of
your comfort zone, my advice is
do it! The culture, the experiences,
the friendships, and the knowledge

Tennessee third baseman Jordan
Rodgers was taken by the Atlanta
Braves in the sixth round of the
MLB First-Year Player Draft in
June. Rodgers burst onto the SEC
scene as a junior when he led the
NCAA in RBIs through the start of
SEC play, finishing tied for fourth
in the conference with 56 runs
driven in. On April 1, 2016, he
became the third Tennessee player
in school history to hit for the cycle
in a 14-5 win over Kentucky.

American Conference title win,
was lauded in SMU’s The Daily
Campus for his determination and
persistence as a senior guard on
the SMU men’s basketball team.
Later in the spring, the SMU website posted a story on Wilfong and
the Coaching for Literacy program
he founded with Owls classmate
Andrew Renshaw when they
were seniors at MUS, thanks to a
challenge from teacher Spencer
Reese ’94.

juniors inducted. The inductees
were accepted into Phi Beta
Kappa based on their exceptional
academic achievements.
Andrew Counce, below, was
elected 2017-18 Associated
Student Government President at
the University of Arkansas.

Jonathan Wilfong, pictured at
right, cutting the net after SMU's

’13
’14

They called it Rennsanity at
Rhodes: Renn Eason claimed the
first individual national track and
field title for a Rhodes College athlete by winning the high jump at
the 2017 NCAA Division III Indoor
Championships.
Chris Galvin, left, and his
Williams College teammates
played in the Sweet Sixteen round
of the NCAA D-III Tournament.
Photo courtesy of Williams

Assistant Baseball Coach Kyle
Finney, below, left, and former Owl baseball and football
standout Blake Bennett were
on hand to teach campers about
baseball during summer camp at
MUS. Bennett is a pitcher for the
University of Memphis.

Lucas Crenshaw is a junior at
Ole Miss majoring in banking and
finance with a minor in marketing.

From MUS to Vanderbilt: Gotta rep the U! Top, Andrew Renshaw,
William Hoehn, Derrick Baber in 2013; at bottom, Hoehn, Baber,
and Renshaw in 2017.

Hayden Combs was inducted
into the Phi Beta Kappa chapter
at Washington and Lee University
in March. He was one of only 24
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’14

Ahmed Latif “is doing major
things in the music community as
a member of the Georgetown Pep
Band and as a drummer in his own
band. He was integral in drafting
our campaign platform for improving the arts on campus.”

University in Santa Clarita,
CA. The Master's is a National
Association of Intercollegiate
Athletics (NAIA) member school
that made it to the NAIA World
Series the past two years.

Spencer Richey attained the No.
12 spot in national doubles tennis
ranking this season along with
University of Alabama partner
Mazen Osama.

Rashaan Jiles, center, received the Dr. Fannie Hewlett Award at
Belmont University. The award celebrates racial and ethnic diversity
by recognizing student courage, leadership, and contribution to a
culture of inclusion at Belmont.

Rhodes College junior Zain Virk
was one of 199 finalists (out of
almost 800 applicants) for the
2017 Truman Scholarship, an
award that supports the graduate education and professional
development of outstanding
young people committed to public
service leadership.

’15
During his Belmont summer
study-abroad program in China,
Eason Taylor had an unexpected Owl encounter - he is
pictured here with Kerry Zhao
’22, younger brother of Yunhua
Zhao. Taylor was studying
Chinese history and culture as
part of a Belmont psychology
department program.

With dominating play out of the
midfield that helped Southern
Methodist University repeat
as Lone Star Alliance lacrosse
champions, sophomore Tom
Garrott earned MCLA Division
Commanding Performance of the
Week in April.
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Class of 2015 alumni on break
from college drop by for a
visit. From left, Baker Ball,
Andrew Elsakr, Dylan Riggs
’17, and Brad Jarratt

’15

Old friends face off in college
competition: Lynchburg capitalized on the home field advantage
during a battle with Sewanee in
March. from left, Hayden Hunt,
Trammel Robinson ’16, and
Patrick DiMento ’14

Kamar Mack was recently elected Student Association president
at Georgetown. (See thehoya.com/
tag/kamar-mack/.) Mack also says
that Georgetown classmate
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Birmingham-Southern College
sophomore outfielder Preston
White was drafted by the Los
Angeles Dodgers in the 38th
round. He decided to go back
to school for another year and
has transferred to The Master's

William Merriman attends the University of the South; he currently holds
a 4.2 GPA and is ranked third in his class. He was awarded the Wilkins’
Scholarship, a four-year award for academic merit and leadership, and
he was inducted into the Carey Fellows Business Program. He is a member of Campus Crusade Leadership Team, Dean’s List, and Order of the
Gownsmen. He is also vice president of the Sewanee Business Society
and fiction editor for the Mountain Goat literary journal, all while earning
the top goalkeeper position for the Sewanee Tigers soccer team.
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’16

MARRIAGES

Bilal Siddiq is attending Rhodes College as a pre-med
student.
C.J. Turner looked strong
on the Naval Academy
Preparatory School team in a
competition against Navy and
Maryland Eastern Shore in the
Navy Open, winning first place
in the 1000m run with a time
of 2:30.55. Photo courtesy of
Captain Brian O’Donnell
Mac McArtor, Ben Daniel, and Reece O’Keefe of the
Class of 2016 stop by campus for a visit.

Michael Flynn ’00 to Jessica
Simmons on June 3, 2017
Clay Harris ’01 to Karen
Moravek on September 24, 2016
Trey Adams ’03 to Sara
Weddington on December 10,
2016
Scott Williams ’03 to Brooke
Eakin on April 22, 2017
Josh Hall ’05 to Brokke
Simpson on September 17, 2016
Randall Noel ’05 to Allison
Garner on December 10, 2016
Rob Park ’05 to Ashley Adams
on May 20, 2017
Walter Klyce ’06 to Katie
Schick on April 29, 2017
Russell Nenon ’06 to Alison
Humphreys on June 3, 2017
Buck Towner ’07 to Katherine
Allen on January 21, 2017

’17

’

Lin Zheng and his parents brought treats to school in
May to thank faculty and staff for their support over the
past three years as Lin battled leukemia and underwent
two bone marrow transplants. His courageous fight inspired his fellow students, who organized 5K events in 2015
and 2016 to support him and benefit St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital, where he has received treatment. Lin
graduated with the Class of 2017 and is headed to Rhodes
College this fall.

