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A SENSE
OF PLACE
ARCHITECT REB HAIZLIP
IMAGINES BUILDINGS
THAT INSPIRE
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Michael Thomas ’85 celebrates a milestone this year: It has been five years since he launched 1814
Magazine, an elegant, sophisticated print publication devoted to fine art photography. Although his
magazine maintains an online presence, Thomas remains firmly committed to publishing on paper 		
to showcase the images he finds so compelling. “I like photography that says something,” he says.
His work on the magazine and a newly launched exhibition schedule take him around the globe,
but he is pictured here in Dallas, his home base, at the historic Stoneleigh P watering hole with
his Airedale Terrier, Boomer.

Photo by Donna DeMari
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With a portfolio of projects that
range from university centers to
children’s museums to community
gardens, architect Reb Haizlip ’73
has built a reputation throughout
the region for creating inspirational,
light-filled spaces where people
enjoy congregating to work, learn,
and play. His creative process
begins by seeking community input
to get a sense of place. Read more
on page 5. Photos by Alan Howell.
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FROM THE EDITOR

I Screen, You Screen, We All Screen
Scene after scene of teens engrossed in digital
pursuits – texting, tweeting, gaming – flash across the
Wunderlich Auditorium screen as about a dozen faculty
and staff members watch Screenagers, a documentary
that examines the negative effects of digital overconsumption on teens. Lower School Counselor
Amy Poag arranged for the June presentation to
assess whether to show the film to parents this fall.
Coincidentally, in this issue’s The Last Word column
(page 50), the incomparable Norman Thompson writes
about the smartphone infatuation he observes in seniors
before the school day forces a temporary separation
from their Android and iPhone appendages.
Thompson suggests his charges consider “eschewing
the electronic world and engaging in the actual world by
communing with living kindred spirits, by exercising the
imagination as one subsumes himself in literature, by
looking within for inspiration, and by mining the
rich veins of memory.”
Wise words. A timeless lesson.
Full disclosure: I am sitting here engrossed in
my laptop screen, my smartphone by my side. I text
a photographer about a shoot tomorrow, check out
a Facebook post, Google the spelling of Pokémon.
Driving home I will listen to this month’s faculty book
club selection – G.K. Chesterton’s The Man Who Was
Thursday – via my iPhone. Yet I am a Luddite compared
to today’s teens or even elementary students. Digital
natives, most need no introduction to even the
latest apps and programs.
There is a time and place for digital technology, sure.
Here at MUS students work regularly with programs
and data in certain courses, including science and math
classes, computer science, robotics, music engineering,
and digital design. However, throughout the curriculum,
technology is a tool used at the instructor’s discretion to
accomplish the greater goal of educating young men –
teaching them to think, to reason, to analyze, to calculate,
to discern, to collaborate, to communicate – skills that
transcend the ever-shifting trends of the technical world.
Hal Roberts ’92, who makes his living studying
cyberspace as a fellow with the Berkman Center for

Internet & Society at Harvard University, still values
the lessons that formed his educational foundation
– before the dawn of smartphones, social media, and
Pokémon Go.
“MUS prepared me much better for the learning
process than the vast majority of my peers at Princeton,”
he says in an article on page 14. “I actually taught a few
of my classmates how to write using The Owl English
Handbook that I took to college with me!”
In an age flooded with digital imagery, Michael
Thomas ’85 still chooses to print his 1814 Magazine,
which features magnificent, gallery-quality photographs,
on 100-pound paper stock. “People keep saying that
publishing is dead,” Thomas says. “But there is something very special about the printed image.”
(See page 11.)
Paper is also the medium of choice for architect Reb
Haizlip ’73, who designs high-tech community centers
and museums in a low-tech way – sketching them by
hand. (See next page.) His works, a client says, begin
with empathy, as he imagines how visitors will interact
with places he designs. Friendships Haizlip formed at
MUS introduced him to a “world of achievers,” that
is still a source of inspiration. As for those inspired
sketches, Haizlip’s senior exhibit designer converts the
architect’s strokes of pencil and pastel into computerized
images.
There’s a time and a place for digital technology,
sure. But there is no substitute for real-world experiences, as Mr. Thompson suggests, communing with
living kindred spirits, subsuming oneself in literature,
exercising the imagination, and mining the rich veins 		
of memory.
I find myself yearning to ditch the digital recording,
to actually turn the paper pages of The Man Who Was
Thursday.

Note: A date for the showing of Screenagers was still pending at press time.
Check the latest news at musowls.org for updates.
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Education
Creation
Reb Haizlip Designs Centers of Learning
and Discovery with the Community in Mind
BY CINDY WOLFF
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Reb Haizlip ’73 has spent his career bringing people together.
Through his work with museums, universities, gardens and 		
galleries, the architect designs spaces where visitors gather 		
to play, to learn, to celebrate their community and their world.
His latest project will go even further, uniting visitors with 		
earth and sky, no less.
he Earth+Sky Project will
be built at NASA’s former
Rosman Satellite Tracking
Station, now Pisgah
Astronomical Research
Institute (PARI), surrounded by a half-million
acres of dense forest in the Appalachians of
western North Carolina. Developed over the
next five to seven years, Haizlip’s plan will
transform the area into an ecological tourist
attraction, with a discovery museum, conference center, lodging, and a Dark Sky Reserve,
an area that provides exceptional views of
starry nights and the nocturnal environment.
“It’s fascinating,” Haizlip says, “and it’s a
blast because it has so much potential.”
Stephen Saucier, executive director of
PARI, says Haizlip is “the perfect man for
the job – the perfect blend of artist, architect,
and visionary.” The two previously worked
together on the KidSenses Children’s
Interactive Museum in Rutherfordton, NC.
“The brilliance of his work is not so much
what he designs – which is extraordinary – it is
the design thinking that he applies, beginning
with empathy,” Saucier says. “What will
it mean to people? What challenges will it
address? He looks at the project through the
lens of how people’s lives will be changed by
the experience.”
Through his Haizlip Studio in Memphis
and Asheville, NC, the architect has built
a reputation for designing mission-driven,
nonprofit, museum, and educational projects
that highlight the personality of a community.
To get a sense of a place, he first develops
that sense of empathy Saucier describes,

T
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holding listening meetings with community
members, learning their thoughts and ideas.
He spends time in the town. He studies the
landscape. He watches the people. And the
vision of a new project takes form. Then, as he
has since his own childhood, he puts pencil to
paper to sketch out the vision.
Another of his recent designs, the Scott
Family Amazeum, opened in July 2015 in the
northwest Arkansas city of Bentonville, home
base for Walmart. The soaring 50,000-squarefoot discovery museum features exhibits
developed through community-engagement
workshops. A focus on environmental
stewardship, for example, is reflected in the
Canopy Climber, where kids scramble high in
stylized treetops; and the Nature Valley Water
Amazements, where visitors experience the
wonders of water in motion.
One of Haizlip’s first experiences with
museum design was the creation of exhibits
at the Children’s Museum of Memphis in the
early ’90s.

One of Haizlip’s proudest accomplishments
is the University Center at the University of
Memphis. “Bring daylight into the middle of
a building, and they will come,” says Haizlip,
pictured here on one of the grand staircases.
At far right are exterior shots of the Scott
Family Amazeum designed by Haizlip, which
opened last summer. Located in Bentonville,
AR, the museum contains 20,000 square feet
of indoor exhibits, including an art studio,
learning labs, and maker space.

Photo by Ken West, courtesy of Haizlip Studio

New York City streets become the
canvas for Ken Farmer’s art production
company, Wild Dogs International. In this
installation for the New Museum’s IDEAS
CITY event, his team closed a block in
SoHo to feature all-night installations
from 16 multimedia artists.

Photo by Jeffrey Jacobs, courtesy of Haizlip Studio

7

out a section with beanbag chairs and low
seating along the west side of the building.
“People are attracted to light. They move
toward light and sit in it because it just
makes them feel good. I wanted this to feel
comfortable for them, to be in a building
specifically built and designed for them.”
For Haizlip, form and function are
intricately linked. “I’ve always been
interested in architecture that served some
greater purpose than just building for the
sake of building,” he says.

Photo by Jeffrey Jacobs, courtesy of Haizlip Studio

Haizlip created the master plan for the 50,000-square-foot Glazer Museum in Tampa, FL.
Completed in 2010, the building adjoins the city’s performing arts complex. Museum
exhibitions – inspired by extensive community input – focus on the natural resources
and cultural history of the mid-Florida region.

“I happened into museums and children’s
museums, and it opened my eyes to a world
of design that didn’t fit into any formal
boxes. It really did allow a freedom of
expression that wasn’t available in other
types of architectural practice,” he says. His
portfolio includes about 30 discovery and
children’s museum projects.
“Children’s museums broke open the
education community’s perception of
hands-on learning. Traditional museums in
particular awoke to the idea that they could
be more than a repository of objects. You
can have a pre-Columbian clay object in
a museum. You can talk about it and learn
about it, but if you throw a pot, people will
understand how it is made, how it feels, and
the complexity of its artistry” he says.
He has applied that concept of hands-on
learning to many designs, including the 2.5acre My Big Backyard exhibit at Memphis
Botanic Garden. Instead of simply walking
past flowers, trees and plants, children learn
about nature by playing in water, digging in
dirt, exploring the kid-sized birdhouses and
8
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the decomposition maze.
Haizlip has created educational,
entertainment, civic, and nonprofit projects
throughout the United States and beyond.
His work in the Mid-South also includes the
main visitor building at Memphis Botanic
Garden, the Danny Thomas/ALSAC
Pavilion renovation at St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital, the Dixon Gallery &
Gardens Master Plan, and the Germantown
Library.
One of his proudest accomplishments
is the completion of the $42 million
University Center at the University of
Memphis in 2010. At 170,000 square feet,
the University Center is home to a 350-seat
theater, restaurants, technology labs, student
government chambers, a ballroom, and
meeting spaces.
During a recent visit to the center, the
midday sun floods in through the glass
atrium and ceiling, reflecting off the white
walls and three-story, glass-and-stainless
steel staircases.
“See those areas,” Haizlip says, pointing

THE ARTIST AS A YOUNG MAN
Haizlip grew up in East Memphis, the
youngest of four children of the late Henry
Haizlip, Jr., a former president of First
Tennessee Bank, and Emily Haizlip, who
still lives in their East Memphis family
home.
Coloring books were not for him. “He
always had sketchpads,” his mother says.
“As a kid, he was always drawing pictures
of his toy soldiers.” Later, he drew battleships, weapons of war. All along he was
building on what he calls “an innate sense
of the three-dimensional.”
He put that 3-D sense to practice, Emily
Haizlip says, building a treehouse from
wood he found and a boat from driftwood
that actually sailed.
“My mother encouraged me to figure out
what my aptitudes were,” he says. “If I had
a thought or an idea, she would go out and
get a book. I grew up with a good mom.”
Named Selden Porter Haizlip after his
grandmother, Rebecca Selden Porter, he
earned his nickname because, his mother
says, everyone called him “the little rebel.”
He attended Presbyterian Day School
and White Station High School before
following his brothers, Henry Haizlip ’66
and Wilson Haizlip ’68, to MUS his junior
year. (His sister, Jean Hunter Oppenheimer,
went to St. Mary’s Episcopal School.)
“[Reb] was fun and artistic,” says
his friend Montgomery Martin ’73,
of Montgomery Martin Contractors in
Memphis, the contractor for Haizlip’s
Dixon Master Plan. “He always saw the fun

side of things. We had a great time.”
Haizlip says his years at 6191 Park Avenue
turned out to be among the great times of his life.
“You don’t come away knowing these people
will have an impact later – it’s not possible to
realize that when you’re in school,” he says. “But
as you grow older, you realize the people you
matriculated with are the people who are excelling,
achieving, making a difference. So it’s an introduction into a world of achievers that couldn’t really
happen any other way.”
In addition to Martin, he counts among these
friends and community leaders Cecil Humphreys
’73, an attorney, bronze sculptor, and a founder
of the University Neighborhoods Development
Corporation; and the late Geo Holmes ’73, a film
and video producer.
Upon his graduation from MUS, there wasn’t a
plan to be an architect. In fact, there wasn’t a plan
at all. His went to University of Denver to study
applied art, but his heart wasn’t in it.
“I was a lousy student,” he says. He asked his
father if he could stay out for a year. His brother
Wilson’s friend Ames Yates ’68 invited Haizlip
to Tulane University to look at the architecture
program. That career path fit.
“My father was relieved because there weren’t
great career prospects in art,” he says.
After earning bachelor’s and master’s degrees
in architecture from Tulane, Haizlip worked in
London for several years, then eight years in New
Orleans before returning to Memphis in 1990.
In college he learned to draft and design by hand,
something he still prefers to do. His process starts
with a couple of lines penciled on paper. He adds
squiggles to fill the space in between, then angles,
swirls, more lines and, perhaps, a swipe of red
pastel that floats alone. To others it may look like
the doodles of an idle mind, but to miss the thought
and precision that goes into each eyelash-shaped
mark is to miss the genius of detail that grows
from that mark.

Brightly colored abstracts and multihued landscapes
line the walls of the private studio behind Haizlip’s
house, where he retreats to recharge and create art.

Photo by Alan Howell
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Photo by Ken Petersen, courtesy of Haizlip Studio

For the Scott Family Amazeum, Haizlip developed exhibits through stakeholder and public engagement workshops that focused on a number
of areas, including the community’s strong sense of environmental stewardship and attachment to nature and outdoor recreation.

In his Midtown studio, sheets of sketches
reveal early forms of projects that have
evolved to completed designs. Sam Griffin,
a senior exhibit designer with his company,
builds Haizlip’s sketches in a computer
design program.
Haizlip believes there are advantages and
disadvantages in computer technology.
“Architecture has clearly been influenced
by the ability of software to create highly
complex forms, and that was not easy
when you were drawing it by hand. What
a student can do today far surpasses what
I could do 20 years ago just based on the
technological advances.”
Still, designing digitally is not for him.
“In my mind, there’s a loss in the connection between the hand, and the eye, and
the mind,” Haizlip says. “When you draw a
line, you commit to a line, because to undo
that line is a lot of trouble. It just requires
greater consideration of why it’s there. Now
you can draw a line on a computer, and you
can erase it with a click.”
A SKETCH OF LIFE AT HOME
His wife, Mary, is also an architect and
10
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a partner at Haizlip Studio, founded in
1997. He left Williamson Haizlip Pounders
to form The Haizlip Firm, as it was called
then. Mary joined him soon afterward. She
is managing principal of the firm, handling
tasks from marketing to finance, and Haizlip
says she serves as his personal IT department whenever he can’t figure out his
iPhone. Married for 11 years, the two live in
a 1910 Arts-and-Crafts-style bungalow on
Central Avenue, down the street from their
studio.
Mary says life is never boring with her
husband because he’s game for anything.
He especially enjoys bicycling, gardening,
and hiking near their second home in
Asheville, NC. Regardless of the activity,
he usually keeps a sketchpad handy.
“He’s extraordinary, probably one of the
most intelligent people I’ve been around,”
Mary says.
Behind their Midtown home, past the
potting shed, through a Japanese arbor he
built himself, there’s an art studio few have
seen. The walls are filled top to bottom
with Haizlip’s bold-colored abstracts and
landscapes. They hang by clothespins and

binder clips on three steel cables spaced
horizontally on the walls. The space has
become his refuge from the precision and
demands that come with architectural
planning and design.
Although there are dozens of paintings
on the wall and more stacked around the
studio, Haizlip has no plans to exhibit or
sell the work. He has promised his brother
Wilson one of his paintings, but for now, it
remains in place. Mary asked for one to put
in the house. It, too, still adorns the studio.
To sell or give away his works would
change something in the joy he feels while
he is there. He likes to look at them.
Unlike his doodles that morph into
sketches that grow into imaginative
structures that provide education, and
illumination, and gathering spaces for
the world to enjoy, this art is not for the
public eye.
It’s for his world alone.

CINDY WOLFF IS A FREELANCE WRITER
BASED IN MEMPHIS.

Issue No. 7 Cover, Photograph by Erwin Blumenfeld

Artful Eye

BY CHRISTOPHER BLANK

Michael Thomas explores visual storytelling with 1814 Magazine
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Photograph by Angus McBean

T

he room in which Michael Thomas ’85
leaves his aesthetic mark on the world is wellsuited to the purpose: Sunlight pours through
large glass-paneled walls; bare-boned whiteness
acts as a blank canvas for creative decisions. The
room also contains an Airedale Terrier. The dog is
his, as is this room – his living room – in Dallas.

