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“Success is not the key to happiness. Happiness is
the key to success. If you love what you are doing, you
will be successful.” – Albert Schweitzer
This quote rings true when you read our cover
story. When I met Dan Machin ’00 in New York
earlier this year, I did not realize where his story
would lead me. Having grown up on a farm where we
raised cotton, soybeans, corn, and lots of vegetables,
our conversation about seeds, picking vegetables,
and amending dirt brought back many memories.
Although Memphis is blessed with several weekly
farmers’ markets, many cities aren’t as fortunate. Machin’s Lone Acre Farm is
one way to directly connect farmers with consumers.
Check out all the homecoming photos and reunions, and remember to send
your class rep any news for the next MUS Today in the spring.
This issue also highlights the 45 years that beloved teacher Jim Russell
has been part of the English faculty. The Owl English Handbook (or the OEH,
as many of you may remember) is still used in English classes on campus. The
Communications team also refers to it frequently.
For those of you who have job openings or who may be looking for a new
job, we have re-launched U Connect, the password-protected online directory
for MUS alumni that will now include the ability to upload resumes. You
can also search the directory for classmates and look for available positions
in the new job bank. If you have a job opening, please be sure and post it on
U Connect. If you need help, e-mail Ann Laughlin (ann.laughlin@musowls.org)
in the Alumni Office.
We hope you will respond to our survey that will be sent to your e-mail
inbox next month. We want your opinions about the communications we send.
Enjoy this issue. Please, call or e-mail me if you have any suggestions for
the magazine or our other communications and marketing programs.
Happy Holidays,
Vicki Tyler
Director of Communications
(901) 260-1416
vicki.tyler@musowls.org
Check us out on Facebook.
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On a sunny day
in April, Loyal
Murphy ’86 took
his class outside
the box.

Headmaster’s Message
by Ellis Haguewood

“Lend me the stone strength of the past
and I will lend you the wings of the future....”
– Robinson Jeffers

A strong and experienced faculty, superb board leadership, financial stability, excellent facilities
on a 94-acre campus, mission integrity, able students, a working honor system, a tough-minded
academic program, strong extracurricular activities, innovative summer programs, loyal alumni,
a long history of producing leadership for Memphis, and the ability to provide need-based financial
aid – the strengths of Memphis University School are conspicuous. You could probably add to the
list yourself. We are strong, but we know that we can always strive to get better. We must never
lapse into complacency. Who knows what greatness we are capable of in the future?
The people who are charged with leadership of the school, those who are supposed to think
about the future of MUS, must actually think about it, and we do. We are currently moving
through a deliberate strategic planning process, and we are making plans that we hope will ensure
a future for MUS as the premier educational institution for boys, no matter what the future brings.
In a sense, any idea to improve the quality of what MUS offers is “strategic,” if it has a bearing
on enrollment or retention. And any process will generate good ideas about improvement. But this
time, instead of trying to produce a myriad of small ways to “improve” the school, we are carefully
and intentionally attempting to generate a few truly big thoughts about the future of the school
and what that future will look like. Can we identify the challenges and opportunities of the future?
If so, we can plan and then meet them with courage and faith, two characteristics that have never
been in short supply at MUS.
Like a great ship, this school has always needed steady and purposeful direction. Our trustees
have never been more involved, more capable, or more dedicated to their role in steering the
MUS ship of state. MUS is a large and significant ship, and through the years its governors have
always been steady on the right course. We know that in the future, the way we plot the course
may change as satellite-based navigational aids have replaced ground-based navigational aids.
We know that some of our navigational methods will change, but our mission and our destination
will remain the same – to produce virtuous men.
While we will always seek better methods to achieve our mission, we will never forgo the
mission itself. Change per se is not a destination. We must know where we’re headed, what the
destination is, so that we can plan and work toward that end. I believe that we will always want
to reach for academic excellence and superb college preparation and that we will always want our
boys to become men of courage, integrity, compassion, perseverance, generosity, and selflessness.
That’s our destination in 2010, and we’ll still be headed that way a decade from now.
The ideals we promote in our classes and assemblies, the lives we live before the students we
serve, and the readings we assign from the best that has been written – these will continue to have
lasting effects on the boys with whom we work. The activities we design for boys to live through,
the civility we demand, the Honor Code to which we subscribe – these will continue to have their
effect. Our tough-minded curriculum – history, mathematics, ancient and modern languages,
rhetoric, the Bible, natural sciences – will continue to have its effect, as well.
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The Lone Acre
One Dude,
One Acre,
100 Varieties
Story by Vicki Tyler
Photos by Cody Filardi

Striped German, Wonderberry, Yellow Bell, Costata
Romanesca, and Kirby may sound strange to you, but to
Dan Machin ’00 they are money in the bank and just a few
of the more than 100 varieties of vegetables and herbs that
he grows on his one-acre, certified organic farm that he
calls, appropriately, “The Lone Acre.”
“If it looks interesting, or it’s grown well for me, or it’s
something I like, then that’s what I’ll try to grow,” Machin
said. “I like classic crops with rare twists on them: gold
beets, white summer squash, black hot peppers, or heirloom
tomatoes like Cherokee purple.”
He didn’t plan to be an organic farmer when he
graduated from Vanderbilt in 2004 with a major in Spanish.
He eventually found his way to this small plot on Long
Island where he grows, harvests, and sells organic produce
at his farm stand, to local restaurants, and to people who
want a bag of fresh produce each week.
It’s been an interesting road that he has traveled.
“I did a lot of different things after I graduated,”
Machin said. “I got into advertising for Jack Daniels for
a few months, and worked in Florida for Move-On helping
get out the vote in 2004. I ended up in Costa Rica where I
house-sat for a friend.”
It was in Costa Rica where he got his first taste of
fresh, right-off-the-farm pineapple, bananas, peppers, and
mangoes that started him thinking about how organically
grown, fresh food makes a difference.
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A sampling of fall produce from Dan Machin’s little acre

“I went to the market every day and found these
incredible flavors that came from being just picked,”
he said. “I wanted to be more intentional in my food
choices and to think about where my food comes from.”
Machin wanted to try farming but knew that he had
to work more before he could make his dream a reality.
“I was an interpreter for a health care clinic in D.C.
for a short time until they lost their funding, and then
I was an interpreter for the Connecticut Department
of Children and Families’ social workers telling families
what they had to do in order to get their child back,”
Machin said. “It was depressing.”
To get closer to his dream job, in 2005 he worked at
Restaurant Eve in New York City where the chef focused
on local, seasonal food, working directly with one
farmer for much of the produce used at the restaurant.
In 2006 he worked at Momofuku (“lucky peach”)
in New York where he learned the importance of
searching out excellent intentional producers of food
and knowing where that food comes from before you
prepare and serve it.
He also interned as a photographer for Saturday
Night Live in 2006, photo assisting and documenting
the show, its hosts, and the rehearsals.
But the urge to try farming kept returning and after
his internship ended, he began searching for a CSA
(community supported agriculture that equates to a
share of weekly produce for a pre-season fee) to join
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in order to at least support a farm from the city
as a consumer. The CSA was full for the season, so
instead of buying a share from the farm, he went
out to work for them.
In 2007 he began working for the Garden of
Eve, a CSA that offered weekly shares of produce
for $500 for 25 weeks.
“I was like a sponge, and I learned how to till
the soil, where to buy seeds, what works and what
doesn’t on this farm, before deciding to strike out
on my own,” he said.
After two years at Garden of Eve, he switched
to part-time so he could start his own small plot
to make sure he liked farming by himself.
In 2009 he started The Lone Acre and sold to
a market and a few restaurants, as well as some
CSAs as customers. After his first season, he
regrouped and decided to target only
CSAs and restaurants.
“As a farmer, you spend all your money
at the beginning of the season buying
seeds, equipment, amendments, repairs,
etc., so the CSA is a loan from each
consumer that offers a direct relationship
with the farmer,” Machin said. “In return,
I harvest a four-gallon bucket of seven to
ten items of fresh organic produce for each
person weekly throughout the season.”

Machin is making home deliveries this season
as a trial. He got a late start this year and has
just 10-15 CSA members. He has already started
marketing next year’s harvest. He worked with a
big law firm’s cafeteria and has applied to
Just Food, a non-profit that coordinates
CSAs for farmers by pairing communities
with a farm. He would be happy with
25 customers.
This summer he delivered produce
as far as 90 miles away into Brooklyn, Park
Slope, Greenpoint, Chinatown, and the
Lower East Side.
“The reality is I have to work a couple of
part-time jobs right now to cover my expenses,”
Machin said. “But I enjoy the farm and want to see
if I can make it work. When you look at my work
history, you know I like doing many things at the
same time. Now, I make deliveries for an organic
greenhouse and for the first organic vineyard in
the Northeast. I also help another friend harvest his
crops one day a week.”
He quickly points out that he doesn’t want a
huge farm or the responsibility and isn’t sure what
he will be doing in ten years.
“You can tell that I like doing a lot of different
things,” Machin said. “At MUS, I used to joke about
being a farmer whom I thought of as someone

steadfast and plodding, with an engineer’s
mindset. It was hard for me to sit still at school, and
some teachers will attest to that.”
He found it hard to find a general liberal arts
major at Vanderbilt and ended up creating an interdisciplinary major. He knew that he liked working
with people, but hard sciences bored him, so he
quickly switched from pre-med to film studies and
Spanish.
“At MUS Mr. [Richard] Ellis’ approach to Latin
really turned my head in one direction and made
me realize that I am a language person, and I have
an enthusiasm for it,” he said. “I really enjoyed my
three years of Latin and knew I wanted to learn
another language in college. That put me on a
particular tract that was intellectually satisfying
without being a concrete thing.
“After college, I tried to be cognizant of who
I was and, not knowing what I wanted to do, tried
to pursue several different paths. There was a lot
of stress because my friends were going to professional and grad schools. I had to keep paying
attention to what I should do, and I now know
that farming makes me happy.”
If you’re living in the New York area, sign up
for next year’s harvest from The Lone Acre at
theloneacre@gmail.com. Check out his website at
www.theloneacre.com and theloneacre.tumblr.com.
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when
opportunity

Knocked

Morgan
was Ready
by Gee Loeb Sharp

When Tom Morgan ’72 graduated from
college, becoming a leader of multi-billion dollar
companies was not even on his radar screen.
“I had no clue what I wanted to do when I got
out of college,” Morgan said. “I was married my
senior year and really just wanted to get a job
that would help me pay the bills once Dad cut the
purse strings. My wife and I married in 1975 and
then had our first daughter when we were both 23.
Maturity came later.”
Morgan, currently chairman and CEO of Baker
& Taylor (B&T), the world’s largest book distributor,
began his business career at Genuine Parts
Company, also known as NAPA, after graduating
from the University of Tennessee at Knoxville.
“In 1976, I joined their management training
program, which means I did all the jobs nobody
else wanted to do,” he said.
After ten years in the automotive division,
he joined S.P. Richards Company, a subsidiary
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of NAPA, as an operations executive. Before
leaving the company, he had risen in the ranks
to executive vice president, with profit and loss
responsibility for the $1 billion company.
Although his career track took many more
successful turns, it wasn’t without a few character
building experiences, including a stint in
Washington, D.C., an office products reseller,
and a dot-com start-up. A book, dot.bomb, by
David Kuo, was written about his experience.
These not-so-positive experiences led to a smarter
Tom Morgan.
“Going forward, I committed to finding
something back in my sweet spot, distribution,”
he said. Morgan found what he was looking for
with Hughes Supply in Orlando, FL, in 2001.
“After five years, the company had $5.5 billion
in revenue and a market value of $3.5 billion,”
said Morgan. In April, 2006, Morgan sold Hughes
Supply to Home Depot.
Using both the character-building and the
revenue-building experiences of his career, Morgan
established a six-point business model he credits
for much of his success.
“First, assemble the best executive team
possible,” he said. “Second, identify the appropriate strategy/vision for both the short- and
long-term with identifiable tactics and timetable;
third, develop a comprehensive communications
strategy to inform and reinforce the company’s
workforce, which allows them to feel a part of
something bigger than themselves; fourth, hold
executives accountable to all the agreed upon
timetables on a weekly basis and reward accordingly; fifth, ensure the model is flexible enough
for adjustments as market conditions evolve; and
sixth, always work closely with the CFO and COO
on the company’s key performance indicators.”
It is this formula that Morgan has taken with
him to his latest venture as chairman and CEO
of Baker & Taylor in Charlotte, NC. After selling
Hughes in 2006, Morgan and his wife, Dianne,

Tom Morgan enjoys
many pastimes,
especially riding
his Harley.

enjoyed the retired life at their home in Bigfork, MT.
Yet, when he was 18 months into retirement, the Baker
& Taylor opportunity arose. B&T is a leading distributor
of books, videos, and music products, and it has been in
business for 181 years, with more than 44,000 customers
in 128 countries.
Although his work life is clearly impressive, Morgan’s
passions extend beyond the boardroom. His business
successes have afforded him some world class pleasures.
“My outside interests are all over the board,” he said.
“There are multiple nonprofits, multiple public boards,
and CEO forums. There are also Harley Davidson motorcycles, skiing, hunting in Montana and Argentina,
fishing all over (I love Canada for the big trout.), kid
stuff, and, now, grandkid stuff.”
Although many years have passed, Morgan has not
forgotten his experiences as an MUS student.
“After ten and a half years in the public school
systems in both Atlanta and Richmond, VA, we moved
to Memphis, and my father gave me a choice to stay
in public schools (White Station), or look at MUS and
CBHS,” he said. “On my first visit to MUS, I met Coach
Jake Rudolph, and that was kind of it for me. He
showed me and others that, with hard work and
discipline, you can win.”
Morgan also said Gene Thorn always seemed to
show an interest in him
“I remember being sent to his office one day for
cutting up in class,” he said. “That was so embarrassing,
and I felt like I had let him down, which was far worse
than writing something a hundred times, which was my
actual punishment.”
Once Morgan started attending MUS, he said he
realized his study habits needed improvement.

“The small classes and the very engaged
teachers were new to me,” he said. “I have to
admit to being very intimidated by what appeared
to be very smart students; but, in time, things
became a bit more comfortable.
“My first year at UT was a lot easier for me due
to the incredible preparation that MUS provided.
I have very fond memories of my time at MUS
and the friendships I developed. It was nice to
join Eddie Crenshaw ’72, Henry Hutton ’72,
and Sam Patterson ’72 in Knoxville for our
college experience. I thank Henry for attempting
to keep me on the straight and narrow. Eddie and
Sam did not attempt to do that for reasons I will
not disclose.”
In his typical humble manner, Morgan offered
this glimpse into his life’s experiences.
“You don’t have to be a genius to be successful,”
he said. “But having a rich educational experience
where you apply yourself certainly helps. So many
things, such as having someone above you who
believes in you, being at the right place at the
right time, or a favorable economic environment
go into success; but, none of these occur if you
are not diligent in applying everything you have
to the task at hand. Opportunities will come our
way, but if we aren’t prepared, they pass us by.
Be ready.”
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A trolley passes by the EmergeMemphis
building on Main Street.

by Christian T. Owen

Gwin Scott ’83 (Scotty), pictured far right, has
climbed mountain peaks on five continents and now
brings that same love of a challenge to his work as
president of EmergeMemphis, an organization that
provides leadership to area businesses and fosters
entrepreneurship.
“We work to help entrepreneurs accelerate their highgrowth startups and early-stage companies to reach the
point of profitability and sustainability,” Scott said.
Emerge, which was started in 1998 by Memphis
entrepreneur Bryan M. Eagle III, is a business and
technology-based incubator that mentors 25 to 28
companies. A few of the specific areas Scott oversees
at EmergeMemphis include providing services to
members that will accelerate their growth, bringing
high technology education programs, recruiting new
companies and talent to the Emerge community, and
producing successful firms that are financially viable
and freestanding.
Scott said gathering like-minded people to share
common causes and to find solutions is one of the
organization’s purposes. He points to the CEO Forum
as an example.
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“We host an internal, invitation-only CEO Forum
of our EmergeMemphis leaders,” Scott said. “In these
meetings, there are generally a few issues that are
brought to the table to discuss openly among six to eight
other CEOs. In each case, there is suggested guidance
on a solution, which always proves beneficial as far as
constructive insight to the asking entrepreneur.”
EmergeMemphis, in partnership with the Baker
Donelson law firm, also recently taught a workshop
for raising venture capital.
“We invited our internal leaders as well as qualified
entrepreneurs in the community who were trying
to raise money for their own ventures,” Scott said.
Specifically, the workshop focused on venture capital
term sheets.
In addition to these services, EmergeMemphis
provides referral services for the businesses it mentors.
“We helped one of our recently graduated companies
secure a six-figure sales contract by being a referral
source and personally vouching for their ability to
execute and implement their services,” Scott said.
Scott’s role with EmergeMemphis began in
January 2005.

