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I had the best time talking with Don Crank ’94
about how he became one of the youngest winemakers
in the country. He was in Memphis visiting his mom
and stopped by with bottles of the “fruits of his labor”
to tell me his story. Many of us may dream about
working in a winery (or owning a small share of one),
but Don actually drove across the United States to follow
his dream. Willamette Valley Vineyards sounds like a
great place to work and one that believes in sustainable
practices to leave something for the next generation.
In January, I attended a professional conference and heard John Replogle,
CEO of Burt’s Bees, talk about brand building and sustainable leadership.
He asked us if our brand reﬂected our school’s mission and aligned with our
customers’ needs. He talked about how our mission should include learning,
leading, and serving. Replogle shared some research which found that 57 percent
of people feel more loyal to socially responsible brands. He said that doing “good”
may be the key to doing well.
When you look at our “customers” (the students, faculty, alumni, parents,
and friends) here, you see that many of them act on this idea of “doing good.”
In this issue, we feature Cecil Godman ’78 and his work in raising money for
juvenile diabetes; Rob Edwards ’89, who serves in the Army and still ﬁnds time
to collect school supplies for children in Iraqi schools; Clint Cowan ’05, Warren
Grimm ’05, and David Montague ’82, who are part of the Memphis Teacher
Residency program; and the Civic Service Organization, which gave the proceeds of
their 5k race to several charities supported by MUS alumni. We will have a story in
the next issue about the adventures of Christian Kauffman ’10
and Cort Gatliff ’10 as they bike across America in March to
raise $50,000 to build wells for fresh water in Haiti. Learn more
about them at www.thewatercycle.org.
If you missed senior Ted Fockler’s excellent direction in
February of Agatha Christie’s And Then There Were None, we
hope you will join us for the spring musical, Annie Get Your
Gun, set for April 15-19 in Hyde Chapel. Come see Upper
Gun
School Principal Barry Ray twirling pistols in his role as
Buffalo Bill Cody. Director Tim Greer brought in legendary
gun handler Joey Dillon to teach the cast how to handle the
shooting scenes. It should be loud and fun.
Many years ago, the previous editors created a column
called “Remember When” and asked readers to write their
favorite memory of their days at MUS. We would love
to hear your story and hope you’ll give us a glimpse of a
favorite time at MUS. We are also looking for stories about
alumni in technical ﬁelds, higher education, or those who played
professional and/or college sports. Just drop me an e-mail if you
know anyone who ﬁts any of these categories.
It’s time to start thinking about summer. Call if you have
not received a brochure of our Summer Programs 2010 or go to
www.musowls.org and click on Campus Life for all the details.
Please call or e-mail me if you have any questions or
suggestions for the magazine or our other communications
and marketing programs.
Vicki Tyler
Director of Communications
(901) 260-1416
vicki.tyler@musowls.org
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Headmaster’s Message
by Ellis Haguewood

Tradition
and
Be steadfast in all your ways (Proverbs 4:26b)
One of the great strengths of Memphis University School is
its steadiness and consistency. Our students and faculty know what
they can count on day after day and year after year, and there’s a
confidence and assurance that comes with the tranquil and steady
commitment to an uncompromising mission. We’re not given to
radical change overnight or short emotional outbursts over the latest
educational whims or fads. We’re not constantly
trying to re-invent ourselves. During the last
decade or two, we’ve certainly made changes that
have enhanced and improved what we do – our
facilities have improved greatly, we use a good bit
of technology now, we’ve added more sports, our
student body has greater diversity, and our admissions, development, and communications offices
are much more sophisticated. We are always
looking for ways to improve and enhance the MUS experience.
But the important things haven’t changed, and we hope
they never do – a tough-minded liberal arts curriculum, a serious
attitude toward our work but an ability to laugh at ourselves,
allegiance to the Honor Code, opportunities for student service
and leadership, an emphasis on gentlemanly behavior, development of lifelong friendships, strong bonds between faculty and
students, and athletic competitiveness. These ideas, these characteristics constitute the MUS tradition, a solid
heritage that we will never willingly let die.
In a world of innovation and constant
change, worthwhile traditions keep us
grounded in the eternal, the permanent
things of life. Creativity thrives in systems and
habits. It is tempting for schools to be seduced
by catch words and phrases like the future,
creativity, 21st century education, global,
without understanding that as E. Christian
Kopff writes in The Devil Knows Latin, “True creativity is always the
acquisition of the old in order to fashion beautiful and meaningful
things for the present.” William Faulkner’s Yoknapatawpha world, on
one hand the very model of parochialism and local color, is in fact
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supremely global because the stories set in Mississippi explore the
universal human spirit.
Creativity abounds at MUS because creativity thrives in our
structure and habits. In his book Playing for Keeps: Michael Jordan
and the World He Made, David Halberstam devotes two chapters
to Dean Smith’s Carolina basketball program. He describes the
team’s daily practice as “stunning,” because of how quiet and how
carefully organized it was.
Creativity needs a good coach, one who
stresses freedom within a fundamental structure.
Coach Peters, for example, teaches his players
to operate within sound offensive and defensive
principles, but the purpose of the overall structure
is to provide a system in which players must
“create.” Almost always Coach is sitting on the
bench. He wants his boys to look at themselves,
rather than at him during the game.
All our superb teachers, many
who have given their lives to this
great school, provide role models
of what it means to be a scholar or
a gentleman or a leader, and they
encourage the independence and
creativity of the boys they teach.
Creativity requires passion
and freedom. Because we are an independent school,
our teachers can develop their own courses to satisfy a
strong interest. Thus, within the framework of conventional academic excellence, we offer Shakespeare, shortstory composition, theater production, recording arts
and engineering, molecular biology, geology, genetics,
sculpture, ethics, Memphis Leaders, etymology, culture
and criticism: monomyth, printmaking, literature and
war, Southern renaissance literature, and modern
fiction. Our students have great freedom to exercise service and
leadership and creativity, and their voice is heard.
Tradition plus creativity – in short, nothing works like
consistent, solid, forward movement. And MUS works.

The

Grapes
of
Wine
by Vicki Tyler

Don Crank III ’94 didn’t start a winery, but he certainly
has helped put one on the map. This guy knows how to make
wine – good wine. For the last ten years, he has been in Oregon
making some of the country’s best pinot noir. Today, he is one of two
winemakers at Willamette Valley Vineyards and, at the age of 34, one of
the youngest winemakers in the country.
People often tell Crank that he is too young to be a winemaker. But he disagrees.
“It’s funny that I have a great background in science, but now make wine,” he said. “By moving
		
into winemaking right after college, I am ahead of many winemakers who start
off in other careers.”
Crank said he learned food science at an early age. His father,
Don Crank, Jr., whose company, ProSource, developed the first
organic soy isolate, often tried out his organic soy milk and
soy food products on his family. Crank’s palate became
well-trained with soy tastings, which helped him learn
the nuances of making good wine.
After Crank graduated with a biochemistry degree
in just three and a half years from Purdue University,
he worked for his father, helping to patent a soy protein
isolation process using centrifuges instead of chemicals.
“Working with my father at his company, I quickly
learned that I preferred applied science versus laboratory
science and decided to go back to Purdue for a degree
in food science,” Crank said. “I took a wine appreciation
course from a food science professor, Dr. Vine – ironic,
right – and worked in his lab for two years.”
Vine’s lab at Purdue worked with researchers at
Cornell University to grow wine grapes for other climates
in order to help expand the wine industry. It’s a tedious
process since it takes at least three years to grow a grapevine that
produces fruit and up to five years to have enough grapes to make
wine. Pinot and chardonnay grapes prefer warm days and cool nights,
which make them perfect for Oregon’s western climes but almost impossible to
grow in the hot, humid summers of Tennessee and many other states.
“My brother Andy ’96 and I went to France’s Burgundy region in 2000, and I fell in love with the idea of
making world-class wines,” Crank said. “Both pinot and chardonnay have their ancestral homes in Burgundy,
and I knew that I wanted to focus on pinot noir.”
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Although three
credits short of his
food science degree,
Crank’s visit to
France and his
work with Dr. Vine
gave him the “bug” to consider a new career in the
wine industry. When a Purdue friend moved to
Oregon and invited him along, Crank decided to go
West. His father ordered AAA maps to and from
Oregon in case Crank wanted to return home, but the
maps for home went unused.
“When I first moved to Oregon, I worked in a
micro brewery and waited tables to make ends meet
while I looked for a winery opportunity,” Crank said.
“That’s where I fell in love with my wife, Renee, who
was working on her psychology degree. She is now a
social worker.”
Crank learned winemaking skills through
harvesting work at Montinore Estate and Panther Creek
vineyards. In early 2003, he joined Willamette Valley
Vineyards as a cellar hand, which meant lots of physical
labor loading the wine press, sorting the grapes, and
fixing broken tractors and forklifts.
“While at MUS, I worked on many theater
productions with Mr. [Andy] Saunders and Mr. [Flip]
Eikner ’77,” Crank recalled. “I now know that the skills
I learned there using hammers and other tools have
helped me become more mechanically inclined. You
never know when you will have to replace the gears that
fall off the feed line or fix a forklift.”
After a year as cellar hand, winemaker Forrest
Klaffke recognized Crank’s talents and named him
cellar master in 2004, then assistant winemaker the
following year. In 2006, Klaffke promoted him to
winemaker. Together, they tend the pinot noir from
field to bottle.
In 2009, when Klaffke was diagnosed with throat
cancer that destroyed his sense of taste for several
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months, Crank became
the only palate for the
2008 vintage. He blended
all of the 2008 pinot noirs
last year.
“We have a very
collaborative work
environment at the winery,
and with Forrest ill, I had
to rein in what I liked
in wine– the texture and
acid – to consider the
drinkability from the
consumer’s perspective,”
he said. “What would
our customers like? We strive for silky, focused
tannins. I know that people like the purity of the
fruit to come through.
“We consider the 2008s a winemaker’s vintage
while the 2009s are an accountant’s vintage since the
harvest was 30 percent larger than it was in 2008.”
He was quick to point out that the year the grapes
are harvested determines the vintage year on the label. 		
Crank believes not only in the quality of the wine
but in the company, which Wine Enthusiast Magazine
called “One of America’s Great Pinot Noir Producers”
and one committed to environmental stewardship.
Willamette Valley Vineyards was the first winery in the
world to use sustainable cork
stoppers certified by the
Rainforest Alliance to
Forest Stewardship
Council (FSC)
standards.
They are also
committed
to becoming
carbon neutral
and their
Estate Pinot
Noir block has
been certified
organic. Since
1997, all the
vineyards are
certified sustainable
through LIVE (Low
Input Viticulture and

Wedding
photos
by Aaron
Hewitt

Enology) and Salmon Safe. Crank is a
member of the board of directors for LIVE
which promotes locally grown, whole farm
sustainability with riparian areas (uncultivated,
with native plants). The winery uses biodiesel in
all its tractors.
Ultimately, producing great wine
starts with the quality of the grapes
and a good harvest. Crank calls the
grape harvest, which is a jam-packed
six weeks in late September and
October, similar to putting on a
spring musical at MUS.
“You are on your feet, working
late hours seven days a week, putting
your heart and soul into it, and then
it’s over,” he said.
Clay Chapman ’03 can attest to the
long hours and hard work. He interned in 2008
at the vineyard during harvest. The two MUS alumni
connected when Chapman was a sous chef at Napa Café
and Crank visited Memphis to market WVV wines in area
restaurants. Crank considers Chapman the best intern he
ever had at the winery.
“Clay quickly learned that winemaking is not standing
around tasting wine,” he said. “He often had a pitchfork in
his hand doing hard, labor-intensive work. He was also a
great chef for our crew cookouts during harvest.”
Clearly, Crank admires a hard worker. He knows he
works hard, too, but he admits he loves what he does, just
as he loved working on many theater productions at MUS.
In 1994, his dedication was acknowledged when he won
the Brescia Award for Unselfish Service in Dramatics. He
also received the Margaret Owen Catmur Science Award
for outstanding work in the field of science.
He credits instructors Jerry Omundson, his
homeroom teacher and mentor in science, and Bill Taylor
for steering him into biology and chemistry.
“They were incredibly encouraging and inspired me to
become a biochemist,” he said. “They prepared me so well
for college science.”
Only ten years into the winemaking business, Crank
is enjoying the fruits of his labor. He not only knows how
to make wine – he has a real passion for it.
“Although I took some flack from my MUS classmates
for being a chemistry nerd,” he confesses, “I followed my
interests with an open mind, and it led me on a course of
discovery and fulfillment I never could have imagined.”

Don and Renee Crank had the first and
only wedding in the winery’s barrel room.
The winery does host lots of weddings but
never in this room. A year later, their daughter,
Abigaile, was born. Renee’s son, Josh, also lives
with them in McMinnville, OR.

Founded by Jim Bernau in 1983, Willamette Valley
Vineyards is publicly traded on the NASDAQ
as WVVI. With more than 4,500 shareowners,
it’s the third largest winery in Oregon, making
115,000 cases in 2008. Some shareowners go
so far as to volunteer during harvest and other
times in exchange for wine. Wines range in price
from $12 for Riesling, to $50 for their Signature
Cuvee Pinot Noir (the Winemaker’s Special), and
$60 for their Cabernet Sauvignon blend. They also
produce a Dijon Clone Chardonnay wine that they
believe will help restore Oregon’s reputation for
producing excellent chardonnay. In the early days
of Oregon’s winemaking industry, local wineries
planted a chardonnay grape that was ill-suited
to the local climate, and the wine they produced
was not very good. Don Crank says that the Dijon
Clone Chardonnay grape is perfect for Oregon’s
damp climate.
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by Kimberly Eller

Armstrong Relocation is deeply rooted
in Memphis as a family business and has
been since its beginnings. Founded in 1957 by
brothers-in-law James L. Watson and Clyde
Springer, the company has grown from two
men with two trucks to become the largest
household goods mover in the United States.
“The saying goes that, when they bought
the company, they had two men with two
trucks,” said Todd Watson ’92, James L.
Watson’s grandson and Armstrong Relocation’s
current executive vice president. “At any given
time, one of the trucks wouldn’t run and one of
the men wouldn’t work.”
But they always got the job done and done
well, which is how a business that started in
Memphis as one location has grown into a
mammoth business that handles more than
20,000 domestic and international relocations
each year. Armstrong Relocation has 23 offices
in 13 states with plans to expand.
With the second and third generation of
Watsons running the business, Armstrong
Relocation has become a progressive company
that evolves to meet its customers’ needs.
“We listen to our customers,” Todd Watson
said. “Just because we don’t offer a service
today, that doesn’t mean we won’t tomorrow
because we’re committed to being the best.”
The younger Watson, who graduated from
Southern Methodist University, makes sure that
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Armstrong is innovative and responsive to
customer needs.
“We are never going to stand still;
we are going to change to satisfy our
customers’ needs,” Todd Watson said.
It’s not only about growth to Watson
and his father, Tom Watson, president of
Armstrong Relocation. It’s also about how a
company should do business today. It can
be summed up in Tom Watson’s words: “Do
the right thing.”
These words mean never sacrificing
quality for pure volume, which is remarkable
considering the amount of volume handled
each year by Armstrong. The company has
won countless awards for high quality.
“Move coordinators are the single point
of contact for a family that is moving,” said
Will Abbay ’94, Armstrong’s vice president
and general manager. “Some companies
have great volume, but deliver poor service.
Other companies have great quality with
little volume. It’s unusual for a company to
have both tremendous volume and deliver
superior quality, but we do. It says a lot
about our company.”
The “Do the right thing” philosophy also
enables the company to have a unique
culture based on a high level of trust.
“We have equity partners who run
businesses for our family,” Todd Watson

said. “Every time we start a new company
or business, the operating president who
runs that company can own up to a 25
percent interest. That allows us to not micro
manage. We pick quarterbacks to run
companies for our family and give them the
tools and resources. Then, we get out of
their way and give them the latitude to do
whatever it takes to be successful.”
Armstrong has also helped redefine
the meaning of “family” to include the longterm employees who work for them.
Abbay always points out the longevity
of workers when he’s recruiting a new
driver or employee.
“We have employees in every
department who have been here 20 years,
25 years, 30 years, and even 35 years,”
Abbay explained. “Mr. [Tom] Watson
started June 1, 1970. When you look at our
fleet and see that we have drivers who
started in the early 1970s, it shows that our
fleet doesn’t turn over every year, and that
speaks volumes to prospective drivers.
These employees are family. We know the
drivers by their voice, know their kids, know
their spouses, and they all know us.”
The family concept is what first
attracted Abbay, a Mississippi State
University graduate, to Armstrong. He was
in Merritt Island, FL, when he and his wife,
Lisa, decided to move back to Memphis.
“After sitting with Todd and Tom Watson
for a day and learning about the company,
how they give back to the community,
run their business with integrity, and their
commitment to quality, I immediately knew
this was the place for me,” Abbay said.
Abbay applies lessons he learned from
MUS role models, like former headmaster
Gene Thorn, to the way he leads his
employees.
“I was always amazed at how Mr.
Thorn knew everything about every
student,” Abbay said. “Even as a Lower
School student, I would pass him in the
hallway, and he would ask me how track
was going or how I was doing in Mr. [Terry]
Shelton’s class. I couldn’t believe that

Matt Evans, Todd Watson, and Will Abbay

he knew everything I was doing. He made
everyone at the school feel important.”
The business lesson Abbay gleaned from
his experiences at MUS was simple.
“Get to know your people. They will
respect you and follow your lead,” he said.
Now, he manages 75 employees and
about 50 drivers; but, before he could lead,
Abbay, like most new employees, including
Todd Watson, had to learn the business from
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the ground up and started working in dispatch,
as did Matt Evans ’95 and David Bell ’02.
Evans started working for Armstrong as a
dispatcher during his senior year at MUS. When
he graduated from Louisiana State University
in 1999, he was recruited to join the Armstrong
team full time.
“I passed on offers from Fortune 500 firms
because those at Armstrong made it known that
there was an opportunity to grow really quickly
to an equity position,” Evans said. “I’d ask other
companies about how long it would take me to
move up, and their answers were evasive. The
leadership at Armstrong told me that I could be
the youngest president in their company.”
At 27, Evans became president of the
Baton Rouge and New Orleans offices and has
recently been promoted to the executive team in
the Memphis office. He attributes his ascension
to hard work and Armstrong’s progressiveness.

Will Abbay, Todd Watson, and Matt Evans take
pride in the numerous customer service awards that
Armstrong has received, evidence of the high quality
of service that has gone hand-in-hand with the
company’s growth.