Here, Thomas assembles the semiannual art photography
publication 1814 Magazine. “Curates” is probably a better word
for this undertaking, because each issue of the exquisite highend magazine resembles a catalog from a modern European art
gallery. Every photo is framed within generous borders of white
space – one photo to a page. No headlines appear on the cover,
no typographical distractions crowd the images. Text appears
on facing pages, and advertisements are packaged separately.
Thomas’ magazine is elegantly uncluttered, much like his home
office.
For a man who started his career as an advertising art director,
Thomas uses a surprisingly austere formula for his magazine’s
design, or “as close as you’ll come in print to seeing art on the
wall of a gallery,” he says.
And yet the simple design, which treats each photograph
with great respect, helps 1814 Magazine stand out in the visual
arts rack at independent bookstores in a dozen major cities around
the world. Each issue is printed in a collectable run of 2,000
copies and put together by a team of five, including Senior Editor
Jocelyn Meintser (formerly of Flaunt), Copy Editor Kelly Harris,
and two associate editors living in London and Los Angeles.
The 1814 brand includes side publications and exhibitions. One
show, Donna DeMari’s “Age of the Supermodel” debuted last
April in Dallas and will travel to Dubai and Tokyo in 2017. 1814
Magazine also maintains a presence at some of the top art book
fairs and photo festivals around the world, including Paris Photo,
Photo Ireland, and Copenhagen Photo Festival.
At a time when many other art publications are transitioning
wholly to the web, the idea of a successful specialty print
magazine isn’t as antiquated as it sounds. Thomas says that
photos have a different look and feel in print than on a pixilated
computer monitor.
“People keep saying that publishing is dead,” Thomas says.
“But there is something very special about the printed image.
Many art photographers continue to work with film because

there are still a lot of things you can’t do with digital cameras.
Celluloid has a permanence that digital just doesn’t have. That’s
true of publishing as well. There’s something permanent in a
print magazine.”
Growing up in Memphis, Thomas became interested in
photography as he observed his father’s attachment to the
camera. “Like all kids in the 1970s, I had to endure the family
slideshows,” Thomas says.
Later, in the ’80s, the deceptively simple works of two great
Southern photographers – Memphis native William Eggleston
and Alabama-born photographer William Christenberry –
showed him that the proverbial “thousand words” that pictures
speak weren’t enough for some images.
“I like photography that says something,” Thomas says.
“Eudora Welty [who worked as a publicity agent and photographer
for the Works Progress Administration before becoming an
acclaimed author] said that a good photograph is like a great short
story. I think that idea informs how I choose the art that goes into
the magazine.”
Another facet that sets the magazine apart is its editorial process. The editors neither critique nor write about the
photographs. Whenever possible, they interview the artists themselves – or caretakers for the estates of the artists – and let them
talk about the process. Thomas says that the goal is to “host a
conversation.”
Thomas credits the late Peter Bowman, his art instructor at
MUS, with teaching the concept of seeing art through different
lenses. “Stop, think, and consider what images are trying to teach
you,” he remembers Bowman advising.
The number 1814 in the magazine’s title marks the year
Joseph Niépce made the first known photographic image. Two
centuries later, photography is still evolving, and Thomas likes
to explore that progress. In issue No. 9, for example, Donna
DeMari’s impressionistic photos of trees share pages with Maxi
Cohen’s “Ladies Rooms Around the World,” a collection of
images that explores spaces where women congregate. Thomas
regularly draws from the past, unearthing rare or vintage photos
that deserve a second look. For the magazine’s debut issue five
years ago, he featured some of Welty’s youthful snapshots from
the Mississippi Delta – pictures that transcend their journalistic
purpose.
“For every photo we select we ask: ‘Would you hang this on
your wall?’” Thomas says. “That’s the rule of thumb.”

The 10th issue of 1814 Magazine hits bookstores this fall. Copies are $55 each, and are available through 1814mag.com. The website
is designed to entice viewers to acquire the print version. It does not link to specific content but displays images of the magazine pages.
Michael Thomas and his Airedale, Boomer, are captured in print on page 1.
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Digital Age of
Enlightenment
Hal Roberts studies how news moves
online, and who controls the agenda

M
M

edia Cloud. Web spiders. Topic mapper.
The instruments Hal Roberts ’92
works with sound a bit like the topsecret tools of an undercover spy. He is, indeed,
an investigator, but his job is no covert operation.
A fellow at the Berkman Center for Internet
& Society at Harvard University, Roberts is a
researcher whose studies generally revolve around
social technology. In other words, Roberts examines how the internet influences society and vice
versa. As the technical lead for the Media Cloud

project, he monitors computers that collect from
one-quarter to one-half million online news stories
daily. These stories, studied aggregately, offer a
look at something very important to society today:
What kind of news stories are making it online,
where are they coming from, and who put them
there?
Roberts, who works remotely from Memphis
and travels to Berkman once a month, recently sat
down with MUS Today to discuss the interplay of
technological and sociological issues.

Hal Roberts, at right, enjoys his monthly commute to the Berkman Center at Harvard, but his internet studies are just as easy
to conduct from his home in Downtown Memphis. From The Owl 1992: Roberts masters some pre-internet technology – 		
the overhead projector – while sharing math work with his fellow students during Christa Green Warner’s AP Calculus BC 		
class. At far right, Roberts discusses his work at a Center for Civic Media conference.
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Photo by Alan Howell

Photo by Gabi Schaffzin
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Q
&A

MUS Today: What exactly is
the Media Cloud?

Hal Roberts: In simple terms,
it’s a platform for the study of
online media, examining political coverage,
for example, or issues such as net neutrality,
or addressing questions like why there is
such a robust, vaccine-hesitant community
online. It’s a joint project between the
Berkman Klein Center at Harvard and the
Center for Civic Media at MIT [which is
focused on creating digital technologies that
support and foster civic media and political
action].

Q
&A

MT: What was the impetus
behind the creation of Media
Cloud?

HR: The internet allows
anyone to publish news; you no longer
need a printing press to share your opinion
widely. We still have traditional institutions,
like newspapers, that get a very large say in
what types of news items are published. But
one of the questions we’ve been engaged
with over the last eight years is whether or
not the growth of the internet changes the
equation of who gets to decide what the
media are talking about and whether and
how that changes our democracy.
Fifty years ago newspapers controlled
their printing press and a truck-delivery
system for distribution. Television companies controlled cameras and antennas. And
those were the main two ways people got
news. Now I can spend two minutes and
post “News of the Day from Hal,” [because]
the internet has absolutely solved the
distribution problem. But there are a billion
websites out there. I’m still not going to
have anything like the influence of The New
York Times online.
We did have a bit of a wild-West period
in the early years of the internet, in which
a college kid could create a blog in PJs
and with some combo of luck, and skill,
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and talent, write material that was read
alongside the The New York Times. But now
most of those people have created their own
institutions [such as the Huffington Post]
or ended up part of an existing institution.
Much of that activity of grassroots online
media has moved to social media platforms
like Twitter or viral platforms like YouTube.
Media Cloud looks at the totality of activity
on the open web to explore who and what
determines what topics get widespread
attention and how those topics get framed.

Q
&A

MT: How is the increase in
social media affecting online
news media?

HR: One of the scariest trends
for online civic discourse is the increasing
control of speech by private, commercial
platforms and the resulting reduction of
speech on the open web. Over the past
10 years, we have seen a sharp increase
in the amount of speech happening on
private platforms like Facebook, Twitter,
and Instagram. That content is shaped and
controlled by the owners of the platform,
who are motivated by commercial interests
that often conflict with the wider public
interest. This is dangerous because we
put a company like YouTube in charge of
determining whether a video of a rape at a
political protest is critically important free
speech or simply offensive content.

Q
&A

MT: What’s one of the big
questions you are trying to
answer?

HR: There’s a long-running
argument about whether or not the internet
has fundamentally changed how democracy
works by enabling the crowd to speak.
We’ve always had some public sphere in
democracy, going back to [ancient] Greece.
That public sphere is where people come
together to discuss policy. One side of the
argument is that moving that public sphere

onto the internet fundamentally changes the
power structure. The other is that the role
of the crowd is just to repeat and amplify
what the traditional, elite power structures
are saying. People are sharing what The
Washington Post and The New York Times
are posting, so it’s still the editor at those
places deciding what’s going to be written
about. As a body, our research shows that
the public sphere can still be driven by
either the new networked power structures
or the traditional elite power structures.

Q
&A

MT: So your research looks
at who is setting the agenda,
the crowd or the power elites.
How does the Media Cloud
help you do that?

HR: We have a bunch of computers
collecting news stories from various online
media in the U.S. and globally and storing
them in big databases. Any given week
we search about 30,000 to 50,000 media
sources for content. We’re not capturing the
internet in its entirety, just curating lists of
sources we think are interesting to track.
It is not anything like Google’s attempt to
index the whole internet, but it gives pretty
good coverage if you want to know what
the mainstream media in the U.S. is saying
about something. We use the data for our
own research, but we also make it available
through web tools, data, and code for any
researcher who wants to study online media.

Q
&A

MT: Why is that important?

HR: We are trying to provide
a resource to the world … to
do the [news-gathering] work
for academics, or activists, so they don’t
have to spend time collecting data to answer
questions they want to answer. We are big
believers in the idea of free software – that
software is better if everyone can see,
and contribute, and interact with it. Also,

as an academic project, replicability is
very important, and making our code and
data open allows others to see how we
have produced our work and to attempt to
reproduce those results themselves.

Q
&A

MT: What tools help you dive
into the data?

HR: We run a crawler [a
program that downloads a list
of web pages] that regularly collects stories
from our curated list of sources. Then we
use our topic mapper tool to run a spider
[a program that iteratively discovers and
downloads all of the links in a set of web
pages] to mine that content for links to
additional stories on specific topics, such as

the Ebola epidemic or the U.S. presidential
election. Running the spider also maps out
the network of links among stories about
a given topic, and we add social media
metrics to that link data so that we know
which stories are most engaging on social
media.

Q
&A

MT: What do you hope your
research will accomplish?

HR: We hope our work leads
to better understanding of how
the move of media onto the internet impacts
our democracy, both in terms of particular
policy outcomes and in terms of how
people motivate change in a democracy.
We also hope our platform helps activists

trying to use media to improve human
rights, whether by enacting social change
or improving public health.
Consider the anti-vaccine issue as an
example: We are doing research now that
will provide a map of the vaccine debate
online. That map can be used to understand
better how people use the internet to
understand issues important to their own
personal health and lives. It can also be
used by the Centers for Disease Control to
help researchers understand how people
participate in the network of knowledge
creation about vaccines and to potentially
encourage people more effectively to
vaccinate their children.

Roberts’ Path to the Information Superhighway
hen Hal Roberts ’92 graduated from MUS, the
internet was only just beginning to catch on, social
media did not exist, and teenagers didn’t have cell
phones. It was a simpler time, electronically speaking, and Roberts credits his high school experience
with teaching him to read, think deeply, and write.
“MUS prepared me much better for the learning process than
the vast majority of my peers at Princeton,” he says. “I actually
taught a few of my classmates how to write using The Owl English
Handbook that I took to college with me!” Roberts is grateful to
Faculty Emeritus Terry Shelton, in particular, for teaching him
to write.
At Princeton Roberts majored in cultural anthropology but
was very interested in computer science.
“I taught myself programming as a nerdy adolescent,”
Roberts says.
During his college years the internet was beginning to
experience exponential growth. He got internet access and an
email address at college, and he spent many hours running an
online role-playing game.
“That’s where I learned a lot about programming and
working with a team of people.”
After Princeton Roberts enrolled at Virginia Tech to pursue
a master’s degree in science and technical studies. He wrote his

W

thesis on Google as a system of surveillance, and what it means for
the company to collect so much information about us. He moved
to Boston when his wife began law school at Harvard, and for two
and a half years worked at an internet startup.
“I did the crazy, 100-hour-week thing before getting the job at
Berkman Center, where I knew I could combine both my computer
science and engineering expertise with my social science interests,”
Roberts says. “Initially I was the geek-in-residence there, more
focused on the computer engineering side of things, but I gradually
transitioned into doing more research, initially, on internet control
– how it’s filtered, how hackers work around that, and so forth.”
Lessons learned in high school continue to inform his work.
“Being aware of attending such a privileged school in a poor
city primed my awareness of social disparities, and most of 		
my work now centers around questions about how to motivate
social change on particular issues,” Roberts says. “At Berkman
our research is usually funded by a human rights foundation; these
organizations are really interested in how to use the internet to
effect social change. Our tools are helpful for them to understand
whether their interventions are effective.”
Now Roberts lives in Memphis with his wife, Kristine, a
partner at the law firm Baker Donelson. His children, 11-year-old
Angela and 8-year-old Lucy, attend St. Mary’s, where he will be
teaching a high school computer science course this fall.
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Fast
Forward
Class of 2016 bids farewell, prepares to greet the future
BY MARCI WOODMANSEE

Class of 2016 accepted to

112
colleges and universities
in 32 states as well as the
District of Columbia

19

$12.3 million

1st

offered in merit scholarships

First-ever state title
in swimming

including the Morehead-Cain Scholarship at the University of North Carolina and the
Chancellor’s Scholarship and Cornelius Vanderbilt Scholarship at Vanderbilt University

8

Commercial Appeal
Academic All-Stars

Led the production of two Alfred
Hitchcock plays and a spring musical,
Damn Yankees, in addition to performing
in Beg To Differ and Studio Band

State championship
in lacrosse –
12th title since 1990
Ninth-consecutive
state title in Latin

N

ervous excitement built in the
Fellowship Hall as seniors took
selfies, adjusted caps and gowns
one last time, and chatted with their favorite
faculty members while waiting for the
signal to line up for their last assignment
as members of the Class of 2016. Finally,

Ruby, Drake, Drew ’15, and Mark Richmond

Trammel Robinson and William Rantzow

Assistant Upper School Principal Mark
Counce ’77 shepherded the boys into line,
and 109 seniors stepped into the sunshine,
processing to the front steps of Second
Presbyterian Church and into the sanctuary.
After the traditional opening hymn,
“Rise Up, O Men of God,” and an invocation by Student Council Chaplain Hudson
Anthony, guests were welcomed by
speeches from the school’s two salutatorians, Saatvik Mohan and Patrick Murphy.
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Mohan invoked memories of the start
of the journey at MUS, which began for
most of them in seventh grade, with more
than a few homework nights spent ruefully
transcribing George Washington’s “Rules of
Civility.” As the years passed and the boys
faced additional challenges that at times
seemed overwhelming, Mohan recalled
a common lament: “I can’t wait until we
graduate.” In actually facing the end of their
studies, he acknowledged the bittersweet
nature of farewell, but reminded his peers
that they “…will always be connected by
the school that brought us all together.”
Murphy spoke of the irony of making
a salutatory address, or greeting, while
everyone seemed to be rejoicing in

goodbyes, but he reminded the seniors
that with so many novel adventures ahead,
they will have plenty of opportunities to
start new conversations. A Latin scholar,
he noted that salutare in Latin means not
only “to greet” but also “to wish well,”
and he extended this wish to his fellow
seniors: “We all share something marvelous
… courage, drive, and, most importantly,
morality. Never forget what is right, never
forget what is true, and never forget what is
honorable.”
Following his speech, Murphy joined
Beg To Differ as the group’s senior soloist
to perform a song, “100 Years” by Five for
Fighting, in an arrangement he created with
Director of Music Matt Tutor ’91.

Founded and organized the first-ever

MEMPHIS

which featured 17 speakers and drew more than 1,000 attendees

Won national awards for The Owl’s Hoot
student newspaper and The Owl yearbook

Valedictorian Patton Orr took
classmates back to their 8-year-old selves
in referencing the 2006 Pixar animated
hit Cars to help frame their journey, or
“road trip.”
“Why are guys so infatuated with
cars? Or in the case of many MUS boys ...
trucks?” Orr asked. “I believe it is because
humans, and especially men, are naturally
destination-oriented creatures. We like to
move from Point A to Point B. If the Lower
School was a sometimes bumpy, two-lane

NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARSHIP
CORPORATION RECOGNITION:

15
National Merit
Semifinalists
12 National Merit Finalists, plus 13
National Merit Commended Students

Senior Class President Mac McArtor
presented the John M. Nail Outstanding
Teaching Award to Lin Askew, the Sue
Hightower Hyde Chair of English, calling
him a popular teacher and mentor for the
Class of 2016 (see page 27).
Headmaster Ellis Haguewood offered
these parting words to the seniors: “You
have met and often exceeded that which
we expected of you. Our lives have been
Upper School Principal Barry Ray and
Grayson Lee

highway, we quickly zoomed onto the
interstate in ninth grade.”
Orr likened the “amazing faculty” to
the fuel that is needed for a car to race,
and he thanked parents for keeping them
grounded and providing “traction when the
road got slick.” He encouraged his peers
to consider graduation not as the final
destination but as a roundabout, offering
multiple options and directions in which to
proceed. Urging his classmates to “dream
big, discover often, and drive intentionally”
in continuing down the road, he envisioned
big accomplishments for them all.

From left, Swep Wallace, Jordan Wallace,
Theo Wayt, David Watkins, and Eli Weinberg
head into Second Presbyterian Church.

