SOULS
VILLE
MAN

THE POWER OF THE ARTS
MOVES RICHARD GREENWALD
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In this 2011 photo, Sherman Willmott ’84 stands on Chelsea Avenue in Memphis where the Plastic Products Record Plant
once operated. Willmott’s name has been interwoven with Memphis music since he opened Shangri-La Records in 1989
and later began Shangri-La Projects, a record label, production company, and publisher. He launched the music and culture
fanzine Kreature Comforts (1988), authored Will Roy Sanders: The Last Living Bluesman (1999), and published Memphis
Rocks! a Concert History, 1955-1985 with Ron Hall (2014). He was the first curator of the Stax Museum of American Soul
Music (1999), and he gave tours of Memphis musical sites for many years. Willmott is a founding board member of Memphis
Listening Lab, a collection of more than 60,000 singles, LPs, CDs, books and music memorabilia at Crosstown Concourse,
gathered by his friend, Ardent Recordings co-founder John King ’62. See a timeline on page 6 of Memphis musical events
and people – with, coincidentally, MUS roots – that helped pave the way for the establishment of this extraordinary
collection.
Photo by Brandon Dill
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FROM THE HEADMASTER

Springing Toward Year’s End
The school year is a cycle, a recurring rhythm I have
experienced for the past 38 years. Fall, winter, spring, and
summer each offer distinct activities.
I write this on a beautiful April day in Memphis. With the
leafing of the trees and the greening of the grass, the campus
grows even more beautiful. Along with the longer days, warmer
temperatures, and that hint of summer to come, spring at MUS
is a time of great activity both indoors and out.
From the end of Spring Break until the last exam is
completed in late May, I pretty much expect some game or
student event to be going on at 6191 Park Avenue throughout
the days and nights, including on weekends. I get used to seeing
the field lights through the trees from the backyard of my
campus home. There is always something going on.
March 29 was one such day. The campus that afternoon
was full, and parking spots were a hot commodity. I spoke
at the dedication ceremony for the Creson Players Pavilion
at Webb Field, a celebration that drew both the Webb and
Creson families as well as soccer players, parents, coaches,
and supporters from the 1970s through the 2000s. (See page
26.) While the ceremony took place, a lacrosse game was being
played at adjacent Rogers Field, a baseball game at Thorn Field,
and a massive invitational track meet at Stokes Stadium. I was
able to take a quick tour and watch these contests, which is
something I love to do. Far from being an exception, this was a
typical spring afternoon at MUS.
Likewise, campus buildings have been filled with
activity after school. For the past few months, MUS has been
represented by its teams in Mock Trial, Model UN, and Youth
in Government. Participants in these student-driven and
teacher-advised organizations put in long hours to prepare
for off-campus competitions. Mock Trial took on other area
teams at the courthouse Downtown and later advanced to
state competition in Nashville. Youth in Government also made
its way to the state capital for competition, and the highly
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motivated Model UN group invested time and energy by holding
its own MUSMUN campus conference on a Friday night and all
day Saturday.
In the arts, our orchestra and ensembles, Studio Band, and
Beg To Differ (a cappella group) performed their spring concerts.
On the stage, our thespians presented a four-show run of Almost,
Maine, a fun and quirky production that featured eight scenes
with student actors and directors under the oversight of guest
director Jeff Posson ’03.
During school days, there were Student Council and Honor
Council elections, award and honor ceremonies, academic
competitions, and even Star Wars May the 4th trivia and art
contests.
The activity on campus at any time is remarkable, but it
always seems more intense and involved in the spring. The
events of the season highlight so much of what the school does
to develop well-rounded young men. That is why I find this time
of year is so energizing. Thankfully, it provides inspiration for
administrators and faculty as we look ahead and plan for next
year – that is part of the rhythm, too.
There is plenty of school to be experienced in the final
weeks of spring, including Baccalaureate and Commencement
May 15. It is a time to take in the energy that is MUS, an energy
that only young people can generate. I love it, and I would not
want it any other way.
Veritas Honorque

PETER D. SANDERS
HEADMASTER
PETE.SANDERS@MUSOWLS.ORG

BRINGING

McGehee Wrestles to
State Championship

Medalists at a meet in Little Rock, from left, Casey
Cooper ’23, Dion Stutts ’24, Ian McGehee ’23, and
Cort Jones ’25. See another photo of McGehee on
page 33.

HOME
THE LAUDS

MUS has an individual TSSAA state
champion for the first time since Andrew
Hooser '04 wrestled to the top spot in the
275-pound class 18 years ago. Ian McGehee ’23
went all the way to take the title at 152 pounds in
the Division II tournament at Montgomery Bell
Academy in February. McGehee is also the Owls’
first All-American wrestler. Dion Stutts ’24
claimed a runner-up finish in the 285-pound
class, and Issac Palmer ’23 (160) rounded out
the wrestlers competing at state. These athletes
helped Coach Chris Lewis’ grapplers end the
season with an impressive 11-5 record.

Eight Musicians Earn All-State Honors
Eight Owl musicians qualified for All-State
honors in the West Tennessee School Band and
Orchestra Association program, an affiliate of the
National Association for Music Education. WTSBOA
hosted auditions for the bands January 15 and the
orchestras November 20, and a record 28 musicians
earned chairs in the honor bands and orchestras;
another two received alternate status.
“I congratulate our All-State musicians and all
our honor band students,” says Band and Orchestra
Director Chris Piecuch. “It takes hard work and
dedication to reach this level of musicianship.
These students are among the best musicians in
Tennessee, an achievement level that often leads to
college scholarship awards.”

ALL-STATE HONOREES
Frederick Huang ’23, violin
Gabe Chen ’24, violin
Dannie Dong ’24, percussion
Joel Lim ’24, oboe
Eshaan Patnaik ’24, clarinet
Evan Wu ’24, viola
Alan Cheng ’25, trombone
Michael Liu ’25, violin

ALL-STATE ALTERNATES
Jeffrey Liu ’23, clarinet
Diego Guerrero Viloria ’25,
euphonium

National Merit
Finalists Announced
All eight MUS National Merit Semifinalists advanced to Finalist
status and will compete for some 7,500 scholarships offered by
National Merit Scholarship Corporation. Seniors Simeon Betapudi,
Mark Hieatt, Evan Jones, Forest Rudd, Witt Smith, Garner
Uhlhorn, Christopher Yarbro, and Kerry Zhao are among 15,000
students in the country chosen to be finalists.
5
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Memphis Listening Lab Spins Rich
History… with MUS Roots
BY JOHN MCBRIDE '17

T

he collection of vinyl at Memphis Listening Lab in Crosstown
Concourse is dizzying. Immediately upon entering, you feel like
one of the records on a turntable, spinning to take it all in. Records you
may be seeing for the first time and records you may never see again – they
all live here because of one man, John King ’62, and his years of collecting.
The story of how this collection came to be weaves through Memphis
over the decades, involving many key players including Sherman
Willmott ’84, John Fry ’62, and even Fred Smith ’62, but it starts in one
place at one time: Memphis University School in 1956.
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1956
John King and
classmates John Fry
and Fred Smith entered
seventh grade at MUS.
The first graduating
class of the “new” MUS
had just entered its
junior year.

John King

John Fry

1961

Fred Smith

1966
The seed of what would become Ardent Studios
was planted among the three classmates, and the
budding studio released Ardent 101, The Hucklebuck
by The Ole Miss Down Beats. King began his work as
a radio promoter, collecting and compiling records
for radio station tip sheets.

Ardent moved from
a makeshift studio in
Fry’s parents’ garage into
its first real home on
National Street, marking
its “official” opening.
Meanwhile, King was
making a name for
himself on Air Force radio
airwaves as Gideon B.
Mathews.

1974

A young
Sherman Willmott
moved to Memphis
when his dad
began work at
Smith’s FedEx,
a relatively new
company at
the time. King’s
collection kept
growing as he
continued work as
a radio promoter,
connecting artists
and records to the
stations.

1975

Stax Records went out of business, setting
the Memphis music scene reeling. As Willmott
explains, “It was the depression of music.”
The Beale Street music scene fizzled, and
there was little to no recognition of the talent
in town. Combined with radio personality
Rick Dees’ constant jabs at Elvis during the
star’s downswing, it sure seemed that way in
Memphis.

1978

Willmott, only in
the seventh grade at
MUS, was mesmerized
by student bands and
visiting musicians.
After seeing one such
band play a cover of
Alice Cooper’s “School’s
Out” after chapel, he
thought to himself,
“Man, that’s for me.”

1972

Back in Memphis, Chris
Bell ’69, Andy Hummel ’69,
Alex Chilton, and Jody Stephens
of Big Star release #1 Record
with Fry’s Ardent Studios as the
label. It would take some time
before the world saw Big Star
shine, but the record began the
band’s rise.

In a 1967 Army Air Defense Command (ARADCOM)
newspaper article, King is pictured listening to a
record for Gideon's Audio Almanac.

1967

The Army Air Defense Command newspaper ARADCOM
Argus featured King and his “double life” as Gideon B.
Mathews, author of Gideon’s Audio Almanac. The almanac
reviewed records for more than 150 radio stations and
record companies, detailing what was hot or not in a time
before the internet.

Andy Hummel

Chris Bell
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1984
Willmott graduated and went
on to Williams College. At MUS he
had enjoyed working in the video
studio, furthering his interest in the
arts. The equipment at MUS, he says,
was better than anything he had in
college.

1988
Four years after Willmott’s graduation
from MUS, he returned to Memphis and was
working in the film industry. His first job was
on the set of Jim Jarmusch’s Mystery Train. That
same year he bought a building on Madison
Avenue, and it became home to Shangri-La
Records.

2001
1999
Willmott stepped back
from Shangri-La to help create
the Stax Museum of American
Soul Music as its first curator.

King was a regular at Shangri-La Records in the ’90s, as he
could never get enough for his collection. “He was this cool old guy
buying rare records or soul records,” Willmott says. Around 2001
King asked Willmott to appraise his record collection, which he
stored in a rented office space as well as in his home.
King drew from his collection for a throwback internet radio
station he called Tiger Radio. “He would want to place the radio
show back in time like it was 1966,” Willmott says. King’s collection
even included vintage advertisements that he would play on air,
enhancing the theme.
Both men were self-described record fanatics and began their
friendship bonding over their shared knowledge and collections.
8
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2021

Sherman Willmott is pictured at the Stax
Museum of American Soul Music and with
Rob Bowman, author of Soulsville, USA:
The Story of Stax Records (2006).

2004			 2010

All of these events, seemingly inconsequential
at the time, built over the years much like
King’s collection, culminating in an offer from
Crosstown Concourse to house the records.
“When the Crosstown offer came along, my hope
was that it would be appreciated and enjoyed
for the excellence that John had put into it,” says
Willmott, now on the board of the lab.
Crosstown, Willmott explains, was a great
match for King’s vision. “He had spent his life
collecting, and he always wanted it to be put in a
place where it would be enjoyed and appreciated,”
he says. “When you have a passion for the
collection and you’re dealing with a university or
archive, they may have different goals from you.”
After all, what good is music if it can’t be
enjoyed by everyone?
Today the collection of 30,000 45 rpm singles,
10,000 LPs, 20,000 CDs, and an extra 1,000 pieces
of musical history, books, and mementos can
be accessed by all. Looking to the future, the
Listening Lab, complete with spaces for events
and listening parties, will continue to grow. Much
like the legacy it represents, the collection is not
static.
No one needs an agenda to visit, Willmott
says. It’s enough to just sit and enjoy the collection
– and the music – for what it is, just how John
King envisioned it.

Still interested in the music
scene, Willmott bought a van to
give musical tours throughout
Memphis. When asked about what
made Memphis so special for music,
Willmott says, “Here, you’re not
making money, so if you’re playing
music, you should definitely do what
you love and have passion for. That
makes, I think, the music stand out
more.”
Former Ardent publicist and DJ John King stands inside the Memphis Listening
Lab, a public space in the Crosstown Building, that allows patrons, researchers
and the public to access his massive library of recordings.
© Joe Rondone – USA TODAY NETWORK
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Richard Greenwald at the entrance to Studio A, an exact recreation of the old
movie theater-turned-recording studio at Stax Records from 1960-1975
Photo by Ziggy Mack
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Soulsville CEO Richard Greenwald
finds renewed purpose in the
transformational effect of the arts
BY ROBERT GORDON ’79
11

KINDRED
SOUL
F

rom the prison yard to the
schoolyard, Richard Greenwald ’83
has experienced a dramatic shift in
his continuing mission.
“I’ve been in the bowels of prisons,
been night-riding on police patrol, seen
shootings, been inside juvenile detention
centers.” Greenwald pauses, seeing it
in his mind’s eye while all around are
the vibrant colors of the Stax campus,
the playful kids from Soulsville Charter
School and Stax Music Academy, and the
coolest music from the 1960s and ’70s
wafting from outdoor speakers.
After 25 years of transforming lives
for the marginalized, Greenwald noticed a
fundamental difference when he took the
job as president and CEO of the Soulsville
Foundation – overseeing the charter
school, music academy, and Stax Museum
of American Soul Music.
“All the students and everyone who
works here want to be here,” he says.
Greenwald has made a career helping
individuals while working in a system
designed, as he puts it, “to process
people.” His path reflects a belief in the
power of personal redemption.
“There are a lot of dads and brothers
and sisters and moms that have gotten
off course,” he says, “and they need help
getting back on. I’ll always be committed
to doing what I can for people who’ve
found the deck is shuffled against them.
That’s what drives me.”
Since joining the iconic Memphis
cultural foundation in 2017, he has found
renewed motivation, this time in the
power of the arts to change lives.

