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Almost daily, I run into someone who remarks, “Are
you working this summer?” I answer, “Of course I’m
working. I’ve got a magazine to get out!” The truth of the
matter is that the lives and accomplishments of MUS
alumni could keep me busy for a lifetime.
I don’t know who is more fortunate –— the boys
that have graduated high school with the benefit of an
MUS education, or the future generations of boys to
whom they leave their legacy. I recently learned an
interesting statistic: MUS has 2,735 alumni living in 44 states and seven foreign
countries. And while 70% of our former students return to live in the Memphis
area, 100% are clearly contributing significantly to the growth and enrichment
of communities around the world.
This issue looks at several alumni who provided me with good material so
that I could produce an entertaining magazine. Nathan Bicks ’74 has always
been a man with a mission, from organizing protests at Brown University, to
working in the United States Congress in Washington, D.C., to Memphis
where he is now assuming leadership roles in several diverse aspects of the
community. See how Scott McArtor ’88 and Kevin Ogilby ’88 are making a
statement in Dallas, Texas, where they are offering business travelers a unique
experience in today’s frenetic environment — stress-free travel.
You’ll also enjoy reading about MUS alumni who contribute to the success
of Memphis in May as they participate in the Superbowl of Swine, better known
as the World Championship Barbeque Cooking Contest. And who would have
ever believed that MUS would produce two world-class rodeo ropers? Brothers
York ’00 and Brown ’98 Gill aren’t “just horsin’ around” as they work hard to
combine a career in roping with a quality education.
This issue also celebrates the accomplishments of the Class of 2000, whose
gift to the school made possible the refurbishment of one of MUS’s most lasting
symbols — the school crest. We thank these graduating seniors for their part in
sustaining the school’s heritage.
In the midst of tearing down old buildings and constructing new ones,
please accept my invitation to come back to MUS, if for nothing else but to look
at the composite pictures of all the graduating classes — the hairstyles are great.
Keep me posted — I’ve got a lot more pages to fill.
Debbie B. Lazarov
Director of Public Relations
Phone: (901) 260-1416
E-mail: dlazarov@musowls.org
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Headmaster’s Message
by Ellis Haguewood

We shape our buildings; thereafter they shape us.
– Winston Churchill

When We Build
A few months ago, no one inquired.
But now, everywhere I go, people want
to know: “What’s going on out there? What
are you building?”
It’s rather exhilarating.
The short answer, of course, is that
we’re designing a campus and constructing
buildings commensurate with the level of
excellence of our students, our faculty, and
our alumni, buildings and a campus aesthetically pleasing and functionally purposeful for this generation of boys and the next,
facilities that suggest: “Something significant and meaningful happens here.”
“Architecture, of all the arts,” said Ernest
Dimnet, “is the one which acts the most
slowly, but the most surely, on the soul.”
I am gratified that alumni will have a
campus to which they can point with a sense
of accomplishment and pride, a campus and
buildings that symbolize the rich tradition
and the profound ideals of the MUS experience, an experience ever the same and ever
different for over forty years now.
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“What are you building out there?”
The longer answer involves the kind of
building that takes a bit longer: helping boys
become men, men who will pursue knowledge and honor and truth.
As Edwin Markham put it: “Why build
these cities glorious / If man unbuilded goes?”
As faculty and coaches and administrators, we publicly extol the virtues we esteem,
we model the behavior we want, we reward
good attitudes, we punish bad actions — all
useful and acceptable ways to develop the
maturity we hope for.
Most effective of all, we provide concrete
experiences through which boys absorb the
courage, honesty, perseverance, industry, responsibility, and selflessness that we honor.
Those shaping experiences come in the
classroom or on the playing fields. They are
lived. And that life is the essence of the MUS
experience, the influence of six years that boys
will carry with them as men forever.
John Ruskin’s nineteenth-century admonition remains as true today as it did a century
and a half ago: “When we build, let us think
that we build forever.”

By Gaye Swan

When you close your eyes
and think of MUS, what is the first
thing you see? For so many alumni and
students, the answer is “the crest.” The crest is
our most visible symbol, used on everything from
letterhead and coffee mugs to the magazine you’re
holding right now. It is affixed above our door,
reminding all who enter for what the
school stands for – truth and honor.
Designed by history professor
John C. Ayres, who taught at the
turn of the century, it was
installed above the door
to the Humphreys
Administrative Wing in
1958, four years after the
new MUS was founded.
Harry Soldan, husband of
the school’s dietician,
skillfully worked for four
weeks to carve the seal.
The detail was carefully
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After four weeks of work, Harry Soldan
put the finishing touches on
the MUS Crest, c 1958.

executed, with Ayres’ design of laurel
leaves on the right side of the crest and
oak leaves on the left. In antiquity, the
bay laurel was a symbol of honor, glory,
and valor. The oak gives shelter, protection, and guidance. Considered sacred by many cultures, the oak represents strength, continuity of tradition,
and endurance.
Recently it was discovered that
the crest had begun to crumble – coincidentally at a time when many of our
buildings are coming down. Now the
crest, as well as the whole school, is
getting a much-needed face-lift. But
while some things are refurbished and
changed, some things remain the same.
The best traditions of the past are preserved as the school moves forward,
and the seniors of the class of 2000 are
doing their part to protect the school’s
heritage.
As their gift to the school, the
senior class made possible the crest’s
refurbishment. Mathematics and computer science instructor Tom Brown
has worked diligently to restore the
crest so that it may resume its stature
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Tom Brown restored the
MUS Crest with painstaking
effort to ensure the crest can
weather the next 50 years.

and place of honor. And beside the
door to the Humphreys building, a
plaque will read:
MUS CREST
Original pediment carving
by Harry Soldan in 1958
Refurbished by Tom Brown
As a gift from the
Senior Class of 2000
Thanks to the seniors of 2000, our
most recognizable symbol will remain
intact, a constant reminder that, no
matter what our outward changes, our
values remain the same.

Senior Class President Jeff Morgan
presented the plaque to Tom Brown
for his restoration of the MUS crest.

Gone But
Not Forgotten
As a result of the ongoing success
of our capital campaign, MUS can look
forward to new, spacious buildings for
the future. Looking back, we realize the
school has always been richly blessed
with alumni, parents, and friends willing to give generously of their time and
money. Our old buildings are going,
but the memories remain, and we say a
fond farewell to rooms that have seen
the best of MUS pass through.
The Dick Classroom (room #1)
honors Dr. Anthony W. Dick and was
donated by Mr. and Mrs. Robert J.
Hussey and Mr. and Mrs. William S.
Roberts, Jr. Dr. Dick came to Memphis
in 1947 to serve as pastor of Second
Presbyterian Church. During his tenure, he added Presbyterian Day School
and initiated the founding of Memphis
University School. His character is
epitomized in a statement he made when
advocating the creation of MUS: “Make
no small plans; they do not have the
magic to stir men’s souls.”

Mr. and Mrs. Alexander W.
Wellford, Sr., donated funds for the
Wellford Classroom (room #2) in
memory of Julia White Wellford. Over
the century since the founding of the
school, the Wellford family has had
much involvement with MUS — at
least a dozen Wellfords have become
MUS alumni. Alexander Wellford, Sr.,
attended MUS in the 1920s, led the
drive to build the new MUS in 1955,
and served as chairman of the Board of
Trustees for 24 years.
Room #7, the Norfleet Classroom, donated by J.P. Norfleet and R.
Vance Norfleet, invokes memories of
one of the most beloved of MUS teachers, Mr. William Hatchett. Dave
Malone ’75 remembers Mr. Hatchett’s
English classes there: “You could always hear him singing ‘Pomp and Circumstance’ from all the way down the
hall.”
Donations from George H.
McFadden and Brothers Fund, Inc.,
made McFadden Commons (fondly
referred to as the Senior Lounge) possible. Bert Stemmler ’99 summed up
the lounge: “MUS taught us many
things. But above all, it taught us how to
live, how to learn, and how to lounge.
Now that the lounge will be gone, we
must carry on its spirit in a new place
and never forget all the life lessons we
learned in the lounge.”
According to Dave Malone, “In
the Senior Lounge, you did one of two
things — try to sleep with FM 100
blaring or get last-minute studying

done. Those that were studying were
lying to themselves that they could actually get work done. I tried to steer
clear of the lounge because it was always a noisy pigsty where you couldn’t
get anything done!” Perhaps it’s best
we’re getting a new one!
When funds were raised to build
the new MUS, no one took a more
active interest than Margaret Clack
Cooper (the former Margaret Clack
Askew). When Mrs. Cooper’s family
sold her father’s business, she was paid
a share of its purchase. With her taste
for the niceties of life and as a person
concerned about social amenities, she
pledged to pay for the dining hall. She
even took out an insurance policy in
that amount so if something happened
to her, the pledge would still be fulfilled. Clack Dining Hall is named for
Mrs. Cooper’s parents, Henry Earl
Clack and Margaret Turner Clack, and

was donated in the names of Margaret
Clack Askew and her husband Charles
Dreschler Askew.
Many students remember Mrs.
Nell Lenti, who ran the Clack Dining
Hall from 1969 – 1986 with a fist of
iron. Retired Business Manager Skip
Daniel best described her: “Hitler
would have probably won the war if
Mrs. Lenti had worked with him.”
Academic Counselor Manning
Weir ’90 recalls Mrs. Lenti served
food to students without giving them
any choices of what they actually wanted
to eat — Friday was always “mystery
meat” day. He and his friends called
her little office in the corner “Nell’s
Topless Lounge” because it was constructed out of partitions and lacked a
top. Many a student took advantage of
the topless nature of Mrs. Lenti’s “office” by throwing food and other articles into it. Dave Malone remembers
his friend Don Hawkes ’75 liked to kid
around with Mrs. Lenti, who “didn’t
take disparaging remarks very well. . . .
Don would ask, ‘What’s for lunch today?’ and she would just stare at him.
She didn’t like the challenge of actually
describing and defining what was being served up on our plates.”
Gaye Swan is a freelance writer and
frequent contributor to MUS Today.
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Many other rooms will
be gone, but certainly
not forgotten:

It’s a big list – but no
bigger than the hearts of
these generous people.
And although the rooms
will be gone, the plaques
outside the doors will be
reinstalled in a place of
honor so our donors and
honorees will never be
forgotten.

MUSings

THE LANE CLASSROOM (#3),
HONORING ROBERT I. LANE,
DONATED BY MRS. ROBERT I. LANE
THE CHANDLER CLASSROOM (#4), DONATED
BY MR. AND MRS. CHARLES K. CHANDLER
THE BRINKLEY CLASSROOM (#5), DONATED
BY MR. AND MRS. HUGH M. BRINKLEY
THE MALONE CLASSROOM (#6),
HONORING JAMES H. MALONE,
DONATED BY MRS. ROBERT I. LANE
THE HYDE CLASSROOM (#8),
HONORING JOSEPH R. HYDE,
DONATED BY JOSEPH R. HYDE, JR.
THE SCHADT CLASSROOM (#9),
DONATED BY THE SCHADT FAMILY
THE HOEHN CLASSROOM (#10),
HONORING T.W. HOEHN, DONATED
BY THE FAMILY OF T.W. HOEHN
THE TREZEVANT CLASSROOM (#11),
HONORING M.B. TREZEVANT AND
JOHN TIMOTHY TREZEVANT,
DONATED BY SUZANNE TREZEVANT
LITTLE AND EDWARD H. LITTLE
THE DOGGRELL/SPRUNT CLASSROOM (#12),
HONORING FRANK E. DOGGRELL, SR.,
AND WALTER SPRUNT, JR.,
DONATED BY THEIR FAMILIES

THE DRIVER CLASSROOM (#16),
HONORING ROBERT B. DRIVER,
DONATED BY GEORGE H. MCFADDEN
AND BROTHERS FUND TRUSTEES:
HUGO N. DIXON, BARCLAY MCFADDEN,
ROBERT D. MCCALLUM, AND
ERIC A. CATMUR

Reflecting from
by Lin Askew
two vantage points
gives me a dual vision
of the Upper School. Curiously, prospective parents touring
the Upper School don’t dwell on exposed wiring, the unsightly air conditioning ducts, or the roaches scurrying for
cover (or brazenly daring anyone to mess with them). They
do notice the unique arched ceilings whose beauty is blocked
by those wonderful brown ducts. I imagine before the advent
of air conditioning, the effect was impressive. Walking down
either the senior or the freshman halls still offers a taste of
that original flavor. The opening scene in our admissions
video captures that image perfectly. That scene reflects the
air of “shabby gentility” as one Midtown resident deemed
the atmosphere. “Shabby gentility”? What does that description suggest? A traditional Southern boys’ school? A graceful, relaxed, yet refined feeling? Outdated, awkward classrooms? Probably all of these and more.
Seeing the old school come down from a teacher’s
perspective offers equal doses of relief and wistfulness. Anyone who has stumbled over book bags, burned up or frozen
seemingly within the space of minutes, chased roaches, or
marveled at the eraser and spit wad marks on the walls welcomes the promised sparkling, new, large classrooms.
6

MUS TODAY

THE FULLER CLASSROOM (#17),
DONATED BY ADA NORFLEET TURNER
THE JEMISON CLASSROOM (#18), DONATED
BY MR. AND MRS. FRANK Z. JEMISON
THE MCCAUGHAN CLASSROOM (#19),
DONATED BY J.J. MCCAUGHAN, SR.
THE ROBERTS/HUSSEY CLASSROOM (#22),
HONORING WILLIAM S. ROBERTS, JR.,
AND ROBERT J. HUSSEY
THE PEPPER BOOKSTORE, HONORING
SAMUEL M. PEPPER ’04, DONATED
BY MR. AND MRS. JOHN R. PEPPER
THE TULLY COMPUTER CENTER,
HONORING JOHN M. TULLY,
DONATED BY ANDERSON-TULLY CO.
HALLWAY PLAQUE, HONORING J.W.S. RHEA,
DONATED BY R. G. MORROW.
MR. RHEA WAS THE CO-FOUNDER OF THE
ORIGINAL MUS, AND THE PLAQUE READS:
“HIS INFLUENCE AND INTEGRITY
CONTINUE TO LIVE IN MEN TODAY.”
HALLWAY PLAQUE, PAVING DONATED
BY JAMES J. MADISON AND
LEHMAN-ROBERTS CO.
HALLWAY PLAQUE, HONORING
ERNESTINE WHITAKER THORN,
DONATED BY THE SENIOR CLASS OF 1991
HALLWAY PLAQUE, HONORING
DAN GRIFFIN, DONATED BY
THE SENIOR CLASS OF 1989
HALLWAY PLAQUE, HONORING
ROBERT WATSON, DONATED
BY THE STUDENT COUNCIL 1991-92

We teachers wonder at what treasures will be uncovered
on the top of those ducts: long-lost library books, text
books from every year from 1955 to 2000, millions of rolls
of toilet paper, enough erasers to equip every independent
school in Tennessee, the odd Jolly Rancher, half-eaten
doughnuts, maybe even a tiny skeleton (yikes! is that a
seventh grader?). We quail at the unearthing of the mother
roach and hope that Terminix has “Men in Black” pros to
handle such monsters. Ah, but the memories! Can we
survive without the yearly spring invasion of termites in
rooms 5 and 6? And what about those roaches? How will
we break the monotony without Dede Malmo ’85
screaming as a giant roach from the pencil sharpener he’s
emptying lands on his foot? Will the new school have
venetian blinds so that students can fashion nooses with
which to hang themselves? And what will collect all the
detritus from almost fifty years of hard use? We won’t
have those same old brown ducts, will we? What will
happen to the Hatchett shrine in room 7? What will we do
with those beautiful arches?
Life is bittersweet.
Lin Askew has been an English teacher at MUS for 21 years
and the Director of Admissions since 1995.