“We have the opportunity of a lifetime
to create, discover, and participate in
advances never before imagined,” Orr
said. “Our class will no doubt accept the
challenge.”
After the conferring of diplomas and
presentation of awards (see next page),

Bolton Gayden and Tim Hart

enriched for having known you. We hope
that you are better men for having known
us. God bless you.”
Following the school hymn, Honor
Council President Gabe Hanna offered a
closing benediction, and McArtor passed
the school banner to Senior Class Presidentelect Alex Hyde. Then the Class of 2016
processed out, joyfully tossed their caps
skyward, and commenced celebrating
the end of one journey and the beginning
of another.
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Led teams to championships in

Pro2Serve Math Tournament
and

athletes signed to play at the college level

$60,000+
raised for St. Jude Children’s

National Math Team Scramble
(first perfect score in contest’s
13-year history)

Research Hospital through
second annual Race to

Remission 5K and Festival

54%
scored

or

>

17

on the ACT, including
five seniors with

PERFECT SCORES

Commencement Awards and Honors
VALEDICTORIAN AWARD

Patton Orr
This award is presented to the
senior with the highest average
over eight semesters of work at
Memphis University School.

his devotion to the school and
his dedication to the ideals for
which it stands.

SALUTATORIAN AWARD

Saatvik Mohan and
Patrick Murphy
This award is presented to the
senior with the second highest
average over eight semesters of
work at Memphis University
School. This year there was a
statistical tie.

FACULTY CUP FOR
GENERAL EXCELLENCE

Grayson Lee
The Faculty Cup for General
Excellence is the highest
honor given to a member of the
graduating class. The recipient
has demonstrated qualities
of leadership and strength of
character, which have earned
him the highest respect of his
peers and his teachers. He
must have given generously of
his time, talent, and energy in
service in a way that reflects
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D. EUGENE THORN AWARD

Forest Colerick, Tucker
Colerick, Witt Fesmire, Philip
Freeburg, Patrick Murphy,
and Daniel Tancredi
The D. Eugene Thorn Award is
given in memory of the school’s
former headmaster. This award
is presented to those members
of the Senior Class who best
demonstrate the dignity, integrity, humility, and sincerity that
characterized Thorn’s years as
coach, teacher, and headmaster
at Memphis University School.

Valedictorian Patton Orr

Gabe Hanna and Tom Fowlkes

ROSS MCCAIN
LYNN AWARD

Sam Bartz, Tom Fowlkes,
Gabe Hanna, and Patton Orr
The Ross McCain Lynn Award
is given in memory of the
school’s former headmaster.
This award recognizes
distinction in the areas of school
citizenship, leadership, service,
and character.

LEIGH W. MACQUEEN
DEAN’S CUP FOR
ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

Patton Orr
Named in 1998 in honor of the
first academic dean of MUS,
Leigh Windsor MacQueen, this
award was originally donated
by Mr. and Mrs. MacQueen
in 1967. The award is given
to a senior who, based on his
academic record and his performance on both a written and an
oral examination, has demonstrated a high level of academic

achievement along with a
marked depth of intellectual
maturity and curiosity and who,
in the minds of the examining
committee, has indicated sound
intellectual attainment.

MARK COOPER POWELL
MEMORIAL AWARD

Joshua Benton and
Zach Shulkin
The Mark Cooper Powell
Memorial Award is given
in memory of Mark Cooper

Pictured, front row, from left, with their senior awards presented April 20, are: Andres Salas, Patrick Murphy, Daniel Tancredi, Andrew
Hanissian; back row, Hunter Finney, Nathan Dinh, Danny Harris, Reed Barnes, Dylan Echlin, Chandler Clayton, Patton Orr, Colin Threlkeld,
Austin Hord, and Jackson Pacheco

SCOTT MILLER REMBERT
SENIOR SERVICE AWARD

Ethan Schaffer, Zach Shulkin,
and Bilal Siddiq

Powell, Class of 1980, by his
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Edward
L. Powell, to the graduate who,
through persistence and courage
during his career at MUS, has
shown the greatest development
of character and scholarship.

David Dabov and
Nathan Dinh
This award, established by
family and friends, is made in
memory of Scott M. Rembert,
Class of 1970. It goes to the
senior who has shown the most
unselfish service to the school.

Senior Awards
RUSSELL JOHNSON
CREATIVE WRITING
AWARD

Reed Barnes and
Danny Harris

WILLIAM D. JEMISON III
AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE
IN DRAMATICS

Andrew Hanissian

BRESCIA AWARD FOR
UNSELFISH SERVICE IN
DRAMATICS

Nathan Dinh

CHORAL MUSIC AWARD
FOR EXCELLENCE

Nathan Dinh and David Dabov

Patrick Murphy

ART AWARD

Jackson Pacheco

ENGLISH AWARD

Patton Orr

FRENCH AWARD

Austin Hord

WAYNE E. DUFF
LATIN AWARD

DISTINGUISHED
COMMUNITY SERVICE
AWARD

Chandler Clayton

PAUL TROWBRIDGE
GILLESPIE SCHOLARATHLETE AWARD

Patrick Murphy

Dylan Echlin

SPANISH AWARD

Andres Salas and
Daniel Tancredi

HISTORY AWARD

Colin Threlkeld

CHRISTA GREEN WARNER
MATHEMATICS AWARD

Patrick Murphy and
Daniel Tancredi

MARGARET OWEN
CATMUR SCIENCE AWARD

Nathan Dinh and
Hunter Finney

RELIGION AWARD

Patrick Murphy

From left, Patrick Murphy, Cole
Harrison, and Terrell Jackson

JAMES R. HAYGOOD III
BEST ALL-AROUND
ATHLETE AWARD

Terrell Jackson

AL WRIGHT CHRISTIAN
CHARACTER AWARD

Cole Harrison
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With the end of the year in sight, exuberant seniors assemble in Thomas Amphitheater for a group photo on College T-shirt Day.

Class of 2016 Matriculations
Auburn University
Will McAtee
Baylor University
Cole Harrison
Birmingham-Southern
College
Will Buser
Matt Flaherty
David Watkins
Boston College
Austin Hord
Eric Makapugay
Christian Brothers
University
Jawad Almaatouk
Mahad Jamil
Clemson University
Terrell Jackson
Michael Swift
Cornell University
Forest Colerick
DePauw University
Jalen Friendly
Emory University
Andres Salas
Hamilton College
Kyle Lam
Indiana University
at Bloomington
Ethan Schaffer
Jordan Wallace
Lafayette College
David Nelson
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Loyola University
New Orleans
Eli Weinberg

The George
Washington University
Cameron Lakin

Lynchburg College
Trammel Robinson

The University
of Alabama
Dylan Echlin
Farris Henderson
Dylan Jones
Josh Myers
William Rantzow
Sam Reese
Bridger Smith
Reid Smith
Mac Treadwell
Connor Whitson

New York University
Theo Wayt
Pennsylvania State
University University Park
Evan Knaff
Rhodes College
Joshua Benton
Christian Fauser
Owen Galvin
Russell Sands
Bilal Siddiq
Daniel Tang
Samford University
Sam Bartz
John Hamilton
Sewanee: The
University of the South
Andres Carro
Sam Collier
Andrew Hanissian
Max Murray
Southern Methodist
University
Matt Kruczek
Austin Lacy
Texas Christian
University
Alex Barksdale
Matthew Davidoff

Wilson Pisahl
Henry T. Stratton
University of
California, San Diego
Jason Lin
University of
Michigan
Zach Shulkin

The University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill
Mac McArtor
Patton Orr
Jack Skahan

University of
Mississippi
Beck Blake
Ben Daniel
Hunter Finney
Tom Fowlkes
Bolton Gayden
John Kakales
Jack Lewis
Bob E. Mallory
Durand Martin
Winn Medlock
Reece O’Keefe
Jonathan Peters
Swep Wallace
Wesley Wells

The University
of Texas, Austin
Parker Sexton

University of
Notre Dame
Patrick Murphy

Tulane University
Alex Mansour
Colin Threlkeld

University of
Pennsylvania
Daniel Tancredi

United States
Naval Academy
C.J. Turner

University
of Richmond
Nathan Dinh

University of Arkansas
Carter Coleman
Jackson Dickinson
Gabe Hanna
Edwin Hussey

University
of South Carolina
Nick Bragorgos
Jim House
Gil Humphreys

The University
of Memphis
Tim Hart
Thomas Pickens

University of
Southern California
Reed Barnes
Chandler Clayton
University of
Tennessee,
Chattanooga
Mac McHugh
University of
Tennessee, Knoxville
Hudson Anthony
Wes Flemmons
Edwin Gully
Will Harwell
Jackson Pacheco
Drake Richmond
Jasce Smith
University of Virginia
Tucker Colerick
Billy Dunavant
Henry Keel
University of
Wisconsin, Madison
Chris Roberts
Vanderbilt University
Witt Fesmire
Philip Freeburg
Danny Harris
Grayson Lee
Saatvik Mohan
Murray Morrison
Washington and
Lee University
David Dabov
Jack Richman
Washington University
in St. Louis
Matt Fuess

Continuing the Tradition

Luncheon Honors Senior Legacies, Fathers, and Grandfathers

Philip Freeburg ’81 and
Philip Freeburg ’16

Jon Peters ’84 and
Jonathan Peters ’16

Ben Daniel ’86 and Ben Daniel ’16

Patrick Murphy ’16 and
Loyal Murphy ’86

Russell Sands ’16 and
Chris Sands ’84

Stuart Collier ’73 and
Sam Collier ’16

Colin Threlkeld ’16 and
Steve Threlkeld ’82

Rick Moore ’63 and David Nelson ’16

Bill Harwell ’81 and Will Harwell ’16

Andy McArtor ’86 and
Mac McArtor ’16

William Rantzow ’16 and
James Rantzow ’83

Henry Stratton ’75 and
Henry T. Stratton ’16

Edwin Hussey ’16 and
Rob Hussey ’81

Jasce Smith ’16 and
Kuhen Smith ’75

Scott Richman ’85 and
Jack Richman ’16

Edwin Gully ’16 and
George Gully ’76

Beck Blake ’16 and
Norman Blake ’74

Trammel Robinson ’16 and
Wiley Robinson ’75

Alex Barksdale ’16 and
William Barksdale ’86

Bob E. Mallory ’16 and
Bob Mallory ’82

Joe Morrison ’78 and
Murray Morrison ’16

Bill Dunavant ’78 and
Billy Dunavant ’16

Herbo Humphreys ’66 and
Gil Humphreys ’16

Jim House ’82 and Jim House ’16

Not pictured: Nick Bragorgos ’16, grandson of Rick Moore ’63
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Torrey Honored with Distinguished
Teaching Award

A

n extremely humble man who
does everything he can to
avoid the limelight, Instructor
in English Dax Torrey ’94
was surprised beyond measure to receive
the 2016 Distinguished Teaching Award in
Hyde Chapel on May 6. As he stood in the
balcony with his Lower School students,
he did not suspect the honor was meant
for him until he heard Headmaster Ellis
Haguewood state that the winner was in
his 16th year at MUS.

In presenting the award, Haguewood
said that Torrey is recognized as a master
of The Owl English Handbook and that
his peers consider him one of the finest
grammar teachers around. He quoted Lower
School Assistant Principal Joe Tyler, who
said, “Coach Torrey has established himself
as one of the legendary eighth-grade
teachers, following the likes of Jim Russell,
Terry Shelton, and Flip Eikner ’77.”
Enthusiastic students formed a line
from one end of the stage to the other to

Instructor in English Dax Torrey with his parents, Marty and Gene Torrey.

A cum laude graduate of Vanderbilt
University, Torrey received his master’s
degree in English from the University of
Memphis in 2000 and immediately joined
the faculty. His contributions to the school
are wide-ranging and include coaching
basketball, editing the football guide,
advising the Lower School Honor Council,
and guiding students through Owl Camp.
He has timed events from track meets
at MUS to chariot racing at the annual
state Latin convention. He also serves
as the school sports information director
and statistician for football and
basketball games.
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shake Torrey’s hand and congratulate him
on his honor. This doesn’t surprise his
colleagues, who appreciate his hard work
and his positive influence on students.
According to Instructor in English Michelle
Crews, “He has a winning way with the
boys he teaches that helps them succeed not
only with their schoolwork, but also with
their growth as men.”
Instructor in English Sally Askew said
he is a conscientious teacher “who applies
rules and consequences equally and fairly
but who can still laugh with his students.”
While a student at MUS, Torrey
enjoyed playing basketball, participating

in Model U.N., and writing for The Owl’s
Hoot, all while maintaining an impressive
scholastic record that included Dean’s List
recognition and membership in the Latin
Honor Society.
Today, as Lower School Principal Clay
Smythe ’85 noted, he is the only faculty
member to have a greenspace unofficially
named for him – “a pastoral glen turned
lunchtime hippodrome” just north of the
Lower School. As Haguewood described, he
is a simple man “who loves Auburn, loves
his truck, and loves honeybees,” in addition
to the love he displays regularly for MUS.
Matt Bakke, chair of the Physical
Education Department, called him an
invaluable asset to the school. “[He] has
made a tremendous impact on students’
lives as a mentor and role model.”
Torrey expressed sincere gratitude
for being recognized with such a special
award. “I am truly honored to have received
this award established by Mr. Springfield,
who will forever be a beloved patriarch of
our school,” he said. “To be in the same
group with past recipients, many of whom
are my mentors and former teachers, is
quite humbling. But what will remain most
memorable for me is the reaction of the
students. Their enthusiastic response upon
my receiving the honor means a great deal
to me and validates why I entered this
profession.”
The Distinguished Teaching Award is a
permanent endowment fund established in
1990 through a generous bequest by John
Murry Springfield. Springfield joined the
faculty in 1958 and served as an instructor
in English and mathematics until 1971.
From 1971 until his death in August 1989,
Springfield served as principal of the Hull
Lower School. The monetary award is given
annually to a faculty member who demonstrates excellence in both the classroom
and in extracurricular activities.

FAC ULT Y NE W S

Askew Receives Nail Award

Class of 2016 recognizes outstanding teacher and mentor
ith an array of experience that
includes coaching, advising
Student Council, leading MUS
in Europe trips, and even a
10-year stint as the school’s
director of admissions, Lin Askew was
recognized at graduation for his primary gift
– teaching – when the seniors honored him
with the John M. Nail Outstanding Teaching
Award.
Class President Mac McArtor presented
the award, describing Askew as a mentor for
their class. A member of the faculty since
1979, Askew holds the Sue Hightower Hyde
Chair of English. He taught many of the
seniors in classes ranging from 10th grade
American Literature and Junior English Review to senior electives, including Southern
Renaissance Literature, Irish Literature, and
Literature and War.
“I am grateful to the seniors for honoring me in this manner,” Askew says. “What
makes this award very special is that this
class is extraordinarily gifted.”
An earlier group of Owls established
the honor in 1988, commemorating former
history and English teacher John M. Nail
in recognition of his ability to instill an enduring love of learning. Askew is similarly
gifted: This is his third time to be recognized with the Outstanding Teaching Award
(he was previously honored by the Class of
1996 and the Class of 2009).
Well respected by his colleagues and
beloved by his students, Askew is an expert
in his academic field, according to his
colleague and English Department Chair
Elizabeth Crosby. “Lin communicates the
complexities of American literature, Southern literature, Irish literature – and, in fact,
any literature to which he turns his attention
– with a joy that engages and inspires his
students as well as his colleagues, to whom
he is a valuable mentor.”
Askew is as well known today for
his contributions to the MUS in Europe
program as he is for his English instruction.

W

He has led memorable trips to Cambridge,
London, Paris, and Ireland, among other
destinations. Students in his classroom and
on his trips respect him for his inspirational
teaching and love him for his willingness to
connect with them as individuals.
“There are so many excellent teachers at MUS, it’s humbling in that sense to
receive this honor,” he says. “What’s also

and enjoy one another’s company.”
This grand plan Askew has conceived
for his colleagues is no surprise to Crosby,
who describes him as the department’s
visionary.
“Lin is always thinking creatively about
what’s next – what’s possible – for all of
us,” she says. “I think of Allen Ginsberg’s
poem ‘A Supermarket in California’ as it

Photo by Kathy Daniel Patterson

Family members gathered to celebrate Lin Askew’s honor at graduation. Front row from left,
Jaime Askew, Sally Askew, Christy and James Askew; back row, Charles Askew ’05, Lin Askew,
Will ’97 and William Askew

great is that the department benefits from
the award as well.”
With the generous departmental stipend
that the Nail award provides, Askew has
proposed that the 14 members of the English Department make an excursion to New
England in the summer of 2017.
“This is something we’ve never done,”
Askew says. “Our home base would be a
restored, 1693 colonial tavern in Sandwich,
MA, a quaint town on the northwest coast
of Cape Cod. From there we can take excursions to Plymouth, Boston, Concord, and
Cape Cod. We’ll use the time at the house
to talk about department concerns, share
insights, plan for the future, eat good food,

applies to Lin’s infectious tilt towards
the future. Students and colleagues alike
might ask, ‘Where are we going, Walt
Whitman? ... Which way does your beard
point tonight?’”
Nominations for the John M. Nail 		
Outstanding Teaching Award are made
each year by a selection committee of
student leaders from the senior class, and
the recipient of the Outstanding Teaching
Award is determined by a majority vote of
the class. The recipient receives a handsome
salary stipend, and money is made available
for professional development and departmental resources.
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Barry Ray Honored with Hale Award

A

wrestler, baseball player, and
football running back during
his college days, Upper
School Principal Barry Ray
still cuts an imposing figure. Displaying a
certain sternness that comes with years of
coaching and the responsibility of serving
as a disciplinarian for some 400 high school
boys, he can appear – at first glance – a
little intimidating. But upon closer inspection, there’s an unmistakable twinkle in his
eye that hints at the fun-loving and caring
nature underneath the no-nonsense persona.
Having become an indispensable leader
in his 38 years at MUS, Ray was honored
this spring with the 2016 Jean Barbee Hale
Award for Outstanding Service.
In presenting Ray as the 18th Hale
awardee, Headmaster Ellis Haguewood
referenced the “honor roll” of past recipients: “It sounds like a who’s who,” he said.
“People like … Mary Nell Easum, rightly
the very first honoree. Willie Hollinger.
Jerry Peters. Bobby Alston. Rick Broer.
Andy Saunders. This year’s winner is right
up there with those greats.”