“I was friends with a few of the board members,
and when I was living in Atlanta, they mentioned that
I should look into coming back to Memphis and interviewing for this position,” Scott said. “My experience up
until that time was pretty diverse with corporate America,
living abroad in Sydney, and being involved with two
startups out of Silicon Valley and Atlanta (iBeam Broadcasting and Uvision Media).
“I wasn’t in this field before but just had some solid
experiences that, hopefully, prepared me for what I’m
doing now and provide some value to all that we are
doing to support entrepreneurship in Memphis.”
In addition to Scott, MUS is represented at EmergeMemphis by Jay Keegan ’88, chairman, and entrepreneurin-residence, Bently Goodwin (an MUS parent.)
Following his graduation from MUS, Scott received
a B.A. in marketing at the University of Mississippi,
where he was a member of the varsity tennis team.
His career since graduation includes three years
as vice president of sales – Asia Pacific – for Turner

survival,” he said. “There were valuable lessons learned
from playing on Coach [Bill] Taylor’s tennis teams,
hearing [Bill] Hatchett passionately read literature,
competing against other students to research Thomas
Wolfe for extra credit in Hatchett’s class, and debating
in [Andy] Saunders’ class on euthanasia – amongst
many others.”
Scott also learned the value of service to the
community and currently serves on the University of
Mississippi School of Business Administration’s Business
Advisory Board, a group that helps with fundraising,
building corporate relationships for internships and job
placements, and mentoring to undergraduate, M.B.A.,
and Ph.D. students. Scott also serves on the University
of Memphis FedEx Institute of Technology advisory
board and as an elder at Idlewild Presbyterian Church.
While supporting area businesses and the community
as a whole, Scott’s own support group includes his wife,
Lara, and their two sons, Chalmers, 2, and Lawson,
6 months.

International, based in Sydney, Australia, and
director of sales for Williams Communications/
Wiltel, the largest fiber-optic network in the
United Statesthat delivers broadband network
services. Beginning in 1996, Scott served as
president/founder of Uvision Media, a roll-up
entity of Uvision, Inc., which is a full-service
technology solutions provider that focuses on
streaming video and audio, webcasting for
internal communications, interactive DVD
production, development of collaboration
tools, and hardware and software consulting to
Fortune 500 and media companies.
Scott said his willingness to seek excellence
and pursue challenges originated at MUS. The
lessons learned as a high school student have
carried him through many roles and are the foundation for
his work at EmergeMemphis, where he is now in a position
to inspire others.
“I felt like those experiences enabled me to compete at
all levels and instilled in me a mindset where excelling and
having a sense of purpose were the norm and required for
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Two
Retirements
Bring Changes
on Board
by Rebecca Greer

Ben Adams ’74
MUS welcomed two new
members to the Board of
Trustees for the current
school year, and both have
familiar names and stellar

credentials. Together,

the new board members,

James F. Burnett ’83
and Johnny B. Moore, Jr.,
bring more than four
decades of financial
experience to their

new positions.

At the same time, two
members depart after many
years of service on the

MUS Board of Trustees.

Russell E. Bloodworth, Jr. ’63
and Ben C. A dams ’74
leave an incredible legacy
of service to

10

MUS TODAY

DECEMBER 2010

MUS.

Adams served on the Board of
Trustees for more than 20 years,
including eight as chairman of the
board. While chairman, Adams was
active in other leadership positions
at MUS. He served as co-chair of the
Special Gifts Committee to build
the Sue H. Hyde Sports and Physical
Education Center. Through his
involvement in the Crest & Cornerstone Society and a founding member
of the D. Eugene Thorn Society,
Adams has contributed enormously
to the enrichment of the school.
Outside of MUS, Adams makes
an effort to serve the greater Memphis
community. He is involved on the
boards of Memphis Tomorrow, Boys
and Girls Club of Memphis, the
Memphis Shelby Crime Commission,
and Historic Elmwood Cemetery.
After graduating from MUS,
Adams received his B.A. in economics
from the University of North Carolina,
and later received his J.D. from
Vanderbilt University School of Law.
He was a member of the Vanderbilt
Law Review and the Order of the
Coif, the national legal scholarship
society. He is now chairman and
CEO of Baker, Donelson, Bearman,
Caldwell & Berkowitz, the 73rd
largest law firm in the United States.
Adams and his wife, Kathy, have two
sons, Ben ’01 and Scott ’02, and a
daughter, Conlee.

Rusty Bloodworth ’63
Bloodworth joined the board in
1990. For 40 years, he has worked
closely with a host of MUS alumni and
has served on countless committees.
He is a Thorn Society founding member.
As executive vice president of
Boyle Investments, he helped Mark
Halperin ’67 and Henry Morgan ’61
develop more than 25 major office
buildings and 2 million square feet of
space in Memphis, while adding many
special neighborhoods to the Memphis
and Nashville areas.
He has served on many boards,
including Presbyterian Day School,
Memphis Botanic Garden, Leadership
Memphis, and Developer’s Council of
Memphis Homebuilders Association.
Bloodworth received the 2010
Lifetime Achievement Award from
Lambda Alpha, the honorary society
for the advancement of land economics.
He founded and leads the Memphis-area
chapter of the Urban Land Institute,
which promotes the responsible use
of land. In 2009 he was inducted into
the Commercial Real Estate Hall of
Fame by the Memphis Area Association
of Realtors.
He graduated from the University of
Virginia in 1968 with a degree in architecture. He served as an officer in the
U.S. Marine Corps and later did graduate
work at Yale in environmental design.
Bloodworth and his wife, Fran,
have four children, Elizabeth, Faith,
Russell ’01, and Christopher ’08,
and four grandchildren.

Jim Burnett ’83
With more than 23 years in
the financial industry, Burnett has
served for the last ten years in the
private client division of Morgan
Keegan. As managing director,
he advises clients on investment
decisions, estate planning, and
overall wealth management.
Burnett is a 1987 graduate of
the University of Mississippi where
he earned a bachelor’s degree in
banking and finance. For the first
13 years of his career, he was with
the National Bank of Commerce.
Active in the Memphis
community, Burnett serves as
deacon at Independent Presbyterian
Church and is a member of the
financial committee for Young
Life of Memphis. Burnett has long
been a familiar presence on the
MUS campus, as he is now in
his 20th year as a seventh-grade
football coach.
Burnett and his wife, Dee,
have four children, James, 15,
Gracey, 13, Scott, 10, and Drew, 7.
James is a tenth grader at MUS.

Johnny Moore
Moore, who was recognized by the Memphis Business Journal in 2006 as
one of Memphis’ “Top 40 Under 40,” is president and CEO of SunTrust Bank,
Memphis, and has more than 17 years of banking experience with SunTrust
and its predecessor, National Bank of Commerce. Moore most recently served
as executive vice president and head of the Memphis region’s commercial line
of business. Moore handled the depository, cash management, investment, and
lending needs of companies with sales volumes between $5 million and $250
million. Before joining the bank in January of 1992, he earned his CPA certification and was a senior accountant at Ernst and Young.
Moore is a 1988 graduate of Rhodes College, where he earned a B.A. in
business administration with an emphasis in accounting.
Active in the community, Moore currently serves on the Memphis & Shelby
County Port Commission, the Center City Revenue finance board, and the boards
of directors for Rhodes College, The Leadership Academy, Orpheum Theatre,
Hutchison School, and the National Civil Rights Museum. He is also a member
of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc., a community service fraternity, and the
Southwind Neighborhood Association. Moore and his wife, Merry, have two
children, Trey, 13, and Madison, 8. Trey is a ninth grader at MUS.

“We are fortunate to have Jim and Johnny join our
board,” said Bob Loeb ’73, MUS Board of Trustees
chairman. “Both men are parents of current MUS
students. Jim is an alumnus from the Class of 1983,
and has been a dedicated volunteer coach for 20
years. Johnny provides leadership at a number of local
organizations, including Rhodes College, Hutchison
School, and the National Civil Rights Museum. Both
men bring much-needed resources to our school, and
we are grateful for their willingness to serve.”
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Faculty Profile

Celebrating 45 Years
With Beloved Teacher

Jim Russell
by Kem Pollard

	A travel weary Jim Russell stepped off the train
from Nashville and hailed a cab to deliver him from
downtown Memphis to his first teaching job at
Memphis University School. Russell was fairly certain
that he had been aboard the slowest train in the
country, and he was relieved to have almost arrived
at his destination.
Freshly plucked from the graduate teaching
program at Vanderbilt University by Col. Ross Lynn,
Russell was eager to see the school for the first time.
Much to his surprise, the cab driver shook his head
emphatically upon hearing the school’s address.
“Park Avenue doesn’t go out that far,” the man
explained.
Confident that the street number was correct,
Russell persuaded the skeptical driver to proceed
eastward in spite of his doubts.
	As their journey neared the end of Park Avenue,
only Lichterman Farm property stretched ahead,
and it appeared as though the cab driver had been
correct. Just as they were wondering whether to give
up and turn around, the two spied a small brick
building on a hill in the distance.
	Russell had arrived at MUS. The year was 1965,
and the newly minted teacher emerged from the cab
to embark on a career that would span five decades
and three generations of students.
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	Russell and MUS were a good match from the start.
The school needed an English teacher, and Russell was
passionate about the subject.
“I became a teacher largely because the subject
matter drove me,” he said. “I’ve always loved literature,
writing, and grammar. Teaching gave me the opportunity to make those subjects my life’s work. Beyond
that, I care about the people. Collaborating with my
fellow teachers is always stimulating, and watching
students gain understanding of the subject matter
is very rewarding. The enlightenment of students
sustains me very much.”
	In addition to English, Russell has taught Humanities, Art Appreciation, and Music Appreciation as well
as AP Art History.
“Over the years, I’ve really enjoyed the opportunity that teaching has given me to develop personal
interests, particularly in art and music,” Russell said.
“I’d never really studied these subjects in depth before
I started teaching them, so it was a wonderful chance
to expand my own horizons.”
	Instrumental in developing, and later modifying,
the widely respected MUS English curriculum, Russell
also created and taught a popular co-ed humanities
course for two decades.
“We opened the course to Hutchison students and,
for a while, to Lausanne students,” he remembered.
“The mixed gender class was extremely beneficial for
students and quite fun for them and for me. Unfortunately, scheduling changes made it impossible to
continue the course, but it was a nice experience while
it lasted.”
	The opportunity to develop such courses has been
part of the reason why Russell stayed at MUS.
“I’ve enjoyed working here,” he said. “I’ve had the
ability to create my own lesson plans, design my own
courses, and make some innovations along the way.
It’s been very satisfying on many levels.”
	Russell said he has also enjoyed witnessing the
multiple benefits that an MUS education provides.
“Beyond scholarship, there’s a great deal of
tradition here,” he said. “And I don’t mean tradition
just for tradition’s sake. The traditions observed at
MUS are for the coherence of society and offer a
foundation from which students can go forward.
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the education they received here, to know that our students go
on to succeed in college and that they remember MUS fondly.
It’s a very nurturing environment at every stage.”
	Russell said he is fortunate, also, to enjoy a nurturing family
life. As a retired first-grade teacher, Russell’s wife, Kay, understands the challenges and joys of a career in education.
“My dear wife is always very supportive,” Russell said. “I
have a son, Bradley Russell ’00, who lives in Phoenix, and
three wonderful stepchildren – Nina, Bill, and John Sublette.”
	The MUS campus has changed dramatically from the
modest structure on the outskirts of Memphis that Russell and
the reluctant cab driver spotted on that first day. Through all
the changes, Russell’s presence in the English Department has
been a reassuring constant. Forty-five classes of MUS men are
glad that the taxi driver took a risk on a young passenger who
knew where he was going. And, as it turned out, who knew
where he was staying.

–

Each year since 1989, the senior class
has honored a faculty member with the
John M. Nail Outstanding Teaching Award.
Russell first received the award in 1991
and is shown here after receiving it again
in 2008. He was the first recipient of the
Distinguished Teaching Award established
in 1990, and he received the Jean Barbee
Hale Award for Outstanding Service to
the school in 2004. He has held the Sue
Hightower Hyde Chair of English since 1969.
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F aculty Portrait Series

Minding the Store
by Allie Eiland

He served MUS for more than 30 years as a fiscallyminded businessman and teacher. During those years, Leslie
C. “Skip” Daniel, Jr. instilled the values of working hard and
saving money in those students in his economics class and all
those he worked with as business manager. Now his likeness
hangs in the Dining Hall as the sixth faculty member
honored in the Faculty Portrait Series.
“He put his whole being into treating this school’s money
like his own – he was a genuine steward of this place, determined to leave it better than he found it and to make sure
others appreciated what they had here as much as he did,”
said Hopie Brooks ’81 at the faculty portrait unveiling.
“MUS has been very fortunate to have people who were loyal
and dedicated to the mission of the school. I know lots of
them and love them all, but none was any more valuable to
this place and what it means than Skip.”
Ellis Haguewood recalled a story from Joan Ryan. Ryan,
who was employed to run Daniel’s start-up school bookstore,
said Daniel emphasized the importance of the Honor System.
She quoted Daniel as saying the code “is so much a part of your fabric that you don’t realize you are doing it.”
Haguewood also recalled that Daniel was “always modest about his obvious intelligence and business acumen; his
down-home manner belied a savvy business acumen and a keen intelligence.”
Skip Daniel joined the faculty in 1967 as an economics and geography teacher and an eighth-grade basketball and
football coach. After graduating from Germantown High School and serving in the Navy for two years, he earned his
B.A. in business administration from Ole Miss where he was inducted into the school’s honorary scholastic fraternity and
the honorary business fraternity. He completed his master’s degree during his service as MUS’s business manager. An active
tennis player and world traveler, Daniel devoted his time to Wesleyan Hills Methodist Church as his daughters grew up.
He is currently a member of Idlewild Presbyterian Church, where he is a deacon. He received the Jean Barbee Hale Award
in 2000 for his outstanding service to MUS and its students, as well as the Hugo Dixon Founder’s Award from the English
Speaking Union, of which he served as
president for some time.
Daniel’s generosity was also recalled
by faculty emeritus John Harkins, who
spoke of the brunches the Daniels held at
their home for faculty on graduation days
between the baccalaureate services and
commencement exercises.
Alumni Executive Board president John
Dobbs ’85 said the portrait series honors
MUS faculty members who have given
much of their lives in service to the school.
These portraits serve as a constant reminder
to alumni, students, faculty, and friends that
At the portrait unveiling ceremony on September 16, Skip Daniel (center)
it is the faculty members who have always
is surrounded by his family: daughter Anne Daniel, wife Faye, son-in-law
been the consistent and primary reason for
Mike Bruno, daughter Gwen Bruno, daughter Leslie Daniel, and
(in front) granddaughters Leigh and Georgia Bruno.
MUS being a great school.
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From trash to treasure, recycled
materials are being used to construct
a series of vocational workshops in
Guatemala. While in one location
(left) the foundation is taking shape,
another spot (below) shows the first
set of workshops nearly complete.
The bottom picture shows detail of the
arched facade where used glass bottles
are formed into bricks and set in place
with a cob mixture. Windows allow
more natural light into the building.

Home

“
”
What a Beautiful Idea

by Lilly Rice

After teaching high school English, junior college
composition, and classes at the Texas Culinary Academy,
Evan Johnson ’95 wanted to do something different.
“I was looking for something, anything, to get outside
of my brain a little bit before I began my three-year feast
on the gruel that is law school,” he said.
In 2004 Johnson teamed up with a friend, also seeking
something in his life, and, together, they came up with
what he called “a crazy idea.”
“We thought we could start a nonprofit to build
recreation centers and parks for kids in under-developed communities,” Johnson said. “So,
we bought a 1980s Volkswagen Jetta for next to nothing and drove from Austin all the way
down to a small village called San Juan Compala in the Central Highlands of Guatemala.”
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The first completed project was
the playground and soccer field
at Parque Chimiyá, where area
fútbol teams often compete.
Local children display the bounty
from the organic gardens that have
been added to Parque Chimiyá,
now a place to play and learn.