Graduation 2000

A Celebration of Achievement, Community, and Tradition
By Cathi Cooper

Class of 2000 Salutatorian Steve Owens welcomed graduates,
parents, and friends to Commencement on May 21, 2000, with the
reminder that “MUS has thrived for more than a century on tradition, a
tradition of developing the leaders of tomorrow.” It is apparent that the
Class of 2000 will have no problem living up to the challenge of becomSalutatorian
Steve Owens
ing the future leaders of Memphis and beyond.
accepts the
Of the eighty-eight graduates who will be attending thirty-seven
French Award
colleges and universities in sixteen states, forty-six students (68%) have
from Dr. Reginald
received scholarships based on merit, academics, leadership, or athletDalle.
ics. The total dollar value of these scholarships equals over $1.5 million
(not including need-based scholarships), which averages out to over
$32,000 worth of scholarship money per student. Approximately 37%
of the Class of 2000 were recognized by the National Merit Scholarship
Corporation, including twelve National Merit Semifinalists, eleven National Merit
Finalists, nineteen Commended Students, one National
Achievement Scholarship Winner, and one National
Hispanic Recognition Semifinalist. Nine students scored
above 1500 on the SAT.
In his valedictory speech, Ravi Bellur stressed that
these honors are not the most important achievements for
the Class of 2000: “The most important lesson that has
been reinforced to us is that there’s more to life than
awards, material successes, and recognition. College
Amrish Patel, John Stanfill,
admissions and academic, athletic, and artistic accolades
and Charley Foster
don’t define our most important experiences as students.
Rather, intangible lessons truly define our education and personal growth.”
Both Bellur and Owens spoke about the strong community of MUS, consisting
Valedictorian Ravi Bellur
of the “amazing” faculty and staff who continually strive to help the students
become what MUS requires them to become, men of “strong moral character.” Owens noted that he and
his fellow graduates should pay tribute to “the real leaders of today, these men and women [the MUS
faculty] who have devoted their talents to helping
others discover the unique gifts within each student.” Not only was graduation a celebration of the
accomplishments of the eighty-eight young men
who walked the line, but it was also a celebration of
the entire MUS community.
Bellur reminded his fellow graduates that “the
word ‘Commencement’ means ‘a beginning.’” Good
luck and congratulations to the Memphis University
School Class of 2000 as they face brand new challenges and responsibilities equipped with the means
to excel in college and in the world.
Cathi Cooper is from Nashville, but currently lives in
Memphis while attending Rhodes College where she is a
senior majoring in English with a business minor. She is
also a public relations intern at MUS and has contributed
several articles to this issue of the magazine.
Ramsay McCullough, Michael Albertson, Sina Yeganeh,
Collins Rainey, Usman Shakeel, and Michael Flynn
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GRADUATION
AWARDS &
HONORS
Faculty Cup for General Excellence

Scott Miller Rembert Senior Service Award

Eric Grant Osborne

This award, established by family and friends, is
made in memory of Scott M. Rembert ’70. It goes
to that senior who has shown the most unselfish
service to the school. His name is inscribed on
the Scott Miller Rembert Senior Service Award
plaque, which will hang permanently in the school.
In addition, the winner is presented with an
engraved medal.

The Creative Writing Award, given in memory
of Russell Johnson, a former Memphis University
School English teacher, honors that student who
sees details and meanings in the world around him
and expresses his thoughts imaginatively and lucidly.

Danforth Award

Ravi Srinath Bellur

David Wexner Wurzburg

The Faculty Cup for General Excellence is the
highest honor given to a member of the graduating
class. The recipient of the Faculty Cup has
demonstrated qualities of leadership and strength
of character which have earned for him the highest
respect of his peers and his teachers. He must have
given generously of his time, talent, and energy in a
way that reflects his devotion to the school and his
dedication to the ideals for which it stands.

The “I Dare You” Leadership Award is presented
nationally by the American Youth Foundation.
The award includes a copy of the book I Dare You
by William H. Danforth, a philanthropist who
challenged young people to aspire to their highest
potential, to attain constructive lives of service and
leadership, and to commit themselves to excellence.
The award is presented in recognition of excellence
of character and well-balanced personal development as well as leadership potential.

Ross McCain Lynn Award

Eric Grant Osborne
Christopher Stewart Avery Reaves
John Rocco MacMillan Rodney
Sina Yeganeh
The Ross McCain Lynn Award is given in memory
of the school’s beloved former headmaster. This
award recognizes distinction in the areas of school
citizenship, leadership, service, and character.

Russell Johnson Creative Writing Award

Michael Charles Hollinger

Mark Cooper Powell Memorial Award

Dominic Whitfield Tenent
The Mark Cooper Powell Memorial Award is
given in memory of Mark Cooper Powell ’80,
by his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Edward L. Powell,
to the graduate who, through persistence and
courage, during his career at Memphis University
School, has shown the greatest development of
character and scholarship.

Brescia Award for Unselfish Service
in Dramatics

Benjamin Caleb Trusty
Choral Music Award for Excellence

Michael Charles Liverance
The permanent cup for this award was given by
Dr. Kit and Mrs. Diane Mays.
William C. Harris English Award

Ravi Srinath Bellur
The English Department awards recognition to
the outstanding scholar who exemplifies effective
writing, keen appreciation of language and
literature, and singular achievement in his English
courses. The permanent cup for the English
Award, given by Mr. and Mrs. Jeff D. Harris, is
named in honor of their son, William C. Harris.
Foreign Language Awards
French: Stephen Daniel Owens
Latin: Michael Galen Albertson
Spanish: Reid Escar Thompson
Given to the student judged by the Foreign
Language Department to be the most outstanding
in his language.

Jay Schoenberger,
Oscar Carr,
Blake Barnes,
and Ryan Miller are
all smiles after
graduation.

Michael Liverance
received the Choral
Music Award.

Lin Askew presented Michael
Hollinger with the Scott Miller Rembert
Senior Service Award.

Kyser Thompson, Scott Cohen, Scott Hickerson,
and Dan Machin shed their robes to enjoy the
reception after graduation.
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History Award

Eric Grant Osborne
The Department of History and Social Studies
recognizes the graduate who has demonstrated
exceptional ability and appreciation of the
courses offered by the department and whose
academic record is in accord with the highest
standards of excellence.
Christa Green Warner Mathematics Award

Scott Rubin Cohen
This award in mathematics is represented
appropriately by a Mobius strip, an unending
surface that symbolizes Christa Warner’s
unending devotion to her students and love of
mathematics. The award is given by Jonathan and
Stephen Weinberg in memory of their teacher
Christa Warner. It is presented to that young
man who not only understands and successfully
applies the concepts of mathematics and computer science but has also displayed an unusual
spirit of cooperation throughout his high school
mathematics career.
Margaret Owen Catmur Science Award

Ian Stuart Wallace
The science award, established in loving memory
of Margaret Owen Catmur by her husband, Eric
Alan Catmur, is presented to that student who, in
the opinion of the Science Department faculty,
has done the most outstanding work in the field
of science at Memphis University School. The
student’s name is inscribed on a permanent
plaque, which remains at the school.

The Leigh W. MacQueen Dean’s Cup for
Academic Excellence

Michael Galen Albertson
Named in 1998 in honor of the first academic
dean of MUS, Leigh Windsor MacQueen, this
award was originally donated by Mr. and Mrs.
MacQueen in 1967. The award is given to that
member of the senior class who, in the opinion
of the faculty committee, has demonstrated to
an outstanding degree a marked depth of
intellectual maturity and curiosity and who, in
the minds of the examining committee, has
indicated sound intellectual attainment.
Salutatorian Award

Stephen Daniel Owens
To that senior with the second highest academic
average over eight semesters of work at MUS.
Valedictorian Award

Ravi Srinath Bellur
To that senior with the highest average over
eight semesters of work at MUS.
Award for Distinguished Community Service

An annual highlight at graduation is the presentation of the John
M. Nail Outstanding Teacher
Award. The Senior Class selects a
teacher from the Upper School to
receive this award, established in
1991 in memory of Mr. Nail by his
former students. Nail taught English
and history at MUS in the late
1950s. He inspired a “love of learning” in his students and took a special interest in each one of them.
This year, Curtis R. Schmitt, teacher
of religion, was recognized as the
one who personifies the spirit of the
Nail Award.

David Wexner Wurzburg
The Award for Distinguished Community
Service goes to the graduate has who made
service to others in the Memphis community a
very high priority in his life. The recipient of
this award has given his time, talent, and energy
in a way that demonstrates the school’s
commitment to community citizenship.

David Wurzburg and Ravi Bellur congratulate
Curt Schmitt upon receiving the Nail Award.
Michael Albertson
was honored with
the prestigious
Dean’s Cup, while
Thomas Robinson,
Omar Malik and
Ted Hopkins
(picutred right) were
equally as pleased
with their diplomas.

CURT SCHMITT
HONORED WITH
NAIL AWARD

Pictured above, Class President
Jeff Morgan presented Schmitt with
the award to a standing ovation by
the Senior Class. Schmitt is the only
faculty member to receive this award
twice, having been honored first by
the Class of 1993.
Headmaster Ellis Haguewood
stated that he was pleased that the
Class of 2000 chose to honor
Schmitt this year because “the
Nail Award recognizes the academic
rigor and the personal concern for
students which Mr. Curt Schmitt
offers each day in his classroom.”
In honor of Nail, Schmitt received
a check for $2000. The Nail Award
serves as a tribute to Schmitt’s love
of teaching and the influence he has
had on the recent graduates and
many other MUS students.
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Congratulations, seniors.
Doors to
new opportunities
await you.
Class of 2000 and Their College Choices
Nelson Adrian
Michael Albertson
Will Allendorfer
Tate Anderson
Brian Bailey
Blake Barnes
Ravi Bellur
Thomas Bowden
Robert Bristow
Stephen Brown
Steven Campbell
Oscar Carr
Scott Cohen
Phillip Cook
Zach Dailey
Reese Douglas
Constantine Economides
Scott Fletcher
Michael Flynn
Charlie Foster
York Gill
Chris Hamilton
Scott Hickerson
Michael Hollinger
John David Hollis
Ted Hopkins
Stuart Hutton
Jay Kaufman
Ronny Kwon
Jim Levy
Evan Linder
Michael Liverance

University of Mississippi
Claremont-McKenna College (S)
Reed College (S)
University of Mississippi
Southern Methodist University (S)
Southern Methodist University
University of Pennsylvania (Wharton)
Millsaps College (S)
University of Mississippi (S)
University of Southern California
Millsaps College (S)
Southern Methodist University
University of Virginia
Auburn University
Vanderbilt University (S)
University of Tennessee
University of California-Santa Barbara
Southern Methodist University (S)
Vanderbilt University
Washington and Lee University
University of Mississippi
University of Mississippi (S)
University of Tennessee
University of Oklahoma
Georgia Institute of Technology
Millsaps College (S)
University of Tennessee
University of Pennsylvania (Wharton)
University of Tennessee
University of Mississippi
College of Charleston (S)
Clemson University (S)

Dan Machin
Omar Malik
Andrew McConomy
Michael McCullar
Ramsay McCullough
Jay McDonald
Ryan Miller
Nathan Mohundro
Justin Monday
Jeff Morgan
Joe Muldavin
Lee Nappi
Will O’Bar
Eric Osborne
Stephen Owens
Brian Parks
Amrish Patel
Mark Pickens
Jamie Pulido
Collins Rainey
Thomas Razzouk
Avery Reaves
Thomas Robinson
John Rodney
Aubrey Rogers
Harding Royster
Stephen Rudolph
Brad Russell
Jay Schoenberger
Kevin Schubert
Usman Shakeel
Andrew Shelton
Lewis Smith
Roger Soun
John Stanfill
Paul Stephens
Matthew Stockstill
Greg Szu-Tu
Whit Tenent
Kyser Thompson
Reid Thompson
Josh Tom
Conner Townsend
Richard Townsend
Ben Trusty
Michael Varner
Park Vestal
Ian Wallace
Adam Whitt
Lee Wilson
John Winford
Witt Wittenberg
Joe Woodward
David Wurzburg
Sina Yeganeh
Stephen Young

Vanderbilt University
University of Tennessee
Wake Forest University
University of Tennessee
College of William and Mary
University of Georgia
University of Mississippi
University of Tennessee
Vanderbilt University (S)
Vanderbilt University
University of Tennessee (S)
Georgia Institute of Technology
Georgia Institute of Technology (S)
Amherst College
University of Notre Dame
Southern Methodist University (S)
Rice University
Southwestern College
Southern Methodist University (S)
Washington and Lee University
University of Georgia
Duke University (S)
University of Tennessee
University of Virginia (S)
University of Mississippi
University of Rochester
Mississippi State University (S)
University of Colorado-Boulder
Vanderbilt University (S)
Southern Methodist University (S)
Oxford College at Emory
Tufts University
Vanderbilt University (S)
College of William and Mary
Vanderbilt University (S)
Southern Adventist University (S)
Vanderbilt University
University of Southern California (S)
Lynchburg College (S)
University of Georgia
Washington and Lee University
Vanderbilt University
University of Massachusetts
University of Tennessee (S)
University of Tennessee
University of Tennessee
University of Tennessee
University of Tennessee
University of Memphis (S)
University of Virginia
University of Mississippi
University of Mississippi
The Citadel
University of California-Santa Cruz
California Institute of Technology
University of Tennessee

(S)= Scholarship awarded from college or other source.
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The Door to Community Involvement

ORGANIZING
R
the

EVOLUTION

By Cathi Cooper

When Nathan Bicks ’74 transferred to MUS as a
activists believed strongly in their cause to fight racial bias
sophomore, he instantly began to make his presence
in the university’s funding and did not lessen their efforts
known. By his senior year, Nathan had earned a reputation
until they achieved some positive outcomes. The university
as an outspoken and capable leader. He was elected to a
finally entered into an agreement with the students to
position on the Honor Council and served as President of
restore much of the financial aid, to hire a new President,
the Civic Service Club. In the 1974 yearbook, Nathan was
and to have student representation in the selection process.
given credit for making the student newspaper, the Owl’s
Nathan was chosen as student chair of the new presidential
Hoot, a success: “Undoubtedly, the highlights of the Owl’s
selection committee.
Hoot were the first-rate interviews conducted by Assistant
But there’s more. Nathan was elected president of the
Editor Nathan Bicks with chairman of the Memphis Board
student government at Brown at the end of his sophomore
of Review Las Savell and civil
year. In 1978, Nathan gradurights activist Maxine Smith.
ated with a B. A. in History
In both articles the guest’s
and American Political
outlook and opinion were
Thought, an independent
effectively captured.” It was
major. He was awarded the
evident to his classmates and
Rosenberger Medal for Leadthe MUS faculty that Nathan,
ership, an honor given annuwinner of the Civitan Citizenally to a member of the senior
ship and Danforth Leadership
class. Because the faculty
Awards, had his own outlook
selected the recipient, the
and opinion to express.
award was extremely meanSparked by his extensive and
ingful. Not only had Nathan’s
The 1974 National Honor Society at MUS included
enthusiastic involvement at
efforts been observed by his
Nathan Bicks (standing center embracing the elk).
MUS, Nathan’s political activclose confidants, but they had
In three short years, Bicks had proven himself a leader
among
his
classmates.
Other
NHS
members
were
ism started at an early age —
also been observed by his
(kneeling) Charles Stockley, Steve Rudolph, Tom Preston,
eighteen.
professors and the leaders of
(standing) Chris Humphries, Mike Goodwin,
Mike Langley, Ronnie Caldwell, Bicks, Sam Blair,
After graduating from
the university.
Bo Briggs, Albert Laabs, and Walker Sims.
MUS, Nathan ventured off to
After graduation,
Brown University. His dorm
Nathan took a break from the
room freshman year was “the central organizing station for
books and the protests to live out of a tent and do constructhe revolution.” Students at Brown were up in arms over
tion work in Wyoming. He enjoyed the free time he had in
the school’s elimination of much of its financial aid, and
his new line of work, which allowed him to take weekend
many believed the cutbacks to be racially motivated.
backpacking trips to locations such as the Big Horn MounNathan recalls how it was “a different time” when he was
tains, the Wind River Mountains, and the Black Hills of
attending college in the seventies.
South Dakota.
Black students organized a takeover of the administraUncertain about his plans for the future, Nathan
tion building, and Nathan served as a main organizer of a
returned home to Memphis and took a job as a busboy at
week-long student strike. He and his friends and fellow
T.G.I. Friday’s. However, a friend of his parents suggested
SUMMER 2000
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By 1978, Bicks
was an active part
of the Minority
Peer Counseling at
Brown University.