Barry Ray, second from right, was honored with the 2016 Jean Barbee Hale Award for Outstanding Service, and several family members were on hand to celebrate: from left, Ray’s
daughter-in-law Stephanie Crump, wife Patti Ray, and brother-in-law Curtis Person, Jr.

As a young college graduate of Sewanee: The University of the South, Ray
was hired in 1978 by former Headmaster
Col. Ross M. Lynn, who was looking for a

social studies teacher and someone who
could coach. Ray did just that, teaching
Lower School social studies up until 1996
and assisting with track, baseball, wrestling,

Greer Published in Sherlockian Collection		
Among the contributors to the recently
published Sherlock Holmes: Behind the
Canonical Screen is Tim Greer, instructor 		
in English and Fine Arts and director of
theater. His chapter, titled “Granada’s Sherlock
Holmes: A Retrospection,” is a behind-thescenes look at the making of the 1984-1994
British television series starring Jeremy Brett
as the great detective. Greer’s was the only
chapter to be commissioned especially for
the book.
Published in 2015 by BSI Press and edited
by Lyndsay Faye and Ashley Polasek, the
collection provides a record of presentations
at a 2012 conference of the same name, held
at the UCLA School of Theater, Film and

Television. The conference covered a broad
range of Sherlockian film topics, and the 23
contributors, drawn from academia and the
entertainment industry, included such notables as film director John Landis (The Blues
Brothers) and novelist, screenwriter, and film
director Nicholas Meyer (Star Trek II: The
Wrath of Khan).
Greer holds a Beacon Award for education,
two Memphis theater awards, and the 2014
Morley-Montgomery Award for best article
of the year in The Baker Street Journal. He is
a member of the Giant Rats of Sumatra, the
Sherlock Holmes Society of London, and the
Baker Street Irregulars.

For more information visit BakerStreetJournal.com (Recent Publications).
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and football.
“Back in the old days, when Jake
Rudolph was our head coach, he essentially had two assistants,” Haguewood said.
“Bobby Alston did offense, and Barry took
care of defense.
“We’ve come a long way since those
days!”
It has indeed been some time since
those days, when Ray and Alston, each
still single when they first joined the staff,
briefly shared an apartment and commenced
a lifelong friendship. Ray went on to enjoy
wide success throughout his numerous Owl
coaching stints, and he cites his work with
the 1985 state championship football team
as one of his fondest memories. Today, Ray
is a regular presence in the Stokes Stadium
press box, providing radio and webcast
color commentary for football games.
Needless to say, Coach Ray – as he is
best known by the hundreds upon hundreds
of students he has coached or taught – has
also made a name for himself as an educator
and a leader during his tenure. He helmed
the Lower School beginning in 1990 after
the death of long-time principal John
Springfield and became the leader of the
Upper School in 1996.
With an unwavering loyalty to the

mission of the school, Ray is known for
his trustworthiness and dedication, and for
the calm, measured, and respectful tone he
brings to all his interactions. As Instructor
in History Jonathan Large describes him,
Ray is “a gentleman and a scholar” with
sterling character.
Ray has led MUS in Europe trips,
taken prospective families on campus tours,
guided new student orientation sessions,
written columns for the school magazine,
and even performed on the Hyde Chapel
stage in 2010 as Buffalo Bill Cody in Annie
Get Your Gun. His stage presence may have
surprised some, although not Alston, who
has reported that Ray is an excellent dancer
and winner of the 1980 Disco Fever Dance
Contest at Montego Bay.
Ray is also recognized as a man who
loves his family and Alabama football – he
boasts an impressive collection of Crimson
Tide neckwear and other accouterments.
“Barry is a man who has done just
about everything one can do here,” Haguewood said during the Hale Award presentation. “After interviewing him, Col. Lynn
wrote on his resume, ‘good impression.’
He’s been making that kind of impression
on his colleagues, and students, and friends
of the school ever since.”

Haguewood shared thoughts from
Academic Dean Flip Eikner ’77, who
commended Ray for his ability to always
keep students’ best interests top of mind:
“He considers decisions carefully … He
is gifted in making each student feel like a
valued part of the MUS community.”
Ray was characteristically humble
in receiving the award and expressing his
appreciation to the Hale family and to his
colleagues. “I don’t know if I’m ever at loss
for words, but I am a little bit right now,”
he said. “I hope that going forward, I will
earn the right to have my name here [on this
plaque]. I’ve had the pleasure of knowing
the Hales a long time; this is quite a special
honor for me.”
Ray now has a well-deserved new
accolade to his credit, but the caption under
his photo in The Owl 2001 yearbook still
sums him up perfectly: “Mr. Ray: Administrator, Coach, History Teacher, and allaround good guy.”
Ben Hale endowed the Jean Barbee Hale
Award for Outstanding Service in honor of
his wife upon her retirement in 1998. She
was a valued member of the staff for 24
years. The Hales’ three sons attended MUS:
Scott ’78, Dennis ’80, and Steve ’84.

Upper School Bids Farewell to McAmis, Welcomes Haney
Kim McAmis, esteemed registrar and
invaluable member of the Upper School
Office, moved to Franklin, TN, this summer
to accept a position as registrar at Montgomery Bell Academy, where she will be closer
to her family. McAmis came to the school
five years ago from the Memphis Public
Library and became a significant part of the
technology efforts here, most notably with
student scheduling, rosters, student data,
enrollment, and grade reports. She endeared
herself to everyone with her hard work, reliability, sweet spirit, and ability to tackle any
task with grace and efficiency. As Academic
Dean Flip Eikner ’77 described, McAmis
has been “great company and a wonderful
friend, tenacious in proving that no problem is insurmountable, generous-hearted in

From left, Kim McAmis and Pam Haney

concern for her colleagues, fastidious in her
attention to accuracy, and ever cheerful.”
Pam Haney joined the staff as our new
registrar in July. She spent 30 years with

Shelby County Schools, where she began
her career as a teacher, then gradually
moved into supervisory/administrative work
as a curriculum technology specialist, then
as an instructional support analyst, and most
recently as a teacher and supervisor of those
who evaluate teachers. She brings experience and skill in technology integration, in
maintaining and managing online systems,
and in training and supporting users in the
use of online systems. During her county schools tenure she worked in various
schools and county administrative offices,
including the Technology Department,
the Division of Talent Management, the
Academics Office, and the Department of
Teacher and Leader Effectiveness.We
are pleased to welcome her to our staff.
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Chamberlain Named State Coach of the Year

Friday, September 30
Alumni Golf Scramble, Links at
Galloway, 8 a.m. shotgun start
Pep Rally in Hyde Chapel, 9:30 a.m.
School tours to follow if
there is interest.
Dedication of Jacob
Courtnay Rudolph Plaza at
Stokes Stadium, 4 p.m.
Homecoming Dinner in the Campus
Center, 5 p.m. (Alumni celebrating
featured reunion years and their
families are guests of MUS. Others:
$10 adults, $5 children 10 and under)
Homecoming Game: MUS vs. SBA
on Hull-Dobbs Athletic Field, 7 p.m.

Saturday, October 1
50th Reunion Lunch for the Class
of 1966 at MUS, noon
Individual reunion parties for class
years ending in 6 and 1
1961, 1966, 1971, 1976, 1981, 1986,
1991, 1996, 2001, 2006, 2011

Contact your class rep
for more information on all
events or check the website

musowls.org
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The United States Professional Tennis Association named
Phil Chamberlain its first Tennessee High School Coach
of the Year. Chamberlain coaches the varsity tennis team
along with Head Coach Bill Taylor and serves as head
coach of the Hutchison School varsity team. In 2015, MUS
claimed a third consecutive state tennis title; this year, the
team finished as the runner-up at the state tournament in
Murfreesboro.
The USPTA Committee presented Chamberlain with the
award in February during the Memphis Open professional
tennis tournament at The Racquet Club of Memphis.
Chamberlain has been a tennis coach for MUS for nearly
eight years, and he serves as the director of the DunavantWellford Tennis Center. From 1978-2008 he was the director of tennis at The Racquet
Club of Memphis, and from 1999-2005 he was the head tennis coach at University
of Memphis.

Jonakin Takes
Part-Time Role
Bebe Jonakin,
director of counseling
since 2002, has
stepped down from
that role, but she will
continue to serve
as counselor for the
senior class two days
a week.
Headmaster
Ellis Haguewood said he is pleased
that Jonakin is staying on to share her
expertise and compassion with seniors.
“I have long appreciated Mrs. Jonakin’s
dedicated service to MUS and to the
many students and parents over the years
who have relied on her for guidance
and assistance, often during extremely
difficult circumstances,” he said. “She
loves this school, supports all student
activities, and provides a source of 		
great strength for students.”

Abrahams
Named Director
of Counseling
Joe Abrahams ’96
has been named
director of counseling,
replacing Bebe
Jonakin. Since coming
to MUS in 2012,
Abrahams has served
as director of academic
support, organizing,
consolidating, and
overseeing efforts to help students who
need academic encouragement and
assistance. After earning his bachelor’s
degree at Auburn University, he received
an M.A.T. in secondary mathematics from
the University of Memphis. In May he
received the Education Specialist Degree
(Ed.S.) in School Counseling from the
University of Memphis. Before coming
to MUS, he was the director of education
at Fournier Learning Strategies for five
years and a mathematics instructor,
after-school tutor, and head basketball
coach at Treadwell Middle School 		
for three years.

STUDENT LAUDS

Swimmer Alex Robinson
Makes Olympic Trials

Alex Robinson,
right, and Memphis
Redbirds pitcher
Alex Reyes
Photo courtesy of
Memphis Redbirds

Alex Robinson ’17 qualified for the
2016 U.S. Olympic Trials in swimming in
the 100-meter backstroke. He competed
against other qualifiers in the first round
heat this summer at the trials in Omaha,
NE. In recognition of his accomplishment,
Robinson had the opportunity to throw out
the honorary first pitch before the Memphis
Redbirds - Iowa Cubs game at AutoZone
Park in June. (Read more about Owls in
Olympic Trials in Class News, page 40.)

Darius Cowan Earns NCTE
Writing Award

English Department Chair Elizabeth Crosby,
right, presented Darius Cowan with the
NCTE 2016 Achievement Award for Superior
Writing during chapel May 9.

The National Council of Teachers
of English named Darius Cowan ’17 a
winner of the national 2016 Achievement
Award for Superior Writing. Only three
students from Tennessee were selected as
winners in the competition. Cowan wrote
an argumentative essay in a creative form,
which he submitted along with a short story.
The creative argument, titled “Rue,” was

recently published in the school’s literary
magazine, The MUSe.
According to English Department Chair
Elizabeth Crosby, Cowan’s submissions
were worthy of recognition. “Darius is an
outstanding student, and I look forward
to seeing his writing talent continue to
develop,” Crosby said.

Latin Students Earn
Ninth State Title
For the ninth
consecutive year,
the Owls finished in
first place overall at
the annual Tennessee
Junior Classical
League State
Convention. Some
500 students from 33
Instructor in Latin
schools participated
Ryan Sellers proudly
in the competition
displays the team’s
at the University of
first-place trophy.
Memphis, and the
Owls won with an
overall score of 1,358.
“We are very proud of our 49 students
who participated and conducted themselves
with integrity,” Instructor in Latin Ryan
Sellers said.
Five of the top 10 individual scorers in
convention competition were from MUS:
Jackson Moody ’18 with 114 points,
Chang Yu ’18 with 108 points, Ethan
Hurst ’19 with 78 points, Patton Orr ’16
with 69 points, and Reid Chandler ’20 with
55 points.
In addition two students took home
Academic Best of Show awards: Dylan
Echlin ’16 in Grammar 2-6 and Patrick
Murphy ’16 in Vocabulary.
In the chariot race, a favorite tournament
event, the team finished in second place,
losing by .03 seconds.
“We’ll work on closing this gap next
year,” Sellers said.
Headmaster Ellis Haguewood praised
the students and instructors for their
continuing dedication. “Even though
this is our ninth consecutive win, the
team stays hungry every year for a state
championship.”

LAX Owls Capture Fifth
State Title in Six Years

Eager to bring back the state trophy to
its rightful place in Humphreys Hall after
killing a four-year title run against McCallie
last year, the lacrosse team did not lack
motivation. Varsity Head Coach Elliott
Dent and assistants Whit Tenent ’00 and
Buck Towner ’07 challenged the squad
early in the season, and it paid off in the end
with another state championship win.
“We took the program on the road in
some very competitive games early,” Tenent
said. “They did a great job in rising to the
challenge throughout Spring Break, and
this experience molded the team into a very
competitive group.”
After a rough 0-3 start, the Owls rallied
to clinch every game for the remainder of
the year, ending with a 15-3 record and
picking up the regional championship along
the way to the playoffs.
The squad faced a tough test from
Montgomery Bell Academy in the state
championship game, but the Owls kept up
the pressure and took the win with a score
of 12-6 over the Big Red. Key contributors
to this team included Class of 2016 players
Jackson Dickinson, Gil Humphreys,
Winn Medlock, Wilson Pisahl, William
Rantzow, Trammel Robinson, Swep
Wallace, and juniors Cade Klawinski and
Louis Wittenberg.
“We challenged the boys in everything
they did as a team, from early season
training to maintaining high academic
demands,” Tenent said. “This group left a
mark on the program, and we look forward
to the underclassmen carrying those
experiences into the following years.”
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’60
After retiring C.D. Smith has
now been called back to the
Medical University of South
Carolina, a Level 1 trauma
hospital in Charleston, where
for many years he has treated newborn children needing
surgery. A shortage of doctors
in his specialty has postponed
considerably his retirement.
Ned Smith is still enjoying
retirement and, with his captain’s license, is involved as
an officer in two area boating
organizations. He has raced his
sailboat and regularly crews
with the Pickwick Sailing and
Cruising Association. Sandra
and Ned also enjoy participating
in boat shows with their antique
1960 Chris Craft – Belle, which
has been in the family since
new – in the Dixieland Chapter
of the Antique and Classic Boat
Society.
From Alex Wellford: “Archie
McLaren started a lot of chatter
among classmates when he
recently sent around a photo
of his assistant and himself
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with Pattie Boyd, ex-wife of
both George Harrison and Eric
Clapton. Speaking of pictures,
the Memphis Bar Association
recently hung over 90 portraits of past presidents of the
Memphis Bar but were missing
pictures of William Randolph
and Wassell Randolph, who
served as presidents from 1880
to 1921. When Wassell was
elderly, he hit hundreds of tennis
balls to grandson, Carl Olsen,
almost daily. Olsen had good
portraits of both his grandfather
and great-grandfather to help
finish the collection.
“This spring Kent Ingram
(Razorback Construction Co.)
was inducted into the Arkansas
Construction Hall of Fame. He
was pleased but remarked, in
response to Met Crump’s congratulations, ‘Well, it’s not the
Baseball Hall of Fame, but
it is nice at this point in my
life.’ Kent played second and
third base on the MUS baseball team, subbing at shortstop
whenever Jimmy Haygood
moved from that position to
pitch. It brought to mind one of
Coach Thorn’s favorite stories,
when with two outs in the last

inning and MUS trailing by
three runs, Haygood (unlike
Casey at the bat) hit a grandslam home run. Unfortunately,
in fielding a ground ball for
the routine third out, the MUS
infielder reached down and
threw a clod of dirt to first base
instead of the ball, and MUS
lost. Asked if he was the infielder, Kent said, ‘They took me
out for a runner in the top half
of the inning because I had hurt
my knee.’ Surely neither Kent
nor any other of our classmates
would have booted that ball;
the unnamed goat was from the
class below.”

