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The holidays are here, and another school year
is half over. The seniors have finished their college
applications and are waiting for those acceptance
letters. Thirteen of this year’s seniors make up the
highest number of National Merit Semifinalists at
any school in Tennessee. The fall play, Metamorphoses,
was well attended, as was the holiday concert on
December 10 with Beg To Differ and the studio
band. We saw hundreds of prospective students and
families at our Admissions Open House. The regular
football season is over and, as we went to press, the Owls were headed to the
state championship game. Now, basketball, bowling, swimming, and wrestling
are underway, and everyone is looking to see what 2010 brings.
This issue celebrates the teaching careers and incredible service of Ellis
Haguewood and Jerry Peters. We hope the story brings back fond memories of
your years at school.
We talked to Robert Parrish ’67, Bryan Clark ’02, Jay Galyean ’89, and
David Galloway ’82, who have been serving our country in Iraq, Kuwait, and
Afghanistan.
We include an article by Dr. John Harkins, who interviewed Charles
Crump ’30 and Charles Burch ’27. Sadly, Burch died soon after their meeting,
and Crump is now our oldest living alumnus. In September, we unveiled
Crump’s portrait which now hangs in Humphreys Hall.
We introduce Dr. Bill Troutt, president of Rhodes College, who joined
our Board of Trustees this summer, and share Stan Fri’s ’71 work with school
children in Tanzania. Stan gave an interesting chapel about the nonprofit he
founded to raise money to help improve schools for the Masai children.
In last year’s MUS Today survey, several of you suggested story ideas for us.
This issue’s article on military service was based on one of those suggestions.
Other story ideas included alumni living abroad, young entrepreneurs, and those
in professional sports, education, government, politics, or professional theater. If
you know someone in these categories we could interview, please send me a note.
Let me know if you have suggestions for improving our communications.
Have a healthy and happy holiday season!
Vicki Tyler
Director of Communications
(901) 260-1416
vicki.tyler@musowls.org
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Two
Amazing
Careers
by Kem Pollard
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Coach Jerry Peters Celebrates 50 Years
A lot has changed since Jerry Peters came to work at MUS in 1960, except for one thing.
“I feel the same way about my job that I did 50 years ago,” he said. “I get excited
about coming to work every day, and I still look forward to the first day of class every
year. I believe in this school, in what it stands for, and in what it accomplishes with
young men.”
When Peters arrived at MUS, the land surrounding the school was “a dust bowl,” he recalled.
“The facilities have certainly improved since those days, but they are actually
secondary to the overall experience that MUS provides,” Peters said. “The school is larger
now, but it’s not too large. We haven’t lost our identity.”
Peters served as head track and cross country coach for the first 18 years of his
tenure. In 1964, he was named head basketball coach, a position he still holds today. His
basketball teams have won 16 district titles, seven regional championships and captured
the 2007 state title. Peters has dunked 954 career wins, which places him first among
the state’s active basketball coaches and second among all-time coaches. In 2008, he was
named to the Tennessee Secondary School Athletic Association (TSSAA) Hall of Fame.
In addition to athletic achievements, he’s also received numerous awards for excellence in teaching and service as a beloved faculty member in the Department of History
and Social Studies.
“History has always been a passion and a lifelong love,” Peters said. “I majored in
political science at Rhodes College, and I’m a C-Span junkie. I’ll watch programs on PBS
or the History Channel and take notes, just like I expect my students to do. In my history
classes, I always try to seize the moment to teach from current headlines.”

As a basketball coach, Jerry Peters was so effective because of his attention to detail…there

was a right way to tuck in your jersey, a right way to shoot a free throw, a right meal to eat before
a game, a right bedtime and, maybe most important, a right way to treat each other. He gave us the
tools to do things the right way, and we were successful because of his coaching. — Michael McLaren ’01

Success was often a by-product of his team’s confidence in his ability to

make the right coaching decisions. Coach Peters was often out-manned, but never
out-coached. He has a great sense of humor, but not at the expense of others.
If success can be measured by the esteem in which Coach Peters is held by
former players and opposing coaches, then it is immeasurable. — Jim Varner ’73

Peters said he sees significant parallels between teaching and coaching,
and says his greatest challenge is the same in both.
“You have to make each day count in the classroom and on the court,”
he said. “What has enabled me to have success in my fields is preparation
in the classroom and in games. You can’t walk into class with these boys and
wing it; they are too curious and too bright for that. You have simply got
to be prepared.”
In his five decades at MUS, Peters says young men really haven’t changed
very much.
“Their environment changes, but they really don’t,” Peters said. “Young
men are still young men. Fifty years ago, I was struck by the spirit of the boys
here, and I still am. I see that same confident spirit every day. They have a
good time for sure, but they also have a strong sense of purpose that leads
to success.”
Peters has four sons, all of whom attended MUS and all of whom played
basketball for him: Jeff ’79, Judd ’81, Jon ’84, and Jason ’88.
“One was an outstanding player, one was a good player,
and two were what I call ‘blue collar’ players, which every
team needs as much as they need the star players,” he said.
“I enjoyed having all my boys play on the team – the blue
collar players as much as the others. And, I won’t tell you
which ones were which.”
After such a long and distinguished coaching career,
Peters has an interesting perspective about what makes
basketball players and teams successful.
“You’ll have a successful team when your best player
has the best attitude and is the hardest worker,” he said.
“That is not always the case, but we have been fortunate
to have a number of those players and those teams here at
MUS over the years.
“I like to look at success in terms other than championships,” Peters continued. “A team may not win a championship, but the team may
have performed above expectations, which makes it successful. Too often we measure
success only in terms of championships, which isn’t always an accurate indicator.”
It is very clear that Peters measures his own success in other terms.
“I feel I’m successful when I have made a difference in a young man’s life. The
physical rewards of my job you see here on the wall,” he said, pointing to an array
of plaques, certificates, and awards. “But they are secondary to the emotional rewards
I receive when I make a difference in the classroom or on the court. The MUS alumni
are my report card. They are my life.
“I often look into the stands and see former players,” Peters said. “This past
season, three of my former players had sons in my starting lineup. It’s a good feeling
when fathers send their sons here to play under me. That is my best reward.”

Jerry Peters in the classroom in 1971

In his first year of teaching at
MUS, can you spot Jerry Peters
among these Honor Council
student officers? Peters (seated,
center) began serving as a faculty
advisor to the Honor Council and
took over as the council’s primary
advisor three years later in 1963.
Pictured with him are (seated)
Brandon Jones, Hammond Cole,
(standing), Brooke Lathram,
Wilson Barton, Barney
Witherington, Jimmy Garner,
and Woody Dillard.
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Jerry Peters demonstrates passion and enthusiasm in teaching and in
coaching without the ‘rah-rah’ attitude and loss of emotion that is so prevalent
in today’s world of athletics. Coach gave the right foundation, above all else, of
teamwork and unselfish play, and how there is a right way and wrong way to do
everything on the court, always deflecting praise toward his players. — Tim Wise ’85
His preparation and experience allowed him to be completely calm and
in control under game-time pressure. He never got rattled, and we fed off that
confidence. Personally, I am proud to see Coach Peters receiving the individual
attention he deserves for the long track record of success he has built at MUS.
Wow, 50 years and almost 1,000 wins, how can you top that? — Jim Barton ’85
A Bittersweet Victory

Fully recovered from a stroke,
Peters was back at it, coaching
from courtside during the 2008
season. Behind Peters are Nick
Nash, Ben Pelz, and Will Benton.

Coach Peters has
accumulated many
awards, always with
one fantastic fan
at his side – his
wife, Ruth. Read
more about Peters’
coaching legacy
in the March 2007
issue of MUS Today.
Past issues of
MUS Today can
be viewed online
at www.musowls.
org/NetCommunity/
Publications.
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Peters experienced the pinnacle of any coach’s career – a state championship –
but perhaps not in the way he had envisioned it.
“I have missed only three games in my basketball coaching career, and all three
of them were in the 2007 state tournament,” he remembered.
As Peters was packing to leave for the tournament, he suffered a stroke. The
team was forced to leave their stricken leader behind in the hospital.
“Right afterward, I had a hard time talking, but I managed to communicate with
the assistant coaches during the tournament,” he recalled. “They did an absolutely
admirable, fantastic job. My son, Jon, went to the games and called me at the end of
each quarter with a report. The last report was to tell me that they had won.”
When asked if Peters thinks the players were motivated to win the championship for him, he paused and firmly replied, “They won it for the school.”
When the team returned to Memphis after claiming the state trophy, the bus
delivered the victorious players directly to Saint Francis Hospital.
“I was wheeled down to see them,” Peters said softly. “Let’s just say that I
experienced a moment that not many people get to have in a lifetime.”
Although no visible effects are detectable today, Peters said recovery from the
stroke has been a slow process.
“I could have retired afterward, but I’m glad I didn’t,” he said. “Teaching and
coaching forced me to improve and to get better each day. It makes me appreciate
even more that I came to this school. I’m coaching full
time, teaching four Advanced Placement classes, so I feel
very blessed.”
In his recovery, Peters has exemplified a lesson that
he says the game of basketball teaches to young men.
“You are going to be faced with adversity again and
again,” he said. “Adversity is always before us. You must
meet it head on and overcome it.”
By his side through it all has been Peters’ wife, Ruth.
“She is a fantastic person and has more energy
than anybody I have ever known,” he said. “She tutors
students, primarily those with attention deficit disorder,
three nights a week with great results. Her greatest
accomplishments, though, are her four sons. During most
of my career, she was tending to those boys while I was
busy teaching and coaching. I venture to say that she
hasn’t missed many more basketball games than I have,
and that’s a lot of Tuesday and Friday nights. I could
never have accomplished what I have without her.”