Simon Wigfield ’07 to Caralina
Wonnacott on May 28, 2017
Michael Cross ’08 to Annie
McFadden on May 27, 2017
Grant Heflin ’08 to Kate
Kirkpatrick on June 17, 2017
Stuart McClure ’08 to Natalie
Baskin on June 10, 2017
William Pickering ’11 to Taylor
Sockwell on April 8, 2017
BIRTHS

Carrie and Trevor Benitone
’91, a daughter, Elizabeth
Murray, born December 25, 2016
Candace and Jim Echols ’94, a
daughter, Daisy Josephine, born
April 21, 2017
Haley and Brian Edmonds ’94,
a son, Parker Judson, born
July 6, 2017

Bonnie and Steven Juang ’96,
a son, Zachary Ming-Ray, born
May 15, 2016
Rebekah and Rusty Shappley
’96, a son, Nathaniel Quinn,
born June 16, 2017
Libby and Andy King ’97, a
daughter, Millie Marshall, born
April 2, 2017

MILESTONES

Rhodes College basketball team member Owen Galvin
experienced this year’s NCAA Division III tournament
when Rhodes battled Whitman College.

Oliver Luckett ’92 to Scott
Guinn ’07 on June 17, 2017

Caroline and Mason Cousins
’99, a son, George, born
June 28, 2017
Holly and Conley Patton ’99, a
son, Grayson Foster, born
July 7, 2016
Renee and Phillip Cook ’00, a
daughter, Lydia Evelyn, born in
July 2017
Liz and Lewie Smith ’00, a son,
Lewis Frazer, Jr., born December
22, 2016
Mary and Jim Hopkins ’01, a
daughter, Sarah Margaret, born
December 29, 2016
Mary and Jay Tayloe ’01, a
daughter, Isabel Faith, born
May 10, 2017
Elizabeth and John Adrian ’02,
a daughter, Elizabeth Louise
“Betsy,” born June 7, 2017
Anne and Craig Sneed ’03,
a son, George Craig, born
April 22, 2017
Sarah and Philip Reed ’04, a
daughter, Bailey Katherine,
born December 22
Jaime and Charles Askew ’05,
a daughter, Ellery Anne, born
June 23, 2017
Kassitee and Phillip
DeBardeleben ’06, a son,
Wrather Gordon “Skip,” born
June 21, 2017
Anna and Dex Witte ’06, a son,
Dexter Hathaway, born April 24,
2017
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Another Great Season for the ABL
The Alumni Basketball League wrapped up a fantastic season in August, with two new champions crowned: the TAMS of the B
League and McLeod Can’t Swim of the C League. MUS Today attempted to contact the Commissioner for comments on the league
and this year’s play. His representatives reported that he was vacationing on his private island and unavailable for lengthy comment,
although he did send us this brief message:
“The old just keep getting older.”
Season recaps follow below.

B League Winners: The TAMs
From left, Clint Dowdle (ECS), Taylor Reed ’09, Tread Thompson ’01, Paul
Gillespie ’01, Derek Clenin ’03, Ross Montague ’08, Daniel Szymanek
(CBHS), and Michael McLaren ’01 holding daughter, Eleanor.

C League Winners: McLeod Can’t Swim
From left, Ben Benton ’12, Edward Francis ’12, Sam Lucchesi (CBHS),
Austin Bennett (CBHS), Heath Wilder ’12, James Duke ’12; not pictured,
Lee Marshall ’12, Joe Morrison ’12
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“It was a great season for the TAMS. We were most excited that
we only lost two players to injury during the season, and one
was even able to make a comeback for the playoffs. The season
began by grabbing a victory from the jaws of defeat as we
rallied from a five-point deficit with 30 seconds left to force an
overtime and win the game. This game gave us the confidence
we needed to start what was likely one of the most impressive
runs in alumni league history. The key to our success was taking
a forfeit midway through the grueling four-week season to
rest our legs. The entire team agreed that’s what we had been
missing all these years. The team was also aided by the addition
of two of our younger schoolmates, Taylor Reed ’09 and Ross
Montague ’08. We still aren’t sure why they agreed to play with
us, but they certainly were a big part of our success. This will
likely be the last year for the TAMS as longtime player, Michael
McLaren ’01, will probably be hanging up his sneakers after
one too many injuries. Another longtime player, Tread
Thompson ’01, hit one of the few threes in his career to end the
championship game and thought it would be nice to go out on
such a high note. We thank the Commissioner for 17 great seasons, and we are looking forward to having the league renamed
the MUS Summer League presented by the TAMS.”
					
- Paul Gillespie ’01
“After coming into the ABL as an expansion team just four
years ago, McLeod Can’t Swim brought home the trophy for the
first time in franchise history. After a slow start to the season,
management elected to shuffle the roster by replacing Joe
Morrison ’12 with sharpshooter Austin Bennett off the waiver
wire. Lee Marshall ’12 was lost for the season at the All-Star
Break due to an unexpected contractual issue, so Morrison
was forced back into action and made the most of his second
chance by playing a pivotal role in the team’s first-round upset
of the No. 1 seed. The highlight of the season came in our final
game as we avenged two regular season losses to the younger,
more spry Desperado team in the championship. Certainly this
will be the start of a dynasty that will one day rival the likes of
legendary ABL franchises such as the TAMS, Green Machine,
and Daniel Larusso’s Offspring.”
					