Nathan’s name to Harold Ford, who was running for his
second term in Congress. Nathan was hired and became a
receptionist for Ford. All the time he was answering phones
and running errands, Nathan was learning about the political process and becoming friends with Ford and his family.
“As a result of working on the campaign,” said Nathan,
“the congressman offered me a job in Washington. It gave
me the choice of busing tables at Friday’s or working on
Capitol Hill—it was no choice.” So Nathan went to
Washington.
He fell into the position of press secretary,
because no one else wanted to tackle the job. He
held the position for four years. “It was a lot of fun,”
said Nathan. “I got to meet people and go places.”
One person he met was President Jimmy Carter, and
one place he went was the Oval Office for a political
meeting with the President. Most important,
Nathan’s role as press secretary allowed him to be “involved in issues that had both local Memphis and national
dimensions.”
Because of his direct involvement in U. S. politics and
legislation, Nathan began to think about going back to
school. He also thought that a career in law would provide
him with the best opportunity to move back to Memphis.
In 1981, he began law school at Georgetown University,
where he attended night classes, all the while keeping his
day job with Ford.
Nathan said that one of the highlights of the job with
Ford was attending churches on Sundays. “One of the
greatest things for me was being a Jewish boy going to
black churches, lots of churches.” He made friends and
developed contacts with a whole different part of the community to which he would have never been exposed.
When he married fellow student Andrea Bienstock in
1982, Nathan was trying to balance school, work, and the
relationship. Andrea accepted a job offer in New York, and
12
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Nathan retired from his position with Ford to
attend school full-time at Georgetown. He spent
the first year of the marriage commuting between
DC and New York. Then he transferred to New
York University, where he completed his last year
of law school. Upon graduation from NYU in
December of 1983, Nathan realized that, although he loved the Big Apple, he did not want
to practice law or raise a family in New York.
In 1984, ten years after graduating from MUS,
Nathan returned home to Memphis. Andrea, a native New
Yorker, suffered from extreme culture shock in the South;
but the young couple began to settle in and make Memphis their permanent home. Andrea went to work at Belz
Enterprises where she is now corporate counsel, and
Nathan was recruited by the law firm of Burch, Porter, and
Johnson at the end of 1984. He quickly became acclimated
to the corporate culture with emphasis on public service
After graduation
from Brown
University,
Bicks worked in
Washington, DC,
attended
Georgetown
University Law
School, and
finished his degree
in law at NYU.

that Mr. Burch and the other senior members of the firm
created. He enjoyed working everyday alongside “a group
of civic-minded professionals, people like Burch, Mike
Cody, Charlie Newman, Joel Porter, and Jef Feibelman.”
Of course, Nathan was compelled to give back to the
Memphis community. He got involved in Theatre Memphis and the Goodwill Boys’ Club. In 1987, Nathan took
part in Leadership Memphis, which he calls a “key involvement.” There he connected with many Memphis leaders
and formed new friendships which would influence his
future involvement in the Memphis community. He was
also active in the Memphis Jewish Federation Campaign as
a part of the Young Leadership group.
In 1991, Nathan became the President of Solomon
Schechter Day School (SSDS). During 1993-94, when a
new school was being built, he had a leadership position in
the fundraising campaign. “My involvement with SSDS
has meant a lot to me personally, and the school has meant
a lot to the Jewish community,” said Nathan. As he

watched his two daughters,
ment of the college and a musical
“A
lot
of
people
don’t
realize
Alexandra and Becky, being eduarts program for the neighborhow
rich
Memphis
is
in
its
cated, he noticed that they were
hood children.
cultural
and
social
fabric.
learning principles to which he had
Nathan was recently renever been exposed. This sparked in
elected to a second one-year term
Being a native of Memphis,
Nathan a renewed love for Judaism
as president of the Memphis
I recognize that this diversity
and his Jewish heritage. Continuing
Jewish Community Center
is one of our city’s major assets.”
his involvement with the school,
(MJCC), which is celebrating its
Nathan serves as member and legal
fiftieth anniversary this year with
counsel of the Executive Committee
over one hundred different proof the SSDS Board. His daughter
grams, classes, and activities.
Becky will be in the seventh grade at
Recently, the MJCC was recogSSDS this fall, and daughter
nized for its outstanding programAlexandra will be a sophomore at St.
ming at the national organization’s
Mary’s Episcopal School.
biennial meeting in Boston. In a
In 1996, Charlie Newman, from
speech at the center, Nathan
Nathan’s law firm, was retiring from
credited past leaders with building
the board at Lemoyne Owen Cola strong foundation upon which
lege, and Ron Walter, a colleague
the center continues to grow.
from Nathan’s Washington days, was
Nathan noted that while this year
the incoming chairman of the Board.
will be a year of celebrating the
The Bicks: Becky, Nathan, Alexandra, and Andrea
Nathan was awarded Newman’s
past for the MJCC, it will also be a
position on the Lemoyne Owen
time to “assess our strengths and
Board and was appointed to the Executive Committee in
plan for the future.” The charter of the MJCC states the
1998. He currently serves as Chairman of the Institutional
leaders had a goal of 500 families at $30 per year. Today
Advancement Committee, working to develop fund-raising
the center boasts over 2,200 families at a family memberstrategies and alumni relations. Nathan said that he is
ship rate of $595 per year. Nathan notes that he is proud to
enthusiastic about the current leadership at Lemoyne
be president of “one of the largest Jewish community
Owen. “One of the differences between Memphis and
center facilities in the country.” He is also proud of the fact
other successful cities such as Washington, Atlanta, or
that the MJCC has the highest affiliation rate of any city in
Nashville is the prominence of a historically black college
the country—about 70 percent of the total Jewish populaor university in their community. Lemoyne is our opportution of Memphis are MJCC members.
nity for that kind of influence here.” Nathan works closely
When asked about the diversity of his leadership roles
with George Johnson, president of Lemoyne Owen, whose
in the community, Nathan commented, “A lot of people
son Will graduated from MUS in 1998.
don’t realize how rich Memphis is in its cultural and social
One project in development is a combined effort
fabric. Being a native of Memphis, I recognize that this
between Lemoyne Owen and Ewarton Museum, Inc., to
diversity is one of our city’s major assets.” He also gives
build a “soul” museum and youth music academy. The
credit to his MUS education. “I still treasure my experiproposed site for the complex is the location of the old Stax
ences at MUS. In addition to many lifelong friendships, the
Records site. (The brother and sister team of Jim Stewart
institution taught me many fundamental lessons that have
and Estelle Axton founded Stax Records. They took the
shaped my outlook and experiences. The emphasis of an
first two letters of each name to spell Stax; the remaining
MUS education on character development, self-esteem,
letters were combined to create the name Ewarton.) Andy
and the values of the honor system has been invaluable.”
Cates ’89, president of Ewarton, is heading the campaign
As Memphis builds bridges toward economic growth
to raise the money needed to revitalize the site and build
and racial harmony, rest assured that Nathan Bicks, MUS
the proposed complex, which will house the music departClass of ’74, will be “organizing the revolution.”
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Faculty Profile

What a Day –
What a Career!

The school presented Mr. Daniel with a
school chair and a plaque, written by
Norman Thompson, which reads: “Presented to Leslie C. “Skip” Daniel. Longtime
Owl, Rebel, colleague, mentor, friend, raconteur, and tennis player par excellence. In
appreciation for 34 years of loyal and meritorious service to Memphis University School.
By Gaye Swan
Others may assume your position, but no one
can take your place. ‘Wisdom’s self oft seeks
What a day! On May 24, Skip Daniel, who
to sweet retired solitude.’ Milton, 1634.”
recently announced his retirement, expected to
During the luncheon, Mr. Daniel was
attend the usual end-of-the-year faculty lunagain
surprised — and honored — to learn
cheon. He found himself instead the guest of
that
he
is this year’s recipient of the Jean
Skip Daniel tries out his new
honor, receiving tribute after tribute for a
Barbee
Hale Award for Outstanding
chair
as
Ellis
Haguewood
career that spans thirty-three years of service as
thanks him for his many
Service,
given yearly to an MUS staff mema member of the faculty and business manager
contributions to MUS.
ber
who
exhibits
outstanding loyalty, responof Memphis University School.
sibility,
dedication, and commitJoined by his wife, Faye, his daughters, Leslie and
ment
to
the school.
Gwen, and Gwen’s husband Mike Bruno (daughter Ann
The
Hale Award is made
was in Paris), Mr. Daniel took the seat of honor as friends
possible
by
the generosity of the
and colleagues offered praise – and a little humor.
Hale
family,
given to the school in
Headmaster Ellis Haguewood said of Skip, “He’s
honor
of
Mrs.
Hale, who dediknown for his business acumen, good humor, and his
cated
twenty-four
years of loyal
reputation for being thrifty.” Mr. Daniel has served as
service
to
MUS.
The
endowment
business manager for the school since 1970, and this referawards
the
honoree
with
a check
Skip Daniel is congratulated
ence to his reputation for being budget-minded elicited a
for
$2000.
by Jean Hale for his outstandbig laugh from the audience.
ing service to the school.
And to cap off the tribute,
Coach Jerry
the
Wyatt
Isbell ’83 family prePeters gave a
sented
a
huge
and
generous surprise.
speech to honor
Seeking
to
honor
Mr.
Daniel with a
and “roast” Mr.
permanent
memorial
on
campus, the
Daniel, praising
Isbell
family
donated
funds
to the
him for the wealth
Doors
to
New
Opportunities
Capital
of knowledge he
Campaign
for
the
“Daniel
Gateway”
at
brought to MUS
the
school’s
main
entrance.
Mr.
Daniel
from the telephone
was presented with a drawing of the
company. “Skip was
future gate, with this inscription on the
so efficient that he
frame: “The Daniel Gateway. In honor
had the entire
Family members, Leslie, Faye, Gwen, and Mike, were on hand
of Leslie C. ‘Skip’ Daniel, Jr., MUS
school working on
as Skip (center) said goodbye to his MUS family.
Teacher and Administrator, 1967-2000.
three telephones:
A gift of Mr. and
one for Skip, one for Col. Lynn, and one for
Mrs. P. Wyatt
everyone else! The assistant coaches even
Isbell ’83 & Mr.
had to use a pay phone.”
and Mrs. Roy P.
All joking aside, Coach Peters comIsbell.”
mented, “Skip has had a profound effect on

Skip Daniel Receives
Accolades, Hale Award

this school and has changed the complexion
of this school. Many improvements were
made under his direction. He can do anything, and he knows about everything. . . .
He was a ‘sly fox’ and always knew what he
was doing — now he’s a ‘silver fox.’”
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Artist rendering of
The Daniel Gateway

What a day for Mr. Daniel – but no less than he
deserves for his unfailing commitment to MUS. Hired by
Col. Ross M. Lynn in 1967 to teach economics and geography, he has passed on his vast knowledge of the stock
market and economics to students
throughout the years. An avid
traveler, he has enriched and
enlightened students with
entertaining chapel programs
about his world journeys.
Mr. Daniel was responsible
for instituting the Summer
Session in England in 1976,
which provided a fourweek educational experience with school credit.
The program continued
for twelve years under the
supervision of various

faculty members. He has assisted with the building and
maintenance of over five expansion projects at the school,
and he has seen the school grow from fewer than three
hundred students to six hundred students.
Mr. Daniel said, “I’ve been at MUS half of my life.
People ask me ‘what’s so attractive about MUS that
you’d be willing to spend half of your life there?’ I tell
them it’s work-place friendships.”
He expressed his thanks to the faculty, with
special thanks to Steve Craft, Joan Ryan, and Paula
Schmitt, and praised the faculty as “an encyclopedia
of knowledge.”
Upon his retirement, the Board of Trustees
honored Skip Daniel with the distinction of Faculty
Emeritus. The faculty, students, alumni, and friends of
Mr. Daniel join the Board in wishing him continued
vitality, creativity, and productivity in cultivating his
ongoing love for his roses, his tennis game, his worldwide travels, and his wife and daughters.

Murphy Receives Distinguished Teacher Award
Math instructor Loyal
Murphy was selected as the
1999-2000 recipient of the
annual MUS Distinguished
Teacher Award. Select members of the school’s administration and Board of Trustees
chose Murphy as this year’s
honoree based on specific
qualities. To be honored with
the award, a teacher must have an excellent command
of the subject he teaches, an ability to communicate well
with students, an impact on the lives of students and
other teachers on a quiet and unassuming level, and an
interest in personal growth.
Loyal Murphy has taught almost every math subject there is to teach at MUS, from seventh grade to
senior level, and served on an interim basis as chair of the
math department. Not only does Murphy challenge
MUS students in the classroom, but he also challenges
them on the soccer field. He has coached varsity and
junior varsity soccer, and last season he served as coach
for the Lower School team. Murphy fits the criteria of the
award for many reasons. He is willing to teach at all
levels, and he is actively involved in the lives of students
outside the classroom. Barry Ray, of the selection com-

mittee, calls Murphy “an extremely good role model
who affects students in a quiet but positive manner.”
Murphy’s loyalty toward MUS is distinct, because
he is an alumnus, Class of 1986. He earned his B.S.C.E.
from Rice University, and then came back to MUS to
teach in 1990. Murphy and his wife, Lisa, have a son,
Patrick. Murphy enjoys playing basketball in the mornings before school with friends. “Basketball and chasing around a two-year-old keep me in shape,” he said.
The busy teacher and father is also an amateur musician
who likes to pluck out songs on his guitar like “Old
McDonald” for his son.
Murphy sees the Distinguished Teacher Award as
a great honor because he was taught by John Murry
Springfield, who made the award possible, and because Christa Warner, who taught Murphy in eleventh
and twelfth grades, won the award previously. “She’s
the reason I came back home to MUS to teach,” said
Murphy. “She loved teaching so much.”
Commenting on his teaching style and influences, Murphy said, “A large part of a teacher’s tricks
come from people who have taught you. You take all
the different tricks from everybody and combine them
in your own unique way.” Murphy would like to offer
special thanks to all of the teachers who taught him in
the years ’80-’86. “I am a product of their teaching.”
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The Door to Career Opportunity