’62
From Jerry Bradfield: “We
finally caught up with Sallie and
Gary Ford in their beautiful
home in Signal Mountain, TN.
It was a rainy day in early June,
but worth it to have a nice visit
in their home overlooking the
mountains of East Tennessee.
High ceilings and windowed
walls create an open feeling of
being outdoors in every room.
A nice loft adds to the effect,
and the beautiful and exotic

furnishings are almost like
visiting foreign countries! They
have found a wonderful spot to
enjoy their retirement years, and
we hope to drop back in when
we have more time to visit and
check out the interesting barn
out back!
“Canon and Jamie Hall joined
us for a fun night at the Alliance
Française de Memphis annual
happy hour reunion at Ecco
restaurant in Midtown. A large,
eclectic crowd enjoyed French
conversation on the screenedin porch out back. Wine and
delicious small plates kept
everyone in a festive mood.
Afterward, the four of us enjoyed a good meal at Tug’s on
Mud Island where we watched
the sun set over the river. Canon
shared some interesting stories
about her St. Mary’s Class of
’63, whose members held a
mini-reunion near Destin, FL,
for a week in May.”
The University of Tennessee
bestowed an honorary degree on
Fred Smith in May. Smith was
the commencement speaker for
UT Haslam College of Business.

CLASS NEWS

’63
The recently renovated rose
garden at Memphis Botanic
Garden was made possible by
John Canale in honor of his
late father, who was a rose
gardener. The garden is now
officially known as the John
D. Canale, Jr. Rose Garden.

’65
Casey Bowlin, Bruce Hopkins
’68, and Scott Crosby ’82 are
officers on the board of directors
for Trezevant Manor.

’66
At this point you should have
made your plans to join us
in Memphis the weekend of
September 30 for our 50th reunion. Among other events, we
will all be honored at a luncheon

SUMMER 2016

to recognize our milestone in
addition to recognizing our own
Chuck Smith as the school’s
Alumnus of the Year. Get your
golf group together and let Ann
Laughlin (ann.laughlin@
musowls.org) in the alumni
office know what events you
plan to attend.

’67

Bobby Davis maintains his high
school Owl physique!

John Callison is leaving
Vanderbilt after 41 years in the
legal department as general
counsel and has joined Latitude
Legal in order to reduce his
workload and spend more time
with his grandchildren.

From Hank Shelton: “Terry,
I’ve enjoyed reading your Stay
in Touch emails. As for me, I
just completed my 40th year
of law practice in Memphis,
mainly helping businesses
and banks solve the problem
of what to do when there isn’t
quite enough money to go
around. Ruthann and I will soon
celebrate 42 years of marriage.
We live about a half-mile from
my childhood home, attend
the same church, still hang out
with people I’ve known all my
life, and frequently run into
classmates and other MUS

’68
First Tennessee named Bruce
Hopkins chairman of the West
Tennessee Region banking
operations.

grads. We have four children:
Carrie, an assistant DA here;
Clay ’97, a restaurant manager
in Hawaii; Wes ’99, an Army
infantry officer; and Penny, an
economic development manager in North Alabama. We also
have four-and-a-half grandchildren. Clay and Wes went to
MUS, while Carrie and Penny
attended St. Mary’s (where our
one Memphis grandchild is in
kindergarten). Life is good.”

’71
Tom Jones is thrilled that he
will resume the role of employee now that his son, Will, is
buying his dental practice.

’73
Vicki and Bob Lafferty
celebrated their 42nd wedding
anniversary in May.

Photo by Aerial Innovations

’60
The Crump Firm, led by
Chairman and CEO Met
Crump, received two Building Memphis Awards earlier
this year from the Memphis
Business Journal for
the firm’s designs of The
Halloran Centre (Best Private
Project over $10M) pictured
here and Enoble Business
Capital (Best Renovation or
Conversion Project over $5M).
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A Portrait of the Most
Interesting Man in the World
Faculty Emeritus Terry Shelton, revered instructor in English
from 1978 until 2015, is the latest faculty member to have a
portrait commissioned in his honor. His portrait will be painted
by Chris Saper and will hang permanently in the Dining Hall.
Be on the lookout for more information on the portrait unveiling
reception, which will be scheduled in October.

SUMMER 2016

George T.
“Buck”
Lewis of
the law
firm Baker
Donelson
has received
the William
Reece
Smith, Jr. Special Services
to Pro Bono Award from the
National Association of Pro
Bono Professionals. The Reece
Smith Award is presented to
an individual who has made
positive impacts on the institutions or systems providing pro
bono legal services. Lewis was
recognized for his work chairing
the American Bar Association
Standing Committee on Pro
Bono and Public Service project, ABAFreeLegalAnswers.
org, the country’s first national
online pro bono website. The
site, which will launch in 40
states in August, is based on
OnlineTNJustice.org, a statewide site launched in Tennessee
in 2011. OnlineTNJustice.org
has responded to more than
12,500 questions with the
assistance of 500 lawyer volunteers. Lewis is past chair of
the Tennessee Supreme Court’s
Access to Justice Commission,
past president of the Tennessee
Bar Association, and past chair
of the American Red Cross
Mid-South Chapter.
Bob Loeb was one of three
new inductees into the Society
of Entrepreneurs this spring.
Montgomery Martin
Contractors, founded in 1995
by Montgomery Martin, was
a finalist in the Memphis
Business Journal’s Small
Business Awards in the Large
Businesses category.
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Pope “Mac” McCorkle was
involved in a national contest
for “Name of the Year.” It was
staged in head-to-head competitions in a round of eight,
then four, and finally two last
contenders, as the public 		
voted online through
nameoftheyear.com. Mac
requested voting support from
his old classmates and actually
won the title of 2016 Name of
the Year. He credits the spirited
support from the Class of 		
1973 as the edge that brought
him victory.

’74
Baker Donelson CEO Ben
Adams received the Lifetime
Achievement Award in the
Memphis Business Journal’s
inaugural Best of the Bar awards
in April. Adams joined Baker
Donelson in 1981 upon graduating from Vanderbilt University
School of Law and has been
chairman and CEO since 2003.
The Best of the Bar awards
honor the top legal minds in the
area. In other news, for the seventh time Baker Donelson also
made Fortune magazine’s list
of the 100 Best Companies to
Work For. As reported in Inside
Memphis Business, Adams said
that being on the list, “is an
objective outside measurement
that we have a great culture.”

’76
Cardiologist Keith Anderson
was installed as president of the
Tennessee Medical Association.
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’78

’83

’86

George Sousoulas has joined
Stephens Inc. as senior vice
president and branch manager
for the Memphis office.

Brian Sullivan, founder of
Sullivan Branding, received
two gold awards and one silver
award for his agency’s work at
the annual ADDY awards this
spring.

First Tennessee named Bo
Allen president of the West
Tennessee region banking
operations.

’80
Archival color prints by
Huger Foote were on exhibit
this spring at the David Lusk
Gallery.

’82
Doug Carpenter and Michael
Tauer ’95 teamed up again
with their Tennessee Brewery
Untapped project partners to
open Loflin Yard in the South
End area of Downtown in April.
Also this spring, Carpenter’s
agency, DCA, took home
honors at the local ad industry’s
49th annual ADDY awards,
winning Best of Apparel, Best
of Guerrilla Marketing, and five
gold and four silver awards.

Steve Threlkeld and John T.
Fisher each had an honoree to
celebrate at The Commercial
Appeal Academic All-Stars luncheon this spring. Threlkeld’s
son, Colin ’16, was the overall
winner in social sciences and
history, and Fisher’s daughter,
Madeleine, was the overall
winner in drama and speech.

’84
Michael Peeler is senior managing director with Metropolitan
Bank in Memphis.

’85

Brad Conder is now with John
Green & Company Realtors in
Collierville. He remains with
his collections company, United
Capital Recovery.
Wesley Grace is now
managing partner at SEACAP
Financial in Memphis, providing merger and acquisition and
capital raising advisory services
to businesses.
Brian Israel was recently
named head of the environmental practice group at Arnold
& Porter in Washington, DC.
Brian served as lead environmental counsel to BP after the
Deepwater Horizon oil spill and
has been representing clients
at large environmental sites
across the country (including
a couple in Tennessee). He has
two daughters in college (Tufts
University and Clark College)
and a son in 10th grade, and
while enjoying life in DC, he
misses Memphis and visits
many times a year.

Owen Tabor ’85 was honored
with the Lee Murray Spirit
Award at the annual Jake
Rudolph All-Sports Banquet in
April. Tabor has served as team
physician for the football Owls
since 1999. This award, established in memory of Carter Lee
Murray ’94, is given annually
to a member of the MUS community who exemplifies school
spirit and leadership.

Andy McArtor is splitting
his time between being a B767
captain/instructor/evaluator
and being president of the 		
board and head coach for
Memphis Gridiron Ministries
(mgmfootball.org). Since he’s
an empty nester in the fall, he
warns that he just might link up
with Chad Parker and begin
unannounced home visits
across the country!

Ted Miller has joined SunTrust
Bank as a senior vice president
in the commercial banking
group.

’89
Cameron Jehl founded his
own law firm in August 2013.
Based in Memphis, Jehl Law
Group focuses on nursing
home abuse and neglect litigation and has cases all across
Tennessee and the Mid-South,
including Arkansas, Kentucky,
Mississippi, and Missouri. Jehl
Law Group also has experience
with personal injury, medical
malpractice, products liability,
and admiralty and maritime
cases. With years of experience
in civil litigation, Cameron and
the other attorneys at Jehl Law
Group have been very successful, and the firm is growing.
Cameron’s cousin and fellow
alumnus Mathew Jehl ’09
is a clerk at the firm and will
start law school in the fall at
the University of Memphis.
Cameron and his wife, Amanda,
have two children, Cameron, 8,
and Madeleine, 13.
Marc Kesselman has been
chief legal officer, general
counsel, and corporate secretary
at Yum! Brands since February
2016. Prior to that, he served
as executive vice president,
general counsel, and corporate
secretary at Dean Foods.
Alex Wellford is a partner with
RKA Construction specializing
in residential homebuilding
and remodeling. He and Shea
still live in Memphis with their
two Jack Russells, Millie and
Baxter.
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Huff Creating Recovery Center

’91

Lee Huff ’93 is raising funds to establish a drug and alcohol
detox and recovery center in Savannah, GA, which will serve the
poorest of the Savannah addict community through a nonprofit he
created called Firing Line of Life.

Trey Block is corporate controller at OrbiMed, a healthcare
fund management company in
New York City.

“These individuals have no food and drink, no clothing, no
friends, no future, and no hope,” Huff says. “They are dying in
the streets with every passing day and need our help desperately.
The alcohol, heroin, and crystal methamphetamine epidemic
sweeping the country is having some crushing and devastating
effects on the souls and lives of God’s children here in Savannah.
Firing Line of Life is a nonprofit I established with three others
to effectively combat the afflicted population with a physical
and, more importantly, spiritual solution to their malady. My
board members and I are a deeply rooted part of the recovery
community in southeast Georgia. We have the training, bravery,
willingness, and skills to wage war on this scourge, but we lack
financial resources to be fully effective on a large scale. Please
consider donating whatever you can to our cause. There is no
more important call to action in our world right now. Mail your
ridiculously large check to the address below. Peace and love to
you and your families and God bless you for your consideration.”

In April the State Legislature
confirmed Tennessee Gov.
Bill Haslam’s appointment of
Memphis lawyer Ross Dyer to
the Tennessee Court of Criminal
Appeals, Western Section.

Firing Line of Life Inc.: 2 Canticle Ln., Savannah, GA 31411;
912-677-9971; gofundme.com/firinglineoflife

’93

Kenneth Koleyni is the
executive vice president for
strategic development at
Spartan Race, which he says
has emerged as the world’s
largest obstacle racing company
with operations in more than
25 countries. Their new competition reality show, Spartan:
Ultimate Team Challenge is
being produced by the makers
of America Ninja Warrior and
premiered on NBC in June.

Alumni joined forces on Team Subaru in the 35th Annual Outdoors Inc.
Canoe and Kayak Race in June. Pictured from left are Tyler Benitone ’93,
Gil Uhlhorn ’93, Jack Irvine ’93, Brent Westbrook, Trevor Benitone ’91,
Pat Hopper ’89, and Paul LeMay. Kirby May ’94 and Scott May were also
on site, handling safety boat duties. Despite strong efforts by these team
members, none were able to out-row K.C. Horne ’92, who found a spot
on the podium.
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“Would love for people to tune
in,” Koleyni says. nbc.com/
spartan-ultimate-team-challenge
Jonathan Magallanes’
restaurant, Las Tortugas Deli
Mexicana, was a competitor in
The Commercial Appeal’s Great
Memphis Sandwich Showdown.

’94
Duncan Galbreath has been
promoted to the role of manager of commercial banking in
Memphis for First Tennessee
Bank.
Ryan Prewitt was up from
New Orleans in April and
joined forces with fellow chefs
Bond Phillips ’95 and Chris
Ramezanpour ’94 to participate in Le Bon Appetit 2016, a
gourmet benefit for Le Bonheur
Children’s Hospital.
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’95
Blake Bourland was recently
appointed by the mayor to the
City of Memphis Civil Service
Commission, which conducts
hearings to review disciplinary
actions by the City of Memphis
against its employees.

Fun at the Masters: pictured
from left, Lex Broyles, Gideon
Scoggin, Owen Morse, and
Chuck Gilliland in front of
Augusta National Clubhouse.
Gideon Scoggin recently joined
Financial Federal Memphis as
a senior vice president in the
commercial banking division.
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in the summer of 2017. Until
then, he will continue to serve
at Fort Benning as the executive
officer for Brigadier General
Peter L. Jones, the U.S. Army’s
Infantry Commandant.

’96
Herbert Chiang is a dermatologist with Elliot Health
System in Manchester, NH.
Board certified by the American
Board of Dermatology and
a member of the American
Academy of Dermatology, he
joined Elliot Dermatology in
2013 and practices medical and
surgical dermatology. Chiang
earned his bachelor’s in biology
at Washington University in
St. Louis, graduating universali cum honore. He continued his studies at Washington
University, completing both
his M.D. and Ph.D. degrees.
Following his transitional
internship at Mercy Hospital
in St. Louis, he returned to
Washington University to
complete his residency in
dermatology.

’97

Jamie Zanella (pictured above
with his wife, Heather) was
promoted by the U.S. Army to
the rank of lieutenant colonel in
February. He was also selected to assume command of the
2nd Battalion, 11th Infantry
Regiment at Fort Benning, GA,

Since 2012 Dave Hwang and
his wife, Janice Jin Hwang,
have been living in Guilford,
CT, where they are enjoying
life with their two kids, Theo,
5, and Julia, 3. Janice and Dave
are both assistant professors at
the Yale School of Medicine,
where he works in the division of neurocritical care and
emergency neurology. In the
past year, he was the lead editor
for a new Oxford University
Press textbook, 50 Studies Every

Neurologist Should Know,
geared toward medical students
and residents in training. He
also recently co-wrote A Guide
to Traumatic Brain Injury: The
Intensive Care Unit, a book
published by the Neurocritical
Care Society to help provide
support to families of hospitalized patients with severe
traumatic brain injury.
Rather Stanton is a co-founder
of Legal Prep Charter Academy
in Chicago.
Anna and Bob Walker live in
Durham, NC, where he is chief
operating officer of a technology startup firm. They welcomed
a daughter, Caroline Parris, on
March 29, 2016.

’98
Brown Gill, vice president
of Gill Properties, has been
appointed to the Urban Land

Institute (ULI) Memphis. ULI’s
mission is to provide leadership
in the responsible use of land
and in creating and sustaining
thriving communities worldwide.

’99
Nic Chimenti has landed a
divisional accounting role
with LEGACY Global Sports,
a fast-growing company in
Portsmouth, NH, that organizes
full-service competitive sporting
events.

’00
The play Byhalia, Mississippi 	
by Evan Linder was honored
at Chicago’s Jeff Awards in
June, earning the prize for Best
New Work, while cast member Cecelia Wingate picked
up the award for Best Actress

’00

Kevin Schubert is a
lawyer in New York
City with the law firm
McKool Smith. He has
been working in and
out of Switzerland as
part of an investigation
into undeclared offshore accounts held by
U.S. citizens at Swiss
banks. He is shown
here in front of the
Matterhorn mountain
on the Swiss-Italian
border.
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Letter Helps Make Case Against ISIS
Eric Osborne ’00 attended both Princeton Seminary and
Stanford Law School after completing his undergraduate degree
at Amherst College. In his career as an attorney, he has blended
his areas of interest by maintaining a robust pro bono practice
supporting issues of religious liberty. In early February he was
approached by the Philos Project, a New York-based nonprofit
supporting Muslim/Christian harmony in the Middle East, and
asked to write a letter on their behalf to Secretary of State John
Kerry encouraging the State Department to declare that ISIS is
committing genocide against the Iraqi Christians. Here’s Eric’s
report of what happened next:
“We ended up writing a detailed, 37-page letter making the case
that ISIS has the specific intent necessary to commit genocide.We
added other groups to the letter, including multiple aid and relief
organizations. We filed the letter March 8. It proceeded to get a lot
of press, and I went on 11 radio stations that week, including five
nationally syndicated radio shows.
“On Thursday, March 17, Secretary Kerry formally declared
that ISIS is committing genocide. This is a historic declaration.
It’s only the second time since WWII that the U.S. has made such
a declaration during an ongoing genocide. My clients called in
tears that day. No one had paid any attention to them, and now
suddenly the whole world was paying attention.
“Ours was not the only letter filed (the Knights of Columbus
filed an even lengthier and more-detailed report), and many
organizations pushed to make this happen, but all told there were
only five letters filed that I know of, and ours was one of the two
most-detailed by a wide margin. I am proud to have played a
significant role in such a historic and important declaration from
our government.”