As it turns out, their idea
wasn’t so crazy after all. They
founded Long Way Home, a
nonprofit organization whose
mission is to help the youth
of developing communities
through educational opportunities, healthful activities, and
civic engagement.
After arriving in Guatemala,
their goal was to start on their
flagship project, a park with
a regulation size soccer field,
Johnson said. Their hope
was that the park would
not only give local children
a great place to have fun
and get some exercise but
also inspire community
development.
In little to no time,
the soccer field was
complete. Raw materials
and labor were readily
As building projects move forward (see
available, thanks to
below), volunteer coordinator Rebecca
dedicated donors, volunSanchez (left) arrives with the sacrificial
teers, and random travelers
rooster. Local custom dictates that blood
be sprinkled into the foundation of each
who were willing to lend
building as a ceremonial gesture of
a hand. Next, Long Way
thanks and blessing.
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Home expanded the park
to include a basketball court,
a tree nursery, a community
kitchen, a playground, and
volunteer housing.
“Oddly, the housing is where
we started to find our groove,”
Johnson said. “In order to build
sturdy housing without standard
building materials, we had to
find something that wasn’t in
high demand and was easily
accessible. In Guatemala, that’s
litter and old tires.”
Whether reusing stacked
glass bottles as makeshift
windows or filling old tires
with dirt and then packing them
together with mud to form walls,
Johnson and crew found that
they could build structures at
a relatively low cost while also
cleaning up the community.
Another idea soon came
to those involved with Long
Way Home.
“We got the idea to build
a vocational school to teach
teenagers about sustainable
construction techniques,”
Johnson said. “This was a much
larger undertaking and required
a lot more tires, bottles, and
land, but we knew it would be
well worth it because there are
no public junior high or high
schools in rural Guatemala.”
Before diving head first into
such a large project, Johnson said
they began to build volunteer
housing on a larger scale to
test their engineering designs.

The designs not only passed with
flying colors but also attracted the
attention of other organizations.
From what started as a
“crazy idea,” Long Way Home
has had a major impact on rural
Guatemala, not only cleaning up
the community but also invigorating it. Such an impact, however,
stretches far beyond the stomping
grounds of the organization.
With plans to expand Long
Way Home into other developing
countries, Johnson said he knows
there’s much work ahead for
the organization.
“My immediate plans and
goals with LWH are to expand
our operations to other developing
countries, which is going to take
some considerable time, preparation, and money,” he said. “There
is a lot of red tape involved in
operating in developing countries,
in addition to getting everyone in
and out of the country and getting
into a community and gaining its
trust. But, there has to be a path
for bringing together nonprofits
that are trying to do similar things
as we are, in the hopes that we
will come up with a building
technique that is truly global and
can provide affordable, sustainable
structures that serve as houses,
schools, or places of commerce.
It is a beautiful idea.”
Although the organization is
called Long Way Home, its mission
and values lead back to one of
Johnson’s former homes, the one
still standing on Park Avenue.

“MUS helped me appreciate
the need not to be stagnant,” he
said. “I learned that you have to
keep moving in some direction,
any direction, long enough to get
somewhere other than where you
are standing.”
Since graduating from MUS in
1995, Johnson has been anything
but stagnant. He’s currently an
attorney with Clark, Thomas &
Winters in Austin, TX, focusing
on the regulation of electric utility
companies and the implementation
of statewide energy efficiency
programs. He also serves on the
board of directors for ExtendA-Care For Kids, an afterschool
program that provides enriching
and affordable childcare in central

Texas. His wife, Brandi, gave birth
to their first child in August, a son
named Mack (pictured above).
To learn more about
Long Way Home, please visit
www.longwayhomeinc.org.
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Adam Del Conte, Tim Greer, and Andy Saunders
lend their voices to a Chatterbox production.

Studio
by Rebecca Greer

A strange array of seemingly unrelated objects
littered a table in MUS’s Bloodworth Studio. Empty
bottles, assorted shoes, a pan of water, and an old
brick, along with a sheathed sword and two halves of
a coconut, jostled each other beneath two overhanging
microphones. While a collection like this might seem
like cause for concern, this was neither a traveling flea
market, nor the makings of a salvage yard. It was just
a sign that Chatterbox was here.
Chatterbox Audio Theater, which produces awardwinning audio theater, recorded “The Aesir and the
Building of the Wall,” an adaptation of Norse mythology,
in the Bloodworth Studio as part of a Mythologia series.
Chatterbox had no home of its own for several years,
and MUS became one of the group’s hosts during the
school’s 2008 theater production of Macbeth.
Director of Theater Tim Greer said, “The intent was to
help a few of our auditory student-actors learn lines. One
of the actors volunteering on the recording was set to
direct an upcoming Chatterbox show. When she saw the
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Bloodworth Studio, she asked if we would open
our doors to Chatterbox.”
Chatterbox soon recorded several
shows in the school’s studio, all produced
by Fine Arts Department chairman
John Hiltonsmith, now in his 27th
year at MUS. In addition to the
Aesir piece, Hiltonsmith produced
Chatterbox dramatizations of
“Annie Christmas,” Jack London’s
“Moonface,” the upcoming adaptations of Nathaniel Hawthorne’s
“Feathertop,” and Robert Louis
Stevenson’s “Markheim.”
“At MUS, we have a studio
comparable to commercial facilities
around Memphis, but not the need to
operate it like a commercial facility,”
Hiltonsmith said. “Our students and
alumni use it for various projects, like
they use other facilities here.
But we also feel that it’s right
to open the studio to groups
who would clearly benefit from
it, but can’t afford to pay for
time in a commercial studio.”
Being host to Chatterbox
benefits MUS, as well, through
increased community service
and exposure on Chatterbox’s website and rebroadcasts.
“Through this collaboration, MUS makes a splash in
an area that is up and coming but not overcrowded yet,”
Hiltonsmith said.
Founded in Memphis three years ago by executive
producer Bob Arnold and friends, Chatterbox has already
released over 40 shows and won two national awards.
One appealing distinction of audio theater is its ability to
fit into various niches of its listeners’ lives.
“People listen to us while they’re driving, cooking,
commuting, or hanging out with their families,” Arnold
said. “Teachers use our shows in their classrooms.
Parents play our shows for their kids. Chatterbox is a
win-win situation because it results in powerful, entertaining theater that people can experience on their own
terms. There has never been an opportunity to reach as
many ears – and minds – as we can today.”
Audio theater has enjoyed an international resurgence
recently. For its 2010 Halloween show, Chatterbox collaborated in a single broadcast through the Internet with

audio theater companies as far away as Portland, OR, and
London. While all shows may be streamed free of charge
through the group’s website, or downloaded free from
iTunes, Internet radio stations also syndicate the shows.
But a few times a year, just to keep things authentic,
Chatterbox takes to the live radio airwaves through
WKNO Memphis, the local NPR affiliate, where actor
and MUS alumnus Justin Willingham ’01 is an on-air
personality. Willingham appeared in the 2009 Chatterbox
Halloween special.
The skills Willingham honed as an actor on the MUS
Hyde Chapel stage proved to be invaluable to the live
Chatterbox show.
“As an on-air personality, Justin comes prepackaged
with a great radio voice,” Arnold said. “He’s a smart actor,
a hard worker, and an all-around talented guy. The 2009
Halloween show was only our second annual show
on WKNO – two hours of live radio. When you tackle
something that risky, you have to work with people
you trust.”
Justin Willingham
performs live,
while John
Hiltonsmith works
behind the scenes.

The latest expansion effort for Chatterbox Audio
Theater centers on education, and they’re not starting
by half measures. Former Theatre Memphis education
director Marques Brown joined Chatterbox’s leadership
team as the group’s new education director. Brown
creates study guides to accompany the shows. Among
the most popular shows with teachers are “Rip Van
Winkle,” “Rikki Tikki Tavi,” and “Master Zacharius.”
But longer and more ambitious classroom-friendly
projects are already in the works.

Near downtown Memphis, across from Sun Studios,
is the Marshall Arts building, new home of Chatterbox’s
recording studio. The first show produced in the new
space represented an ambitious foray into creating
entertainment with educational value: a feature-length
recording of Sophocles’ Oedipus the King.
In August, Chatterbox completed principal
recording of Oedipus, a classic dramatic text assigned
in nearly every U.S. school, but for which a surprising
lack of contemporary media support exists. The new
translation, by Canadian professor Ian Johnston, was
rehearsed and recorded for three weeks. Oedipus will be
released in January 2011 and will feature MUS alumnus
Adam Del Conte ’02 as the palace messenger, technical
director Andy Saunders as the Corinthian messenger,
and Tim Greer as Oedipus. MUS instructor Jonathan
Saunders composed the original musical score.
In no way does the opening of Chatterbox’s new
studio foreshadow the end of the theater’s collaboration
with MUS, Arnold stressed.
“The facility is so user-friendly and the staff is so
great, why would we ever leave?” Arnold asked. “We’ll
still want to travel a bit for some of our shows, and the
Bloodworth Studio can handle even our most complicated setups. We may soon get to the point where we
can have several
shows in rehearsal
simultaneously,
with different
directors and
casts. As long as
the door is open,
you can bet we’ll
be running through
it at full speed.”
Director Tim
Greer agreed. “To
me, it’s a perfect
fit for MUS to host
Chatterbox productions, especially those with strong
classroom appeal,” Greer said. “It’s very much in keeping
with our emphasis on community impact. In the end, you
have an entertaining audio production that’s also a great
educational resource, made in our school, featuring the
work of our teachers and alumni, and finding its way into
classrooms and study groups all over the world. I like the
thought of that.”
For more information on Chatterbox Audio Theater,
visit www.chatterboxtheater.org.

MUS TODAY

DECEMBER 2010

19

by Allie Eiland

For Miles DeBardeleben ’07, the opportunity
to spend two weeks researching in the Bahamas
seemed like the trip of a lifetime. When his professor
at the University of Mississippi, Dr. Marc Slattery,
presented the trip as an opportunity for intense
academic study, DeBardeleben knew he had to apply.
The trip was funded by a grant from the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).
Only 32 students would be selected. Those chosen
would document environmental effects on coral reefs
and wildlife at the Perry Institute for Marine Science,
located on Lee Stocking Island in the Bahamas.
Students had to secure a professor’s recommendation, prove excellent academic performance via
transcript, and submit a persuasive essay explaining
their desire to participate. DeBardeleben also had to
prove sufficient swimming skills.
“I knew a lot of people applied, so when I got the
e-mail saying that I had been accepted, I was really
excited,” he said. “It is pretty easy to get excited for a
free two-week trip to the Bahamas.”
DeBardeleben said he didn’t know everything that
was in store for him, like the solitary surroundings.

This view shows the beautiful
and undeveloped island.
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The Perry Institute for Marine Science is the only
establishment on Lee Stocking Island.
“The facilities on the island were far from
luxurious, but they were perfect for what we needed
to do, and the isolation was beneficial to the work,”
he said.
Mornings were spent collecting data as they
snorkeled above the reefs. Nights were spent updating
dive logs and attending lectures.
The rest of their waking hours were spent in the
laboratories performing studies on different species.
For DeBardeleben, the species was Cassiopea xamachana,
also known as the upside-down jellyfish, which
lived in the shallow mangrove waters at the edge
of the island.
The jellyfishes’ unusual position in the water
allowed more sunlight to reach their tentacles. While
most jellyfish have stinging tentacles, the upside-down
species have algae-like organisms, called zooxanthellae,
which photosynthesize and release life-sustaining
energy to their hosts.
The researchers applied environmental stressors
and recorded the results. DeBardeleben and his
research group specifically studied
photosynthesis
under increased
temperature, salinity, acidity, and shade.
“We used a Pulse Amplitude
Modulation Fluorometer (PAM),”
DeBardeleben explained. “The
PAM shot a concentrated
beam of light and
read the amount

Miles DeBardeleben found
himself dedicating long hours to
this research project, confessing
that there really wasn't much
else to do on the island!

the dynamics of the coral.
They are dependent upon
the well-being of every
species that inhabit them,
a beautiful balance of
cooperation and symbiosis.
DeBardeleben said the team
hopes their research will
create awareness and aid
environmental conservation.
Although the amount
of work was challenging,
DeBardeleben concluded
that the trip was enjoyable and a great success. He
credited MUS for the inspiration and results.
“I remember sitting in Dr. [Michael] Schwartz’s
homeroom, staring at his saltwater tanks, thinking that
coral reefs would be something cool to study. So when
this opportunity presented itself, I jumped all over it.
It wasn’t necessarily that the work on the island was
hard; there was just a lot of work to do. If MUS had
not taught such good work ethics, I would have been
overwhelmed, and the trip would not have been as
enjoyable or successful.”

of photosynthetic activity in the zooxanthellae. As the
magnitude of a stressor increased, we expected photosynthetic activity to decrease because zooxanthellae are
known to be expelled when jellyfish are stressed.”
The environmental stimuli resulted in strong
reactions; the specimens became very active and
released their zooxanthellae. Of all the stressors, temperature and acidity increases were the most detrimental.
“This experience really opened my eyes to the
delicacy of many of the Earth’s ecosystems. The
smallest changes in an environment can have a
catastrophic effect on the species in that
environment. Coral reefs are one of the
leading sites being explored for more
effective drugs, but also one of the most
quickly deteriorating ecosystems,” he said.
The group concluded that not only do
the Cassiopea face harrowing times ahead,
but so do the reefs. Symbiotic relationships like those between the zooxanthellae
Jellyfish before testing
and the jellyfish perfectly characterize

Jellyfish after environmental
stressors were applied
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Gifts in Memory and Honor
Your gifts in memory of loved ones or in honor of special friends directly enable young men at MUS to receive the
best education available. Memorials to Memphis University School support the Annual Fund program. Families of
those whose memories are honored will be notified by an appropriate card with an acknowledgment to the donor.
We gratefully acknowledge the following gifts to the school:*
*Includes gifts received June 21 –October 1, 2010

M

E M O R I A L S

William M. Ayres, Jr. ’69
	Mr. and Mrs. Kirk P. Bailey, Mr. Brice A.
		 Bailey ’02, and Mr. Brian H. Bailey ’00
	Mr. Perry D. Dement
	Mr. and Mrs. James D. Russell
HARRY I. BASS
	Mr. and Mrs. Pearce W. Hammond, Jr. ’86
JAMES P. CORKREN, JR. ’72
Dr. R. David Thomson ’72
JOHN P. COSGROVE ’70
The Reverend Gretchen D. Zimmerman and
		 The Reverend Frank B. Crumbaugh III ’70
CHARLES M. CRUMP ’30
	Mr. and Mrs. Michael R. Deaderick
	Mr. Perry D. Dement
	Mrs. Claire K. Farmer
	Mr. and Mrs. A. Rankin Fowlkes
	Mr. and Mrs. P. Trowbridge Gillespie, Jr. ’65
	Ms. Angela Goza
		 and Mr. G. Hudson Andrews, Jr.
	Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood
	Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Loeb ’73
Dr. and Mrs. Owen B. Tabor
	Mr. and Mrs. Alexander W. Wellford, Jr. ’60
WAYNE E. DUFF
	Mr. and Mrs. Ryan G. Sellers
Billy Harkins
Dr. and Mrs. John E. Harkins
THOMAS E. HARRISON
	Mr. Perry D. Dement
	Mr. and Mrs. A. Rankin Fowlkes
	Mr. and Mrs. P. Trowbridge Gillespie, Jr. ’65
	Ms. Angela Goza
		 and Mr. G. Hudson Andrews, Jr.
	Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood
	Mr. and Mrs. David Hopper
	Mrs. Mary T. Howard
		 and Mr. C. Louis Ogles III ’13
Dr. and Mrs. Michael B. Kastan,
		Mr. Benjamin N. Kastan ’04,
		Mr. Nathaniel R. Kastan ’08, 		
		 and Mr. Jonathan P. Kastan ’10
Dr. and Mrs. Stephen J. Maroda, Jr. ’75,
		Mr. Stephen J. Maroda III ’08,
		 and Mr. Andrew J. Maroda ’09
	Mr. and Mrs. James C. Rainer IV ’77,
		Mr. James C. Rainer IV ’05,
		Mr. Alexander N. Rainer ’06,
		Mr. Peter L. Rainer ’10,
		 and Mr. L. Wilkinson Rainer ’13
	Mr. and Mrs. James D. Russell
	Mr. and Mrs. Andrew F. Saunders III
	Mr. and Mrs. Blake Schuhmacher
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	Mr. and Mrs. Louie P. Sheppard
	Mr. and Mrs. J. Matthews Sights, Jr.
		 and Mr. J. Matthews Sights III ’05
	Mr. Austin J. Smith ’09
		 and Mr. Lewis F. Smith ’00
	Mr. and Mrs. Norman S. Thompson, Jr.
Dr. Robert H. Winfrey, Jr.
	Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey R. Wright, Sr.,
		Mr. Jeffrey R. Wright, Jr. ’07,
		Mr. M. Blair Wright ’08,
		 and Mr. Connor M. Wright ’15
	Mr. Gary K. Wunderlich, Jr. ’88
William R. Hatchett
	Mr. and Mrs. Todd W. Slaughter ’60
The Reverend Gretchen D. Zimmerman and
		 The Reverend Frank B. Crumbaugh III ’70
Thomas F. Hoehn, Jr.
Dr. R. David Thomson ’72
BETTY INGRAM	
	Mr. John H. Lammons, Jr. ’74
Ila S. Jehl, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander W. Wellford, Jr. ’60
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Joe, Sr.
	Mr. Christopher M. Joe ’87
STEVEN LAZAROV
	Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood
LEIGH W. MACQUEEN
The Reverend Gretchen D. Zimmerman and
		 The Reverend Frank B. Crumbaugh III ’70
Robert p. McBurney, jr. ’66
Mr. and Mrs. R. Sidney Caradine III ’66
Lewis K. McKee, Sr.
Mr. A. Robert Boelte, Jr.
GERALDINE RICE MOLASKY
	Mr. Perry D. Dement
	Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood
	Mr. and Mrs. James D. Russell
	Mr. and Mrs. Andrew F. Saunders
Dr. Robert H. Winfrey, Jr.
CARTER LEE MURRAY ’94
	Ms. Coralu D. Buddenbohm
Mr. and Mrs. Henry K. Quon, Sr.
Mr. Christopher M. Joe ’87
SCOTT M. REMBERT ’70
	Mr. and Mrs. Warren W. Ayres ’70
Marvin Hastings Sandidge
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. McEwan III ’84
Walter Scott III ’87
	Mr. and Mrs. Andrew T. Rainer ’87