- Edward Francis ’12

CLASS NEWS

Class Reps
’58
‘59
‘60
‘60
‘61
‘62
‘63
‘64
‘65
‘65
‘66
‘67
‘68
‘68
‘69
‘70
‘70
‘71
‘71
‘72
‘72
‘73
‘73
‘74
‘74
‘75
‘76
‘77
‘78
‘79
‘79
‘80
‘80
‘81
‘81
‘83
‘83
‘83
‘84
‘85
‘85
‘86
‘86
‘86
‘87
‘87
‘88
‘88
‘89
‘90
’90
‘90
‘91
‘91
‘92
‘92
‘93
‘93
‘94
‘94
‘95
‘95
‘95
‘96
‘96

SUMMER 2017

Send news to your class representative listed below
or to Ann Laughlin at ann.laughlin@musowls.org.

Claude Crawford............................................ grill17@yahoo.com
John Lawo..............................................johnlawo@bellsouth.net
Metcalf Crump.................................metcrump@crumpfirm.com
Alex Wellford..................................... awellford@farris-law.com
Scott May.....................................................sfmay@bellsouth.net
Jerry Bradfield..............................................jbradfi293@aol.com
Doug Ferris............................................dferris@ffcfuelcells.com
Bill Quinlen........................................................wlq1975@aol.com
Bob Heller............................................... hrheller3@comcast.net
Rick Miller......................................................rmiller634@aol.com
Chuck Smith...............................................duckhead50@aol.com
John Pettey............................ john.pettey@raymondjames.com
Bill Ferguson.....................................................................................
Terry Wilson......................................theactor@cypressusa.com
Scott Wellford.......................................... spwellford@gmail.com
Kelly McGuire............................................ c.kingu70@gmail.com
Jimmy Ogle.................................jogle@memphisriverfront.com
Barlow Mann.............................. barlow.mann@sharpenet.com
Phil Wiygul............................................philwiygul@earthlink.net
Denby Brandon........... denbybrandon@brandonplanning.com
Joel Hobson................................ jhobson@hobsonrealtors.com
Cecil Humphreys............................ cecil@cecilhumphreys.com
Wise Jones........................................Wise.Jones@regions.com
Mark Ruleman............................. mark.ruleman@unitedcp.com
Walker Sims..........................................wsims@walkersims.com
Lee Marshall...................................... lee57marshall@gmail.com
Gib Wilson.................................... gwilson@lehmanroberts.com
Bruce Moore......................................jmoore1977@comcast.net
George Sousoulas.......................................gsous@comcast.net
Arthur Fulmer..........................................afulmer@fulmerco.com
Greg Meyer......................................gregmeyer1122@gmail.com
Mel Payne..............................................mel_payne@yahoo.com
George Skouteris.................................... skouterislaw@aol.com
Kelly Truitt....................................................kelly.truitt@cbre.com
Boyd Wade ..................................................... bwade@fcgtn.com
Craig Christenbury ...................... craig@chillconstruction.com
Jimmy Harwood................................. jim.harwood@fabsrv.com
Trey Jordan................................................. tjordan@jordanco.cc
Bob McEwan..................robert.mcewan@raymondjames.com
Ted Simpson............................................ted.simpson@pnfp.com
Owen Tabor .........................................................otabor@aol.com
Brad Conder.......................... brad@unitedcapitalrecovery.com
Andy McArtor................................................ andy@mcartor.com
Ted Miller........................................................ ted.miller@me.com
Jonny Ballinger.............................jonnyballinger@hotmail.com
Bo Brooksbank...............................boandalanna@bellsouth.net
Max Painter..................................................max.painter@att.net
Fred Schaeffer.... fschaeffer@strategicfinancialpartners.com
Scott Sherman........................scott.sherman@ftnfinancial.com
Brian Eason............................................................. be@qifab.com
Hootan Hidaji..............................................hootanh@yahoo.com
Philip Wunderlich.......................pwunderlich@wundernet.com
Trevor Benitone.................................benitonec130@yahoo.com
Darrell Cobbins................................ darrell.cobbins@gmail.com
Chuck Hamlett.........................................hamlett901@gmail.com
Brandon Westbrook...............brandon.westbrook@gmail.com
Thomas Quinlen...........................................tquinlen@gmail.com
Gil Uhlhorn..........................................guhlhorn@bassberry.com
Ben Clanton......................................... bclanton@duncanw.com
Kirby May................................................ kirbymay@hotmail.com
David Bradford.......................................dbradford@ssr-inc.com
Gideon Scoggin................................ gscoggin@finfedmem.com
Will Thompson..................... wthompson@nfcinvestments.com
Nelson Cannon...................nelson@cannonaustincannon.com
Robert Dow.................................................mail@robertdow.com
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Rusty Shappley........................................wshappley@gmail.com
Justin Grinder...................................jgrinder@grindertaber.com
Trey Jones................................................ trey.jones@ldcom.com
Michael Thompson.............................mthompsonjr@gmail.com
Erick Clifford..............................................eclifford@leadcp.com
Don Drinkard........................ Don.Drinkard@cbrememphis.com
Justin Lohman......................................... lohmanjw@yahoo.com
Richard Burt...........................................richardtburt@gmail.com
Chip Campbell..................................chip.campbell3@gmail.com
Norfleet Thompson............................................ fltbuck@aol.com
Chris Hamilton............................... hamilton@generaltruck.com
Michael Liverance.....................liverance.michael@gmail.com
Ryan Miller..................................... phillipryanmiller@gmail.com
Paul Gillespie....................................paul.t.gillespie@gmail.com
Daniel McDonell..................................... dmcdonell@gmail.com
Battle Williford.................................. battlewilliford@gmail.com
Scott Adams.............................. scott.adams@ftnfinancial.com
John Adrian................................................. jcadrian@gmail.com
Frank Langston.......................................... flangston@gmail.com
Joe Pegram...........................................jpegram@randallcg.com
Jamie Drinan.......................................james.drinan@gmail.com
Edward Nenon...............................................enenon@gmail.com
Henry Talbot ...................................... henry.b.talbot@gmail.com
Kyle Slatery ................................................ kslat18@hotmail.com
Brad Spicer..................................... bradford.spicer@gmail.com
Kane Alber............................................... kane.alber@gmail.com
Warner Russell...................................wgrussel1028@gmail.com
Sam Sawyer................................samhuttonsawyer@gmail.com
Hunter Adams...........................................hadams87@gmail.com
Chad Hazlehurst.........................................chazlehu@gmail.com
Reid Wesson..........................................rwesson@reliantllc.com
Neely Mallory...................................wneelymallory@gmail.com
Buck Towner.................................... buck.towner@musowls.org
Michael Cross.......................................... mscrossjr@gmail.com
Connell Hall.................................................wcchall1@gmail.com
Rhobb Hunter............................................srhunter5@yahoo.com
Jim Moore............................................ jimmoore910@gmail.com
Stephond Allmond.....................allmond.stephond@gmail.com
Hank Hill...................................................... hank4hill@gmail.com
Jake Rudolph........................................... jcrudolph4@gmail.com
Blake Hennessy.......................... blakehennessy11@gmail.com
Chase Schoelkopf......................................cschoelk@gmail.com
Scooter Taylor ............................................ ritaylor6@gmail.com
Edward Francis...................................... jefrancis56@gmail.com
Anthony Hodges........................................ewokking@gmail.com
Lee Marshall.....................................leermarshall41@gmail.com
Derrick Baber............................................jbaber1@comcast.net
Matt Bolton.......................................wmbolton@go.olemiss.edu
Jarrett Jackson.............................................jmj7851@gmail.com
James Rantzow................................jtrantzow@crimson.ua.edu
Hayden Combs............................... haydenpcombs@gmail.com
Cal Edge...................................................caledge901@gmail.com
Chris Galvin.......................................... chris.f.galvin@gmail.com
Anthony Walton ......................................awalton5@vols.utk.edu
Tom Garrott.......................................................tgarrott@smu.edu
Kamar Mack ........................................ krm94@georgetown.edu
Joseph Preston.................................................. jpres1@ucla.edu
Connor Wright...........................connor.m.wright97@gmail.com
Nathan Dinh.......................................nathan.dinh47@gmail.com
Tim Hart....................................................... 35skates@gmail.com
Mac McArtor........................................... macmca@live.unc.edu
Trammel Robinson.................. trammelrobinson16@gmail.com
Josh Gray........................................... 98josh.gray17@gmail.com
Marcus Gronauer.....................................dukeboy8@gmail.com
Alex Hyde...............................................hyde.alex11@gmail.com
Evan Smith........................................... evansmith11@gmail.com
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Includes gifts received 1-9-17 – 8-9-17