“I think everyone who is in a leadership
position likes an environment where they can
be creative and make decisions fast, without
breaking through a big bureaucracy of power
to operate their business,” Evans said. “The
Armstrong culture really enables us to make
decisions that will lead to the success of our
companies. I think it is also pretty unique for a
family-owned business to model itself to allow
non-family members to have equity positions in
their company.”
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Bell agrees and adds that it is all about the
amount of work one puts into the job.
“If you’re willing to work, there aren’t any
boundaries for you, and they are willing to move
you up if you’re willing to earn it,” he said.
“The only thing that really keeps you from
succeeding is not being willing to work. If you
are willing, the success is there. You just have to
want to go get it.”
Bell has spent his entire career at Armstrong,
starting even before graduating from the
University of Georgia in 2006. He first worked
summers at both Armstrong and Primacy
Relocation, Armstrong’s sister company. Primacy
is the largest private, third-party relocation
company in the industry today. Bell is currently the
director of business development and works out
of the Charlotte, NC, office.
If there was ever a role model exemplifying
good work ethic for Bell and the other employees,
it’s Todd Watson, a person who leads
by example. Not only did Todd Watson
get his strong work ethic from his
father, it was also something instilled
in him from his MUS days, where he
said he was expected to work hard to
make good grades, so he did.
“The overall theme at MUS is
excellence – it is in everything that
you do,” Todd Watson said. “What
helped me persevere was work ethic.
I wasn’t the smartest kid in the class,
but I worked the hardest and that has
helped me to this day. Having high
standards and holding people to
them is an awesome thing.”
“Do the right thing” has also translated into how the company gives back to the
Memphis community. Each year, a philanthropic
committee selects a non-profit organization to
help. The entire workforce rallies around the
cause and holds fundraising events.
In the past, organizations including the
Make-A-Wish Foundation, MIFA, the Memphis
Oral School for the Deaf, Le Bonheur Children’s
Medical Center, the Mid-South Food Bank, and
several other area non-profits have benefited
from Armstrong employees’ generosity.
“For generations, we have been blessed
beyond our abilities, and a key part of that is
giving,” Todd Watson said. “The fundraising
allows our employees to get engaged in different
organizations and learn about them.”

“If

our public educational system does not improve,

everyone

will be affected,

“I knew that I wanted to
invest in Memphis.”

not only those who attend the schools .”

Lessons in Education

by Kem Pollard

Warren Grimm acknowledges a correct answer in biology class.

David Montague ’82, Clint Cowan ’05,

and Warren Grimm ’05 didn’t always have
the passion for education that they share today. In fact,
none originally pursued a career in education. Now, however,
they have dedicated themselves to the field that has put their
faith into action.
Before making the change, Montague was a broker at
Morgan Keegan for 14 years and then went into ministry and
missions work. Cowan graduated with honors and a double
major in economics and religious studies at the University
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and was headed for law
school or other post-graduate study. Grimm was a pre-dental
major throughout his years at the University of Tennessee.
Now, all of that has changed, and these MUS alumni
are involved in different facets of the new Memphis Teacher
Residency program (MTR). Montague is director of the
program, and Cowan and Grimm are resident teachers in
the first MTR class that began June 1, 2009. All three men
consider their new professions to be callings, reflecting their
common conviction that education is more than just a job.
To these alumni, education is a way for them to put their
faith into action.
“The MTR program is designed to attract and
retain high quality teachers and to give them support,”
Montague said.

MTR is based on the Urban Teacher Residency
United model, a national network of educational programs
and best practices, which is based in Chicago. The local
MTR program features an intensive, 12-month teacher
training course in which residents earn a Master of Arts
degree in urban education from Union University, qualify
for a state teaching license, and gain valuable, hands-on
classroom experience. During the residency year, MTR
participants receive stipends for salary, housing, and
tuition. In return, residents commit to teaching in a highneeds school in Memphis for three additional years, for a
total four-year commitment. Each MTR resident is paired
with a master teacher in a high-needs school Monday
through Thursday of each school week, and attends classes
for the master’s program each Friday.
“In addition to classroom training and graduate
studies, the program also creates a sense of community,”
Montague said. “By studying together and teaching
together, participants can find common ground and share
ideas, problems, and successes. We’re unique from other
teacher residence programs, in that our program is faithbased. In order to be a great teacher, it is important to
have a complete life. We have a discipleship component to
our program that equips our residents to use their faith to
balance their lives so that they can teach effectively.”
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Clint Cowan conducts math class.

F

aith played an important part in Grimm’s
change of career plans.
“I was in my senior year at college when I began to
doubt my plans for a dental career,” he said. “One night
in the library, I realized that I was pursuing dentistry for
all the wrong reasons and that I could use my God-given
gifts better as a teacher. God clearly directed me toward
education and, in particular, toward inner-city teaching. I
looked into MTR and discovered that my ideas of being a
teacher were in line with the goals of MTR.”
Grimm is pursuing a degree in secondary education
and will be accredited in teaching biology. His wife,
Jessica, is also a resident in the MTR program.
“So far, the residency has been harder and more
intense than I imagined,” he said. “I didn’t realize how
difficult it would be. The workload with lesson plans plus
the master’s course with homework is a tough combination.
For the most part, though, it’s been challenging, enjoyable,
and rewarding.
“Knowing that I’m supposed to be here has helped,”
Grimm continued. “When times have been tough, my
wife and I have sensed a kind of calm and comforting
peace which we felt was God showing us that we need
to be exactly where we are. The kids in my classes have
been more respectful than I’d imagined. Sure, there are
individual kids who are insubordinate, but as a group they
are courteous and receptive to us.”

10
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ike Grimm, Cowan
found that the MTR
program dovetailed with his goals,
particularly with his desire to make a
difference in his hometown.
“I knew that I wanted to invest in
Memphis,” he said. “I felt compelled to give
back, and I knew that quality education
is the single greatest need in the city. The
MTR program has a unique vision and is
Christ-centered in its mission. I believe that
the leaders of MTR have the long-term vision to impact
significant change. Our entire city can all improve if we
better our educational process.”
In spite of his motivation to serve Memphis,
Cowan initially had reservations about participating
in the program.
“My biggest reservation was whether I could truly
make a difference,” he explained. “I didn’t see how I could
personally affect much change in a culture of underachievement. I’m finding out that one person really can
have an impact. This program has been a lot of work, but
MUS prepared me well. When it gets intense, I just do
what I was taught in high school and that’s to get everything done efficiently.”
Grimm and Cowan are both teaching at Whitehaven
High School.
“What has most surprised me is how much I enjoy
being around the kids,” Cowan said. “As I’ve gotten
to know them better, I’ve been able to connect with
them more and teach more effectively. The Whitehaven
community has really accepted us, embraced us, and
encouraged us.
“Sure, there are days when I’m discouraged,” he said.
“Sometimes I think that my students are so far behind in
math and in the basic skills that I get down. Sometimes
classroom management can be a challenge. But I’m
committed to showing students that they really can
achieve things in math and in life, both in Memphis
and beyond Memphis.”

A couple of Owls (Clint Cowan
and Warren Grimm) have joined
the Whitehaven Tigers.

“Many people understand that urban
education is below average, but I don’t know
if they truly understand the extent of the
crisis that we have,” Montague continued.
“Nationally, only about 50 percent of students
actually graduate from urban schools, and most
of those probably have an average education
level of only eighth or ninth grade. The
Memphis City Schools’ average ACT score is
only 17. It’s difficult for graduates from these
hile it’s too soon to measure
schools to do more than merely survive and
the MTR program’s success,
live on the margins of society. The social
plans for assessing its effecconsequences are great.”
tiveness are already in place.
Montague said that programs like MTR
“We’re sending a pipeline of
can
improve urban education, but more
“Urban education is the
highly effective teachers into the
talented
people are needed to train as teachers.
single greatest social justice
system, and the only tangible
“Investing in urban education is a valid
issue and civil rights issue
measurement that counts
and rewarding career path,” he said. “MUS
facing us today.”
is academic achievement,”
stresses leadership, and I would say that, if
Montague explained. “Of course, our program will also
you are serious about leadership, start considering life as
affect our students in some intangible ways that are harder
‘Where is the greatest need?’ versus ‘Where is the greatest
to track, such as instilling a love of learning. Initially, we
opportunity?’ I can assure you that there is a great need in
will be tracking how many residents start our program
education, and leaders like Warren and Clint are answering
and teacher retention. As our residents get classes of their
that need.”
own, we will track academic performance through the
Grimm agreed, adding, “I would encourage other
Memphis City Schools, which has an independent group
MUS alumni to consider this program. It is a commitment,
that evaluates individual teachers. We’ve contracted with
but it’s worth it. It’s a lot of hard work, and you have to be
that group to follow MTR teachers specifically and to
dedicated and know that it is right for you.”
eventually produce an annual MTR report card.”
Cowan said he sees MTR as a chance to share the
For Montague, the future measurements have greater
excellent educational foundation he received at MUS.
consequences than just the success and continuation of
“As MUS alumni, we’ve seen how great education can be
the MTR program.
and how much students can accomplish when they’ve been
“We believe that urban education is the single greatest
given the right guidance and the right resources. We’ve seen
social justice issue and civil rights issue facing us today,”
education delivered with excellence, and we can share that
he said. “The state of urban education is more significant
excellence with others. I’m blessed to have had the MUS
and potentially more destructive to our nation than
educational foundation, and I want to share that blessing.”
the Taliban. If our public educational system does not
For more information about the Memphis Teacher
improve, everyone will be affected, not only those who
Residency program, visit www.memphistr.org or call
attend the schools.
(901) 937-4687.
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Above, Richard
Ouyang and Clay
Smythe; right,
Boyd Wade

Above, Gary
Wunderlich and
Frank Colvett;
left, Jeffrey Block
and running mate,
Wylie

Above, Victor Cole, Andrew Miller,
and William Mann; right, Hal Roberts

RUNNING FOR FUNDS

by Kimberly Eller

On a clear November morning, students, parents, faculty, and alumni came together and burned calories to help
the Civic Service Organization (CSO) and the Student Council raise money to beneﬁt three charities with special
ties to some alumni.
More than 120 entered the CSO-Student Council 5K Race or the 1K Family Fun Walk on November 14. The
race paths took runners and walkers around the school’s campus.
Ten alumni participated in the 5K race in which Hal Roberts ’92 was the overall ﬁrst place winner with a time
of 19:11. Other alumni following him were Whit Tenent ’00, Boyd Wade ’81, Bill Bell ’79, Gary Wunderlich ’88,
Loyal Murphy ’86, Jeffrey Block ’94, Gil Uhlhorn ’93, Clay Smythe ’85, and Frank Colvett ’88.
The fastest top 20 students crossed the ﬁnish line as follows: sophomore Chris Walker, sophomore Charles
Belina, freshman Buckner Hasenmueller, sophomore George Ormseth, sophomore Healy Fuess, freshman
Ashton Clark, sophomore Ross Warner, freshman Mac Trammell, senior Reid Sanders, senior Thomas Silas,
freshman Forrest Field, junior Richard Twardzik, freshman Marshall Clark, senior Austin Magruder, junior Jeff
Daniel, and the youngest, in 20th place, seventh grader Richard Ouyang. The youngest girl was 10-year-old Anna
Field, Forrest’s sister. Laurie Feler, mother of senior Josh and sophomore Nathan, was the female winner, with
a time of 24:16.
In total, participants helped raise $2,100 for three charities: the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation, The
Olive Branch Fund, and the Forrest Spence Fund.

Hank Hill ’10 and Chase Schoelkopf ’11
present Jason Fair ’89 with a donation
to The Olive Branch Fund: A Thisbe
and Noah Scott Legacy. The fund was
started by Laurian and John “Skipper”
Scott ’89, who lost two children,
Thisbe and Noah, to a rare pediatric
disease. For more information, visit
www.theolivebranchfund.org.
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On behalf of the Juvenile Diabetes
Research Foundation, Cecil Godman ’78
accepts a check from CSO President
Wilson Orr ’10 (see article on Godman’s
involvement with the Foundation
on page 13).

David Spence ’97 receives a donation
from Joseph Amagliani ’10 for the Forrest
Spence Fund, a foundation started by
Spence and his wife, Brittany, to assist
with the non-medical needs of Mid-South
families with critically or chronically ill
children. The fund is named after Spence’s
ﬁrst child, Forrest, who died shortly after
he was born in 2007. To learn more
about this fund, go to their Web site
at www.forrestspencefund.com.

The Godmans Battle Diabetes
Every Way Possible

than $1.3 billion to research. JDRF
works closely with the National
Institutes of Health (NIH). In fact,
by Kem Pollard
Memphis and Washington, DC, are
Cecil Godman ’78 generously volunthe only two cities in the country
teers his time to many Memphis-area organizaselected to host two JDRF programs
tions. When it comes to his work with the West
funded by the NIH. The Memphis
Tennessee Chapter of the Juvenile Diabetes
programs are cutting-edge studies
Research Foundation, however, Godman
on how t-cell receptors attack the
gives of his heart. That’s because the realities,
autoimmune system and how to
Cecil Godman and his daughter, Becca
struggles, and triumphs that come with
treat and reverse diabetes-related
insulin-dependent diabetes are played out every day in the
deterioration of blood vessels in the eye.
Godman household through his wife and daughter.
Godman chairs the major gifts group for the JDRF locally,
“I’m in this for my girls,” Godman said of his fundraising
a role he embraces enthusiastically.
with the JDRF West Tennessee Chapter. “Men like to fix
“I’ll ask anybody for anything,” he said with a chuckle.
things. Obviously, I can’t fix their diabetes, but I can volunteer
“And, there are a lot of good reasons to give to this group.
and try to make a difference for them and for others.”
First of all, the JDRF is so efficient. The vast majority of
Godman’s wife, Summer, was diagnosed with type 1
workers throughout the country are volunteers, with
diabetes in early
adulthood. Daughter
Becca, now a college
85 percent of donations going directly to research and
freshman, was diagnosed at age 13. Despite the daily
education about research.”
challenges of diabetes, both women are accomplished
The entire Godman family participates in local JDRF
athletes. Summer plays competitive tennis and Becca is on
fundraising events, such as a golf tournament every spring,
the University of Missouri women’s golf team.
the Walk to Cure Diabetes in the fall, and the Juvenile
Watching her mother deal successfully with the disease
Diabetes Foundation Ball, where last year more than 200
gave Becca a strong role model to follow.
patrons and 55 volunteers raised more than $200,000.
“The afternoon that Becca was diagnosed, she was giving
In spite of devoting so much time to the JDRF, Godman’s
herself a shot and checking her own blood sugar,” Godman
community involvement doesn’t stop there. He has also
recalled. “She’d seen her mother doing these things all her life.
served on the Memphis Symphony Board, the Board of
She saw firsthand that diabetes doesn’t have to control the
Trustees for St. George’s Independent School, and the MUS
person; the person can control the diabetes.
Alumni Executive Board. These activities are in addition to his
“Diabetics don’t look any different from the rest of us,”
job as director of business development at Highland Capital,
Godman continued. “You can lead a totally normal life, with
a First Horizon holding company, where Godman works with
the caveat that this disease never gives you a break. You are
wealth management and commercial banking groups to
forced to be your own clinician. Every person is different
promote Highland for managing individual or company assets.
because each body metabolizes differently. You always have
Godman says that lessons instilled at MUS encouraged
to be mindful of the disease and think about where you
him to make time for volunteering.
are going, what you are doing, and what you are going to
“MUS absolutely influenced my community involvebe doing so that you can plan and regulate your meals and
ment,” Godman said. “At MUS, you learn that there are things
insulin intake.“
greater than you. The school teaches that, when you see an
Thanks to groups like JDRF, great strides have been
opportunity, you should run toward it not from it. You never
made in the treatment of diabetes in recent decades.
know the impact you can have.
“Studies, such as ones that my wife has been involved
“At MUS I sat in many classrooms that were donated
in, led directly to improved blood sugar testing and drug
by someone, which prompted me to ask myself, ‘How can
delivery systems, meaning better control and fewer compliI give?’” he continued. “We all have something to give,
cations for diabetics,” Godman said. “Things have definitely
whether it’s time, talent, or treasure.”
gotten better. Today, we can say that a cure is not only
For more information about diabetes symptoms or to
possible, but likely.”
find out how you can help find a cure, visit the JDRF Web site
JDRF is the No. 1 non-profit, non-governmental funder of
at www.jdrf.org or call (800) 533-CURE.
type 1 diabetes research worldwide, having awarded more

...run toward it not from it. You never know the impact you can have.
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Rob Edwards prepares to enter a classroom, which can often be a
dark and dreary room full of apprehensive children. A warm smile
and big red nose is a friendly icebreaker. Before long, students are
all smiles, too, as are the girls above and the boys to the right.

Fulfilling
Duty
Giving Back to the Children of Iraq

by Melanie Threlkeld McConnell

Major Rob Edwards ’89 is making the most of
his two overseas deployments by using soccer balls and
pencils to help bring peace and stability to war-ravaged
schools in Taji, Iraq.
Edwards, who is the public and civil affairs officer
for the Mississippi Army National Guard’s 155th Brigade
Combat Team, spearheads the Army’s side of Operation
Back to School. The campaign to supply needy schools
with pencils, paper, rulers, colored pencils, scissors,
erasers, and pencil pouches is a joint project of the Air
Force and Army.
“These are all things that Americans take for
granted because of the plethora of discount stores in
the United States,” said Edwards, a 16-year member of
the Mississippi Army National Guard who gained his
commission through Ole Miss ROTC. “Those kinds of
luxuries don’t exist in Iraq.”
Edwards and his group of volunteers – active duty,
reserve, and National Guard soldiers and officers – box
and deliver thousands of school kits and soccer balls
donated by Americans to these troubled areas in Iraq.
The goal, according to Edwards, is to provide 10,000 kits.
As of December 2009, the volunteers had delivered about
half that number.
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“The schools are completely overwhelmed [with
students], which to me is a great sign that the security
situation has improved to the point where the parents feel
safe enough to send their kids to school,” Edwards said.
“As a result, there are not enough teachers, and some
have to handle 50-60 kids all crammed into one classroom
with three kids sitting at one desk. Most of the schools –
the ones we haven’t renovated – are run down and don’t
have running water. Or if they do, it is not something
they should be drinking. A lot of kids are absent most
days due to illness they contract from the water. Sometimes they are forced to go outside to the nearby canal
and drink from it, if the [indoor] water is not running.
This project has made me realize that our kids have
nothing to gripe about.”
According to Edwards, the Iraqi teachers are
especially grateful for the supplies because there are
no copy machines, and each test must be hand written
for each student. A typical delivery starts with a meeting
every Friday at the Humanitarian Assistance Warehouse,
which is managed by a Civil Affairs team on post.
“We accumulate all of the boxes of kits that have
been sent from people in the U.S., and we sort through
them to make sure they have all of the correct items,”

Eager boys try their skills at getting
a kick past goalie Rob Edwards.