Headmaster Ellis Haguewood
Celebrates 40 Years
When asked about his upcoming anniversary, Ellis Haguewood is
more reflective and grateful than self-congratulatory.
“I can’t believe I’m sitting where I am,” he said with a touch of
awe. “I have been truly blessed these 40 years. It’s been an honor to
know the teachers, the trustees, the students, and the entire MUS
community. The people with whom I work are better than I am. They
are smarter, more talented, and more creative. I’ve been enriched to be
around and to observe people like Jerry Peters, Col. Ross Lynn, and
Gene Thorn. I’ve learned a lot, and I’ve really enjoyed it.”
Haguewood pointed out that the term headmaster actually means
head teacher, and that is what he considers himself first and foremost.
He taught his first MUS English class in 1969 and went on to wear many different
hats at the school, including yearbook adviser, track clerk, director of student
activities, dean of students, and Upper School principal before being named to
his current position. Today, Haguewood teaches religion classes in addition to his
headmaster duties.
“I continue to teach for several reasons,” he
explained. “Number one, I enjoy it. I love the students
and it helps me get to know the boys early on. It gets
me physically down to the Lower School building more
often. It’s easy for me to get caught up in responsibilities and stay in this office all day otherwise. Teaching
also helps me see and relate to the faculty there on a
daily basis.
“I also think that having the headmaster teach
religion makes a strong statement that we value the
Bible at MUS,” he continued. “The Bible should be an
important part of every person’s education, regardless
of their faith, because it has had an incredible influence
on Western civilization and is intertwined throughout
history, poetry, and the formation of our country.”

One of Ellis
Haguewood's
earliest duties was
to organize School
Day Picture Day
(SDPD), a mundane
task that grew to
life and legendary
proportions under
his direction. His
wit and enthusiasm
has worked its spell
on four decades of
students.
Below, in 1980, his homeroom
won the annual can drive by
collecting 260 cans of food for
charity and were rewarded with
“one of those awesome Coke
parties.”

A Great Place to Teach
Haguewood says MUS was already a very good school and a great place to teach
when he started in 1969.
“It was a little freer then, a little more open,” he said. “We had some real larger
than life characters who taught here back then, and you could hear some great
stories in the teachers’ lounge in those days. This is a tougher school academically
today than it was when I started. The overall strength of the faculty
is much stronger now, too, and we have more veteran teachers.

Ellis is a great leader in a school that has been defined by great leaders. He is the

consummate headmaster – first and foremost an educator with a love of learning and
passion for teaching. He is a visionary who possesses a unique set of leadership skills
that promote confidence and loyalty. His impeccable sense of judgment is always fair and
thoughtfully rendered; in fact, nobody leads by example better than Ellis. He has been a
constant source of inspiration for me and so many alumni, parents, and volunteers with
whom he has partnered to make MUS the best it can be. — Trow Gillespie ’65
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I’ve worked with three headmasters here. Col. Ross Lynn got the school off
the ground. Gene Thorn took the baton from Col. Lynn and continued to raise
MUS to great heights as it grew and developed. Ellis has provided extraordinary
leadership for the school. He has tremendous organizational skills and has done
much to make tradition at MUS something very special. Ellis has been the icing
on the cake. He’s been simply outstanding. — Coach Jerry Peters

Haguewood served as yearbook
advisor from 1972-87. Above,
he discusses editorial content
with Chris Fulton, yearbook
editor in 1981.

On October 17, 1995, Chairman
of the Board Kent Wunderlich
announced to the student body the
unanimous decision by the Board
of Trustees to appoint Haguewood
as headmaster. Student Council
President Chris Carr looked on
as the assembly erupted into a
standing ovation.
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“Obviously, the facilities that we enjoy today are a huge difference
from the old days,” he continued. “And one of the biggest and most
welcome changes from my early days is that we have more diversity in
our school community now.”
Haguewood pointed out there have also been many constants
throughout his four decades at MUS.
“The Honor Code will never change because it is central to what
we are trying to accomplish with our students,” he said. “We still
emphasize our academic programs and competitive athletics. We are
still a college-preparatory school dedicated to helping each student
attend the best school that is the right fit for him and that matches
his interests and abilities. And, I’m glad to say that we’ve avoided
some of the educational fads that have come and gone.”
Another constant, Haguewood said, is that MUS has never taken
itself too seriously.
“We are serious about our purpose, but not about ourselves,” he said. “We have a
great sense of humor about ourselves. Our culture breeds confidence, not arrogance.”
Haguewood agreed with Peters’ assessment that times haven’t really changed the
boys who come through the school.
“In terms of human nature, boys haven’t really changed,” he
said. “I think the attitude of parents has been the biggest change
that I’ve noticed. Parents today assume much more responsibility
for their sons’ schooling and for their successes, which can be a
very positive thing. However, sometimes parents today are too
reluctant to let their boys learn from mistakes. Boys learn from
adversity and from obstacles, and it’s important that young men
know how to appropriately deal with failure because we are all
going to fail from time to time. We want them to learn that if
you get knocked down eight times, get back up nine times. If
no one lets them get knocked down, they can’t learn how to
get back up.”
When asked about the greatest challenges in his job,
Haguewood responded quickly and enthusiastically.
“I wish I had twice as much time in every day because I
see so much that needs to be done,” he said. “Besides that, I suppose my biggest
challenge is also my biggest objective, and that is to hire the right people here.
I am very hands-on in the hiring process because I think it is so important to find
people who are experts in their fields, who are passionate about what they do, and
who fit well with the MUS culture. Finding the right people is a bigger challenge
than recruiting new students or raising money because the people who teach and
coach and lead our boys make this school great.”

A Transformational Experience

Haguewood said some of his job’s greatest rewards come
when he hears alumni talk about their MUS experience.
“Even after college, I’ve heard many say that the teachers
here were the best they ever had, and that’s a compliment
because our graduates routinely attend some excellent
colleges,” he said proudly. “I also like to hear former students
say that they were as prepared or better prepared than anyone
else in their college classes. The MUS experience can be transformational, and many boys and their families attest to that.
And, of course, hearing our graduates say that they have
applied some of their MUS values as husbands and fathers is
extremely gratifying.”
As a husband and father himself, Haguewood knows the
importance of those values. His wife, Peggy, taught history
at Harding for 25 years. Son, Alan, and daughter, Lisa, both
graduated from Vanderbilt University and embarked upon successful careers. Alan is
a corporate attorney with FedEx in Memphis and Lisa was a technology director with
the Cartoon Network in Atlanta.
Haguewood believes that the core values
taught at MUS start at home in families like
his own.
“I like to say that our students are
shaped and molded at home, and we just
sharpen them here,” he explained. “While I
think that the majority of families choose
MUS because of its academic excellence and
not because it is a boys’ school, I am very
proud that we have such strong male role
models here to help with that sharpening.
“Boys need to be around men, and they
need to know what it means to be a man,”
he continued. “It’s good for them to see that a man can be intellectual and still be
interested in athletics, for example. It’s beneficial for them to see that you can serve
others and still be masculine. What I hope boys learn at MUS is to be honest in life,
and that integrity is the most important thing. And, they need to learn from other
men what it means to be a gentleman.”
As Haguewood turned to his desk to resume his headmaster duties, he seemed
unaware that, for the past 40 years, he has exemplified and embodied the very
values and character traits that he has just described as central to the development
of the young men he leads.

From the 1999 yearbook:
“It is not beneath Mr. Ellis
Haguewood to continue
in duties which predate
his ascension to the
headmaster’s post.
Bedecked in a straw hat,
Mr. Haguewood serves as
Clerk of the Course at the
MUS Track Jamboree.”

Ellis Haguewood (center) teaches
a seventh-grade Bible class
each year. Here he is with some
members of the class from 2002:
(front) Michael Cross, Daren
Freebing, (back) Mark McLeod,
Eric Sheppard, Hunter Edens,
and Austin Beckford.

It’s intimidating to try to describe what Ellis has meant to MUS. He has a
great passion for the school, its students, teachers, alumni, and broader community.
Ellis is a man of strong moral character and is an inspirational leader who is fully
committed to making MUS the best it can be. The success that MUS has enjoyed in
so many areas under his direction is a reflection of this man. On this anniversary,
I know every trustee joins me in thanking Ellis for his 40 years of leadership, influence
and exemplary service to the school. — Bob Loeb ’73, Chairman, MUS Board of Trustees
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A CALL TO

SERVE
by Jennifer Larson

While in Iraq, Bob Parrish
made his way to several
camps. He stands before
a row of MRAPs, used for
convoys outside of camp.

hile some MUS alumni become doctors,
lawyers, architects, and engineers, others
find meaning and purpose in the U.S. armed forces.
In the MUS community, these young men were
classmates, friends, and teammates, but later they
used their talents and skills to serve an entire
nation. Often their military journey started with a
dream or a wish that grew quietly or even remained
dormant for awhile.
One such alumnus, R OB E R T P A R R I S H ’67 ,
had thought about joining the military. But Parrish
didn’t enlist right after graduation or join ROTC in
college. He stayed a civilian, graduated from college
and dental school, and became a dentist. It wasn’t
until he was 35 and received a brochure about
career options for dentists in the reserves that he
decided to respond to a longtime desire.
“My father had served in the military and in the
Navy Reserves and had talked for years about the
advantages to him because of that,” he said. “And I
had always wanted to serve. It was something that
was in my genes, in my blood.”
8
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Parrish joined the Navy Reserves and served for
18 years, long enough to see how the armed forces
evolved over time.
He achieved the rank of commander. But as
the Navy chose to downsize its Dental Corps, he
wondered how much longer he would have a place
there. Parrish wanted to log two more years so he
could retire, but where would he go? The answer
was the Army Reserves.
“The Army had a lot of opportunities,” he said.
In fact, Parrish finished the two years and is
still going strong with 23 years of military service.
Recently, he deployed overseas and was
stationed at Camp Liberty, near the Baghdad International Airport. Because the need for dentists
was so great, he said he worked constantly. Camp
Liberty has 40,000 people, and they all needed
dental care. In addition, he also provided care for
soldiers from other camps, as well as some Iraqis.
“You serve everybody,” he said.
Parrish also saw patients in the Basra area at a
military prison camp, and, during a long weekend,

provided dental care at Camp Anaconda near
Balad, Iraq. He also worked at a hospital in the
Green Zone where he cared for people from all
over the region, from high-ranking generals to
ordinary citizens.
Parrish said he is grateful for the opportunity
to serve in the military, and he feels that gratitude
every time he puts on his uniform.
“Every time I put it on, something goes
through my heart,” he said.
Parrish currently lives and practices dentistry
in Memphis. He has one stepdaughter and three
sons, including B R A N D ON ’09 .