12
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From College
to Career
Greenwald’s cultural awareness
was heightened during his years at
Connecticut College. As he recognized
the school’s lack of diversity, he gravitated
toward like-minded students.
“We began asking, ‘Why aren’t
African-American students or faculty
here? When they come, why don’t they
stay? Why is it so hard for them to be
here?’”
Together with students from the
Black and Spanish student unions,
the group created a list of actionable
steps centered around the recruitment,
retention, and support of minority
students. Months of unfulfilled promises
turned to years, and on a 1986 spring day
when the trustees were on campus, 50
students took over the administration
building.
The Connecticut College website
lists the protest among the school’s
milestones: “The sit-in and subsequent
collaborations result in an affirmative
action plan, racial awareness workshops,
and diversification of curriculum.”
Being part of the change set him
on a trajectory, and the first stop was
Al Gore, Jr.’s Senate staff in Washington,
D.C. (where he worked alongside

Jeff Levinson ’82).
“For two years I got to see
government from the inside, talking
policy and issues all day long and working
with constituents.”
He came away with a foundation for
all his future work: “If you get enough
people focused on an issue, and they are
willing to pursue it with the person in
charge, you can have power.”
After attaining a master’s at
Columbia’s School of International
and Public Affairs, Greenwald took his
philosophy of grassroots action to the
welfare-to-work company, America
Works, just before a five-year limit on
receiving welfare went into effect.
“There was this sudden demand –
plus a billion government dollars – for
helping the impoverished get work.
And we made ourselves accountable,
saying, ‘Only pay us for our successes.’
This was the beginning of performancebased contracting in the social service

Students of the Stax Music Academy film
a video for their 2022 Black History Month
Virtual Concert, which was viewed by more
than 80,000 people worldwide.

sector. It was revolutionary, a disrupting
organization.”
To date, America Works has helped
over 2,000,000 people improve their selfsufficiency through gainful employment.
After five years, the city of
Philadelphia along with the Governor’s
Office and the Pew Charitable Trusts
recruited Greenwald to helm its new
welfare-to-work initiative. The first
executive, he would grow the Transitional
Work Corporation into one of the largest
jobs organization programs in the
country, with 135 employees.
“We got over 15,000 people who were
coming out of public assistance into the
job market and kept them stable.”
The young man who kept making the
impossible possible was soon recruited
by the Manhattan Institute think tank to
work with Cory Booker, then the mayor of
Newark, New Jersey. The job description
might have been: So you think you’re
tough, eh? Because this time, his task was
creating a system to usher former state
prisoners toward stable lives.
“If former prisoners don’t have help,

they get thrown back in,” he says. “Often,
their debts have piled up so if they work,
their wages will be garnished. And if
people were substance abusers or had
mental wellness issues and were getting
treatment behind bars, there was no
continuity when they got out.”
Greenwald led the establishment
of a re-entry program committed to
addressing issues that plague released
inmates and getting them into the labor
market. The program continues today.
Like a game of red rover, Philadelphia
beckoned him back. Having proven
himself among prisoners, he turned to
helping children and young adults (pre-K
to age 26) avoid the prison pathway
through the Youth Safety Initiative for
Mayor Michael A. Nutter.
“That age group of 19 to 26, no one
else wanted to deal with those guys. The
older you get, it’s less positive and more
punitive.”
The job was eye-opening not just for
the bad he saw, but also for the good he
found.
“I spent a lot of time in struggling
communities with high crime, a lack
of infrastructure, people living in
government housing that smells deeply
of urine, with unrepaired bullet holes
everywhere. But always you’d find these
remarkable community leaders – lifetime
residents trying to improve everyone’s
lives, grandparents trying to get fresh
food in the community, or to make it safe
for kids to move through neighboring
areas where there were other gangs,” he
says.
“In America, we slice and dice: You’re
welfare, you’re formerly incarcerated,
you’re an at-risk youth – but really it’s just
families, communities.”

13

From Philly
back to Memphis
Along the way, he had married a
Boston girl and was raising a Philly family
– four kids who now range in age from
13 to 21 – when one day his wife, Nancy,
looked up from her reading.
“I’ve found the perfect job for
you,” she said. She had come upon the
Soulsville Foundation CEO posting.
Nancy knew that whenever
her husband identified himself, he
always mentioned his Memphis roots.
Greenwald would soon find himself
relocating to his childhood hometown
and commuting to Philadelphia to see his
family.
The Stax project was in its 14th year
when Greenwald took charge in 2017.
The Stax Museum is one of the rare
U.S. museums operating in the black,
he says. The after-school Stax Music
Academy provides academic assistance,
youth development, college prep, and
intense musical instruction. And The
Soulsville Charter School, which occupies
a modern new building on the campus,
can boast that 100% of all seniors
have been accepted to college or postsecondary educational institutions since
it began graduating students in 2012. Not

14
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surprisingly, the school includes a strong
music program.
Greenwald has learned how the
arts can make a difference in education.
When he arrived, he wanted a graduate
of the program on the Soulsville
Foundation Board of Directors. He
chose Kirby Dockery, who went from a
5-acre Mississippi farm to the Stax Music
Academy to the prestigious Berklee
College of Music to being signed by JayZ’s Roc Nation. Her songs have been
performed by Rihanna, Kanye West, Paul
McCartney, Beyonce, and Ariana Grande.
The arts can help lay a foundation
for careers in other areas. Stephani
Brownlee, Soulsville’s 2013 valedictorian,
excelled in science and also wrote and
conducted a symphony while in high
school. She parlayed a high school
summer music production workshop at
Brown University into an undergraduate
scholarship there and went on to earn
a master’s in criminal justice at Florida
State University. Today, she is a criminal
intelligence analyst for the Department
of Homeland Security and is earning
another master's, this time at Harvard.

Right, a permanent exhibit at the Stax
Museum is the Express Yourself Dance
Floor, with constant footage from the
popular 1970s television show Soul Train.
Students of all ages are treated to a Hall of
Records exhibit at the Stax Museum with
more than 300 albums and 900 45-singles
on display.

Singers of the Stax Music Academy perform their June Grand Finale
Concert.
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Soulsville Foundation President and CEO Richard
Greenwald in the Stax Music Academy Memphis
Grizzlies Band Suit - Photo by Ziggy Mack

Justin Timberlake conducted a two-day series of
workshops and concerts with students in 2019. He
subsequently hired the students to sing backup for
him for a music video that was broadcast during
the Biden-Harris inauguration. Timberlake supported
the creation of a permanent songwriting and music
business lab at Stax Music Academy.

From Soulsville
to the Stars
In promoting the work of the
Soulsville Foundation, Greenwald has
encountered some misconception about
the population that the school and
academy serve. “Many supporters say, ‘It’s
so great that your work keeps the kids
off the streets and from doing drugs.’ But
our students are good kids with parents
who care, just like in your neighborhood.
They’re not violent or drug dealing. Their
community may not have access to highquality, state-of-the-art facilities, so we
provide that.”
He has also faced misunderstanding
about the scope of the operation. “Some
people think that while we’re doing ‘God’s
work,’ it’s not real work.” Greenwald
counters with a description of the moving
parts: “The reality is we have $34 million
dollars of assets on this campus, 105

16
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employees, 60,000 visitors per year to
the museum, and 650 students coming
and going daily on our campus, not to
mention the neighborhood festivals and
other events we host on our site.”
On the Stax campus, the business
is camouflaged by the success that gives
visitors an electric thrill. Greenwald says,
five years in, that thrill still shocks him
every day. “The energy here! The kids
playing music all day long, the singing
after school, you can hear the fun they’re
having.”
He recalls the excitement of his first
week on the job. “On the Friday there
was a student songwriting competition
being judged by former Stax artist and
the [Soulsville] Foundation’s original CEO,
Deanie Parker, and by Memphis jazz great
Kirk Whalum, and by MUS Music Director
Matt Tutor ’91. On Saturday there was
a record swap that drew the collector
crowd, and the kids were here practicing
for a Levitt Shell show, and all the tourists
were coming through the museum too.”
That kind of energy has continued.
“We were part of the presidential
inauguration last year, shooting a video
with the students and Justin Timberlake.
We took 10 kids to The Ellen DeGeneres
Show – they surprised us with gifts and
donations that really made a difference.
The kids nailed their performance, they

were fearless.
“I was here when Stax [Records]
founder Jim Stewart donated his fiddle,
the instrument that started it all, and
saw all the tears. That night, the kids
performed a Carla Thomas song in front
of her, and she was clapping along! When
bands come through town, we often get a
call. Janet Jackson’s band fell into a Q&A
with students and that turned into a
spontaneous jam with the students. It was
hilarious, pure joy, exhilarating.”
Greenwald’s office overlooks the
campus amphitheater. Out his window,
he sees kids horsing around on a sunny
day, and he hears their laughter. From
the parking lot comes the familiar wahwah sound from Isaac Hayes’ Theme From
Shaft.
“At Stax everyone wants to be here,
and I can’t tell you how emotionally
moving it is. My job is difficult, it’s
stressful … but it’s so exciting to be here!”
The challenging life situations he saw
in his previous work never leave him, but
the knowledge and experience inform his
present position.
“It’s become obvious to me that
arts education leads to better academic
achievement, which leads to compassion
for others – and that’s the essence of soul
music. If we’re not honest about what’s
happening in the world, if we don’t have
trust, if we don’t know each other, how
can we have a thriving democracy? It
sounds heady, but when you’re investing
in arts education, you are creating
connectivity in the world, you are
improving our democracy.”
He turns from the window and the
light falls on his face. “I’m proud to be
associated with that.”

MUS-Stax
Dance
Partners

There’s a tight relationship between Memphis University School and the Soulsville
Foundation. Many MUS alumni were behind its establishment and the opening of the Stax
Museum of American Soul Music and Stax Music Academy in 2003.
“MUS alumni like Staley Cates ’82 and Andy Cates ’89, Sherman Willmott ’84, John
Fry ’62, Robert Gordon ’79, Temple Brown ’81, Mark Crosby ’79, and Scott Crosby ’82 – all
have been more than crucial to making the Soulsville Foundation operate and succeed,” says
Soulsville President and CEO Richard Greenwald ’83. “I am in their wake and get to drive for
a bit. A Thompson ’98, John Kremer ’83, and Richard Hussey ’87 – these alumni have been
on the board while I’ve been here. And many MUS donors have made a difference – so please
keep on giving! I’m aware of the MUS connection to Soulsville almost daily.”
(For more on alumni involvement in the Soulsville Foundation, see the Summer 2003
issue of MUS Today at tinyurl.com/staxMUS.)

Students of the Stax Music Academy film
a Black History Month jazz classic at the
B-Side in Minglewood Hall.

Hatchett
Strikes
Again

Richard Greenwald ’83 has held a lesson from English teacher Bill Hatchett close.
“Mr. Hatchett challenged us to become experts at something,” Greenwald remembers, “and
I took that to mean you don’t need permission to pursue a passion.” Following on his long
fascination with how a divided Memphis in the early 1970s found unity behind the University
of Memphis Tigers’ rise in NCAA basketball, Greenwald has been working on a documentary
about the 1973 team featuring Larry Finch, Ronnie Robinson, Larry Kenon, and Gene Bartow.
(One of his partners is Hugh Fraser, father of Will Fraser ’22.) “I don’t know anything about
filmmaking, but here I am developing Courting the Dream, a film that combines my personal
passions – Memphis, and unifying diverse groups. That was a good English class!”
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Chilling Effect: How Eric Dean Wilson became an
authority on Freon and global warming
BY JANE SCHNEIDER

A

h, summers in the Delta, such
sweaty fun! We scurry from
the coolness of our homes
to our air-conditioned cars
to our climatecontrolled
offices, all in
hopes of dodging
the season’s
drippy, cloying
heat. Can
you imagine
life before air
conditioning?
The magic of
Eric Dean Wilson
refrigerants
dramatically
changed our lives. Although this
wondrous invention brought society
welcome relief from the dog days of
summer, it came at a high environmental
cost. Eric Dean Wilson ’05 explores
this phenomenon in his new book After
Cooling: On Freon, Global Warming, and
the Terrible Cost of Comfort (Simon &
Schuster, July 2021).
Wilson’s essays have appeared in Tin
House, the Los Angeles Review of Books,
and other publications. But in After
Cooling, he gets to spread his literary
wings by delving into subject matter that’s
unexpectedly rich: the environmental and
political ramifications of air conditioning.
His book examines the colorful tale of
the rise and fall of Freon, the trademarked
name for chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs),
gases once thought to be safe and
beneficial to our lives. But far from being
benign, these greenhouse gases proved
to be hugely hazardous to the Earth’s
atmosphere. Over time, the steady
release of pollutants produced a hole
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in the stratospheric ozone, the layer
that absorbs the sun’s ultraviolet (UV)
radiation, thus preventing dangerous UV
rays from reaching the Earth’s surface.
The hole, which yawns over Antarctica, is
roughly the size of the continental United
States.
From Freon’s invention in the 1920s
to the federal government’s efforts to
ban CFCs in the 1980s and beyond, the
resulting ozone depletion has brought
into sharp focus mankind’s ability to do
serious and potentially irrevocable harm
to our planet.

Beginnings on the Boards
During his days at MUS, Wilson was
a self-described “theater kid,” a studious
reader who gravitated to the stage as a
way of exploring the world. He says being
involved in acting under the direction
of Flip Eikner ’77 and Andy Saunders
was far more gratifying than reading
the plays of Shakespeare because on
stage “you could inhabit the text.” He
certainly achieved this when he won the
2005 English Speaking Union National
Shakespeare Competition. (See sidebar.)
Wilson also appreciated English
teachers Elizabeth Crosby and the late
Terry Shelton for exposing him, “not just
to great classics but to a wide range of
literature,” he says.
Wilson attended Northwestern
University in Chicago where he obtained
his undergraduate degree in theater. But
instead of pursuing a career in acting, he
shifted to writing.
Although he did not consider himself
a writer while in Upper School, following
graduation he began to journal. “I was

writing about things that had happened
during the day and my thinking about
them. I was terrified about forgetting
details, so by writing it down and
processing my thoughts, journaling
was a way of being able to represent the
experience.” He also attended creative
nonfiction workshops, which further
sharpened his attention to dialogue and
detail.
Determined to earn a living in the
arts, Wilson headed to New York City.
“I loved the city and moved there,
cold turkey. I didn’t know what I’d do, but
I knew I wanted to be a writer,” he says.
Wilson held the usual jobs in his 20s, as
a bartender and barista, but eventually
landed an internship at Archipelago
Books where he gained entrée to the
publishing world and rose to assistant
editor.
He quickly discovered that it was
not the route for him. “Editing is a skill a
lot of people think they have. I am not a
good editor.” However, the experience did
provide insight into how the publishing
world works.

Writing about climate change
He then earned an MFA in creative
writing from The New School and began
teaching climate-themed writing and
environmental justice to undergraduates
at various colleges in the New York area.
“I had finished my MFA and knew I
wanted to write about climate change,
but I was also treading water,” he says.
A friend encouraged him to get to
know Sam, an outgoing environmentalist
who held an unusual job: He traveled
across rural America buying unused

canisters of Freon and destroying them.
(Sam’s company made money in this
manner.) While the production of CFCs
was banned by the government, their use
was not, so Freon continues to quietly be
bought and sold even 25 years after being
banned.
“Initially, I had no idea what Freon
was and how Sam’s work took place. But
he’s so easy to talk to, and his clients
found him charismatic and easygoing, so
I became fascinated by the work.” Wilson
wound up traveling to farms and garages
with Sam, initially envisioning a magazine
profile but instead finding a book-worthy
topic.
After Cooling toggles between Sam’s
experience and the history, politics, and
class issues that surround cooling. Sam’s
conversations with people he encounters
regarding the continued use of Freon
and its environmental impact bring the
otherwise insurmountable problem of
global warming down to size, helping the
reader realize that change is only possible
through meaningful dialogue.
Wilson is an adept writer with the
ability to weave a compelling narrative
and the knack for uncovering interesting
stories, particularly in the tales of some of
the early scientists who brought Freon to
the marketplace.
While his premise wasn’t an easy
sell, Wilson found an agent who helped
him shape his book proposal. “Many
publishers passed because climate
literature doesn’t sell,” Wilson says with a
laugh.
Editors at Simon & Schuster,
however, appreciated his storytelling
and purchased the rights in 2017. After

six years of research and writing and
two major redrafts, Wilson says the
book gradually shifted from being “more
poetic to becoming more journalistic and
historical.”
Now that After Cooling is out in the
world, Wilson can return to his studies.
He is currently pursuing a doctorate in
the English program at The Graduate
Center, City University of New York,
where his work focuses on American
studies and environmental humanities.
No doubt he will be on the hunt for the
next environmental story that needs to be
told.