The Sky’s the Limit
By Gaye Swan

In 1996, Scott McArtor ’88 was working for Ross Perot in Texas
when he and his dad, T. Allen McArtor, came up with an idea:
an airline that offered business travelers a stress-free and productive
travel experience. Scott recalls, “We planned a Dallas-based airline
that catered to the business traveler. After meeting with numerous
industry experts, we literally wrote the business plan by hand. We
then talked Kevin Ogilby ’88 into leaving his job at National Bank of
Commerce to help us put this idea together in November 1996. At
that time we had three Amex cards and that was it!”
Thus the plan — and the fight — for Legend Airlines began.
16
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The senior McArtor is an industry veteran. He is
the former head of the Federal Aviation Administration
and former head of Federal Express’ global airline. He
noticed the decline in service levels, the crowded seats,
and the baggage hassles experienced by most business
travelers. Joined by Scott and Kevin, McArtor envisioned an airline offering non-stop, long-haul service to
major U.S. cities, with wider seats and better meals at
competitive prices. They planned to base the airline at
Love Field in Dallas, Texas.
And the battle began. Scott said, “Over the next
three years we finalized our business plan, secured a
private leasehold at Love Field, acquired and spent
millions on aircraft modifications, and designed and
built a $20 million terminal complex and parking garage.
We recruited and hired top industry executives to operate and market the venture. We also had to complete the
airline certification process.”
Kevin agreed. “We started the company from
literally nothing and have been active in every phase of
its development from the legal battles, congressional
battles, capital raising of over $70 million, and hiring
and recruiting. We now have over 340 employees.”
The lobbying and congressional battles were necessary because American Airlines and the City of Fort
Worth filed lawsuits to keep Legend from flying out of
Dallas’ Love Field. The team spent three years defending their airline and building it at the same time. However, a federal law called the Wright Amendment has a
provision that allows non-stop flights to any destination
on planes with fifty-six seats or less. American Airlines
argued that the planes had to be those originally designed for fifty-six seats or less (i.e., small regional
planes). Thanks to the efforts of the Legend team, the
Shelby Amendment was passed to clarify the fifty-sixseat use provision so Legend could refurbish its larger
DC9 jets to hold fifty-six wide seats, thus providing
comfort and adhering to the law.
Legend boasts a private executive terminal, complete with luxury seating, televisions, laptop connections, telephones, and a full-service business center. “Its
like one big Admirals’ Club,” Scott said.
Legend took to the air in February of this year,
and Scott and Kevin remain on board. Kevin is the Vice
President of Corporate Finance and serves as treasurer
and secretary of the corporation. “Basically, I manage
investor relations and the primary financial aspects of
the company, and I manage the Board of Directors,”
said Kevin.
Scott is the Vice President of Strategy and Business
Development. He told us, “I am charged with our ongoing partnership with Delta and other airlines. I am also
responsible for future business plan development and
growth as we expand markets, as well as the airline’s
extensive government affairs activities.” (Legend developed and implemented a strategic partnership with
Delta Airlines, including Frequent Flyer partnerships.)

Both Kevin and Scott remember their time at MUS
gratefully. Kevin said, “MUS certainly taught me a great deal
about being part of a team and learning how to interact with
bright people. MUS also strengthened my value system and
work ethic, which is obviously critical as you enter the work
phase of your life.”
“My favorite memories are plentiful,” he continued.
“To this day I tell people that I loved high school. I truly
enjoyed the people and friends I had at MUS. I remember
my buddies just being a bunch of comedians that worked and
played hard. We chased an awful lot of young ladies around
and even caught a few!”
Kevin added his thanks to several other MUS alumni
that helped get Legend off the ground, including Chip
Grayson ’78 and Collie Krausnick ’79 at Morgan Keegan
& Co. “They came through when we needed them early
on in the money raising. I can’t overstate the importance
of being surrounded by the quality people at MUS, faculty
and students. In a lot of ways, MUS teaches through osmosis.”
Scott said, “MUS gave me the opportunity to become
a well-rounded individual. Outside of academics, MUS
placed an emphasis on involvement. It allowed me to take
part in a number of different things including sports, student
government, arts, charities, etc. This well-rounded background has served me well over the years.”
“My fond memories of MUS are too many to rank.
What stands out most in my mind is the lifelong friendships I
developed there. I also thoroughly enjoyed the camaraderie
with the faculty, especially with Mike Deadrick. We spent
most of our free time in his office conversing on multiple
subjects. He used to keep a file on all of our escapades in
his office just in case he had to ‘keep us in line.’ Most of the
time he would shake his head in laughter (and disbelief) and
tell us what animals we were. Of course, I also have great
memories about my involvement in athletics. I would be
crazy if I didn’t mention the thrill of scoring two touchdowns
in our State Championship win,” he continued.
“I will always remember my days at MUS. I just wish
that I could clone the school and relocate it to Dallas so that
my son would have the same sort of experience,” Scott concluded.
Legend Airlines currently flies non-stop to Los Angeles,
Washington/Dulles and Las Vegas with service to New York
soon. “Our plans for expansion are to grow to thirty-five
aircraft serving twelve to fifteen major business destinations
throughout the United States, Canada, and Mexico,” according to Kevin. The all-jet fleet offers wider legroom, and all
seats are equipped with footrests, headrests, airfones, laptop
power supplies, and access to twenty-four channels of television. Legend also boasts chef-crafted meals and a four-bag
carry-on policy. With several aircraft in the air and approximately thirty more in the flight plan, it appears that Scott
and Kevin are well on their way to becoming legends in their
own time.
If you would like to read more about Legend Airlines,
check out Kevin and Scott’s website at www.legend
airlines.com.
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Rub
bing
Shoulders
at Memphis
in May
By Maggie Daniel

Maggie Daniel was a public
relations intern at MUS this
summer and contributed
several articles to the magazine.
For this article, she said she
found it necessary to research the Barbecue Fest
first-hand and enjoyed the event thoroughly.
A Hutchison alumna and daughter of MUS
science teacher Vicki Daniel, Maggie attends
Hollins University as a communication and
political science student.
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Every May in Memphis is a time of celebration.
Tourists fill the area, and the surrounding residents anticipate another exciting month of Memphis in May. In 1977, a
group of volunteers came together with a common goal: to
make Memphis a better city. The Memphis in May events
are now recognized as some of the largest, most entertaining, and most comprehensive events in the nation. Each
year, Memphis chooses a country to highlight through the
Memphis in May program. This year, India was honored
with events, exhibits, programs, and contests. Not
only does this make May
a very educational time in
Memphis, but also it’s a
great excuse to party!
Probably the most
popular Memphis in May
event is the World Championship Barbecue Cooking
Contest. The Mid-South
region is very big into pork
barbecue, and Memphis is
Mark Hopper ’87, his wife Jill,
often called “the barbecueand Pat Hopper ’89 enjoy
cooking capital of the world.”
the festivities.
Of course, MUS alumni
wouldn’t allow Memphis to claim such a title without their
involvement in this Superbowl of Swine. In 1990, the
Guinness Book of World Records cited the Memphis in May
Barbecue Festival as “the largest pork barbecue cooking
contest in the world,” and this title still remains undefeated.
The championship features more than 240 teams, of which
dozens of alumni are members, competing with their barbecue-cooking skills for over $50,000 in prize money.
Throughout the year, there are about fifty contests
in the United States sanctioned by Memphis in May.
The winners from these contests are guaranteed a space
in the Memphis in May World Championship Barbecue
Cooking Contest.
More than 97,000 people show up at Tom Lee Park,
but it wasn’t until 1999 that the general public could actually
taste the barbecue being cooked. For the most part, tasting
in the cooking booths is limited to the judges, the contestants, and their guests. However, there are several concession stands, and stage shows provide plenty of entertainment. The booths themselves are very entertaining as well.
Just ask the contestants. According to Will Deupree ’90
of the SSG (Swine, Sheep, and Goat) Ribbers, his booth
deserves the “most entertaining booth award.”
The SSG Ribbers was started in 1993 by a group of
MUS alums — Scott Schaeffer ’79, Jon Van Hoozer ’88,
Philip McCaull ’88, Michael Skouteris ’88, David
Willmott ’88, Thomas Hussey ’88, Marc Gurley ’88,
and Mark Griffin ’88. Members of the 2000 SSG Ribbers
included Pat Hopper ’89, Miles Fortas ’89, Jonathon
Rowe ’90, Will Deupree ’90, Coors Arthur ’90, Gray
Bartlett ’90, Andrew McDermott ’88, John Sartelle ’92,
and Harry Sayle ’92. The SSG Ribbers have their share of

good times. Van Hoozer states that
they “probably had two hundred
people a night pass through the booth,
including Miss Tennessee and Miss
Mississippi on Thursday night.” The
team has members from all over the
globe, places like France, Greece, and
Japan. For this reason, Deupree considers Barbecue Fest to be a great
opportunity for an annual reunion.
Other MUS alumni participate
for different reasons. True Blue Barbecue, including brothers Dabney ’88
and Stewart Collier ’73, brings in
people from around the country. For
them, the Festival is another way to
entertain business associates. All of
Memphis in May, especially Barbecue
Fest, is “uniquely Memphis” and
really sets it apart from the rest of the
country. Dabney explains that “the
scope is really more than people
expect.”
The actual cooking contest is
split up into three competitive groups:
the whole hog, the shoulder, and the
rib cookers. The secondary categories
for the festival include the Anything
But competition (meaning anything
but barbecued pork, which can include
fish, deer, and many other animals),
the Barbecue Sauce competition, and
the Hot Wings competition. One of
the more interesting teams with MUS
alumni involvement is the Sons of
Bacchus (better know as the SOB’s)
who competed in the Ribs, Sauce, and
Anything But competitions. The
SOB’s received twelfth place out of
103 for their outstanding ribs. Wyatt
Isbel ’83, who’s been “messing with”
the team since the age of seventeen,
along with many others, believes the
rotisserie donated by his company,
Southern Fabricators, greatly improved the quality of the food.
The SOB’s were originally
started by a group of Christian Brothers High School students in 1981.
Since then, it has been infused with
several MUS alumni, including: Bill
Harwell ’81, Bill Proctor ’82, Evans
Jack ’84, Larry Mallory ’82, Walker
Hays ’84, George Early ’86, Lee
Dillon ’81, Rob Williams ’86, Tom
Higley ’82, and Wyatt Isbel ’83.
This year, Walker Hays, managing

The cooking contest brings out the
social, the serious, and the silly side
of participants. Harry Sayles ’92 and
Carrie Cannon prepare to greet
friends while John Sartelle ’92
(center) and pals examine his ribs.
David Willmott ’88 and Jon Van
Hoozer ’88 (below) stand ready to
support their team through the night.

director of Wunderlich
Securities, is the first
non-CBHS team
captain. He noted that
the list of the SOB
events this year included Family Night
on Wednesday night,
an evening filled with
forty-five kids, bobbing for apples, fake
tattoos, sidewalk chalk, hotdogs, and
a birthday party. But, not to worry,
the Sons of Bacchus still lived up to
their name. On Thursday night, they
held a crawfish and catfish dinner,
and, according to Evans Jack, “people
were there until four in the morning.”
Other program activities of the
World Championship Barbecue
Cooking Contest include the Ms.
Piggy contest and Hog Calling. The
Ms. Piggy contest features contestants who wish to compete for an
entertainment prize. Usually it is a
competition of cross-dressing and
singing and dancing. (Editor’s note:
To our knowledge, no MUS alumni
participated in this event.) The most
hilarious and entertaining group
claims the title.
The Hog Calling competition is
a little less of a joke, but still funny as
different individuals attempt to sound
most like a hog.
The Barbecue Festival receives a
large amount of international coverage every year. It has been the focus
of two Food Network shows and has
been featured on shows such as
“Good Morning America,” “Today
Show,” “CBS This Morning,” and
“Prime Time Live.” Al Roker, well-

known NBC “Today Show” weatherman, visited in 1999 for an excerpt
for his new cooking show. Publications such as the Smithsonian, the
Wall Street Journal, USA Today, and
the New Yorker have also mentioned
the Memphis in May World Championship Barbecue Cooking Contest.
But all of the extra program
activities and the international coverage really don’t make that big of a
difference to the MUS alumni. The
underlying theme for MUS participants seems to be universal, no matter
which team they’re on — good times
and good food are the main drive and
inspiration compelling these former
MUS students to become involved
and remain committed to their fellow
team members at Barbecue Fest.
SUMMER 2000
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The Door to Knowledge

MUS Sparks “Community of Concern”
This past spring, a booklet titled “A Parent’s Guide
for the Prevention of Alcohol and Other Drug Use” came
across the desk of Debbie Lazarov, MUS Director of
Public Relations. After looking through the booklet, her
interest was ignited. The Georgetown Preparatory School
Parents’ Club wrote the booklet, so Lazarov
contacted Georgetown Prep in Bethesda,
MD, wanting to know more. The school
pointed her in the direction of Mimi Fleury,
mother of three boys and chairman of the
Substance Abuse Manual Committee at the
school. As it turns out, the publication was a
two-year labor of love of the Georgetown Prep
Parents’ Club. As a result of their efforts, thirtytwo Washington-area schools joined together in
“A Community of Concern,” an ongoing partnership of parents, students, and schools working
together to encourage the prevention of alcohol
and other drug use.
Lazarov immediately fell in love with the idea
of uniting parents through promoting an awareness
of alcohol and other drug use among their children and took
the lead in creating a Memphis “Community of Concern.”
It is her belief that this program gives MUS an opportunity
to provide something priceless to the community.
“There is a new hope that by uniting the parents,
schools, and students, we can make positive strides toward
dealing with this problem,” said Mimi Fleury. “The booklet is a good start, but it is the dialogue that results from its
pages, the questions that are asked as a result of it, and the
programs designed around it that will ultimately determine
whether our efforts will succeed.” Georgetown Prep has
transferred the rights of the booklet to the Lowe Family
Foundation in Washington, DC, in order to take it to a
national level by initiating “Communities of Concern” in
other cities. This made it much easier for MUS to get the
wheels rolling in Memphis.
MUS is the first school to initiate a “Community
of Concern” outside of the Washington, DC, metropolitan
area. It has been joined by thirty-four other Memphis Area
Independent Schools (MAIS) and the Schools in the
Catholic Diocese of Memphis to promote an awareness of
and communication about underage drinking and other
drug use. Alcohol remains the drug of choice for American
teens and continues to be associated with high rates of DUI
convictions and fatal auto accidents. The message the
schools want to communicate to parents is: Get involved
with your child’s life. Educate yourself and your teenagers
about the dangers of alcohol and other drug use.
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The Memphis schools have ordered over 19,000
copies of “A Parent’s Guide for the Prevention of Alcohol
and Other Drug Use” for distribution to families at the
beginning of the 2000/2001 school year. Each school in the
“Community of Concern” has customized the
booklet with their own school seal and substance abuse policy, and the Memphis booklets
include local survey results, legal consequences in the state of Tennessee, and local
resource information. Lazarov acknowledges
the help of several local legal professionals.
“The MUS community is so grateful to
District Attorney General Bill Gibbons,
Assistant District Attorney Perry Hayes,
Assistant District Attorney Phyllis
Gardner, and attorneys Paul Edwards ’79
and Valerie Corder for their many hours
of hard work and expertise in writing
the legal consequences section of the
booklet.” The MUS Counseling Department, with the help of Nancy Robinson and other volunteers from the Parents’ Association, was directly responsible for collating results from a drug and alcohol survey
given to over 2,000 students in ten MAIS schools. In addition, Eddie Batey, MUS Director of Counseling, and his
staff provided the local hotlines and other information
resources for the Memphis booklet.
Headmaster Ellis Haguewood stated, “I am excited so
many Memphis schools have joined together for our ‘Community of Concern.’ It’s thrilling to be a part of this national effort to educate and foster communication between
students and parents in regard to alcohol and drug use.”
All parents, administrators, teachers, and school counselors
are aware that one of the toughest challenges we face is
helping our teenage sons and daughters avoid the perils of
underage drinking and use of other drugs. As Kathy Lowe
Peterson, president and founding board member of the
Lowe Family Foundation says, “Our children really know a
lot more than we’d like to believe, and we need to be the
ones to ask them what’s going on. It’s time to shift the
focus back on the parents. This program is for parents, by
parents. Children need to hear the facts from their parents
and know the truth about alcohol and other drug use being
potentially deadly.”
The Lowe Family Foundation is a charitable organization whose
mission is to educate the public about the dangers of alcohol and
other drug abuse and their effects on families, children, and
individuals.