Bob Parrish (left) and the dental staff at Ibn Sinai Hospital,
Baghdad, provided the only dental care available
to troops in the Green Zone, the heart of the
political-military command in Iraq.

ou can call B R Y A N C L A R K ’02 Sergeant
Clark. A Memphis native, he graduated from
MUS and enrolled in college. Three years later,
he started thinking about taking his career in a
different direction – all the way to the Middle East.
It was a very different direction from that
usually taken by his fellow alumni.
“It’s not something that a lot of MUS alumni
do, at least not on the enlisted side,” he said. “And
I’m enlisted.”
But it was a dream he’d
harbored for a long time, as far
back as his freshman year at
MUS. Back then, he was focused
on athletics. He ran cross country
and track, and he swam. In fact,
swimming took up most of his free
time. He had started swimming
at the age of 8, and his interest in
the sport continued to grow. In
1999, he was part of a small group
from MUS that competed for the
first time at the state level.
But he remembered seeing
Blackhawk Down, a movie that
focused on a military campaign in
Somalia in the early 1990s and featured vivid battle
scenes. Afterward, Clark told his friends that he’d
like to do something like that. He said one friend
told him he was crazy.
After graduating from MUS, Clark enrolled
at the University of Tennessee in Knoxville. He
studied engineering, and the fraternity life drew him
in. He had to work to pay for school, though, and,

after his third year, he decided to take some time off
to work.
That was when he remembered his dream from
many years ago and joined the Army.
“It was something I always wanted to do, and I
love it now,” he said.
Clark met with a recruiter and took an entrance
test. An average score on that particular admission
test ranged between 100 and 110, and Clark easily
scored 130.
“I know that going to MUS had a
really strong impact on that,” he said.
Clark has been stationed at Fort
Benning in Georgia, although he has
also trained at Fort Jackson in South
Carolina. He is a ranger in the 75th
Ranger Regiment, a light infantry
unit. It’s a small special operations
unit, which is very different from a
big Army unit. The group is specially
trained to do urban raids and airfield
seizures, without heavy armor.
This past summer, Clark
deployed overseas for the first time
with his battalion.
“My family has been extremely
supportive of what I’m doing,” he said. “They’re
proud of me, and it’s nice to have your family
behind you.”
Three of those family members have MUS ties:
his mother, L A U R I E C L A R K , works in the Upper
School Office and is the head coach of the varsity
swim team; his brother, D A N I E L ’10 ; and sister,
W H I T N E Y C L A R K , the Lower School swim coach.
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Jay Galyean at Al Jabar Airfield in Kuwait;
above, at the U.S. Embassy in Kuwait

AY G A L Y E A N ’89 , lives in Kuwait City, Kuwait,
a long way from Memphis or from Oxford,
where he attended the University of Mississippi.
He’s a lieutenant commander in the U.S. Navy
who’s been in the military for 13 years. He is
currently stationed at the Mubarak Air Base, where
he serves as the adviser to the Kuwait Air Force.
Galyean has a strong family military history.
His father, grandfather, and several uncles and
cousins have served in the military, yet it wasn’t
his family’s service that convinced him to attend
Officer Candidates School.
“I find it more a coincidence that I joined,
instead of following my family’s legacy of service,”
he said. “It’s simply an excellent job opportunity
that makes sense.”
Why might a career in the Navy be attractive to
a young man? For someone dreaming to leave home
and visit foreign lands, the possibilities are endless.
“The recruiting slogan ‘Join the Navy, see the
world’ is true,” Galyean said. “While most of the
world is water, and I’ve seen plenty of that, I’ve
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been around the world three times and visited 26
countries.”
He has countless stories to tell from his experiences, too. Perhaps one of the most memorable
began when he joined an electronic attack squadron
onboard the USS Abraham Lincoln in Singapore in
2002. After working in support of both Operation
Southern Watch in Iraq and Operation Enduring
Freedom in Afghanistan, they were headed home
just after Christmas.
Galyean had hoped to return to Whidbey
Island in the Puget Sound for the rest of his tour,
but that plan was thwarted. Rumors had begun to
ﬂy inside the ship, and not long after New Year’s
Day, they turned around and headed back to the
Persian Gulf.
“Flash forward three and a half months,” he
said. “We’d participated in the opening night of
‘shock and awe.’ A six-month cruise was extended
to ten months, the longest since the Vietnam War.”
But it was one quiet moment on the way home
that really touched him.

The USS Abraham Lincoln stopped in Pearl
Harbor, where the sailors and officers donned their
white uniforms and “manned the rails” on the deck
to pay their respects to the USS Arizona, which was
sunk by the Japanese in 1941. Silently, in unison,
they saluted.
“The ship was eerily quiet as we slid silently
past the Arizona,” Galyean recalled.
A group of tourists visiting the Arizona’s final
resting place stood waving American ﬂags.
“Over the silence, you could hear their cheering
and shouting from the shore, ‘welcome home,’” he
said. “It was tough to maintain my composure. I
doubt anyone who was there will ever forget it or
will ever see the ﬂag the same way.”

AV I D

G A L L OWAY ’82 ,

and his twin brother,

S T E P H E N G A L L OWAY ’82 , are not the

only twins to graduate from MUS.
But they might just be the only
twins to graduate from MUS and
go on to graduate from the U.S.
Military Academy at West Point and
serve in the armed forces as infantry
officers. Both men eventually also
graduated from veterinary school.
But while Stephen Galloway
finished his military commitment
after graduating from West Point
and re-entered civilian life, David
Galloway is still on active duty. He has 23 years of
service, which includes 18 years on active duty and
five years in the Kansas Army National Guard.
Currently, he is a veterinary clinical specialist,
commander of the 64th Medical Detachment
(Veterinary Services), and lives in Balad, Iraq. His
detachment supports coalition forces in the Iraq
Joint Operations Area.
Essentially, he is the senior U.S. veterinarian
in Iraq. His job is vast when one considers all the
support services his unit provides. It is responsible
for food safety and animal medicine. His people also
helped create a working dog program for the Iraqi
police force. He operates clinics, performs surgeries,

Galyean pointed out the practical advantages
a military career can offer, making it an excellent
choice for many young people.
“There are few occupations that offer the pay,
benefits, travel, and job security of the military,” he
noted, adding that he thought it might be especially
appealing to some because of the current state of
the economy.
Military service also can teach a person valuable
skills they can use in the outside world, Galyean
said, although he knows it’s not for everyone.
“Those who are considering it should do their
research and speak with service members and get
their impression from them, rather than from a
recruiter,” he said.

and teaches others how to perform
surgery.
A long-term career in the Army
wasn’t always his goal, though.
“After my initial commitment,
I resigned from active service to
attend veterinary school at Kansas
State,” he said. “I stayed in the
Kansas National Guard during vet
school, but, at the time, I had no
real intention of returning to active
duty in the Veterinary Corps.”
In fact, he nearly ended up back
in Memphis, but fate intervened
during his final year of vet school.
“A couple of officers from the Army Veterinary Corps tracked me down to talk to me about
returning to the Army,” Galloway said, remembering that he was very impressed by the Vet Corps’
reputation and the likelihood that it could help him
advance his career.
But that wasn’t what ultimately propelled him
back into the Army.
“I think I decided to join the Veterinary Corps
because I missed the Army,” he said. “I missed
military life, the Army lifestyle, the diversity, and
military people. Mostly, I missed soldiers…likeminded people, committed to service, committed to
a purpose greater than self.”

While in Japan, some of David Galloway’s training
took place at the foot of Mount Fuji, shown here.

Above: Joe Rosenthal’s Pulitzer Prize
winning photograph of five U.S. marines
and one sailor raising the American Flag
on Mount Suribachi during World War
II’s Battle of Iwo Jima, 1945
Left: David Galloway (standing second
from left) and comrades on the black
sands of Iwo Jima with Mount Suribachi
in the background, 2008

Galloway also wanted
to complete a surgical
residency and to “give
back.” He saw an opportunity in the Army to share
with others and to teach
people under his leadership.
“So, that’s why I
decided to join the military,
and that is what keeps me
in today,” he said.
He tries to avoid taking
credit for the work that is
done and prefers to shine
the light on the people with whom he works.
“My people do all the valuable work,” he said.
“I only take credit for being part of a great team.”
During his career, Galloway has met many
famous people, people “with names you would
recognize” – athletes, politicians, ambassadors,
musicians. He’s traveled around the world
and visited exotic places.
He and his family have amassed a cherished
wealth of memories from experiences, such as being
honored guests at Japanese and Korean friends’
weddings. These are experiences they never would
have had without the military.
And perhaps because of his own experiences, he
believes military service can be an excellent growth
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Below: The Galloways all troop together
whenever possible. Here they are
in Okinawa, Japan, in April 2008:
David, Martha, son Trey, and
daughter Morgan.

opportunity with both tangible
and intangible rewards for many
young men and women.
“Voluntary military service
is a good opportunity for young
adults to broaden their experience
base, mature, and enter the
rest of their lives having been
exposed to more than their family,
their school, and their local
community,” he said.
Galloway, himself, will have numerous options
to choose from when he retires from active duty.
He’ll still be young enough to do many things,
including going into private practice or teaching at a
college or university.
Like many military service members who are
stationed far from their loved ones, he misses his
family when he’s not with them. Galloway’s family –
his wife, Martha, and his son, Trey, and daughter,
Morgan – lives in a village near Kaiserslautern,
Germany. They’ve been separated for about three
of the past five years. While the separation is a
sacrifice, he tries to stay positive.
“Hopefully, I’ll be home for Christmas,”
he said.