GIFTS IN MEMORY
AND HONOR

Your gifts in memory of loved ones or in honor of special friends directly enable young men at MUS to receive the best
education available. Memorials to Memphis University School support the Annual Fund program. Families of those
whose memories are honored will be notified by an appropriate card with an acknowledgment to the donor. We gratefully
acknowledge the following gifts to the school:

In Memory Of
ELIZABETH MARTIN BARKER
Mr. and Mrs. Martin B. Daniel ’75
ROBERT BOELTE, JR.
Mr. and Mrs. J. Sherman Willmott ’84
FRANCES I. BURKE
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick A.
DeBardeleben IV

ROBERT M. METCALF III ’59
Mr. and Mrs. W. Frederick Bailey ’59

NELSON F. FREEBURG, JR. ’69
Mr. Thomas W. Wells ’69

CARTER LEE MURRAY ’94
Mrs. Sarah M. Brody and
Mr. Bradley H. Cohen ’94

DOROTHY TONER GARNER
Mr. and Mrs. S. Clay Smythe ’85
DONALD F. GARVEY
Mrs. Linda Garvey Meisler

JOSEPH ORGILL O’BRIEN
Mr. Perry D. Dement
JERROLD W. OMUNDSON
Mr. James N. Toy ’97

ALICE PARKER CANALE
Mrs. Claire K. Farmer
Mrs. Nancy Welsh Smith

LYDIA W. GILBERT
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick A.
DeBardeleben IV

LOUISE S. CANNON
Mr. Perry D. Dement

WESLEY G. GRACE, SR.
Mr. J. Wesley Grace ’86

SCOTT D. PATTERSON ’81
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin A. Russell ’81

JAMES T. CARNEY ’96
Mr. and Mrs. H. Nelson Cannon, Jr. ’96

WALKER HALL ’35
Mrs. Grace Upshaw

BLAKE N. CAUMMISAR ’11
Dr. Anne M. Jordan
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Summers ’05

THOMAS VINCENT HARKINS
Mr. Perry D. Dement

J. BONDURANT PHILLIPS, JR. ’95
Dr. and Mrs. R. Louis Adams ’70
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew S. Evans ’95

LARRY B. CRESON III ’83
Mr. and Mrs. Larry B. Creson, Jr.
LARRY BARKLEY CRESON 1924
Mr. and Mrs. Larry B. Creson, Jr.
J. LASLEY DAMERON
Dr. and Mrs. George W. Dameron ’71
JOHN DIGIACOMO
Mr. J. Edward Good III ’12
LILLIAN D. DUNAVANT
Dr. and Mrs. R. Louis Adams ’70
Mr. and Mrs. John D. Dunavant ’82
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Fisher ’72
L. EDWIN ELEAZER III ’94
Mr. and Mrs. Albert E. Laughlin III ’94
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GUY THOMAS ERB
Mrs. Nancy Welsh Smith
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WILLIAM R. HATCHETT
Mr. and Mrs. Norman S. Thompson, Jr.
W. THOMAS HUTTON ’61
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart P. Hutton ’00
TINNIE MAE KONES
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood
JOHN H. LAMMONS, JR. ’74
Dr. Lea Gilliland and
Dr. Charles A. Gilliland IV ’95
MARGARET “PEGGY” SMITH LATHAM
Mr. Perry D. Dement
ROSS M. LYNN
Mr. William L. Jamieson
WILLIAM T. MAXWELL, JR. ’72
Mr. Alexander W. Wellford, Jr. ’60