Milestones and Myths
of Memphis History

What exactly is a historic milestone?
It is something which keys a major change
in patterns of living, a watershed. Usually
such turning points are about a generation
or so apart. A myth is something that
people believe to be true, whether or not
there is sufficient basis for such a belief, or
even despite good reasons to disbelieve it.
I usually say Memphis is about
“seven miles long,” because that’s the
number of milestones apparent to me.
My turning points are:
1. The Founding of Memphis,
c. 1820 (or earlier?)
2. The Flatboatmen’s War, 1842
3. The Civil War, 1861-65
4. Yellow Fever, 1878-79
5. E. H. Crump takes power,
1909 and again in 1927
6. World War II, 1941-45
7. Civil Rights Movement and
Sanitation Strike, 1968

By John E. Harkins

Part Two of a three-part series

E. H. Crump

Among the rural transplants who arrived in
Memphis in the 1890s to seek fame and fortune
was young Edward Hull Crump from Holly
Springs, MS. His is a real life Horatio Alger story,
in which a poor boy through luck and pluck triumphs, gets rich, and marries the girl of his dreams. The myth
that Crump arrived in Memphis friendless and alone with only
twenty-five cents in his pockets is a bit of a stretch. Actually, he
had prosperous relatives living in Memphis and had visited here a
few times, so he pretty well knew what he was doing.
Crump did lead the city from its horse-and-buggy days into
the atomic age half a century later. Once here, he became a bookkeeper and then treasurer in a company which made carriages and buggies. Later he became president and
owner of the company, married a lovely socialite, and became part of the local establishment. In the process
he became hooked on local politics. In quick succession, Crump went from being merely active in ward
politics to serving on the city’s lower council, then its upper council, then in the office of mayor in 1909.
There are a number of myths surrounding his first mayoral election, including those about W. C. Handy
and the origins of “The Memphis Blues” as a campaign tune.
Crump’s control of Memphis and Shelby County was never truly “one man rule.” The talent, energy,
and loyalty of his supporters were at least as important to the organization’s success as Crump himself.
During the process of taking power, he changed the structure of both county and city governments, making
them smaller, controllable commission bodies having both executive and legislative functions. He also
controlled the Shelby delegation to the General Assembly, shrewdly getting what he wanted from state
government. In his meteoric rise, he made powerful allies and enemies across the state as well as in Memphis. Perhaps because of these enemies, he was ousted from the office of mayor in 1915 and had difficulty
controlling some elements of local politics between then and 1927. He stayed a major player at election
time, but the people he helped put in office were not always willing to do his bidding. The most notable of
these was probably Rowlett Paine, the city’s reform mayor from 1920 to 1928. The Crump machine helped
his ticket win the 1923 election, defeating the candidates put forward by the Ku Klux Klan. Then, in the
1927 election, Crump backed Watkins Overton, ousted Mayor Paine, and initiated a twenty-seven-year
period of firmly controlling city government.
If Crump’s motives were usually good, the machine’s methods were sometimes foul. It engaged in
voter fraud, intimidation, ballot box stuffing, the misuse of poll taxes, and co-opting leadership in the area’s
civic and service clubs to achieve its ends. But it also kept taxes very low and gave good constituent services.
Moreover, Crump’s partnership with senatorial heavyweight K.D. McKellar gave the organization control
of local federal patronage and New Deal spending in this area.
Nationally, Crump enjoyed the reputation of being a “good city boss.” He didn’t use his power to
enrich himself, certainly not with direct graft. Despite opposition after 1948, his rule lasted until his death
in 1954. A recent Crump myth is the notion that he was called “Boss Crump.” Although he assuredly was a
political boss, he was never called “Boss” as a form of address other than by outsiders and ignorant newcomers. Doing so shows a misunderstanding of the subtleties of the Crump regime, many of whose legacies are
still with us.
…to be concluded in next issue of MUS Today
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Not Just
Horsin’ Around
By Maggie Daniel

At a very young age, Brown ’98 and York Gill ’00
and their younger sister, Elizabeth, were riding around
on three ponies—Thunder, Star, and Molly. Their family was very involved in horses and the sport of polo, so
it was only natural that riding had a high priority in the
boys’ lives. But it wasn’t going to be English riding for
the brothers. In 1992, they decided to take a different
route. The Gill brothers went to a horse camp in Arizona
named Orme Summer Camp, a 40,000-acre working
ranch. It was there that they learned the basics of roping
and “intensified horsemanship.” According to their
mother, Betha Gill, this was the time that fifth-grader
York and seventh-grader Brown started to “live and
breathe horses.”
When the boys returned home, they announced to
their father that they wanted to rope. So Ray Gill bought
roping horses that fall and introduced his sons to Roy
Holmes, an American Quarter Horse Association
(AQHA) World Champion. Mr. Holmes became the
boys’ role model and mentor, teaching them everything
he knew. He sparked a passion for roping within them
and helped them perfect their roping abilities.

Mrs. Gill reflects on the times that her sons would
practice roping for hours on a dummy steer, “They would
create handicaps and see who could rope better on their
right foot, on their left foot, or even blind-folded. They
still take that dummy steer with them to competitions for
warming up and practicing.”
In the fall after they returned from their first year at
camp, the boys competed in their first rodeo. They were
the youngest in the group of men, but the eleven- and
thirteen-year-old York and Brown were welcomed with a
wealth of patience and assistance. They competed in the
Tri-State Roping Association, which has a competitive
season from spring to fall; but the brothers started practicing together every day. After two to three months, they
started winning. York won the Tri-State Finals in eighth
grade. Obviously, their dedication was paying off.
The brothers attribute their skill to their accomplished handling of horses. York says, “When you’re roping, the horse is moving so fast and the adrenaline is
pumping so hard that you have to know exactly what you’re
doing before you get out there.” In fact, York often practices without a bridle, and the boys depend heavily on the

strength of their legs to command the horse. The combination of their English and Western riding backgrounds
and hard practice every day has enabled the brothers to
achieve the success they have today.
Recently,York was asked to participate in the Tennessee High School Rodeo Association and led them to
the state finals and nationals this summer. However, the
Gill boys have set higher expectations by competing in the
U.S. Team Roping Championships (USTRC). Now they
compete all year long.
Brown did take some time off from roping his freshman year in college to focus more on his studies at Rhodes
College. But it wasn’t long before he realized the emptiness in his life without the rodeos and roping. His sophomore year, Brown worked hard to catch up to his potential
and has “re-devoted” himself to roping, recognizing “it’s
something [he] just can’t live without.” So, Brown is back in the saddle,
and the brothers are together and
winning again.
York is planning to attend Ole
Miss this fall, and after his undergraduate studies, he and Brown will
“probably take time off to go pro.”
Then it’s back to the books for
graduate school.
School’s not going to hold these
boys back, though. The brothers
recognize their binding commitBrown Gill ’98
ment and acknowledge the fact that
they will probably be roping the rest of their lives because
they love the rodeo life. York remarks, “You never know
where you’re gonna be the next trip.” And Brown adds,
“You really get to see the country when you’re roping.”
Rodeo riding has also added diversity to the boys’
lives. Brown explains, “Roping gave us the opportunity to
develop friendships with people who are completely and
totally different from our friends at school.” Brown and
York have made some wonderful and lasting friendships.
Brown says, “ I have met some of the best guys that I know
and trust. Guys that I sleep next to, travel with, and work
with.” The purpose of the rodeos may be competition, but
“there will always be someone to help you.” Of course,
everyone wants to win but will not step on other people to
do it. It’s an atmosphere of hope and togetherness.
At this point in their lives, York and Brown admit that,
because of roping competitions, they are probably making
more money than most boys their age. Their experiences
have made them realize how fortunate they are to have the
abilities and opportunities to do what they want, such as
pursuing a career in roping and a successful liberal arts
education. The boys admit that sometimes they have succeeded because of their background — a private school
education and the advantages that their parents provided
them (the Gills have had their own barn and arena since
1985).
But at a young age, Brown and York were taught how
to handle a large amount of responsibility. For the past
eight years, the brothers have faced a demanding schedule
of taking care of horses, practicing every day, and travel-

ing to rodeos around the country. They’ve been driving
tractors since they were twelve, caring for injured horses
(which is a daily and self-absorbing commitment), taking
care of and repairing tack, fixing fences, worming horses,
giving shots to horses and cows, and trading cows. They
even helped build their arena and built their press box.
Brown and York believe that they grew up quicker than
many of their friends. The boys’ mother remarks that
“kids raised around a barn are the most willing employees
— there’s never a job too dirty for them,” and they
understand the importance of responsibility because “this
huge animal’s entire welfare is dependent on them.”
At the tender ages of fourteen and sixteen, the boys
drove alone to Oklahoma City to compete in the National
Finals for the U.S. Team Roping Association. They were
the only ones there under the age of twenty-five. Now
they believe they are mature and competent enough to
accept and handle most aspects of society and challenges
of everyday life.
Roping has also strengthened the brotherhood shared
by Brown and York. With a roping team, there is a header
(the guy that catches the head of the steer) and a heeler
(the guy that catches the back feet). Until recently, York
was almost always the header,
and Brown was the heeler. But
things have changed, and the boys
have reversed positions. York explains that the secret of a good
roping team is whether they “can
ride in a truck together, and not
many guys can do that.” Brown
and York have been doing it for
the past eight years. The brothers have been through good times
and hard times. They’ve had winning moments and “nasty fights.”
Even though the brothers have
York Gill ’00
had their share of strains on their
relationship, they both still respect each other as having
the talents and abilities to be the best ropers in the
country.
The boys’ rodeo career definitely hasn’t been a lonely
one. They have had outstanding support from their family
and fans. Whether out on the road or here at home, the
Gill boys appreciate their family and friends’ interest in
their sport. In fact, Mr. Haguewood and his wife, Peggy,
made it to a competition when Brown was a senior and
York was a sophomore. It was a rainy Sunday afternoon,
but that didn’t stop the headmaster and his wife from
supporting the MUS students.
Brown, now a junior in college, admits it is challenging to keep both his roping abilities polished and his
grades strong. Although the boys often feel the strain
pulling them in two different directions, they credit the
guidance and training they received at MUS for their
ability to keep a firm hold and balance life accordingly.
The days of Thunder, Star, and Molly may be gone,
but what started as kids just horsin’ around has turned into
a life-long passion of rodeo ropin’ and ridin’ for the Gill
brothers.
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GEORGE P. BAILEY
Mr. & Mrs. John Elliott Dent
Peggy & Ellis Haguewood
Nancy W. Smith
HAL PITTMAN BAILEY, JR.
Peggy & Ellis Haguewood
W.L. “JACK” BRIMM
Mary Lynn & Ronnie Wenzler

SKELETON IN THE CLOSET
It’s not very often that MUS
welcomes a new student who brings
his own locker, doesn’t need a desk,
doesn’t eat much, and the teacher
doesn’t have to worry about keeping
him quiet. But that’s just what happened this past semester thanks to R.
Hudson Atkins who donated a skeleton to the school. Bill Taylor, Acting Chairman of the Science Department, has assumed custody of the
skeleton and admits that he is “tickled to death” to have the gift. According to Taylor, the skeleton will
be used quite a bit in all biology
classes, and “it will be a good way for
the boys to see the bones and understand the skeletal structure of the
body.” Upper School Principal Barry
Ray claims that they are planning to
have it set up with an electronic voice
box so it can participate during
classes. We’re not too sure about
that, but MUS is certainly appreciative of the donation.

EDWARD DEWEY
Faye & Skip Daniel
L. EDWIN ELEAZER III ’94
Carole & Norman Thompson
DANIEL F. FISHER, SR.
Peggy & Ellis Haguewood
WILLIAM HATCHETT
Carole & Norman Thompson
MARION HILTONSMITH
Peggy & Ellis Haguewood
JULIA JENKINS
Dale & John Carr
Diana Moore

SKIP DANIEL
Judy Rutledge
TROW GILLESPIE ’65
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Johnston
ELLIS HAGUEWOOD
Debra & Bill Barnes
JEAN HALE
Deanna & Dennis Hale
TOMMY HARRISON
Carolyn & Leslie Shumake
JEFF KOEHN ’89
Carolyn & Leslie Shumake
THE 2000 MUS STATE LACROSSE
CHAMPIONS
Mr. & Mrs. John Elliott Dent
JUSTIN MCCLURE ’81
Angele & James McClure
RUTH & BUDDY MORRISON
Mr. & Mrs. John C. Broderick
Myrle & Walter Scott
COACH JERRY PETERS
Debra & Bill Barnes
Barry Hendon ’77

COLONEL ROSS M. LYNN
Barry Hendon ’77

COACH JAKE RUDOLPH
Barry Hendon ’77

MARSHA MAY
Nancy Welsh Smith

*Includes gifts received 3/7/00 – 7/31/00

DR. RICHARD MILLER
Nancy Welsh Smith
MARY NELSON PHELAN
Dale & John Carr
Diana Moore
JOHN PHILLIPS III
Peggy & Ellis Haguewood

YVONNE DOBBS TATUM
Robert M. Williams III ’86
HARTE R. THOMAS, SR.
Mary Lynn & Ronnie Wenzler
HAZEL WESTON
Bailey Fisher
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THOMAS M. KEESEE, SR.
Peggy & Ellis Haguewood

MILTON STERNBERGER
Gracey & Clay Smythe ’85
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Two social gatherings this spring recognized the
contribution of members of the Ross M. Lynn Society
and the D. Eugene Thorn Society.
The Lynn Society members were welcomed to the
Memphis Hunt and Polo Club by Headmaster Ellis
Haguewood and society president Rick Moore ’63.
The members were saluted for their generous financial
support toward the operation of the school as well as
their leadership, loyalty, and expertise throughout the
year. The Lynn Society is named in honor of Ross M.
Lynn, who served as Headmaster from 1955-78.
Carey and Rick Moore ’63

Bruce Ryan ’80 and
Headmaster Ellis
Haguewood

Nancy Thomas
with Steve ’71 and
Nancy Morrow

Taylor Treadwell, Bo Hyde ’92,
and Ruthie Bowlin

The D. Eugene Thorn Society is named for Headmaster
Emeritus D. Eugene Thorn, who began his thirty-seven-year
career at MUS in 1955 and served as Headmaster from 1978-92.
Bob Loeb ’73, president of the society, and wife, Kathy,
graciously entertained Thorn Society members at their home.
Mr. Haguewood hailed
the members for setting
an outstanding example
for others to follow
through their generosity
and involvement with
the school.