Edwards explained. “Some people send us completed kits,
and some people send us large amounts of the items so we
can put the kits together.”
Once the kits are completed and prepared for delivery,
the soldiers take the boxes to the Iraqi-controlled side
of Taji and load them onto an Iraqi truck. The combined
U.S./Iraqi Army Security Patrol conducts a briefing on
their destination and the dangers along the way.
Once there, American and Iraqi soldiers unload the
truck and take the kits to the classroom; the jundi (Iraqi
soldiers) hand the kits to the students.
“We do all this to make sure we put an Iraqi face
on this project,” Edwards said. “The kids know the stuff
comes from America, but we are trying to leave Iraq and
are doing what we can to get the Iraqis involved in their
own people. This project does this by getting the Iraqi
Army involved.”
Interpreters accompany the volunteers to help ease
the students’ anxiety because, at first, they fear the
truckload of soldiers in their standard tactical vests and
weapons. But Edwards said they quickly relax once they
see the American soldiers’ smiles and gifts.
The hardest part of the project is choosing who gets to
go on the deliveries.
“So many soldiers want to help, but we can’t let
everyone go,” Edwards said. “First, we don’t want to take
that many armored vehicles to a small school, and, second,
we don’t want that many soldiers overwhelming the kids.”
In addition to school kits, volunteers deliver soccer
balls, a huge hit in a country where soccer rules. Edwards
once tried to find the best soccer player in a class.
“We went class to class handing out a kit to each kid,
and I asked who wanted to be a jundi when they grew
up, and a few raised their hands,” Edwards recalled
“When I asked who liked soccer, everyone jumped up
raising their hands. I tried to clarify and [then] asked

who the best soccer player was, and still all of them
raised their hands.”
Edwards said that while he has had to work hard
to balance his other duties with Operation Back to
School, the project has been well worth it.
“It makes me appreciate what we have at
home that much more and really has fulfilled my
deployment,” he said.
Edwards is scheduled to leave Iraq this spring
and return home to his wife, Kim; three sons,
Mitchell, 14, Bryant, 11, and Zachary, 8; and the
citizens of Tupelo, MS, whom he serves in his civilian
job as a detective on the Tupelo Police Department.
To learn more about Operation Back to School,
visit www.dvidshub.net or visit Operation Back to
School Camp Taji on Facebook.

Calling All MUS Veterans
MUS is seeking service information on all alumni
who are veterans of any war or branch of service.
Please e-mail as much of the following information
as possible to veterans@musowls.org
or contact Ann Laughlin at (901) 260-1398.
• Alumnus name and MUS class year
• Branch of service (active duty, guard, or reserve)
• Dates of service
• Rank
• List of tours and/or commendations
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Career Detours Lead McKay
to a Happy Destination as
Teacher and Mentor

Orlando McKay rarely wears the hardware
except for this photo request. He is sporting
his 1991 National Championship ring on his
right hand and the 1990 and 1991 PAC-10
Championship rings on his left hand.

by Lauren Oxner

After spending years in pursuit
of a professional football career,
assistant football coach and teacher
Orlando McKay’s love of athletics
landed him at MUS in 1996 where he
finally found his true calling.
Anyone who knows McKay knows
he loves his job, but he is the first to admit that coaching
and teaching at an independent school for boys was never
on his radar when he thought about his future. Football
was his real love, and he was good at it.
He was on scholarship as a wide receiver for the
University of Washington Huskies from 1988-1991.
As a three-year starter, McKay also made the PAC-10
All-Academic team. In 1991, his team won the national
championship, and all signs seemed to point toward
a successful career in football. But McKay’s talents
didn’t stop on the field; he was also a track superstar at
Washington. At one time, he was ranked 32nd in the
world in the 400-meter dash. But the rigors of training for
two sports took its toll, McKay said.
“I tried to do both, participating in spring practice for
football while running on the track team in the spring as
well, but I just couldn’t do it,” he said. “Both sports require
such different training, and, after a while, your legs really
can’t take any more; the body simply can’t handle it. So I
had to give one up, and I chose to follow football.”
McKay’s decision led him to enter the NFL draft after
graduating in 1992 with a degree in psychology, but his
professional football career was short-lived. After being
drafted in the fifth round by the Green Bay Packers, he
spent one season on the team, but was injured for most of
that time, and in 1993, the Packers cut him. To make ends
meet, McKay took a job as a television news reporter for a
news station in Green Bay, WI.
16
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“At first, they made me the ‘hard news’
guy, so I was covering the important, but
often boring stories,” McKay said. “I wasn’t
good at it at all, and they quickly saw that,
so they made me the ‘features guy,’ which
allowed me to cover goofier, off-the-cuff
stories. I still hated it, though, so I quit and
gave the NFL another shot.”
In 1994, McKay played for the Buffalo
Bills in New York, but once again, he was
cut. After leaving the Bills, he traveled
to Canada to play for the Canadian Football League’s
Hamilton Tigercats. Although McKay said he played well
while he was there, rumblings of the team’s bankruptcy
and possible folding caused McKay and ten other players to
seriously reconsider their options.
“The guys and I heard about a team in Memphis called
the Memphis Maddogs, so in 1995, we headed South and
joined the team,” he said. “It was pretty sad. I want to say
there were about 1,000 fans at the games. Not surprisingly,
the team folded very quickly, and I retired from football
permanently.”
McKay began to get anxious about what he wanted to
do with the rest of his life. Then, while on a vacation with a
buddy, everything seemed to mysteriously align.
“My friend looked at me and said, ‘Orlando, what do
you like doing?’” he recalled. “I replied that I liked working
out a lot, so he suggested I become a fitness trainer. A few
minutes later, we stopped at a gas station, and right there
on the magazine rack was a Muscle and Fitness magazine
all about fitness and how to become a trainer. It was really
weird, but I took it and ran with it.”
McKay immediately began studying to become a
certified personal trainer. Since he needed money in the
meantime, he took a job at the Racquet Club folding towels
for $5 an hour. The club didn’t have an official personal
training program at the time, but McKay took on private
clients. After two months, he had a somewhat extensive
list of clients. Among his clients were two members of the

MUS community who alerted football coach and
Athletic Director Bobby Alston that he would be
well advised to look into bringing McKay to MUS.
“In 1996, I came to MUS for an interview and
got the job as the strength and conditioning coach
for all sports,” McKay said. “After one year, Coach
Alston said it was time I started coaching. I had
never thought about coaching before, but I knew it
was something I could do, and after my first day in
front of a class, I knew I’d be a teacher until the day
I die.”
Since that time, McKay has taught a variety of
courses, ranging from physical education to public
speaking to economics. He has also taken on responsibilities as an assistant coach for varsity and freshman football.
In 2000, he spent a year away from MUS when he started
Ahead of the Game, a speed and conditioning circuit
training program for athletes. This venture motivated
him to get his MBA in marketing from the University of
Memphis in 2001. However, after one year, McKay found
himself wanting to come back to MUS, and it’s a move
he’s extremely glad he made.
“I love the administrative leaders here. Barry Ray,
Ellis Haguewood, and Coach Alston have truly been
mentors to me,” he said. “My dad wasn’t in my life
growing up, and I really can’t describe how much they

by Kimberly Eller

Along with teaching and coaching, McKay enjoys spending
time with his wife, Dawn, and their three boys, (from left)
Aedan, 11, Seth, 9, and Gavin, 7. Looking at this front line,
can McKay’s future as an MUS parent be far behind?

have guided me as leaders. They embody doing what is
right by other people.”
McKay also said this guidance and investment in his
life has enabled him to do the same for others.
“I didn’t think I could ever mold other people, but
when people took the time to mold me, I knew I could
do it,” McKay said. “I still have kids I’ve coached and/or
taught who come back just to say, ‘Hey, you made such a
big impact on my life.’”

Writing His Way Into

The National
Council of Teachers of
English has awarded
Sam Ferguson ’10 an
Achievement Award
for writing.
The English
Department selected
Ferguson as its nominee
for the award from last
year’s junior class. In
order to be judged, he
prepared a portfolio of
his best writing, which
included prose narratives about his rock
band performing in
a colorful dive and a
timed essay affirming
America’s economic
and cultural ascendancy
against suggestions of the nation’s decline.
“Simply being nominated by the English
Department is an immense honor,” Ferguson said.
“I really respect and admire the English teachers
I’ve had at MUS, and for them to recognize my
writing as good enough for the NCTE felt great.”

       Ferguson, who is
currently in Nat Akin’s
senior-level Short Story
Composition class, acknowledges all of his MUS English
instructors for helping
elevate his writing to an
award-winning level, including
Dax Torrey ’94, who helped
him build a solid foundation
in grammar, and Terry
Shelton, whom Ferguson
credits with teaching him
how to critically evaluate
literature and to write.
       “Mr. Shelton helped me
cut all the filler out of my
writing, and Mr. Akin has really
showed me and everybody
in the short story class how
to develop our creative side,”
Ferguson said. “Mr. [Flip]
Eikner ’77, Mr. [Lin] Askew, Mr. [Jim] Russell, and
Mrs. [Elizabeth] Crosby have also taught me to
appreciate good writing.”
Ferguson is also a National Merit Scholarship
Corporation Commended Student and a writer
for The Owl’s Hoot, the school newspaper.
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STATE WINNER

Back-to-Back Championships and Undefeated Seasons
The 2009 varsity football team’s
talent, character, and unity allowed
them to make history by winning
their second consecutive Division
II-AA State Championship and
becoming the only school in Shelby
County history to have back-to-back
undefeated seasons.
The Owls finished the regular
season 10-0 after defeating Millington,
Kingsbury, South Panola, Overton,
Olive Branch, East, White Station, St.
Benedict, CBHS, and Briarcrest.
The team earned the top seed
in the playoffs for the West and a
first-round bye, and, with Baylor’s
first-round victory over St. Benedict,
the Owls faced the Red Raiders in
the quarterfinals. Though they led
10-0 at the half, MUS broke open
the close game with 28 second-half
points to take the 38-7 victory. Their

18

MUS TODAY

MARCH 2010

semifinals opponent was Father Ryan,
a dangerous foe out of Nashville.
Despite making some uncharacteristic
mistakes, including committing three
turnovers and a season-high nine
penalties, the Owls secured a hardfought 23-15 victory to advance to
the title game.
Facing Montgomery Bell
Academy, which had recorded upset
wins over Ensworth and Brentwood
Academy the two previous weeks,
the Owls could not make mistakes if
they wanted to claim their fifth overall
state championship.
On a very cold December 3rd
night at Tennessee Tech University
in Cookeville, MUS did not commit
any turnovers, forced MBA into a
turnover, had only four penalties, and
outlasted the Big Red, 27-17, to win
the championship.

Senior quarterback Barry
Brunetti (pictured right) was
named the Offensive MVP as he
went 21-27 passing for 247 yards
and two touchdowns, and senior
linebacker Harrison Martin
(pictured above holding trophy)
was named the Defensive MVP with
his 15-tackle performance.
Despite all of the accomplishments of the team, Coach Alston
maintained a composed focus all year
and put the season into perspective.
“This season is a testament to the
talent and character of a really great
group of guys who chose the right
path in becoming an outstanding
team,” Alston said. “We believe
in competition, so we will always
appreciate the victories, but I will
really cherish the teamwork that this
team displayed each and every day.”
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Brunetti was named to PARADE
Magazine’s 47th annual All-American
High School Football Team. Brunetti
is the second Memphis-area prep
football player since 2000 to be
named a PARADE All-American and
14th overall since 1971. The team
is selected by coaches, journalists,
scouts, and recruiters. He was also
named the Tennessee Titans Mr.
Football Division II-AA Back of the
Year, while Martin was a finalist for
Lineman of the Year, and senior
Christian Kauffman (pictured
right) was a finalist for Kicker of the
Year. Kauffman had an outstanding
season as he went 18-19 on fieldgoal attempts, including going
5-6 from more than 40 yards and
53-54 on extra points. Brunetti,
Kauffman, Martin, and fellow seniors
Stephond Allmond, Hank Hill,
Drew Karban, and Jake Rudolph
were named to the Division II-AA
Tennessee Sports Writers Association
(TSWA) All-State Football Team.

The TSWA recognized Alston as the
Division II-AA Coach of the Year.
The accolades also included the
Tennessee Secondary School Athletic
Association (TSSAA) naming Alston
Athletic Director of the Year as part
of the 2008-09 A.F. Bridges Awards.
The A.F. Bridges Awards are given
annually to individuals who represent
the best in high school athletics.
“It is always nice to be honored
individually, but truthfully this award
really honors all of our outstanding
coaches and the dedicated students

who play on our teams,” Alston said.
“The other person who does most
of the work is Angela Counce,
the person to go to when you need
something done.”
The school also received an A.F.
Bridges Divisional Award, which is
given to schools that have had no
reported unsportsmanlike conduct
incidents during the previous
school year and have displayed

an overall positive effort to teach,
expect, and demand a positive
atmosphere of sportsmanship at
their particular contests. The schools
that received this prestigious award
were nominated by local officials
associations, other TSSAA member
schools, and the Tennessee Observers
Program for Sports (TOPS).
In January, representatives from
the MaxPreps Tour of Champions and

the Army National Guard presented
MUS with a trophy, which recognized
the varsity football team as the 17th
best team in the nation out of 16,000
for the 2009 high school football
season. According to MaxPreps,
the high school arm of CBS Sports,
MUS is the only high school in the
region, which includes Tennessee and
Kentucky, to be honored by the Tour
of Champions for both the 2008 and
2009 seasons.
What the Owls accomplished
this season is remarkable. They have
won 26 straight contests, a school
and county record, were ranked
No. 1 each week in The Commercial
Appeal’s Dandy Dozen poll, and
also were ranked in several national
polls, including the USA Today Top
25. They committed only eight
turnovers all season, including just
one interception, which was during
the game against Father Ryan. They
allowed their opponents only 159
points all year, an average of just 12.2
per game, and they scored 495 points
all season, an average of more than
38 points per game.
Much like last season, the
formidable task for the coaches and
underclassmen is to fill the void
the 34 seniors will leave; however,
because of the extensive experience
that many of the underclassmen
received this season, the team
should find themselves once again
competing for another state
championship next year.

TSWA named seven MUS seniors to the Division II-AA All-State Team: (front) Stephond
Allmond, Christian Kauffman, Harrison Martin, Hank Hill, (back) Jake Rudolph, Barry
Brunetti, and Drew Karban. Bobby Alston (far right) received Coach of the Year.
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Bobby Alston
by Kimberly Eller

For Athletic Director Bobby
Alston, 2009 was a year to
remember. Fresh off of an
undefeated 2008 football season
and a Division II-AA BlueCross
Bowl win, Alston coached the
varsity track team to a state
championship in the spring, and
celebrated his second consecutive
undefeated football season and
state championship title in the fall.
In late December, he was named
The Commercial Appeal’s 2009
Sportsman of the Year.
If asked, Alston is quick to
point out that it is not just about
him. He has a team of dedicated
coaches and players ready for any
challenge given to them. For him,
it’s all about teamwork.
“There is no way that I earned
the award on my own,” Alston
said. “It is shared with our players,
our coaches, and the entire MUS
community along with my family.”
Alston’s emphasis on
teamwork is felt by his players.
Jared Davis ’09, a member of
the state champion track and field
team and the third-place decathlon
finisher, believes one of Alston’s
greatest skills is his ability to bring
his teams together.
“Even in a seemingly individual
sport like track and field, Coach
Alston taught us that our own
efforts were not just about us
winning gold medals individually,
but about contributing to the
overall goal of the team winning,”
Davis said. “He has forever instilled
in me the true value of teamwork,
and I am grateful to him for that.”
Alston came to MUS in 1977 as
an assistant varsity football coach
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under Coach Jake Rudolph, and,
for a while, he assisted Coach
Jerry Peters with the varsity
basketball team. Over the years,
he also taught physical education
and coached the eighth-grade
and freshman football teams.
Alston has made a lasting
impact on his players, which
included Andy McCarroll ’86,
a member of the 1985 MUS
state championship football
team and college player for
Vanderbilt University.
“On the first day of summer
practice before my freshman
year, Coach Alston went to the
chalk board and drew a diagonal
line from the lower left corner
to the top right,” McCarroll
remembered. “He did it slowly,
deliberately, and without saying
anything. He then turned around,
looked at us silently for a while,
and said, ‘You are either getting
better,’ before he turned again to
the chalk board and drew a line
from the top left to bottom right,
then facing us again, ‘or you are
getting worse. Every day, we want
to get better.’”
Even though Alston was
speaking about football, those
words stayed with McCarroll and
have become a life philosophy
for him.

“Working under Coach Alston
proved that the daily effort to
get better can pay off with some
tremendous results over the long
term,” McCarroll said.
Since becoming the head
varsity football coach when
Rudolph retired in 1997, Alston
has led the team to four state
wins in the last six years, which
includes back-to-back state
championship titles in 2004 and
2005 plus the most recent wins.
He took over as the head track
coach in 1983, bringing home
state victories in 1994, 1995, 1997,
and, most recently, 2009.
In addition to his teams’
wins, Alston was recognized
by the Tennessee Secondary
School Athletic Association as the
Athletic Director of the Year as
part of the 2008-09 A.F. Bridges
Awards. The A.F. Bridges Awards
are given annually to individuals
who represent the best in high
school athletics. The Tennessee
Sports Writers Association (TSWA)
also named Alston their Coach of
the Year, and seven of his players
were named to the 2010 Division
II-AA team (see photo page 19).
He is also a 2009 finalist for The
Commercial Appeal’s Best of the
Preps Football Coach of the Year
after winning the honor last
spring for the 2008 season. The
2009 winner will be announced in
late spring.
Still, none of the accolades
stand out as Alston’s proudest
of the year. For Alston, it always
comes down to teamwork and
doing what is right.
“One of our players had a
particularly tough game where he
made several key errors that were
very public, yet when he came
to the sideline, his teammates
showed him the love and support
that we talk about so much,”
Alston said. “We were all excited
about the wins, but, in the long
run, the actions displayed by our
team to one of their teammates
really bring it all together.”