This photo of Eric Wilson appeared in the
September 2005 issue of MUS Today.

Wilson’s Monologue
Tops 2005 National
Competition
Theater Director Flip Eikner ’77
could not have anticipated launching a
champion orator when he encouraged
his students to sign up for the 2005
English Speaking Union National
Shakespeare Competition. Eric
Wilson ’05 won locally and advanced
to the regional competition – where
he won again, receiving a hefty check
and a plane ticket to New York City
for the national contest. There, Wilson
triumphed over the other 55 regional
winners chosen from over 16,000
student competitors nationwide. The
final round required a cold reading of a
monologue.
“Mr. Norman Thompson’s
Shakespeare class definitely helped
me quickly interpret my piece from
Coriolanus,” Wilson says. “The more
you read Shakespeare, the easier it is to
understand.”
Wilson expressed surprise at the
victory, but longtime theater instructor
and now Faculty Emeritus Andy
Saunders never doubted his ability.
“He has an unusual facility for making
characters believable, regardless of
the character,” Saunders says. “That’s
something you can’t teach. That’s
something you do.”

19

review
Turning the Tables: Michael Goodwin’s latest thriller
reimagines the 2020 presidential election

D

uring the week, Michael
Goodwin ’74 keeps his
eye on the markets. As the
managing director at a
Manhattan investment firm that deals in
high-yield bonds and distressed securities
sales, he is often involved in complex
trades that require precise language and
execution. But on the weekends, he enters
what he calls a “more liberating and
quiet” world where anything is possible,
where the characters he creates for his
novels do his bidding.
His books have ventured into the
finance and trading worlds as well as the
seamy side of politics. His latest novel,
Vice Versa: An Alternative History of the
2020 Presidential Election (White Bird
Publications, January 2022), is a political
satire/thriller that reimagines the 2020
presidential election. In this alternate
universe, the pro-Trump media and
FBI delve into Joe Biden’s presidential
campaign as it is rumored to be receiving
aid from the People’s Republic of China,
i.e. colluding.
Reviewers have called the novel “bold
and hard hitting,” filled with “sharp wit
and fast-paced dialogue,” and “a portrayal
of partisan American politics that will
cause the reader to both laugh out loud
and maybe quietly mourn.”
The novel’s protagonist is Gary Wang,
a low-level Biden staffer who, through
coincidences and misunderstandings,
finds himself in the center of the
maelstrom and suddenly a person of
interest for the media, politicians, and the
FBI.
Notes Goodwin, “A major theme
of the book is how easily an innocent
individual can be destroyed by the
government and media in a Kafkaesque
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vortex, even in a nation
like ours that is founded
on individual freedom and
rights.”

The itch to write
The author has always
been drawn to writing,
a skill he honed while a
student at MUS. He served
as an editor of The Owl’s
Hoot during his junior
and senior years and also
received the prestigious
Russell Johnson Creative
Writing Award. The
positive feedback his work
elicited from teachers
Mike Deaderick and Jim
Russell served to bolster
his confidence.
“If you’re not getting
encouragement from
others beyond your
Investment firm director and novelist Michael Goodwin
immediate family, then
you should probably
Despite making career
find a better use of your spare time,” he
advancements, however, the itch to write
observes. “I’ve always been encouraged by never eased, so he continued writing,
agents and editors to keep at it.”
mostly on weekends. “I consider writing
Goodwin received his undergraduate a labor of love. It keeps you sharp. I don’t
degree in English literature from the
golf or garden, so what else am I going
University of Virginia. Though enamored
to do on the weekends? But I wouldn’t
with storytelling, he says he couldn’t
recommend it to just anyone because
quite envision earning a living as a writer. it takes a lot of time and effort with no
He obtained an MBA from The Wharton
guarantee of any kind of payback. You
School and moved to New York City to
have to be a bit insane to do it, but then
follow a career in investment banking.
again maybe it’s what keeps you sane.”
While working on Wall Street, he enrolled
Goodwin published his first novel
for a semester in Columbia University’s
at age 33. Big Time (1989) is a cautionary
MFA program in creative writing – an
tale about a kid from Arkansas who goes
extracurricular activity that got him fired
to Harvard and becomes a commodities
from his job, he says with a laugh.
trader only to get too wrapped up in the

bright lights of the big city. He later wrote
Junk (2004), the story of a Black junk
bond salesman who finds himself falsely
accused of espionage and murder (4.8
stars Amazon rating); and When Vultures
Dance (2009), a tale that follows a hedge
fund trader during the Great Recession.

Novel approach
Goodwin turned to the nation’s
political climate for Vice Versa.
The storyline puts Biden’s campaign
in the crosshairs, as it is alleged to be
receiving funds from communist China.
Goodwin considers himself a “centerright Republican. I’m not a Trump fan – at
all,” he says.
What prompted the idea for the
novel was the charge that collusion had
taken place between Russia and Trump’s
political campaign in an effort to help
him win the 2016 presidential campaign.
“That supposedly serious people were
saying that Putin was calling the shots,
that Trump was a Manchurian candidate,”
he says, astounded him. He points to the
Steele dossier, which was the basis for an
FBI investigation allegedly paid for by the
Democratic National Committee.
“The sitting administration’s FBI was
investigating the other party’s candidate
[Trump] in the middle of an election
based on a dossier paid for by the current
president’s party [the Democrats],” he
says. “That’s banana republic stuff ! And
the mainstream media dropped the ball
in examining it and totally disgraced
itself. I wondered how the media would
have reacted if the story had been the
exact opposite.”
It’s worth noting that at the front of
his book, Goodwin thanks his publisher,
White Bird Publications, “for having the
guts and an open mind in a publishing
world that has become close-minded,
insular, and asleep in its woke orthodoxy.”

Owl’s Hoot editors from the 1974 yearbook, captioned, “Jaye Wells (Ed.-in-Chief), Charles Day,
Nathan Bicks, Bucky Wellford, Tom Preston, Mack Ray, Mike Goodwin.”

White Bird is an independent publisher
based in Austin, Texas.
Goodwin says he is excited about
the timing of the release since the Steele
dossier as well as the Biden family’s China
business connections have been making
headlines. The book often mirrors, in a
flip-side view, the news that surrounded
the 2016 election cycle, historical points
that provided a loose framework for his
narrative.
He enjoys the process of creating
and fleshing out his characters. “Once
you get going and the character becomes
somewhat independent, once you’ve
formed the foundation of the character, it
makes it easier. You know what motivates
them, what drives them, and the narrative
starts to flow more easily.”
Vice Versa took about a year to
write, with Goodwin largely working on
the weekends from his home in Wilton,
Connecticut, where he lives with his
wife, Buffy, and their three children:
Luke, Spencer, and Emory. His children

are all in their early 20s, and Goodwin
affectionately refers to them as AAs,
Adolescent Adults.”
“I’m lucky to have a career that allows
me to write. I feel I’ve had some success
– I may not have made it to the major
leagues yet, but I’m at least scoring some
runs in the minors.”
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Davis Brings AV Skill to Tech Team

T

Zac Davis joined the technology office
in March as tech support/audio-visual
specialist. He comes to MUS from the
corporate world where he installed and
supported many forms of AV equipment and
most recently assisted with social media for a
medical company. Formerly with Conference
Technologies Inc., the company the school
uses for AV support, he was the technician

often sent to fix problems, so he was already
familiar with the campus and brought
troubleshooting acumen.
“Zac has jumped right in by assisting
with some major projects involving the
scoreboard in Stokes Stadium as well as the
new one in Ross Lynn Arena,” said Director
of Technology John Simi. “He has also been
involved with plans for 2022 graduation.”

Phillips Joins Faculty as Tech Teacher
Corey Phillips joined MUS as
instructional technology teacher in January.
Phillips has a 10-year background in higher
education, most recently as instructional
technologist since 2018 at Rhodes College.
Phillips received a Bachelor of Arts
in English, history, and sociology from
the University of Mississippi in 2012
and a Master of Divinity from Memphis
Theological Seminary in 2017. Along with
his wife, Alisha, he serves as co-pastor at
Olive Branch Fellowship Church.

“I firmly believe that anyone can
learn how to interact with technology
confidently,” Phillips said. “I find great joy in
teaching a student to use a tool they’ll carry
with them the rest of their lives.”
His belief in the value of technology
education is not limited by age. During
Grandparents Week in April, Phillips
conducted a session for attendees on using
the MUS website that evolved into a primer
in online security.

Jordan New Communications Specialist

T

The Communications Office welcomed
Jonah Jordan as communications
specialist in May. Jordan brings eight years
of experience in print and digital journalism
and, most recently, in digital marketing as
an account executive for WMCTV-5. He
previously reported for The Daily Memphian
for two years, writing sports and features.
Serving as lead writer for 247Sports/
CBSSports, GoTigers247 for several years,
he gained experience in building a social
media following and a subscription base. As
the school and sports writer at Germantown
News, he honed his Adobe skills by building
the education and sports section of the
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paper each week. While completing a
bachelor’s degree in journalism at the
University of Memphis (2017), he worked
as a reporter and copy editor for The Daily
Helmsman. Upon graduation he wrote
for SBNation’s Grizzly Bear Blues Blog for
over two years, providing analysis of the
Memphis Grizzlies and covering breaking
sports news. “Someone once told me that
as a sportswriter I didn’t cover sports, but
people,” he said. “I took that to heart in my
time as a journalist.” As managing editor
of Inside MUS and social media manager,
he can put that viewpoint into practice
covering the people of MUS every day.

FAC U LT Y N E W S

Fudge Awarded Fulbright Grant

T

echnical Director of
Theater Robert Fudge
has received a Fulbright
Distinguished Award in
Teaching Research. In January he began
six months of study at the University
of Helsinki in Finland. Fudge, who is
one of only 22 teachers nationwide to
receive the 2021 award, has focused his
research on the confluence of design,
craft, art, and engineering that occurs
in theater construction and technology.
He sums it up as “traditional arts
and crafts meeting technology and how
the things we make shape us,” and he
ties the concept to the interdisciplinary
thinking and creating that happens at
6191 Park Avenue. “I like when I have
projects for students that don’t quite
fit in any category,” he says. “Broad

experience prepares students to be full
citizens. It is the basis of an MUS liberal
arts education.”
The Fulbright program awards
grants to accomplished U.S. educators
for an intensive professional
development program designed
to promote mutual understanding
among teachers, their schools, and
communities in the United States and
abroad. The program is sponsored
by the U.S. Department of State and
the J. William Fulbright Foreign
Scholarship Board. Recipients of
Fulbright grants are selected on the
basis of academic and professional
achievement, as well as record of
service and demonstrated leadership
potential.

Above, Robert Fudge speaks with Finnish lukio
(academic track) students about American
high school, and he flashes the U with an
aurora borealis background.

Snow doesn't slow down the locals outside
Finlandia Hall.
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IN MEMORY

Mary Judith “Judy” Hurst 1941-2022

M

ary Judith “Judy” Hurst,
the Upper School secretary
affectionately known as the
“Mother of the Upper School,”
died peacefully at her home surrounded
by her husband and her children on
Easter Sunday, April 17, 2022.
Coming to MUS in 1988 and watching
over the Upper School for more than two
decades, she was well known to students
for her kindness, but she would also
not tolerate misbehavior. In recognition
of her superior work, she was awarded
the 2006 Jean Barbee Hale Award for
Outstanding Service.
Upon her retirement in 2009, Johnny
Carson ’09, said, “I’ve always secretly
believed that she actually runs the school
– that she’s the brains behind the whole
operation.”
Assistant Headmaster and Upper
School Principal Barry Ray said it was a
great pleasure to work with Mrs. Hurst.
“She had a marvelous sense of humor,
a genuine love of the boys and her coworkers, and she was dedicated to all that
MUS stands for. She was a lady of grace
and was supportive of the entire school
community. The students, faculty, and
staff all loved Judy. Her spirit will always
be with us.”
Born January 28, 1941, in Memphis,
she graduated from White Station High
School and attended the University of
Mississippi where she was a member of
Kappa Delta sorority.
Before coming to MUS, she worked
as an administrator at Saint Agnes
Academy for over 35 years. “She loved
her co-workers and all the students that
crossed her path,” reads her obituary.
“She was a lifelong member of Mullins
United Methodist Church where she sang
in the choir for over 20 years and taught

24

l MUS TODAY SPRING 2022

Judy Hurst, with her husband, Bill, and son, Hal, receives the 2006 Jean Barbee Hale Award
for Outstanding Service.

Sunday School as well as volunteered for
numerous committees. She most recently
attended Byhalia United Methodist
Church and volunteered for anything she
was called upon to do.
“Judy loved gardening and was
a past member and president of the
Germantown Garden Club. Her children
have several rose plants, flowering shrubs,
and trees she has given them over the
years.”
Judy is survived by her husband of
60 years, Bill Hurst, and her two children
Hal (Carrie) Hurst of Tupelo, Mississippi;
Brette (Joe) Stanley of Signal Mountain;
and five grandchildren. She also leaves
behind two siblings, Gene Wilkins of
Memphis and Lyn Kennedy of Vero
Beach, Florida, along with many nieces,
nephews, and friends. She is preceded in
death by her parents, Harold and Ambrette
Wilkins and brother Hal Wilkins.

“

She had a marvelous
sense of humor, a
genuine love of the boys
and her co-workers, and
she was dedicated to all
that MUS stands for.

”

-Assistant Headmaster
Barry Ray

AUSTIN
T

he reality of an independent
school like Memphis
University School is that
families pay tuition. Alumni
and their parents will tell you it is worth
it – an investment for the future, a strong
foundation to build upon.
Stewart Austin, Sr., a 1962 MUS
graduate who passed away November
6, 2020, believed in that investment and
foundation, but he also knew that tuition
can be a burden for many families.
“He was very aware of the needs of
Memphis,” says his son, Stewart Austin,
Jr. ’86. “He really thought that education
was a great opportunity and equalizer.”
The Stewart G. Austin Sr. Scholarship
Fund, established through a generous
bequest from Austin Sr., will support the
mission of the school by providing needbased tuition assistance to qualified boys
whose families could not otherwise afford
to attend MUS.
Austin Jr. and sister, Ellen Smith,
describe their father as a humble
man who gave generously and often
anonymously in his life: “He wanted to
quietly help people,” Smith said.
Austin Sr.'s obituary refers to him as
“the epitome of both a gentleman and
a gentle man.” It continues: “Described
by his friends and colleagues as kind,
humble, and a man or integrity, Stewart
would rather sit quietly and listen to
others rather than draw attention to

SCHOLARSHIP
FUND OPENS

himself. … Stewart’s greatest joy was his
wife of 54 years, Dede. A true family man,
Stewart adored and drew immense pride
from his two children and was utterly
devoted to his six grandchildren.”
Smith and Austin Jr. agree that their
dad would hesitate to publicize his gift.
“But he knew, and we know, that this is
BY JOHN MCBRIDE '17
a way to maybe encourage others to do
similarly,” Austin Jr. says.
A founding partner in Patton, Taylor
and Austin Land Development, Austin
Homes, and Austin-Weiss Construction,
Austin Sr. built a successful career in real
estate. In addition, he served as chairman
of the board for Synergy Treatment Center
and on the boards of the Boys and Girls
Club of Greater Memphis and Hutchison
School, Smith’s alma mater (Class of
1990).
Much of his estate has funded
need-based scholarships to schools and
organizations in the Memphis area,
generosity that will open doors for
many promising students and support
economic diversity in schools, Austin Jr.
says.
This scholarship fund is a welcome
addition to the school’s endowment
as these investments help fund the $3
Stewart Austin ’62, pictured at right in his
million in financial aid awarded to onesenior portrait, lent his talents to the MUS
newspaper and annual staff, played basketball, third of the MUS student body annually.
“He thought this was the best and
and served on the Social Committee. He is
most important thing,” Austin Jr. says. “To
pictured in the back row, center.
help people.”