MAX W. PAINTER
Mr. and Mrs. Max W. Painter, Jr. ’88

MICHAEL D. ROSE
Dr. and Mrs. R. Louis Adams ’70
Mr. and Mrs. Michael R. Deaderick
Mr. Perry D. Dement
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood
Mr. and Mrs. Diego P. Winegardner ’87
SUZANNE SATTERFIELD
Mr. Perry D. Dement
Mrs. Claire K. Farmer
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood
ALLEN SAYLOR
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood
GWIN C. SCOTT II
Mr. and Mrs. Michael R. Deaderick
DEWITT M. SHY, JR. ’69
Mr. and Mrs. Ben C. Adams ’74
Dr. and Mrs. R. Louis Adams ’70
Mr. W. Preston Battle III ’71
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Catmur ’70

Includes gifts received 1-9-17 – 8-9-17

GIFTS IN MEMORY
AND HONOR

Mr. and Mrs. James D. Russell
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander W.
Wellford, Jr. ’60
HARRY G. SOLDAN, SR.
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Pretsch
C. LOMAX SPRINGFIELD
Mr. Perry D. Dement
JOHN MURRY SPRINGFIELD
Mr. James F. Springfield
FRANK R. STUBBLEFIELD ’74
Mr. and Mrs. L. Allen Jones, Jr. ’74
H. BRENT TURNER ’85
Mr. and Mrs. James H. Barton, Jr. ’85

ALBERT M. ALEXANDER ’17
Mr. and Mrs. Albert M. Alexander, Jr.

WILLIAM B. DUNAVANT III ’78
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Fisher ’72

JAMES A. ALLEN ’22
Mr. and Mrs. Louis F. Allen, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Middlecoff

T. MASON EZZELL IV ’21
Mr. and Mrs. T. Mason Ezzell, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Dewitt Stroud

LOUIS F. ALLEN III ’19
Mr. and Mrs. Louis F. Allen, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Middlecoff

JUDSON T. FAIR ’21
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis N. Koehn

ANDREW TATE BAILEY ’18
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph E. Wallace
MR. AND MRS. RUSSELL E.
BLOODWORTH, JR. ’63
Dr. Jere L. Crook III ’63

A. RANKIN FOWLKES
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Fowlkes
SAMUEL R. FOWLKES ’14
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Fowlkes
THOMAS K. FOWLKES ’16
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Fowlkes

EVAN ULREY
Mr. Perry D. Dement

MARIA M. BURKE
Mr. Perry D. Dement
Miss Kim McAmis

J. NEIL UTKOV ’77
Ms. Becky Geisewite

J. WESLEY BUTLER III ’21
Mr. and Mrs. Sam T. Lewis

CHRISTOPHER A. GOODWIN, JR. ’21
Ms. Heather E. Eubanks

PHILIP A. WALES
Mr. Perry D. Dement

LEWIS A. BUTLER ’23
Mr. and Mrs. Sam T. Lewis

JAMES WELLFORD GOULD ’13
Dr. and Mrs. Richard H. Gould

SUZANNE WARREN
Dr. Donna M. Dabov and
Dr. Gregory D. Dabov

CLASS OF 2017
Mrs. Sally Askew, with love
and gratitude

EDWARD A. GRINDER ’22
Mr. and Mrs. J. Brett Grinder ’91

ALEXANDER W. WELLFORD, SR. ’30
Mr. Jeffrey W. Posson ’03

CLASS OF 2018
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew P. Seamons

CHARLES D. WINTERS
Mrs. Claire K. Farmer

CAMDEN R. CLAYTON ’18
Mrs. Robert Russum

In Honor Of

VIRGINIA D. COCHRAN
Mr. Perry D. Dement
Mr. and Mrs. Larry M. Heathcott
Miss Kim McAmis

ROBERT I. ABBAY V ’20
Mr. and Mrs. James L. Westbrook
VAN M. ABBAY ’23
Mr. and Mrs. James L. Westbrook
JOSEPH W. ABRAHAMS ’96
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick A.
DeBardeleben IV
R. LOUIS ADAMS ’70
Mr. Perry D. Dement
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel N. Graham II ’80

C. TATE CONRAD ’92
Mrs. Sammy Ann Marshall
JACK H. CROSBY ’17
Ms. Ann M. Carlton
WALKER M. CROSBY ’19
Ms. Ann M. Carlton
JOHN G. DABOV ’19
Mr. and Mrs. David W. Dabov
B. FREDERICK DANIELSON JR. ’17
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Ehrlicher

SAM P. GALLOP ’20
Ms. Katherine Burchfield

MICHAEL E. GUNN
Mr. and Mrs. Jeremy G. Alpert ’91
ELLIS L. HAGUEWOOD
Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. James E. Allen ’80
Mr. and Mrs. Jeremy G. Alpert ’91
Mr. Sean A. Alpert ’97
Mr. and Mrs. Byron N. Brown IV ’97
Mr. J. Durham Bryce, Jr. ’12
Mr. Stephen J. Burns ’72
Dr. and Mrs. Richard C. Cape ’81
Mr. and Mrs. Chaseton R. Carlisle ’03
Mr. and Mrs. W. D. Covington, Jr.
Mr. John T. Crews III ’13
Mr. Perry D. Dement
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew S. Evans ’95
Mr. J. Edward Francis ’12
Mr. Garrott S. Graham ’12
Mr. and Mrs. Cecil A. Godman III ’78
Commander and Mrs. William M.
Gotten, Jr. ’90
Mr. and Mrs. George W. Gully, Sr. ’76 and
Mr. Edwin S. Gully ’16
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Includes gifts received 1-9-17 – 8-9-17