New Board Member Brings
Wealth of Knowledge
				

by Kimberly Eller
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Prior to Belmont, where he started as executive
“It is a privilege to serve an institution focused on
vice president, Troutt was a senior associate with
academic excellence and making a real difference in
McManis Associates, a Washington, DC, higher
our community,” Troutt said.
education consulting firm. There, he assisted a
Troutt brings a wealth of knowledge and
diverse group of public institutions ranging from
experience to the board. He is well-known nationally
Miami-Dade Community College to the State
for his contributions to higher education.
University of New York.
“We are very fortunate to have an educator of
In the decade he’s presided over Rhodes, the
national acclaim commit to serve on the MUS Board,”
college implemented the Rhodes Vision, a 10-point
said Robert E. Loeb ’73, chairman of the Board of
plan to advance the college; benefited from the
Trustees. “Bill brings tremendous resources to our
largest gift in its history, which built the Paul
Education Committee, and his collaboration with
Barrett, Jr. Library; adopted an outcomes-based
Headmaster Ellis Haguewood on our Memphis
Leaders program will pay big
“We are very fortunate to have
dividends to the broader Memphis
community.”
an educator of national acclaim
Troutt earned his bachelor’s
degree in philosophy and religion from
commit to serve on the MUS Board.”
Union University and was named the
curriculum; and launched the Rhodes Student
outstanding graduate from the Class of 1971.
Associates Program, a fellowship program linking
In 1972, he received his master’s in higher
student financial assistance and beyond-theeducation from the University of Louisville before
classroom opportunities.
earning his Ph.D. in higher education from
He chaired the National Commission on the Cost
Vanderbilt’s Peabody College, which awarded him
of Higher Education and served on the Board of the
the Distinguished Alumnus Award in May 2009.
American Council on Education (ACE) from 1999
Before he was named the 19th president of
to 2005. He chaired the ACE Board from 2003 to
Rhodes College, he served as president of Belmont
2004 and, from 1999-2000, he served as chairman
University. At the time he began his 17-year-tenure
of the National Association of Independent Colleges
as Belmont’s president, he was only 32 years old and
and Universities.
the youngest college president in America. During
Troutt has chaired the Jacob K. Javits Fellowship
his tenure, the school evolved from a small denomiProgram, the national fellowship program for the
national college to one of the region’s outstanding
arts, humanities, and social sciences. In 2005,
teaching universities, and Troutt was named one of
he also completed a year-long assignment on the
the nation’s most effective college presidents in a
Abraham Lincoln Study Abroad Commission.
study funded by the Exxon Foundation.
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by Kimberly Eller

Dedicated “Doc” Named to Endowed Chair

A patron of MUS established
Dr. Robert E. “Doc” Winfrey, Jr. fell in love
the
endowed
chair in 1964 in
with history in the eighth grade. He turned his love
honor
of
Colonel
Ross M. Lynn,
of history into a 24-year career teaching at Memphis
former
headmaster.
Currently,
University School. Recently, he was named the Ross
MUS
has
nine
endowed
chairs,
McCain Lynn Instructor of History.
which,
according
to
MUS
Director
“I am very honored by this chair, yet humbled in
of Advancement Perry Dement,
equal shares.” Winfrey said. “It is the capstone of my academic tenure here at MUS.”
provide funds for salaries and
Headmaster Ellis Haguewood chose Winfrey for the chair.
resources to recognize and reward
“His outstanding credentials alone justify the appointment, but I also
distinguished faculty with salary
appreciate his long commitment and loyalty to the school, his ability to forge
enhancements and professional
transformational relationships with students, and his thorough preparation and
development opportunities.
research for his classes,” Haguewood said.
“MUS is committed to recruiting
Winfrey received his B.A. from the University of Memphis in history, graduand retaining a qualified faculty
with high ethical standards – diverse
ating cum laude. He continued his education and earned both his master’s degree
in professional experience, in ethnic
and his doctorate in history from the University of Oklahoma. His fields of study
and cultural backgrounds, and
include Native American history, the American West, the Colonial period, the
in teaching styles – and a faculty
history of Tudor-Stuart England, and anthropology. He taught American history
who maintain an atmosphere that
surveys and graduate-level courses on Native Americans. He also worked for
encourages strong teacher/student
the Center for Southern Folklore doing research and project development for
relationships,” Dement said.
the award-winning documentary film If Beale Street Could Talk. Winfrey began
“Through the endowed chairs,
teaching at MUS in 1986, where, in addition to his teaching duties, he coached
the school is able to ensure that
varsity soccer for eight seasons with an overall record of 90-29-11.
excellent teaching is appropriately
Throughout his career, Winfrey has been recognized numerous times,
compensated and that professional
including receiving the University of Richmond Award for Outstanding Educadevelopment is supported.”
tional Preparation of Students in 1990
and being awarded prestigious research
fellowships to both the John F. Kennedy
Presidential Library in 1991 and the
Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library in
1992. He has been named to Who’s Who
Among America’s Teachers eight times
and named an honorary colonel and aide
de camp in 1996 by former Tennessee
Governor Don Sundquist. He was also
named the Regional Soccer Coach of the
Year by the Tennessee Secondary School
Athletic Association in 1987, 1988, and
1996, and named District Coach of the
Year numerous times.
Next up for Winfrey is introducing
MUS students to the American West and
Native American history on the second
summer Native American Tour. The trip
was designed by Winfrey and mathematics instructor Loyal Murphy ’86.
Climbing to this breathtaking view at Bandelier, NM, are members of the
Starting June 19, 2010, they will cover
2007 Native American Tour: (front) Russell Godfrey ’09, Robert Winfrey,
4,200 miles in 15 days and take in some
Tucker Witte ’09, Matt Grisham ’09, (back) Luke Wynn ’08, Conner Davis ’10,
Mathew Jehl ’09, and Will Green ’10
spectacular scenery.
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STATE WINNER

Akin’s Hard Work
IS Paying Off
by Kimberly Eller

English instructor Nat Akin knows
that the life of a writer promises
both rejection and success. Recently,
though, he has found more success
than rejection after the Tennessee Arts
Commission awarded him one of their
2010 Individual Artist Fellowships in
Literary Arts.
“This award is humbling and
encouraging to me in a deeply
personal way,” Akin said. “Receiving
such a high honor from my home state
is welcome professional validation of
my work, but (it) also feels like a pat
on the back from the very people who
care for the artists here to keep after
what is good and true.”
In January 2009, Akin submitted
two short stories for the fellowship, an
annual award worth $5,000 for creative
non-fiction, fiction, and poetry. Both of
his submissions were about farm life in
rural Tennessee, although he said most
of his work is not as “down home.”
“I am a sixth-generation
Tennessean with family from the
west and east of the state, and much
of my fiction is concerned with this
expansive place and these varied
people,” he said.
Akin, who competed against
other published writers for the award,
not only writes but also teaches MUS
seniors the art of short story composition, a class students enter through
an application process. Usually, classes
like Akin’s are only offered as part of
upper level college curricula or at
the graduate level; however, Akin felt
strongly about exposing high school
seniors to the elements of story writing.
“I’m glad to teach at a school
where they allow me the freedom to
teach courses like short story composition,” Akin said. “Creative writing is
hard work, and now MUS students
have the opportunity to start that

hard work at an early age. It gives
an advantage to those who want to
pursue it for the long haul.”
Akin is the faculty adviser for
the MUS literary journal, The MUSe,
and he encourages all of his writing
students to consider submitting
their work to the journal in order
to get necessary experience if they
want to continue writing.
“When I first met Nat Akin,
I discovered his passion for writing,
especially his fascination with the
short story,” said Jim Russell, English
Department chairman. “Mr. Akin’s
regular honing of the skills necessary
to a writer not only makes him an
excellent teacher of literature but
also a choice mentor for MUS guys
in creating their own fiction. He is
both methodical and zealous about
his students’ work, and he produces
committed students with perseverance and enlightenment.”

Akin graduated with honors
from the University of Tennessee
in 1991 with a Bachelor of Arts in
both English and history. In 2000, he
received his master’s in English with
an emphasis in creative writing from
the University of Mississippi, graduating summa cum laude. He received
a personal letter of commendation
for excellence in short story writing
from Barry Hannah, the University
of Mississippi’s Master’s of Fine Arts
director and writer-in-residence.
Before joining the faculty in 2003,
Akin worked as a freelance book
editor and as an editor and writer
at both Cool Springs Press and
Vance Publications.
In 2007, he was selected as a
fiction-writing participant in the
Sewanee Writers’ Conference. That
same year, MUS awarded him the
Hale Fellowship, an award given to
a faculty member so that he or she
can pursue specific professional
development.
Akin’s short stories have been
published in the Tampa Review,
The Missouri Review, and Ecotone:
Reimagining Place.
“I know the award has already
helped my writing by strengthening
my confidence to sit at my worktable
and craft the best story I can, as well
as a practical sense of freedom to
devote the time to it because of the
generous financial support,” Akin
said. “I believe such high honor will
likely make the hard path of professional writing a bit easier to clear.”