DOORS TO
STUDENTS
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Soccer Supporters Celebrate
Webb-Creson Improvements
Watch a video of the dedication at tinyurl.com/webb-creson.

W

hen the Webb family wanted
to memorialize their friend
and coach, Larry Creson ’83,
there was only one possible
focus: soccer. The MUS soccer field bears
the Webb name, and the family has long
supported the sport.
As a result of their focus and
devotion, Owl soccer players, coaches,
and fans gathered March 29 to dedicate
the project initiated and largely funded
by the Webbs: the Creson Players Pavilion
at Webb Field. Named in memory of
the standout soccer player and coach,
the dugout and press box structure
– complete with a scoreboard – now
provides welcome shelter for players,
announcers, and reporters. Both the
Webb and Creson families were in
attendance to celebrate the dedication of
the building, made possible through their
gifts and those of many other Owl soccer
fans. Improvements at the south entrance
to the field include a new gate and a sign
listing the names of donors.
Headmaster Pete Sanders welcomed
the crowd and introduced Vincent Beck,
soccer head coach since 1997. Beck
thanked all who have been involved in
the program, especially the Webb family
– Jim, Gina, Jeffrey ’07, and Caroline
(Hutchison ’10) – whose generosity has
benefited soccer at MUS for two decades.
He referred to the late Larry Creson as “a
bit of a legend,” because he was a member
2

1

1
4
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of the Owl 1982 state championship
team, the University of Memphis squad,
and professional teams, including the
Memphis Storm and the Memphis
Rogues. Creson went on to serve as a
coach and passionate developer of soccer
in the Mid-South. The two met when they
played on the Storm, and Beck coached
Beau Creson ’06 and Alex Creson ’15 at
MUS. The family, including Shellie Creson,
her sons, and daughter, Julia (St. Mary’s
’17), were there to honor their husband
and father, who passed away in 2014 after
a long and courageous fight with cancer.
Jeffrey Webb, who played soccer at
MUS under Coach Beck from the seventh
grade, spoke about the value of his time
on the pitch. “The things that stand out
are 100 spring afternoons like this one,
doing drills with my teammates, and of
course, the thrilling competitions against
teams like Briarcrest, St. George’s, and
dreaded old CBHS. But winning, and
indeed excelling, in all areas academic
and athletic, is merely an incidental
byproduct of building the experiences
and character traits that MUS strives to
instill in its students,” he said.
“On this field I experienced and was
taught the camaraderie of pushing and
being pushed by my friends, of working
with others toward a common goal, of
learning a dedication toward the game,
and most importantly, of learning how
to fail well and to keep going anyway.”

Tina and Bob Fockler '77, Caroline and Ted Fockler '10
The McGuire clan: Britt '11, Kelly '70, and Mikey '03
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3

2

He recalled his dejected team after an
embarrassing loss to ECS. With his best
Scottish brogue, he repeated Coach
Beck’s words: “Men, a loss is only a loss if
you learn nothing from it.”
Jeffrey expressed his family’s honor
at dedicating the pavilion in memory of
Creson, who coached both he and his sister,
Caroline – “who was a hell of a soccer
player at Hutchison” – in their younger
years. “Coach Creson is dearly missed, and
it is a privilege to honor him today.”
Beau Creson began with a
clarification about the shoutouts he had
received for being part of the 2004 state
championship team. “My dad did a lot
on his team; I mostly sat on the bench
that used to be here. In the spring it was
freezing, in the summer it was hot. This is
a blessing for you players. No excuses now
– you’ve got it all,” he said.
“My dad loved soccer, but it wasn’t
about the winning. It certainly wasn’t
about the parents. It was about the players.
There is no more fitting tribute to my
father than Creson Players Pavilion. I think
he’s looking down, really proud. He would
have loved this. He would have taken a
jab at the football program to say, ‘Look at
what we’ve got now.’ Thank you so much
for letting us be a part of this, and Go,
Owls!”
It was a grand afternoon for MUS
soccer, made even sweeter with a varsity
victory over ECS, 2-0.
4

Missy and Jim Rainer '77 and Headmaster Pete Sanders

3

A furry soccer fan

1

2

3

Coach Vincent Beck

The Webb and Creson families, from left, Jeff, Gina, and
Jeffrey Webb; Julia, Alex, Beau, and Shellie Creson 2 Jeffrey
Webb '07 addresses the assembled soccer fans. 3 Soccer
alumni and friends at the dedication, front row, from left,
Head Soccer Coach Vincent Beck, John T. Fisher ’82, Chris
Fauser, Johnny Norris ’87, John Monahan ’85; back row, Paul
Reaves ’84, Kimbrough Taylor ’84, Thornton Brooksbank ’82,
Michael Peeler ’84, Robert Wallace ’84, Matthew Daniel ’84, and
Lee McWaters ’84
1
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CLASS NEWS

’59
Last fall, the Class of 1959 was
invited to join the Class of 1960
at its 60th reunion in Bolivar at
Kathy and Scott Ledbetter’s ’60
home, HopeCote. Our class
was represented by Lyn and
Ted Bailey, Jamie and Bill
Simmons, Ginny and Bryan
Nearn, Henry Turley, Don
Austin, Mary Malone, and
Becky Deupree. We started
the weekend with a lunch
at Scott’s new restaurant in
Bolivar, Simon’s Fish Camp &
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Grill, and then toured Bolivar
to observe the transformation
of a worn-out downtown into a
vibrant historically preserved
town square, including a
coffee shop, movie theatre,
Simon’s restaurant, and the
old Bank of Bolivar building
(in the process of becoming a
boutique hotel) – all the dream
and efforts of Kathy and Scott.
Then we enjoyed the afternoon
at the Ledbetter’s unbelievably
beautiful home, doing all
kinds of activities from tennis
to horseshoes to fishing to

hiking, followed by a fantastic
dinner party catered by the
Ledbetters’ daughter, Margaret.
It was truly an eventful day to
be remembered and another
example of the ties that bind
MUS alumni.
Even though T.L. Stebbins was
unable to attend, he sent his best
wishes to the Class of 1959 with
an invitation for us to visit him
at any of his three homes.
During the 2021 Homecoming
Weekend, Henry Turley

was honored by MUS as 2021
Alumnus of the Year at a
ceremony on campus. He was
honored for his outstanding
contributions to the City
of Memphis and his work
redeveloping Downtown. Henry
just completed the development
and subsequent opening of
two public schools in Jackson,
similar to the University
Campus School here in
Memphis. One is located on the
Lane College campus and one at
the U of M-Lambuth campus.

Lanny Butler sent his best wishes, and we were able to get an update
on him at the reunion through his brother, Syd Butler ’60. Lanny
wrote last summer, “Please pass along to our comrades this tidbit
of wisdom: “They say that 60 is the new 50, and 70 is the new 60,
BUT 80 IS 80!” He also wrote that he and his wife, Carol, traveled
to Plains, Georgia, for the 75th wedding anniversary of Jimmy and
Rosalynn Carter (Jimmy turned 97 in October). The celebration took
place at the old Plains High School and was attended by over 300
people. Lanny had a chance for relaxed visits with old colleagues
with whom he had served as deputy chief of staff in the Carter
Administration from 1977-1981. Carter had taken a fall a few days
before the celebration and spent some time in the hospital but
attended the celebration in a wheelchair and shook hands with all
300 guests.
Jimmy Carter stands with his principal campaign staff in Plains, Georgia, July 20, 1976. From left, Stuart Eizenstat, director of issues and policy; Hamilton
Jordan, campaign manager; Carter; Dick Moe, Walter Mondale's administrative assistant; Charles Kirbo, senior advisor; Jack Watson, transition preparation,
and Landon Butler, political director. (AP Photo/Peter Bregg)
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Allen Malone’s daughter, Kim
Scott, has published another
bestseller that executives in the
workplace need to read: Just
Work: Get Sh*t Done, Fast and
Fair. It is a follow-up to her first
bestseller, Radical Candor. Kim
has become a guru of teaching
work ethics. (I wish she had
written her books decades ago,
as the workplace environment
would have been much different
when we were growing up if we
had had access to her wisdom
and advice).
Don Austin reports that his
brother, Tom Austin ’65, and
his wife, Roulhac, have deserted
San Francisco after 30 years
and are finally moving back to
Memphis. Also, his son, Donald
Austin ’84, and his family are
moving from Hong Kong and
winding up in Colorado. After
living in Hong Kong for 22 years,
Don feels like they are moving
next door!
Bryan Nearn recently sold
his last hotel holdings in
Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, and
Asheville, North Carolina, and
is now enjoying being out of
the hospitality industry! One of
the Nearn’s grandsons, Peter,
was a freshman walk-on at
Clemson University and really
enjoyed the experience of college
football. He is looking forward
to next season. Peter’s parents,
Andrew and Ashley, and his
grandparents enjoyed traveling
to Clemson to watch a few
games last fall. Their grandson
Will graduates from Auburn this
spring and will be working with
Lockheed Martin in California.
Their granddaughter Anna
Kate will be a senior next fall
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at Auburn and granddaughter
Betsy will be a senior at ECS.
Grandson Clayton Nearn ’22 is
a senior at MUS.

Gold, noting that he is sheltered
in his home in West Little Rock,
where he and Laura have lived
for over 44 years.

Bill Simmons recently had a
pacemaker implanted for AFib
and is back to walking 3-plus
miles a day.
Howard Ellis has asked us to let
him know where our grandkids
are in college or the workforce,
so drop him a line and fill him
in on the details. His oldest
daughter’s twins are freshmen:
Ashley is studying history and
finance at Wake Forest, and
Logan is studying industrial
engineering and data science at
Northeastern University. Must
be bright kids!
A few weeks ago, a group of
’59ers who regularly meet for
dinner once a quarter (The
Conundrum) met at the Hunt
and Polo Club. The Simmons,
Don Austin, Henry Turley,
the Baileys, the Nearns, and
Mary Malone joined Anne and
Tommy Keesee in celebrating
Anne’s 80th birthday. Tommy
was so overjoyed with
enthusiasm for the event that
Anne literally danced on the
tabletops in celebration of the
occasion!
That’s all for now. Looking
forward to our 65th reunion in
2024.

’60
For hosting the reunion last fall
for the classes of 1958-60, Kathy
and Scott Ledbetter received a
long thank-you letter from Allan

Robert Dillard presents
Headmaster Pete Sanders a
copy of his memoir, My Life as a
Neonatologist.

’61
Winter and Memphis’ annual ice
storm left lots of our classmates
without power, but everyone
made it through, with the help of
“antifreeze.”
Classmate Bill Oxley passed
away January 23 and will
be missed. Many of our
“non-classmate” contemporaries
passed on in DecemberFebruary, as I have been to a lot
of funerals, but none died from
COVID.
Tammy and John Bell and their
new motor home got back from
Montana in the late fall; stayed
around long enough to do their
laundry and in late December
headed for Florida towing their
deck boat. They have discovered
the St. Johns River, west of
St. Augustine, and visit with
Tammy’s mother when they
are not bass fishing. Tammy
is ahead in the fishing contest
with a 9 lb. 8 oz. largemouth
bass. They have purchased a new
24-foot bay boat and are having

it fully outfitted with the latest
electronics. They had planned
to be back at their Sardis Lake
home by start of turkey season.
Lisa and Jody Brown are
enjoying retirement. Jody has a
bird dog and has quail hunted
in Kansas, Alabama, and
Mississippi this winter. They
are planning on getting after
the Arkansas trout as soon as
it warms up. They have trips
planned for the White River,
near Cotter.
Marilyn and Pepper Allen
spend lots of time at their
lakefront home on Greers Ferry
Lake (Heber Springs, Arkansas)
near the Red Apple Inn where
they boat on the lake, and
Pepper chases little white balls
on the golf course. They have a
second-grade grandson, Trigg,
who plans on following in his
grandfather’s footsteps as a
student at MUS.
Lyle Adams and wife, Rosa,
live in Lakeland near the
Stonebridge Golf Course. Lyle
reports that he has had one knee
replaced and is scheduling the
second replacement. He had a
scare with kidney failure but
made it through. Good thing
since he has become a wine
collector and consumer.

Remember to
submit photos
whenever possible
with your Class
News items!
Email ann.laughlin@
musowls.org.
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William Pinson
Oxley ’61
January 23, 2022

John Dominic
Canale III ’63
February 5, 2022

Howard Kreider
Tayloe, Jr. ’64
February 2, 2022

Hiram Jennings
Goza III ’71
February 3, 2022

Robert F.
Sharpe, Jr. ’71
February 4, 2022

R. Read
Kirkpatrick, Jr. ’72
January 2, 2022

Mack Brothers
Oliver ’77
February 23, 2022

Gregory H.
Meyer ’79
February 21, 2022

Thomas W.
Meriwether IV ’81
January 1, 2022

Kent David
McKelvey, Jr. ’87
January 17, 2022

Scott May decided to lay off the
deer this year because of CWD
(chronic wasting disease) in
Fayette County but is getting
ready for spring turkey at his
property east of Rossville.

’62
Nat Ellis shares that of his
seven siblings, almost all are
teachers or professors; oldest is
90 and youngest, who was 72, is
deceased.
Sam Gary is recovering from
heart surgery. We wish him the
best.
FedEx founder Fred Smith
– and Class of 1962 Best
All-Round – has announced
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that, effective June 1, he will step
down from his role as chairman
and CEO to become executive
chairman. “FedEx has changed
the world by connecting
people and possibilities for the
last 50 years,” Smith said in a
company release. “In my role
as executive chairman, I look
forward to focusing on board
governance as well as issues of
global importance, including
sustainability, innovation, and
public policy.”
Cole Wilder reports that he is
still doing great after having
both hips replaced. He finds time
to visit the farm in Galloway,
Tennessee, often – usually
to find the deer have helped
themselves to the vegetables.