WILLIE TAYLOR
The Reverend Gretchen D. Zimmerman and
		 The Reverend Frank B. Crumbaugh III ’70
George H. Treadwell, Sr. ’18
Mr. William Nugent Treadwell ’68
SARAH ANN VARNER
	Mr. and Mrs. Ben C. Adams ’74
	Mr. and Mrs. Alexander W. Wellford, Jr. ’60
ROBERT WATKINS
The Reverend Gretchen D. Zimmerman and
		 The Reverend Frank B. Crumbaugh III ’70
RONALD E. WENZLER
	Mr. and Mrs. William Baker
	Mr. and Mrs. Dallas D. Bryan
	Mr. and Mrs. Jerald L. Butler
	Mr. and Mrs. Leslie C. Daniel, Jr.
	Mr. and Mrs. James M. Greene
	Mr. and Mrs. William Hurst
	Mr. and Mrs. James E. Jeffries
RICHARD WADE ZAMBETTI, JR. ’02
Dr. and Mrs. R. Louis Adams ’70
Dr. and Mrs. Steven L. Akins, Sr.
		 and Mr. Andrew C. Akins
	Mr. and Mrs. Kirk P. Bailey, Mr. Brice A.
		 Bailey ’02, and Mr. Brian H. Bailey ’00
Dr. Sam J. Cox III, Ms. Janet M. Cox,
		Ms. Ann Cox, and Mr. Sam J. Cox IV ’11
	Mrs. Claire K. Farmer
	Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Fisher ’72
	Mr. and Mrs. Cliff G. Frisby
		 and Mr. Andrew G. Frisby ’09
Dr. Laura Y. Fulton
		 and The Honorable Thomas H. Fulton
	Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood
	Mr. and Mrs. James E. Harwood III
	Mr. and Mrs. Maney Heckle
	Mr. and Mrs. Scott C. Hennessy
		 and Mr. Blake A. Hennesy ’11
	Mr. and Mrs. James S. Hinson, Mr. Matthew
		M. Hinson ’01, and Miss Allison Hinson
	Mrs. Ann Hunt
	Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence K. Jensen
		 and Mr. Lawrence K. Jensen, Jr. ’07
	Mr. and Mrs. Dan W. Lomax
	Mr. and Mrs. William Loveless
	Mr. and Mrs. J. Ralph Muller
		 and Mr. Louis S. Muller ’02
Dr. Barbara Cape O’Brien
	Mrs. Ginger G. Owings
		 and Mr. Douglas Lee Owings, Jr. ’03
Dr. and Mrs. Jack Roane
	Mr. and Mrs. Steven T. Rutledge
		 and Mr. John T. Rutledge II ’09
	Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Samaha
	Mr. and Mrs. W. Reid Sanders, Sr. ’67
		 and Mr. W. Reid Sanders, Jr. ’10
	Mr. and Mrs. R. Clinton Saxton
	Mr. William C. Saxton ’02
	Mr. and Mrs. Robert P. Sayle, Jr. ’66

Why We Give

by Cynthia and Mike Cross, 2010-11 Parent Fundraising Chairs

When Cynthia and I were asked to write this article for MUS
Today, we were delighted to accept the assignment because we feel so
strongly about the importance of giving to the MUS Annual Fund.
We give to the Annual Fund because we feel so blessed that
Michael ’08 and William ’11 have had the opportunity to attend
such a fine school. For the past eight years, we have seen first-hand
the outstanding quality of MUS and how valuable the “MUS experience” has been for our boys. I did not
attend MUS, and perhaps that makes me appreciate the school even more. We want other boys to have this
opportunity; we want the tradition of excellence to continue.
We also give because we understand that tuition only covers approximately 75 percent of the school’s
operating costs. Contributions to the Annual Fund allow MUS to properly fund many facets of school life,
including academics, athletics, fine arts, extracurricular programs, and facilities. Contributions also allow
teachers to hone their skills by attending professional development programs.
We give confidently because we have tremendous trust that the staff, faculty, and trustees will continue
to be good stewards of the funds that are contributed. We are confident that this group will use the money
wisely to further the school’s mission of developing well-rounded young men of strong
moral character.
Finally, we give because we believe that giving is the right thing to do; that is why
Cynthia has been a Phonathon volunteer for many years. Without this fund, tuition
would go up, making MUS unaffordable for many, and the quality of the MUS
MUS ANNUAL FUND
experience would suffer. We don’t feel comfortable
with either outcome. Please consider a gift or
To make a gift to the Annual Fund, call (901) 260-1350,
consider increasing your gift to ensure that the
give online at www.musowls.org/donate, or mail a contribution
to 6191 Park Avenue, Memphis, TN 38119.
tradition of excellence continues.

	Mr. and Mrs. Raymond E. Schultz
	Mr. and Mrs. Thomas P. Scott
	Mr. and Mrs. Louie P. Sheppard
	Ms. Harriet Stratton
	Mrs. Gail Thompson
		 and Mr. Bryan D. Thompson ’76
The Honorable and Mrs. Buford E. Wells

H

O N O R A R I U M S

Chad Ballentine ’96
Mr. and Mrs. Roger A. Byers, Sr.
John B. Ballentine ’90
Mr. and Mrs. Roger A. Byers, Sr.
CLASS OF ’80
Dr. and Mrs. Tod S. Singer ’80
Leslie C. Daniel, Jr.
	Mr. A. Robert Boelte, Jr.
Claire K. Farmer
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald J. Lazarov

William P. Fri ’71
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley L. Fri ’71

MUS BASKETBALL CHEERLEADERS
	Mr. and Mrs. Bruce A. Harrison

Ellis L. Haguewood
	Mr. and Mrs. Ronald J. Lazarov

W. BARRY RAY
	Mr. Scott S. Adams ’02

Lowell G. Hays IV ’09
Mrs. Trecia R. Hays

Spencer L. Richey ’15
Mr. and Mrs. Alvan E. Richey, Jr.

William M. Hays ’15
	Mrs. Trecia R. Hays

ANDREW F. SAUNDERS III
	Mr. and Mrs. Brian T. Lewandowski

Harry Hill IV ’10
Mrs. Robert Lockwood

Andrew P. Stevenson ’12
Mr. and Mrs. Richard A. Mattox

ANDREW L. JONES ’97
	Mrs. Margaret L. Samdahl

Grant W. Stevenson ’15
Mr. and Mrs. Richard A. Mattox

MICHAEL P. JONES ’01
	Mrs. Margaret L. Samdahl

NORMAN S. THOMPSON, JR.
	Mr. and Mrs. J. Davant Latham, Jr. ’80

M. CHRISTIAN KAUFFMAN, JR. ’10
	Mrs. Burt C. Kauffman

NICHOLAS T. VERGOS ’12
	Mrs. Carol M. Zeitler

Kamar R. A. Mack ’15
Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. White

Alexander W. Wellford, Jr. ’60
	Anonymous

Archie C. McLaren, Jr. ’60
Mr. Perry D. Dement

Alexander W. Wellford III ’89
Mr. and Mrs. Albert M. Alexander, Jr. ’84
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In Memory of

Charles Metcalf Crump (1913-2010)

A graduate of the original Memphis University School at age 16, Charles Metcalf
Crump ’30 played a crucial role in the founding of the new MUS. Crump called his work with
re-founding MUS “a great privilege.” He was a charter member of the Board of Trustees serving
as vice chairman for six years from 1954-1959. In honor of his work, his portrait now hangs in
Humphreys Hall.
“We will never forget what we owe him,” said Ellis Haguewood, headmaster. “Mr. Crump
deserves a prominent place in the pantheon of great leaders who established MUS in the 1950s.”
After earning a bachelor’s degree at what is now Rhodes College and a law degree from the
University of Virginia, he practiced law for 71 years at the law firm (now known as Apperson
Crump) founded by his grandfather and namesake, Charles Wesley Metcalf.
Although as a state legislator he was exempt from military service, he volunteered in 1943 as a U.S. Naval reserve
officer, serving as an air combat intelligence officer with a dive-bombing squadron in the Pacific Theatre and receiving a
letter of commendation from the admiral in charge of the operation.
Crump’s law career was marked by a host of honors, as was his involvement in many service organizations. He assisted
with the integration of the Greater Memphis Chamber and the Memphis Rotary Club, and helped establish the Church
of the Holy Communion, as well as Memphis Area Legal Services, Inc., which provides legal representation for the underserved. Crump played a major role in the Episcopal Diocese of West Tennesssee as chancellor. He was a Paul Harris Fellow,
an Outstanding Community Service Award recipient, and served as director and president of the Memphis Rotary Club
and foundation. He also served on the executive board of Rhodes College International Alumni Association. Crump was
a life member of the National Conference of Community and Justice, from which he received a Special Human Relations
Award and the Humanitarian Award.
Crump, 96, passed away on August 9, 2010, while at his home. He leaves his loving wife of 70 years, Diana Wallace
Crump; three sons and their wives, Charles Metcalf Crump, Jr. ’60 and Madeleine; Philip Hugh Wallace Crump ’62
and Beverly; and Stephen Beard Crump ’66 and Beth; two grandsons and their wives, Patrick Metcalf Crump and Holly,
and Claude Stephan Crump and Jennifer, and their mother, Michele Robin Crump; three step-grandchildren, Christian
Sanders, Julia Golden, and Olivia DeLozier; and four great-grandchildren, Charles Metcalf Crump III, Maceo Crump,
Taylor Crump, and Van Wallace Crump.

Thomas E. Harrison

by Aaron Wolf ’11

Things are not the same at MUS. We walk through the Campus Center expecting
to see him at the coaches’ table, but the table is empty. We line up for lunch expecting
him to yell, “Playin’ the game, fellas!” but there is only silence; you still hear MUS
students chatter in the lunchroom, but the absence of his voice leaves an underlying,
poignant silence that cannot be filled. He was available. He was approachable. We
could talk to him about sports, life, or anything at all. He took an interest in us.
Beloved athletic coach Tommy Harrison passed away on August 15, 2010.
We all knew Coach Harrison was ill, yet his death came as a surprise and saddened
all of us only two days into the new school year.
During Coach Harrison’s amazing 49-year coaching career, he taught and
coached at seven different high schools in sports across the athletic spectrum,
including football, basketball, track, cross country, and wrestling. He retired from
the Shelby County school system after 36 years and finished his 13th year at MUS
this past May. To say he was a coach’s coach would have been an understatement.
He loved sports, and he loved kids. Whether sharing knowledge with his students
or stories with the MUS community, Coach Harrison exhibited his warmth and
enthusiasm every day at school.
For many years, Coach Harrison hosted a weekly radio show on Friday nights
called “High School Scoreboard.” He knew all the schools and all the players.
First and foremost, he was a fan of the players, always eager to praise their
accomplishments.
While I am an Alabama fan, Coach Harrison was an Ole Miss fan; however,
he loved to talk Alabama football with me. He was knowledgeable and understanding and wanted the best for all of us. Simply put, Coach was interested in us as
individuals and as students, whether we played sports, loved to watch sports, or didn’t
like sports at all.
Coach Harrison has been a positive force in my life over the past five years,
and I will miss talking to him about this football season and life in general. May his
memory be a blessing to all who knew him. We’ll miss you, Coach.
Reprinted with permission from The Owl’s Hoot.
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Tommy Harrison joined MUS
in 1997 as a football and track
coach. In 2000 he was named
the head coach for wrestling. He
coordinated the Mid-South Football
Combine, which showcased high
school players for college coaches
and scouts. He also was the advertising sales manager for the MUS
football media guide for five years.
In 2007 the Tennessee
Secondary School Athletic Association (TSSAA) named him its A.F.
Bridges Contributor of the Year
for the Memphis area. This award
recognizes individuals who demonstrate the highest commitment to
high school sports.
He leaves behind his wife of
46 years, Carol, two grown
children, Angie and Tommy, Jr.,
and two grandchildren.

COVERS
Rob Baird ’05
by Allie Eiland

This summer Rob
Baird recorded and
released his studio album
“Blue Eyed Angels” on
Nashville’s Carnival
Records. In touch with
his country inclinations,
Baird brings a soulfully
crafted record to life as he touches on the desire to explore
the world and the way relationships change as people grow.
Considering this is Baird’s first full-length album, he presents
a spectacularly well-rounded and pensive album featuring
songs like the current radio hit “Could’ve Been My Baby”
and the simple sounding, surprisingly heavy “Fade Away.”
An avid guitarist since age 8, Baird decided to put
his hobby to use and booked a solo performance on Texas
Christian University’s campus. After an overwhelmingly
successful response to his show, Baird called some of his
talented friends for assistance and within two weeks after his
first performance, Rob Baird and the Whiskey Reunion was
formed. Garnering support from friends and fans, the group
got to work on their sound. After a brief tour, the group
disbanded, leaving Baird to continue his studies at TCU.
Baird soon attracted the attention of Scooter Carusoe,
a renowned Nashville songwriter. With Carusoe’s encouragement, Baird found a band that shared his love of Tom
Petty and Neil Young, two musicians Baird said inspired his
twang. Once the band laid down a few cuts, Baird found a
producer who sent the tracks to Frank Liddell and Travis
Hill, owners of the Nashville-based, independent record
label, Carnival Music.
Baird signed with Carnival Music as a songwriter and as
an artist with a record and publishing deal. He called in a few
friends and put together another band to flesh out his sound.
The band worked tirelessly during the recording process and
delivered a successfully polished album this summer.
Baird credits his success in part to his MUS experience,
which helped prepare him.
“MUS pointed me in the right direction for this and
really prepared me for life in general by making me become
teachable,” Baird said.

Michael Goodwin ’74

Michael Goodwin brings
you right to the trading floors
of Wall Street and exposes
the consuming environment
in his third novel, When
Vultures Dance, a pageturning thriller.
The protagonist, Seth,
a hedge fund manager,
finds himself sinking in the
quicksand that defines the
risk-taking and hard-driving
lifestyle of Wall Street. For Seth, work is all that matters,
until a competitor frames him for insider trading and the
downward spiral begins.
Blending precise business details with infatuation and
crime, Goodwin enhances the dilemmas many up-andcomers face as trading becomes their one and only concern.
“There was always the question as to how realistic the
story should be,” Goodwin said. “In the end, it’s a very
real portrayal of what happens on the trading floor, and
it’s entertaining to everyone, not just those in the business.”
As the tale unravels, Seth goes all-in on a manufacturing company and just so happens to fall for the owner’s
daughter, Lauren. Eventually ready to move beyond
trading and prove his innocence, Seth welcomes Lauren
into his life. Together, they escape the fiascos of Seth’s
trading lifestyle.
Goodwin is the author of two other novels, Junk and
Big Time, as well as a blog, The Wall Street Urinal (www.
thewallstreeturinal.blogspot.com). He lives in Wilton, CT,
with his wife, Buffy, and their three children: Luke, 14,
Spencer, 12, and Emory, 10.
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Send news to your class representative listed below or to Ann Laughlin at ann.laughlin@musowls.org
’58 Class Rep Needed.......... contact ann.laughlin@musowls.org
’59 Goodloe Early...........................................gearly2@aol.com
’60 Met Crump............................... metcrump@crumpfirm.com
Alex Wellford.............................. awellford@farris-law.com
’61 Scott May............................................sfmay@bellsouth.net
’62 Jerry Bradfield..................................... jbradfi293@aol.com
’63 Doug Ferris.....................................dferris@ffcfuelcells.com
’64 Bill Quinlen................................... wquinlen@bellsouth.net
’65 Bob Heller....................................... hrheller3@comcast.net
Rick Miller........................................... rmiller634@aol.com
’66 Chuck Smith..................................... duckhead50@aol.com
’67 John Pettey....................... john.pettey@morgankeegan.com
’68 Bill Ferguson................................................. 901-278-6868
’69 Scott Wellford................................. spwellford@gmail.com
’70 Steve Bledsoe..................................... bledsoe018@aol.com
Warren Ayres.................................. wwayres@bellsouth.net
’71 Barlow Mann......................... barlow.mann@sharpenet.com
Phil Wiygul................................... philwiygul@earthlink.net
’72 Denby Brandon......... denbybrandon@brandonplanning.com
Joel Hobson........................... jhobson@hobsonrealtors.com
’73 Cecil Humphreys....................... chumphreys@glankler.com
Wise Jones.....................................wise.jones@regions.com
’74 Mark Ruleman...............mark.ruleman@raymondjames.com
’75 Lee Marshall...................lee.marshall@jordanextrusion.com
’76 Lane Carrick .............................lane@sovereignwealth.com
Duke Clement.........................................dukclem@aol.com
’77 Bruce Moore............................... jmoore1977@comcast.net
’78 Joe Morrison............................. joe.m.morrison@gmail.com
’79 Fleet Abston......................................fabston@turlwave.com
Arthur Fulmer..................................afulmer@fulmerco.com
’80 Mel Payne....................................... mel_payne@yahoo.com
George Skouteris.............................. skouterislaw@aol.com

Upcoming Alumni Events
2011 Reunion Reps

Wednesday, January 12, 7:30 a.m., Loeb Conference
Room: Breakfast meeting for reunion reps in classes ending in 1 and 6.