Allen Morgan,
Trow Gillespie ’65,
and Casey Bowlin ’65
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Remember When

The

Tuesday Practice
After Tupelo

By Andy McCarroll ’86

William James described
human nature pretty well when he
wrote that “most people live, whether
physically, intellectually, or morally,
in a very restricted circle of their
potential being.” One thing I appreciate more and more about MUS is that
its academic, extracurricular, and
athletic programs challenged us to
push beyond the mediocre, lesser
version of ourselves toward that
version that was our fullest potential.
By asking us daily to “reach beyond
our grasp,” MUS dared us to be
great. And in some cases, we surprised ourselves by rising to the
occasion.
There have probably been MUS
football teams over the years with
more raw talent than the team we had
in 1985, but few can say they got as
much out of the players as we did that
year. We won thirteen games; we lost
one game; and we were state champions. But before we could become
state champions, we had to learn that
mediocrity and complacency were not
acceptable. We had to develop the
courage to push ourselves beyond our
known limits. Only then would we
discover that what was thought to be
an “average” team on paper could
play with and beat teams of superior
size, strength, and speed. In my
opinion, it was the Tuesday practice
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after Tupelo when
the team first got
a glimpse of what it would take to
become state champions.
Not that we had been slackers
before that. We worked hard all
summer and came out strong, crushing Briarcrest, shutting out
Brentwood Academy, and whipping
Germantown at Red Devil Field. No
matter what the year, this would be a
start for any team to be proud of. But
we were a little “too proud” when we
took the road trip to Tupelo.
Our bus ride down to Tupelo
was not about concentration, preparation, or focus, but cutting up, loud
music, and upcoming weekend
events. We arrived to find ourselves
in a locker room with rusty leaking
pipes overhead, hornets nests, and
one of the loudest high school bands
I ever heard right outside the door,
so that Coach Rudolph’s pregame
speech was totally inaudible. The
opening play of the game got my
attention quickly when the smallest
middle linebacker we played against
all year (5’6”, 140 lbs. or so) hit me so
hard the second I got the ball that my
head was ringing for the rest of the
series. While he was clinging to my
head trying to rip it off, he told me all
about what was getting ready to
happen to us. His prediction came

true. In short, we played a team that
was vicious, tenacious, and more
focussed than we were. We played
well enough to make it close, losing
24 to 21; but the point had been
made. We could be defeated.
A crucial question going in to the
off week after Tupelo was how we
would respond. We were not thrilled
with the prospect of a week off, since
we knew the coaches were not pleased
with our attitude. This would mean
much pain and suffering.
Predictably, we were dragging
and feeling sorry for ourselves before
practice even started that Tuesday.
Drills were monotonous. Execution
was sluggish. We went through the
motions well enough to make it
through, but our hearts were not in it.
Then it was time for conditioning.
At that time, conditioning was
something I remember us calling
“over and back.” We divided into two
groups, backs and linemen, and one
group would run the width of the
field, going “over and back” twice
(more than two hundred yds.), followed by the next group. If this was
repeated ten times without a break, it
was considered a hard day of conditioning, especially after a long practice.
On that Tuesday after Tupelo,
Coach Barry Ray walked up after
conditioning (ten over and backs) and

said, “Take a knee.” A few
started to take off helmets
and unbuckle pads. He
paced back and forth, twirling the whistle, about to
give some kind of motivational speech. Right? Nope.
No speech today. With that
classic Coach Ray discipline
and seriousness, he pronounced, “Gentlemen,
you’ve just finished the first
quarter. Get up.”
And so the “second
quarter” began. Over and
back, over and back. All that
could be heard were our
laboring breaths and the squeal of the
whistle signaling us to start. Over and
back, over and back. Heads were
dropped; people were dragging;
totally deflated, we were being punished. After an exhausting ten more,
Coach Ray: “Half time. Take a knee.”
Not even ninety seconds later, “Running backs! On the line!”
Here we go again. Over and
back, over and back. By this time, we
are dying, pouring sweat, cotton
mouth, can’t see straight, wondering
if we can put one foot in front of the
other. Ten more. Take a knee. We
had nothing left. Or so we thought...

Wesley Grace (11) throws a
block as Andy McCarroll (36)
runs the ball 19 yards for a
touchdown against
Goodpasture. Goodpature
answered with a scoring drive
and 2-point conversion to lead
29-28 with only 1:25 left. “By
this time,” McCarroll recalls,
“Wesley had been thrown out
of the game for extracurricular
scrappiness.” But the Owls
prevailed with a winning field
goal by Andy Wright.

In the next ninety seconds, a
transformation occurred that I believe made the difference between
our being state champions rather
than just another good MUS team.
Most of us had our heads bowed, just
trying to get a breath; but out of
nowhere, way down at the right end
of the line, I heard something. It was
incoherent. Or maybe I was incoherent, but I looked over and saw
Wesley Grace ’86 standing tall. He
was yelling something, I’m not sure
what, but it doesn’t matter. He was
yelling and he didn’t stop. One by
one we all stood up and started yell-

ing. Most of us could barely even
think or speak; but as we yelled and
yelled, getting louder and louder and
feeding off of each other, we discovered resources we never knew we had.
We were not being “punished,” we
were being challenged to take ourselves to the next level; and with that
fourth quarter run, we met the challenge.
When I look back at the last
three games of our 1985 season,
Marshall County (14-7), Goodpasture
(31-29), and Austin East (21-19), each
was a game won in the fourth quarter.
It was that Tuesday practice after
Tupelo when we started to learn what
winning in the fourth quarter is all
about.

1985 RECORD:

Rising to the Challenge
Fourth quarter determination gave the Owls
the edge they needed to win the state championship in 1985.

Briarcrest
Germantown
Brentwood Academy
Tupelo
Catholic
Bishop Byrne
Collierville
Harding
ECS
Playoffs
Ridgeway
Milan
Marshall Co.
Goodpasture
Austin-East

13 - 1
55 - 19
19 - 6
14 - 0
21 - 24
31 - 0
48 - 7
24 - 0
49 - 0
26 - 21
28 - 7
41 - 7
14 - 7
31 - 29
21 - 19
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Viewpoint
Board Work

BARHAM RAY
was elected to the
Board of Trustees in
1996. As an MUS
trustee, he has served
on the Technology,
Strategic Planning,
Education, and
Trustees Committees.
After graduating from
MUS in 1964, Ray
earned a B.A. from
Vanderbilt University
in History. He then
went on to earn his
M.B.A. from the
University of Virginia.
He is a partner in SSM
Ventures, a venture
capital partnership.
Ray serves on the
boards of Financial
Federal Savings Bank,
Hutchison School, and
Longleaf Partners
Funds. He is married
to Debbie and has two
children, Barham ’99
who is a sophomore
at Princeton, and
Beverly who will
be a sophomore
at Hutchison.
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Tangible and Intangible
By C. Barham Ray ’64

If you have been by MUS recently, you have seen construction
projects under way all over the campus. These new facilities are
tangible evidence of a major planning and fund-raising effort by
the Board of Trustees, Headmaster Ellis Haguewood and his staff,
and many volunteers. It is clearly a major responsibility of the
board to provide the school with the resources required to
accomplish its mission.
Less tangible, but no less important, board work is going on
all the time. The Board of Trustees is organized by committees.
Each year the Board Chairman and the Trustees’ Committee, with
input from Mr. Haguewood, establish agenda items for each committee to concentrate on during the year. The full board meets
three times during the school year. Committee chairmen set up
their own meeting dates as often as required and report to the full
board. The names of the committees indicate the scope of issues
that concern the board: Building and Grounds, Finance, Endowment, Trustees, Development, Education, Athletic, Admissions
and Public Relations, Legal Affairs, and Strategic Planning.
The board takes its responsibilities very seriously. We feel
a strong obligation to Colonel Lynn, Alex Wellford, Sr., Gene
Thorn, students, alumni, parents, faculty, staff, and friends of the
school. The new buildings are a commitment to put the
best facilities in place that we can. There is an equally strong
commitment to have the best people and programs at the school.
Above all, the board is the custodian of the spirit of the school,
and it is this spirit which is the least tangible but most important
aspect of MUS.
It is a personal pleasure to participate on the MUS Board
of Trustees and to see the tangible and intangible progress
being made.

Alumni News
Marriages

Births

Fargason Erb ’90 to Kelly Nelson
on May 6, 2000

Tom Preston ’74 and Kara, a daughter,
Julia Ruth, born May 31, 2000

Dan Huff ’90 to Mary Anna Watson
on April 29, 2000

Stilly McFadden ’75 and Melanie,
a son, James Stillman Rockefeller
McFadden, Jr., born February 3, 2000

Showing His School Spirit

Spencer Dillard ’91 to Valerie Parker
last Thanksgiving
Brandon Williams ’91 to Jeanette
Tullis on April 15, 2000

Elias Graham Haguewood,
born March 31, 2000, son of
Vickie and Alan Haguewood
and first grandchild for Headmaster Ellis Haguewood and
his wife, Peggy.

Steve Hergenrader ’77 and Marilyn,
a daughter, Owen Meriwether,
born January 5, 2000
Scott Rose ’82 and Joni, a daughter,
Bailey Scott, born November 30, 1999

Lee Huff ’93 to Leah Yancey
on May 6, 2000
Will Abbay ’94 to Elizabeth Selman
in August, 1999
John Houseal ’94 to Laura Easley
on May 27, 2000
Stephen Shannon ’96 to Leslee Anne
Harp on May 27, 2000

Jim Burnett ’83 and Diane, a son, Robert
Scott Burnett, born April 24, 2000

Philip Wunderlich ’90 and Julie, a son,
Philip Shields Wunderlich, Jr., born
February 19, 2000

Jody Graham ’87 and Hila, a son, William
Spencer, born May 10, 2000

Trent Allen ’91 and Courtney, a daughter,
Emma Simmons, born March 28, 2000

Jennings Durand ’90 and Jency, a son,
Declan William, born May 15, 2000

Cort Winsett ‘92 and Robin, a son, William
Robert-Braxton, born January 23, 2000

Familiar Face in a New Place
There is a new face in the Development Office as of March. Claire Farmer has
moved from Lower School Secretary to Director of Alumni and Parent Programs. Claire’s
new responsibilities include assisting alumni in planning class reunions, working with the
Alumni Association Executive Board, and organizing ways alumni can stay more involved
with MUS. In addition, she will be working closely with the Parents’ Association as their
liaison with the administration and faculty.
Call Claire at 260-1356 or e-mail her at cfarmer@musowls.org if you:
1) have a new address, e-mail, phone/fax number
2) have class news: new job, new promotion, new wife, new baby, etc.
3) have an idea for an alumni party or event

Pitching the Annual Fund and Baseball
Jason P. Talavs has joined the Development Office in August as the new Director of the
Annual Fund. He is responsible for raising funds for the operation of the school through
direct mail, phonathons, coordinating class representatives and parent volunteers, and initiating new programs. Jason comes to MUS from Atlanta where he was a financial consultant
with Merrill Lynch Private Client Group. In addition to his duties in the Development
Office, Jason is an assistant baseball coach. He attended the University of Mississippi on a
full baseball scholarship and graduated in 1995 with a
B.A. in broadcast journalism and a minor in English.

MUS Receives Case Award
MUS received a Special Merit Award presented by the Council for Advancement
and Support of Education (CASE) at its district conference earlier this year.
The award recognized and honored the school for the MUS admissions video,
produced by Jennifer Wein of Impact Media and package design by Rachel
Gabrielleschi of Gabrielleschi Creative, under the direction of Debbie
Lazarov, Public Relations Director at MUS.
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Summit Global Partners in Dallas, TX,
named Casey Bowlin the new CEO.
Founded just four years ago, privately
held Summit Global now is among the
twenty-five largest insurance brokerage
companies in the United States.

Another classmate who has been missingin-action for quite a while, Doug Pigott,
lives in New Orleans where he is a
cardiothoracic surgeon at Tulane
University Medical School. Welcome
back!
Jud Whilock retired from the Marine
Corps after twenty-four years. He lives in
Virginia with his wife, Gayle, and three
children, Shannon, Kyle, and Megan.

’66

’72

’65

Rick Miller
Class Representative

Bob Lee
Class Representative

Johnny Adams co-chaired the 24th
Annual NAACP Freedom Fund Gala on
March 23, 2000. It is the civil rights
organization’s largest annual fundraiser.

’67

John Pettey
Class Representative

Boyle Investment Co. promoted Joel
Fulmer to senior vice president.

’68

Bill Ferguson
Class Representative

The Greater Memphis Arts Council for
2000-2001 named Bruce Hopkins as
chairman. He was also recently elected to
the Board of Trustees of ALSAC-St.
Jude Children’s Research Hospital.

’70

Hunter Humphreys
Class Representative

Classmate Warren Ayres, who has been
in the family construction business for
many years, recently started his own
company. Warren Ayres Builder
specializes in construction of custom
homes and remodeling, as well as in-fill
projects. Anyone looking to build a new
custom home or remodel their existing
one should give Warren a call.
Ben Harrison is an attorney in Nashville
with the firm of Cornelius & Collins.
Ben has been “lost” from the MUS roster
for some time. We’re glad to have
tracked him down.
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Denby Brandon
Class Representative

’80

George Skouteris
Class Representative

Dennis Hale and his family have moved
from Iowa to the Orlando, FL, area
where he is general manager of an
Embassy Suites hotel.
Memphis dentist, Tod Singer, and wife,
Amy, have three daughters, Megan,
Carly, and Lana. Tod says, “I’m trying to
teach all three the meaning and application of the word elope.”

’81

MUS recently “found” Tommy Hoehn.
Tommy lives in Memphis and is manager
of Owen Brennan’s Restaurant. In
addition, he is part owner of Frankenstein
Records, Inc. He has three children,
Forbes, 15, Tristan, 11, and Elizabeth, 8.

Justin McClure is working in Jackson,
MS, for Gulf South Capital, a venture
capital fund for wireless startups.

’73

’82

Montgomery Martin
Class Representative

Buck Lewis has been selected by the
Board of Directors of the Tennessee Bar
Association to represent West Tennessee
on the Tennessee Bar Association Board
of Governors. Buck is a shareholder in
Baker, Donelson, Bearman & Caldwell’s
Memphis office.

’75

Lee Marshall
Class Representative

University of the South has made George
Clarke, Jr., a trustee.

’78

Chip Grayson
Class Representative

Raymond James & Associates named
George Sousoulas to the firm’s 2000
President’s Club in recognition of
outstanding client service and exemplary
professional growth.

Rob Hussey
Class Representative

Bill Lansden
Class Representative

Now into its twelfth year, Doug
Carpenter Advertising continues to
thrive. Doug and Sissy have a one-yearold, Katie Elizabeth. He says, “She is
truly incredible, and the baby ain’t half
bad either.” Doug serves as chairman of
the Calvary Street Ministry and welcomes all donations, questions, or
comments.
Louis Lettes and wife, Amy, have two
children, Sarah, 3, and Sammy, 1. Louis
left CNN Interactive to open an Atlanta
office for Homestore.com, an Internet
company based in Thousand Oaks, CA.
Tom Owen owns a ski shop, Gallatin
Alpine Sports, in Big Sky, MT.