’67

’68

Mark Halperin was named
to the Memphis Business
Journal Power 100. Quoting his
recognition article “Mark is
not often in front of the media,
but he can get its attention
whenever he wants it. In 2018
Halperin developed land in East
Memphis, a TIF [Tax Increment
Financing] district. He was
crucial to ServiceMaster’s
headquarters relocation to
the former Peabody Place
downtown. In his primary job at
Boyle Investment Co., Halperin
leads one of the region’s most
powerful real estate firms
with a significant portfolio
of properties in the Nashville
area as well as in its Memphis
headquarters.”

Bruce Hopkins reports that
he spent a fun-filled 10 days in
Palm Beach with three MUS
cheerleaders: his wife, Janie, and
her sisters, Pal Adams Wilson
and Kirk Adams Brady. Pictured,
from left, are Pal, Kirk, and Janie.

’69
John Cady shares that his son,
Cmdr. Matt Cady ’97, is four
months away from retirement
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In addition to TV & Film, the other panels
were Veterinary Medicine, Computer
Science and Technology, Business, and
Law. The following alumni also served as
panelists:
Sloan Abernathy ’05, partner at Deutsch
Kerrigan LLP, New Orleans, Louisiana
Dr. Stephen Galloway ’82, specialist in
veterinary dentistry and orofacial surgery
at Animal Dental Care Specialists,
Memphis
As part of College Counseling’s Alumni Professional
Panels, Emmy-winning director and producer
Joe Lazarov ’82 participated in a virtual session
with current students to talk about his work and
the business of entertainment. He encouraged
students to follow their passion and to consider the
entertainment industry for a career. “You can study
anything you want and find a place in this industry.
There are so many ways to get into this world.”

from the Navy and is currently
back at sea on the Nimitz. Matt
will probably accept new orders
to return to Norfolk and continue
with the Navy and NATO.
Phillip Crawford reports that
his son, Phillip, and his wife,
Paige, are expecting their first
child in August. “It will be Jan’s
and my first grandchild, so we
are very excited!”
The second volume of Wylie
McLallen’s
Hemingway
and the Rise
of Modern
Literature:
A Man of
Modern
Letters
has been
published
by Sunbury Press. The story
of how Ernest Hemingway
brought modern literature

a prominent philanthropy
consultant, and his death
has been noted in multiple
professional journals and
associations.
Congratulations are in order
for Pam and Bobby Levy on
the recent marriage of their
daughter, Caroline, to Kolton
Holmes.

Jeff Keltner ’98, senior vice president
of Business Development at Upstart,
Pasadena, California
Jeff Lewis ’88, staff vice president of
Retirement Investments at FedEx,
Memphis
Stephen Valentine ’11, lead consultant
at Dixon Hughes Goodman, Denver,
Colorado

into the mainstream of society
is told in these two volumes.
Wylie’s previous work, Tigers by
the River (2017), is a history of
the early years of professional
football. Coach Thorn would be
proud of this late bloomer.

retired as a member of the law
firm of Bass, Berry & Sims,
after 44 years with the firm. He
continues serving as a mediator
and arbitrator, primarily in
construction and other types of
commercial disputes.

Bruce Minkin recently
retired after 42 years at his
hand surgery practice. “I’ll
still be doing volunteer work
and staying active as a hand
surgeon. I’ve started my new
business, MinkMinerals, selling
gems and mineral specimens
online and at venues around the
country. It gives me an excuse to
continue digging and exploring.
Looking forward to spending
more time with my family and
traveling to exotic locations.”

Shep Tate retired as a member
of the law firm of Bass, Berry &
Sims in January. He continues
serving as a solo-practice
arbitrator, working part time.

’70
As of January 1, Wearen Hughes

’71
The big news for the Class
of 1971 was the loss of two
classmates in February. Hiram
Goza had been ill for some
time and died in hospice care.
Robert Sharpe passed away
unexpectedly in his sleep during
the recent Memphis ice storm.
He and Donna hosted our 50th
reunion last fall. Robert was

Hey, Batman and Robin (aka
Tom Jones and Philip Gould),
our intrepid reporter, Jess
Wesberry, caught you skipping
out without a lunch pass.

’72
Joel Hobson, Class of 1972 is
still NOT a member of our class.

’73
Congrats to Jan and Kip Caffey
who are expecting their first
grandchild this summer.
Lee “Norm” Drew was unable
to make his annual Christmas
visit to Memphis. Something
about his airline “no-fly” status.
Gary Garner recently came
back to check on his mom and
gathered with a few classmates
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Will Bettendorf ’81, left, and Hopie
Brooks ’80, right, joined forces in Dhaka,
Bangladesh, recently to promote exports of
U.S. cotton. Bangladesh is the second largest
cotton importer in the world, averaging 8.5
million bales per year. The trip was organized
by Cotton Council International, the
international marketing arm of the National
Cotton Council of America. Will is CCI’s
regional director for South Asia, and Hopie is
the director of export sales for Staplcotn, the
largest U.S. cotton cooperative in the United
States.

to catch up. Retired last year
from Southwest as a pilot, he has
moved to a 6-acre gentleman
farm outside Bend, Oregon, with
his wife, Stephanie. Happy to
welcome old classmates for a
visit.
Reb Haizlip has not retired,
rather he has delegated his
work to wife, Mary, while he
takes a permanent sabbatical
at their home in the Carolina
mountains.
Cecil Humphreys has spent the
last year renovating the former
Stratton home in Chickasaw
Gardens. We are working him
over to host our next class
reunion party!
Keith Ingram, who serves
as the 10th ranking tenured
senator in the Arkansas
Legislature, recently announced
he will retire at the end of the
current session to spend more
time assisting the Manning
family with their advertising
scripts.
Freshly returned from a fourth
vacation this year, Mary and
Bob Loeb are busy decorating
the new Memphian Hotel in
Overton Square in an eclectic
style to appeal to the burgeoning
River City music and art
community.
Dr. Steve Schoettle retired
from his successful surgery
practice but launched a second
career prescribing ivermectin
monoclonal treatments for
COVID-19. Editor’s note: This
information has not been vetted
by the CDC, the FDA, or the USDA.
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Elmer Stout remains the oldest
“new” father in the class (unless
someone is maintaining silence)
and is busy juggling sixth-grade
English in the tradition of Mr.
Hatchett.
Renaissance man Dr. Jim
“Booster” Varner has leveraged
the pandemic to write the great
American novel to beat Austin
Davis to the publisher.
Beasley Wellford has been
approached by the Rush
Limbaugh estate to take over his
conservative radio broadcast.

’74
Michael Goodwin has
published his fourth novel, Vice
Versa: An Alternative History of
the 2020 Presidential Election.
Read about it on page 20.

David Yawn, pictured with
History Department Chair

Jonathan Jones, presented an
eye-opening chapel program
in April on the war in Ukraine,
examining what is at stake and
why it matters.

finance and lives in Manhattan.
“Let us know if you are ever in
Southern California,” he says.

’78
Chris Schmeisser is now
vice president of leasing at
Healthpeak Medical Office
Properties.
Rob Threlkeld has started a
new position as commercial
banker at Guaranty Bank &
Trust Company.

’79
Jim Beard and his wife have
moved to La Quinta, California,
which is in the Palm Springs
area. Jim retired as president
from Papercone Corporation in
Louisville, Kentucky, after 35
years. Their oldest son, Jimmy,
and his wife, Olivia, live in
Memphis. Jimmy has his own
business in commercial real
estate and currently is a coach
on the MUS lacrosse team. Their
youngest son, Tommy, is in

Clayton George spent the
summer of 2021 guiding fly
fishermen in Alaska targeting
rainbow trout. It was all fish,
tundra, brown bears (Ursus
arctos), jet boats, float planes,
and wild blueberries.

’81
Hal Fogelman has joined the
board of directors of Memphis
Opportunity Scholarship
Trust (MOST). The mission of
MOST is to help create equity
in educational options, with
an emphasis on educating our
youth. In a recent interview Hal
was asked about an outstanding
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teacher in his life and how he
was influenced: “The teachers
who most influenced me were
not only outstanding teachers
from an academic standpoint
but also showed a genuine
interest in my life outside the
classroom. Ellis Haguewood
and Tom Brown from MUS,
Chuck Orvis at Rhodes.”

the championship medal.
Congratulations to the McGehee
family on this outstanding
accomplishment. See page 5.

Curry and John Luttrell
were excited about the March
wedding of their son, Wilson
Luttrell ’11 to Mary Rolfsen. The
bride and groom both reside in
Nashville where they are CPAs
for DeLoitte.

’84

’83
John Kremer is partner,
co-founder at 4-Good Ventures.

Harold Brown is living in
the Dayton, Ohio, area and
has reported that he started
his dream job as CFO of SVG
Motors.
Mark Hamer lives in McLean,
Virginia, with his wife, Melinda,
and two beautiful daughters,
ages 5 and 6.

Billy Orgel stands on the staircase of the Tennessee
Brewery in 2019. The 1890-vintage building now hosts
offices for his company, Tower Ventures, and an apartment
complex. Memphis Heritage chose Orgel for its inaugural
Kay B. Newman Award for his work preserving historical
architecture in the city. In addition to the Tennessee Brewery
project, Orgel has been instrumental in refurbishing the
Joseph Oliver Building, structures in the Snuff District, and
other properties. “I’m humbled, honored and surprised,” Orgel
told The Daily Memphian. “There are so many people doing
good things. It’s very nice to be considered. I really appreciate
them bestowing me with the honor.” For more on Billy Orgel,
see the summer 2019 issue of MUS Today at tinyurl.com/
orgel81.
In other news, the University of Memphis University Middle
and University High School space will be named the Orgel
Education Center in honor of Billy and his wife, Robin Salky
Orgel. Billy has announced that he will not seek re-election to
the Shelby County Board of Education in August.
Photo by Alan Howell

Cathy and Jeff Harris ’81, Hope
Lewis, Coach Chris Lewis,
Lauren and Norris McGehee ’81
celebrate at the year-end Owls
wrestling team party.
Ian
McGehee ’23,
son of Lauren
and Norris
McGehee,
placed first in
the 152-pound
weight class
at the TSSAA
Division II
state wrestling tournament
on February 19. Ian, who
has wrestled varsity since
eighth grade, defeated his
Baylor opponent 3-1 for

Michael Peeler’s daughter
graduated from UT Martin
last spring, and she was on the
first-place team in a competition
sponsored by the American
Society of Agriculture and
Biological Engineers.

’86
Cliff Goldmacher started a
consultancy helping business
teams enhance their creativity,
solve problems, and innovate
by teaching them to write
songs. Find out more at
TheReasonForTheRhymes.com.

’88
Ryan Riggs received the
William Starling Award for
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mentoring at the Southern
Association for College
Admission Counseling (SACAC)
conference in Orlando. Ryan is
director of College Counseling at
Episcopal School of Jacksonville,
Florida.

’89
Rob Edwards has taken a
position as an instructor at
Valiant Integrated Services.
Your Academy, from left, Johnny Norris ’87, Adam Hill, Brandon McGovern,
Chris Gafford, Dan Shumake ’89

Big news on the Your Academy (Johnny Norris ’87 and Dan
Shumake ’89) front. Their self-titled debut album, which was
recently released on limited edition green vinyl by Black &
Wyatt Records, received rave reviews from The Vinyl District.
Upcoming shows include July 14-23 at the International Pop
Overthrow Festival in Los Angeles and September 24 at the
Memphis Power Pop Festival at the Overton Park Shell.
In other music news, WALRUS (Johnny Norris ’87, Dan
Shumake ’89, John Grilli ’89) was nominated in the Best
Rock/Alternative and Best Pop/Rock Band category for the
Lafayette’s Tommy Awards. The Tommy Awards, a music
celebration benefiting The Memphis Music Hall of Fame, was
held March 20 at Lafayette’s. This inaugural live concert
event celebrated some of Memphis’ best artists performing at
Lafayette’s Music Room. Named in memory of the late Tommy
Peters ’73, the event honored Memphis musicians while raising a
charitable contribution to the Hall of Fame. WALRUS also opened
for the White Animals March 11 at Smith’s Olde Bar in Atlanta and
on March 12 at The Nick in Birmingham. On guitar for the Atlanta
show was Jeff Siewert ’83.
WALRUS, from left, Keith Tomes, John Grilli ’89, Johnny Norris ’87, Dan
Shumake ’89, Gene Hayes, Adam Hill, Jim Orick, Paul Tomes, Walker Robbins
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’91
Trevor Benitone sent this

’92

The Rev. Dr. Bill Murray, rector
of Holy Innocents Episcopal
Church in Atlanta, invited
classmate Brian McCarty,
above, to speak to students
at Holy Innocents Episcopal
School about helping children
process war through his
artwork and art therapy. Watch
the ABC News report here:
tinyurl.com/4hbcxu94

’93

photo of Bryan Cournoyer and
Spencer Dillard, calling it a
“rare West Coast sighting.”
After nine years climbing the
ladder at Amazon in their Web
Services Division, Spencer
Dillard made the leap to Google
during COVID and now serves
as director of engineering,
focusing on serverless and
orchestration. Spencer lives in
Seattle with his wife, Valerie,
and daughter Lucy, who is a
sophomore in high school.
Spencer’s older daughter,
Anabelle, is a freshman at
Whitman College.

Brian Bolton recently won
the Republican primary for
Judge of Tarrant County
Criminal Court 9, and he will
be unopposed in the November
election. Judge Bolton will be
sworn in on January 1, 2023.
Congratulations, Brian!

’95
After 20 years with SSR, David
Bradford has taken the position
of business development
manager with Turner
Construction Company.

Jeremiah “Sharrode”
McCray ’95 helped out at the
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’01
Chase Carlisle’s Carlisle
Corporation has opened Fancy’s
Fish House on the ground floor
of The Landings apartments
in Memphis’ One Beale
development. The name draws
from the nickname of Chase’s
wife, Jessica.
Jon Hampton has assumed
a new position as managing
director and partner at Boston
Consulting Group (BCG).

’03
Jeff Posson was the guest director for the production of Almost, Maine on the Hyde Chapel stage
in April. In addition to overseeing the production, he helped several students direct vignettes in
the play. Thanks, Jeff!
Civic Service Organization’s
February campus food
distribution event. Pictured
from left are CSO Advisor
Jonathan Large, Joey Paul ’25,
Sharrode, CSO President
Matthew Mellone ’22,
Witt Smith ’22, and Jordan
Infeld ’22. Sharrode is gearing
up for his Brotherhood
Showcase, scheduled for
October 14 and 15 at the
Agricenter. The event will
provide family fun and
information on support services,
mental health resources,
criminal justice reform, plus
shopping, entertainment, and
health and wellness screenings
for men. Find out more at
thebrotherhoodshowcase.com.

’96
Worth Jones is broker/
co-owner at Ware Jones

Realtors.

year.

’97

Rob Humphreys and wife,
Brittany, live in Germantown
with daughter, Kennon (14),
son George (3), and daughter
Hazel (1).

Sean Alpert has taken a new
role as senior vice president of
product marketing at Qualified
in Washington, D.C.