GIFTS IN MEMORY
AND HONOR

Mr. and Mrs. Alexander P. Guyton ’05
Mr. and Mrs. Steven J. Hergenrader ’77
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas N. Horton
The Honorable Keith M. Ingram ’73
Mr. and Mrs. R. Tal Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Joe M. Kirsch and
Mr. Philip Kirsch ’98
Ms. Rachel B. Krantz
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Magevney, Sr.
Miss Kimberly F. McAmis
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew A. McArtor, Sr. ’86
Mr. Leland M. McNabb, Jr. ’03
Dr. and Mrs. Andrew Michta
Mr. Leshan Moodley ’14
Dr. and Mrs. B. Mark Morris ’76
Mr. Thomas B. Preston
Mr. James C. Rainer III
Mr. and Mrs. James C. Rainer IV ’77
Mr. and Mrs. P. Carter Rise ’78
Mr. and Mrs. Brian S. Roachell
Mr. Jianyin Roachell ’11
Mr. and Mrs. Richard M. Robinson
Mrs. Kat Gordon and Mr. Thomas H.
Robinson, Jr. ’00
Mr. and Mrs. A. Wellford Tabor ’86
Dr. R. David Thomson ’72
Mr. and Mrs. Robert T. Threlkeld ’78
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene E. Tibbs, Jr. ’86
Mr. David Spector and
Mr. William B. Townsend ’78
Mr. and Mrs. Kelly Truitt ’81
Mr. and Mrs. J. Manning Weir, Jr. ’90
PEGGY G. HAGUEWOOD
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel N. Graham II ’80
MR. AND MRS. ELLIS L. HAGUEWOOD
Mr. and Mrs. Kirk P. Bailey
Mrs. Claire K. Farmer
Mr. and Mrs. William Hurst
Mr. and Mrs. R. Darryl Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. William S. Taylor
DAVIS M. HARANO ’17
Mr. and Mrs. David M. Harano
JOHN E. HARKINS
West Tennessee Historical Society
BEBA C. HEROS
Mr. R. Renn Eason ’14
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WILLIAM B. HICKY ’99
Mr. and Mrs. Bliss Y. Hicky

DUNCAN C. MCLEAN ’20
Mr. and Mrs. William S. Craddock, Jr.

DAVID P. HOLMES ’19
Mr. John R. Blinn
Ms. Caroline Nance

THOMAS W. MERIWETHER IV ’81
Basketball Teammates

HENRY S. HOLMES ’17
Mr. John R. Blinn
Ms. Caroline Nance
KINGSLEY W. HOOKER, JR. ’60
Dr. and Mrs. Phillip L. Patterson, Sr. ’60
MATTHEW W. HORTON ’17
Mrs. Cecelia Westley
JOHN WALKER HUFFMAN ’17
Mrs. Peggy W. Huffman
WILLIAM D. HUFFMAN ’18
Mrs. Peggy W. Huffman
NICHOLAS D. HURLEY ’19
Dr. Mary Margaret Hurley and
Mr. Gregory J. Hurley
BEBE B. JONAKIN
Mr. Perry D. Dement
Miss Kim McAmis

DANIEL J. MESKIN ’20
Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Meskin
JACOB L. MESKIN ’17
Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Meskin
W. WATTS MILLER ’21
Mr. and Mrs. C. Donald Miller
JOHN WALKER MONAGHAN ’22
Mr. and Mrs. John B. Monaghan ’85
RICHARD C. MOORE, JR. ’63
Mr. Perry D. Dement
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel N. Graham II ’80
JAMES M. MORROW, JR. ’18
Mr. John H. Morrow
MUS COACHES
Mr. and Mrs. James P. Flaherty, Jr.
MUS IT DEPARTMENT
Mrs. Claire K. Farmer

L. BAILEY KEEL ’19
Dr. and Mrs. Norris W. McGehee ’81

MUS MATH DEPARTMENT
Mr. Chang Yu ’18

E. CARL KRAUSNICK, JR. ’79
Mr. Perry D. Dement
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel N. Graham II ’80

JONATHAN R. NELSON ’22
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen C. Nelson
Mr. and Mrs. William G. Underwood

D. FOSTER LIGON ’18
Dr. and Mrs. David R. Libby

SAMUEL C. NELSON ’19
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen C. Nelson
Mr. and Mrs. William G. Underwood

RUSSELL E. LINKOUS IV ’19
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas V. Rushing
ROBERT E. LOEB ’73
Mr. Perry D. Dement
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel N. Graham II ’80
S. DYLAN LOMAX ’19
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne E. Lomax
O. THOMAS MARSHALL IV ’77
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Dunavant III ’78
JOHN P. MCBRIDE ’18
Mr. and Mrs. Philip McBride

DREW W. RAKERS ’20
Mr. and Mrs. George Voehringer
TYLER G. RAKERS ’18
Mr. and Mrs. George Voehringer
W. BARRY RAY
Mr. and Mrs. Jeremy G. Alpert ’91
Mr. and Mrs. L. McKee Humphreys ’01
CALEB M. RIGGS ’19
Dr. and Mrs. W. Webster Riggs

Includes gifts received 1-9-17 – 8-9-17

GIFTS IN MEMORY
AND HONOR

DYLAN W. RIGGS ’17
Dr. and Mrs. W. Webster Riggs

STEFAN C. SMITH ’21
Mr. and Mrs. Stefan Smith

H. WALKER UPSHAW ’84
Mrs. Grace Upshaw

BRANDAN J. ROACHELL ’19
Mr. and Mrs. Brian S. Roachell

JACKSON S. SOLBERG ’17
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald T. Solberg

JEFFERSON D. UPSHAW ’74
Mrs. Grace Upshaw

JIANYIN ROACHELL ’11
Mr. and Mrs. Brian S. Roachell

R. TATE SOLBERG ’14
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald T. Solberg

W. HALL UPSHAW ’19
Mrs. Grace Upshaw

COLLINS B. ROBINSON ’20
Mr. Gilbert A. Robinson III

WYATT M. SOLBERG ’23
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald T. Solberg

HENRY L. WELLS ’19
Dr. and Mrs. Rodney Wolf

R. MCCADDEN ROBINSON ’18
Mr. Gilbert A. Robinson III

HARRY G. SOLDAN, JR.
Mr. Ethan S. Pretsch ’15
Mr. W. Austin Pretsch ’13

H. GRAHAM WEST ’20
Mr. W. Tommy West, Jr.

WILEY T. ROBINSON ’75
Mr. R. Renn Eason ’14
C. THOMAS ROGERS ’20
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Pritchard
JACOB C. ROTTER ’17
Mr. and Mrs. Cary G. Rotter
JEAN L. SAUNDERS
Mrs. Claire K. Farmer

HAYDEN A. STARK ’18
Dr. Susan L. Stark and
Mr. Sherwood Stark
O. HARRISON TABOR ’17
Mr. and Mrs. A. Wellford Tabor ’86
MATTHEW R. TEMPLE ’18
Mr. and Mrs. John Temple

HEWES P. SCULL ’20
Mr. and Mrs. Forrest L. Morgan

JAMES A. THOMAS ’20
Ms. Margie R. Farese
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Thomas

WILLIAM S. SHEPHERD ’20
Dr. and Mrs. Jerald Duncan

STEPHEN C. THRELKELD ’82
Mr. and Mrs. Norman S. Thompson, Jr.