From the Archives
by Dr. John E. Harkins

Judge Andrew Holmes Honors for One of Our Own
Serendipity rides again!
Last November, Betty
Halbert, a fellow member
of the Mid-South Writers’
Association, gave me pages
from the Greentrees Civic
Association’s dedication
of a municipal park dated
October 24, 1999. The
pages included the program, a brief biographical sketch of
the honoree, and an overview of the Memphis park system.
When Halbert had noticed in the bio that Andrew O.
Holmes ’23 was an “Old MUS” boy, she correctly assumed
I would be interested. This connection stimulated bits of
detective work, yielding more information on the judge.
Born in Hernando, MS, in 1906, Holmes was reared
in both Oxford, MS, where his father taught law at Ole
Miss, and in Buntyn, TN, after his father entered private
practice in Memphis.
Holmes attended MUS, graduating with a strong
academic record. While a student, he played on the football
team, was a starter on the basketball squad, and was on the
winning side of the school’s debating society contest. After
MUS, he remained life-long friends with fellow alumni
Larry Creson ’24 and Julian Bondurant ’24.
Upon graduating from MUS, Holmes earned his
B.A. and LL.B. degrees from Vanderbilt University,
whereupon he returned to Memphis and practiced law
with the Holmes Canale (now Glankler Brown) firm.
Holmes was well connected with the area’s legal
establishment. He was the son of distinguished local
attorney John Elmore Holmes and a nephew of prominent
Mississippi attorneys Herbert Holmes of Senatobia and
F. C. Holmes of Hernando.
In 1929, Holmes married Mary Fitzhugh, and he
became the son-in-law of Guston T. Fitzhugh and the
brother-in-law of Millsaps Fitzhugh, both eminent local
attorneys. While Holmes’s family was very supportive of
E. H. Crump’s political organization, with his father
having served as Crump’s attorney, his father-in-law was
one of Crump’s staunchest opponents. But these political
differences did not seem to hinder Holmes and his wife
from having a happy marriage. They made their home at
155 Lombardy in Chickasaw Gardens, where they brought
up their two daughters, Josephine and Mary Owens.
Regarded as an up-and-coming attorney, Holmes
gained local political support for serving in the Tennessee
General Assembly in 1941. Charles M. Crump ’30, his
fellow Shelby County delegate, remembers him as an
effective legislator.

World War II interrupted Holmes’s career and family
life. He was unlikely to be drafted because he was in his
late 30s and had two children, but Holmes felt it was his
duty to volunteer for military service. He served on the
USS Kitkun Bay (CVE-71), an escort or “jeep” aircraft
carrier with a complement of 860 men. The ship saw plenty
of combat action in the Western Pacific, which included
being hit by several kamikaze planes. Accordingly, the ship
received six battle stars and a Presidential Unit Citation.
Holmes attained the rank of lieutenant commander.
After the war, he returned to Memphis and his law
practice. In 1947, the Crump organization had him slated
to serve on the local school board, but a sudden vacancy in
Shelby County’s Third Circuit Court changed those plans.
Governor Jim Nance McCord appointed Holmes to fill
the vacancy, and he retained that bench until Governor
Frank Clement appointed him to serve as a justice on the
Tennessee Supreme Court 16 years later.
Judge Holmes was highly regarded in Tennessee legal
circles, and his elevation to the Supreme Court bypassed
older and more experienced jurists. Holmes retained his
office in the 1964 election, running without opposition to
keep his seat on the Tennessee Supreme Court.
Sadly, Holmes died suddenly at age 59, only two and a
half years after his 1964 election. Mourners filled Second
Presbyterian Church’s 1,400-seat sanctuary for his funeral.
The Memphis and Shelby County Bar Association
honored Judge Holmes by naming the reference room of
its library in his name. More than three decades after his
death, the Memphis Park Commission further honored
him by naming the 20-acre municipal park at Messick
and Hickory Crest in Southeast Memphis after him. The
park’s plaque honors Holmes, encapsulating his values in
descending order: “Believer, Husband of Mary Fitzhugh
Holmes, Father, Tennessee Supreme Court Justice, Circuit
Court Judge, Naval Lieutenant in World War II Pacific
Theater, Attorney, State Legislator.” The family had
requested “Christian” rather than “Believer,” as the lead
descriptive word, but Park Commission policy dictated
otherwise. A Bible verse is also inscribed on this plaque.
It reads: “And what doth the Lord require of thee, but to
do justly, to love mercy and to walk humbly with thy God?”
Holmes’s two daughters attended Hutchison, but his
connection to MUS is ever-present. His grandsons, John
Walt, Jr. ’79 and Andrew Holmes Walt ’85, and two
grandsons by marriage, Lance Minor III ’67 and John
Wepfer ’74, are all MUS alumni. More recently, three of
Holmes’s great-grandsons have also graduated from MUS.
These descendants are Lance Minor IV ’06, Michael
Brennan, Jr. ’09, and Walt Wepfer ’09.
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Gifts in Memory and Honor
Your gifts in memory of loved ones or in honor of special friends directly enable young men at MUS to receive the
best education available. Memorials to Memphis University School support the Annual Fund program. Families of
those whose memories are honored will be notified by an appropriate card with an acknowledgment to the donor.
We gratefully acknowledge the following gifts to the school:*
*Includes gifts received October 16, 2009 – January 31, 2010
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Albert H. Allen ’73
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Adams III ’73
Russell B. Billings, Sr. ’80
Mr. and Mrs. John D. Ogle ’80
Ronald W. Callan, Jr. ’90
Dr. and Mrs. Donald E. Bradford II ’90
Mr. and Mrs. Mark E. Dumas ’90
Janie and Jere Crook
Dr. Jere L. Crook III ’63

H. CLYDE LEWIS
Miss Mary Nell Easum
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald J. Lazarov
Mrs. Diana B. Moore
Mr. and Mrs. James D. Russell
Dr. and Mrs. Owen B. Tabor, Jr. ’85
Ross M. Lynn
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick W. Smith ’62
Andrew C. McFall, Jr.
Mr. Perry D. Dement
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood

H
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Bradford A. Adams ’78
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Adams
Stuart C. Adams ’80
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Adams
BOBBY A. ALSTON
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald J. Lazarov
Mr. and Mrs. Jack C. Redden
L. D. Selby Austin ’13
Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence L. Cohen

NANCY A. CROSBY
Mr. and Mrs. Michael R. Deaderick
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen D. Hickman ’76
Captain and Mrs. Michael M. Howard ’82
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Stockley, Jr. ’76

Steven C. Minkin ’65
Dr. and Mrs. Bruce I. Minkin ’69

WARREN NOBLE BALL III ’13
Dr. and Mrs. Herschel A. Graves, Jr.

Nancy G. Morris
Dr. Robert H. Winfrey, Jr.

L. Hall Ballinger III ’13
Mr. and Mrs. Lynn H. Ballinger

Wayne E. Duff ’97
Dr. Janice Jin Hwang
		 and Dr. David Y. Hwang

SCOTT D. PATTERSON ’81
Mr. and Mrs. Craig T. Knox ’86
Mr. Brett Patterson

Beg To Differ
Alpha Lambda Chapter of Delta Kappa
Gamma

MARGARET CZERWINSKI EVANS
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood

V. Babu Rayudu ’03
Anonymous

RUSSELL E. BLOODWORTH, JR. ’63
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Ferguson ’68

William D. Evans, Jr. ’61
Dr. and Mrs. F. Hammond Cole, Jr. ’61

Walter Scott III ’87
Mr. A. Robert Boelte, Jr.
Mrs. Bernice Hussey and Dr. C. Hal Brunt
Mr. and Mrs. Michael R. Deaderick
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood
Mr. and Mrs. Walker E. Morris, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. C. Penn Owen, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. N. Davis Owen
Ms. Louise Gore and Mr. P. Parker Phillips ’85
Mr. and Mrs. James D. Russell
Mr. and Mrs. S. Clay Smythe ’85
Dr. and Mrs. Owen B. Tabor
Mr. and Mrs. Norman S. Thompson, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander W. Wellford, Jr. ’60

A. Robert Boelte, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Wiley T. Robinson

Donald Felsenthal
Dr. Darrin V. Gulla ’90
Edward A. Fischer
Mr. Perry D. Dement
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood
Mr. and Mrs. James D. Russell
Judith M. Friday
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood
David M. Geer
Mr. and Mrs. Dallas M. Geer ’95
William R. Hatchett
Mr. and Mrs. Norman S. Thompson, Jr.
Thomas H. Hutton, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. J. Bayard Boyle, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Daniel F. Fisher, Jr. ’68
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Loeb ’73
Mr. P. Ryan Miller ’00
Dr. Richard A. Miller, Jr. ’65
LYSBETH “BETTY” HAWKINS KENT
Whit Cox ’06
Mason George ’06
	Blake Karban ’06
Will Pickens ’06
	Grayson Sharpe ’06
Will Thornton ’06
	Reid Wesson ’06
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P. Nicholas Koleas ’67
Dr. and Mrs. Minor C. Vernon ’67
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Michael E. Shaheen, jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Henry N. Cannon ’68
Harry G. Soldan, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Pretsch
Roger B. Vogelfanger
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood

James Hallam Boyd IV ’15
Mr. and Mrs. Hallam Boyd, Jr.
ALEXANDER R. CARTER ’14
Mr. and Mrs. Richard A. Carter
Michael D. Carter ’15
Mr. and Mrs. Richard A. Carter
E. Stanley Caummisar, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. E. Stanley Caummisar, Jr.
		 and Mr. Blake N. Caummisar ’11
G. Barnes Chism II ’10
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Chism
Kevin R. Cubbins ’93
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Hiltonsmith
Victoria S. Daniel
Mr. Van K. Morris II ’98

Holt and Stone Weeks
Mr. and Mrs. Michael R. Deaderick
Mr. and Mrs. Robert P. Sayle, Jr. ’66

Austin C. Darr ’15
Ms. Carolyn T. Darr

John S. Wilder, Sr.
Dr. Robert H. Winfrey, Jr.

Jackson S. Darr ’12
Ms. Carolyn T. Darr

John L. Willey ’63
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander W. Wellford, Jr. ’60

JULIA M. DEBARDELEBEN
Mr. and Mrs. Leslie K. Estes
		 and Mr. John R. Estes ’14

D. Roy Winegardner
Mr. and Mrs. Michael R. Deaderick

Andrews Named Annual Fund Director
From teacher, to photographer, to college fundraiser, George “Hud” Andrews has spent
his career making people see things differently. He is bringing his talents to MUS as the new
director of the Annual Fund.
“I have always been impressed with MUS and its alumni,” said
Andrews. “They make Memphis a better place through their gifts and
good works. I am really looking forward to working with them. I also
look forward to teaching the students about the importance of the
Annual Fund.”
Andrews was the assistant director of development for Annual
Giving at Rhodes College, where he was instrumental in raising
more than $2 million per year. Before joining Rhodes, he worked as
a professional photographer for more than 30 years, garnering many
awards, and he served as a special education teacher with Memphis City Schools for three years.
“I’m excited that Hud Andrews is joining us,” said Perry Dement, director of Advancement.
“Hud’s experience as a graduate of an all boys’ school, a teacher, a business owner and
entrepreneur, and his successful background in fundraising put him in a unique position to
promote and benefit MUS. He is a great addition and complement to our Advancement team.”
Andrews graduated from CBHS in 1966, and, in 1970, graduated with honors from Rhodes
College, where he was a member of Phi Beta Kappa. He holds a master’s in psychology from
Dalhousie University.
Andrews enjoys running and physical fitness training, as well as reading. He is married to
artist Angela Goza.

Henry T. Dickinson ’11
Mrs. Elizabeth E. Dickinson

William E. Jones ’13
Mr. and Mrs. Paul D. Johns

J. Justin McClure ’81
Mr. James McClure, Jr.

Lance M. Escue, Jr. ’14
Mr. and Mrs. James Faust

Lucius D. Jordan IV ’15
Ms. Charlotte W. Anthony

Conor W. Miller ’11
Ms. Mary D. Schertler

John E. Fry ’62 and Ardent Studios
Mr. John F. Hiltonsmith

John M. Kakales ’15
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Harbison

Samuel C. Ferguson ’10
Mrs. Robert Waterman

Russell August Klinke ’15
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne O’Shields

SHAUNA H. MILLER
Mr. and Mrs. Leslie K. Estes
		 and Mr. John R. Estes ’14

J. KYLE FINNEY
Mr. and Mrs. Leslie K. Estes
		 and Mr. John R. Estes ’14

Jane Giles Levy
Mr. and Mrs. Karl Haas
Mr. P. Ryan Miller ’00

Landon K. Finney ’11
Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy D. Finney

The Reverend Martin W. Lifer III ’79
Mrs. Martin W. Lifer, Jr.

Travis T. Nauert ’10
Mr. and Mrs. Clifton M. Nauert

Mr. and Mrs. William M. Gotten, Sr.
Lt. Commander and Mrs. William M. Gotten, Jr. ’90

James B. Long ’10
Mrs. Nancy C. Balton

John S. Newman ’12
The Honorable and Mrs. John R. McCarroll, Jr.

Ellis L. Haguewood
Mr. and Mrs. E. Charles Jalenak ’83

Stewart D. Love ’15
Mr. and Mrs. J. Larry Dixon

Joseph H. Notowich ’11
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert L. Notowich

W. Buckner Hasenmueller ’13
Ms. Sarah L. Flowers

Thomas H. Madden
Mr. and Mrs. E. Stanley Caummisar, Jr.
		 and Mr. Blake N. Caummisar ’11

Zachary J. Olsen ’13
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald E. Baxter

Thomas C. Hayes, Jr. ’15
Mr. and Mrs. G. Thomas McPherson
Patrick T. Holt ’12
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Saed

J. Taylor Mays ’12
Mr. James McClure, Jr.
William T. Mays III ’08
Mr. James McClure, Jr.

James B. Mitchum ’14
Mr. and Mrs. Don Burkhalter
mus faculty and staff
Mr. and Mrs. Eric P. Wulf

Paul W. O’Neal III ’13
Mr. and Mrs. Paul W. O’Neal, Sr.
Benjamin H. Ormseth ’14
Mr. and Mrs. Albert J. Galen
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jean l. saunders
Mr. and Mrs. Jack C. Redden
CATHERINE S. SCHUHMACHER
Mr. and Mrs. Leslie K. Estes
		 and Mr. John R. Estes ’14

George T. Ormseth ’12
Mr. and Mrs. Albert J. Galen

Andrew C. Shelton ’15
Mr. and Mrs. E. Ron Jackson

H. Jerry Peters
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey A. Peters ’79
Mr. and Mrs. William S. White ’87
Mrs. Lynda Lipscomb Wexler

H. Clay Shelton IV ’97
Mr. and Mrs. Henry C. Shelton III

James T. Rantzow, Jr. ’13
Mr. and Mrs. Richard C. Rantzow

W. Wesley Shelton ’99
Mr. and Mrs. Henry C. Shelton III

Ryan E. Reisner ’12
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Frith

Edward L. Simpson, Jr. ’13
Dr. and Mrs. L. Milton Hughes

Bradley J. Ringel ’10
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence M. Krug

Leo Hinds Smythe
Mrs. Diana B. Moore

Brian D. Ringel ’13
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence M. Krug

S. CLAY SMYTHE ’85
Mr. and Mrs. Leslie K. Estes
		 and Mr. John R. Estes ’14

Andrew C. Robinson ’05
Mr. Thomas H. Robinson, Jr. ’00

William H. Smythe V ’11
Mr. and Mrs. W. Hamilton Smythe III

Thomas H. Robinson, Sr.
Mr. Thomas H. Robinson, Jr. ’00
Jacob C. Rudolph IV ’10
Mr. and Mrs. J. Courtnay Rudolph III ’77
JAMES D. RUSSELL
Mr. and Mrs. Leslie K. Estes
		 and Mr. John R. Estes ’14
ROSS D. RUTLEDGE ’02
Mr. and Mrs. Leslie K. Estes
		 and Mr. John R. Estes ’14
Mary K. Samuel
Dr. and Mrs. Vincent K. Samuel

In Memory of

R. Tate Solberg ’14
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald A. Solberg
W. Quay Stallworth ’11
Mrs. Helen M. Stallworth
Graham R. Stewart ’10
Mrs. J. Russell Stewart
Harrison D. Stewart ’14
Mrs. J. Russell Stewart
THE STRANGERS BAND MEMBERS
Mr. Robert T. Stephenson
Mr. and Mrs. Charles R. Dickinson, Jr.

Thomas H ays Hutton (1921 – 2009)

SAMUEL D. SUDDARTH III
Mr. and Mrs. Leslie K. Estes
		 and Mr. John R. Estes ’14
W. Andrew Thibado ’11
Mr. and Mrs. James L. Yarbro
NORMAN S. THOMPSON, JR.
Dr. Robert J. Davis ’82
Mr. and Mrs. Edward H. Felsenthal ’84
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Robertson III ’86
Avery C. Tosi ’11
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Adams
William M. Trammell ’13
Mrs. Katherine G. McClintock
RYAN e. TURNER ’10
Mr. and Mrs. Steven M. Turner
joseph s. tyler
Mr. and Mrs. Leslie K. Estes
		 and Mr. John R. Estes ’14
Nathan M. Vogt ’13
Mr. and Mrs. Calvin O. Vogt
a. BOYD WADE III ’81
Mr. Stephen B. Phillips ’81
R. Cullen West, Jr. ’11
Dr. and Mrs. Charles A. Cape
Matthew B. H. Williams ’10
Mrs. Eugene McNeely, Jr.
Scott S. Williams ’03
Mrs. Eugene McNeely, Jr.
Henry M. Womack III ’13
Mr. and Mrs. Victor L. Robilio, Jr.

Thomas Hays Hutton, a Board of Trustees member from 1959 to 1972 and an Honorary
Board member, passed away on December 15, 2009, after a long battle with cancer.
Born in Sioux City, IA, Hutton later moved to Memphis with his family to operate
Chuck Hutton Company, a Dodge automobile dealership. After earning his bachelor’s
in business administration from Northwestern University, Hutton joined the U.S. Navy
as an ensign during World War II. After the war, Hutton returned to Memphis, settling
down with his wife, Betty Phillips, and joining the family business. Following Betty’s
passing, Hutton married the widowed Camille Bailey Adams.
In 1975, Hutton was named one of Time Magazine’s 60 most outstanding car dealers
in the nation for business performance and community service. A devoted member of the Memphis community, Hutton
was chairman of Shelby United Neighbors, currently known as United Way, and also served as president of the Rotary
Club, the 100 Club of Memphis, and the Memphis Country Club.
Hutton’s service on the board truly speaks to his commitment to MUS. He was a long-time member of the
D. Eugene Thorn Society and recently a member of the Ross M. Lynn Society.
His three sons, Charles R. Hutton ’65, also deceased, Thomas Hays Hutton, Jr. ’68, and Henry A. Hutton ’72
attended MUS. He also has a daughter, Nancy Hutton Sawyer, as well as two stepchildren, 11 grandchildren,
including Hays Hutton ’88 and Sam Sawyer ’05, and 11 great-grandchildren.
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Why I Give
					

Steve Hergenrader
earned a B.A. in economics at the
University of Tennessee and an MBA from
Vanderbilt. He worked for FedEx for 12
years in corporate financial planning and
left to operate his own business. His latest
venture is NPV Financial Consulting, which
provides financial planning for emerging
and family-owned businesses that need to
raise capital, to acquire or sell a business,
or “CFO-for-hire” services. Hergenrader
lives in Memphis with his wife, Marilyn
Hammons Hergenrader (Hutchison ’79),
and their three children, Wil ’12, Lewis ’15,
and Owen (Hutchison ’18).

by Steve Hergenrader ’77

Since returning to Memphis, I have participated in the MUS Annual
Fund’s Phonathon each October either as an alumnus or as a parent. It
is my way of honoring the institution and educators that have had such
a profound influence on my life. I also want to help ensure the future
of MUS, so that my two sons, Wil ’12 and Lewis ’15, as well as other
boys, can enjoy a similar experience.