On a beautiful fall day, Nat Akin
takes his Short Story Composition
class outside for a little inspiration.
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From the Archives

Voices From the Past:

A Conversation With the Oldest Alumni
by John E. Harkins, Ph.D.

Graduates of the original Memphis University School are
becoming members of an increasingly exclusive “old boys’
club.” Recently, I had the pleasure of sharing a conversation
with Charles Newell Burch ’27, who is 99, and Charles
Metcalf Crump ’30, who is 95. Those of us immersed in
MUS history had thought for several years that Crump was the
school’s oldest surviving alumnus. Then, out of the blue, a staff
member at Bellevue Baptist Church informed us that Burch
is living in Memphis and generally alert, good humored, and
clear headed.
Burch and Crump had overlapped at MUS only during
Burch’s senior year. Crump remembered Burch, but he had
understood that Burch was deceased. As with Mark Twain,
rumors of Charles Burch’s death had been greatly exaggerated.
I contacted Burch, and we met on May 5, 2009, in
Burch’s home, where he had been a “shut-in” for at least two
years. He remained in his wheelchair while we talked.
Burch had only few and faint recollections from his school
days, perhaps contributing to his initial reticence to meet.
All he knew of the new MUS was that it exists. Prompted by
Crump’s comments, however, Burch warmed to our topic.
William Fitzgerald had been a favorite teacher of his, but had
left by the time that Crump attended MUS. Crump had taken
several years of Latin, remembered Latin teacher C. C. Wright
fondly, and remembered and recited the opening passage of
Virgil’s Aeneid. Burch remembered very little of his Latin, but
he could still decline simple verbs. Burch had changed his
language subject to French, but he had no recollection of Joel
Snider, the only French teacher that Crump remembered.
As they talked, however, these two grand old gentlemen
increasingly found common ground.
Both men had fond recollections of “the pie house,” the
on-campus food service venue. Both remembered Oscar “Bull
Dog” Stone, who proctored the study hall. As youths, both
men had been academically talented. Burch skipped one grade
upon entry to MUS and Crump skipped two grades at his
matriculation. Crump’s brother, Dabney, and Burch had been
about the same age and their families lived near each other on
Union Avenue, just west of Cleveland. Both families were also
members of Calvary Episcopal Church. Crump had served
as a church acolyte, but Burch had not. Upon graduation,
Burch had attended Davidson College, intending to become
a minister of the Gospel. The Great Depression ended his
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Charles Crump

college studies, however, and he
went into business. In mid-life,
however, Burch changed his religious
affiliation to Bellevue Baptist Church,
Charles Burch
and for many decades thereafter, he
taught religion classes to blind persons.
Both men are small framed, and neither was particularly
athletically talented. Yet, both participated in school sports
where they could. Although not playing often, Burch made
the baseball team. Crump tried out for the basketball team,
but ended up as team manager. He did swim the back stroke
on the MUS aquatics team and placed second in the YMCA’s
annual high school swim meet.
Although neither man seemed contentious about it, their
extended families were in opposing camps in the Memphis
political arena. Crump’s father, Dabney Crump, was first
cousin to Memphis political boss E. H. Crump, Jr. Burch
and anti-machine political activist Lucius Burch were also
first cousins. Interestingly, Burch had been a Jeffersonian,
and Crump had been a Hamiltonian in the competing MUS
literary societies of their day. Perhaps local politics counted
for little at that time, for Burch remembered having been
playmates with E. H. Crump’s sons, too.
As Burch tired, he told us we had made him think too
hard and we brought our visit to a close. Our interview yielded
little new information for the Archives, but the recording gives
a sense of the original Memphis University School’s tone and
of the sort of young men it graduated. Years before this 2009
interview, Crump said in another interview that he thought
the greatest distinguishing characteristic of MUS lay not in
its academics or athletics, but rather in its strong moral and
religious orientation and training. What we know of the long
lives of these two oldest MUS alumni fully supports Crump’s
strongly held conviction.
Editor’s Note: Charles Burch passed away on September 26,
2009, shortly before publication of this issue of MUS Today.

Charles Crump (left) was the honored guest at chapel
on August 26, 2009, for the unveiling of his portrait to
students and faculty. Pictured with him are Headmaster
Ellis Haguewood and Crump’s son, Met ’60.

Crump’s Portrait Added to
Wall of MUS Great Leaders
A graduate of the original Memphis University School,
Charles Crump ’30 played a crucial role in the founding of
the new MUS. In honor of his work, his portrait now hangs
in Humphreys Hall.
“We will never forget what we owe him,” said Ellis
Haguewood, headmaster. “Mr. Crump deserves a prominent
place in the pantheon of great leaders who established MUS
in the 1950s.”
Crump called the old MUS a “wonderful school where
dishonest boys were not retained.” He and Alex Wellford,
Sr. ’30, who later became chairman of the new MUS Board
of Trustees, wanted to recreate the school they remembered.
They worked on finding a location, architect, and contractors,
while making sure that it would have the same principles as
the old MUS. Many months and much work later, the school
opened at 6191 Park Avenue.
Crump called his work with re-founding MUS “a great
privilege.” He was a charter member of the Board of Trustees,
serving as vice-chairman for six years from 1954-1959.
Crump attended Pentecost-Garrison School through
sixth grade, then skipped two grades to begin MUS in grade
nine. Obviously a very strong student, he graduated at age 16.
While at MUS, he managed the basketball team, swam the
backstroke on the swim team, and edited and produced the

school’s yearbook, the Red and Blue. He went on to what is
now Rhodes College for his bachelor’s degree then earned a
law degree from the University of Virginia.
He returned to Memphis and practiced law for 71 years
from 1937-2008 at the law firm (now known as Apperson
Crump) founded by his grandfather. He served in the
Navy during World War II, and his distinguished career as
a lawyer was marked by a host of honors. For many years,
he was widely recognized as one of the top legal minds in
Memphis. He helped establish Memphis Area Legal Services
to provide competent legal representation for the underserved, he helped integrate the Memphis Area Chamber of
Commerce and the Memphis Rotary Club, and he helped
establish Holy Communion Episcopal Church.
While a student at MUS, which was then located on
Manassas at Monroe near Downtown, Crump recalled what
he called “the great bell mystery.” At that time, the school
had one big study hall filled with desks, and lavatories in
the back corner. One of the boys tied a bell to a radiator
and strung it along the wall so other boys could ring the
bell throughout the day and interrupt study hall. Oscar
“Bulldog” Stone, who was in charge of the study hall,
gave five demerits to the whole student body for constantly
ringing the tinkling bell.
Stone later cancelled the demerits, but Crump still
laughs at the story nearly 80 years later. It also struck a chord
with today’s students when they incorporated the story into
their Homecoming skits during this year’s pep rally.
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Stan Fri ’71
believes he has been
given a special mission.
Since 2007, he has been committed
to improving education for children
in Tanzania, Africa, one person and
one school at a time.
Fri’s dedication to educating
others is nothing new, as he seems to
have always had a deep connection
with, and admiration for, teaching.
“I’m drawn to teaching because
I love to see people do well,
especially people who haven’t had
much confidence or success in the
past,” said Fri, a former math and
physics teacher. “When I first started
teaching, I thought I would just be
conveying information, but it’s really
about cheerleading, connecting with
students, and finding ways to allow
people to develop their gifts and
better themselves, even when they
have major obstacles.”
But Fri could never have
guessed just what kinds of obstacles
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he would now be helping students
overcome. In fact, when Fri made his
first trip to Africa in June 2007, he
had no thought of getting involved
in education there. He had been
invited by a friend to climb Mt.
Kilimanjaro, and, while in
Tanzania, they would visit
the island of Zanzibar and go
on a wildlife safari.
Naturally curious, Fri likes
to walk and explore whenever he
is in new surroundings and, while
walking in the town of Moshi, he met
two people who, separately, would
influence his decision to return and
help the children.
The first was a young man
named Abdul Juma, who recognized
Fri as a tourist and offered to show
him around the area. The second

ct

was a woman
named Sara Chuo,
the head teacher at
a nearby school who, after
hearing Fri was also passionate
about teaching, showed him her
school and talked to him about her
students’ plight. What Fri saw and
heard would ensure his involvement
with Tanzanian education.
“Unlike here in America, public
schools in Tanzania aren’t free,”
Fri said. “The government pays
the teachers’ salaries, but
students have to pay fees for
everything else – uniforms,
office supplies, nighttime
security, lunch, the cook,
building construction, and even
the use of a desk and chair. Then,
on their own, they must buy pens,
pencils, notebooks, textbooks, and
black leather school shoes. But most
of the students in the poor neighborhoods I visited couldn’t afford all
these costs and had never owned
a single textbook.”

School fees weren’t the only
barriers to the students’ education.
The lack of teaching materials and the
dilapidated state of school buildings also
created enormous problems, according
to Fri, who said he was horrified by
what he saw.
“The average school there has 600
to 700 kids,” he said. “There might be
one dictionary – maybe two – but often
there isn’t one at all. The buildings
do not have electricity, and there are
no real windows, just openings in
the walls. Often, the only cover is a
galvanized steel roof, which makes
the school rooms extremely hot.”
Chuo asked if Fri could find
American sponsors for some of her
students so they could continue their
education rather than dropping out
and accepting a lifetime of poverty.
Fri kept in contact with Juma and
Chuo by e-mail after he returned home.

Juma’s father, Juma Mohamed, who
turned out to be the chairman of their
neighborhood and knew which families
were struggling. Mohamed took Fri door
to door to meet those in financial need.
“At each house, Mohamed
explained who I was and what
sponsorship meant, and, after the family
decided to participate, he filled out an
information sheet on each child, and I
took their picture,” Fri said.

Above,
Stan Fri and
Abdul Juma
team up
to create
a more
organized
project.