’83

Wyatt Isbell
Class Representative

Scott Snyder, a program officer in the
Research and Studies Program of the
United States Institute of Peace, has
written a book, Negotiating on the Edge.
Scott traces the historical and cultural
roots of North Korea’s negotiating
behavior.
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Their Hearts
By Cathi Cooper

The Fishers: Daniel, Katie, Daniel, and Julie

Dr. Daniel Fisher Jr.’68 and his wife, Julie,
recently co-chaired the “Make Rooms for More”
Campaign Steering Committee for the Ronald
McDonald House in Chattanooga, Tennessee.
Their goal was to raise capital in the amount of $3.2
million, but the Fishers did not raise that amount —
they raised more, $3.3 million! The money was used
to finance an addition to the house, which was
established in 1990. The addition added twenty
rooms, which are used to house parents who need to
be close to children receiving care at the local
children’s hospital. The addition also contains new
conference rooms, which can hold meetings for up
to twenty people.
Dr. Fisher, who graduated from the University
of Virginia in 1972 and the University of Tennessee
Medical School in 1975, is surgical director of the
Kidney Transplant Center at Erlanger Medical
Center, where he practices renal, vascular, and
general surgery. (He notes that it was a thrill for an
MUS graduate to perform the first kidney transplant
in Chattanooga, home of the Baylor and McCallie
Schools). It was challenging for the busy surgeon to
head up the capital campaign with his wife, who has
been on the Board of Directors for the Ronald
McDonald House for eight years. The couple first
became involved with the house nine years ago after
the loss of a child. When they began attending a
support group there, they were comforted and
impressed with the caring environment. Mrs. Fisher
instantly “hit it off” with Jane Kaylor, the executive
director of the house, and wound up on the board
very quickly.
Before beginning the “Make Rooms for More”
campaign, the Fishers contemplated reducing their
involvement with the house to make more time for

family and other activities. But when asked to take a
leadership position, the Fishers could not decline the
offer. They “believed in the mission so much,” according to Dr. Fisher, and saw the expansion as an immediate need.
The husband-and-wife team worked diligently on
the campaign. They learned early in the campaign that
“the trick to heading capital campaigns is to raise the
money before you start building.” Under the guidance
of a financial consultant from Atlanta, the committee
accomplished the amazing feat of raising 80 percent of
the money needed before ground was broken.
Fisher’s experience in fundraising dates back to his
MUS days. He recalled his efforts as leader of an MUS
fundraiser for Red Cross. He and the other football
players stood out in traffic, stopped cars, and coerced
motorists to donate money for a good cause. These
days, since he has teamed with his wife, he has a more
refined way of collecting donations.
Over the eighteen-month period of the campaign,
Mrs. Fisher made telephone calls, arranged meetings,
and discussed ideas with the financial consultant during
the day. At the hospital, Dr. Fisher would approach his
colleagues informally about pledging money. The busy
Dr. Fisher, who performs six hundred surgeries per
year, would report to his wife in the evenings, and they
would bounce ideas off of each other. Then the Fishers
would send formal letters to potential donors. Dr.
Fisher credits his wife, a former pharmaceutical salesperson, with the wonderful ability to ask people for
donations. According to the Fishers, most people have
soft spots in their hearts and an extra willingness to give
money to causes that benefit children.
The Fishers enjoy life in Chattanooga and Dr.
Fisher says he frequently sees MUS students and alumni
who come to the area for sporting events against Baylor
and McCallie. The Fishers have two children, Katie and
Daniel (a sixth-grader at McCallie).
According to the Ronald McDonald House in
Chattanooga, the Fishers are extraordinarily selfless
people whose efforts are greatly appreciated. At the
dedication celebration it was noted: “The success of the
campaign is due to the Fishers’ willingness to put their
lives on hold for eighteen months to work at this effort
like it was a full-time job.”
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County
Commissioner
Targets Education
By Cathi Cooper

Buck Wellford ’74, a partner in
the law firm of Thomason, Hendrix,
Harvey, Johnson & Mitchell, currently serves as the chairman of the
County Commission for Shelby
County. In August 1994, he was
elected to the Board of Commissioners, which rotates the chairmanship
among its members. Wellford, who
received a B.A. in American history
from Vanderbilt University and a law
degree from Washington and Lee,
states that his position “offers opportunities to focus attention on some of
the more pressing issues that confront
us in Shelby County. I have used my
opportunity as chairman to focus on
public education, particularly funding
and accountability issues, which are
interwoven.”
Wellford credits a political position while a student at MUS as being
a formative one. “Serving on the
Student Council at MUS as Commissioner of Athletics probably gave me
more of an insight into politics than
anything else I did until I became
actively involved in my thirties in
Republican Party politics in Shelby
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County. We were fortunate to have
an active and proactive council my
senior year at MUS, led by our president, Ben Adams ’74 (whose son Ben,
Jr., has been elected president of the
2000-2001 Honor Council). That
experience taught me a lot, not only
about dealing with fellow students
but also faculty. We had a few dust
ups that involved faculty-student
interplay while I was there.”
Armed with his experience from
MUS, Wellford tackles much broader
issues these days, such as the education system in Memphis. “I want
elected officials at every level of
government in Shelby County to
recognize that simply maintaining the
status quo is no longer a realistic
option for us. Especially with the
Memphis City Schools, the overall
quality of education offered to children attending those schools has
deteriorated to the point that our
businesses are being forced to import
skilled workers in order to have an
educated and trainable work force.
A substantial segment of our population never completes high school.
Those that do complete high school
often lack an eighth-grade level of
reading and math comprehension.”

Wellford continues to raise the
awareness that problems with funding
the education system affect the entire
community. He recently invited
many top city and county government and school leaders to help him
make plans for a study of long-range
education funding and education
performance measures.
Wellford participates in many
volunteer activities and has worked
on several political campaigns, including his service as Shelby County
Campaign Manager for United States
Senator Fred Thompson. Maintaining a hobby that he has had since his
MUS days, Wellford loves tennis and
plays on a team that recently competed at the national level in New
York. He and his wife, Sara, have a
four-year-old daughter, Caroline.
He praises the “sense of community
involvement” which MUS instilled in
him and continues to foster in students today. In Buck’s own words,
“It’s only natural to want to look for
ways to give something back when
you have been given such
opportunities.”
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’84

Class Representative

MUS OPEN HOUSE
for Prospective Students and Parents

Paul Anderson
Class Representative

Sunday, October 29, 2000
2:00 - 4:00 p.m.

Morgan Keegan & Co. promoted
Sterritt Armstrong to associate vice
president.

’87

E W S

Bob McEwan

Bobby Wade has taken a new position
as senior vice president of Morgan
Stanley Dean Witter in Memphis.
Previously, he was a financial consultant
with J.C. Bradford & Co.
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Student-led Tours of the Campus until 3:30 p.m.

Jonny Ballinger

Tell Your Friends!

Class Representative

Life has been hectic for Jody Graham
lately. Not only did Jody and Hila
become new parents, but they also
relocated from Nashville to Hila’s
hometown of Houston, where Jody is
now managing and working on
healthcare client engagements for
Deloitte & Touche, LLP.
Jason Hughes and his band, Dust For
Life, recently signed a deal with the
manager of Creed and Wind-Up
Records. Of the four native-Memphian

Do you remember
Mr. Daniel?
We recently heard from
Tim Daniel, former MUS
English teacher (1986-90).
After three years as Headmaster of The Leelanau School
in Glen Arbor, MI, Mr. Daniel
is leaving to become Director
of Development at University
Liggett School in Grosse
Pointe Woods, MI.
On May 30, 2000, he
became a father for the third
time when his wife, Deborah,
gave birth to their first daughter, Emma.

band members, Jason is the only original
founding member. The guys recorded
their new album (due out in September)
in June at Ardent Studios in Memphis.
Starting in July, the band hits the road
for a number of shows across the country
to promote the new album. You can
check out their website at www.dustforlife.
com. Congratulations to Jason for making
his hard work over the years in the music
business pay off in spades.

’88

Gary Wunderlich
Class Representative

Jon Van Hoozer, Class Agent
Ryan Riggs has accepted a position as
dean of students at Episcopal High
School in Jacksonville, FL.

’90

Andrew Sutherland
Class Representative

Marvin Palmer and his wife, Shea, have
bought a new house in Nashville where
Marvin owns Palmer Custom Framing.
Marvin has also taken the position of
assistant director of Business Network
International in the Nashville area.
In June, Dan Huff will begin his
residency in general surgery at the
University of Tennessee in Memphis.
A partner in Revenue Assurance,
Richard Vining is vice president of
graphics and marketing.

’91

Brett Grinder
Class Representative

Darrell Cobbins, Class Agent

’89

Andy Cates
Class Representative

Jason Fair, Class Agent
Will Harris received his Ph.D. in
English from Johns Hopkins University
this May. His speciality is nineteenthcentury American literature.

Lee Dickinson has accepted a scholarship to attend Vanderbilt University
Law School this fall as a member of the
Class of 2003.
Chris Laster is engaged to Amanda
Aldridge. They work together at
TekSystems as information technology
recruiters in East Memphis and will live
in a new river-view apartment over the
train station Downtown.
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Whit McCrary and seven other principals purchased their Nashville commercial real estate firm of Eakin & Smith
from its parent company, Highwoods
Properties. Eakin & Smith provides
leasing and management services for
building owners, as well as tenant
representation, development, and
corporate services.
Rhodes Scott has accepted a new job in
advertising sales with Go2Net, Inc., in
Atlanta. He and his wife, Betsy, are
expecting their first child in late July.
Given recent market performance,
Rhodes should have several million
dollars worth of stock options within a
few months, which his dad says is a few
dollars short of what Rhodes owes his
dad for sending him to MUS.
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Working to complete his medical degree
at the University of Tennessee, Memphis, Graham Sexton is engaged to be
married to Jennifer Ray.

’92

Preston Miller
Class Representative

Brandon Westbrook, Class Agent
Morgan Keegan & Co. promoted John
Sartelle to vice president.
Since graduating from Centre College in
1996, Michael Stringer has been leading
an exciting life. He spent two years in
Bozeman, MT; worked on a commercial
salmon boat out of Valdez, AK; and then
became an AmeriCorps volunteer
working with the Tlingit people in
Sitkan, AK.

Jimmy Whittington
graduated from MUS
in 1990 and received
a B.A. in history from
the University of
Mississippi. He is
currently an officer
at Jimmy Whittington
Lumber Company.

“The two main factors
that made MUS so special
to me were the educational
atmosphere the school
provided and the lasting
friendships made with
fellow students.
“The small number
of students in each classroom allowed the teachers
to give me a lot of special attention. Furthermore, the school’s
academic focus truly prepared me for what I would face in college.
“The friendships I made at MUS have been great for me
socially as well as in business. There is not a week that goes by
that I do not work with someone I went to school with.
“Attending MUS affected my life in a very positive way.
I am thankful for the time I spent there.”

We teach our boys to pursue every opportunity in life.
We also teach them to give something back.
At MUS, each student is given an excellent
education and the opportunity to realize his
potential. Support through the Annual Fund
ensures that MUS will continue to attract and
keep distinguished faculty and have
VE
E
RI
QU
TAS
all the important resources that
• HO N O R
make MUS a leader in collegeOpening Doors For Boys For Over 100 Years
preparatory education.

MUS ANNUAL FUND

6191 Park Ave., Memphis, TN 38119-5399
(901) 260-1350
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’93

Gil Uhlhorn
Class Representative

Thomas Quinlen, Class Agent
Brian Bolton is attending law school at
Texas Wesleyan University in Fort
Worth, TX.
Jason Buch is living in Portland, OR,
where he works as a structural engineer.
J.P. Morgan in New York has made
Jon-Paul Hickey an associate. He is
now working in investment management
handling the retirement funds for FedEx,
MLG&W, and the City of Memphis. He
is also looking at business schools for the
fall of 2001. He may yet be retrieved
from “Yankeedom.”
Lee Huff and his new bride, Leah, are
living in Jackson, MS, where Lee works
for International Paper.
After graduating from the Univerity of
Tennessee, Knoxville Law School with
high honors, Ben Hutton joined the new
Memphis office of Bass, Berry & Sims.
Craig Isenberg is teaching at the
Yosemite Institute in El Portal, CA.
Having recently returned to Memphis
after touring with his band, Pezz, Cey
Mooney is living in Memphis and
recording a new album with Pezz.

Thomas Quinlen and Brandon
Ehrhart (pictured above) completed
Vanderbilt Law School in May. Brandon
received the Grace Wilson Sims Prize
for his work published in the Vanderbilt
Journal of Transnational Law. He will join
the Seattle office of Gray, Cary, Ware &
Freidenrich, a large firm specializing in
serving emerging growth and hightechnology companies in Silicon Valley
and beyond. Thomas was awarded the
Weldon B. White Prize for the bestwritten study of some aspect of the law of
the state of Tennessee. His article,
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Top Gun

You won’t find James Andrew
Zanella ’95 sitting behind a desk at a cushy
By Cathi Cooper
office job. Zanella, Jamie to his friends,
chose a career path which exposes him to
the kind of action that most of us only hear
about on the news or see in movies. Since
graduating from MUS, Zanella has been busy
completing many training programs including
U.S. Army Air Assault School, U.S. Air
Force Combat Survival Training, and combat
simulation at the U.S. Army National Training Center.
Upon graduation from West Point on
May 29, 1999, Zanella was commissioned as
a second lieutenant U.S. Army, but his
extensive training did not stop there. In the
summer of 1999, he completed U.S. Army Airborne School. Six months
later, he celebrated graduation from the Infantry Officer Basic Course at Ft.
Benning, GA. Next, Zanella, armed with his relentless spirit and energy,
went to Army Ranger School, which he completed in April.
In June of this year, Zanella attended the U.S. Army Bradley Infantry
Fighting Vehicle Course, and then in August, he’s off to the Infantry Mortar
Leaders Course. Starting in October, he will be stationed with the 1st
Armored Division in Germany to await deployment to either Bosnia or
Kosovo. Jamie says that he would love to hear from his former classmates
and can be reached via e-mail at rangerzanella@att.net.

“Preparing for the Inevitable: Using
Child Support Trusts to Protect Both
Athlete and Child after Professional
Sports,” was published in the Vanderbilt
Journal of Entertainment Law & Practice of
which he was a founding staff member.
He will join the Memphis law firm of
Farris, Mathews, Branan, Bobango &
Hellen.
Sam Rembert has been working with
“Disney on Ice” as an electrician and will
be spending the summer in Florida
building sets for the newest “Disney on
Ice” show. In the fall, Sam should be
touring with that show to Europe until
spring of next year. His webpage address
is: http://www.geocities.com/Broadway/
Stage/9753/.
Another graduate of the University of
Tennessee, Knoxville Law School, Gil
Uhlhorn, will be joining the Memphis
law firm, Glankler Brown.
Hart Weatherford is with SunTrust
Bank in Nashville as a mortgage lender.

’94

Kirby May
Class Representative

Jason Whitmore, Class Agent
Will Abbay is business manager at
Merritt Island Honda in Merritt Island,
FL.
Hamilton Eggers graduated in May
from Rhodes College with a B.A. in
history.
After graduating from the University of
Tennessee, Knoxville with a master’s
degree in accounting, Andrew Schaeffer
signed on with Ernst and Young in
Nashville. Andrew recently passed the
CPA exam the first time around.
Dax Torrey will become a member of
the MUS English faculty for 2000-2001.
He graduated cum laude from Vanderbilt
University in 1998 with a B.A. in
English, and he received his M.A. in
English from the University of Memphis

this summer. While at Vanderbilt, Dax
wrote for four years for the university’s
student newspaper and ran a children’s
tutorial at a Methodist church. During
his summers, he interned at WREGNews Channel 3 in Memphis and
clerked for the Shelby County
Chancery Court.