This year, I called other seventh-grade parents and asked them to pledge
money to the school’s Annual Fund. The difficult economic climate,
combined with an audience of parents new to MUS, made for some
tough questions about the need for the Annual Fund. I had to organize
my thoughts and articulate why I give to the school each year. All of us
in the MUS community – including alumni, parents, and friends of the
school – can benefit from reflecting upon the reasons why it’s important
to give to MUS.
This year’s campaign goal is to raise $1,150,000 to support the
operations of the school and deliver the MUS experience to 665
students (or $1,729 per student). Historically, alumni have provided
41 percent of the campaign’s funding, while parents and other
benefactors provide the remaining 59 percent. The fund supports
the daily operations of the school and a few physical projects, such as
a new PA system for Hyde Chapel, the circulation desk in the library,
and other campus improvements.

MUS’s tuition only covers about 75 percent of the annual cost to educate each student. Certainly, the school could
simply increase each student’s tuition by $1,700 per year to cover the shortfall, but this would impact the school’s ability
to attract students from a broad cross-section of the Mid-South and would challenge the tax advantage of the Annual
Fund as a charitable activity. The fund’s charitable status allows the school to attract funding from alumni and other
benefactors, plus it enables donors to provide some of the funding for current students’ education on a tax-preferred basis.
The 2009-10 Annual Fund goal is to raise $683,000 from parents or $1,000 per student. The seventh-grade goal is
$41,000 or $410 per student. In addition, I am hoping to achieve 100 percent participation from this year’s seventhgrade parents, regardless of the amount. As a parent, I continue to be impressed by MUS’s excellence as exhibited by:

•   MUS has the highest number of National Merit Finalists in Tennessee for 2009-10.
•   The National Merit Scholarship Corporation recognized 27 percent of the senior class.
•   MUS offers 19 AP courses for college credit.
•   72 percent of the faculty hold advanced degrees (masters and doctorates).
•   MUS won five state championships last year.
•   The school offers diverse extracurricular activities (e.g., Beg To Differ®, Latin Club, plays, among many others)

MUS’s alumni usually contribute 41 percent of the Annual Fund goal, or about $700 per student. Why would a group
of people who haven’t met my sons be willing to invest so heavily in their education? As alumni, you understand, appreciate, and value the impact that the MUS experience has had in your lives. As alumni, we are all proud of those six items
listed above, and as alumni, we especially understand the experience and value of the honor system and the intellectual
environment that is created and sustained by the faculty and staff. At MUS, it’s okay to be engaged,
and the faculty fosters engagement by being accessible and interested in their students’ lives.

I asked parents to pledge $500 during Phonathon and now ask that MUS Today readers
consider my request as well. Please join me by making and fulfilling your donation online
at www.musowls.org/donate. Thanks in advance for participating
MUS ANNUAL FUND
in the 2009-10 Annual Fund. I hope to see you at some of the
To make a gift to the Annual Fund, call (901) 260-1350,
upcoming events. Go, Owls!
give online at www.musowls.org/donate, or mail a contribution
to 6191 Park Avenue, Memphis, TN 38119.
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“Five years ago, I was sitting in a desk
at MUS. Right now, I’m in an armored car
careening through the streets of Khartoum,
Sudan, at breakneck speeds as the SUVs
full of bodyguards and our police escort
run cars off the road. We’re on our way to
a meeting with the vice president of the
country, a country that has been ravaged
by war and genocide.” Nov. 17, 2009

Cash McCracken at a
voter registration site
in Khartoum, Sudan

McCracken Feels
Right at Home in Foreign Service
by Melanie Threlkeld McConnell

Cash McCracken ’04 wanted more out of life than
the number crunching and the politicking of his college
years, and he has found his place in the world, one that
took him on a wild ride through the narrow and dangerous
streets of Khartoum, Sudan. Armed with his education
and a desire to serve his country, he found his calling in
the U.S. Foreign Service.
McCracken had spent one summer as an intern on
the floor of an investment bank and another as an intern
in London at the House of Commons working for the
Scottish National Party members of Parliament. That
was long enough for him to see that he wanted more
from a career.
“It was straight up politics or hardcore economics,”
he said. “I was living in a spreadsheet and not in the real
world,” he said of his time at the investment bank.
That all changed when he submitted his application
during his senior year at Brown University to the
U.S. Department of State to work in the Foreign Service.
During the time it took the Foreign Service to complete
the investigation for his top secret security clearance,

McCracken captured these
images while traveling in Sudan:
(right) Special Envoy Scott Gration,
on the right, planting a tree at the
U.N. compound in honor of a
Pakistani battalion in West Darfur;
(middle) women at a voter registration
site chanting in support of a candidate;
(far right) Gration receiving an honor
guard of U.N. peacekeepers
in El Geneina, Darfur.
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McCracken graduated from Brown in 2008 with a degree
in public policy and earned his master’s degree with honors
in 2009 from the London School of Economics (LSE).
He later wrote his dissertation and took his exams in
Washington, DC, during his Foreign Service orientation
at the State Department.
He was selected to work in the Office of the
President’s Special Envoy for Sudan, Major General
(retired) Scott Gration. The job requires handling strategic
communications as well as media and public affairs for the
special envoy. McCracken also serves as the lead in writing
Sudan-related press statements, blog posts, and other
communications for the State Department.
The appointment is exactly what the 23-year-old
wanted: a lifestyle rather than a job, a service-related
career where he could blend politics with critical policy
issues – and just maybe travel the world. As a Foreign
Service economic officer, McCracken’s career will focus
on dealing with economic diplomacy issues, including
trade, development, and multi- and bilateral relations
and how they fit into the global context.

“When you join the Foreign Service, you
get a list of positions and you bid on every
position,” he said. “There were 90 people in
my orientation class. I had to write a narration
on where I wanted to be and why. This
position working on Sudan was at the very
top of my list.”
His interest in Sudan and the chance to
work with a presidential envoy, who has a
close relationship with the president, presented
an exciting opportunity. McCracken already
knew about the conflicts involving warring
factions and accusations that the Sudanese
government favored Arabs over black Africans,
as well as charges of genocide in Darfur. In
college, McCracken ran Brown’s Human
Rights Film Festival, which showed documentaries and sponsored speakers on human rights
issues from around the world. He knew that
Sudan was a high priority for government
policy, and that piqued his interest even more.
In November 2009, he spent about ten days traveling
through Sudan with Special Envoy Gration as they met
with government officials, tribal elders, and U.N. peacekeepers to discuss border demarcation, security in Darfur,
and the tenuous peace agreement between northern and
southern Sudan, two regions that were embroiled in civil
war until 2005.
The return trip to Washington was no less hectic.
McCracken had to deal with Congressional testimony
and communicating with the press, not only about the
testimony, but also the peacekeeper killings in Darfur and
election protest crackdowns in Khartoum.
For several weeks when the communications director
had to take a leave of absence, McCracken took over as
interim communications director. His “eureka moment”
came when he checked the White House Web site one day
and saw a news release he had written.
“Seeing the exact words I had written was very, very
cool,” McCracken said. “I’m thinking, ‘Is this real?’ Or,
when I walked into the White House, I thought, ‘Is this
really real?’ How could anyone get jaded by this? I don’t
want to lose sight of how lucky I am.”

Cash McCracken credits his
lacrosse experience with
good life lessons. In 2004,
the MUS lacrosse team was
labeled “The Road Warriors”
for their many wins on a
tough road schedule.
Here, McCracken defends
a McCallie opponent during
the state championship
game. Despite losing this
final game, McCracken and
his teammates posted one
of the best finishes in school
history – overall record of
13-2, regional record of 4-0,
state runner-up title, No. 47
in national ratings, and
No. 1 in the Lax Power
Regional Rankings (South).

McCracken’s parents, Lane Moten and John
McCracken, still live in Memphis, and he credits Memphis
University School with preparing him for this remarkable
position he currently holds.
“When you are in seventh grade, you often feel like a
child,” he said. “As you spend your time at MUS, as you
move through the grades, and as you demonstrate your
work ethic and maturity level, teachers treat you with
greater respect. I think building that rapport with teachers
was great. I had a lot of teachers really focus on helping me
develop as a person and as a scholar.”
Aware of the cliché, but determined to give credit
where it’s due, McCracken recalled the lessons he learned
from his lacrosse coach Elliott Dent.
“Lacrosse really and truly was about learning to view
successes as a group, learning to work as a singular unit
to achieve a common goal,” McCracken said. “Coach
Dent was someone who may have been a taskmaster at
times, and I resented that sometimes, but it helped me
to build a work ethic. Being on that team, we aimed high
for lofty goals and that instilled a good sense of work ethic
and achievement.”
Life is good, McCracken said, and the best is yet
to come. In July, McCracken will marry Emily Kunen,
an environmental engineer and fellow Brown graduate
who recently completed her master’s degree at Cambridge
University in England. Also, in July he will begin
learning Vietnamese for his next tour, which will take
him to Vietnam.
“I feel really blessed for my time at MUS, Brown,
and the London School of Economics and for being able
to discover the things that drive me,” McCracken said. “I
was lucky to find my passion early on, and with the superb
education and mentoring begun at MUS, I’ve been able to
find success in making a difference and doing what I love.”
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(left) Onyx fracture fixation
screws await finishing operations.
They are used to surgically repair
wrist fractures, one of the most
common orthopedic fractures.
(below) Patrick Gilmore conducts
a daily meeting with supervisors.

Family Business

Growing on a Global Market
by Gee Loeb Sharp

What began for Patrick Gilmore ’88 as a love of cars drove him
into mechanical engineering and later into co-ownership of a successful
medical manufacturing company.
“I was always interested in cars,” Gilmore recalled. “Tom Brown,
the MUS computer science teacher at the time, really encouraged my
tinkering and helped me develop my deep love of all things mechanical.
Most of my classmates can tell you about my obsession with cars –
[pictured right] I still have the 1966 Mustang GT convertible that I
rebuilt in high school.”
Now, as co-owner and vice president of Manufacturing and
Engineering at Onyx Medical Corporation, Gilmore has taken his
passion to a new level. Onyx, which he jointly owns with his wife of
16 years, Jodie, and his parents, Loraine and Rogers Gilmore, is a
contract medical manufacturing company. It specializes in orthopedics,
specifically components and implants used in both traumatic bone
injuries and reconstructive surgeries, with a focus on trauma.
“We operate behind the scenes,” Patrick said. “We manufacture
products to our customers’ prints and specifications that they
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subsequently sell under their own
the regulations that apply to us
names. We are proud that Onyx
are extensive and require very
serves nine of the top 11 orthocomplex and effective quality
pedic companies in the world.”
systems to maintain controlled
Patrick graduated from the
processes and minimize patient
University of Texas at Austin,
risk. We are regularly audited
where he studied mechanical
by our customers, internationally
engineering and met and
recognized notified bodies [accredmarried Jodie, a marketing and
iting examiners], and auditors.”
finance major. During his junior
Onyx, which employs
and senior years, he worked at
70 people, has a staff of nine
Applied Research Labs doing
engineers and supports the
entry level design work on the
corporate philosophy that
The Gilmores: Patrick and Jodie with
manufacturing/assembly fixtures
engineering and quality are the
daughter Riley, 4, in junior kindergarten
of sonar test buoys. Thus began
key ingredients to meeting their
at St. Mary’s Episcopal School, son Mitchell,
Patrick’s career in design and
customers’ requirements now and
21 months, and daughter McKinley, 7,
manufacturing and his exposure to
in the future.
a first grader at St. Mary’s.
machining metal.
Patrick said his goals for Onyx
Upon graduation, the Gilmores first worked in “high
are the same now as when he and his wife first moved to
tech” in Austin. Later, Jodie’s career at Apple would
Memphis from California.
take the couple to California, where Patrick worked as a
“We want to build one of the most technically
design engineer at IDEO Product Development.
advanced medical manufacturing companies in the
“We were both enjoying our careers, but we had
world to provide the highest quality products to our
reached a point where we wanted our decisions to be
customers, while creating job security and good opporthe ones that mattered,” he said. “At the same time, my
tunities for our dedicated employees,” he said. “We
parents, who had bought a small medical manufaclook forward to continuing to transform Onyx from a
turing company that became Onyx, recognized a need
small family business to a globally-competitive medical
in their business for the type of experience and expertise
manufacturing company.”
that Jodie and I had gained in our careers.”
He looks upon his MUS days as a top notch
His parents asked him and his wife, now the vice
education with colorful characters who helped mold him
president of Strategic Business Development, to join
and prepare him for college.
Onyx, and, after several weeks evaluating the company
“I will never forget my Word Wealth class with Mr.
and their ability to have an impact on its future,
[Norman] Thompson that my brothers and I still
they moved to Memphis to become part of the “Onyx
parody every time we get together,” Gilmore said. “Mr.
adventure.” They are now in their 13th year at Onyx.
Thompson used to say, ‘Word Wealth? It’s more like
In his position, Patrick manages the Onyx
Word Poverty for you, Mr. Gilmore.’”
engineering projects and trains and mentors new
“I still have a love of history today that began in
engineers and employees. The production floor is a
Mr. [Mike] Deaderick’s AP American History class,
high priority, a place where he is actively involved in
and Mr. [Jerry] Omundson’s Chemistry I class was so
technical problem solving and troubleshooting on both
thorough and difficult that I never even had to study for
the machinery and processes.
my freshman chemistry class at Texas. I still remember
He also collaborates with Onyx’s customers to solve
Avogadro’s number because of him, and I use the unit
design and manufacturing issues and works closely
conversion technique that I learned in that class to this
with Onyx’s quality group to ensure consistent and
day at work. There were no shocks about how much
sustainable product quality and delivery.
work was required to be successful in college thanks to
“Medical manufacturing is a specialized industry
my preparation at MUS.”
governed by the FDA,” Patrick said. “Because of the
For more information on Onyx Medical Corporation,
critical nature of the product that we manufacture,
go to www.onyxmedical.net.
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Send news to your class representative listed below or to Claire Farmer at claire.farmer@musowls.org
’58 Class Rep Needed..........contact claire.farmer@musowls.org
’59 Goodloe Early...........................................gearly2@aol.com
’60 Met Crump............................... metcrump@crumpfirm.com
Alex Wellford................................... wellford@comcast.net
’61 Scott May............................................sfmay@bellsouth.net
’62 Jerry Bradfield..................................... jbradfi293@aol.com
’63 Doug Ferris.....................................dferris@ffcfuelcells.com
’64 Bill Quinlen................................... wquinlen@bellsouth.net
’65 Bob Heller....................................... hrheller3@comcast.net
Rick Miller........................................... rmiller634@aol.com
’66 Chuck Smith..................................... duckhead50@aol.com
’67 John Pettey....................... john.pettey@morgankeegan.com
’68 Bill Ferguson................................................. 901-278-6868
’69 Scott Wellford....................................swellford@orgill.com
’70 Steve Bledsoe..................................... bledsoe018@aol.com
Warren Ayres.................................. wwayres@bellsouth.net
’71 Barlow Mann......................... barlow.mann@sharpenet.com
Phil Wiygul................................... philwiygul@earthlink.net
’72 Denby Brandon......... denbybrandon@brandonplanning.com
Joel Hobson........................... jhobson@hobsonrealtors.com
’73 Cecil Humphreys....................... chumphreys@glankler.com
Wise Jones.....................................wise.jones@regions.com
’74 Mark Ruleman...............mark.ruleman@raymondjames.com
’75 Lee Marshall...................lee.marshall@jordanextrusion.com
’76 Lane Carrick .............................lane@sovereignwealth.com
’77 Bruce Moore............................... jmoore1977@comcast.net
’78 Joe Morrison............................. joe.m.morrison@gmail.com

Upcoming Alumni Events
Buzzard Bowl

Sunday, April 18: Second Annual Alumni Football Game,
Even years vs. odd years. If you wish to participate, contact
Ann Laughlin at ann.laughlin@musowls.org.

On the Road

Tuesday, April 20: MUS will host an alumni event in Atlanta.

Live at the Garden

This summer, MUS will host a tent at one of Memphis
Botanic Garden’s Live at the Garden concerts. If you missed
it in the past, don’t make that mistake again. Watch for your
e-vite once the concert schedule is announced.

Cookout for College Bound Buzzards

August 5, 6:15 p.m.: Classes of 2006-10 are invited to a
cookout on the Alumni Terrace and to watch football practice.
For the Class of 2010, this will be an opportunity to connect
with other Owls who have flocked to your college choice.