Sara Chuo
with some of
her students

“As a teacher, I was offended
by the whole idea of a child wanting
to go to school but being unable to,
so I agreed to try to help,” he said.
In January 2008, Fri was
determined to get all the information
necessary to encourage possible
sponsors in the United States. He
designed a student information form,
and, five months later, he had it
translated into Swahili, Tanzania’s
native language.
Upon returning to Tanzania, he
took pictures of many of the students
at Chuo’s school, and reconnected
with Juma, who took Fri to meet his
family. Fri spent time talking with

On the third day, they didn’t
even have to leave the house because
word had spread throughout the
neighborhood of what they were
doing, and people were lined up at
Mohamed’s door to sign up their
children or grandchildren.
Fri and Juma came up with the
idea to organize themselves into a
cohesive group so that they could get
things accomplished more efficiently.
“The people in Abdul’s neighborhood called our efforts the
Mshikamano Project.” Fri said.
“Mshikamano is Swahili for solidarity
or unification, and I think this name
works on many levels. You have

people coming together and helping
each other. Some are American, some
are African, some are Christian, some
are Muslim, and they’re all in this
together. I feel amazed and humbled
and honored by what’s happened.
But it’s all moving forward and it’s
all falling into place.”
Many of Fri’s family, friends,
and acquaintances have since become
equally excited after hearing about
his efforts in Tanzania. They’ve
given money to sponsor one
or more children – $50 a year
for a primary student or $120
for a secondary student – and
donated shoes, clothes, balls,
and school supplies he can
take to needy students. Thus
far, about 100 children have
been sponsored so they can
attend school, and about 200
more have received assistance
in the form of school supplies,
including textbooks, a place to study
with others, LED flashlights powered
by rechargeable batteries, shared
access to soccer balls and cleats, and
supplemental instruction after school
and on weekends. Additionally,
90 adults have received microfinance
loans to allow them to start small
businesses to become more selfsufficient, and two students have
received loans to attend a Tanzanian
university.
Fri said he never planned to do
anything like what he is now doing,
but he said he feels MUS helped him
learn this kind of selflessness.
“MUS emphasized honor and
a concern for those in need, and it
stressed the importance of developing
the multiple facets of students – not
just for you, but also for others,”
he said. “MUS helps expand your
abilities so you can make contributions to society. Each time I go to
Tanzania, I make a point of telling
the people that the Mshikamano
Project is God’s idea, not Abdul’s
or mine. I am amazed and humbled
by all that has happened and I feel
honored to be a part of it. It is a joy
and a privilege to be doing this.”
For more information, visit
www.changeachildslife.org.
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MUS cheerleaders release the banner to reveal the new stadium name.

Stokes Stadium Dedication Honors Alston
by Elizabeth Moak

It has been three years since the MUS
community celebrated the opening of the new
multi-sports complex, and on August 28, 2009, the
stadium was officially dedicated Stokes Stadium in
honor of Coach Bobby Alston.
“Today, Stokes Stadium serves as one of the
nation’s premier multi-sports complexes,” said
Trow Gillespie ’65, MUS Board of Trustees
member, at the ceremony.
Since 2006, several MUS teams that have
played and practiced at Stokes Stadium have won
state championships, including football, track and
field, and lacrosse.
The stadium underwent major construction
and renovation, including the addition of handicapped access and elevated seating that would
allow fans a better view of the field. These muchneeded upgrades to the stadium would not have
been possible without the generosity of many
people, most notably the Stokes family, long-time
supporters of MUS and its athletic programs.
Anne and John Stokes and Carol and Jack
Stokes ’79 all served as honorary co-chairs for the
Multi-Sports Complex Steering Committee. Carol’s
and Jack’s sons, John ’07 and Will ’09, were both
standout players on the Owls football team.
The dedication ceremony focused on more than
revealing the stadium’s name. Hull-Dobbs Athletic
20
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Field was rededicated in memory of Horace H. Hull
and James K. Dobbs, major contributors to the
campaign to re-open MUS in the early 1950s.
Alston was humble about being honored.
“I feel very unworthy, but immeasurably
grateful,” he said. “Because of the extreme generosity of all of you, we were able to build a field and
a stadium that will stand the test of time for generations to come and, just as the original Hull-Dobbs
Field served several generations, the re-constructed
field and Stokes Stadium will stand for many more.”
Alston pointed out that the Memphis
community has also benefited from this stadium
and field since a variety of organizations use the
facilities during the year, including summer lacrosse
leagues, the BRIDGES Classic, and Memphis Youth
flag football games.
Headmaster Ellis Haguewood shared his views
of Coach Alston’s importance to MUS.
“No one who works at MUS is more creative,
more forward thinking, more selfless than Bobby
Alston,” he said. “No one has a better and deeper
understanding of the mission of MUS and the place
of athletics in supporting that mission, and no
one has greater wisdom in knowing what the truly
important things in life are.”
Haguewood closed the ceremony by leading the
crowd in 15 snappy rahs.

Gifts in Memory and Honor
Your gifts in memory of loved ones or in honor of special friends
directly enable young men at MUS to receive the best education available.
Memorials to Memphis University School support the Annual Fund program.
Families of those whose memories are honored will be notified by an
appropriate card with an acknowledgment to the donor. We gratefully
acknowledge the following gifts to the school:*

M

E M O R I A L S

*Includes gifts received July 8 – October 15, 2009

H

O N O R A R I U M S

Harry I. Bass
Mr. and Mrs. Pearce W. Hammond, Jr. ’86

Brenda Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. William Hurst

Berry B. Brooks ’14
Mr. and Mrs. Fred M. Blackmon, Jr.

Christopher B. Bell ’69
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Fry ’62

Martha H. Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Loeb ’73

E. Hope Brooks III ’80
Mr. and Mrs. Fred M. Blackmon, Jr.

Russell B. Billings, Sr. ’80
Mrs. Anne C. Billings, Mimi, and Buck
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel S. Rembert III ’60
Mr. and Mrs. Kelly H. Truitt ’81

LYSBETH “BETTY”HAWKINS KENT
Mr. Perry D. Dement

CLASS OF 1979 30th rEUNION
Dr. and Mrs. David E. Taylor ’79

Stuart S. Miller ’76
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Ruch, Jr. ’76

CLASS OF 2007
Mr. M. West Askew, Jr. ’07

Samuel Morris Peace, Sr.
Anonymous
Mr. Perry D. Dement

Melvin D. Cooper
Mr. Mark L. Frederick ’69

DALTON CRAWFORD
Mr. Perry D. Dement
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood
Mr. and Mrs. James D. Russell
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew F. Saunders III
VIRGINIA CRAWFORD
Mr. Perry D. Dement
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood
Mr. and Mrs. James D. Russell
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew F. Saunders III
NANCY A. CROSBY
Mr. and Mrs. Ben C. Adams ’74
Mr. Perry D. Dement
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood
Mr. and Mrs. W. Bryan Jones ’80
Mr. and Mrs. James C. Rainer III
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Ruch, Jr. ’76
Mr. and Mrs. James D. Russell
Mr. and Mrs. S. Clay Smythe ’85
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander W. Wellford, Jr. ’60
John P. DeVincenzo
Diane, Walt, and Shelby Chambliss
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander W. Wellford, Jr. ’60
CLAUDIA ELIZABETH WILLINS EARP
Mr. Perry D. Dement

Carter Lee Murray ’94
Mrs. Coralu D. Buddenbohm
David L. Simpson III
Dr. Charlene Creson
PATRICIA ANN TAYLOR
Mr. Michael N. Lyons, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Richard R. Roberts
D. EUGENE THORN
Mr. Nicky Drake
Thomas H. Todd, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood
Mr. and Mrs. Barlow T. Mann ’71
George H. Treadwell, Sr. ’18
Mr. William Nugent Treadwell ’68
JANICE SMITH WESTBROOK
Mr. and Mrs. Brandon L. Westbrook ’92

William T. Fuller
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood

James H. Wetter, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Ben C. Adams ’74
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis L. Haguewood
Mr. and Mrs. James D. Russell

Jean B. Hale
Mr. and Mrs. Ben D. Hale

Robert M. Williams, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander W. Wellford, Jr. ’60

BILLY HARKINS
Dr. and Mrs. John E. Harkins

Lucy B. Wunderlich
Mr. and Mrs. Mark H. George
		 and Mr. Mason H. George ’06

DANIEL L. CUNNINGHAM ’12
Mr. and Mrs. Charles K. Sharpe
Reginald A. Dalle
Mr. and Mrs. Frank M. White, Jr. ’92
Richard L. Essex, Sr. ’67
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan W. Thayer
John H. Grayson III ’12
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Grayson, Sr.
John F. Hiltonsmith
Mr. and Mrs. Charles C. Gerber
Mr. and Mrs. L. Peter Schutt, Jr. ’68
Morgan A. Hunt ’12
Mrs. James T. Palmer
Palmer E. Hunt ’10
Mrs. James T. Palmer
Grayson M. Lynn ’14
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Bowlin
R. WILSON ORR IV ’10
Mr. and Mrs. Rufus W. Orr, Jr.
Spencer L. Richey ’15
Mr. and Mrs. Alvan E. Richey, Jr.
William E. Troutt
Dr. Anita Davis and Dr. Russell Wigginton, Jr.
Kent Wunderlich ’66
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Hutton, Sr.
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Why I Give