After 16 years, Byron Brown
has decided to leave Wyatt,
Tarrant & Combs and has
accepted the position of
senior counsel - litigation at
International Paper.

’98
Russell Casey has been named
executive chef at Kelly English’s
Restaurant Iris in Memphis.
The restaurant is moving from
Midtown to a larger space in
Laurelwood Shopping Center,
and it is slated to open later this

Hunter Humphreys has been
promoted to vice president, real
estate development and legal for
Dollar General.
Gonzalo
RinconGoya sent
this photo
of himself
hunting in
Spain while
wearing his
MUS cap. He
is married,
has two boys, and practices law
in Seville.

Harvey Kay returned to
Southern Growth Studio
as director of business
development. In February
Southern Growth Studio
merged with Knoxville-based
Pedal and rebranded as Epic
Pivot. The company’s mission:
“Make business a force of
good in the world and show
organizations how they can
thrive through purposeful
transformation.”
Paul McClure and his wife,
Kate, have a son, Jack Sargent,
and live in central Virginia
where Paul works as an
assistant professor of sociology
at the University of Lynchburg.

’04
Elliot Embry is now the
downtown mobility authority
chairman at Downtown
Memphis Commission.
Robert Freeman has started a
new position as first senior vice
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president and chief investment
officer, treasury at Berkshire
Bank.

’05
Cody Curtis has released his
fifth album, Philippians. It is
the most recent of his works
on a New Testament epistle,
following Romans, Hebrews,
and Jude. The collective musical
group he founded is called
Psallos (www.psallos.com).
Cody has degrees from Union
University, University of North
Carolina at Greensboro, and
University of Memphis, and is
currently professor of music
composition and theory at
Union University.
Alex Guyton is excited to
be joining the newly formed
Strategy and Analysis
Department as vice president,
portfolio analysis at MAA.
Hunter Swain has been
recognized by 5280 Top Lawyers
as one of Denver’s best plaintiffside labor and employment
lawyers for 2022.
Eric Dean Wilson’s book
After Cooling: On Freon, Global
Warming, and the Terrible
Cost of Comfort explores the
environmental effects of
refrigerants. Read about it on
page 18.

’06
Charlie Erb has taken a
new position with Strategic
Financial Partners as wealth
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strategies associate.
Hugh Francis is now a member
at Rainey, Kizer, Reviere and
Bell. He practices civil litigation
defense with particular focus
on the defense of health care
liability claims.
Kayli and Zack Rutland
married in Whitehouse,
Jamaica, in December. Kayli
is from Jackson, Mississippi,
and they met in Dallas where
they now live with their golden
retriever.
Nick Skefos completed
a fellowship in child and
adolescent psychiatry at
Boston Children’s HospitalHarvard Medical School and
is currently the director of
Student Counseling Services at
the University of Texas Health
Science Center in Houston

’07
Ragan Pitner is a doctoral
candidate at the University of
Washington, a bioengineer and
immunologist with experience
in prokaryotic and mammalian
cell culture.

Andrew Millen is now
senior product designer with
OfficeSpace Software.
Owen Mercer was quoted in a
Daily Memphian article about a
market report released January
5 by Cushman & Wakefield/
Commercial Advisors stating
that the Memphis industrial
market had a record-breaking
year in 2021: “The Memphis
area has always been a
great mid-country market
for industrial,” said Mercer,
associate vice-president
with Cushman & Wakefield/
Commercial Advisors. “We
check a lot of boxes in terms
of location. We have rail, road,
an international airport and,
of course, FedEx is such a key
player.”

’10
Kyle Anthony has taken the role
of director of digital marketing
at causaLens.
Bryan Crenshaw has started
a new position in fixed income
sales at Raymond James.

Collin Fountain has been
promoted to business manager
of Helena Products Group at
Helena Agri-Enterprises.

Rocky Stone has accepted the
position as vice president of
finance at Otto.
Peterson Wellford now has
his real estate license and is a
full-time agent with Myers Cobb
Realtors in Memphis.

’11

Caleb Carson married
Katherine Seevers on January
9 in Washington D.C. Pictured
are Johnny Carson ’09, John
Kim ’11, Caleb, and Russell
Scott ’11.

’12
Toby Baker has been promoted
to senior analyst at The Tenney
Group.

Zachary Wender has taken a
new position as associate in the
Real Estate Department at Paul
Hastings.

’08

Drew Karban has started a
new position as client services
representative at Atkins Capital
Management.

Classmates helped Ted Fockler
celebrate his October wedding
to Caroline Friday. From left,
Holt Edwards, Eric Catmur,
Ted, Spencer Fong, and John
Stratton.

Jake Greenstein has been
promoted to vice president,
BBH Capital Partners at Brown
Brothers Harriman.
Drew Stevenson has been
promoted to vice president at
Leonis Partners.

CLASS NEWS

’13
Ashton Clark has taken a
position as marriage and family
therapy intern at Midtown
Nashville Counseling.

’14
Blake Bennett has taken the
position of pitching coach for
Rhodes College.

David Blankenship, above,
is associate commercial
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relationship manager at Fifth
Third Bank. In this role he
identifies and develops client
solutions as a partner with
commercial bankers in middle
market, capital and treasury
management, and credit. He
brings more than five years of
experience, having worked as
a wealth management advisor
at Merrill Lynch, hedge fund
services representative at
Morgan Stanley, and a wealth
management intern at First
Horizon. He is active in the
community, volunteering at
Mid-South Food Bank and
fundraising for the American
Cancer Society.
Malik Smith has been
appointed to the board of
directors of the New Ballet
Ensemble and School.

’15
Jack Hirschman graduated
from George Washington
University with top honors and
highest GPA - 3.99, gave the
class address, and led the class
into graduation. He double
majored in physics and politics
and is in his third year of a
doctorate in physics at Stanford.
Drew Richmond has
completed his first season in
the CFL. He played for the 11-3
Winnipeg Blue Bombers who
won the league championship
and took home the Grey Cup.
During his time in graduate
school at USC, he met a special
group of students that have
become a part of his nonprofit
endeavor called MyPurpose
Impact Enterprise. The

nonprofit plans work with youth
who are struggling to find their
way in the world. It includes the
development of a new school
initiative, MyPurpose School
of Faith, which is committed
to helping youth discover and
nurture their innate abilities.
As a result of the skills Drew
developed at MUS, he feels
confident that he can leave a
positive impact.

’16
Joshua Benton is a tax
consultant with Deloitte in
Memphis.
Chandler Clayton has taken
a new position with PwC as
experienced associate.
Wes Flemmons lives in Seattle

Alumni pitched in at the Salvation Army Angel Tree
warehouse along with the CSO. Pictured from left are Reid
Chandler ’20, Christian Howard ’21, Hart Gowen ’21,
Akbar Latif ’21, and McKee Whittemore ’20.
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BIRTHS
Caroline and Mike Montesi ’06, a son, Elliot Andrew,
born August 3, 2021
Gray and Brandon Byrd ’07, a daughter, Lyllian Gray,
born December 17, 2021

an intern at Path Company,
an infrastructure solutions
company

’21

Caitlin Sullivan and Barry Brunetti ’10, a son, Beau,
born January 19, 2021

MARRIAGES
Zack Rutland ’06 to Kayli Cobb on December 4, 2021
Teddy Klug ’08 to Mary Kirkpatrick on February 26, 2022
Cale Carson ’11 to Katherine Seevers on January 9, 2022
Wilson Luttrell ’11 to Mary Rolfsen on March 18, 2022

where he works in the video
production world as an IT
technician at Wongdoody and
as a freelance videographer
on the side. He has also
been focusing on landscape
photography for the last couple
of years.
Gil Humphreys is living in
New York City where he is in
institutional equity sales with B.
Riley Securities.
Matt Kruczek has taken a
new position with the financial
services tax staff at Ernst &
Young.

’17
Edward Apple is working at
Valbridge Property Advisors as
an appraisal analyst.
John McBride has taken a new
position as account coordinator
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at Merritt Group.
Cole Middlebrook is a financial
counselor at 21st Mortgage
Corporation.
Harrison Tabor has graduated
from Clemson and is working as
a financial advisor at Prudential
Financial.
Henry Trammell has taken
a new position as associate
consultant at ClearPoint
Strategy.

Headmaster Pete Sanders
noted that an excerpt from
“More Than Objects for the Eye”
by Tamaz Young ’21 was the
Preparation for Worship at the
Idlewild Presbyterian Church
Youth Sunday service February
20. The poem is from Tamaz’s
book Unrequited Expressions,
published when he was a senior
at MUS.
Our society is constantly changing
I hope we engage in more
productive conversations

Louis Wittenberg is working as
a transaction advisory associate
at Grant Thornton.

I hope we have more self-esteem
and self-confidence

’18

I hope we love each other for more
than those exciting seconds

Bennett Barousse has started
a new student staff position at
Genesis Neuroscience Clinic.

I hope we accept our flaws and
not strive for perfection

Josiah Crutchfield is now

I hope we see each other more as
individuals than objects

Send news to your class representative listed below or to Ann Laughlin at ann.laughlin@musowls.org.
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Claude Crawford: grill17@yahoo.com
Bryan Nearn: bryan@bnearn.com
Metcalf Crump: metcrump@crumpfirm.com
Alex Wellford: awellford@farris-law.com
Scott May: sfmay@bellsouth.net
Jerry Bradfield: jbradfi293@aol.com
Doug Ferris: dferris@ffcfuelcells.com
Bill Quinlen: wlq1975@aol.com
Bob Heller: hrheller3@comcast.net
Rick Miller: drrick640@gmail.com
Chuck Smith: duckhead50@aol.com
John Pettey: john.pettey@raymondjames.com
Bill Ferguson
Terry Wilson: theactor@cypressusa.com
John Cady: johnrcady@gmail.com
Parks Dixon: parks@gwpalmer.net
Herb Davis: hdavis52@outlook.com
Kelly McGuire: c.kingu70@gmail.com
Jimmy Ogle: jimmyogle14@comcast.net
Barlow Mann: barlow.mann@sharpenet.com
Phil Wiygul: philwiygul@earthlink.net
Russell Day: rkday54@gmail.com
Joel Hobson: jhobson@hobsonrealtors.com
Cecil Humphreys: cecil@cecilhumphreys.com
Wise Jones: Wise.Jones@regions.com
Mark Ruleman: markruleman@gmail.com
Walker Sims: wsims@walkersims.com
Lee Marshall: lee57marshall@gmail.com
Gib Wilson: gwilson@lehmanroberts.com
Bruce Moore: jmoore1977@comcast.net
Cecil Godman: cecil.godman3@gmail.com
Rob Preston: robertbatespreston52@gmail.com
Arthur Fulmer: afulmer@fulmerco.com
Jerry Martin: jerry.martin@mcgriff.com
Louis Jehl: louis.jehl@jehlconsulting.com
Bryan Jones: oatmeal0930@gmail.com
Jeff Harris: jeff.harris@stjude.org
Boyd Wade: bwade@fcgtn.com
Ron Helmhout: ron@thecompanynurse.com
Craig Christenbury:
craig@chrishillconstruction.com
Jimmy Harwood: jim.harwood@fabsrv.com
Evans Jack: evans.jack@emesales.net
Drew Taylor: taylorjamesandrew@yahoo.com
Ted Simpson: ted.simpson@pnfp.com
Owen Tabor: otabor@aol.com
Andy McArtor: andy@mcartor.com
Rob Williams: robwilliamsiii@gmail.com
Andy Wright: adwri@bellsouth.net
Jeff Blumberg: jrblumberg@gmail.com
Bill White: bill.white@westfraser.com
Max Painter: max.painter@att.net
Fred Schaeffer:
fschaeffer@strategicfinancialpartners.com
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Scott Sherman: scott.sherman@fhnfinancial.com
Brian Eason: brian@cobuilt.com
Hootan Hidaji: hootanh@yahoo.com
Jeff Kerlan: jeffrey.kerlan@sterncardio.com
Trevor Benitone: benitonec130@yahoo.com
Ellis Haddad: ellis.haddad@raymondjames.com
Chuck Hamlett: chamlett@goarmstrong.com
K. C. Horne: horneKC@gmail.com
Thomas Quinlen: tquinlen@gmail.com
Gil Uhlhorn: guhlhorn@bassberry.com
Ben Clanton: bclanton@duncanw.com
Kirby May: kirbymay@hotmail.com
David Bradford: dbradford@ssr-inc.com
Gideon Scoggin: gscoggin@finfedmem.com
Will Thompson:
wthompson@nfcinvestments.com
Nelson Cannon:
nelson@cannonaustincannon.com
Rusty Shappley: wshappley@gmail.com
Spike Treadwell: spiketreadwell@hotmail.com
Justin Grinder: jgrinder@grindertaber.com
Trey Jones: trey.jones@ldcom.com
Michael Thompson: mthompsonjr@gmail.com
Erick Clifford: eclifford@leadcp.com
Don Drinkard: dddrinkardjr@gmail.com
Justin Lohman: lohmanjw@yahoo.com
Richard Burt: richardtburt@gmail.com
Chip Campbell: chip.campbell3@gmail.com
Norfleet Thompson: fltbuck@aol.com
Josh Winters: joshua.n.winters@gmail.com
Chris Hamilton: jchamil19@gmail.com
Jay McDonald: jaypmcdonald@gmail.com
Ryan Miller: phillipryanmiller@gmail.com
Harvey Kay: harvey.kay@gmail.com
Daniel McDonell: dmcdonell@gmail.com
Battle Williford: battlewilliford@gmail.com
Scott Adams: scott.adams@fhnfinancial.com
Scott Douglass: smd@iplawgroup.com
Frank Langston: flangston@gmail.com
Joe Pegram: jdp@sldpllc.com
Jamie Drinan: james.drinan@gmail.com
Andy Garrett: andrew.e.garrett@gmail.com
Henry Talbot: henry.b.talbot@gmail.com
Kyle Slatery: slatery.kyle@gmail.com
Brad Spicer: bradford.spicer@gmail.com
Kane Alber: kane.alber@gmail.com
Warner Russell: wgrussel1028@gmail.com
Sam Sawyer: samhuttonsawyer@gmail.com
Hunter Adams: hadams87@gmail.com
Chad Hazlehurst: chazlehu@gmail.com
Reid Wesson: rwesson@reliantllc.com
Neely Mallory: wneelymallory@gmail.com
Buck Towner: buck.towner@musowls.org
Michael Cross: mscrossjr@gmail.com

'08
'09
'09
'09
'10
'10
'10
'10
'11
'11
'11
'12
'12
'12
'13
'13
'13
'13
'14
'14
'14
'14
'15
'15
'15
'15
'15
'16
'16
'16
'16
'17
'17
'17
'17
'18
'18
'18
'19
'19
'19
'20
'20
'20
'20
'21:
'21
'21
'21
'21