BENJAMIN M. SKLAR ’20
Mr. and Mrs. Jerald H. Sklar

S. MCLEAN TODD ’17
Mrs. Leon W. Bell, Jr.

BRIAN K. SMITH
Mr. Perry D. Dement

MATTHEW D. TUTOR ’91
Mr. Lee R. Dickinson ’91

J. HILL SMITH ’23
Mr. and Mrs. Stefan Smith

GARNER G. UHLHORN ’22
The Reverend and
Mrs. Robert Van Doren

WILLIAM T. WEST III ’18
Mr. W. Tommy West, Jr.
HARRIS M. WHITE ’20
Mr. and Mrs. C. Cody White, Jr.
MASON C. WILLIAMS ’18
Dr. and Mrs. Richard D. Drewry, Jr.
PEGGY WILLIAMSON
Mrs. Patresha A. Mandel and
Dr. Barry L. Shulkin
HENRY R. WOOD ’19
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen C. Reynolds
JOEL P. WOOD ’21
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen C. Reynolds
PHILIP S. WUNDERLICH, JR. ’19
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Aaron
CHRISTOPHER G. YARBRO ’22
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Barzizza
Mr. and Mrs. Mickey Brigance

Where Tradition Surrounds U
For more than 100 years, Memphis
University School has educated young
men to become the future leaders of our
community, our nation, and the world.
Our legacy of scholarship and leadership
is perpetuated by caring individuals who
name the school as a beneficiary in
their estate plans.

There are generations of students yet to
enroll, all deserving the best education
possible in order to become future leaders.
Leave your legacy of scholarship and
leadership.

For more information and estate planning
tools, visit plannedgiving.musowls.org.
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THE LAST WORD

Souvenirs of Yesteryear
by Norman Thompson

On an afternoon just before Thanksgiving, I sat in my office recording daily quiz scores. It was 4-ish on
a Friday. The place was all but deserted. Closing my grade book, I gazed pensively from my window. Dusk
came gliding silently in. Rays from the declining sun fell athwart the courtyard, and an autumnal breeze
whispered of final things: the end of a day – a soft, serenely beautiful day – and the end of yet another year.

A

lready my side of the courtyard was
shrouded in shadow, and had been
for some time. Despite the approach
of the holidays, the exquisite beauty
of the dying day was heartbreaking. A wave
of profound enervation washed over me. I felt
adrift and anchorless. Melancholy had marked
me for her own.
But as I turned to gather my paraphernalia
and my wits for the drive home in the gathering
gloom, my eye fell on an object that had been
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pinned on my lapel that very day at lunch by
Barry Ray. This object was a political campaign pin bearing the likeness of John Edwards,
former Democratic Senator and nominee for
Vice President in 2004, but best known for his
extramarital affair and $400 haircuts. Some
wag had thought it clever to tag sleek-pated
Mr. Ray as someone needing a very expensive
haircut. Continuing the hilarity, Mr. Ray, noting
my relentless tresslessness, appropriated the
joke and played it on me.

Unexpectedly, this recycled gibe (now a
keepsake) comforted rather than depressed
me, for the treasures (largely worthless effluvia
to anyone but me) with which my office is
laden, no, cluttered, remind me of my 46 years
at MUS. In the alembic of my imagination
these inanimate objects, of which this political
artifact is now one, speak to me of people and
experiences gone by. They urge me (in the
words of Max Ehrmann’s moving prose poem
“Desiderata”) to “Keep interested in your own

career, however humble; it is a real possession
in the changing fortunes of time.”
As I cast my eyes dreamily over the
multitude of mementos festooning the office,
some of which spend time in my office at home,
I see books, so many books, bestowed on me by
colleagues and appreciative students. There is
the ponderous The Yale Shakespeare: Complete Works, a gift from the brother of a student
of mine who sought my advice on the meaning
and proper intonation of his character’s words
in a Shakespeare play in which he had been
cast. Here is a boxed set of The New Annotated
Sherlock Holmes and in a shadow box is a play
program of Twelfe Night (sic) or What You
Will, autographed by British actors Stephen Fry
(yes, the movie actor) and Peter Hamilton Dyer
in a 2003 production in the New Globe Theater,
both gifts of Joe Hooker ’06. Glancing to my
right I see the beautiful Rubaiyat of Omar
Khayyam embellished with Persian miniatures
(Fred Hidaji ’84) and an ornate copy of
John Forster’s The Life of Charles Dickens
(Salman Haque ’14).
On a lower shelf are several volumes
signed and inscribed to me with flattering
notes: The Diversity Myth by David Sacks
’90, Einstein’s Dreams by Alan Lightman (a
gift from Andrew Manugian ’05), Memphis
Chronicles by John Harkins, and Stomping
Grounds by Hampton Sides ’80. And here is
a signed and numbered Limited Autographed
Edition of Tennessee Senators as Seen by One
of Their Successors by Kenneth McKellar.
When legendary teacher and college
counselor Bob Boelte retired, he gave me
an ivory statue of Buddha and a framed
reproduction of Max Beerbohm’s famous
picture “Robert Browning, Taking Tea with
the Browning Society.” The Browning gift I
understood, as I teach Victorian literature, but I
remain uncertain as to the subliminal message
that he was trying to convey to me through the
Buddha.
Many of these treasures are housed
in a beautiful barrister’s bookcase refinished
by the expert hand of retired teacher 		
Tom Brown. This cabinet, painted a hideous
shade of ashen flesh, served as a storage
receptacle in the chemistry lab of the old
school. It was discarded when the old school
was demolished. Happening to see it in a trash
heap, I put it in my old office, where it remained
unimproved for years. Finally refinished, it is
the jewel of my office, showcasing such artifacts
as a reproduction of the Great Seal of King
Richard III and a collection of unpublished