Alumni Honored with Pinnacle Awards
In April the 15th Annual Pinnacle Awards honored the most successful commercial real estate professionals in Memphis. Named
to the 2015 Pinnacle Producers Club are Hunter Adams ’06 with
Colliers International-Memphis, Don Drinkard ’98 with CBRE,
Elliot Embry ’04 with NAI Saig, and Matt Weathersby ’96
with Cushman & Wakefield. Kelly Truitt ’81 was named Tenant
Broker of the Year in the Office Leases Category. Alumni in the
Producers Club (Life Members) are Michael Morgan ’98 and
Kelly Truitt ’81 with CBRE Group and Cary Whitehead ’68
with Boyle Investment Co.

38

l MUS TODAY SUMMER 2016

SUMMER 2016

in a Supporting Role. The play
co-premiered in four cities:
Memphis, Chicago, Toronto,
and Charleston and was picked
up by Chicago’s Steppenwolf
Theatre. Linder is a co-founder of Chicago’s The New
Colony theater collective.
Roger Soun is an associate
attorney in the Boston office
of Houser & Allison.

’01
Mark Awdeh is co-founder and
vice president of CheckedUp, a
New York-based digital healthcare company composed of
leading physicians, strategists,
mobile engineers, and designers
dedicated to one thing: changing
health care for the better. In
his spare time, he remains
involved with St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital
and was on the host committee
for the St. Jude Hope in the
Hamptons benefit event in July.

’02
Mark your calendar for Fall
2017 and stay tuned for our
15th (yes, you read that right!)
reunion details.
Bryan Clark is currently
stationed at Fort Stewart in
Savannah, GA, after 10 years
at Fort Benning.
Brett Meeks married Katherine
Kimmel of Greenwood, MS, this
spring. The couple now lives in
Washington, DC, where Brett
works as health counsel to the
Senate HELP Committee under
Chairman Lamar Alexander
of Tennessee.
Robert Rowan has a new job
as promotions producer at Fox13
in Memphis and is working
on a short film project in his
spare time.

’03

Ed Cabigao owner of South of
Beale, a gastropub in downtown
Memphis, will be opening a
fast casual restaurant in the Erin
Way Shopping Center in East
Memphis called Zaka Bowl. It’s
basically a veggie bowl version
of Chipotle, and he hopes to
have it open in August.

David Jacobson transferred to
London with Fisher Investments
in January 2016 and is the country manager for The Netherlands
and Belgium. He and his wife,
Julie, live in Wimbledon and do
their best to travel Europe every
weekend. It’s fun, and they can’t
complain!

Robert Caldwell, his wife,
Megan, and 2-year-old son,
West, have recently moved from
St. Louis to Denver where he is
practicing law at The Sawaya
Law Firm.

’05

Jay Tayloe started as an audit
manager at Watkins Uiberall in
December.

Sam Sawyer was recently
named as one of the top real

Bo Ladyman is an equity analyst with Resolution Capital in
Sydney, Australia.
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estate brokers in the country under the age of 30 by REALTOR
Magazine.
Matt Sights is a portfolio
analyst with TD Capital
Management in Memphis.

’06
Phillip DeBardeleben has
joined the tax practice group
of Frazee Ivy Davis.
Mason George is president
of IMC Global Solutions, the
family business founded by his
father in 1982. The intermodal
shipping company was featured
in a profile in the Memphis
Business Journal this spring.
Donald McClure is director,
corporate development/FP&A
at Monitronics Security. He and
his wife, Michelle, are moving
to Dallas this summer.

’07
Stephen Bowie has graduated from the UTHSC College
of Medicine. He will spend
his intern year at UT Internal
Medicine in Memphis before
beginning four years of
diagnostic radiology residency
training at Baptist Memorial
Hospital.

’08
Tucker Carr was completing his master’s degree in
finance this spring at the
McCombs School of Business
at The University of Texas at
Austin.
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Sam Goldstein founded the
company Handstand, which
crafts experiences for adventure seekers. They had 800
people participate in The SF
Hunt in San Francisco, and he
is bringing it to Seattle, DC,
Boston, and Austin in 2016.
Life for Sam is super fun, super
busy, and he’s having a blast.
handstandwith.us/thesfhunt
Nelson Graham has been promoted to math department chair
at KIPP Nashville Collegiate
High School.
William McGehee graduates
this summer from Imperial
College London with a
master’s degree in computer
science.

’09
Drew Cornaghie is in
Washington, DC, where he
works in federal human
capital consulting at Deloitte,
implementing HR, talent, and
organizational changes in
federal agencies. His current
work project has him on the
Presidential Transition Team,
building tools that will help
guide federal agencies through
the transfer of power to the
next administration postelection.

New York City Department of
Transportation where he guides
projects through the design
and construction phases. Much
of his work is in Brooklyn,
involving road redesign and
greenways.

Bliss in El Paso, TX.

Daniel Clark married Katelyn
Pohlkamp in Little Rock, AR.
He is a first lieutenant in the
U.S. Army serving as a tank
platoon leader, stationed at Fort

Harrison Martin is relocating
to Santa Monica, CA, to pursue
a job in the financial sector in
Los Angeles. He welcomes all
Owls to visit him in Cali!

Austin Magruder purchased
and is renovating an apartment
building near the University of
Memphis. Watch for Tiger Flats
to open in the fall of 2016.

’08

Malcolm Wood has moved to Sumba,
Indonesia, to serve as the communications
manager and permaculture director for
Sumba Hospitality Foundation. The aim
of the foundation is to provide hospitality
and agricultural development education
for young and underprivileged students.
Sumba has a unique animist culture and is
one of the poorest islands in Indonesia.

Carl Krausnick was elected
president of the Student Bar
Association at Washington
and Lee University, Class of
2017.

’10
Joseph Amagliani is a capital project manager for the
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Owls Compete at Olympic Trials

Matt Montsinger
graduated from SMU with
his master’s degree in
accounting.

Four Owl athletes vied for spots on the 2016 U.S. Olympic Team
in swimming and track and field this summer.

Stanford decathlete Harrison Williams ’14
qualified for the 2016 U.S. Olympic Track
and Field Trials and competed in Eugene,
OR, in July. Despite a promising start in
early events, he fell short at the end, finishing 15th with 6,951 points. (Read more
about Williams’ season on page 52.)

University of Georgia swimmer Pace Clark
’13 qualified for the 2016 U.S. Olympic
Swimming Trials and swam all the way to
the finals of the men’s 200-meter butterfly,
placing sixth with a time of 1:56.66. (He
raced against 22-time Olympic medalist
Michael Phelps, who won with a time of
1:54.84.) Clark also competed in the first
round of the men’s 100-meter butterfly at
the trials, held in Omaha, NE, in June. This
was a second Olympic shot for Clark, who
fell in the first round four years ago.
Swimmer Crews Wellford ’12, also a qualifier for the 2012 and 2016 U.S. Olympic
Trials, competed again in Omaha, NE, in
the first round of the men’s 100-meter and
200-meter backstroke. Wellford graduated
from the University of Alabama in May.

Rising senior Alex Robinson ’17 also qualified for the U.S.
Olympic Trials in swimming and competed in the first round of
the men’s 100-meter backstroke. (Read more about Robinson in
Student Lauds, page 31.)
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Princeton graduate Will Taylor,
pictured above with his parents,
earned his master’s degree in
physics from Brown University
in May. He will remain at
Brown for another three to four
years to complete his Ph.D. and
continue his research on dark
matter as a member of the LUX
(Large Underground Xenon)
dark matter experiment. He was
also inducted into the Sigma Xi
Scientific Research Society, of
which Albert Einstein and some
200 other Nobel Prize winners
have been members.

’11
Forrest Baty is back in
Memphis and has joined
Raymond James as an
investment banking analyst.
Jordan Keesee earned a master’s degree in management
in May from the Wake Forest
University School of Business.
He received his undergraduate
degree in 2015 from Furman
University.
After graduating from the
University of Tennessee, Jason
Manis moved to Atlanta, GA,
and joined SunTrust Bank’s
wholesale development program, focusing on leadership
in commercial banking and
commercial real estate lending. Upon completion of the
program in May, he took a
position with SunTrust in the
commercial banking division as
a strategy analyst.

’12
John Grayson graduated with
distinction from the University
of Virginia. Following graduation he begins as an investment
banking analyst for Raymond
James in Atlanta.
Michael Green completed a
dual-degree program at Lehigh
University in computer science
and business and classical civilization. His next stop is New
York University, where he will
be studying artificial intelligence in pursuit of his Ph.D.
He says the research involves
playing video games.
Anthony Hodges graduated
from Washington and Lee with
a B.S. in physics. His next step
is to attend Georgia State’s
Ph.D. program for nuclear
physics this fall.
Ben Still is a financial services
representative with The Partners
Group in Memphis.

’13
Jarrett Jackson was elected
to serve as president of the
Howard University College
of Arts and Sciences Honors
Association for the coming
school year. He spent 10 days
in Ghana this summer on a
research and service learning
trip to Accra, Kumasi, and Cape
Coast, and he also worked for
the second summer in a row at
the National Institutes of Health
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in finance. He is enrolled in the
five-year master of accounting
program.

Director of College Counseling B.K. Smith reconnected with
Owls now attending the University of Miami. Flashing the U,
from left, are Jared Ashkenaz ’13, Smith, Cole Stockstill ’14,
and Aditya Shah ’14.
(NIH) as an associate investigator. In late summer he will be in
Guadalajara, Spain, to participate in a pre-medical internship
known as the Atlantis Project,
which gives undergraduates the
opportunity to shadow physicians in Spanish hospitals and
learn more about inner workings of European health care
systems. Jackson has already
received a one-year job offer

from the NIH upon graduation
from Howard. “My plan at this
point is to get accepted into the
medical school of my choice
and then defer the year to give
me the opportunity to continue
working on my project. I hope
all is well, and go, Owls!”
Ryan Mayzell is a student in
the Freeman School of Business
at Tulane University, majoring

Daniel McGowan, a senior at
Rhodes College, is a member of
Kappa Alpha Order. He serves
on the Honor Council and as an
RA while focusing on his major
of neuroscience.

’14
The Commercial Appeal
reports that Blake Bennett has
signed to play baseball at the
University of Memphis.
Jeremy Boshwit, a junior
at American University in
Washington, DC, interned this
spring for the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee. After
spending the summer working in Wisconsin, Jeremy will
return to school where he will

serve as president of SAE
Fraternity.
Berry Brooks has been
elected president of the Sigma
Chi Fraternity chapter at the
University of Missouri.
Tully Dicken is a mechanical engineering major at the
University of Kentucky. He
spent the summer of 2016 in
Pamplona, Spain, studying
renewable energy.
After earning Regional Field
Athlete of the Year for the
indoor season, Rhodes sophomore Renn Eason added to his
accomplishments by earning
Southern Athletic Association
Field Athlete of the Year for the
outdoor season. Eason displayed
his jumping dominance at the
2016 Championships to capture
Field Athlete of the Year honors.

Tennessee junior first baseman Jordan Rodgers earned
SEC Player of the Week honors in early April after
hitting .400 over five games with a team-best 11 RBI
and a natural cycle effort vs. No. 12-ranked Kentucky.
He became just the third Tennessee Volunteer in history
to hit for the cycle, accomplishing the feat in order
(single, double, triple, home run), and is now the only
Volunteer to ever hit for the cycle in an SEC game for
Tennessee on Rocky Top.

Photo by Adam Lau/Knoxville News Sentinel

’13
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MILESTONES

MARRIAGES
Allen Hughes ’81 to Shelly
Hayden on July 3, 2016
Jeff Murray ’95 to Mary
Catherine Hall on December
5, 2015
Nic Chimenti ’99 to Hannah
Roerick on June 18, 2016
Brett Meeks ’02 to Katherine
Kimmel on April 9, 2016
Todd Jean-Pierre ’04 to
Kathleen Wade on February
14, 2016
Brent Phillips ’05 to Liz
Cunningham on April 16, 2015
Hunter Adams ’06 to Carly
Taylor on July 23, 2016
William Ware ’07 to Tara
Hallie Tighe on June 18, 2016
Owen Mercer ’08 to Sarah
Bellott on May 14, 2016
Daniel Clark ’10 to Katelyn
Pohlkamp on December 19,
2015
Jeff Daniel ’11 to Teresa
Hendrix on April 2, 2016

BIRTHS
Anna Kathryn and Hank
Word ’93, a daughter, Anna
Evangeline “Evie,” born April
7, 2016
Marianna and Hunt Taylor
’94, a daughter, Holland Ault,
born May 13, 2016

Bethany and Robert Dow ’96,
a son, Overton Harris, born
April 12, 2016
Anna and Bob Walker ’97, a
daughter, Caroline Parris, on
March 29, 2016
Ashley and Jason Lewin ’98,
a daughter, Lily Belle, born
May 29, 2016
Mandy and Whit Tenent ’00,
a daughter, Charlotte Canale,
born April 28, 2016
Holly and Devin LaBarreare
’01, twins, David Wade and
Jack Lyle, born March 5, 2016
Chancey and Tread
Thompson ’01, a son, Frank
Philips, born May 3, 2016
Jami and Adam Lazarov ’02,
a daughter, Sonia Hadley
“Soni,” born April 1, 2016
Megan and Greg Sossaman
’02, a daughter, Amelia Gray
“Millie,” born January 15,
2016
Sarah and Steve Vogel ’03,
a daughter, Caroline Reed,
born June 8, 2016
Dorothy and John Collier ’04,
a son, John Stuart IV “Johnny,” born June 14, 2016
Katie and Andrew Hooser
’04, a son, Howard Stanley
George, born June 1, 2016

DEATHS

Frank Robert
Stubblefield ’74
May 5, 2016
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William Bruce
Robertson ’80
May 2, 2016

Hoyt “Chip” Parks, Jr.
MUS math instructor
and coach, 1989-1991
December 24, 2015

Former LAX Owls are on the field together again as players
at Sewanee; from left, Hayden Hunt ’15, Selby Austin ’13,
Patrick DiMento ’14, and Wil Rainer ’13
He tallied a meet-best 31.5
points and secured three
gold medals by winning the
long jump, triple jump, and
high jump. He won both
horizontal jumps in dramatic
come-from-behind fashion
to seal his award. In addition
to his success in the field, he
also secured a bronze medal
on the track as a member of
the 4x100 relay team. Eason
was declared the SAA Most
Valuable Athlete for the 2016
Championship.

department at the University
of Alabama. He’s writing
code for the data acquisition
of a direct-injection constantvolume combustion chamber.
The chamber is being used to
investigate ignition and combustion behaviors for specific
types of fuels.

Cal Edge is working as a fly
fishing guide this summer in
Maine and Wyoming with
Lillard Fly Fishing.

Walker Sims has completed his youngster year at the
United States Naval Academy.
He continued to play varsity
tennis for the Naval Academy
and was selected as the Patriot
League Athletic Conference
Scholar-Athlete of the Year
for men’s tennis as he posted
a 24-8 record in singles this
year along with a 17-6 mark
in doubles. He played at five
different positions in Navy’s
singles lineup during the
spring dual match season and
totaled a 17-4 record. That
tally included a 6-1 record
against league foes. He also
compiled an 11-3 record in

Rashaan “Marquis” Jiles,
a music student at Belmont
University, released a jazz
single this year titled, The
Way. soundcloud.com/
marquis_music/the-way
After a couple of years in New
Orleans, Doug McClew has
returned and will attend the
University of Memphis.
Dennis Parnell is an undergraduate research assistant in
the mechanical engineering

MIT student Nick Schwartz
traveled to Portugal this summer to participate in a program
that involved designing and
building jet engines.
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doubles this spring (7-1 versus
league opposition) while playing at each of the three flights.
He has a 3.77 GPA and has been
named to the Commandant’s
and Dean’s lists. This summer
he will complete the Naval
Academy’s PROTRAMID
summer training, where he
will spend a week with each
service community (Marine
Corps, Aviation, Surface
Warfare, and Submarines) in
Norfolk, VA. Then he will
intern at the National Security
Analysis Mission Area of the
Johns Hopkins Applied Physics
Laboratory.
Tulane student Tejvir Vaghela
spent a month this summer
at the London School of
Economics, followed by a semester study abroad program at
the University of Sydney.