Homecoming /Reunion Weekend 2010

September 24-25: Pep Rally, Alumni Golf Tournament,
Barbecue Dinner, Football Game (MUS vs. East), Reunion
Parties for ’60, ’65, ’70, ’75, ’80, ’85, ’90, ’95, ’00, ’05
For more information on events, check our Web site at
www.musowls.org/NetCommunity/AlumniReunionsAndEvents
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’79 Fleet Abston......................................fabston@turlwave.com
Arthur Fulmer..................................afulmer@fulmerco.com
’80 Mel Payne....................................... mel_payne@yahoo.com
George Skouteris.............................. skouterislaw@aol.com
’81 Rob Hussey......................................rjhussey3@comcast.net
Kelly Truitt..........................................kelly.truitt@cbre.com
’82 John Dunavant...................... john.dunavant@dunavant.com
’83 Jim Burnett........................jim.burnett@morgankeegan.com
Jimmy Harwood......................... jharwood@wundernet.com
’84 Bob McEwan................ robert.mcewan@morgankeegan.com
’85 John Apperson................................ japperson@centllc.com
Craig Witt...................................... craighwitt@hotmail.com
’86 Andy McArtor........................................andy@mcartor.com
Ted Miller....................................... ted.miller@regions.com
’87 Jonny Ballinger....................... jonnyballinger@hotmail.com
Bo Brooksbank.......................... boandalanna@bellsouth.net
’88 Max Painter................................... mpainter1@comcast.net
Fred Schaeffer.........................fschaeffer@memphis.nef.com
’89 Scott Sherman....................scott.sherman@ftnfinancial.com
’90 Brian Eason................................................... be@gifab.com
Philip Wunderlich....................... pwunder@wundernet.com
’91 Trent Allen..................................trenteallen@allenssteel.net
Darrell Cobbins.............. darrell@universalcommercial.com
Brett Grinder.............................bgrinder@grindertaber.com
’92 Chuck Hamlett...................... chamlett@bakerdonelson.com
Brandon Westbrook............ brandon.westbrook@gmail.com
’93 Thomas Quinlen ................................ quinletc@yahoo.com
Gil Uhlhorn.................................. guhlhorn@bassberry.com
’94 Ben Clanton...................................bclanton@duncanw.com
Kirby May....................................... kirbymay@hotmail.com
Jason Whitmore....................... avalanchez66@hotmail.com
’95 David Bradford................................ dbradford@ssr-inc.com
Gideon Scoggin...........gideon.scoggin@banktennessee.com
Will Thompson.......................... wthompson@nfcinvest.com
’96 Nelson Cannon........................nelsoncannon@hotmail.com
Robert Dow........................................mail@robertdow.com
’97 Trey Jones.................................... trey.jones@allenberg.com
Michael Thompson..........................mtjr@thompson-co.com
’98 Erick Clifford...................................... eclifford@harbert.net
Don Drinkard................................ don.drinkard@cbre.com
Justin Lohman.................................. lohmanjw@yahoo.com
’99 Chip Campbell . ............................... ccampbell@tdplc.com
Norfleet Thompson
’00 Michael Liverance................. liverance.michael@gmail.com
Ryan Miller...................................ryan@gullanecapital.com
’01 Daniel McDonell............................. dmcdonell@gmail.com
Battle Williford...........bwilliford@themetropolitanbank.com
’02 Gene Bledsoe.......................gene.bledsoe@ftnfinancial.com
Frank Langston................................... flangston@gmail.com
Will Saxton............................................ wsaxton@uark.edu
’03 Jamie Drinan................................james.drinan@gmail.com
Edward Nenon......................................enenon@gmail.com
’04 John Collier......................................... jcollier@collier.com
Elliot Embry.................................... elliotembry@gmail.com
’05 Kane Alber.......................................... kralber@olemiss.edu
Sam Sawyer........................... samhuttonsawyer@gmail.com
’06 Sam Coates . ....................................scoates@memphis.edu
Chad Hazlehurst..................................... chazlehu@utk.edu
’07 West Askew.................................... west.askew@gmail.com
Blake Cowan............................................jcowan1@utk.edu
’08 Michael Cross..................... michael.s.cross@vanderbilt.edu
Connell Hall...................................wcchall@email.unc.edu
’09 Rhobb Hunter.......................................... rhunter5@slu.edu
Jim Moore............................................ jimmoore@uga.edu
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Marriages

Births

Sam Gary ’62 to Linda Thompson
on February 27, 2009

Gracey and Clay Smythe ’85, a son,
Leo Hinds, born November 24, 2009

Henry Wetter ’70 to Kelly Weems
on November 7, 2009

Kristine and Kevin Ogilby ’88, twin
daughters, Julia Ann and Abigail
Franklin, born November 20, 2009

Jonathan McCrary ’92 to Jackie
Ruick on November 14, 2009
Phillip Cook ’95 to Jenny
Goodman on November 21, 2009
Luke Iglehart ’97 to Jaime Francis
on November 1, 2008
Bill Nichol ’97 to Harriett
Snowden on June 6, 2009
Jay Thakkar ’97 to Amy Gruber
on July 4, 2009
Matthew Ware ’98 to Rachel Jett
on October 17, 2009
Lou Arrindell ’99 to Adrienne
Hadley on August 1, 2009
Jay McDonald ’00 to Chavanne
Korbel on January 23, 2010
Will Covington ’02 to Hope
Thompson on December 27, 2007

’60
In a search for Andre Bollaert’s new
address on the Internet, MUS came up
with the news that his son and namesake
is the executive director of the Castle Tea
Room, a restaurant in Lawrence, KS, that
books special events in an old, historic
home. It reopened in May 2009.
Kent Ingram and Met Crump
sat beside each other at Hutchison’s
Grandparent Day event. Granddaughter
Abigail Arnold is also the granddaughter
of Ann Dillard Arnold, cousin of Robert
Dillard and Alex Wellford. Kent and
Julanne have four grandchildren, one too
young for school, two at Hutchison, and
one at MUS. Grandson Harden Perry is
a seventh grader.
Mitch Legler continues to practice
law full time in Jacksonville, FL, both in
private practice and as general counsel

Alice and John Roberts ’90, a daughter,
Evelyn Levieux, born July 15, 2008
Jacqueline and David Sacks ’90,
a daughter, Leighton Natalee,
born October 9, 2009
Courtney and Spencer Clift ’92,
a son, W. Barrett, born April 17, 2009
Trinh and Albert Johnson ’92, a son,
Levi Vu, born December 12, 2009
Mandy and Rob Coe ’94, twin
daughters, Emma Davis and Katelyn
Aebi, born February 4, 2010
Natasha and Riley Jones ’94,
a daughter, Violet Elizabeth,
born June 25, 2009

for Steinmart. Six grandchildren ages 6
to 14 are split between Jacksonville and
Houston.
Carl Olsen broke his tennis fast
this fall and hit with daughter Cindy
Finnegan in Knoxville, TN. Carl expects
to play some tennis with granddaughter
Taylor (6) when she gets just a little older.
Carl’s grandfather, Wassell Randolph,
born in 1880, must have hit thousands of
forehands and backhands with Carl when
Carl was a young teenager. Carl’s other
daughter, Christy Olsen, lives and works
in Tuscon, AZ.

’61
Edward Crump retired from Delta
Air Lines. He lives in Savannah, TN, and,
during the summer, Edward worked with
another retired Delta employee in boat
rental at Pickwick Landing State Park.

Nancy and J.D. McDonnell ’94,
twin daughters, Edith Jane (Edie)
and Elizabeth McGoldrick (Bess),
born November 2, 2009
Melissa and Ben Doane ’95, a son,
Isaac McCarten, born June 4, 2009
Melanie and Kerr Tigrett ’96,
a daughter, Sloane Margaret,
born October 10, 2009
Jamie and Luke Iglehart ’97, a son,
Evan James, born December 28, 2009
Leslie and Michael Thompson ’97,
a daughter, McLean Elizabeth,
born August 17, 2009
Helen and Don Drinkard ’98, a son,
Donald Dwight Drinkard III (Dewey),
born November 24, 2009

Deaths
John L. Willey ’63
Walter Scott III ’87

Tom Hutton was named a 2009
Super Lawyer. He is a partner with Martin,
Tate, Morrow & Marston, P.C.

’62
Nat Ellis has four children and nine
grandchildren. During Phonathon, Nat
fondly remembered teachers Bill Hatchett
and Gene Thorn, as well as the ninthand tenth-grade baseball team with
John Laughlin.
Carlton Smith is still enjoying his
computer business, Remote Internet
Corporation.

’63
Rusty Bloodworth, executive vice
president of Boyle Investment Company,
has been named chair of the Urban Land
Institute’s District Council, representing
Memphis and the Mid-South.
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’65
Rick Ferguson continues to explore
and expand in the field of private secondary
education in Tennessee. In addition to other
duties, he is now the executive director of St.
George’s Independent School Foundation.

’66
When Sid Caradine received this year’s
Annual Fund piece in the mail, he was
immediately reminded that he was among
the first Owl yell leaders. It was Sid who
designed the first Owl mascot costume and
christened the yell leaders with George
Stratton.
Scott King has just finished serving a
two-year term as president of the medical
staff at St. Francis Hospital. He is a senior
partner in Memphis Surgery Associates, P.C.,
a group of ten general surgeons, including
Ned Laughlin ’60, Hugh Francis III ’76,
Mel Payne ’80, and Ben Gibson ’91.
Baker Thompson has retired from
Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company in Union
City, TN. He plays golf as often as he can
and has gotten his handicap to seven.

Several members of the Class of
1966 enjoyed a holiday duck hunt,
compliments of Kent Wunderlich.
Pictured after a successful spoonbill
shoot are (standing) Randy McCloy,
Buddy Hollis, Wunderlich, Chuck
Smith, Henry Doggrell, Bo Carr,
Frank Jemison, (kneeling) Henry
Haizlip, and Gage the Labrador.
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David Woolfolk has been in the
construction business for more than 30
years with Glenn Stephenson Construction Company.

North Carolina, Chapel Hill; his oldest
daughter, Maddy (St. Mary’s ’07), is a
junior at the University of Southern
California; and his younger daughter,
Allie, is a senior at St. Mary’s.

’67
John Pettey was selected again
as a Best in Client Satisfaction Wealth
Manager by Memphis magazine and is
among the top 25 producers of Morgan
Keegan & Co., Inc.’s Private Client Group
division.

’68
Bob Caldwell is still working for
Oracle, and his wife, Peta, still teaches
school. Their son, William, graduated
from Texas State University – San Marcos
and is currently evaluating his next career
move. Their daughter, Emily, is a senior
at Texas A&M University, majoring in
community health.
David Cunningham came in from
Washington, DC, to enjoy the Regions
Morgan Keegan Championships and
Cellular South Cup tennis tournament.
Bill Hoehn has
been elected to the
board of trustees of
Fuller Theological
Seminary, which is
the largest evangelical, multi-denominational seminary
in the United States
and is located in
Pasadena, CA.
Wis Laughlin
has been very busy.
His law practice,
which deals with
costs and taxes of
business formation/acquisitions
and tax planning,
is flourishing. He
has successfully
completed his pedal-fest from Nashville to
Lakeland to benefit Junior Achievement,
remains very active with biking, is in his
third year of piano, continues creating
miniature wood sculptures, and was a
merit judge at the Pink Palace Crafts Fair.
Marty Pryor’s son, Will ’08, is a
sophomore and member of Phi Delta
Theta fraternity at the University of

WKNO Board Chairman William
Taylor presented Steve Rhea (above
right) the Julian Bondurant ’60
Distinguished Service Award from WKNO
Public Broadcasting for his work as capital
campaign chairman.

’69
Chris Craft is still doing a great job
as a criminal court judge.
Phillip Crawford’s 24-year-old son
is close to completing flight school with
the Navy.
Peter Roop has written 104 books
and acknowledges some of his success to
Leigh MacQueen and Mr. Hatchett.

’70
Hunter Humphreys was selected for
inclusion in The Best Lawyers in America
for 2010. Hunter practices with Glankler
Brown, PLLC.

’71
Ed Garrett’s son, Andy ’03, is a
senior in law school. One daughter is
studying pre-med at the University of
Virginia, and the other gave Rose and Ed
their first grandchild.
Harrell Schaeffer has four grandchildren, ranging in age from 2 to 10
years old. Harrell’s daughter, Farrar, is the
only female in the state of Tennessee who
is operating a Jaguar dealership.

Members from the
Class of ’70 presented the
new Buzzard portrait to
Coach Jerry Peters in chapel.
Pictured right are (kneeling)
Jimmy Ogle, Warren Ayres,
(standiing) Steve Bledsoe,
Fontaine Moore, Wakefield
Gordon, David Morris,
Peters, Gary Stevens, and
Kelly McGuire.

Original

Back on Campus

Ever wonder why the Owls
sometimes refer to themselves as Buzzards? Well, it all started with the Class of 1970.
The 1969-70 school year began as usual, but after the lackluster spirit shown during
football season, the seniors wanted to ignite some enthusiasm into the school. This group
felt the symbol of the owl did not truly represent the image they envisioned for athletic
Ralph Braden ’70 displays
competition. They wanted their mascot to symbolize viciousness, aggression, and ferocity.
his letterman’s jacket with
To them, the buzzard embodied all three. Thus, the Buzzard Club was born.
the original Buzzard patch.
Members wore patches, made buttons, and hung a cardboard image in the gym. As school
spirit gained momentum under this
new mascot, so did the
basketball team.
The squad was not the most
athletic team in MUS history, but
the players came together, found
ways to win, and became the
first team to be called Buzzards
for their “scrappy ferocity.”
They ended the regular season
undefeated and gave Coach Jerry
Peters one for the record books.
The team won the first postseason game for a total of 23
straight wins before losing
in tournament play.
Forty years later, the
The basketball team then and now: (front) Gary Stevens ’70, Jimmy Ogle ’70, Gayden Drew
Class of ’70 gathered on January
’71 (missing below), Steve Morrow ’71, (back) Buddy Best ’70, Wearen Hughes ’70, David
16, 2010, to celebrate their place
Jones ’70, Tom Berdeja ’70, Joel Bell ’71, Mark Schandorff ’71, and Wally Johnston ’70
in history, to honor Coach Peters,
and to replace the portrait of the
Buzzard mascot with an updated
version created by the same artist,
David Morris ’70. The portrait
now hangs in Ross Lynn Arena.
In the beginning, school
administrators were not in favor of
this radical mascot. Some feared
the owl could become extinct, but
that was never the intention of the
students. Today, the tradition still
lives at MUS. As one student put
it, ”Owls and Buzzards get along
just fine. In fact, most Owls have a
bit of Buzzard in them.”
MUS TODAY
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’72
Richard DeSaussure is the chief
legal counsel to the Criminal Court
Clerk’s office. He has been a Shelby
County employee for 24 years. Richard’s
daughter, Rachel, has been accepted to
Ole Miss for the next academic year.
Joel Hobson’s oldest daughter, Katie,
is working for Streets Ministries as a
mentor for the ninth-grade girls at Booker
T. Washington High School. His other
daughter, Gardner, will be graduating
from Samford University this May and is
looking for a job. His 21-month-old son,
Joel IV, is busy running, climbing, hiding
remote controls and cell phones, and
wreaking havoc.
Read Kirkpatrick works out of his
home in the security industry. He and his
wife, Mary, have two children in college
and one in the tenth grade.
Tom Morgan is looking forward to
retiring AGAIN on his ranch in Montana.
Until then, he enjoys hunting and fishing
with his two wonderful sons, both of
whom are lawyers, and spending time
with his two great daughters and three
grandchildren.
Sam Patterson’s daughter, Parker, is
working in the Middle East in Qatar.

’73
Those in attendance at the Class of
1973 annual Christmas party were Ed
Atkinson, Hal Crenshaw, Lee Drew,
Cecil Humphreys, Keith Ingram,
Wise Jones, Bob Loeb, Montgomery
Martin, Jim Varner, and Bea Wellford. Oscar Atkinson ’96 joined us in
a bid for honorary membership and in an
effort to lower the average advancing age.
Former honorary Class of ’73 members
Lee Marshall ’75, John Lammons ’74,
and Joel Hobson ’72 sat at a nearby table
dejectedly basking in the overflow of
our vigor.
At our 14th annual Class of 1973
Christmas Eve gathering for Ed
Atkinson’s birthday, Ed nominated
Lee “Norm” Drew for the Do-Gooder
of the Year Award. When a friend in
the Hutchison Class of 1973 found her
assets frozen by regulators in one of the
financial institutions capturing head-
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lines this year, she was unable to pay
bills, including purchasing gas and food.
Unsolicited, our hero, Lee, went to her
home and gave her funds with no strings
attached to get her through until her
assets were released.
Cecil Humphreys was contacted
via phone by a multi-family housing
operator in Senatobia, MS. The gentleman
found an MUS class ring from the Class
of 1973 in the drawer of an empty desk
left by a former tenant. He visited the
MUS Web site and determined Cecil was
one of our class representatives. The ring
had the initials WCG engraved inside.
After careful research, we discovered that
Wayne Carter Gulledge has those
initials and provided the inquirer this
information. He has begun his search in
order to return the ring. We don’t see that
virtue of integrity much these days (nor
do we see Wayne).
Bob Loeb nominated H. “Rodent”
Martin for the role of Class of 1973
Do-Gooder of the Year. He actually came
in as runner-up succeeding L. “Norm”
Drew. Bob said, “It is not often that
The Commercial Appeal writes an editorial page compliment like the one from
December 17. I think that Harold, or as he
is affectionately known by his classmates,
‘Rodent,’ would be an excellent person for
next year’s title.” The Commercial Appeal
applauded Montgomery and others for
helping the Neighborhood Christian
Center’s Scott Street facility get a new
roof. The facility houses the center’s
Operation Smart Child, an early childhood development program.

’74
Nathan Bicks is serving as secretary
of the board of directors for Memphis
Brooks Museum of Art.

’75
Irion Pursell is a student in Duke
University’s nurse practitioner program.
He plans to practice as an orthopedic NP
after graduation.
Henry Stratton, a commercial
broker with Colliers Wilkinson Snowden,
has earned the Society of Industrial and
Office Realtors designation.

’76
Jim Watson has wanted to return to
Australia for a while, and he recently found
a great opportunity to do so. He and his
family live in South Melbourne, where
Jim is working for EXCOM Education. Jim
said, “It’s a really cool city, and the boys,
Brantley (13) and Lachlan (12), are going
to an all boys’ school, Brighton Grammar
School, that is 150 years old with great
academics and sports. Sound familiar?
Caelan (6) is a ‘daddy’s girl’ and is doing
great. Melissa is still putting up with me.”

’78
Newton Allen and his wife, Burkley,
are enjoying being empty nesters. Their
oldest daughter graduated from Davidson
College, their middle son is at Princeton
University, and they just sent their
youngest daughter to Kenyon College.
David Gould announced that Gould’s
Styling Salons has opened its 13th location,
a new salon and spa in Olive Branch, MS.
Michael Holt and his wife, Ginger,
still live in Knoxville, TN. Michael is a
money manager at Martin & Company,
a subsidiary of First Tennessee.
Eric Hunter works with Jim Wilson &
Associates, LLC. He was the developer for
Carriage Crossing in Collierville, TN. Eric’s
oldest son is graduating from law school at
the University of Alabama.
Bobby Pidgeon recently moved back
to Memphis from Sun Valley, ID. He is in
the securities business, raising money for
various money managers.
Kelly and Skip Pridgen are enjoying
being empty nesters. Their daughter is in
graduate school at Vanderbilt University
studying speech-language pathology, and
their son is a sophomore at Vanderbilt.
Carter Rise has given up on the
investment banking business and is
focusing on private investments now.
He has gone to work for Sandpiper, LLC,
in Richmond, VA.

’79
Greg Meyer is in institutional sales
with Duncan-Williams, Inc. He and his
wife, Elise, have two sons, Max and Sam.
Greg celebrated his 30th reunion this year,
while Max ’15 entered MUS as a seventh
grader. How time flies.

Award Named in Memory of Russ Billings

by Lilly Rice

A good teammate, according to Bobby Bell ’10, is one who runs for the team.
“To be an ideal teammate, you don’t have to be the best,” Bell said. “You just want
the team to be the best.”
Russ Billings ’80 (left, his MUS senior picture)
Donations from the following
was the ultimate teammate with his contagious
friends and family have created
confidence, cooling demeanor, and exceptional
the Russ Billings Most Valuable
attitude.
Award in Cross Country.
Thirty years stand between Billings and Bell,
Jennifer and Ted Angelakis ’81
but there remains a striking similarity between the
Nick Rubashki and Drew Banks ’79
two. Billings wasn’t the fastest on the team, or even
Marybeth and Jim Beard ’79
the second or third fastest, and neither was Bell,
Anne, Mimi, and Buck Billings
Kate O. Boone
but their passion for the cross country team was unmatched.
Debbie and Hopie Brooks ’80
In February, the MUS community remembered Billings for his steadfast
Jamie and Mike Brown ’80
dedication to the cross country team by presenting the first Russ Billings Most
Kelly and Jim Burrow ’82
Valuable Award in Cross Country to Bell.
Henry Caldwell ’79

On hand for the award ceremony were Hopie Brooks, Boyd Wade, John Keesee,
Bobby Bell (recipient), and members of the Billings family, Anne, Mimi, and Buck,
along with Russ’s parents, Pete and Jo Billings, standing behind their grandchildren.