Connell Hall: wcchall1@gmail.com
Robert Counce: rcounce@imcg.com
Rhobb Hunter: srhunter5@yahoo.com
Jim Moore: jimmoore910@gmail.com
Stephond Allmond:
stephond.allmond@musowls.org
Hank Hill: hank4hill@gmail.com
Jake Rudolph: jcrudolph4@gmail.com
Paul Stephens: paul@fpkcap.com
Blake Hennessy: blakehennessy11@gmail.com
Chase Schoelkopf: cschoelk@gmail.com
Scooter Taylor: ritaylor6@gmail.com
Edward Francis: jefrancis56@gmail.com
Anthony Hodges: ahodges21@student.gsu.edu
Lee Marshall: leermarshall41@gmail.com
Tripp Crews: trippcrews@gmail.com
Sam Moore: smoore410496@gmail.com
Hurston Reed: hurstonreed@gmail.com
Jake Woodman: jakecwoodman@gmail.com
Hayden Combs: haydenpcombs@gmail.com
Cal Edge: caledge901@gmail.com
Chris Galvin: chris.finn.galvin@gmail.com
Anthony Walton: anthonylwalton@gmail.com
Tom Garrott: tom.garrott11@gmail.com
Pierce Jones: spj.jones09@gmail.com
Kamar Mack: kamar@appdrop.com
Joseph Preston: jpres1@ucla.edu
Connor Wright: connor.m.wright97@gmail.com
Nathan Dinh: nathan.dinh47@gmail.com
Tim Hart: 35skates@gmail.com
Mac McArtor: mcartor.mac@gmail.com
Trammel Robinson:
trammelrobinson16@gmail.com
Josh Gray: 98joshua.gray17@gmail.com
Marcus Gronauer: magronau@syr.edu
Alex Hyde: alexhyde@live.unc.edu
Evan Smith: evansmith11@gmail.com
Barry Klug: pbklug64@gmail.com
Mathon Parker: mathon.parker99@gmail.com
Daniel Shumake: foofighter2210@gmail.com
Scott Burnett: scottyb2256@gmail.com
Stephen Christenbury:
christenburystephen@gmail.com
William Quinlen: wquinlen@gmail.com
Robert Dickinson: rd3804@gmail.com
Hunter Kendall: kendall144@gmail.com
Will McEwan: will.mcewan@icloud.com
Will Portera: wportera5@gmail.com
Drew Burnett: drewburnett2002@gmail.com
William Patteson: williampatteson3@gmail.com
Edwin Shy: edwinshy21@gmail.com
Nash Stewart: nashrstew@gmail.com
Tamaz Young: poetrybytamaz@gmail.com

39

Includes gifts received 12/31/21 – 4/25/22

GIFTS IN MEMORY
AND HONOR

Your gifts in memory of loved ones or in honor of special friends enable young men at MUS to receive a worldclass education. Memorials to Memphis University School support the Annual Fund program. Families of those
whose memories are honored will be notified by an appropriate card with an acknowledgment to the donor.
We gratefully acknowledge the following gifts to the school:

In Memory Of
WILLIS E. AYRES III ’72
Dr. R. David Thomson ’72
HAROLD ROBERT BECK
Mr. Perry D. Dement
Mrs. Claire K. Farmer
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood
Dr. and Mrs. Jonathan M. Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Peter D. Sanders
BARBARA MCKNIGHT BENHAM
Mr. Perry D. Dement
RETA BECK BLEDSOE
Mr. and Mrs. William L. Askew III
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur C. Best, Jr. ’71
Mr. and Mrs. L. Kirkpatrick Bobo
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph E. Braden, Jr. ’70
Dr. and Mrs. Paul Burgar
Mrs. Claire K. Farmer
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond B. Gill III ’69
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Loeb ’73
Mr. and Mrs. Hughes Mayo III ’70
Dr. and Mrs. J. Lawrence McRae ’70
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Remmers, Jr. ’69
Mrs. S. Herbert Rhea
Mr. and Mrs. Richard M. Robinson ’72
Mrs. Kay Russell
Mr. and Mrs. Charles F. Smith, Jr. ’66
Mr. George J. Whitlock ’70
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JAMES EDWARD CLAYTON, SR.
Mr. Perry D. Dement
Mrs. Claire K. Farmer
MARCIA ELAINE CLAYTON
Mr. Perry D. Dement
Mrs. Claire K. Farmer
DONNELL R. COBBINS, JR. ’89
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew F. Cates ’89
LARRY BARKELY CRESON III ’83
Mr. Alexander E. Creson ’15
Mr. and Mrs. Beau C. Creson ’06
Mrs. Shelly R. Creson
Mrs. Elizabeth L. Simpson
KIRKPATRICK W. FREDERICK ’71
Mr. Stanley L. Fri ’71
WILLIAM P. FRI ’71
Mr. Stanley L. Fri ’71
THOMAS M. GARROTT III
Mr. Perry D. Dement
Mrs. Claire K. Farmer
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood
Mr. and Mrs. S. Clay Smythe, Sr. ’85
Dr. and Mrs. Owen B. Tabor
LISA YORK GILL
Mr. Perry D. Dement

MATTHEW R. “BUDDY” BRESCIA ’64
Dr. and Mrs. Andrew Michta

HIRAM JENNINGS GOZA III ’71
Mr. Stanley L. Fri ’71

JOHN D. CANALE III ’63
Dr. Daniel F. Fisher, Jr. ’68

F. WILLIAM HACKMEYER, JR.
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey W. Hackmeyer ’02
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ANN CLARK QUINLEN HARRIS
Mr. Perry D. Dement
JOHN F. HILTONSMITH
Mr. and Mrs. Warner G. Russell ’05
Mr. and Mrs. Frank M. White, Jr. ’92
JUDITH W. HURST
Mrs. Bonnie U. Barnes
Mr. Perry D. Dement
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew F. Saunders
Mr. and Mrs. Norman S. Thompson, Jr.
LAURA KAYE
Mr. and Mrs. S. Clay Smythe, Sr. ’85
KYLE T. KING ’87
Mr. Jonathan A. Ballinger ’87
Mr. and Mrs. L. Wade Harrison III ’87
Mr. and Mrs. William S. White ’87
R. READ KIRKPATRICK, JR. ’72
Ms. Murrey M. Watkins
R. David Thomson ’72
JAMES E. KLUG
Mr. Perry D. Dement
Dr. and Mrs. Jonathan M. Jones
MARGARET B. KRAUSNICK
Mr. Perry D. Dement
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander W. Wellford,
Jr. ’60
KATHARINE C. MANNING
Mr. Perry D. Dement

Includes gifts received 12/31/21 – 4/25/22

BONNYLIN WOODS MARTIN
Mr. Perry D. Dement
ROBERT C. MCEWAN
Mr. and Mrs. William L. Askew III
Mr. Perry D. Dement
Mr. and Mrs. J. Kimbrough Taylor ’84
KENT DAVID MCKELVEY, JR. ’87
Mr. William L. Askew III
Mr. Jonathan A. Ballinger ’87
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey R. Blumberg ’87
Mr. and Mrs. L. Wade Harrison III ’87
GEORGE HITE MCLEAN, JR.
Mr. and Mrs. Carlisle S. Page III ’60
AUDREY KRAUCH MEHLHORN
Mr. and Mrs. William L. Askew III
THOMAS W. MERIWETHER IV ’81
Dr. and Mrs. Kevin A. Russell ’81
GREGORY HAYS MEYER ’79
Mr. Perry D. Dement
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce J. Landau ’84
Mr. Raymond W. Moore, Jr. ’81
Mr. David M. Rudolph ’81
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin A. Russell ’81
Mr. and Mrs. Marlon F. Starr ’81
Mr. John D. Stewart ’78
Mr. Richard B. Thornton ’81
Dr. Barton B. Thrasher ’82
Mr. P. Houston Thrasher IV ’81
JULIE HAYGOOD MILLS
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander W. Wellford,
Jr. ’60
SHIRLEY RUTH MONTAGUE
Mr. Perry D. Dement
DORIS WILLIAMS MOORE
Mr. Perry D. Dement
CARTER LEE MURRAY ’94
Mr. and Mrs. Richard E. Gentry, Jr.

Mrs. Sarah M. Brody and Mr. Bradley
H. Cohen ’94

GIFTS IN MEMORY
AND HONOR

Dr. and Mrs. Joseph A. Weinberg
Dr. Robert H. Winfrey, Jr.

NORMA DAVIS OWEN
Mr. and Mrs. William L. Askew III

ALLEN SANDERS
Dr. Robert H. Winfrey, Jr.

WILLIAM PINSON OXLEY ’61
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander W. Wellford,
Jr. ’60

DANIEL F. SCHAS ’59
Mr. and Mrs. Carlisle S. Page III ’60

MELVIN “PETE” PAYNE, JR.
Dr. and Mrs. Melvin P. Payne III ’80
H. JERRY PETERS
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin A. Russell ’81
TOMMY PETERS ’73
Mr. John D. Stewart ’78
FRANK PRICE PHILLIPS, SR.
Mr. Perry D. Dement
ALEXANDRA JOAN PRATHER
Mr. and Mrs. William L. Askew III
JUDITH ANN RACINE
Mr. and Mrs. William L. Askew III
Dr. and Mrs. Jonathan M. Jones
ANDREW T. RAINER, JR
Mr. and Mrs. J. Sidney Evans, Jr. ’87

ROBERT F. SHARPE, JR. ’71
Mr. and Mrs. Ben C. Adams ’74
Dr. Kristin S. Beizai and Mr. J. Malcolm
Aste, Jr. ’77
Mr. Perry D. Dement
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Fisher ’72
Mr. Henry G. Loeb ’70
Mr. and Mrs. Barlow T. Mann ’71
Mr. P. Layton Sanders ’71
Ms. Mary Catherine Sharpe and Ms.
Virginia Sharpe
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander W. Wellford,
Jr. ’60
WILLIAM ASHBY SMITH, JR. ’69
Mr. and Mrs. Webster McDonald ’69
W. HAMILTON SMYTHE III
Dr. Robert H. Winfrey, Jr.

RUBY RHEA
Dr. Robert H. Winfrey, Jr.

HOWARD KREIDER TAYLOE, JR. ’64
Mr. Perry D. Dement
Dr. and Mrs. Jonathan M. Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Gary K. Wunderlich,
Jr. ’88

JACKSON J. ROBERTS ’14
Ms. Janna Roberson

JOHN DABNEY WALT
Mr. and Mrs. William L. Askew III

MARIA ROSARIO
Mr. Perry D. Dement

SUZANNE B. WARREN
Dr. Donna M. Dabov and Dr. Gregory
D. Dabov

DAVID JERE ROSSER
Mr. Perry D. Dement
JAMES D. RUSSELL
Mr. and Mrs. M. Vincent Mutzi
Mr. John D. Stewart ’78

STONE AND HOLT WEEKS
Dr. R. David Thomson ’72
KAREN FREELAND WINFREY
Dr. Robert H. Winfrey, Jr

41

Includes gifts received 12/31/21 – 4/25/22

GIFTS IN MEMORY
AND HONOR

In Honor Of
LUKE S. AKERS ’25
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Akers
JOHN B. ANDERSON ’72
Mr. and Mrs. Donald D. Batchelor ’72
CHARLES T. BAINE ’23
Mr. and Mrs. C. Williams Butler III ’58
VINCENT W. BECK
Mr. and Mrs. L. McKee Humphreys ’01
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Kaelin III
Mr. and Mrs. S. Clay Smythe, Sr. ’85
Mr. and Mrs. Shawn M. Snipes ’84
BRYAN W. BILLUPS ’25
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas K. Billups
TURNER H. BISHOP ’22
Mr. and Mrs. Louie C. Bishop
C. JOHN BLACKWELL ’23
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Young
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STEPHEN M. CATES ’21
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew F. Cates ’89

STEVEN C. GADBOIS
Dr. Hongmei Zhang and Mr. Li Dong

DARRELL T. COBBINS ’91
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew F. Cates ’89

CHARLIE B. GALLOP ’23
Ms. Katherine A. Burchfield

SHIRLEY P. COBBINS
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew F. Cates ’89

MILLER H. GRIESBECK ’26
Ms. Maureen Griesbeck

KENNETH O. COOPER II ’24
Mr. William A. Harrison

WALKER L. GRIESBECK ’24
Ms. Maureen Griesbeck

S. HYDE CRABTREE ’25
Mr. and Mrs. John G. Copeland

EDWARD A. GRINDER ’22
Mr. and Mrs. Fred D. Grinder

FRANK M. CRUMP ’26
Mr. and Mrs. Frank M. Crump III ’63

PUSHPA GYAMLANI
Dr. Geeta Gyamlani and Dr. Ganpat
Valaulikar

G. WEBB DANIEL ’22
Mrs. Lundy W. Daniel
BRIAN SCOTT DAVIDOFF ’10
The Davidoff family
MATTHEW STUART DAVIDOFF ’16
The Davidoff family

PARKER LOUIS CASHDOLLAR
BLACKWELL ’24
Dr. and Mrs. Parker Cashdollar

PERRY D. DEMENT
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin A. Russell ’81

STEVE M. BLEN ’24
Mr. and Mrs. Abe Plough

ROBERT G. DILLARD ’60
Dr. Steven Block

DANIEL D.R. BOATRIGHT ’22
Mr. and Mrs. James H. Rawls

MICHAEL B. FABER ’96
Mr. and Mrs. Richard A. Faber

MARK T. BOATRIGHT ’25
Mr. and Mrs. James H. Rawls

ROBERT A. FABER ’98
Mr. and Mrs. Richard A. Faber

P. NOLAND BROWN ’24
Mrs. Beverly Brown

EDWARD K. FOCKLER ’10
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Fockler ’77

E. LOUIS BRUNDICK IV ’25
Dr. and Mrs. Edward L. Brundick, Jr.

CHARLES H. FRAZER ’27
Mrs. W. Harry Frazer III

PATRICK T. BURKE, JR. ’25
Dr. and Mrs. Haywood H.
Henderson, Jr.

P. BENNETT FRAZER, JR. ’25
Mrs. W. Harry Frazer III
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ELLIS L. HAGUEWOOD
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin A. Russell ’81
MR. AND MRS. ELLIS L. HAGUEWOOD
Mrs. Deborah Dunklin Tipton
ZACHARY M. HANSEN
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffery R. Harris ’81
ANDREW R. HARRIS ’22
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffery R. Harris ’81
DANNY H. HARRIS III ’16
Mr. and Mrs. L. Charbonnier Miller
J. RHODES HEARD, JR. ’21
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Heard, Sr.
MARK J. HIEATT ’22
Ms. Linda L. Fraley
ZACHARY N. HERMAN ’21
Mr. and Mrs. Larry M. Herman
WILLIAM T. HOLLINGER
Mr. Perry D. Dement
JOHN WALKER HUFFMAN ’17
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Huffman

Includes gifts received 12/31/21 – 4/25/22

L. MCKEE HUMPHREYS ’01
Mr. and Mrs. R. Hunter Humphreys,
Jr. ’98
Mr. Nash H. Kaye ’22

GIFTS IN MEMORY
AND HONOR

DHILAN M. MADASU ’27
Mrs. Pamela J. Tucker

HENRY E. MOAK ’26
Mr. and Mrs. Edward A. Moak

SAI N. MADASU ’24
Mrs. Pamela J. Tucker

BRANTLEY D. MOORE ’27
Dr. and Mrs. Dwight A. Morris

JUSTIN P. MARTIN ’23
Mr. and Mrs. Fred C. Martin, Sr.