letters by American poet William Carlos
Williams, both gifts from the late Bill
Hatchett, instructor in English. Here is
an MUS mug, unlike any that I have seen
elsewhere; a gift from Barlow Mann ’03, it
had belonged to his father, Barlow ’71. Here,
too, is the keepsake MUS insignia, emblazoned
on wood and crafted from the original
tongue-and-groove beams of the old school
constructed in 1955, and which commemorates the dedication of the Campus Center and
the Dunavant Upper School on April 21, 2002.
Hanging on the walls are perhaps my
three most highly-prized artifacts, all inherited
from Hatchett. One is a framed letter (not a
reproduction) dated October 3, 1670, from
James, Duke of York, later James II, written
by his private secretary, Matthew Wren, and
addressed to the Principal Commissioners of
the Royal Navy, a group that included the great
diarist Samuel Pepys. Another is a large framed
embroidery of a map of Stratford-upon-Avon,
including scenes from 16 of Shakespeare’s
plays, as well as salient facts illuminating the
great poet’s life. The third is a framed page from
Aldous Huxley’s famous essay “Wordsworth in
the Tropics,” signed by the author. Alongside is a
photograph of the signing as Hatchett looks on.
Among the numerous mementos marking
my tenure is a plaque presented to me by
The Owl’s Hoot editors, led by Robert
Davis ’82, expressing their appreciation for
my “time, advice, and guidance.” To the right
of the window that I looked from to begin this
reminiscence hangs a certificate making me
an honorary alumnus of MUS, a distinction
of which I am very proud. On the windowsill
sit two trophies, one from the school and one
from some members of the undefeated 1985
Owl football team, both citing my 30 (now 33)
years in the Stokes Stadium broadcast booth.
A framed varsity letter (the only one I ever
received) marks my 25 years as the “Voice of the
Owls” – a grandiloquent way of saying “public
address announcer.”
Other gifts give the office the air of a garage
or rummage sale. An 18-inch statue of Sherlock
Holmes stands sentinel over more books
on the Great Detective than I will live long
enough to read. A Shakespeare air freshener,
a Shakespeare Celebriducks rubber duckie,
and a Shakespeare action figure, bestowed on
me by well-meaning colleagues are scattered
about. Not yet shelved (where would they
go?) are four Shakespeare plays (YOLO
Juliet, Macbeth#killing it, srsly Hamlet, A
Midsummer Night #nofilter) preposterously

rendered in text-messaging lingo (Witt
Fesmire ’16). These ludicrous attempts to
reach the tech-savvy modern youth will be
shelved ultimately with Spencer Reese’s ’94
gift/gibe that he unearthed on a recent visit to
England: Stormin’ Normans, a humorous but
nonetheless accurate history of the Norman
Conquest. Dig deeply enough, and one will
find in most teachers a vein of comedic gold (or
pyrite, as the case may be).
As the courtyard on that Friday afternoon
sank into deep gloom and quiescence, I was
reminded of a poignant passage in a classic
tale for children and the child in each of us,
The Wind in the Willows. Returning to his
humble abode following the vicissitudes of a
long and eventful day, the exhausted Mole sank
contentedly into his bed.
“But ere he closed his eyes he let
them wander round his old room,
mellow in the glow of the firelight
that played or rested on familiar and
friendly things which had long been
unconsciously a part of him, and
now smilingly received him back . . .
He saw clearly . . . the special value
of some such anchorage in one’s
existence . . . it was good to think he
had this to come back to, this place
which was all his own, these things
which were so glad to see him again
and could always be counted upon for
the same simple welcome.”
As I looked around my untidy office that
day, I realized that Mole and I are kindred
spirits, and that like Mole, who knew even then
that he must one day forsake his consoling little
refuge, for other adventures that were calling
to him, I reflected that all consolations are
ephemeral. Mole might have been thinking in
this moment of Shakespeare’s conclusion to
Sonnet 73,
“This thou perceiv’st, which makes thy
love more strong,
To love that well which thou must leave
ere long,”
for the sentiment certainly occurred to me.
Evening had conquered and now all but
occupied the courtyard. I turned out the lights
and locked the office door.
Norman Thompson has been an MUS
instructor in English since 1972, and he
holds the L. Edwin Eleazer III Chair of
Excellence in Teaching.
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Tom Marshall ’77 fell in love with duck hunting after several trips with
good friend Bill Dunavant ’78 to Blackfish Hunting Club in Arkansas.
He bought some land near McCrory, AR, and decided to build a lodge
of his own using shipping containers. Dubbed the Duck Shack, the
lodge took about 45 days to build this summer. “Ironically, I find
myself coming up with reasons to go even during the off-season,”
Marshall says. “It has become a favorite of my son, Oscar ’22, and
his MUS cousins (Pahlow brothers Ryan ’17, Eston ’19, and Mason ’21)
and friends.” See sidebar on Marshall’s Duck Shack on page 22.

73
Photo by Jack Kenner

NON-PROFIT ORG

US POSTAGE

PAID
MEMPHIS, TN

THE MAGAZINE OF MEMPHIS UNIVERSITY SCHOOL
6191 Park Avenue, Memphis, TN 38119

PERMIT NO. 631

Address Service Requested

Parents Only: If this issue is addressed to your son who no longer maintains
his permanent address at your home, please notify the MUS Development
Office (901-260-1350) of the new mailing address. Because college addresses
change so frequently, we are unable to use them for general mailing.

musowls.org

74

Cody Curtis ’05 posted this photo on Facebook in May with the caption, “Apparently
the latest issue of MUS Today is quite engaging.” His daughter, Elowyn, who just
turned 2 in August, is obviously an early reader with impeccable taste.
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