’15
Ashish Kumar is interning with
J.P. Morgan Sales & Trading in
New York this summer.
Carlton Orange set a new
personal record of 1:46.96 in
his first 800 of the outdoor
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season this year as a freshman
at Arkansas. As a Razorback,
Orange placed inside the top
eight at both the SEC indoor
and outdoor championships. He
earned first-team indoor AllAmerica honors as the sixthplace finisher at the 2016 NCAA
Indoor Championship and
capped his first year as a qualifier for the first round of the 2016
NCAA Outdoor Championship.
He competed in the 2016
USATF Junior Championship
in Clovis, CA, in June, heading
into the national event as the
defending 800-meter champion.
This year he placed third with a
time of 1:47.87. Orange was just
.69 seconds from a 2016 IAAF
U20 World Championship berth,
crossing the finish line behind
competitor Brian Bell who
snagged the silver in 1:47.18.
Ross Redmont
is just the
eighth
University of
TennesseeMartin golfer to
earn All-Ohio
Valley Conference Newcomer
honors. Redmont emerged as
a frequent contributor for the
Skyhawks in his debut season.

Max Meyer was elected through Tulane University’s Freeman
School of Business to serve as a senator next year in the 		
undergraduate student government. He is pictured here in 		
front of the U.S. Supreme Court during a recent AIPAC policy
conference he attended in DC.

Skyhawk Head Coach Jerry
Carpenter said, “Ross is a young
man who started as a walk-on
in our program but earned a
scholarship this past spring. He
has a very bright future ahead
of him.”
Alexander Creson was hired by
Clemson University as a supplemental instructor for freshman
chemistry.

Association of Fundraising
Professionals (AFP) in
recognition of his efforts in
organizing the TEDxMemphis
conference last August. He was
nominated for this annual award
by Lower School Principal Clay
Smythe ’85. Pictured, from left,
are AFP Youth in Philanthropy
Chair Carolyn Dickens, Smythe,
Orr, and AFP Chapter President
Bonnie Hollabaugh.

University of Tennessee football
player Drew Richmond was
profiled in the Knoxville News
Sentinel in April.

’16
Alumni from the Class of 2015 during a campus visit this spring
included, from left, Richard Ouyang (Harvard), Ashish Kumar
(University of Virginia), Yunhua Zhao (Vanderbilt), and Azeez
Shala (Rhodes).

Patton Orr received the
individual 2016 Youth in
Philanthropy Award from
the Memphis chapter of the
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Owls Well Represented on Power Players List
Inside Memphis Business recognized 39 local alumni in its annual “Who’s Who in Memphis Business” Power Players issue published
in April. The individuals are listed below along with their category of recognition.
Clyde Patton ’58, president of Patton
& Taylor Construction Company: 		
Construction

Reb Haizlip ’73, principal of Haizlip
Studio: Architecture (See cover story,
page 5.)

Mott Ford ’83, vice chairman and CEO
of Commercial Bank and Trust Company:
Banking Administration

Real estate developer Henry Turley ’59,
founder of Henry Turley Company:
Business Hall of Fame

Bob Loeb ’73, president of Loeb 		
Properties: Commercial Real Estate

Brian Sullivan ’83, principal and CEO
of Sullivan Branding: Marketing and
Public Relations

Met Crump ’60, president of The Crump
Firm: Architecture
Allen Morgan ’60, co-founder and 		
chairman emeritus of Regions Morgan
Keegan: Business Hall of Fame
Pitt Hyde ’61, president of Hyde Family
Foundations and founder of AutoZone:
Business Hall of Fame
Fred Smith ’62, founder, chairman,
president, and CEO of FedEx Corporation:
Business Hall of Fame and CEOs-Local
Public Companies
Mac McKee ’65, partner and broker at
McKee and McFarland: Commercial
Real Estate
Bruce Smith ’66, member at Apperson
Crump: Employment Law
Mark Halperin ’67, executive vice
president and chief operating officer
for Boyle Investment Company: 		
Chief Operating Officers
Bill Ferguson ’68, founding partner
of ANF Architects: Architecture
John Heflin ’72, member at Bourland,
Heflin, Alvarez, Minor & Matthews:
Business Litigation Law
Henry Hutton ’72, president/dealer for
Chuck Hutton Chevrolet, Chuck Hutton
Toyota, Scion, and Mid-South Accessory
Center: Auto Dealers
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Montgomery Martin ’73, founder and
CEO of Montgomery Martin Contractors:
Construction
Nathan Bicks ’74, member at Burch, Porter
& Johnson: Business Litigation Law
Will Chase ’74, founding president
and CEO of Triumph Bank: Banking
Administration
Neely Mallory ’76, president of Mallory
Alexander International Logistics: Logistics
Johnny Pitts ’76, partner and owner of
Lipscomb & Pitts Insurance: Commercial
Insurance
Ray Brandon ’77, CEO of Brandon
Financial Planning: Financial Planning
Bob Fockler ’77, president of the 		
Community Foundation of Greater 		
Memphis: Philanthropy
Joey Schaeffer ’77, president of Wolfchase
Honda and Wolfchase Nissan: Auto Dealers
Bill Dunavant ’78, CEO and president
of Dunavant Enterprises: Logistics
Sam Graham ’80, CEO and co-founder
of Diversified Trust Company: Financial
Planning
Robin Smithwick ’80, managing principal
for Diversified Trust: Financial Planning
Doug Carpenter ’82, principal of DCA:
Marketing and Public Relations

Paul Boyle ’87, president of Boyle 		
Investment Company: Commercial 		
Real Estate
Richard Hussey ’87, chief operating
officer and principal for Southeastern Asset
Management: Chief Operating Officers
Carl Morrison ’87, shareholder at 		
Ogletree Deakins: Employment Law
Jay Keegan ’88, chairman and founder of
Bodock and president and CEO of Adams
Keegan: Employee Benefits and Staffing
Gary Wunderlich ’88, founder and CEO of
Wunderlich Securities: Investment Brokers
Darrell Cobbins ’91, president and
principal broker at Universal Commercial
Real Estate: Commercial Real Estate
Josh Poag ’91, president and CEO of Poag
Shopping Centers: Commercial Real Estate
David Waddell ’91, CEO of Waddell
& Associates: Financial Planning
John Laughlin ’92, principal, senior vice
president, and advisor at Summit Asset
Management: Financial Planning
William Tayloe ’92, president of Financial
Federal Bank: Banking Administration
John Phillips ’03, chief investment officer
at Red Door Wealth Management: Financial
Planning
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Send news to your class representative listed below
or to Ann Laughlin at ann.laughlin@musowls.org.

John Lawo..............................................johnlawo@bellsouth.net
Metcalf Crump.................................metcrump@crumpfirm.com
Alex Wellford..................................... awellford@farris-law.com
Scott May.....................................................sfmay@bellsouth.net
Jerry Bradfield..............................................jbradfi293@aol.com
Doug Ferris............................................dferris@ffcfuelcells.com
Bill Quinlen........................................................wlq1975@aol.com
Bob Heller............................................... hrheller3@comcast.net
Rick Miller......................................................rmiller634@aol.com
Chuck Smith...............................................duckhead50@aol.com
John Pettey............................ john.pettey@raymondjames.com
Bill Ferguson.....................................................................................
Terry Wilson......................................theactor@cypressusa.com
Scott Wellford.......................................... spwellford@gmail.com
Kelly McGuire...........................................klm_nmm@yahoo.com
Jimmy Ogle.................................jogle@memphisriverfront.com
Barlow Mann.............................. barlow.mann@sharpenet.com
Phil Wiygul............................................philwiygul@earthlink.net
Denby Brandon........... denbybrandon@brandonplanning.com
Joel Hobson................................ jhobson@hobsonrealtors.com
Cecil Humphreys............................ cecil@cecilhumphreys.com
Wise Jones........................................Wise.Jones@regions.com
Mark Ruleman............................. mark.ruleman@unitedcp.com
Walker Sims..........................................wsims@walkersims.com
Lee Marshall...................................... lee57marshall@gmail.com
Gib Wilson.................................... gwilson@lehmanroberts.com
Bruce Moore......................................jmoore1977@comcast.net
George Sousoulas.......................................gsous@comcast.net
Arthur Fulmer..........................................afulmer@fulmerco.com
Greg Meyer......................................gregmeyer1122@gmail.com
Mel Payne..............................................mel_payne@yahoo.com
George Skouteris.................................... skouterislaw@aol.com
Kelly Truitt....................................................kelly.truitt@cbre.com
Boyd Wade ..................................................... bwade@fcgtn.com
John Dunavant.......................... john.dunavant@dunavant.com
Craig Christenbury ...................... craig@chillconstruction.com
Jimmy Harwood....................................jeharwood4@gmail.com
Trey Jordan................................................. tjordan@jordanco.cc
Bob McEwan..................robert.mcewan@raymondjames.com
Ted Simpson............................................ted.simpson@pnfp.com
Owen Tabor .........................................................otabor@aol.com
Brad Conder.......................... brad@unitedcapitalrecovery.com
Andy McArtor................................................ andy@mcartor.com
Ted Miller...................................................... ted.miller@mac.com
Jonny Ballinger.............................jonnyballinger@hotmail.com
Bo Brooksbank...............................boandalanna@bellsouth.net
Max Painter..................................................max.painter@att.net
Fred Schaeffer.... fschaeffer@strategicfinancialpartners.com
Scott Sherman........................scott.sherman@ftnfinancial.com
Brian Eason............................................................. be@qifab.com
Philip Wunderlich............................. pwunder@wundernet.com
Trevor Benitone.................................benitonec130@yahoo.com
Darrell Cobbins................... darrell@universalcommercial.com
Chuck Hamlett..............................chuck.hamlett@versoco.com
Brandon Westbrook...............brandon.westbrook@gmail.com
Thomas Quinlen...........................................tquinlen@gmail.com
Gil Uhlhorn..........................................guhlhorn@bassberry.com
Ben Clanton......................................... bclanton@duncanw.com
Kirby May................................................ kirbymay@hotmail.com
David Bradford.......................................dbradford@ssr-inc.com
Gideon Scoggin................................ gscoggin@finfedmem.com
Will Thompson..................... wthompson@nfcinvestments.com
Nelson Cannon..............................nelsoncannon@hotmail.com
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Robert Dow.................................................mail@robertdow.com
Rusty Shappley........................................wshappley@gmail.com
Justin Grinder...................................jgrinder@grindertaber.com
Trey Jones................................................ trey.jones@ldcom.com
Michael Thompson.............................mthompsonjr@gmail.com
Erick Clifford..............................................eclifford@leadcp.com
Don Drinkard........................ Don.Drinkard@cbrememphis.com
Justin Lohman......................................... lohmanjw@yahoo.com
Richard Burt...........................................richardtburt@gmail.com
Chip Campbell..................................chip.campbell3@gmail.com
Norfleet Thompson............................................ fltbuck@aol.com
Chris Hamilton............................... hamilton@generaltruck.com
Michael Liverance.....................liverance.michael@gmail.com
Ryan Miller..................................... phillipryanmiller@gmail.com
Paul Gillespie....................................paul.t.gillespie@gmail.com
Daniel McDonell..................................... dmcdonell@gmail.com
Battle Williford.................................. battlewilliford@gmail.com
Scott Adams.............................. scott.adams@ftnfinancial.com
John Adrian................................................. jcadrian@gmail.com
Gene Bledsoe.......................... gene.bledsoe@ftnfinancial.com
Frank Langston.......................................... flangston@gmail.com
Joe Pegram...........................................jpegram@randallcg.com
Will Saxton...................................................wsaxton@gmail.com
Jamie Drinan.......................................james.drinan@gmail.com
Edward Nenon...............................................enenon@gmail.com
Henry Talbot ...................................... henry.b.talbot@gmail.com
Brad Spicer..................................... bradford.spicer@gmail.com
Kane Alber............................................... kane.alber@gmail.com
Sam Sawyer................................samhuttonsawyer@gmail.com
Hunter Adams...........................................hadams87@gmail.com
Sam Coates........................................... sampcoates@gmail.com
Chad Hazlehurst.........................................chazlehu@gmail.com
West Askew...........................................west.askew@gmail.com
Blake Cowan.............................................. jblakec89@gmail.com
Michael Cross.......................................... mscrossjr@gmail.com
Connell Hall.................................................wcchall1@gmail.com
Rhobb Hunter............................................srhunter5@yahoo.com
Jim Moore............................................ jimmoore910@gmail.com
Stephond Allmond.................... facelifefoundation@gmail.com
Hank Hill...................................................... hank4hill@gmail.com
Jake Rudolph........................................... jcrudolph4@gmail.com
Blake Hennessy.......................... blakehennessy11@gmail.com
Chase Schoelkopf......................................cschoelk@gmail.com
Scooter Taylor ............................................ ritaylor6@gmail.com
Edward Francis..........................................jfranci9@vols.utk.edu
Anthony Hodges........................................ewokking@gmail.com
Lee Marshall............................................lmarsha8@vols.utk.edu
Derrick Baber............................................jbaber1@comcast.net
Matt Bolton.......................................wmbolton@go.olemiss.edu
Jarrett Jackson.............................................jmj7851@gmail.com
James Rantzow................................jtrantzow@crimson.ua.edu
Hayden Combs............................... haydenpcombs@gmail.com
Cal Edge...................................................caledge901@gmail.com
Chris Galvin.......................................... chris.f.galvin@gmail.com
Anthony Walton ......................................awalton5@vols.utk.edu
Tom Garrott.........................................tom.garrott33@gmail.com
Kamar Mack ........................................ krm94@georgetown.edu
Joseph Preston.................................................. jpres1@ucla.edu
Connor Wright...........................connor.m.wright97@gmail.com
Nathan Dinh.......................................nathan.dinh47@gmail.com
Tim Hart....................................................... 35skates@gmail.com
Mac McArtor........................................... macmca@live.unc.edu
Trammel Robinson.................. trammelrobinson16@gmail.com
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Includes gifts received 4-13-16 – 7-26-16

GIFTS IN MEMORY
AND HONOR

Your gifts in memory of loved ones or in honor of special friends directly enable young men at MUS to receive the best
education available. Memorials to Memphis University School support the Annual Fund program. Families of those
whose memories are honored will be notified by an appropriate card with an acknowledgment to the donor. We gratefully
acknowledge the following gifts to the school:

In Memory Of
WILLIAM M. AYRES, JR. ’69
Mr. and Mrs. Byron N.
Brown IV ’97
ELIZABETH BARNETT
Mr. Perry D. Dement
Mrs. Claire K. Farmer
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood
ANNE WILLINS BROWN
Mr. and Mrs. Harry W. Wellford, Jr. ’72
REENA J. BURNETT
Mr. and Mrs. William P. Halliday III ’82
JAMES T. CARNEY ’96
Mr. and Mrs. H. Nelson Cannon, Jr. ’96
CLIFFORD EDGAR CHUBB
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood
Mrs. Jean L. Saunders
LILLIAN DOBSON DUNAVANT
Dr. and Mrs. Steven L. Akins, Sr.
Mr. Perry D. Dement
Mrs. Claire K. Farmer
Dr. Daniel F. Fisher, Jr. ’68
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence K. Jensen
Dr. Patti P. Ray and Mr. W. Barry Ray
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander W.
Wellford, Jr. ’60
Mr. and Mrs. Harry W. Wellford, Jr. ’72
JAMES E. EIKNER, JR.
Mr. and Mrs. William L. Askew III
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Christopherson
Dr. and Mrs. George B. Elder
Mrs. Ann Clark Harris and
Mr. W. Clayton Harris III ’01
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JOHN FOCKLER
Mr. and Mrs. William L. Askew III
Mr. Perry D. Dement
Mrs. Claire K. Farmer
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew F. Saunders III
Mr. and Mrs. S. Clay Smythe ’85
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander W.
Wellford, Jr. ’60
WILLIAM PERCY GALBREATH ’65
Mr. and Mrs. Byron N. Brown IV ’97
JAMES D. GANNON ’66
Mr. and Mrs. Paul W. Ringger ’66
AUDREY HYDE GATEWOOD
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew P. Seamons
BILLY HARKINS
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood
Dr. and Mrs. John E. Harkins
RANDALL L. HOLCOMB ’03
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew M. Stemmler ’97
FREDDIE SANDIDGE McEWAN
Mr. Perry D. Dement
Mrs. Claire K. Farmer
Dr. Patti P. Ray and Mr. W. Barry Ray
Mr. and Mrs. S. Clay Smythe ’85
Dr. and Mrs. Owen B. Tabor
J. TERRY MCGOWAN ’79
Mr. Daniel E. McGowan ’13
Mrs. Marguerite E. McGowan

MARK H. NEEL
Mr. Colton M. Neel ’15
JOHN E. PETREE ’66
Mr. and Mrs. Johnston C. Adams, Jr. ’66
Dr. and Mrs. Bruce A. Bullwinkel ’66
Mr. and Mrs. Charles B. Cannon ’70
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen B. Crump ’66
Mr. and Mrs. Henry P. Doggrell ’66
Mr. and Mrs. D. Dwight Drinkard ’66
Mr. and Mrs. L. Edwin Eleazer, Jr. ’66
Mr. and Mrs. Joel A. Fulmer IV ’67
Mr. and Mrs. Ferd N. Heckle III ’66
Mr. Harry Hill III ’66
Rear Admiral and
Mrs. Charles H. Johnston, Jr. ’66
Dr. and Mrs. W. Scott King, Jr. ’66
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Lee III ’66
Dr. and Mrs. Hal S. Rhea, Jr. ’66
Mr. and Mrs. Paul W. Ringger ’66
Mr. John A. Roberts ’66
Mr. and Mrs. Robert P. Sayle, Jr. ’66
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce M. Smith ’66
Mr. and Mrs. Charles F. Smith, Jr. ’66
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel B. Thompson ’66
Mr. and Mrs. A. William
Wunderlich III ’64
Mr. and Mrs. Kent Wunderlich ’66
GEORGE M. STRATTON, JR. ’66
Mr. Harry Hill III ’66
Mr. and Mrs. Paul W. Ringger ’66
FRANK R. STUBBLEFIELD ’74
Mr. and Mrs. Ben C. Adams ’74