Billings died in January 2009 after a four-year battle with ALS.
His classmates, teammates, and family created the award in memory of
Billings’ dedication, hard work, and perseverance. Henry Caldwell ’79,
Hopie Brooks ’80, and Boyd Wade ’81 organized and executed the fundraising
for the award. Brooks and Wade also paid tribute to their former teammate at
the presentation, and Brooks shared a few thoughts written by Jeff Peters ’79,
who could not attend.
“Russ didn’t care about his ranking on the team,” Peters wrote. “He cared
about participating in something that he truly enjoyed – a sport whereby he
could challenge himself and work toward personal improvement, all within
an atmosphere of camaraderie with his teammates.”
What Billings brought to the team was desire, endurance, enthusiasm,
and dedication. Based on those characteristics, Coach Joe Tyler said Bell
was selected.
“Over the course of running on the team for four years, Bobby has been
committed to the program,” Tyler said. “He has rearranged family vacations
and drivers-ed classes to make practice. He has gone to bed early on Friday
nights to make sure he had a good workout at 6:00 a.m. the next morning.
By doing all of those things, he has set an example for the younger guys.”
Bell, who was honored to receive such an award, said he was shocked at first.
“I have always been the modest type in general. I try pushing my guys
to beat me; I want them to succeed,” he said. “I remember a time when three
sophomores beat me, but I was still proud because they got great times.”

Kathryn G. Cannon
Sarah and Curt Cowan ’80
Tucker Dewey ’79
Karen and Mark Frazier ’81
Debbi and Philip Freeburg ’81
Michelle and Arthur Fulmer ’79
Maxine and Don Gold
Margaret and Sam Graham’80
Peggy and Ellis Haguewood
Lucy C. Hardy
Cathy and Jeff Harris ’81
Julie and Rob Hussey ’81
Lisa and Louis Jehl ’80
Terri and Bryan Jones ’80
John Keesee ’69
Yu Ae and Tom Kimbrough ’81
Lisa and Keith May ’79
Catherine and Phillip McNeil ’79
Janis Hays Meyer
Dana and Don Miller ’80
Christy and Eddie Murphey ’81
Holly and Lee Nichols ’79
Elizabeth and John Norwood ’80
Sarah and Paul O’Neal
Christina and John Ogle ’80
Julie and Jeff Peters ’79
Tonya and Sam Rembert ’60
Helen and Webster Riggs
Mary and Richard Scharff ’80
Barbara Coll and John Sebes ’80
Bettye and Matt Sights
Erin and David Simpson ’80
Laura R. Trezevant
Wilmoth F. Trezevant
Sharon and Kelly Truitt ’81
Boyd Wade ’81
Chip Wood ’79
Cathy Chapman and George Woodbury ’80
Additional gifts in tribute to Billings and the
Cross Country Award may be sent to Perry
Dement at Memphis University School,
6191 Park Avenue, Memphis, TN 38119.
Donations will be added to the school’s
permanent endowment fund.
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’82
Scott Crosby, an attorney with
Burch, Porter & Johnson, PLLC, has been
included in the Mid-South Super Lawyers
Top 100 in Tennessee list.
Joe Lazarov directed an episode of
“Gossip Girl” that will air on March 29,
2010. It is titled “The Empire Strikes Jack.”
This is the third episode of “Gossip Girl”
that he has directed. Joe said, “All alumni
kids aged 15-75 should be watching!”

’83
In a weak moment, Jimmy Harwood
agreed to help Jim Burnett as class rep.
When Jimmy is not selflessly serving
MUS, he is managing director of investment banking for Wunderlich Securities
in Memphis. He is happily married to
his wife, Grace, with whom he has three
children, Anna (13), Ruthie (11), and
Gentry (9).
Marshall Odeen runs Media Solutions, a subsidiary of Clifford Paper in
Ridgefield, CT. Naturally, Marshall has
been in the paper industry since graduating from Vanderbilt University with
an electrical engineering degree. After a
brief stint at Dunder Mifflin in Scranton,
Marshall and his wife, Liz, have settled in
Connecticut on an estate that dates back
to 1740 (a real fixer-upper) where they
are raising their two children, John (10)
and Sarah (9). Four years ago, Marshall
was diagnosed with a malignant tumor
in his femur. He happily informed us that
he did not die. After two major surgeries
and months of rehab, the only side effect
has been that he is a little bit shorter. In
his free time, Marshall enjoys sailing on
the Long Island Sound, has dusted off his
guitars, and began playing jazz. If you are
ever in the greater New York area, please
look him up, and he would love to be your
tour guide.

’84
Michael Peeler has been promoted
to FirstBank city president.

’85
Ted Simpson has left FirstBank to
return to Magna Bank.
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’86
Bo Allen, previously senior vice president leading SunTrust’s Wealth Services
division, will direct commercial banking
for First Tennessee’s Memphis market.
We either have no information, or
very little information, on the following
classmates: William Barksdale, John
Horne, and Jason Strong. Fellas, we’d
love to hear what you’re up to. If anybody
out there knows anything about them,
please contact Andy McArtor, Ted
Miller, or MUS with that information.
Craig Knox was promoted to head
of Property Management at Crye-Leike
in Memphis.
Ted Miller has answered the call to
proudly serve his classmates as co-class
rep with me, replacing Gavin “Badger”
Murrey. We should all be thankful for
Badger’s many years of service, and wish
him luck as he focuses more time on
compiling his weapons stash in defense of
his Memphis compound.
Alex Pritchartt is no longer a
“lost” classmate. He is a senior trader
for Deutsche Bank in New York City
and commutes from his home in
Nashville, TN.
Jonathan Ringel is the relatively
new proud papa of a little girl (born back
in March), Lucy Jessica Ringel. He is
managing editor of the The Fulton County
Daily Report in Atlanta, GA.

’87
The Class of ’87 extends their deepest
sympathies to the family of Walter
Scott III. Walter passed away on
December 24, 2009, after bravely battling
a long illness. While at MUS, Walter
achieved much success as a scholar,
athlete, and leader. After graduating
magna cum laude from Washington and
Lee University, Walter received his MBA
from the Owen Graduate School of
Management at Vanderbilt University.
Walter was an avid sportsman and loved
the outdoors, spending many summers as
a counselor for Teton Valley Ranch Camp
in Wyoming. He challenged himself to be
successful in every endeavor, including
receiving his commercial pilot’s license.
Walter was an accomplished businessman
and long-time Young Life volunteer,
but his greatest passion was inspiring
others to achieve their best and live a

life devoted to Christ. Walter maintained
a zeal for life and left a positive impression on everyone he met, and he will be
greatly missed.

’88
Mark Griffin made the 2009 list
of Mid-South Rising Stars in the annual
listing of Mid-South Super Lawyers.
Justin Mitchell is an associate with
Thomason, Hendrix, Harvey, Johnson,
& Mitchell, PLLC.
Tommy Payne said to tell all the
SEC fans, “The University of Cincinnati
Bearcats rule!”
Ryan Riggs is the director of college
counseling for Episcopal High School in
Jacksonville, FL. He and his wife, Lindsey,
have two daughters.
Gary Wunderlich was honored
at the University of Memphis by the
Fogelman College of Business and
Economics as the Entrepreneur of the
Year at the annual Alumni Day luncheon
held in October.

’89
Staci and Ceylon Blackwell are
living in Memphis with their son, Jack,
and daughter, Lilly.
Rob Edwards sent word from Iraq in
October that the weather is beginning to
cool off with temperatures now in the mid
90s. He is the editor of the unit’s newspaper and put out his first issue in the fall.
He did an incredible job on it, especially
since he had never done anything like it
before. He’ll send you a copy if you would
like to see it. He also is responsible for
the unit’s Web site. Needless to say, he is
VERY BUSY! To read about Rob’s volunteer
project, Operation Back to School, see the
article on page 14.
Billy Frank has left SunTrust Bank
for a commercial real estate financing
position with First Tennessee Bank.
Morgan Keegan & Co., Inc. has named
Peter Knoop as a managing director.
It’s official. Trevor Benitone was
promoted to the rank of lieutenant
colonel in the United States Air Force
in January and still thinks his success is
based on those things he picked up back
in his days at MUS. By the way, that’s only
two ranks away from general.

Old O-fers Take the 2009 ASL Crown
by Owen Tabor ’85

Winning team members were (from left) John Monaghan ’85, Scott Williams ’85, John Paul Gentleman, Randy Engel,
Ted Simpson ’85, Owen Tabor ’85, Eddie Klank, Dede Malmo ’85, Dudley Lee ’85, and Frank Allan.
The 2009 Alumni Softball League (ASL) season will be
remembered for two things: rain and confirmation of the
adage “old age and treachery will overcome youth and skill.”
With most of the season washed out due to the record
October rainfall, the board of commissioners decided to
expand the year-end tourney to a double elimination format.
The league had two new additions this year: Blue
Thunder, coached by Michael Murphy ’03, and Bowman’s
Bandits, led by Hunt Taylor ’94. These teams joined the
four stalwarts who have been around since the league’s
inception in 2002.
The four-time defending champion Regulators looked
poised to collect “one for the thumb” under the generalship
of Jim Dorman ’95. Elliot Pope ’99, whose Yardwork
squad has been knocking harder on the door every year,
added some youth and muscle to help for the grueling
season. The Spots, who were without their leader, Jon
Van Hoozer ’88, scraped together a squad, but still had
the muscle of Pat Hopper ’89 and speed of Shannon
Rhodes ’90 on which to lean. The O-fers, in turn, had
nothing but a ragtag collection of over 40 has-been and
never-were players who were just looking to get out of the
house for some fresh air.
The playoffs began on a warm, clear November night,
in stark contrast to the monsoons of October. The O-fers
won the opener over Bowman’s Bandits, 15-5, and Yardwork
followed with a 14-6 stomping of the Spots. Yardwork could
not maintain the momentum, however, as the juggernaut
Blue Thunder crushed Pope’s squad, 17-5.
“Those guys may be too strong,” Pope was heard to
grouse as he exited Thorn Field.
The following night, the Regulators took to the field to
defend their trophy. Dorman had his cheesy jambox with
him, and each batter came to the plate with a different
theme song to motivate them. Song choices were odd at
best, highlighted by Dorman’s “Dancing Queen” by ABBA.

Clearly the Regulators did not consider the over-the-hill
O-Fers to be worthy of songs more inspiring. They were
wrong. The O-Fers pounded the ball early and often, and
the left side of the infield, anchored by Dede Malmo ’85
and J.P. Gentleman, was impervious. The O-Fers cruised,
17-5, sending the stunned defending champions to the
loser’s bracket. Yardwork kept their hopes alive by sending
the Bandits home in the middle game, 10-6. The Spots,
sensing destiny, did not bother to show up for the nightcap,
sparing the Regulators the ignominy of an embarrassingly
early departure.
 	 Four teams remained, but there appeared to be no
stopping Blue Thunder who downed the O-fers, 7-5, in the
winner’s bracket final. The much anticipated match-up of
Yardwork and the Regulators followed. With the reeling
O-fers awaiting the winner, the game degenerated into a
pillow fight, with the Regulators prevailing, 5-4.
The loser’s bracket final was a rematch of the 2008
championship game between the Regulators and O-fers.
The Regulators proved to be no match for the old guys; the
O-fers ended the Regulators’ reign, 19-6, earning another
shot at Blue Thunder in the final.
 	 Blue Thunder, hoping to prove Thorn Field to be no
country for old men, showed up an hour early for batting
practice in preparation for the final. They should have saved
their bullets. The O-fers pounded the upstarts mercilessly in
the first three innings, taking an 18-3 lead, and held on for
a 19-6 win, setting up a rematch in the championship.
The final game began as a replay of the previous
match, as the O-fers again jumped to a big lead, 18-5,
going into the bottom of the sixth and final inning. Blue
Thunder’s bats came to life, and the O-fers started kicking
the ball all over the place. The Thunder put seven quick
runs on the board to close the gap to 18-12, but the O-fers
would not be denied their first championship after six long
years in Loserville.

MUS TODAY

MARCH 2010

37

L A SS
Cnews

Advertise in the
MUS Football Guide

Want to advertise directly to
MUS parents and alumni?
The 2010 Football Guide serves
as your only option to advertise
through the school, but space
is limited. For advertising information, contact Glenn Rogers
at glenn.rogers@musowls.org
or call (901) 260-1340.

’91
Darrell Cobbins has been elected
to the board of directors of Memphis
Brooks Museum of Art. Even bigger, he
assumed the post of chairman of the
board of Memphis Light, Gas & Water
Division in January. At the age of 37, he is
the youngest person to hold this position.
To read more about Darrell’s accomplishments, see page 39.
Salil Goorha is teaching at the
University of Tennessee Health Science
Center in Memphis. He and his wife, Tuli,
have a daughter, Avi (2), and a son, Sajan
(5 months).
Josh Lawhead, an attorney with
Burch, Porter & Johnson, PLLC, has been
included in the Mid-South Super Lawyers
Top 100 in Tennessee list.
Greg Wanderman and his wife,
Krista, live in Knoxville, TN, with their
daughter, Darrah. Greg is in real estate
development with Horne Properties, Inc.

’92
Brooks Brown recently celebrated
the one year anniversary of his firm,
Cypress Capital Management, LLC, a
commodity trading advisor, where he
is principal. The firm is located in the
Cotton Exchange Building in Memphis.
Brooks and his wife, Emily, have two
daughters, Margaret (4) and Grace (2).
Brooks said, “Go, Mustangs,” since his
Vols were blasted in their bowl game.
Brandon Dane is currently finishing
a screenplay involving the Memphis
commodities scene in the mid 70s.
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Additionally, Brandon freelances for
various newspapers and magazines.
He is currently living in Miami, FL,
and enjoying the great weather.
Matt Ducklo is moving back to
Memphis from New York to teach at
Memphis College of Art.
Brian Evans and his lovely wife,
Jennifer, have moved to Nashville, TN.
Chuck Hamlett is a recent graduate
of The Leadership Academy.
Jonathan McCrary is a partner
with the Sigmon Law Firm, focusing on
defending physicians and their practice
groups. In November, Jonathan tricked
Jackie Ruick of St. Louis, MO, into
marrying him. Albert Johnson was best
man, and K.C. Horne, Preston Miller,
Paul Morris, Jake Lawhead ’95, Josh
Lawhead ’91, and Jeremy Alpert ’91
were also in the wedding party. Jonathan recently shot a wind-aided 125 at
Mirimichi to break his personal course
record, and he only used eight mulligans
to do so.
Preston Miller continues to fight
the battle against crooked teeth with his
orthodontics practice, FMY Orthodontics,
which is headquartered in Jackson, TN,
and has satellite offices throughout West
Tennessee. Preston and his wife, Allison,
have a daughter, Madeline (5), and son,
Preston (4). When not straightening teeth
or spending time with his family, Preston
spends his time fine-tuning his golf
“swing” and reducing his handicap into
the mid-20s.
Paul Morris, an attorney with
Martin Tate Morrow & Marston, P.C.,
has been selected as a 2009 Rising Star
by Law & Politics.

John Sartelle has been promoted
to first vice president at Morgan Keegan.
Congrats, John. In his spare time, John
still works out and dreams of playing football again for the Vols. Good luck, John!
Kent Smith is still living in Oregon
and working for Nike, Inc. in Footwear
Planning. He and his wife of four years,
Amy, have a daughter, Riley (2). Kent has
been traveling quite a bit in the Far East
lately and said, “two weeks is a long time
to be away from my wife and daughter.”
Next time you are up in Beaver country,
give him a call.

’93
Hemant Gupta is a recent graduate
of The Leadership Academy.

’94
Riley Jones is senior vice president
at Cantor Fitzgerald Debt Capital Markets
in Memphis.

’95
Trevor Herndon currently lives in
London and teaches English at David
Game College in Notting Hill. His
students hail from Africa, China, Iran,
Korea, Kuwait, Lebanon, Malaysia, Saudi
Arabia, Syria, Turkey, Turkmenistan, and
Vietnam. Trevor continues to serve as
head TOEFL trainer for the Center for
Teaching and Learning in China once a
year, training and certifying new teachers
through the China Bureau for Foreign
Affairs at Beijing University.

’96
In September, Tom Burnett participated in the Brita Climate Ride 2009, a
five-day, 300-mile bike ride from New
York City to Washington, DC. About 100
people from all over the country joined
in to raise awareness of environmental
issues and promote bicycling as a form
of transportation.
Justin Conn is concentrating on
his music in Nashville, TN, Music City.
He frequently performs in Memphis.
Eleanor and Jason Higginbotham
live in Memphis with their daughter,
Dorothy. Jason is with Ozark Motor
Lines, Inc.