Thirsty Thursday

Thursday, January 20, 5:30 p.m.: Calling all lawyers for a
happy hour event. Location TBA.

Battle of the Bands

Saturday, February 12, Hyde Chapel: Alumni, faculty, and
student bands compete for prizes. Contact Jonny Ballinger at
jonnyballinger@hotmail.com for more information or to enter.

Young Alumni Social

Thursday, February 17: Social event for MUS, Hutchison,
and St. Mary’s Classes of 1997-2006. Location and time TBA.

On the Road

Washington, D.C.: MUS will host an alumni event. If you live
in the D.C. area, watch for an invitation in February.
For more information on events, check our website at
www.musowls.org/NetCommunity/AlumniReunionsAndEvents
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’81 Rob Hussey......................................rjhussey3@comcast.net
Kelly Truitt..........................................kelly.truitt@cbre.com
’82 John Dunavant...................... john.dunavant@dunavant.com
’83 Jimmy Harwood......................... jharwood@wundernet.com
’84 Bob McEwan................ robert.mcewan@morgankeegan.com
’85 John Apperson................................ japperson@centllc.com
Craig Witt...................................... craighwitt@hotmail.com
’86 Andy McArtor........................................andy@mcartor.com
Ted Miller............................................ted.miller@mac.com
’87 Jonny Ballinger....................... jonnyballinger@hotmail.com
Bo Brooksbank.......................... boandalanna@bellsouth.net
’88 Max Painter................................... mpainter1@comcast.net
Fred Schaeffer.........................fschaeffer@memphis.nef.com
’89 Scott Sherman....................scott.sherman@ftnfinancial.com
’90 Brian Eason................................................... be@qifab.com
Philip Wunderlich....................... pwunder@wundernet.com
’91 Trent Allen..................................trenteallen@allenssteel.net
Darrell Cobbins.............. darrell@universalcommercial.com
Brett Grinder.............................bgrinder@grindertaber.com
’92 Chuck Hamlett...................... chamlett@bakerdonelson.com
Brandon Westbrook............ brandon.westbrook@gmail.com
’93 Thomas Quinlen ................................ quinletc@yahoo.com
Gil Uhlhorn.................................. guhlhorn@bassberry.com
’94 Ben Clanton...................................bclanton@duncanw.com
Kirby May....................................... kirbymay@hotmail.com
Jason Whitmore....................... avalanchez66@hotmail.com
’95 David Bradford................................ dbradford@ssr-inc.com
Gideon Scoggin...........gideon.scoggin@banktennessee.com
Will Thompson.......................... wthompson@nfcinvest.com
’96 Nelson Cannon........................nelsoncannon@hotmail.com
Robert Dow........................................mail@robertdow.com
’97 Trey Jones.................................... trey.jones@allenberg.com
Michael Thompson....................... mthompsonjr@gmail.com
’98 Erick Clifford...................................... eclifford@harbert.net
Don Drinkard................................ don.drinkard@cbre.com
Justin Lohman.................................. lohmanjw@yahoo.com
’99 Richard Burt.................................. richardtburt@gmail.com
Chip Campbell .........................chip.campbell3@gmail.com
Norfleet Thompson............................ nthomps9@uthsc.edu
’00 Michael Liverance................. liverance.michael@gmail.com
Ryan Miller...................................ryan@gullanecapital.com
’01 Paul Gillespie............................. pgillespie@wundernet.com
Daniel McDonell............................. dmcdonell@gmail.com
Battle Williford...........bwilliford@themetropolitanbank.com
’02 Gene Bledsoe.......................gene.bledsoe@ftnfinancial.com
Frank Langston................................... flangston@gmail.com
Will Saxton..........................................wsaxton@gmail.com
’03 Jamie Drinan................................james.drinan@gmail.com
Edward Nenon......................................enenon@gmail.com
’04 John Collier......................................... jcollier@collier.com
Elliot Embry.................................... elliotembry@gmail.com
’05 Kane Alber.......................................... kralber@olemiss.edu
Sam Sawyer........................... samhuttonsawyer@gmail.com
’06 Sam Coates ............................ CoatesLawnCare@gmail.com
Chad Hazlehurst................................ chazlehu@gmail.com
’07 West Askew.................................... west.askew@gmail.com
Blake Cowan............................................jcowan1@utk.edu
’08 Michael Cross..................... michael.s.cross@vanderbilt.edu
Connell Hall...................................wcchall@email.unc.edu
’09 Rhobb Hunter.......................................... rhunter5@slu.edu
Jim Moore............................................ jimmoore@uga.edu
’10 Stephond Allmond........................ stephondster@gmail.com
Hank Hill...........................................hank4hill@gmail.com
Jake Rudolph.............................. rudolphj14@mail.wlu.edu
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’59
	In Memphis for a Trezevant family
meeting, Stanley Hutter, who attended
MUS the first year it opened, reminisced
with Alex Wellford ’60 about MUS
classmates who played football at PDS,
when Gene Thorn first arrived. Both
Wellford and Hutter recalled a firstplay-in-the-game touchdown pass from
Claude Crawford ’58 to Jack Bomar in
a PDS win. Hutter also sent a clipping of a
Commercial Appeal article which referred
to the school’s deceptive T-formation
installed by Coach Thorn. The article gave
the weight of each junior high starter:
Claude Crawford 125, Kerry Patterson
’58 130, Lanny Butler 115, Goodloe
Early 145, Bill Butler ’58 145, Clyde
Patton ’58 120, Worthington Brown
’58 120, and Tommy Keesee ’59 115.
Hutter lives in Vallejo, CA.

’60
	The following classmates participated in this year’s reunion: Jim Allen,
Franklin Alley (drove from Nashville
for Saturday dinner), John Bondurant
(what a grand gathering John and Lucile
put on at their beautiful new home!),
Richard Brumfield (sent bio), Syd
Butler (came from Washington with
Julie), Bobby Byrd (came from El Paso
with Lee), Larry Chamberlin (sent bio),
Met Crump with Madeleine (big part in
planning Thursday and Saturday dinner
menus and many other reunion details),
Robert Dillard (came from WinstonSalem with Laura), Bill Doggrell (came
from Thayer, MO, with Elise), Allan
Gold (sent bio), William Gotten with
Camille, Kingsley Hooker, Kent
Ingram with Julane, Ned Laughlin
with Deedee, Scott Ledbetter with
Kathy, Mitch Legler (sent bio), Archie
McLaren (kudos to Archie and Carissa
Chappellet, coming from Avila Beach, CA,
with fabulous wines, providing an unforgettable night at Felicia Suzanne’s), Allen
Morgan, Robert Oates with Bunny,
Carl Olsen with Carol, George Owen
(came from Beaufort, SC, with Kay), Peter
Pace (came from Charlevoix, MI, and
brought his step-mom, Rosemary, to a
couple of dinners), Carlisle Page with
Meredith, Phillip Patterson (came from
Tullahoma with Teresa), Sam Rembert

50th Reunion for the Class of 1960
(Tonya was nursing a broken nose.), Todd
Slaughter (came from Columbus, OH),
C.D. Smith (came from Charleston with
Sally), Ned Smith with Sandra, Gene
Stansel (came from Greenwood, MS,
with Jere), Didi Strong (sent pictures
and some words), Ferrell Varner with
Tina, and Alex Wellford with Karen
(Karen’s restaurant, Crumpets, was the
venue for the class dinner on Saturday).
Carol Perel and Elise Stratton joined the
group on Saturday. Classmates remembered Phil Perel as a wonderful playmate
all his life – someone always starting new
ventures. Bill Stratton was the first to
frequent Alfred’s for just the right clothes
for the Ivy League look, and was always a
favorite among his classmates. The class
roll now has 37 names, one of whom is
lost. In all, 33 participated this year in
person (28) or by sending a biography. So
far, over 20 classmates have sent in short
and long, humorous and nostalgic biographies, highlighting triumphs and disasters
over the last 50 years. There were heartwarming tales, such as the recovery of
Byrd’s two sons from near-fatal burns and
his survival as a poet and publisher, and
Doggrell’s recovery from plane crashes
and Contra gunfire during photography
shoots and a staph infection that left him
paralyzed from the waist down for a good
while. We heard about recent adventures,
such as Butler’s two years in Provence,
Slaughter’s late parenthood, and Owen’s
new start as a real estate appraiser in a
coastal town where he can fish and sail
any day he chooses. Classmates had a
wonderful time reminiscing with former
teachers, David Morelock, who came from

New Orleans; Charley Kelley, who came
from Chattanooga; and Cy Pipkin. Also
joining the class for the class luncheon
was Ila Thorn, Gene Thorn’s widow,
married to Kelley when we were in school.
Pipkin is still teaching math, commenting
that students in his remedial math class
at Southwest Tennessee Community
College managed to get a passing grade
in high school algebra, without understanding fractions or positive and negative numbers. We were reminded that
our tennis coach, Kelley, had persuaded
the city to install the bubble at Leftwich
Tennis Center when he was the tennis pro
after leaving MUS. It was the only indoor
facility in town at the time. Last year,
Morelock retired from teaching and from
directing 173 different operas all over
North America and Europe. Many told
him that he was their best teacher ever
and that he had engendered a life-long
love of opera by having the class learn the
music and words to Carmen. May every
class have a 50th Reunion from which
so many classmates leave with such high
spirits and plans for the future.

’61
	Tammy and John Bell took their
usual two months in Montana, away
from our heat and humidity. Lisa and
Jody Brown joined them for some trout
fishing in the Bell’s new oar-powered
sweep boat. One evening they joined
Snow and Henry Morgan for dinner at
the Morgans’ new vacation hide-a-way
near Ennis, MT.

MUS TODAY

DECEMBER 2010

27

L A SS
Cnews

Marriages
Stan Fri ’71 to Colinthia Whyms
on April 17, 2010
Will Askew ’97 to Christy
Epperson on July 3, 2010
Micah Brafford ’98 to Courtney
Fitzgerald on July 17, 2010
Elliott Pope ’99 to Bridget Graf
on May 22, 2010
Jay Kaufman ’00 to Michelle
Goldwin on October 2, 2010
Russell Bloodworth ’01 to Katie
Stilwell on July 10, 2010
Brian Eason ’01 to Shanna
Humphries on October 8, 2010
Billy White ’01 to Rebecca
Andrews on June 12, 2010
Nicholas Challen ’02 to Natalie
Kelly on June 5, 2010
Derek Clenin ’03 to Kristen
Murdock on July 10, 2010
Alex DeBardeleben ’03 to Mary
Katherine Gilmore on June 5, 2010
Price Edwards ’05 to Sophie
Good on July 11, 2010
Frank Jemison ’06 to Amanda
Ayerst on June 26, 2010
Jim Benton ’07 to Laura
Bailey on May 22, 2010

Births
Lara and Gwin Scott ’83, a son,
Robert Lawson, born July 20, 2010
Jenny and Edward Burr ’87,
a daughter, Arianna Alyce, born
June 4, 2010
Morgan and Brandon Westbrook ’92,
a daughter, Mary Carol, born
July 9, 2010
Stephanie and Brian Edmonds ’94,
a daughter, Seaton Faye, born
July 26, 2010
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Ann and Ned Laughlin ’94,
a son, Harris Gannon, born
August 30, 2010
Lindsay and John Barton ’95,
a daughter, Emma Lucille,
born September 1, 2010
Brandi and Evan Johnson ’95,
a son, Mack Jones, born
August 20, 2010
Alexis and Michael Faber ’96,
a son, John Scott (Jack), born
June 20, 2010
Kristina and Drew Hyde ’96,
a daughter, Addison Louise,
born July 30, 2010
Libby and McLean Wilson ’96,
quadruplets, Mimi Sullivan
(Mimi), McLean Caruthers (Mac),
Yates Kemmons (Yates), and
Tucker FitzSimons (Fitz), born
September 30, 2010
Catherine and Eddie Aftandilian ’97,
a daughter, Charlotte Emilia,
born May 17, 2010
Camille and King Rogers ’98,
a daughter, Ruth Reid, born
July 7, 2010
Caroline and McCown Smith ’98,
a son, James McCown III (Mac),
born September 23, 2010
Peggy and Chip Campbell ’99,
a daughter, Margaret Watlington,
born May 15, 2010
Courtney and Jeff Morgan ’00,
a daughter, Rebecca Cahill,
born February 16, 2010

Deaths
Charles M. Crump ’30
J. Cash King ’58
William M. Ayres ’69
John A. Hummel ’69
James P. Corkren ’72
Thomas F. Hoehn ’72
Joseph C. Eggleston ’92
Richard W. Zambetti, Jr. ’02

Kay and Hammond Cole took an
Alaskan cruise and enjoyed the wildlife
and the shipboard night life.
	Doris and Dee Gibson cruised the
Mediterranean recently.
	Linda and Scott May spent two weeks
at their summer home in Monteagle with
their children and three granddaughters
(all under 4 years of age.) Scott said, “I
played golf once and did not go trout
fishing at all; too busy being ’Grande.’”
Our 50th Reunion will be this coming
fall; make your plans to attend. Anyone
wanting to help with the planning or
offer your home for a “get together” please
let me know.
	Astor Court, the palatial estate
overlooking the Hudson River, some 90
miles from NYC, is the home of Kathy
and Arthur Seelbinder, who hosted
the “Wedding of the Century.” Chelsea
Clinton was given away by daddy Bill.
Donald Trump, Oprah, and all the “A List”
were there; however, President Obama
did not make the guest list for the midsummer nuptials.

’62
We are beginning to think about our
50th Reunion in 2012. We had such a
good turnout in ’07 and would hope to do
even better with the big one. With that in
mind, Dan Copp and Jerry Bradfield
visited with the Development Office.
They have been most helpful in securing
e-mails and data on our classmates, and
told me that 12 members of our class, or
44% of us, gave $53,900 to the Annual
Fund. We had a great visit and a tour of
the school. In particular, we wanted to
see the very impressive recording studio
which John Fry helped set up. John
Hiltonsmith does a fine job of instructing
the boys in the use of it and has turned
out some graduates who have gone on
to pursue the field as a vocation. The
whole school looks so different from our
days. Dan and I both agreed that it has
a “collegiate” look and is most impressive. It is hard to imagine where it was
that John Martin used to send Warren
Montgomery sailing down the terrazzo
floors in the rolling waste basket! It is a
fine institution and we all need to make
periodic visits to see all the improvements
they keep making. I had a nice chat with
Perry Dement, director of advancement,
about memorials in general and he sent
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’66
	In his spare time, Henry Doggrell
serves as chairman of the board of
trustees for the Nature Conservancy of
Tennessee, a state-wide conservation organization, as well as treasurer of Memphis
College of Art, where he also serves on
its board of trustees. Henry and his wife,
Beverly, have three 20+ year olds on their
payroll who are graduating from college
this year and look forward to the day
when the combined disposable incomes of
the newly graduated begin to flow in the
opposite direction.