by Eddie Batey

People…the reason I give is people.
I embrace the ideals on which our school is founded.
I relish formulating and exchanging ideas. I love feelings of
exhilaration from intense athletic events or well-played theater
productions. But I feel motivated to give because of the people
associated with MUS.
As I get older, I better appreciate the influence of others
Eddie Batey is the
faculty chair of the 2009-10
on my life. How many of us have been touched by the wry,
Annual Fund. A Rhodes
understated humor and quiet grace of Jerry Peters, the passion
College graduate, Batey
for ethical choices and voluminous vocabulary of Norman
joined the faculty in 1982.
While teaching science at
Thompson, the dedication to instruction and attention to
MUS and coaching three
detail of Terry Shelton, the unfathomable compassion and
sports, he earned his master’s
even-handed leadership of Ellis Haguewood, the keen, analytic
in counseling from the
University of Memphis.
judgment and selfless devotion of Bobby Alston, and the
He then added teaching
concern for others’ well-being and steadfastness of Barry Ray?
psychology to his course
As with the writer of Hebrews, I concede that time does
load, and, in the mid-1980s,
he was promoted to director
not permit me to write of the contributions of Jim Russell,
of counseling. In 1989,
Mary Nell Easum, Flip Eikner ’77, Loyal Murphy ’86,
he won the John M. Nail
Mark Counce ’77, Matt Bakke, Joe Tyler, and all other
Outstanding Teaching Award.
colleagues with whom I live out the mission of the school.
Currently, Batey works
alongside Lower School
I enjoy the rare good fortune of working and playing with
Principal Clay Smythe ’85
people I admire. In the glorious game of educating young men,
and Judd Peters ’81 to run the
my teammates are talented, skilled, and experienced. Each
Memphis Leaders program,
a comprehensive leadership
engages students daily, and the results of their cumulative
development program started
contributions are men who can think creatively and carefully,
two years ago that seeks to
and then act both assertively and morally.
develop MUS students into
genuine servant leaders.
My current students continue to be a source of
Batey is the director of
bemusement and hope. If you have ever taught a group of
Memphis Leaders and plays a
seventh graders, you understand the bemusement. The hope
significant role in its current
and future programming.
derives from the anticipation of lessons learned leading to civic
Batey and his wife,
contributions. My former students demonstrate the impression
Honour, have one son,
of the MUS experience on their lives and reinforce for me the
Xander ’09, who is a
freshman at Lyon College
value of what we do.
in Batesville, AR.
My colleagues impress me with both their seriousness of
purpose and management of life’s vicissitudes. These good folk
exert tremendous influence on the young men entrusted to us. I thank God
for the people in administration who continue to afford me the weird and
wonderful experience of hanging out with faculty, students, alumni, and staff
for lo these many years. I am genuinely grateful.
It’s the people.
MUS ANNUAL FUND
To make a gift to the Annual Fund, call (901) 260-1350,
give online at www.musowls.org/donate, or mail a contribution
to 6191 Park Avenue, Memphis, TN 38119.
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W i lli am T h ompson F uller (1922-2009)
William Thompson Fuller was born in Chicago, IL, on April 2, 1922, but spent most
of his childhood in Memphis. He attended the University of the South for one year before
transferring to the United States Naval Academy. After graduating in 1945, he married Mary
Clare Dortch and began a 20-year career with the U.S. Navy, working for Aviation and
Intelligence and accumulating 3,000 hours of flight time.
Fuller retired in 1964 and returned to Memphis with Mary and their two children.
He became a member of the MUS Board of Trustees in 1971 and served as head of the Athletics Committee.
He traveled with former Headmaster Gene Thorn to athletic meetings across the state and also attended every
MUS football, baseball, and basketball game for many years.
Even after his retirement from the board in 1987, Fuller continued to contribute to MUS, supporting the
MUS Campaign for Endowment as well as the then new Sports and Physical Education Center and becoming
a founding member and long-time contributor to the Thorn Society. Fuller passed away at the age of 87. He is
survived by his wife, Mary Fuller; son, William Thompson Fuller III; and daughter, Mimi Fuller Ritchie.

T h omas H ar d y T od d , Jr . (1920-2009)
Thomas Hardy Todd, Jr., a Board of Trustees member from 1960 to 1978 and an
Honorary Board member, passed away on Friday, June 26, 2009, at the age of 89.
He was born in Virginia and served as a naval aviator during WWII. After the war,
he moved to Memphis where he met and married May Snowden in 1947. The couple was
married 59 years.
He eventually became a real estate and securities investor and was a founding member
of the Memphis City Council, on which he served four terms. His other political ventures include two terms
as a state senator as well as serving as former Memphis Mayor Dick Hackett’s executive assistant.
Todd’s community involvement included serving on the boards of the Plough Community Foundation
and First Federal Savings, as well as being a member of the President’s Council at Rhodes College.
Todd is survived by his sons, Thomas Hardy Todd III ’62, Bayard Snowden Todd ’70, and Robert
Carroll Todd ’72, and daughter, Roberta Todd Anderson.

James H unt er W ett er (1925-2009)
James Hunter Wetter, former Board of Trustees member, died on August 8, 2009, in
Memphis. He was 84 years old.
Wetter served on the board from 1963 to 1984 and was a member of the Honorary
Board. He also served on the boards of Presbyterian Day School and Leader Federal Bank.
He was a member of Second Presbyterian Church, where he was an elder emeritus.
Wetter was born in Memphis in 1925, and he graduated from The Hill School in
Pennsylvania before obtaining his degree from Princeton University in 1947. In 1973, he retired as president
of Boyle Insurance Agency. He was also a past president of the Insurors of Memphis as well as a member of
Rotary Club.
Wetter is survived by his wife of 60 years, Betty McCadden Wetter; his three children, Libby Witherington,
Jimmy Wetter, Jr. ’70, and Camille McNeill; four grandchildren, Jim Witherington, Hunter Witherington ’98,
Elizabeth Sherrard, and William Wetter; one great granddaughter, Kate Witherington; his sister, Elise Morgan;
and two nephews, Allen Morgan ’60 and Henry Morgan ’61.
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COVERS
by Lauren Oxner

Richard Bloom ’94
“I have made this
letter longer than usual,
only because I have not
had time to make it
shorter.”
This quote by the
17th century French
philosopher and mathematician, Blaise Pascal
(1623-62), could also
apply to making short
films. According to
Richard Bloom ’94, making a 12-minute short film
is much harder than it sounds, and he should know.
While working toward his goal of becoming a writer,
Bloom and a group of friends shoot short films for
fun. Their most recent creation, Seeds, which stars
Hutchison alumna Sarah Jane Morris ’95, is set for the
festival circuit this year.
An aspiring Hollywood film writer, Bloom has
worked in the art departments of such movies as Men
in Black II, Austin Powers II, and Land of the Lost while
living in Los Angeles for ten years.
“Last year, I saw a film that stars the famous drag
queen RuPaul, and I thought it would be interesting to
cast him outside of type – in a drama,” he said. “So, in
Seeds, he meets [Morris] at a bus stop, and the interchange between them ends up affecting both of their
lives forever. It’s a subtle story about loss and moving
on – with a killer song.”
Bloom and his friends shot the film over a
weekend, and while 12 minutes may not sound very
long, the editing that went into the project makes the
entire process challenging and rewarding.
“It’s a frantic couple of shoot days and then weeks
in editing to distill the footage down into a cohesive,
coherent film,” Bloom said. “But the end result always
makes it worth the hard work. Sarah Jane [Morris] is
unbelievable in the film; she can act the phone book.”
Bloom said his involvement with the Theater
Department at MUS fed his interest in the arts. He
later completed a double major in theater and business
at the College of William & Mary. Upon graduation,
he interned as a writer for Mike Myers, who famously
played British film spy Austin Powers. That job took
him to L.A., and he has been in love with the movie
scene since then.
“I love theater, but movies allow you to reach more
people with a story at one time. And over time – a film
lives forever.”
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Gene Dattel ’62
Gene Dattel ’62 has done a little
bit of everything since leaving MUS.
From working on Wall Street, to
lecturing at universities, to writing
financial history books, Dattel has
made his mark in more ways than
one. Recently, to the acclaim of noted
economists, politicians, and historians,
he published his second book, Cotton
and Race in the Making of America: The
Human Costs of Economic Power, which
places an intense focus on the role of
cotton in America’s economic progression from 1787 to 1930.
For Dattel, the importance of cotton in American history is
an unexplored financial force and is central in shaping America’s
history, not just Southern history.
“My interest in finance, history, and race led me to write this
book about cotton, which is the single most important determinant
of the destiny of America,” Dattel said. “Cotton is a proxy for an
economic force that ripped through the landscape of 19th century
America. Cotton carried with it enormous benefits, as well as slavery.
We need to be more aware of the economic underpinnings of our
society. Without cotton, slavery would have become extinct; without
slave-produced cotton, there would have been no Civil War.”
Dattel, who majored in history at Yale and received his J.D.
from Vanderbilt, spent 20 years on Wall Street working for Salomon
Brothers as a managing director. While working overseas for the
company in such locales as London, Hong Kong, and Tokyo, he
developed an interest in financial institutions, an interest that led
him to his first book, The Sun That Never Rose. Since then, Dattel
has served as a visiting lecturer on financial institutions and financial
history at many schools – Yale, MIT, NYU, Johns Hopkins, and
Vanderbilt.
The prominent economic historian Richard Sylla of New York
University called the book a “gem – one of the finest works on the
American experience to appear in many years.” Cotton and Race in
the Making of America blends three of Dattel’s interests: history,
economics, and race, a combination he used for a very specific purpose.
“I wanted to give the reader an insight into both the forces that
shaped America and the historical figures who played large roles,”
he said.
Dattel was also eager to emphasize the effect his experience at
MUS has had on his career.
“I am very much indebted to MUS,” he said. “My experience
in the classroom and the environment helped to prepare me for
both college and my career. As with many other MUS alumni, my
exposure to the intellect, curiosity, humor, and discipline of William
Hatchett has given me the tools, the confidence, and the organizational skills to pursue my many interests. He opened a new world
for many of us.”