Cobbins Making History...Again!
by Kimberly Eller
understand what goes into their bill, as far as what
part of their rate is and is not controlled by MLGW.
In the fall of 2007, Darrell Cobbins ’91
There are things we can do within our own homes
got the phone call that would lead to his historyand buildings to be more conservative regarding
making appointment as the youngest chairman of
energy use. It is a responsibility, and we have to
the Board of Commissioners of the Memphis Light,
inform the public about those issues.”
Gas & Water (MLGW) Division.
Making history is something Cobbins has done
“Shortly after his re-election to an unprecbefore. He was part of the 1990 varsity football
edented fifth term, Dr. Willie Herenton, who was
team that finished with 14 wins, the most by
the Memphis mayor at that time, called me into his
any MUS team in a single season. He graduated
office,” Cobbins recalled. “He said he had observed
from Rhodes College and worked for several local
me over the years and watched my growth and
companies before joining Commercial Advisors in
development, professionally and from a civic
2001. He later earned his MBA from the University
standpoint, and part of what he wanted to do in his
of Memphis in 2007, the same year he founded
final term as mayor was to help position the future
his own company, Universal
leaders of Memphis. He said
Commercial Real Estate.
he felt like I could contribute
It’s the first and only
to the MLGW board, and
commercial real estate firm
that they could benefit from
in Memphis that is owned
both my professional and
by an African-American.
community experience.”
Universal Commercial
Cobbins began his term
Real Estate manages the
on the board in February
real estate process for client
2008. During the past two
businesses, which include
years, he’s been on the
office, industrial, retail, and
Supplier Diversity Committee,
medical users. Cobbins, who
serving as its chairman as
manages three agents and
well as board vice-chairman.
an administrative assistant,
In December of 2009, he
described his work as “helping
was officially voted as the
Darrell Cobbins proudly admits that
business people make good
incoming chairman of the
with all the titles and positions he has
real estate decisions.”
five-member board, all of
held over the years, the one he likes best
Helping people, whether
whom were appointed over
is “Daddy.” He lives in Memphis with
through
real estate or through
the years by Herenton.
his wife, Mikki, and son, Brooks, 1.
his vast civic and charity
The board’s and Cobbins’
work, has always been a priority for Cobbins. He
responsibilities include establishing and overseeing
helped found MPact Memphis and is a member of
policies relating to the operation and management
the Memphis Urban League of Young Professionals,
of the company.
New Path, and Nexus. He serves on the boards
“We have an annual budget of about $1.3
of The Leadership Academy, Memphis Symphony
billion and hold the CEO accountable for making
Orchestra, Brooks Museum, and the Memphis &
good use of the rate-payers’ resources,” said
Shelby County Crime Commission. He also served
Cobbins, who also chairs the MLGW Pension
as co-chairman of Mayor AC Wharton’s 2009
Board, which is responsible for the investment
campaign and is a member of his transition team.
management of about $1 billion.
Cobbins attributes some of his success to his
As the Board of Commissioners’ youngest
MUS education.
chairman, Cobbins has a long list of goals he wants
“I valued my MUS experience so much,” he
to accomplish.
said. “The school’s focus on truth and honor and
“I would like to see us improve our connecbeing a contributor to Memphis is a tradition for
tions with the average, everyday citizen where
our alumni. I take that with me everywhere I go
they have a better understanding and feeling about
and with everything I do, and it is a major part of
the company,” Cobbins explained. “No one likes
who I am.”
to get a big utility bill; our job is to make people
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Bryan Johnson lives in Memphis
and works in the FedEx Credit Operations
department.
Worth Jones has joined his father’s
company, TWJ Packaging Group, LLC,
which recycles a bulk industrial container
called a supersack, or bulk bag. Check out
www.twjbags.com to find out more.
Brian Kelsey has opened his own
law practice, The Kelsey Firm, PLLC, in
Collierville. He also is the newest member
of the Tennessee State Senate after
winning the December 2009 election
for the District 31 seat. He represents the
eastern half of Shelby County.
Doug King is preparing to run his
ninth or tenth marathon. I guess after
running the fifth or sixth, you lose count?
Ashley and Donny Kwon live in
Memphis with their son, John, and
daughter, Emma. Donny works for New
York Life Insurance Company.
Jason Nahon runs his own firm in
Nashville and specializes in personal
injury law.
Rusty Shappley and his wife,
Rebekah, have made their way from
Boston, MA, back to Memphis, where
Rusty is specializing in urology.
Molly and Parrish Taylor are still
living in Birmingham with their son, Ivey.
Parrish is with Harbert Realty Service, Inc.,
locating large restaurant spaces.
With the addition of their second son,
Luke, Kathryn and Kennon Vaughan
moved the family into a larger house in
East Memphis.
Matt Weathersby, an associate with
Commercial Advisors, LLC., has earned
his Certified Commercial Investment
Member (CCIM) designation.

’97
Dave Hwang is currently chief resident in Neurology at Partners Healthcare
in Boston, MA. He will begin a fellowship
in vascular and critical care neurology at
Partners this summer.
Bill Nichol married Harriett Snowden
this summer in Sewanee, TN. He is in his
final year of law school at Ole Miss.

’98
Van Morris has just completed
medical school and is doing his residency
at Duke University. He plans to go
into oncology.
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’99
Lou Arrindell and his wife,
Adrienne, are living in Savannah,
GA, where Lou is practicing at Backus
Children’s Hospital.
Richard Burt and his wife,
Palmer, moved to Greenville, SC.
Richard is working on his MBA at
Clemson University.
Mac McFarland is in Nashville, TN,
working for The Crichton Group.
Elliot Pope began a new job in
January as a senior financial analyst for
H.J. Heinz Company in Pittsburg, PA.
Bert Stemmler is lawyering in the
New York office of Purrington Moody
Weil LLP, a boutique hedge fund formation law firm until his band, The Stemms,
goes on tour supporting The Gin Blossoms
and/or Billy Joel in 2012.
Dave Willson took a position at
Furman University as an assistant basketball coach.

’01
Mark Awdeh is in business school
at Yale School of Management. Like any
great alumnus, when asked to make a gift
during Phonathon, Mark replied, “I loved
MUS and am glad to support, even though
I’m deeply in debt.”
Charlie Gerber is in business school
at Vanderbilt University.
Barry Grimm will soon be entering
his residency in obstetrics/gynecology.
Christopher Jones is pursuing his
doctorate in biochemistry at Ohio State
University in Columbus.
Jerome Kao is in medical school in
Memphis at UT Health Science Center.
Michael McLaren is an attorney
with the commercial litigation group
of Butler, Snow, O’Mara, Stevens &
Cannada, PLLC.
Pat Quinn is in Austin, Texas,
working on his doctorate in clinical
psychology at the University of Texas.
Jay Tayloe has been promoted to
advanced staff accountant for Brundige,
Payne & Company.
Jonathan Thomas and his wife,
Jennifer, both recently graduated from
UT Health Science Center. They have
moved to Nashville, TN, where they
both work for STAR Physical Therapy.
Will Vestal is in Memphis and
working at Oak Hall.

Chris Vincent is living in the DC
area and doing computer consulting.

’02
Tim Dean is still in law school at
American University. He also continues
to serve as a reservist in the Marines.
Although he is undecided about what
type of law he ultimately wants to
practice, Tim is excited about his
upcoming summer internship in
construction litigation at Watt, Tieder,
Hoffar & Fitzgerald, LLP.
Robert Gardner (commodities
trader at McVean Trading and Investments, LLC, and former varsity football
player) and Scott Adams (former varsity
soccer player) have argued since their
days in the Lower School about who is
the better athlete between them. A couple
of months ago when Scott moved from
Atlanta, GA, back to Memphis, where
he now sells bonds at FTN Financial,
the two old friends decided to settle the
long-running quarrel once and for all: a
decathlon of sorts. Robert currently leads
the contest, winning four events
to Scott’s one. Robert has won at golf,
the batting cages, bowling, and the mile
run (he ran a 6:36-mile). Coach Alston,
believe it or not, this is accurate. Scott
has won only at swimming. Coach Beck,
perhaps Scott needs some training. Please
stay tuned for updated results.
Frank Langston is living in
Washington, DC, where he has started
an Internet company, RootOrange,
LLC. Their patent-pending technology
allows one business per city to use
the same domain to drive local leads
to their Web sites. Check them out at
www.rootorange.com.
Field Norris is a recent graduate
of The Leadership Academy.
Justin Sharpe, a broker for CryeLeike Realtors, was recently involved with
the opening of the downtown Crye-Leike
real estate office.
Charles Thompson is working as a
hand model in Los Angeles, CA.

’03
Barlow Mann has completed his
first year of law school at the University
of Virginia.

On Top of the World
by Kimberly Eller

Not long before
dawn, Rob Coe ’94
reached the summit of
Mount Kilimanjaro.
He and his group had
made their final push in
the middle of a blinding
snowstorm, which forced
them to descend from the
peak to nearly the bottom
of the mountain in the
same day.
“We started around
midnight, so it was a very
long day,” Coe said. “We covered 14,000 vertical feet
in about 19 hours to get back down the mountain.”
Located in Tanzania, Africa, Mount Kilimanjaro
is the largest free-standing mountain in the world,
rising to about 19,340 feet. The breathable oxygen at
the top is less than half the amount at sea level.
Coe, an experienced climber, has ascended
California’s Mount Shasta several times, Mount
Baker in Washington, and countless “fourteeners,”
mountains that are higher than 14,000 feet, in
Colorado, where he spent summers growing up.
In September 2008, he decided to attempt
Kilimanjaro, only five months before embarking
on the climb in February 2009.
“I’ve always felt closer to God when outside and
away from all things man-made,” Coe said. “I’ve never
been to Africa and thought it would be an amazing
adventure and challenge to climb Kilimanjaro as well
as an opportunity to go on a safari in the famous
Serengeti area.”
Coe spent the months leading up to his trip
training whenever and wherever he could. His
training included going up and down the stairs

in Clark Tower in Memphis and the
building at Massey and Poplar where
he works as a financial adviser for
the Kinney-Coe Group, a Morgan
Stanley wealth-management team;
exercising on a stair climber; running
local trails; and going on long walks
wearing a backpack.
It took Coe’s group of nine
people, including his mother,
brother-in-law, and a guide, five
days of climbing to reach their
base camp at 15,000 vertical feet.
Along the way, he witnessed a
porter balancing five gallons of water on his head
while walking 3,000 vertical feet wearing flip flops.
The temperature was about 20 degrees.
“He wasn’t even breathing hard,” Coe said.
The entire experience gave Coe a renewed perspective on how well people live in the United States.
“The average Tanzanian makes about $250 per year,
and yet the warmth and kindness of everyone I met was
astounding,” he said. “The people were as beautiful as
the landscapes.”
A football and lacrosse player during his days at
MUS, Coe said he believes playing sports in school
has helped him to be successful in his climbs.
“Lessons on determination, practicing, and
teamwork from Coaches Bobby Alston and John
Cady ’69 have helped me throughout all of my climbs,
including Kilimanjaro,” said Coe, who went on to get
his bachelor’s degree from the University of Missouri.
“Whenever I’ve wanted to quit on a climb, I would
think back to what they taught me and always find I
had more endurance to push on and complete my task.”
Coe lives in Memphis with his wife, Mandy, and
newborn twin daughters, Emma and Katelyn.
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’04
Matt Ganier is living in Nashville,
and working for Travelers Insurance doing
commercial property and casualty underwriting.
Noah Wells is living in Asheville, NC,
where he has opened an art studio and
gallery. He makes jewelry using imported
gems and minerals from Tanzania. His
studio also promotes musicians.

’05
John Hammons has graduated from
the University of Mississippi. He started
with Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC, in their
training program in January.

Andrew Manugian is living his
dream. He has always wanted to travel to
the Far East, and decided that the perfect
time would be the year between graduating from Middlebury College, where
he double majored in psychology and
film studies, and beginning graduate
school. He is in Bangkok for the school
year teaching English as a second
language and loves the entire adventure.
After that, he hopes to travel to other
countries, including Tibet and Burma,
and has even looked into teaching in the
impoverished hinterlands of Cambodia.
Who knows what the future holds? And
if not now, when?
Trevor Skelley has accepted a position as commercial credit underwriter
with Regions Financial Corp. in Memphis.

Just in case the new job is not enough
stress for him, he started his coursework
for his MBA at the University of Memphis
at the same time.
John Summers is a residential loan
analyst with Financial Federal Savings Bank.

’06
At the Patterson School of Accountancy’s 22nd Annual Honors Banquet
at the University of Mississippi, Phillip
DeBardeleben was one of two selected
to receive the Thompson Dunavant
Scholarship.
Brian Evans was named to the ESPN
Magazine All-Academic Men’s Soccer
College Division team for 2009. At Case

Alumni Basketball League Crowns Champions

(above) The 2009 winners for the B League
were The Presidents. Members were Jordan
”BJ“ Brown ’09, Thomas Ivy ’09, Ross “Jumpstop”
Montague ’08, Naveed ”The Egyptian“ Mirza,
Robert Counce ’09, Teddy Klug ’08, “Sweet”
Louis Amagliani ’07, Andrew Reed, and
Brandon “Big” Byrd ’07.
(left) Caddyshaq (aka Pluvia Tripudio) beat
the Velvet Hammer to take the C League’s
2009 championship. Caddyshaq members
were (front) Neil Alvarez, Hunter Ferguson,
Craig Sneed ’03, Michael Murphy ’03,
(back) Henry Talbot ’03, John Summers ’05,
and Marcus Moss ’04.
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Western Reserve University, Brian was
captain of the soccer team. In addition,
he received a Howard Hughes Medical
Institute (HHMI) Research Fellowship
for designing and synthesizing polyethylene glycol diacrylate hydrogels for tissue
engineering applications, namely tissue
engineered for vascular graft materials.
Finally, he is pursuing his doctorate in
biomedical engineering (either at
Stanford, Duke, Case, Georgia Institute
of Technology, or Vanderbilt).
John Klinke is an accounting
major at the University of Mississippi.
In his spare time, he takes incredible
photographs. In November, his work
was in a special show at Lisa Mallory
Interior Design.

Garrott McClintock has been
included in the 2010 edition of Who’s
Who Among Students in American
Universities and Colleges. He is a senior
at Washington and Lee University.

’07
Drew Alston has been named Ivy
League Special Teams Player of the Week
after an outstanding effort in the Big
Red’s loss to defending Ancient Eight
Champion Brown. Drew’s efforts this
season are helping Cornell rank first in
the Ivy League and 23rd nationally in
net punting.
Ed Porter played John Merrick in the
November production of The Elephant Man

at the McCoy Theatre at Rhodes College.
In case you don’t know the story, that
means he had the lead role.
Kyle Lucas passed his commercial
pilot’s license check ride. He is now a
licensed instrument pilot.
Jack Montgomery was a hero when
Yale’s water polo team took on Boston
College, their nemesis from last year. In
the final moments of the third quarter,
Jack, Yale’s sophomore goalie, summoned
all of his strength and focus and rocketed
a 25-yard top-shelf shot at the BC cage –
just out of reach of the opposition’s goalie.
Re-energized by Jack’s amazing goal,
Yale not only pulled out of its deficit, but
gained a three-goal lead by the end of
the game, beating BC 15-12 and shutting
them out in the entire last quarter.

MUS Background Leads to Internship
by Anna Turnipseed

Like most college students,
Chase Moore ’07 has big plans for
his future, which include graduate
school and a career in the outdoor
industry. During the summer of 2009,
he got a jump-start on his goals
while working as a communications
intern for Ducks Unlimited.
Moore said he was blessed to be
a part of such a reputable organization and that the time he spent at
MUS helped him to get there.
“When looking back on some of
the things that I learned from my
days at my alma mater and how those
things helped me in my internship,
it would have to be the strong writing and communication skills I was able to develop,” Moore said.
The skills gained over the course of their preparatory education have allowed many alumni to secure
highly competitive internships that prepare them for
future careers. During his 350 hours working at Ducks
Unlimited, Moore’s primary responsibility was writing.
He produced copy for news releases, articles, product
reviews, and the company e-newsletter. He also

Success

conducted research on corporations
that were potential donors and
helped with a magazine
photo shoot.
“It was pretty rewarding to
see my work posted on the Ducks
Unlimited Web site and all the
other news sources around the
country,” he said.
Moore said he found the most
rewarding parts of his experience
to be the relationships he formed
with coworkers. They shared a
common passion for duck hunting
and wetland conservation, which
fueled their camaraderie.
Moore’s passion for the
environment led him to start a Ducks Unlimited
chapter at Rhodes College, where he is currently
a junior. The chapter seeks to raise money for the
Ducks Unlimited mission, which is to conserve,
restore, and manage wetlands and associated
habitats for North America’s waterfowl.
Moore said he plans to intern with Ducks
Unlimited during the upcoming spring and summer,
an experience he is eager to have again.
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Young Alumni Holiday Brunch

Alumni from the classes of 2005-09
attended a brunch hosted by the school
on December 18, 2009. Most of the group
had just arrived home for the holidays.
The brunch gives them an opportunity to
visit with teachers and former classmates
that they have not seen in a while.

Evan Mah ’09

Patrick Boyer ’08 and his brother,
Doug Boyer ’06, arrive for the brunch
just as Blair Wright ’08 is greeted by
Headmaster Ellis Haguewood.

Colin McDonald, Rhobb Hunter, Drew Cornaghie,
and Robert Threlkeld, all from the Class of ’09

David Shochat ’06 and Jesse Mahautmr ’06

Lee Moore ’07 and Louis Amagliani ’07

Alumni Embrace
Making Wishes Come True

The Owls’ Trivia Team: Daniel Warlick ’93, Dick Ballard, John
Cady ’69, Ike Seelbinder ’69, and Webster McDonald ’69

Seniors ready for action: Reid Sanders, Paul Stephens,
Jack Novotny, Stephond Allmond, and Holman Moores
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by Lilly Rice

In planning the second annual Wish Bowl, the MUS Civic
Service Organization (CSO) selected the Lester Community Center
to benefit from this year’s
event. The center supports
the people of Binghamton,
which is one of the most
impoverished neighborhoods in the city. To make
the event even more
personal, 12 boys from the
Lester Community Center
were invited to the event
on Saturday, January 16.
Faculty member Eddie
According to Wilson Orr ’10, chairman Batey hoping for a strike
of the CSO, “All of the participants were
able to see who will benefit from the Wish Bowl and the boys had
a great afternoon, most of them bowling for the first time.”
Members of the Binghamton community will now have access
to printers and copiers in the computer lab at Lester thanks to the
students, alumni, and faculty who supported the event. Between
the nine student teams, four alumni teams, six faculty teams, and
the spectators, the event raised $1,500.

William Adams ’03, Courtney Carson ’98, Gene Dattel ’62,
Gary Wolf ’83, and Jef Kaplan ’81
(above) Brent
Blankenship ’01
and Mark Awdeh ’01;
(right) Jere Crook ’63;
(below) Todd
Keathley ’88 and
Diego Winegardner ’87

New York, New York ...what a wonderful town for an alumni event.
More than 50 guests gathered at the Yale Club of New York City
on January 26. Alumni representing five decades helped host the event:
Gene Dattel ’62, Paul Jones ’72, Gary
Wolf ’83, Courtney Carson ’98, and
William Adams ’03.

Caroline and McCown Smith ’98
Ken Farmer ’03 and Austin Bryan ’99

Involvement

Rob Gowan ’90 and Met Crump ’60
of the Memphis Jazz Ensemble

Battle of the Bands

Senior Wade Laycook
of 415

Steve Rhea ’68, Allen McCool ’77, Jim Robinson ’68
and Cleo Stephenson ’68 of The Strangers

Thanks to “idea man”
Cleo Stevenson ’68, “the
promoter” Jonny Ballinger ’87,
“emcee” David Gingold ’68,
and countless “roadies,” the
The Slomski Brothers: Phil Slomski
inaugural Battle of the Bands
and Mark Slomski Arnold ’95
drew an audience of 150 and
raised more than $1,400 for The Olive Branch Fund: A Thisbe
and Noah Scott Legacy. Four bands took the stage on January 16
to wow the judges. Ultimately, the grand prize went to WALRUS
whose members were John Grilli ’89, Johnny Norris ’87, Dan
Shumake ’89, Patrick Crump, and Keith Tomes.

The winners, WALRUS, and their entourage
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A Celebration 40 Years Later
The 1970 banner (pictured left) is proudly
displayed in the Ross Lynn Arena proclaiming
the basketball team’s successful season, which
was a first in school history. Now 40 years later,
players (from left, clockwise) Tom Berdeja,
Wearen Hughes, David Jones, Buddy Best,
and Jimmy Ogle re-created the image as one
part of a much bigger celebration. Read all
about it on page 33.