’67
45th Reunion for the Class of 1965
me more info which I’ll share in an e-mail
later on. There are some options we could
consider as a class if you are all interested.
Dan Copp first brought it up on the occasion of John Martin’s death, but there
have been other deaths in our class, and
each one is significant. If any of you are
interested in working on this, please let
me know, as it is imperative to have input
from the entire class on something like
this. On the sad occasion of the death of
Philip Crump’s dad, Charles Metcalf
Crump ’30, some of us were able to
attend the service at Holy Communion.
What a privilege to share in the celebration of such a wonderful life. He was a
remarkable man. Fred Smith shared via
e-mail that “He was a very good man and
exceedingly nice to me.” It was a treat to
get to see Philip’s mom who is as sharp as
ever. His parents and mine had the same
wedding anniversary back in 1940! It
was good to also visit with his brothers,
Met ’60 and Stephen ’66, and their
spouses. Fortunately, Philip agreed to
drop by Canon and Jamie Hall’s house
for a brief, but satisfying, visit with some
of his old St. Mary’s friends and MUS
buddies. Unfortunately, his fascinating
wife, Beverly, had to catch a flight back to
Santa Fe. I’m looking forward to visiting

with some of you during the phonathon
and I promise to take better notes and
turn them in to Claire Farmer the next
day if you will share some of your lives
with me. If anyone wants to join me in
the calling, please let me know. As always,
you can get in touch with me via e-mail at
jbradfi293@aol.com.

’63
Rusty Bloodworth received the
Lifetime Achievement Award from the
Memphis chapter of Lamda Alpha International, the land economics society.
John Hutchison lives in Seattle.
He says, “I’m extraordinally happily
married (no kids, two dogs, and various
cats), working as a shipwright (as a good
union man) at Todd Industries and visit
Memphis once in a while to see friends
(many from MUS days), and what little
family I have left.”

’65
Louis Johnson lives in Signal Mountain, TN, with his wife Katherine. They
have two children and four grandchildren.

Minor Vernon enjoys spending time
at his condo in the Highlands, and being
proud of his children. Son Stewart still
franchises swimming pool businesses
(maintenance and cleaning products).
He has sold approximately 58 franchises.
His daughter, Claire, just graduated from
nurse practioner school in Charleston.
Youngest son, Hampton, is a senior at
University of Georgia, and plans to go to
medical school. Minor says, “Wife Natalie
is still stuck with me.”

’68
Charlie Chapleau is busier than
ever working neurosurgery but managing
to avoid the lengthier cases. Charlie
and Mary Kay (White Station ’72) have
celebrated their 32nd anniversary and are
unwearily awaiting grandchildren from
four career-oriented children.
	On July 21, Steve Rhea, John
Fry ’62, Ardent Studios founder, John
Dando, Mike O’Brien and his wife,
Elizabeth, Jody Stephens (drummer for
Big Star), Richard Rosebrough (session
drummer and former Ardent employee),
David Bell (brother of Chris Bell ’69),
and Robert Hummel ’70, attended
the funeral for Robert’s brother Andy
Hummel ’69, in Weatherford, TX.
Andy, as a founding member of Big Star,
will be honored with a Beale Street Brass
Note for the group in Fall 2010.
Randy Estes is retired and living
atop his own private mountain west
of Little Rock.
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40th Reunion for the Class of 1970
Bruce Hopkins has been named as
a 2010 board member for The Leadership
Academy. Bruce’s youngest son, Grant ’09,
is a sophomore at the University of the
South, Sewanee, where he plays on the
men’s tennis team. Bruce is the new audit
chair for the St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital board of directors.
Steve Rhea was named a “Power
Player of 2010” in the investment
brokerage category by Memphis Business
Quarterly and a 2010 “Five Star Wealth
Manager” by Memphis magazine.
Richard Work is medical director
at Mark Luttrell Correctional Center, the
local state of Tennessee women’s prison.
Clay Yager is still in Memphis
working for business. In his free time, Clay
is involved with a radio jazz show called
Island Dreams through the University
of Memphis. His air name on U92FM is
Babalu. Check him out at www.memphis.
edu/wumr/profile_yager.php.

’69
	In addition to his work with Top Brass
Sport, Laurence Dobbins is running the
West Tennessee office for United Elevator
Services. Laurence is eager to brag about
the fact that his daughter Stephanie graduated from law school at the University of
Arkansas at Little Rock, and passed the bar.
Arthur Yeates has joined Askew
Hargraves Harcourt & Associates, Inc.
(A2H) as an architectural project manager.
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’70
When Claire Farmer asked for class
news from the Class of 1970, class rep
Steve Bledsoe wrote back to her:
“This is what we want in our 1970 class
info section of the next MUS Today. You
can correct the spelling and the punctuation, but other than that either put this in
or just leave us out. This is what MUS and
the Class of 1970 are all about.	 
	How do you sum up the Class of 1970 –
40 Years of Domination Reunion? Would
it be winning the Alumni Terrace with
a 92% increase in Annual Fund giving?
Would it be the largest reunion graduate/
attendee percentage in MUS history?
Would it be Maury - Milnor - Murphy Whitlock winning the Alumni Golf
Tournament? Would it be the dedication
of the plaque in the Ross McCain Lynn
Arena finally giving Dr. David Morris
credit for his Buzzard portraits? The
answer is NO. The best reunion in MUS
history is summed up by the lyrics of a
song that was popular during our days
at MUS, and was played at our reunion
parties on Friday and Saturday nights,
“Ain’t Too Proud to Beg.”
“Now, I heard a cryin’ man, is half a
man, with no sense of pride.” Well, when
the 58-year-old Buzzards read this e-mail
from their classmate, New Jersey Reverend
Frank Crumbaugh, they cried. So the
Original Buzzards are “half a man with no
sense of pride” and we are proud of it.

	Below: Rev. Frank Crumbaugh’s leaflet
insert for his parishioners on Sunday
September 26.
“The Rev. Joan Watson, a classmate at
General Theological Seminary, is presiding
today. Please make her feel welcome.
“Joan is here today because I’m
attending the 40th Reunion of the Class
of 1970 at Memphis University School.
As I have prepared to attend, I have been
moved by the photographs and life stories
of classmates that have appeared online
from school. There were 67 of us in my
class, and 62 are still living. 47 of us plan
to attend this Reunion – about 75%. Most
still live in or close to Memphis, though
there are those of us flying from some
distance, and one is coming literally halfway ’round the world from his home in
Thailand. I’m proud of us for doing that.
“I had anticipated how most of us
would be changed in appearance – less
hair and that remaining of a greyer tone…
wrinkles and care-lines that we couldn’t
imagine 40 years ago…more waistline,
needing the graces of a good tailor.
“What I had not anticipated was
their eyes…I look at the photographs of
my classmates, and whatever else has
changed, there remain the eyes of young
men I knew…young men of whom I was
one. As hard as a Southern boy’s school
could be, and as relentless and at times
brutal as we were with one another, we
did (and the attendance roster suggests we
still do) care for one another greatly. The
eyes say so.”

David Sacks and Hank Hill
Honored by Alumni
by Vicki Tyler

   The Alumni Executive Board recognizes alumni who symbolize the ideals of
honor, service, and involvement in the life of the school. At the board’s annual luncheon
in September, Jonny Ballinger ’87, president-elect, presented David O. Sacks ’90
with the Alumnus of the Year Award and named Harry Hill III ’66 the Volunteer
of the Year.
   The Alumnus of the Year Award is given to an alumnus who exemplifies community
leadership and personal integrity, personifying the school’s guiding principle of developing
well-rounded men of strong moral character. The Volunteer of the Year Award is given
to an alumnus who serves Memphis University School in a significant and needed way,
financially or with his time, throughout the year, seeking out opportunities to promote
the interests of the school.

Alumnus of the Year
David Sacks (right) graduated
from MUS in 1990, and became one
of the country’s most successful
Internet entrepreneurs. He credits the
school for giving him the academic
and extracurricular foundation for
his later ventures. “I wish every student in the country could experience
the kind of education I had at MUS,”
he said. “The school not only gave
me the academic skills but also the
leadership skills necessary to manage creative enterprises later on.”
Sacks was editor-in-chief of The Owl yearbook
during his senior year at MUS. He graduated from
Stanford University with a B.A. in economics and
earned a J.D. at the University of Chicago Law
School. As the first chief operating officer of PayPal,
he helped build the company, which sold to Ebay
for $1.5 billion in 2002. Subsequently, he produced
and financed the movie “Thank You for Smoking”
via his production company Room 9 Entertainment.
Recently he founded two new Internet companies,
Geni.com and Yammer.com.
Geni allows family members to collaboratively
build their family tree online. Yammer is a corporate
communications tool which brings together all of a
company’s employees inside a private secure social
network; it’s like a Facebook for companies.
“I feel fortunate to have a career that allows me
to pursue things I’m passionate about,” Sacks said.
Sacks and his wife, Jacqueline, have two
daughters, Reagan and Leighton.

Volunteer of the Year
Hank Hill (below) has worked tirelessly for MUS and was honored for his
years of volunteering for the school.
“I am thankful to Rankin Fowlkes
for dreaming up all the ideas that I can
volunteer for at school,” Hill said after
receiving the award. “Just like many
of you, I really love this school. I’ll be
celebrating my 50th reunion in six
years. Back then, Coach [Jerry] Peters
was our ninth-grade basketball coach
and Miss [Mary Nell] Easum taught us
to type.”
Hill has been an
MUS trustee since 1988
and serves as chair
of the Building and
Grounds Committee,
overseeing most of the
improvements made to
the property each year.
He also is a member
of the Drug and
Alcohol and Athletic
Committees. Hill is a
founding member of
the Thorn Society.
He owns Hank Hill Company, LLC, and is well
known as an excellent builder of fine homes. He
and his wife, Linda, have three sons, Sam, Tucker,
and Hank IV ’10. Hill graduated from Vanderbilt
University with a B.A. degree.
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35th Reunion for the Class of 1975
	Glankler Brown attorney and real
estate chairman Hunter Humphreys
has been named a Real Estate SuperLawyer
by Corporate Counsel Magazine. Hunter’s
designation means he’s honored as a Top
100 Lawyer in Tennessee and a Top 50
Lawyer in Memphis.
Randy Witherington is a professor
at the University of Memphis Department
of Architecture and teaches design.

’71
Preston Battle has joined DuncanWilliams as senior vice president of institutional equity sales. He was previously a
managing director at Morgan Keegan &
Company.
Bruce Edenton is recovering from a
riding accident (3-4 cracked ribs) out West
with his son, Carlyle. We are not sure if
it was a horse or a donkey, but he sure
busted his @$$.
	Roma and Barlow Mann are discovering that being empty nesters is not all
bad. Their son, Barlow, Jr. ’03, is in his
second year of law school at the University of Virginia after summer clerkships
with the federal court here in Memphis
and Burch, Porter, Johnson law firm.
Lawson’ 09 is a sophmore at Tulane and
majoring in SAE/frat life with a minor in
biology and math. Barlow said, “I learned
to respect my elders at the MUS Alumni
Tennis Round Robin held Homecoming/
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Reunion weekend. Those guys from the
class of 1960 came to play!”
Catherine and Robert Sharpe are
enjoying taking their young children,
Mary Catherine, age three, and Virginia,
almost one, to the zoo as often as possible.

’73
Buck Lewis, an attorney with Baker
Donelson, has been named a recipient of
the 2009-2010 Public Service Honor Roll
Award by the American Bar Association
Tort Trial and Insurance Practice Section
and its Law in Public Service Committee.
Montgomery Martin has been
elected to the board of directors of WKNO
Broadcasting.

’74
Will Chase was named West
Tennessee delegate for the Tennessee
Bankers Association board of directors.
Will is the president and CEO of Triumph
Bank.
Walker Sims works with the Sims
Law Firm and engages in the general practice of law in Southaven, MS. His office is
located across from the Snowden Grove
Baseball Fields at 5779 Getwell Road in
Southaven. He and his wife, Amie, have
three children: a son, Walker in the 9th
grade at MUS and two daughters, Amelia

and Eliza, in the 11th and 7th grades at
Hutchison. Walker has two adult children
from a previous marriage: a son, Charles,
who drove a tank in Iraq for the U.S Army,
and a daughter, Annie S. Schuler, who
both live in Oxford, MS. Amie is teaching
philosophy, ethics, and world religions at
CBU in Memphis.

’75
Bob Wilder and his wife Lisa have
three children, Liz, Claudia, and Michael
’10. In addition to being associate vice
president for Wells Fargo, Bob is president
of the Larry Hatchett Fishing Foundation.

’76
	A group of friends from the Class of ’76
gathered on Saturday, September 11, at a
fishing camp in Arkansas to celebrate our
friendship with our classmate Walter
Jones. Walter was diagnosed with ALS in
March 2008. Friends traveled from several
states to spend time with Walter, share old
stories, and catch a few fish. A few beers
were consumed as well. In attendance
were David Preston, Steve Hickman,
Jay Langenfelder, Rob Hyde, Sam
Varner, Gib Wilson, Steve Barton,
Lane Carrick, and, of course, Walter.
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’78
Bill Dunavant has been named as a
board member for 2010 for The Leadership Academy.

’80
Howard Cannon continues to enjoy
his retirement. He graciously allowed us to
party in his condo overlooking Tom Lee
Park. Much fun was had by all. Brooke
Rodriguez donated the beverages.
Brooke lives in Miami with wife Suzanne
and twin boys, Colin and Andrew. Brooke
is head of marketing for Bacardi, Inc.
Chip Crawford attended the Friday
night festivities at the home of Jerry and
Lou Martin. Chip lives in Rossville, TN,
with wife, Kelly, and son, James Dandy
Crawford.
Warwick Garner and wife Cathy
live in Memphis and are trying to finally
empty their nest. They have one child left
at home. Warwick runs a travel agency
in Memphis. All luggage travels for free if
you book through Warwick.
Steve Johnson attended the reunion
from Tupelo, where he owns a furniture
business with his brother Eric. Steve’s son,
Fletcher, recently earned a golf scholarship to Mississippi State University.
	Dana and Don Miller attended the
reunion. They traveled from Houston

where they live with their two children,
Jack and Taylor. Don designs blow-out
preventers for British Petroleum of North
America
Dan Robertson is a neurosurgeon
in Ocala, FL, where he lives with his wife
and teenage daughters. He has generously
offered $80 off of any lobotomy.
Todd Singer and wife Amy live
in East Memphis with their three
daughters. Todd has a dental practice
and has donated a teeth whitening for
the first 80 teeth from the class of 1980.
George Woodbury is a dermatologist
with an office in Cordova. In the Woodbury tradition, he has many kids who
attend schools from Lausanne to Georgetown. In observance of the Class of 1980
reunion, he is offering an $80 discount on
the removal of three moles. For various
reasons, that offer is not valid for Hopie.

’81
Paulo Aur made it as far as the
finals in the Memphis Business Journal’s
inaugural CFO of the Year award, but
unfortunately, he did not win.
Lance Fair moved his family to
Orlando in 2007, and the move has been
great. Lance says, “We miss family and
friends in Memphis, but love the Florida
climate and lifestyle. Aside from working
hard, I play golf at the Country Club of
Orlando as often as possible (and other

courses when possible). I had the great
opportunity to play at Augusta National
earlier this month – the experience of a
lifetime! We have our first high school
graduate, Lauren, who will attend Auburn
in the fall. Courtney is the actress in our
family and spent 12 weeks this spring
in Los Angeles. She will be in the 11th
grade. Our son, Fletcher, plays soccer
and lacrosse and will be in the 8th grade.
Karen and I have made many friends
and stay involved in our local church
and neighborhood. This summer we will
celebrate our 24th wedding anniversary.”
Greg Harris lives in Midlothian, TX
(30 miles south of Dallas), with his wife
of 22 years, Jill. Jill has turned in her
accounting career, gone back to school,
and is now a working R.N. at a Dallas
hospital. Their daughter, Samantha, is
just finishing up her freshman year at the
University of Texas and is an advertising
major. Greg says, “I, the weak link in
the group, was laid off last year from my
director of operations job due to an acquisition, and am looking for my next career
opportunity.”
Billy Orgel was recently selected
to serve on the Port Commission for
Memphis and Shelby County. His son,
Benjamin, is a freshman at the University
of Texas at Austin this fall, following in
his dad’s footsteps.
Robert Shy and his family survived
the May floods in Nashville. He is in his
25th year at Morgan Keegan and has

30th Reunion for the Class of 1980
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’84
Bruckner Chase swam in the
Monterey Bay Swim, which is approximately 28 miles, on August 24 with a time
of 13:50.

’85
David Rudolph, Ray Moore, Bud Thrasher, and Kevin Russell, all from the Class of
1981, are pictured at the Reynolds National Golf Course. Several members of the class
traveled to Andy Meyer’s house on Lake Oconee in Georgia for their fourth annual
golf outing. According to one participant, the tradition started at Orange Beach but
has gravitated toward Meyer's home over the years due to Andy’s “green egg steaks.”
recently earned his Accredited Wealth
Management Advisor (AWMA) designation. Robert says, “It’s a good complement
to the Accredited Fiduciary Advisor (AIF)
designation I earned some time ago. I
focus mainly on retirement plans, but
still have some retail clients who let me
manage the money on a discretionary
basis. If I cannot get discretion, then they
can go elsewhere, life’s too short.” Robert
is traveling on business some but still
finding time to play golf at Belle Meade
on occasion.
	The Leadership Academy has named
Kelly Truitt as a 2010 board member.