DOROTHY BRYCE MORTON
Dr. and Mrs. Edward Atkinson III ’73

F. GAINES WHITINGTON ’15
Mr. J. Cole Adams ’15
Mr. Lewis C. Hergenrader ’15

CARTER LEE MURRAY ’94
Mrs. Sarah M. Brody and
Mr. Bradley H. Cohen ’94

ALVIN W. WUNDERLICH, JR.
Mr. Perry D. Dement
Mrs. Claire K. Farmer

Includes gifts received 4-13-16 – 7-26-16

GIFTS IN MEMORY
AND HONOR

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel N. Graham II ’80
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood

In Honor Of
JAMES A. ALLEN ’22
Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Middlecoff
LOUIS F. ALLEN III ’19
Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Middlecoff
SALLY A. ASKEW
Mr. W. Fort Robinson ’13
WILLIAM L. ASKEW III
Mr. Jon K. Hampton ’01
OSMAN M. I. BLACKETT ’17
Dr. and Mrs. Melrose I. Blackett
CARSON H. BOUCEK ’17
Mr. and Mrs. William M. Landes, Jr.
DAVID S. BYRD ’19
Ms. Julie D. Byrd
CLASS OF ’93
Mr. Alan S. Wright ’93
CLASS OF ’06
Mr. Lancelot L. Minor IV ’06

CLASS OF ’16
Mr. and Mrs. William L. Askew III

S. DYLAN LOMAX ’19
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne E. Lomax

ELIZABETH M. CROSBY
Mr. and Mrs. William L. Askew III

ANDREW A. MCARTOR, JR. ’16
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew A. McArtor, Sr. ’86

JACK H. CROSBY ’17
Ms. Ann Mace Carlton

DANIEL E. MCGOWAN ’13
Mrs. Marguerite E. McGowan

WALKER M. CROSBY ’19
Ms. Ann Mace Carlton

MR. AND MRS. RICHARD C. MOORE, JR. ’63
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood

BROCK D. DALLSTREAM ’19
Ms. Pamela S. Dallstream

CHARLES L. OGLES III ’13
Mrs. Marguerite E. McGowan

THOMAS MASON EZZELL IV ’21
Mr. and Mrs. Dewitt Stroud

MATTHEW J. SAENGER ’98
Mr. and Mrs. Norman S. Thompson, Jr.

CHARLES A. GILBERT ’20
Ms. Patricia A. Gilbert

WILLIAM S. SHEPHERD ’20
Dr. and Mrs. Jerald Duncan

ELLIS L. HAGUEWOOD
Mrs. Sarah M. Brody and
Mr. Bradley H. Cohen ’94
Dr. Jere L. Crook III ’63
Mr. and Mrs. W. Vinton Lawson III ’77

HAYDEN A. STARK ’18
Dr. Susan L. Stark and
Mr. Sherwood Stark

PEGGY AND ELLIS HAGUEWOOD
Mrs. Frederick C. Schaeffer, Sr.
NICHOLAS D. HURLEY ’19
Dr. Mary Margaret Hurley and
Mr. Gregory J. Hurley

WILLIAM V. THOMPSON III ’95
Mr. Dustin Johnson
PEGGY WILLIAMSON
Mr. and Mrs. Firas I. Almaatouk
PHILIP S. WUNDERLICH, JR. ’19
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Aaron

Where Tradition Surrounds U
For more than 100 years, Memphis University School
has educated young men to become the future leaders
of our community, our nation, and the world. Our legacy
of scholarship and leadership is perpetuated by caring
individuals who name the school as a beneficiary in
their estate plans.
There are generations of students yet to enroll, all
deserving the best education possible in order to
become future leaders.

Leave your legacy of scholarship and leadership.
For more information and estate planning tools,
visit plannedgiving.musowls.org.
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IN MEMORY

Alvin William Wunderlich, Jr. (1918-2016)

A

lvin William Wunderlich, Jr.,
a Board of Trustees member
from 1959-1963 and staunch
supporter and friend of the
school, died on July 16. He was 98 years
old. A longtime member of the Ross M.
Lynn Society, Wunderlich believed in the
importance of education and gave generously to MUS, helping fund capital improvements in addition to regularly supporting the school’s Annual Fund. His sons
inherited his trait for philanthropy, and the
Wunderlich Auditorium in the Campus Center and the Wunderlich Lobby in the Sue H.
Hyde Sports and Physical Education Center
are named in the family’s honor.
Wunderlich had a lifelong affection for
MUS and the school is greatly indebted to
him for his leadership on the board in the
early years, according to Headmaster Ellis
Haguewood. “MUS has lost a great friend
and leader, and the world has lost a great
man,” Haguewood said. “He was a man of
boundless generosity with a profound love
of life that the twinkle in his eye always
affirmed. He was comfortable with people
from all walks of life, and he loved doing
good. Al’s legacy lived on through the
outstanding board leadership of his son,
Kent ’66, and then his grandson, Gary ’88;
it continues even now with his grandson,
Philip ’90. I loved Al, and his name will
always be held in the very highest honor by
all who love this school.”
Wunderlich, better known as “Chief,”
graduated from Luxora High School in Arkansas, where he had been an avid baseball,
football, and basketball player and class
salutatorian. Growing up in Arkansas, he
developed a love of the country life, farmland, and real estate. Driving a Ford Tin
Lizzy at age 12 was a highlight.
The family moved to Memphis in the
mid 1930’s, and Wunderlich enrolled at
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Rhodes College (then Southwestern), graduating in 1939 with a bachelor’s degree in
economics. While at Rhodes, he was on the
basketball team and served as vice president
of Sigma Nu Fraternity. He attended graduate school at the University of Michigan and
the University of Texas. He met his future
wife, Marjorie, at the Peabody Ballroom in
downtown Memphis, and they married in
1943. During World War II, he served in the
U.S. Army for five years and spent two of
those years in India before retiring with the
rank of captain.
During his career in Memphis, Wunderlich served as the head of National
Trust Life Insurance Company, National
Trust Fire Insurance Company, and National Burial Insurance Company. He also
headed Memphis Funeral Home, which was
founded by the Wunderlich family in 1931.
He served as a board member for numerous
businesses and institutions, including First
National Tennessee Corporation, Financial
Federal Bank, Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital, Porter-Leath, and Rhodes College.
A believer in the importance of civic
service, Wunderlich served as past president
of the Rotary Club and the United Way,
and helped lead a YMCA capital fund drive
to build a facility in Whitehaven. He was
named Outstanding Citizen by the Civitan
Club in the mid-1960’s for his service to the
community.
A lifelong learner who loved to travel,
Wunderlich was a faithful member of Second Presbyterian Church and a wonderful
provider to his family and friends. He was
preceded in death by his wife, Marjorie,
with whom he shared 67 years. He leaves
his two sons, Bill ’64 and Kent ’66, both of
Memphis, and a daughter, Robin Wunderlich Williams of Vero Beach, FL; a sister,
Betty Rachels and her husband, Bill; two
daughters-in-law, Jean B. Wunderlich and

Susan T. Wunderlich, and a son-in-law, Andrew W. Williams; grandchildren, William
Wunderlich IV ’89, Elaine Wunderlich
Fries, Benjamin Wunderlich ’97, Gary
Wunderlich ’88, Philip Wunderlich ’90,
Drew Williams, Mark Williams, and Theodore Williams; and 13 great-grandchildren,
including Gary Wunderlich ’14 and Philip
Wunderlich ’19.

AW
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Leaders Building Leaders
Alumni enjoyed a private tour of the renovated Chisca on Main and its new
LYFE Kitchen at the Leaders Building Leaders gathering this spring.

Derek Clenin ’03, Chance Carlisle ’01, Jay Edwards ’07,
and Paul Stephens ’10

Jeremy Alpert ’91 and Director of
Advancement Perry Dement

Jack Steffner ’09 and Chuck Smith ’66

Nashville Alumni Gathering
Area alumni reconnected in June at the home of Debbie and Buddy Best ’71.

Wearen Hughes ’70 and Whit McCrary ’91

William Hicky ’99 and Lauren and
Scott Douglass ’02

Shelley Harrison ’86 and Eb LeMaster ’86

Whit McCrary ’91, Brandon Williams ’91, and
Lisa Williams

Erick Clifford ’98, Hunter Humphreys ’98, and
Kevin Roddey ’90
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THE LAST WORD
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gave the summoned lawbreaker an excuse
to plead that he had not heard the request
that he report to the proper authorities for
correction of his waywardness. But more
recently the only detectable sound disturbing the serenity of homerooms is the soft
clicking of tiny keyboards as rapidly tapped
out acronymic texts rush to some unseen
receiver. The occasional exclamatory “No
way!” evoked by some new videoed “epic
fail” ripples the placid pond of self-absorption. Now unable to argue ignorance of his
summons to face justice, the guilty party
of the first part rises as he hears his name
called and moves listlessly toward the door
to face the party of the second part. Already
having powered down the electronic device
that he was looking forward to having a
meaningful relationship with, he pockets
the device and glances longingly at his
peers, who pay him no attention, themselves
engrossed in stacking Tetris tiles. Some few,
habitual offenders, rise, pocket their cell
phones, and head for the door before their
name is called.
Last winter I chanced upon an article in
which the op-ed writer exulted in his newly
discovered “boredom,” the happy result of
his shedding his earbuds and entangling
himself once again in the tangible cosmos.
Observing that “earbuds are like underwear:
It’s safe to assume that almost everyone’s
got a pair of them on him at all times,” he
went on to note that many wear earbuds to
ensure that they will be left alone. This ploy
is particularly fruitful when one finds himself trapped on a plane or in a waiting room
with a chatty stranger with a family history
or political viewpoints that he yearns to
by Norman Thompson
share. But when surrounded by peers with
whom one shares every commonality, such
ay after day I watched seniors file
teachers were necessarily exhorted to
electronic isolation seems less indicated.
wordlessly into my homeroom. As maintain decorum and quietude so that vital
But try to tell a stripling with his life
each neared his desk, he, in one
morning announcements could be heard,
ahead of him that the real world around him
fluid motion, drew forth from his hip pocket the most essential of these being the daily
is infinitely more entertaining and engaging
a cell phone, activated it, and slid into his
“crime report.” Hearing his name, the male- than the “virtual” world of CGI, and you
seat, all seamlessly. One or two of them,
factor, the perpetrator of heinous crimes
will be looked at askance with a fairish
earbuds already in place, began to battle
usually involving dress code violations or
spot of “Whatever you say, old-timer”
in the World of Warcraft, each an island in
tardiness, would rise and immediately report thrown in.
“the sea of life enisled” separated by, as the to the Dispenser of Discipline (Mr. Mark
If ten young lads congregate in the
poet Arnold observed, “the unplumbed, salt, Counce ’77) for condign punishment.
foyer during free periods, it is a safe bet
estranging sea” of electronic plasma.
Despite the homeroom teacher’s direst
that three or four of them will be transfixed
Not so very long ago, homeroom
threats, the noise level, real or imagined,
by the screen of the laptop shielding them

Wrestling with Change

D
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from the society of their peers seated on
the couch facing them at a distance of
six feet. Electronic media seem to exert a
more chilling effect on conversation than
does even food, for it is in the Dining
Hall that conversation flourishes, often at
membrane-stretching levels.
It was not always thus. Long ago,
before the internet and ubiquitous
electronic devices, the only “high-tech”
devices routinely sported by a few
students were single-lens reflex cameras
dangling ostentatiously from straps around
non-athletic necks. Most admired were
the Nikon aficionados, but those toting
Minoltas also walked with a swagger. These
lens-laden photojournalists snapped timely
photographs for The Owl’s Hoot and MUS
Today, while some formed the Camera
Club and indulged in arcane discussions
of the relative merits of Kodachrome vs.
Ektachrome, a discussion impossible were
there a camera club today. Try explaining to
one of those striplings mentioned earlier the
function of Kodachrome, and you will be
rewarded with a blank stare.
Infected with shutterbug fever, Camera
Club members went on the occasional expeditionary forays into the very early morning
placidity of rural autumnal Fayette County.
As official club advisor, I was sometimes
allowed to accompany them on these
adventures. The camaraderie of these few
outings was palpable, but the quiet beauty
of fog-shrouded livestock standing darkly
amid looming haystacks in auroral fields
made all-but-whispered conversation seem
sacrilegious. Photographs taken on one
long-ago morning even now evoke in me
the feelings that the poet Keats captured in
his immortal ode “To Autumn,” a season he
apostrophized as the “Season of mists and
mellow fruitfulness,/ Close bosom-friend
of the maturing sun.” But the experience
impressed itself indelibly on my memory
because it was shared with like-minded
communicants with Nature, each trying
clumsily and inexpertly to capture Beauty’s
evanescent form on film.
Another memorable trek undertaken by

Owl lensmen began at the zoo and moved to
Overton Park but terminated at the MidSouth Coliseum, where the intention was to
capture the ambiance and audience of the
world of professional wrestling. Epics have
been written with less material. The colorful
(and often odoriferous) crowd provided a
kind of toned-down Wal-Martians gallery of
ghastly rustics. It soon became apparent that
this was not a crowd that would welcome
the attentions of youthful paparazzi, so the
cameras were stowed, and we turned our
attention to a match pitting Jackie Fargo and
Roughhouse Fargo against a nefarious duo
of masked assassins. Roughhouse, it was
rumored, was allowed out of the asylum
where he was confined only on scheduled
wrestling nights. After what seemed like
an eternity of mayhem, the masked duo
somehow handcuffed Roughhouse to the
lower rope of the ring and then proceeded
to pummel, stomp, and all but eviscerate
Jackie, while Roughhouse ran screaming
back and forth outside the ring. Just before
Jackie was reduced to a smooth paste, the
Coliseum announcer appealed to the crowd
over the loudspeaker, asking whether there
were a locksmith in the audience. There
was! As he descended from the nickel seats
high among the rafters, his lock-picking
kit could be seen swinging from his right
hand. He worked frantically to liberate
Roughhouse, while Jackie continued to
be turned into stew meat. Finally free,
Roughhouse screamed like a Wookie in a
wood chipper, ruffled his shoulder-length
locks, leapt into the ring and began
heaving assassins into ringside spectators.
Miraculously revived, Jackie began to
tenderize the internal organs of any assassin
that Roughhouse had missed.
I still have photographs taken in
Overton Park that day, but the pictures
of our experiences at the Coliseum that
evening are recorded only on the film of my
memory. These and myriad other memories
would not exist had they not been shared
experiences. Had the same events been
presented to me as “virtual reality,” I would
not have remembered them even a few days

From The Owl 1974, page 77: Photography
Club Members, from left, Bill Threlkeld ’76,
Robert Tooms ’76, John Wrenn ’77, Norman
Thompson, Ed Curry ’76, Clay Robertson ’76,
David Preston ’76, and Hugh Francis ’76

later. Yet the events that I have alluded to
(and many like them) have remained vivid
decades later.
In an age when everyone with a cell
phone (i.e., everyone) is armed with a
camera, strangely few are interested in
photography (“selfies” do not qualify as
photography). Most people, particularly
the young, are more interested in the
other functions of the cell phone. They
text incessantly (grammar and punctuation
optional if not openly impugned). They
compulsively check their email or tweet
impulsively. They “virtually” engage in
Grand Theft Auto. And yet many aver that
they are bored despite the excessive sensory
stimulation.
Perhaps eschewing the electronic
world and engaging in the actual world by
communing with living kindred spirits, by
exercising the imagination as one subsumes
himself in literature, by looking within for
inspiration, and by mining the rich veins of
memory, may one escape the suffocating
miasma of boredom.

Norman Thompson has been an MUS instructor in English since 1972, and he holds the L. Edwin Eleazer III
Chair of Excellence in Teaching.
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Rising star decathlete Harrison Williams ’14, pictured here competing in the
long jump at the 2016 Payton Jordan Invitational in Palo Alto, CA, in May, had
another outstanding season at Stanford. He wrapped up his sophomore year
by representing the United States in the Thorpe Cup, a decathlon and heptathlon dual meet between the U.S. and Germany held July 29-30 in Fayetteville,
AR. He placed second for the U.S. with 7,849 points – the second-highest score
of his career and in Stanford history – after the 8,032 point effort that earned
him a fifth-place finish at the NCAA Championships in June. Williams qualified
for the U.S. Track and Field Olympic Trials held in Oregon in July, and finished
15th with 6,951 points. Three other Owls also competed in Olympic Trials this
summer. Read about them on page 40.
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