WILSON A. MOORE, JR. ’25
Dr. and Mrs. Dwight A. Morris

J. DEXTER JACK ’22
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Jack

THE PHILIP B. MAY ’07 FAMILY
Mr. and Mrs. Mark A. May

ZION X. JAMES ’22
Dr. Mia Boyland James
Ms. Mary Norman

JOHN W. MCALLISTER ’24
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas L. McAllister

MUS 1982 CHAMPIONSHIP SOCCER
TEAM
Mr. and Mrs. Lee S. McWaters ’84

NICHOLAS D. HURLEY ’19
Dr. Mary Margaret Hurley and
Mr. Gregory J. Hurley

WILLIAM T. JENKS ’22
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph R. Thornton III

WYATT T. MCALLISTER ’24
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas L. McAllister

MUS ICE STORM 2022 RELIEF
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick W. McCarroll ’92
M. VINCENT MUTZI
Dr. and Mrs. James G. Sousoulas

WILLIAM C. KAELIN ’13
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Kaelin III

BENJAMIN T. MCBRIDE ’23
Mr. and Mrs. Philip McBride
Mr. and Mrs. Steven P. McBride

DALLAS R. KERAS ’26
Mr. and Mrs. James J. Keras, Jr

JOHN P. MCBRIDE ’18
Mr. and Mrs. Philip McBride

REECE A. NEEDHAM ’22
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Miller

MARTIN C. KERLAN ’24
Dr. and Mrs. Robert A. Kerlan

WILLIAM S. MCBRIDE ’27
Mr. and Mrs. Philip McBride

JOHN S. NEWMAN ’12
Mr. and Mrs. G. Scott Newman

SAMUEL D. KILGORE ’20
Mr. and Mrs. Donald M. Kilgore

BRITTON L. MCGUIRE ’11
Mr. and Mrs. Kelly L. McGuire ’70

BENJAMIN D. NICHOL ’27
Dr. and Mrs. David R. Dantzker

ANDREW B. KNIGHTON ’27
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Richards

MICHAEL M. MCGUIRE ’03
Mr. and Mrs. Kelly L. McGuire ’70

WILSON B. PACE ’26
Mr. and Mrs. W. Wilson Pace

JOHN B. KNIGHTON II ’23
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Richards

R. PATRICK MCKAY, JR. ’26
Mr. and Mrs. J. Gary Comella

TAYLOR G. PATTESON ’23
Mrs. Taylor G. Holland

WILLIAM B. KNIGHTON ’25
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Richards

BENJAMIN T. MERRIMAN ’20
Mr. and Mrs. W. Keith Merriman

W. MCCULLOUGH LADD ’25
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin M. Ladd
Ms. Jennifer McCullough

SHAUNA S. MILLER
Mr. and Mrs. Albert L. Shaw

BARBARA C. PRESLEY
Mr. Paul A. Presley and Mr. William H.
Presley ’04

MICHAEL C. A. LANGSTON ’26
Mrs. Juanita Blanchard

WARREN G. MILNOR, JR. ’26
Mr. and Mrs. Burton H. Milnor

MAX B. MYERS ’24
Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm D. Myers

JACE A. RA ’22
Mr. and Mrs. Seh J. Ra
ALEXANDER N. RAINER ’06
Mrs. Melissa N. Rainer
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Includes gifts received 12/31/21 – 4/25/22

GIFTS IN MEMORY
AND HONOR

JAMES C. RAINER IV ’77
Mrs. Melissa N. Rainer

MALCOLM P. M. SHAW ’23
Mr. and Mrs. Tommy Montgomery

OSCAR L. THOMAS III ’18
Mr. and Mrs. Oscar L. Thomas, Jr.

PETER L. RAINER ’10
Mrs. Melissa N. Rainer

ANDREW C. SHELTON ’15
Dr. B. Kay Jackson and Dr. Thomas B.
Shelton

NORMAN S. THOMPSON, JR.
Mr. and Mrs. S. Clay Smythe, Sr. ’85

FREDERICK S. RANSOM ’22
Mr. and Mrs. Herman Jackson
JACKSON C. RANSOM ’24
Mr. and Mrs. Herman Jackson
A. DOTY RAWSON ’23
Mrs. Mary C. Rawson
JOHN M. REDD ’25
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Owen
DAVID W. RICHARDS, JR. ’25
Mr. and Mrs. French W. Richards, Jr.
COLEMAN F. RUSSELL ’27
Mr. and Mrs. John Autry.
M. THOMPSON SAENGER ’26
Mr. and Mrs. Christian J. Saenger
MR. AND MRS. PETER D. SANDERS
Mrs. Deborah Dunklin Tipton
CARTER N. SAYLE ’26
Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth G. Carter
HARRY E. SAYLE V ’24
Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth G. Carter
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H. CLAY SHELTON ’97
Mr. and Mrs. Henry C. Shelton III ’68
MATTHEW C. SHELTON ’09
Dr. B. Kay Jackson and Dr. Thomas B.
Shelton
WILLIAM W. SHELTON ’99
Mr. and Mrs. Henry C. Shelton III ’68
D. HUDSON SHOAF ’24
Mr. John Shoaf
J. CLARKSON SHOAF ’22
Mr. John Shoaf
BENJAMIN T. SKAHAN ’20
Ms. Karen M. Skahan
JOHN D. SKAHAN ’16
Ms. Karen M. Skahan
STANLEY C. SMYTHE, JR. ’18
Mr. and Mrs. S. Clay Smythe, Sr. ’85
THOMAS R. STEPHENSON ’05
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas R. Stephenson

JACK W. SHANKER ’27
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Uiberall

JAMES S. TASHIE ’25
Ms. Judi L. Centko
Mr. and Mrs. James D. Tashie

BO Z. SCHROERLUCKE ’27
Dr. and Mrs. Dwight A. Morris

SCOTT M. TASHIE ’04
Mr. and Mrs. James D. Tashie

SAMUEL H. SCHROERLUCKE ’25
Dr. and Mrs. Dwight A. Morris

WILLIAM S. TAYLOR
Dr. Keith A. Tonkin ’93

MAKHI P. M. SHAW ’24
Mr. and Mrs. Tommy Montgomery

J. HARMON THOMAS ’21
Mr. and Mrs. Oscar L. Thomas, Jr.
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CECE TURLEY
Mr. and Mrs. Michael B. Turley
HENRY M. TURLEY, JR. ’59
Mr. and Mrs. Carlisle S. Page III ’60
MICHAEL B. TURLEY, JR.
Mr. and Mrs. Michael B. Turley
WILLIAM R. TURLEY ’19
Mr. and Mrs. Michael B. Turley
HENRY R. TURNER ’26
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Cochran
WORRICK S. UHLHORN ’24
Mr. and Mrs. T. Gaillard Uhlhorn V ’93
and Mr. Garner G. Uhlhorn ’22
HAYES E. WESTLAKE ’13
Mr. and Mrs. W. Russell Westlake
DENNIS J. WHITE ’25
Mr. Stephen D. White
COLEMAN S. WHITEHEAD ’22
Mr. and Mrs. S. Clay Smythe, Sr. ’85

Illustration by Greg Cravens

THE LAST WORD
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Why I Am Here
by Norman Thompson
Editor’s note: Mr. Thompson delivered
this address during Faculty In-Service
in 2007 when he was beginning his 36th
year teaching English at MUS. Now, as he
celebrates his 50th anniversary at 6191 Park
Avenue, his words still hold true.
In Twelfth Night Shakespeare speaks
of the “revenges” of the rapid rotation of
“the whirligig of time,” and the changes
wrought by each revolution. In my time
I have seen many permutations as the
school’s buildings and personnel have
evolved.
But the essence of MUS is not change,
but rather stability, tradition, enduring
values, and the opportunity to participate
in the school’s most enduring attribute:
a striving for excellence in all things –
academics, athletics, theater, publications,
community service, and character
development, and the pursuit of these
goals with enthusiasm, dedication, and
perseverance.
MUS is a place where the quest
for permanence in a mutable world
is enhanced by its timelessness, its
adherence to values and codes of conduct
no longer fashionable in much of the
contemporary world – a place congenial
to me. This is a place of opportunity, and
among the myriad opportunities offered by
this place are these:
The opportunity to learn. We are
teachers, but we are also students. Life is
enriched by learning, is given meaning by
learning. To explore new intellectual vistas,
to grapple with new ideas, to visit places
from which we are separated by time
and space, to learn from mentors who
preceded us, to congregate with others
who share our aspirations, our goals, and
our yearnings – these comprise a solemn
obligation, a fulfillment of our destiny as
human beings, and a supreme pleasure.
The opportunity to teach rather
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than to babysit very large infants. My
life has been enriched by a few teachers
here who loved their profession and their
material. We should aspire to join them as
purveyors of knowledge and appreciation
of the beautiful and the good. This is a
good place to do that.
The opportunity to live and teach
in an environment of honor and mutual
trust, a place where quaint concepts such
as valuing one’s integrity, honoring one’s
word, and refraining from lying, cheating,
and stealing are taken seriously, with lifeenhancing results.
Finally, my life at MUS has given me
the opportunity to make, along with my
like-minded colleagues, a difference
in the lives of a great many young men.
And lest we cynically think this at best a
mere illusion or more likely, a delusion, let
me say that I have proof to the contrary.
So do most of us. How many times over
the course of a career have we received
testimonials to our influence on the lives
of our students? (Read a testimonial on
page 47.)
I received a letter from an alumnus
of the Class of 1980 who is a successful
horse breeder and thoroughbred racer.
He included in the letter an article that
he had written and that was published in
the leading publication of that industry. It
was one of three finalists for the highest
award in racing journalism. In his letter
he quoted from a poem that he had
studied in my poetry class; in the article
he alluded to another poem that we
had studied in class, quoting a line that
cogently illuminated his thesis. Though he
is a graduate of the University of Virginia
(an institution that has produced many
fine writers, among them our own Flip
Eikner ’77), he explicitly credits MUS with
pouring the foundation upon which he
built his command of the language and
his teachers here with instilling in him the

love of literature. His life was changed by
his sojourn here.
His is not an isolated instance. Many
of us from time to time are thanked by
students 10, 20, or more years after we
despaired of teaching them much of
anything. Weekly, if not more often, our
alumni appear in the business or society
pages of the newspaper or a regional, even
national, publication.
Each time I see successful leaders and
pillars of society, science, business, and
the arts, I imagine that I had a miniscule
role in developing that insecure young
man into the admirable contributor to
the world that he is today. Much more
certainly, each of these men almost
invariably credits MUS with giving him the
tools and reinforcing the values necessary
for success and happiness.
In this very room sit five of my
erstwhile students, whom I was privileged
to teach then and am lucky now to have
as colleagues: Mark Counce ’77, Flip
Eikner ’77, Patrick McCarroll ’92, Loyal
Murphy ’86, and Dax Torrey ’94. The
school’s influence on these men was strong
enough to lead them back to a place they
love, a place where they will influence their
students as they were influenced by caring
teachers.
I have remained here because MUS
has infused my life with meaning, provided
me with friends, mentors, and role models,
and entertained me and taught me
through the years. It is a place that I have
come to love, staffed by people I admire
and respect, a place that actually believes
that it can accomplish the goals set out in
its mission statement.
Norman Thompson has been an MUS
instructor in English since 1972, and
he holds the L. Edwin Eleazer III
Chair of Excellence in Teaching.
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and reluctant ly, Word Wealt h

Norman Thompson, now in
his 50th year teaching Owl
English, received a surprising
delivery – a letter from Van
Morris ’98, handwritten on
the hardback cover of a Word
Van Morris
Wealth book with the pages
removed. For the uninitiated, Word Wealth is
the vocabulary book that is still in use today
for freshmen. The message is an eloquent
tribute to Mr. Thompson and his fellow MUS
teachers of English.

I write today to thank you and your
colleagues in the English Department for
an education that has since profoundly
impacted and strengthened my career
following my graduation, now decades
ago. Because I placed out of any English
requirement while in college, I am
confident that any writing competencies
that I may have today come from the
education provided by you, Mr. Shelton,
Mrs. Crippen, Mr. Eikner, Mr. Askew,
and Mr. Russell. It was under your
tutelage – in ninth-grade English and
refined further as a senior in Brit Lit
II – that I learned most to write and to
construct logical, cohesive narratives that
effectively communicate the desired
message to my audience.
I live in Houston, Texas, now
and am an associate professor in the
Department of Gastrointestinal Medical
Oncology at the University of Texas MD
Anderson Cancer Center. … Besides
caring for patients from across the globe
with gastrointestinal cancers, much of

my time as a physician is spent writing
clinical trials (which are used not only
in the United States but also beyond our
borders) and writing grant applications
for associated research. In both settings
the ability to communicate clearly and
compellingly often parlays into success
amid a most competitive academic
environment. The need for these skills
extends beyond mere writing but helps
me every day in building the framework
for oral presentation, medical interviews,
and even in framing clinical discussions
with patients. While I did not realize (to
some extent) how fortunate I was to have
the opportunity to be educated at MUS,
appreciation of this point only increases as
I get older.
While always a science/mathoriented learner … who may not always
have wanted to go to English classes,
in retrospect I am most aware of the
complementing skills I got at MUS, which
undoubtedly empowered me to be the
best doctor I can be. (Similarly, I learned
to speak Spanish at MUS, which I still use
to speak with some patients.) This, in turn,
helps me in doing my best to take care of
people in Houston and in enabling me to
lead efforts in research and clinical trials
farther away.
May all your students at MUS
realize that, no matter their career
trajectories, learning to write
well under the tutelage
of you and your
colleagues
will

become critical. Thanks so much to you
all for your continued commitment to
teaching excellence. My hope in writing is
that you realize that this influence truly
extends beyond the walls of MUS, beyond
the years while students are at MUS,
and beyond just the students you teach
(in my case, for helping patients with
gastrointestinal cancers, both near and
far).

Most grateful ly,
Van Mor ris '98

P.S.
I hope that the used book here that I
purchased off Amazon as background
“stationery” is OK – Word Wealth was the
bane of my [early] experience yet once
again a reminder of vocabulary I learned and
have since refined … I also wanted to make
absolutely clear (still avoiding split infinitives)
that this is not my own personal Word Wealth
book that I was trying to destroy …
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Defender Wyatt McAllister ’24 outduels his opponent to direct the ball down the
field in the varsity soccer game against Evangelical Christian School March 29. The
Owls were victorious over the Eagles 2-0. Before the regular season opener, soccer
players, coaches, and supporters gathered to dedicate the Creson Players Pavilion
at Webb Field, named in memory of Larry Creson ’82. See more on page 26.
Photo by Jerry Gallik
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