’82
Woody Degan of Memphis Sound
Entertainment, Memphis, TN, has been
selected by Sid Bernstein to produce a
series of concert events in Citi Field,
Flushing Meadows, NY. Bernstein, 92, is
the ground-breaking producer and worldrenowned “Father of the British Invasion.”
The concerts, which will feature both
British and American artists, including
some of the big names Bernstein
produced, will commemorate Bernstein’s
original August 15, 1965, landmark
concert featuring The Beatles in Shea
Stadium, which was located next door to
Citi Field before it was demolished in 2009.
The concerts are slated to become annual
events leading up to the 50th Anniversary of the British Invasion in 2015. In
2010, Degan has produced over 35 major
concerts in nine states, including over 40
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Memphis events for AutoZone Park, the
week of Official Events for The Kentucky
Derby, and has assisted on NBC’s Today
Show. In addition to producing the
events, Degan often acts as chief engineer
and/or as a supporting act with his group,
The Memphis Sound Band. Woody said,
“I flew to New York to have dinner with
Sid. What an awesome experience. And
now, we’re in business together! He’s also
accepted a position on our board of directors. Too much for words.” Woody also
has a new album coming out in the spring
of 2011, and Memphis Sound Records has
been awarded a distribution deal with a
major label.

’83
Brian Sullivan (pictured below) has
been appointed to the U.S. Tennis Association’s board of directors for the state of
Tennessee. He will serve as vice president
for the Memphis area, working to develop
new programs and promote the growth of
tennis in this area.

	The 25th Reunion kicked off in earnest
with a post-game cocktail party Friday
night at Jeannie and Owen Tabor’s
home, which was comfortably familiar to
many attendees – Owen grew up in the
house, and he bought it from his parents
only a few years ago. Saturday night, the
class gathered Downtown at Ernestine &
Hazel’s, feasting on delicious Soulburgers
while time-warping back to the ’80s, as
cover-artist Walrus masterfully performed
some of the best tunes from that era.
Many thanks to the Reunion Committee,
and especially to John Apperson, for
planning and presenting the weekend.
	Also spotted at reunion events were
John Albritton, Mike Armstrong,
Andrew Babian, Jim Barton,
Mike Carroll, Bob Coleman, Chris
Crosby, Reg Degan, Tim Donovan,
Allen Halliday, Will James, Jeff
Kelsey, Dudley Lee, Lon Magness,
Dede Malmo, McNeal McDonnell,
Anthony Morrison, Richard Nichol,
Salil Parikh, Drew Renshaw, Jeffrey
Rowe, David Selberg, Ted Simpson,
Clay Smythe, Jay Steed, Andrew
Walt, Don Wiener, Scott Williams,
and Tim Wise. For those who missed this
chance, your next opportunity is 2015.
We hope to see you then!
Bill McKelvy attended the weekend
festivities and writes: “I enjoyed seeing
folks at the reunion, many of them for the
first time in many years. I hope visitors
to St. Louis will get in touch with me
(wmckelvy@wustl.edu) if they are up in
my neck of the woods.”

’86
Stewart Austin was selected by his
peers for inclusion in The Best Lawyers in
America 2011.
Cliff Goldmacher wrote the lyrics
for Grammy-nominated jazz vocalist Jane
Monheit’s new song, “It’s Only Smoke,”
on her newly-released album, “Home.” As
a result, Cliff received his first mention in
The New York Times.

Alien Relations

Y

3

he said. “But you’re welcome to speak
with the commissioner about the matter.”
That’s easier said than done, since
by Rebecca Greer
the commissioner is never available for
MUS has long touted respect for diversity,
interviews and rarely visits the campus.
0T
R
and nowhere is this more evident than in the
He
has been sighted only a few times,
H
A N N V ER SA
I
Alumni Basketball League (ABL). Not only do ABL
most recently when the league moved into
members embrace those who don’t play basketball
the newer athletic building, 20-plus years ago.
well, they also embrace those who don’t call Earth “home.”
“The move was a glorious day for the ABL,” said
“Yes, it’s true,” said Judd Peters ’81. “We allow aliens*
E. “Buddy” Haguewood, namesake of the B League
to play in our league, provided they don’t take unfair
and a sometime representative of the commissioner.
advantage. We initially considered banning players who
“The voyage into the new headquarters was followed
could read our minds, but it turned out not to be necessary.
by a reception, which broke up early when many of
We weren’t usually thinking about our plays, so mind
the aliens had to leave – something about time-space
reading didn’t give them any benefit.”
continuums,” he said. “But we must always remember that
As the league marked its 30th anniversary, Peters
our alien ABL players are to be thanked for many students
recalled the early days of the organization that he, with the
joining the MUS family.”
help of others, created.
As it turns out, positive ABL-alien relationships actually
“We began with ‘shirts and skins,’ and grew into A, B,
result in numerous sons of aliens becoming members of
and C Leagues, based on levels of skill,” Peters said. “We
the student body each year.
eventually lost the A League, because we didn’t have a
How do the other students accept the “alien boys?”
team skilled enough to maintain it.”
“You can’t really tell the difference between sons of
When asked if aliens played any role in the loss of the
alumni and sons of aliens,” Haguewood said. “Behavior is
A League, Peters became dodgy in his comments.
the same. Strictly speaking, it doesn’t make any difference
“I can neither confirm nor deny the statement that
if an MUS boy is green on the outside. They are all red and
aliens played a role in the disappearance of the A League,”
blue on the inside.”
*The ABL refers to all non-alumni players as “aliens.”

2010 ABL Champions

Net Hangers won the B League. Team members were Webster Cannon ’02, Wade Rhea ’98, Joe Abrahams ’96,
alien Elvis Shikuku, Blake Rhea ’94, alien Adam Underwood, and Peter Zanca ’06.

Thunder won the C League. Team members were Henry Talbot ’03, Michael Murphy ’03, Steed Carson ’03,
Clay Chapman ’03, Marcus Moss ’04, John Summers ’05, and alien Hunter Ferguson.
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25th Reunion for the Class of 1985
Lee Harkavy recently made equity
partner at his law firm, Wyatt, Tarrant &
Combs, where he practices mergers and
acquisitions and general transactional law.
Alex Pritchartt and his wife, Sarah,
recently moved back to the NYC area.
They are now living in Darien, CT, and
have three children – Kathleen (5), Van
(3.5), and Patrick (2). Alex is still working
for Deutsche Bank trading mortgage bonds.
Trent Scull is in Memphis working
at Robert W. Baird out of Milwaukee, a
regional investment banking firm. His
title is managing director.
Steve Shipley rejoined J.P. Morgan in
March as a global investment specialist in
J.P Morgan’s Private Bank in Dallas. Also,
Steve says, “I am still listed as a top five
defensive tackle in the MUS 2010 football
program – just kidding on that one!”
	Audrey and Evan Speight welcomed
their second child, Caden Alan Speight,

on August 29, 2009. He was born nine
weeks premature at only 31 weeks old
after Audrey’s eight-week long stay on
bed rest in the hospital. It was touch
and go there for a while. He spent eight
weeks in the NICU before he was released
to come home last October. He is now a
completely healthy, happy 1-year-old with
no lasting problems from his somewhat
rocky start. We feel truly blessed that
things turned out so well. Our other son,
Graham, started first grade this year. Evan
continues to work at IBM Research in
Austin, TX. This past year he was named a
“Master Inventor,” a distinction reserved
for less than 1% of all IBM research
members, for contributions to IBM’s intellectual property. Evan currently has ten
granted U.S. and foreign patents covering
fields of computer microarchitecture,
network design, and memory subsystems. He still has 50 additional patents
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filed (“patent pending”), hopefully to be
granted in the next year or so. He was
an integral part of the design of several
aspects of the Blue Waters machine (www.
ncsa.illinois.edu/BlueWaters) over the past
seven years, a supercomputer designed
and built by IBM. Blue Waters will be
installed at the NCSA (National Center
for Supercomputing Applications) at the
University of Illinois early next year with
a top speed of 10 petaflops (10^15 calculations per second). When it comes out, it
will be the fastest supercomputer on the
planet and will be used by researchers
all over the country in universities and
national labs to develop algorithms to
solve problems not currently possible with
today’s machines. Evan, his wife Audrey,
sons Graham and Caden, dogs Abby and
Smilla, cat Mocha, and two birds Callie
and Salty reside in Austin, Texas. Oh, they
have a fish, too.

Centering
the City
by Lilly Rice

For Paul Morris ’92, home really
is where the heart is and also where
his work is, now that he is president
of the Center City Commission
(CCC) and, thus, the new leader for
Downtown Memphis.
Morris, who lives in the South
Bluffs neighborhood with his wife,
Mary, and his son, Courtland, said
Downtown is the heart, the brand, and the identity
of the city. And, according to Morris, it’s in need
of some help.
“As someone who loves Memphis, I am scared
for its future,” he said. “Memphis needs saving, and
there are dangerous issues that need resolution.
The most efficient way to save the city is through
an effective Downtown strategy.”
With plans to fix up and clean up the area, Morris
said he sees limitless possibilities for its development,
and his plans would benefit more residents than just
those who live and work Downtown.
“By rejuvenating the Downtown district, the
entire city will benefit,” he said. “Our efforts will
improve the city’s economy and make Memphis a
more well-rounded place to live.”
To date, Downtown is the densest neighborhood
in the city. During the last decade, the Downtown
population increased by 12 percent while the overall
number of Memphians decreased. With more than
23,000 residents living along the Mississippi River
and the trolley tracks, Morris knows he is not alone
in his mission to fix up Downtown Memphis.
Between the new University of Memphis Cecil C.
Humphreys School of Law and the Bass Pro Shops
store to open next fall, it is clear that investors see
Downtown Memphis as a profitable venture.
“Over the last decade, our Downtown has improved
significantly,” Morris said. “Downtown Memphis is

truly a talent magnet, and people
are increasingly developing the
area and choosing to live and
work Downtown.”
Since officially assuming his post
as CCC president at the beginning of
July, he said he now can get to his
office in nearly the blink of an eye.
Morris can drive to work in less
than five minutes, or, he can hop on a trolley and
arrive after a few stops. If the weather is bearable,
he simply can walk down Main Street to the CCC.
Before joining the CCC, Morris was a director
and shareholder with Martin, Tate, Morrow &
Marston, P.C., which Morris compared to the MUS
culture and environment.
“Lawyers, like students at MUS, are taught to
be extremely ethical, professional, and committed
to strong moral values,” he said. “At the firm, I was
working with several men who graduated from MUS,
so we shared similar modes of thinking and, in a
sense, a fraternal bond.”
Before joining the Memphis law firm, Morris
worked with The Honorable Julia S. Gibbons at
the U.S. District Court for the Western District of
Tennessee, with O’Melveny & Myers LLP in New
York City, and, most recently, the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Sixth Circuit, again with Gibbons.
While he will always consider himself a lawyer,
Morris said he was ready for a challenge, and the
opportunity at the CCC was too appealing to pass up.
“I was ready to be the leader of an organization,
and I had been on the CCC board for five years, so I
identified with its mission,” he said. “Several candidates applied, and, honestly, I didn’t think I would
get it, but I had to give my best effort.”
For more information about the Center City
Commission, visit www.downtownmemphis.com.
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families and friends who have been
affected by cancer. You can find it on
amazon.com. Chris has spent most of the
year living as writer in residence at the
Fairhope Center for the Writing Arts in
Fairhope, AL, working on another book.
Chris’s fiction and nonfiction work have
appeared in Esquire, The New York Times,
ESPN: The Magazine, Shenandoah, and
Men’s Journal.

’93

15th Reunion for the Class of 1995

’89
Bryan Barksdale, his wife Kristi,
and their three boys live in Austin, Texas,
where Bryan has taken a new position as
general counsel for Bazarvoice, a social
commerce company.
Jim Gilliland is a senior VP at
Morgan Keegan & Company in their
Municipal Banking division. Jim and his
wife, Kathryn, have three children: Evan,
age 4, and twins, Walt and Jordan, age 2.
Pat Hopper is a manager at FedEx
Express Strategic Sourcing division,
responsible for the global sourcing of
FedEx vehicles and airport ground
support equipment. Pat and his wife,
Angie, have two daughters: Sara Kate
is 10 and Lauren is 8, and both are at
Hutchison.

’90
Paul Berz serves on the board of
directors for MIFA.
Jeff Kerlan is a cardiologist and
partner with Memphis Heart Clinic.
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’91
Braxton Brady has published a new
book, “The Flight Plan,” with Presbyterian
Day School Headmaster Lee Burns. The
book was developed out of the Building
Boys, Making Men program at PDS.
Braxton also has a website for his book at
www.theflightplanbook.com.
Rey Flemings has moved to San
Francisco with his wife, Christina, and
his son, Jackson, and launched a new
web start up called Stipple. The application allows web publishers or users to tag
products within an image, and link to
purchase that product, or to add information about objects or people in the image.
The Stipple application is being launched
with Six Apart (www.sixapart.com), a
blogging software maker; Jive Records, a
Sony music label that represents Justin
Timberlake, R. Kelly, Britney Spears
and Pink among others; and the media
company E.W. Scripps. Rey’s new startup
has received favorable coverage in the
both The New York Times and TechCrunch.
You can check out the application at
www.stippleit.com.
Chris Schultz has written a new
book, with his sister, which came out in
September. “Planet Cancer” aims at the
community of young adults and their

Hemant Gupta has joined the
board of directors of the Memphis Music
Foundation.
Phillip McDermott is going to
the University of Memphis to pursue his
master’s degree in teaching English as a
second language. He says, “I am excited
about the opportunity to learn more
about teaching, particularly as it applies
to such a growing educational need in
America and abroad.”

’95
Ben Cousins recently finished his
general surgery residency in Las Vegas,
NV. He is living in Miami and doing his
plastic surgery fellowship at the University
of Miami.

’96
Kerr Tigrett has been named a
2010 board member for The Leadership
Academy.
Matt Weathersby has been named
one of Memphis’ top 25 commercial
brokers for 2010.

’97
Matt Stemmler was promoted to
associate vice president at Morgan Keegan
& Company.

’98
Galloway Allbright is a huge
unsuccess in the comedy business out in
LA. Please go visit him. Seriously. Take
him something to eat. Please.

Swinos
Bring Home the Bacon
by Rebecca Greer

Photo by The Commercial Appeal

Cooking isn’t the only hotly
contested aspect of the Memphis in
May World Championship Barbecue
Cooking Contest, where pigs vie
not only to be declared tastiest
morsel, but also best singer-dancer,
most outlandish fashionista, and
all-around rock star.
This competition, titled Ms. Piggy
Idol, is a porcine-themed talent
show. In order to ham it up, grown
men and women don outlandish
costumes (think “tutus and swine
snouts”) and perform their best
song and dance routines. And two
MUS alumni, Justin Taylor ’95 and
Cameron Mann ’96, heated up the
contest as first-time challengers,
the Swinos.
Mann and Taylor faced tough
competition, particularly from
Swinos Justin Taylor, Jordan Sheik, and Cameron Mann celebrate their success.
Chi-Town Cookers with their version
of “Footloose,” and veteran pork rockers Sons of Bacchus, who wowed the crowd with “Sweet Swine of Mine.” But the Swinos
remained undaunted. With three weeks of rehearsal and an arsenal of Goodwill costumes, they took the stage like experienced
pig talent show professionals to perform their showstopper, “Rib in a Box.”
When the mesquite smoke had cleared, neither the Chi-Town Cookers nor the Sons of Bacchus were a match for the Swinos’
early-90s-inspired R&B performance. The judges announced their decision and the Swinos danced away with first place.
“This means that we are contenders. We know that we
can compete in the international spectrum,” said Mann after
the Swinos’ victory. “This is going to be the first of many. This
is not the last you’re going to see from us.”
That seems certain. The Swinos recorded their winning
song at Young Avenue Sound in Midtown, citing musical
influences such as Peaches and Herb, Jodeci, and Barry
White. Overseeing the recording session was legendary
producer Maury Finklestein, who wrote the 1977 hit,
“The Finky Gets Kinky.”
The Swinos, like any good chef, won’t divulge any
secrets about what they have in store for their fans at next
year’s contest. But rest assured it will be surprising and
probably saucy.
Cameron Mann gives a trophy-winning performance.
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10th Reunion for the Class of 2000

’99
Frazier Baker has been named one
of Memphis’ top 25 commercial brokers
for 2010.