’95

Jeff Murray
Class Representative

Blake Bourland, Class Agent
After graduating from Mississipi State
University in May 1999 with a
bachelor’s degree in mechanical
engineering, David Bradford is
currently back at Misissippi State
University pursuing a master’s degree in
mechanical engineering.
Clark Burrow graduated in May from
Rhodes College with a B.A. in political
science.
This past year, Trey Carr was accepted
to medical school at the University of
Tennessee but deferred his enrollment
until August 2000. In the meantime, he
worked for Senator Bill Frist in Washington, D.C., for four months and for
Mammoth Mountain Ski Resort in
Mammoth Lakes, CA.
Chris Decker graduated in December
from the University of Tennessee with a
B.S. in finance and a B.S. in logistics.
This double degree landed him a job at
Dana Corporation in Ohio as corporate
auditor.
A graduate of Rhodes College, Kelly
Ensor was selected to the “Who’s Who
Among Students in American Colleges
and Universities.” He is now working as
an investment analyst at Wallace
Morrison Capital Advisors in Memphis.
Dallas Geer is the youngest person ever
admitted to the M.B.A. program at the
University of Tennessee, Knoxville.
A student at the Memphis College of
Arts, Alec Mooney is a graphic design
major. He has designed three album
covers for the band, Pezz, and is working
on a new one for their forthcoming
album.
Albert Tat is working for Nissan as a
programming analyst in the Los Angeles
area. He is engaged to Shanon Chettle
whom he has been dating for over four
years.
SUMMER 2000

35

A

’96

L U M N I

Class Representative

Elliott Ives, who graduated from
Rhodes College in May with a B.A. in
music, received the Ruth Moore Cobb
Award at graduation.
In May, Worth Jones graduated from
the University of the South and is now
working in Memphis in the Capital
Markets Group at National Bank of
Commerce.
Richard McCluney has been accepted
to the University of Tennessee School
of Medicine.
Rob Ratton received a grant in 1999
from Tulane University to study the art
of the concentration camp in Terezin,
Czechoslovakia. He spent a month in
Europe, primarily Prague. In May, he
graduated cum laude from Tulane with
departmental honors in Religious
Traditions of the West.
On May 21, 2000, Matthew Rose
graduated from the University of
Virginia with the degree of Bachelor of
Science and Distinguished Major in
Chemistry.
Stephen Shannon is an account
executive with Capital Institutional
Services in Dallas, TX.
In May, Parrish Taylor graduated from
Hampden-Sydney. He will be working
in Memphis at CB Richard Ellis after
having interned there the last few
summers. On a recent visit to Washington, D.C., Parrish met Senator Fred
Thompson (pictured below).

E W S

Sir Walter Raleigh ’96

Robert Dow

Kennon Vaughn, Class Agent

N

By Maggie Daniel

Sam Graham ’80 says that MUS’s hard work at
character development in its students is paying off. According to Sam, he and his brother, Stephen Graham ’75, were attending a wedding at the Duke Chapel in Durham, NC, when they were
caught by a rainstorm after the ceremony. Lacking rain gear and waiting
out the storm, the Graham family was provided with a solution. A
young man approached them and offered his large golf umbrella for the
walk to their cars. When they replied that they were not sure how they
could return it to him, he offered to walk them all to where they were
parked.
During the half-mile walk, the group followed the normal course of
small talk to pass the time. When asked where he was from, the young
man responded Memphis, Tennessee. The next question followed,
“Where did you go to high school?” When Rusty Shappley ’96 replied, “MUS,” they all laughed and shared stories about their alma
mater and MUS mentors.
Sam remarks, “My brother and I were proud that our non-Memphis
relatives could see the kind of man that comes from MUS. We sure
didn’t want them to have just us as their examples of MUS grads!”
Sam wants to thank Rusty for his act of chivalry. Rusty is now
attending Columbia University Medical School in New York City.

’97

Trey Jones
Class Representative

Trey Jones has been elected president of
the class of 2001 at Ole Miss.
Paul Murray received Rhodes College’s
Ruth Sherman Hyde Award in music for
the 2000-2001 year.

’98

Don Drinkard
Class Representative

Eric Clifford, Class Agent
A junior at the University of Memphis,
Jonathan Limbaugh, is a civil engineering major. This summer he is working at
PSI Engineering.
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’99

Chip Campbell
Class Representative

Norfleet Thompson, Class Agent
During their freshman year at Southern
Methodist University, Dale Crow, Kyle
Gowen, Lee Grimm, and Robert
Richards pledged Sigma Alpha Epsilon
fraternity. Lee served as president of the
pledge class.
Austin Bryan and Billy Kuntz pledged
Kappa Alpha at Washington and Lee
University. Bill Mealor pledged Sigma
Alpha Epsilon, and Chip Campbell
pledged Phi Gamma Delta. Chip is also a
member of the golf team there.
At the University of Tennessee, David
Forsythe, Ben James, Chad Keller, and
Will Levy pledged Sigma Alpha Epsilon.
Chase Jackson, Mac McFarland, and
Andrew Steffens pledged Sigma Chi.
Robin Smith won the 2000 Morgan
Award at Vanderbilt University. This
award goes to the author of the best piece
of writing by a freshman during the
academic year, as judged by a faculty
committee.
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On a Quest
to Help the
Community

Jason Dunn with
Marlon Foster of
Knowledge Quest

By Cathi Cooper

After Jason Dunn ’95 graduated
from Rhodes College with a degree in
business and economics, he took a job
as an investment analyst with Southeastern Asset Management. Then, he
set out to find a volunteer project in
the Memphis community. When he
discovered a program called Knowledge Quest, a non-profit organization
which engages and challenges Memphis’
inner-city youth, Dunn knew he had
found a worthwhile cause and began to
take an active role. We recently caught
up with Dunn, who was enthusiastic
about sharing his experiences with the
program.
One of his co-workers introduced
Dunn to Marlon Foster, the leader of
Knowledge Quest. Dunn was instantly
awed by Foster’s “drive and vision to
develop a model that could dramatically improve economically weak
communities.” Dunn became involved
with Knowledge Quest School-Age
Academy, which was the first step in
the realization of Foster’s model. The
academy is an education-based afterschool care program for students in
kindergarten through sixth grade. Since
the opening of the academy in 1998,

the volunteers have seen major improvements in the students’ grades and
social behavior.
Dunn’s duties include coordinating
weekend activities and organizing
volunteers for these events. Some of
the activities and field trips have included events at the Church Health
Center’s Hope & Healing Center, trips
to the park, outings to the IMAX
theater, roller skating, bowling, and
other rewarding activities for the
children. Dunn also publishes Knowledge Quest’s newsletter, which is
currently distributed to over four
hundred people with plans to increase
the distribution list. Dunn strives to
build relationships between the innercity neighborhoods and the surrounding areas, with the goal of building
Knowledge Quest’s private funding
base and volunteer resources.
In only one year of involvement
with Knowledge Quest and its children, Dunn states that he has “gained
true appreciation of the impact a
visionary like Marlon Foster can make
when combined with service-oriented
individuals whose efforts are focused
on a community’s specific needs. I’m
also learning about the incredible

possibilities that are available through
the combination of a program like
Knowledge Quest and the resources of
the MUS community.”
Dunn credits his mother and
grandfather with giving him the opportunity to attend MUS and adds, “MUS
challenged me to think independently
and offered a great environment to
develop leadership skills. I credit the
school’s challenging environment for
helping to create the community of
leaders that our alumni comprise.
Knowledge Quest has taught me the
power of combining the resources of
the MUS community with those of
budding community leaders like Marlon
Foster. Hopefully, our alums will continue to utilize their incredible resources of knowledge and success to
improve Memphis.”
To contact Jason Dunn, send email to jdunn@llpf.com.
Editor’s Note: The MUS Government Club
and Civic Service Club partnered with
Knowledge Quest this past school year to
provide community-building opportunities
for MUS students and students in the
Knowledge Quest program.
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From
Little League
to the Big League
Every kid who has played
Afterwards, the scouts spent a
little league ball dreams of
long time in the dugout with
making it to the “show.” On
Will, advising him of the chance
June 26, Will Askew ’97
he had. “They told me I was a
took a step closer to
prospect; they liked my
that dream. He
arm and my frame,”
boarded a plane
Will said.
bound for PhoeEvidently 6' 6"
nix and the Arizona
left-handers are in
league affiliate of the
demand these days because
San Diego Padres. The
whenWill emerged from the
plane ride to Phoenix culmidugout, he was accompanied by
nated ten hectic days of deciMark Wasinger, the only team
sion-making for Will and his
scout at the camp that day.
Charles
Askew
got
to
see
big
brother
Will
parents, a frantic time that
Wasinger offered Will a contract
in action when his family recently
began when Will and his dad
with the San Diego Padres and
attended a game in Phoenix.
traveled to Jackson, MS, for a
wanted him to leave for the
major league baseball scouting camp.
rookie league affiliate in Phoenix immediAlthough his intentions in going to the camp
ately. After a week of consultation with family and
were to position himself for the 2001 draft, events
friends, Will decided to take a leave of absence from
moved more rapidly than Will had anticipated.
Rhodes College, where he has only twenty hours left
After the scouts leading the camp divided the
to graduate, and pursue a chance at professional
approximately fifty would-be major-leaguers into
baseball.
positions, the pitchers began warming up in the
“Getting paid to play baseball, maybe going to
bullpen. Each prospect had his turn to show the
San Diego eventually — sounds like too good an
scouts his “stuff.” As the second pitcher up, Will
opportunity to pass up,” observed Will. A little
threw a variety of pitches, including a fastball
nervous but mainly excited, Will is pursuing a dream
clocked at 90.
that began when he was a three-year-old swinging a
Will said, “The scout working with the pitchplastic bat. “I know I’ll learn a lot about baseball and
ers asked me if I had been drafted, and when I told
myself. What a summer job!” said Will.
him no, he asked me, ‘Why not?’” The final part
Let’s hope one day we’ll see him on the mound
of the camp was a makeshift scrimmage so that the
for San Diego.
scouts could evaluate hitting, fielding, and pitching. Will started the scrimmage and pitched two
Editor’s Note: Will’s biggest fans include his mom, Sally,
dad, Lin, who is MUS’s Director of Admissions and English
innings, striking out four batters and not allowing
teacher, and brother, Charles, MUS Class of 2005.
any runs.
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Take Me Out to the Ballgame!
After a fifteen-minute
torrential downpour, about
sixty-five MUS alumni and
faculty enjoyed what turned
into a perfect summer night
at AutoZone Park on June 16.
Alumni of all ages gathered
on the party deck for hamburgers and hotdogs, before
watching the Memphis
Redbirds beat Tacoma.
Then they danced the night
away to the Bouffants.
Even non-baseball fans had
a great time visiting and
enjoying the city’s newest
downtown attraction.

Worth Jones ’96, Molly Campbell,
Parrish Taylor ’96
Bruce
Edenton ’71
and his wife,
Elizabeth

Scott Priester ’98 and
his father, Jerry

Jerry Martin ’79 with his family,
Elizabeth, Lou, and Jerry III

John Brooks ’98 with Jason
Colgate ’98 and his date
Kerry Patteson ’58

Bobby and Sally Alston

Rusty ’63 and Fran Bloodworth,
with sons Christopher and
Russell, and Lisa Carey

SUMMER 2000

39

A

L U M N I

N

E W S

Hangin’ Out at the Monkey
A couple of times a year the
Office of Development and
Alumni Affairs hosts a social
event for younger alumni, those
guys under thirty. On May 23,
about fifty young alumni, those
graduating from 1989-96, gathered at The Blue Monkey on
Madison Avenue for one such
event. Free food, drink specials,
and a good
time with old
friends seemed
to be a winning
combination
for the group.
If you missed
this one, be
sure to watch
for the next
one!

TAILGATES!
Homecoming
Reunion Weekend
FRIDAY, SEPT. 22, 2000
Alumni Golf Scramble
Barbecue Dinner
Football: MUS vs ECS

“Just can’t wait to get on the road again”

Make plans to attend the pre-game tailgate
parties for all out-of-town football games:
MUS at Jackson Prep
MUS at MBA
MUS at Father Ryan
MUS at Baylor

August 25
September 15
September 29
October 6

Contact the Development Office at (901) 260-1350 for more information.

SATURDAY, SEPT. 23, 2000
Reunion parties for the
Classes of ’60, ’65, ’70, ’75,
’80, ’85, ’90.
Contact your class rep for more information.
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Listen to MUS Football on Sports 56 WHBQ
If you can’t be there, listen to all the MUS football
games on the radio at 560 AM or the Internet at
www.sports56whbq.com. This will mark the fourth
year of Owl Broadcasting with Mike Lawhead
giving play-by-play and Bobby Wade ’84
providing color commentary. Go Owls!

“Spaghettini” Duty
How Higher Learning Inspired
My Charitable Gifting
by Lane Carrick ’76

Gregorian Chants whispered softly from the archaic
45-RPM record player. My mind drifted away from the
subject at hand – ancient and medieval history. On
that fall day in 1975 thoughts of football homecoming,
cheerleaders, basketball practice, or any other more
pressing matters than the activities of ancient civilizations occupied my daydreams.
“Perhaps Mr. Carrick can enlighten us as to the
answer!” Like a rifle shot Mr. Boelte’s outburst snapped
me to attention. Must remain composed.
“Could you repeat the question, sir?” – as if that
would help.
“Mr. Carrick, you sir, are on probation,” Mr. Boelte
declared. “Were you on probation previously? If so,
consider yourself on double probation. One more
failure to maintain focus in this classroom will result
in a week of ‘spaghettini’ duty in the cafeteria under
the supervision of Mrs. Lenti. Perhaps a week of
mopping meat sauce from your classmates’ trays will
restore your concentration. You must take your
commitment to higher learning seriously, son.”
I never suffered the indignation of scullery duty in
the school cafeteria – although I probably deserved it.
As for higher learning, I gained much more than I
deserved in my four years at MUS. The efforts of Bob
Boelte, Bill Hatchett, Ellis Haguewood, and others to
shape something meaningful from my limited raw
material profoundly impacted me then, and continue
to benefit me today. As I reflect on the significance of
my MUS experience, I realize the importance of
providing my son, and the sons of my classmates,
friends, and others in this community, the same
opportunity to receive an outstanding education.
To ensure the continuation of this tradition of
excellence and to honor MUS for the experience I
treasure, I have provided a gift to the school through
my estate plan in addition to my annual support gifts.
When I made this decision, I considered the options:
• Designating MUS as a beneficiary under a life
insurance policy
• Establishing a Charitable Trust designating MUS
a “remainder beneficiary”
• Making a specific bequest to MUS in my will
(or Revocable Living Trust)

B. LANE CARRICK, president of
Sovereign Wealth Management,
Inc., is a 1976 graduate of MUS.
Lane is a frequent speaker and
author on financial planning and
investing. He and his wife, Mary
Louise (Hutchison ’72), live in
Memphis with their three children,
Mary Louise (12), Emmaline (8),
and Lane, Jr. (5), who is in
kindergarten at PDS and plans
to arrive at MUS in 2008.

Ultimately I decided on the simplest strategy: leaving
a cash gift to MUS as a specific bequest to the school
through my will. Such a gift is paid from an individual’s
estate prior to the calculation of estate taxes, thereby
reducing the value of the taxable estate. MUS will
receive the gift with no stipulations and may apply the
funds to the area of greatest need.
Also, I named MUS as one of a few “ultimate”
beneficiaries of my estate. In the event that I die without
surviving heirs, I have designated a small number of
charitable organizations and MUS as the beneficiaries of
my estate. While none of us want to consider our own
mortality, let alone the mortality of our immediate
family members, in the event I die without close heirs I’d
rather benefit MUS and the Make-A-Wish Foundation
than my mother’s fourth cousin twice-removed in
Peoria. Sorry, Aunt Gladys.
The options I considered for my personal commitment to MUS by no means represent the universe of
gifting options. There’s a veritable alphabet soup of
charitable trust choices, as well as choices involving life
insurance, gifts of low-basis stock, etc.
For my more studious classmates who were paying
attention in Ancient & Medieval History – and better
applied their talents toward accumulating taxable
estates – a well constructed estate plan can provide a
benefit to organizations like MUS without reducing the
net, after-tax benefit to their family members. That’s a
win-win plan!
Whatever choice you make, I encourage you to
remember MUS in your estate plan. Consider it your
commitment to “higher learning.”

The Crest & Cornerstone Society recognizes individuals who have ensured the future strength of the
school by including MUS in their wills. If you would like more information on how a gift to MUS may
provide income for you and your loved ones, result in a current income tax deduction, and reduce
estate and capital gains taxes, contact Perry Dement, Director of Development, at 901-260-1350.