’00
Charley Foster graduated from the
University of Mississippi School of Law
in the spring and has now joined Burch,
Porter and Johnson in Memphis.
Chris Hamilton graduated from the
University of Mississippi School of Law
in the spring and has now joined Farris
Bobango in Memphis.
Ronny Kwon is working at Merrill
Lynch in Memphis as a financial advisor.
He is the volunteer PR manager for the
Memphis Farmer’s Market and regularly volunteers at the Farmer’s Market
on the weekends. Ronny has also been
volunteering for Memphis Habitat for
Humanity.
Brad Russell and his wife, Katy,
live in Phoenix, AZ, where Brad is the
assistant front office manager for Four
Seasons Hotel.

’01
Mark Awdeh completed a summer
internship at Credit Suisse in NYC and is
currently in the second year of his MBA at
Yale University.
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Kip Gordon has been named vice
president of Muddy’s Bake Shop.
Al Newberry has been in Korea for
just over one year now. He is still teaching
English at an elementary school on the
island called Jeju-do. He is also working
as a photographer and reporter for a local
newspaper and has upcoming projects
with Yonhap, Korea’s biggest wire news
service.

’02
	A group of peers recently voted Scott
Adams “the sexiest bond salesman in SW
Tennessee.”
John Adrian is the new director of
finance and operations at Grace-St. Luke’s
Episcopal School, his elementary and
middle school alma mater. He says, “It’s
good to be back.”
Tom Bledsoe is teaching world
history at Melrose High School.
Tyler Clemmensen has entered the
University of Tennessee College of Medicine as a member of the Class of 2014.
Gene Douglass is living in Memphis
with his wife, Noelle. He is working in
sales for Holiday Ham.
Sean Foley has started a hedge fund
in Memphis called Leeds Capital.
Brooks Hamner earned the Chartered Financial Analyst designation from
the CFA Institute. He is a senior finanical
analyst at Mercer Capital in Memphis.
Seth Holm is living in Atlanta, GA,
and recently joined Concourse Capital
Partners L.P., a long-short equity fund, as

a research analyst. Seth previously worked
as an associate in the asset management
division of Edge Capital Partners LLC.
Yusuf Malik is in his last year of law
school at the University of Tennessee.
Joe Pegram just finished his MBA at
Ole Miss and is living in Oxford working
as vice president for Randall Commercial Group, LLC, which is a full-service
commercial real estate investment firm
and brokerage, operating all over the
Southeast. He is also in the process of
launching a recreational land arm of the
company to facilitate the purchase and
sale of farm and hunting land.
Wesley Phillips is in his third year
of medical school at the University of
Tennessee in Memphis doing clinical
rotations.
Robert Rowan is in the graduate
film program at the University of
Memphis.
Amin Shazly is in his third year
of med school at Lincoln Memorial
University. He’s doing his rotations in
the Memphis Methodist hospitals so is
in Memphis these days and happy to be
living at home for free.

’03
Trae Bryant presented the MUS
Alumni Book Award at Grace-St. Luke’s
annual awards ceremony. After a two-year
stint selling commercial real estate, Trae
will enroll in law school at the University
of Arkansas.
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Knighthawk Pilot
					
Takes
Flight
by Lilly Rice

Just like the helicopters he flies, Gatlin Hardin’s ’04
career in the U.S. Navy has taken off.  
Hardin, who graduated in 2008 from the Naval
Academy with a degree in ocean engineering, will soon be
flying Guam’s blue skies.
“Right now, I am actually flying and learning the ins
and outs of the helicopter I will be using in Guam,” he said.
“This way, I will be prepared to fly in the fleet and do the
missions after leaving the training facilities in California.”
Flying the MH-60S Knighthawk and armed with his
Wings of Gold, Hardin will be running logistics missions
while stationed in Guam. Whether moving goods, people,
or supplies, or conducting search-and-rescue missions, he’s
ready for the challenge.
“The military is well respected and liked in the
community,” he said. “And, my assigned squadron is the
only search-and-rescue asset for the area, so all of our
missions will be very rewarding.”
Hardin sees his upcoming adventure not only as a way
to serve his country and the people of Guam but also as
a great opportunity to continue his journey across the
world. After graduating from the Naval Academy, Hardin
has welcomed several changes of location and rank. None
however, has been as extreme as his ever-approaching
relocation to the Western Pacific.
No longer a midshipman after graduating, Hardin was
a commissioned ensign in the Navy. At the same time, he
took off from Annapolis, MD, and landed in Pensacola, FL,
to begin several stages of flight training – aviation preflight
indoctrination (API), to be exact.
While learning the fundamentals of flying at the Naval
Air Station (NAS) Pensacola, Hardin flew a helicopter
for the first time. Although the two were more or less

strangers, Hardin knew it
was the aircraft for him.
“Helicopters are significantly more maneuverable
than other aircraft,” he said.
“They’re able to stop on a
dime and move forward
and backward. Plus, they
can fly slowly and low to
the ground.”
Following his six weeks at API, Hardin spent the next
six months in primary flight training at NAS Whiting Field,
a base near Milton, FL. There, he mastered the objectives
of flying and, accordingly, entered advanced flight training,
another six-month experience also at NAS Whiting Field.
In time, he earned his Wings of Gold and advanced to an
assigned fleet replacement squadron at NAS North Island,
where he learned everything about his helicopter, the
Knighthawk.
Although his commitment to the Navy has taken him
far beyond Memphis, Hardin has never flown away from
his experience at MUS.
Fellow alumni Austin Hulbert ’01, Trevor Knight ’02,
Blake Lindsey ’03, and Wilson McManus ’05 also
attended the Naval Academy and have been, according
to Hardin, “huge encouragements to those of us from the
academy.”
“MUS teaches you how to prioritize and take care
of your responsibilities,” Hardin said. “Everyone at MUS
encouraged me to be involved and to have a full plate.
Because of this, my eyes were opened to all of the
opportunities one has after high school.”
Following his high school years, Hardin has held up his
side of the bargain and is making MUS, Memphis, and the
United States proud.
And, he still has a plate full of responsibilities. When
he’s not maneuvering the Knighthawk through the sky,
Hardin is spending plenty of time on the ground with his
wife, Breen.
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’04
Gordon Conaway will graduate in
2010 from University of Tennessee College
of Law.
Hays Mabry has headed to the Big
Apple to work for Wells Fargo. He will be
covering the energy MLP space within
their equity research department.

’05
Jordan Crawford is currently in
graduate school at Wake Forest, working
on a Ph.D. in neuroscience.
John Hammons is working as a
financial advisor at Wells Fargo Advisors
in Memphis.

Ethan Knight has recently passed
the engineering intern exam and is now
an engineer intern for Askew Hargraves
Harcourt & Associates.
Mili Patel graduated from East
Tennessee State University in 2009 with
a double major. He received a Bachelor of
Science in chemistry and microbiology.
Currently, Mili is enrolled at the University of Tennessee College of Pharmacy in
Memphis, with an expected graduation
date of May 2014. When he is not in class,
Mili is employed as a general manager
of a family-owned hotel, and employed
as a certified pharmacy technician at
Walgreens.
Jesse Robinson is currently working
as a financial advisor at Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC in the Germantown office. He is
working with Bob Wilder ’75, financial
advisor. They are able to respond to all of
your investment needs.
Jon-Michael Taylor stayed in Knoxville after graduation and has been with
Jewelry Television as an inventory integrity analyst for about a year and a half.

’06
Andrew Alexander was named to
the Rhodes College Dean’s List for the
2010 spring semester.
Benjamin Ashley was named to the
Rhodes College Dean’s List for the 2010
spring semester.

Whit Cox was named a president’s
scholar for the 2010 spring semester at
Mississippi State University.
Adrian Doggrell is in Colorado
working for a Colorado politician. He
is the head of policy for Chris Romer’s
Colorado Senate re-election campaign
(note that is the Colorado Senate and not
the U.S. Senate). Romer is also running for
mayor of Denver in May, and Adrian will
be working on that campaign also.
Brian Evans recently started the
Ph.D. program at Vanderbilt in biomedical
engineering. He is doing research on
developing smart polymer therapeutics
to enhance drug delivery in conjunction
with coronary artery bypass graft surgery.
John Hensley is very excited about
beginning his first year at Ole Miss law
school.
Greg Jones recently moved to
Chicago, home of the best football team
in the world.
John Klinke opened a photography
business while living in Aspen. Visit
www.klinkephotography.com
Alex Snyder has accepted a
position as report folio accountant at
Morgan Keegan.
Peter Zanca was named to the
Rhodes College Honor Roll for the 2010
spring semester.
	Three MUS alumni have been instrumental in the creation of Tiger Lane, the
imposing new greensward that provides
the new “front door” to the Liberty Bowl.
Jesse Zellner and Mac Hill ’73, owners
of Zellner Construction Services LLC,
and Tom Marshall ’77, owner of OT
Marshall Architects, completed the
award-winning project on time and
under budget.

’07
Simon Wigfield graduated from
Oxford Brookes in June and has taken
a position with IQPC in London as a
conference producer, which is the same
thing as an event planner.

’09
While at Washington and Lee for homecoming, MUS Director of Admissions Peggy
Williamson (pictured right) and her husband, Jim (W&L ’68, pictured left) invited
MUS alumni for breakfast: seated are John Rutledge ’09 and Scott McClintock ’08;
standing are Walker Thompson ’13 and Garrott McClintock ’06.
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Mark Beanblossom was named
a dean’s scholar for the 2010 spring
semester at Mississippi State University.
Turner Morehead was cast in the
lead role of High Point University’s fall
production of “Our Town.”

five St. Jude researchers who asked
questions about each candidate’s
previous lab experience and general
knowledge of sickle cell disease.
Because of his MUS education,
Carruthers had previous
experience.
“Dr. Schwartz’s Molecular
Biology class gave me the lab
experience that I believe gave
me an upper edge in the interview
process,” he said. “Having the
opportunity to take
classes like Molecular
Biology is rare for a high
school student.”
From June 1- July 22,
he worked in Dr. Elaine
I. Tuomanen’s lab in
the Infectious Disease
Department at St. Jude.
Carruthers assisted
researchers who are
attempting to determine
what serotypes of
pneumococcus sickle
cell patients are getting.
“The
best
vaccine for pneumoby Kimberly Eller
coccus currently only covers 13
of the 90 different serotypes of
pneumococcus. The problem is that
Two weeks after Will Carruthers ’10 walked
relatively little data have been collected to see how
down the aisle at Second Presbyterian Church to
effective this vaccine is and which serotypes
receive his MUS diploma, he walked into the sickle
are infecting patients,” he explained.
cell lab at St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital,
A serotype is a group of cells or viruses classified
where he checked on and tested the pneumococcus
based on their cell surface, and Carruthers was
bacteria he had plated the day before.
trying to get a more accurate count of which
Carruthers was one of three interns chosen
serotypes of pneumococcus sickle cell patients
for the Summer for Sickle Cell Science Program,
were getting at St. Jude.
an intensive, eight-week program funded by the
“With better data, the vaccine could be adjusted
National Institutes of Health that gives teenagers a
to target those serotypes,” he said. “Also, it could
hands-on experience with St. Jude researchers.
show whether or not the vaccine was protecting
“This internship has given me a great deal of
the kids from the serotypes it is suppose to. There
lab experience that most undergraduates have not
are currently only two vaccines that have been
had,” he said. “I have a great understanding of what
approved for children.
it means to be a researcher. The program taught
“My contribution to the research was to expand
me some of what doctors do on a regular basis at a
upon this data,” he continued. “Also, my mentor,
cancer hospital and what researchers do at the best
Dr. Jason Rosch, could look to see if the patients
children’s cancer research center.”
were being infected by the same type, so maybe
Carruthers applied for the internship after his
doctors can change treatment plans.”
molecular biology teacher, Dr. Michael Schwartz,
In August Carruthers walked into another
chairman of the MUS Science Department,
building, but this one was at the University of
encouraged him. Four students, including
Virginia where he is a freshman in the School of
Carruthers, were invited to interview with a panel of
Engineering and Applied Science.

Carruthers Conducts
Research at St. Jude
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Homecoming Brought

Six Decades of Alumni
Back to Campus
Alumni 8th Period Class:

Reunion year alumni were invited to start
Homecoming on Friday morning by attending
a variety of classes followed by the pep rally.
About 40 alumni agreed to further their
Walking the halls before class started, Bill Jemison, Rick Johnson, Wakefield
education, and they were divided among seven
Gordon, Mac Caradine, and Bill Carpenter, all from the Class of 1970,
instructors: Nat Akin (Short Story Composition),
stop to reminisce and laugh at their graduation pictures.
Lin Askew (American Literature),
Jim Buchman (Art Studio),
Reginald Dalle (French II),
Beba Heros (Spanish I),
Jonathan Large (U.S. History),
and Doug Perkins (U.S. History).
Pictured right, sitting on the
back row of Heros’s Spanish
class, are Bill Jemison ’70, Rick
Johnson ’70, Ben Trusty ’00,
and Paul Stephens ’00. Several
claimed to have enjoyed the
learning experience, and fortunately, no detentions were issued.

GOLF SCRAMBLE: Approximately 16 teams
vied for prizes in the alumni golf scramble at The
Links at Galloway, and the winners were...

Golf champions were David Frazier ’01, Witt Wittenberg ’00,
James Shelton ’01, and Michael Murphy ’03, whose dad
had to settle for second place (see below).

1st Place Team:
David Frazier ’01
Witt Wittenberg ’00
James Shelton ’01
Michael Murphy ’03

5th Place Team:
Scott Anderson ’92
William Tayloe ’92
Brooks Brown ’92
Jason Shelby ’92

2nd Place Team:
Jud Whitlock ’70
Walker Milnor ’70
Bill Maury ’70
Mike Murphy ’70

best class Team:
Jud Whitlock ’70
Walker Milnor ’70
Bill Maury ’70
Mike Murphy ’70

3rd Place Team:
Lee Nichols ’79
Henry Caldwell ’79
Bo Briggs ’79
Robert Boals ’79

Closest to Pin #2:
Steve Kramer ’95

4th Place Team:
Will Thompson ’95
Michael Shivers ’95
Steve Kramer ’95
Matt Evans ’95
Winning second place and an inscription on the plaque for
”Best Class Team“ were Walker Milnor ’70, Jud Whitlock ’70,
Bill Maury ’70, and Mike Murphy ’70.
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Closest to Pin #5:
James Shelton ’01
Closest to Pin #10:
Dan Robertson ’80
Closest to Pin #16:
Bill Maury ’70
Longest Drive #18:
Brooks Brown ’92

TENNIS: This year, a tennis round robin was

added to the list of events for Homecoming.
These alumni gathered at the DunavantWellford Tennis Center to compete: (left,
front) Syd Butler ’60, George Owens ’60,
Rick Johnson ’70, Barlow Mann ’71, (back)
Tim Donovan ’85, Worth Morgan ’05,
Michael Varner ’00, and Ferrell Varner ’60.
Donovan was the winner of the event. If you
would like to receive e-invitations for future
tennis events, send your e-mail address to
ann.laughlin@musowls.org, subject: TENNIS.

BBQ DINNER: Alumni gathered in the Dining Hall for
the traditional barbeque dinner before the football game.

George Madison, Lynn Green, Henry Sullivant, Ralph Braden,
Robert Hummel, Frank Crumbaugh, all from the Class of ’70

Above:
Amrish Patel, Greg
Szu-Tu, Mike Flynn,
and Zach Dailey, all
from the Class of ’00
Right:
Curtis Cowan ’80
and Barry Frager ’80

Show Your Spirit!

Schaeffer Bookstore has what you want.
Conveniently located in the MUS Campus Center
across from the Dining Hall, the Schaeffer Bookstore
can equip you in every way to show your MUS spirit –
from apparel to license plates to blazer buttons. The
bookstore is open Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday,
11:15 a.m.-1:30 p.m. during the school year. It will be
open during exam week on Tuesday, December 14,
10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. and closed December 15-January 3.

Kingsley Hooker ’60, along with Jere and Gene Stansel ’60,
had a great skybox view as they watched MUS beat East, 35-8.
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Parents Only: If this issue is addressed to your son who
no longer maintains his permanent address at your home,
please notify the MUS Development Office (901-260-1350)
of the new mailing address. Because college addresses change
so frequently, we are unable to use them for general mailing.

An alumni network of 3,700
that stays connected is one
powerful resource.
Are U Connected?

It’s back! After a brief recess, U Connect is
back online.
Looking for new employees? If you have
openings at your company, please post them
on our password-protected site.
Looking for a new job? Upload your resume
to our new job bank and search the job listings.
Have you signed up for U Connect, the
special online community exclusively for
MUS alumni? It’s an easy, efficient way to get
alumni-specific news and information. You’ll
also have access to an online-only alumni directory.
You should have received a sign-up e-mail. If not,
sign up for U Connect online at www.musowls.org/
uconnect.
Get connected today! Call (901) 260-1350 or e-mail
us at uconnect@musowls.org if you have questions.
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