David Ferebee
MUS athletic trainer
David Ferebee’s master’s
thesis “Exercise Training
Status and Postprandial
Oxidative Stress” will be
included in the December
issue of the research
journal Medicine & Science
in Sports & Exercise.
Ferebee’s paper
focused on a study
designed to determine
whether exercise training status has an attenuating effect
on postprandial oxidative stress, which is essentially the
stress put on the body after eating a high saturated fat,
high calorie meal. Ferebee’s University of Memphis thesis
professor, Dr. Richard Bloomer, took a special interest in
his work and has co-authored the paper.
“I had a few choices for thesis topics, based on what
the exercise and sports science faculty were currently
working on in their respective labs, and Dr. Bloomer’s work
interested me the most,” Ferebee said. “To our knowledge,
this was the first postprandial oxidative stress study to
analyze how chronic exercise might impact this condition.”
Bloomer, whose own research interests include the
interaction of exercise and oxidative stress, developed the
project with Ferebee. After some additions from Bloomer,
including a focus on gender difference within the study,
Ferebee’s manuscript was sent to a publisher.
According to Ferebee, although this type of study
deals more with overall health and fitness than it does with
his everyday job as an athletic trainer at an all-boys high
school, the results shown in the article could shed some
light on certain health issues facing Americans.
“There are many factors, including lifestyle, environmental, and genetic, that may positively or negatively
contribute to a person’s risk of chronically excessive
oxidative stress, and, consequently, various associated
diseases,” Ferebee said. “Our study is one of many that just
scratch the surface of our understanding of this issue.”

Dr. John Harkins
Dr. John Harkins, MUS archivist
and former History Department
chair, has been at it again. After
seeing his book Historic Shelby
County: An Illustrated History
published in 2008 to high
critical acclaim, Harkins recently
published Memphis Chronicles:
Bits of History from The Best Times,
which profiles major Memphis
heroes, places, and milestones.
With this venture, Harkins has
thematically grouped together a compilation of most of the
columns he has written over the past six years for The Best Times,
one of the Mid-South’s largest circulation monthly news magazines.
“In 2004, Walter Wills ’67 and I approached Lester
Gingold, publisher of The Best Times, because there just wasn’t
much being published about local history at that juncture,”
Harkins said. “We all three really felt there should be some
regular public forum for Memphis history, so that’s how I got
started writing the monthly column.”
When a representative from The History Press, a Charleston,
SC-based publishing company, approached Harkins about writing
another book on Memphis history, he jumped at the chance.
“Honestly, when I started the column, I didn’t think I’d be
doing it long enough to eventually put together a sizeable compilation,” he said. “But when I was approached about this project, I
had written more than 60 columns covering aspects of Memphis
history. In many of them, I include things about MUS or the
West Tennessee Historical Society. I frequently can get both
institutions’ images out before the public, so I feel that creating
this book has been a worthwhile and very fun endeavor.”
Although Harkins said he will never pass up an opportunity to promote Memphis-area history, he revealed another
motivation that drove him to undertake this book project.
“I am currently the president of the Mid-South Writers
Association,” he said. “To put it bluntly, some of us are just
compulsive writers. I carried on multiple correspondences while
I served in the Navy, and even now I always do some form of
writing, be it letters or in a personal journal. If one writes often
enough and long enough, he or she gets better at it. Writing just
kind of becomes second nature. We need support groups like
the Writers Association to encourage and develop our fledgling
writers. All of this background has been part of the driving force
behind my work on this new book.”
Memphis Chronicles can be found at Davis-Kidd Booksellers
and online at www.daviskidd.com.
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Send news to your class representative listed below or to Claire Farmer at claire.farmer@musowls.org
’58 Class Rep Needed .........contact claire.farmer@musowls.org
’59 Goodloe Early ..........................................gearly2@aol.com
’60 Met Crump .............................. metcrump@crumpfirm.com
Alex Wellford .................................. wellford@comcast.net
’61 Scott May ...........................................sfmay@bellsouth.net
’62 Jerry Bradfield .................................... jbradfi293@aol.com
’63 Doug Ferris ....................................dferris@ffcfuelcells.com
’64 Bill Quinlen .................................. wquinlen@bellsouth.net
’65 Bob Heller ...................................... hrheller3@comcast.net
Rick Miller .......................................... rmiller634@aol.com
’66 Chuck Smith .................................... duckhead50@aol.com
’67 John Pettey ...................... john.pettey@morgankeegan.com
’68 Bill Ferguson ................................................ 901-278-6868
’69 Scott Wellford ...................................swellford@orgill.com
’70 Steve Bledsoe.................................... bledsoe018@aol.com
Warren Ayres ................................. wwayres@bellsouth.net
’71 Barlow Mann ........................ barlow.mann@sharpenet.com
Phil Wiygul .................................. philwiygul@earthlink.net
’72 Denby Brandon ........ denbybrandon@brandonplanning.com
Joel Hobson .......................... jhobson@hobsonrealtors.com
’73 Cecil Humphreys ...................... chumphreys@glankler.com
Wise Jones ....................................wise.jones@regions.com
’74 Mark Ruleman ..............mark.ruleman@raymondjames.com
’75 Lee Marshall ..................lee.marshall@jordanextrusion.com
’76 Lane Carrick ............................lane@sovereignwealth.com
’77 Bruce Moore .............................. jmoore1977@comcast.net
’78 Joe Morrison ............................ joe.m.morrison@gmail.com

Upcoming Alumni Events
Special Event Day ∙ Saturday, January 16
WISH BOWL: Billy Hardwick’s All Star Lanes, 1:00–4:00 p.m.
Form your own bowling team or be drafted by one. The MUS Civic Service
Organization is hosting this event as a fundraiser, with proceeds going to
the Make-A-Wish Foundation. The cost is $20 per person. Register online
at www.musowls.org/NetCommunity/WishBowlSignUp.
BATTLE OF THE BANDS: Hyde Chapel, 4:00–6:30 p.m.
Think you’ve heard it all? Think again! Alumni, faculty, and student bands
will compete for prizes.
SALUTE TO COACH PETERS: Todd-Snowden Gymnasium
The varsity basketball team plays Lausanne at 7:30 p.m. At halftime, we
celebrate the 40th anniversary of Coach Jerry Peters’ ﬁrst undefeated
regular season.

On the Road

MUS will host an alumni event in New York: Tuesday, January 26

Young Alumni Social

Social event for MUS, Hutchison, and St. Mary’s
Classes of 1996-2005: Thursday, February 18, 5:30 p.m.
For more details of events, check our Web site at
www.musowls.org/NetCommunity/AlumniReunionsAndEvents

STAY INFORMED...SIGN UP FOR...
Give us your current e-mail address so you
donʼt miss any e-invitations or updates on events.
See more information on the back cover.
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’79 Fleet Abston.....................................fabston@turlwave.com
Arthur Fulmer .................................afulmer@fulmerco.com
’80 Mel Payne ...................................... mel_payne@yahoo.com
George Skouteris ............................. skouterislaw@aol.com
’81 Rob Hussey .....................................rjhussey3@comcast.net
Kelly Truitt .........................................kelly.truitt@cbre.com
’82 John Dunavant ..................... john.dunavant@dunavant.com
’83 Jim Burnett .......................jim.burnett@morgankeegan.com
Jim Harwood ............................ jharwood@wundernet.com
’84 Bob McEwan ............... robert.mcewan@morgankeegan.com
’85 John Apperson ............................... japperson@centllc.com
Craig Witt ..................................... craighwitt@hotmail.com
’86 Andy McArtor .......................................andy@mcartor.com
Ted Miller ...................................... ted.miller@regions.com
Gavin Murrey ................gavin.murrey@morgankeegan.com
’87 Jonny Ballinger ...................... jonnyballinger@hotmail.com
Bo Brooksbank ......................... boandalanna@bellsouth.net
’88 Max Painter .................................. mpainter1@comcast.net
Fred Schaeffer ........................fschaeffer@memphis.nef.com
’89 Scott Sherman ...................scott.sherman@ftnfinancial.com
’90 Brian Eason ...................................... easonx5@comcast.net
Philip Wunderlich ...................... pwunder@wundernet.com
’91 Trent Allen .................................trenteallen@allenssteel.net
Darrell Cobbins ............. darrell@universalcommercial.com
Brett Grinder ............................bgrinder@grindertaber.com
’92 Chuck Hamlett..................... chamlett@bakerdonelson.com
Brandon Westbrook ........... brandon.westbrook@gmail.com
’93 Thomas Quinlen ................................ quinletc@yahoo.com
Gil Uhlhorn ................................. guhlhorn@bassberry.com
’94 Ben Clanton ..................................bclanton@duncanw.com
Kirby May ...................................... kirbymay@hotmail.com
Jason Whitmore ...................... avalanchez66@hotmail.com
’95 David Bradford ............................... dbradford@ssr-inc.com
Gideon Scoggin ..........gideon.scoggin@banktennessee.com
Will Thompson ......................... wthompson@nfcinvest.com
’96 Nelson Cannon .......................nelsoncannon@hotmail.com
Robert Dow .......................................mail@robertdow.com
’97 Trey Jones ................................... trey.jones@allenberg.com
Michael Thompson .........................mtjr@thompson-co.com
’98 Erick Clifford ..................................... eclifford@harbert.net
Don Drinkard ............................... don.drinkard@cbre.com
Justin Lohman ................................. lohmanjw@yahoo.com
’99 Chip Campbell ................................ ccampbell@tdplc.com
Norfleet Thompson
’00 Michael Liverance ................ liverance.michael@gmail.com
Ryan Miller ..................................ryan@gullanecapital.com
’01 Daniel McDonell ............................ dmcdonell@gmail.com
Battle Williford ..........bwilliford@themetropolitanbank.com
’02 Gene Bledsoe ..................... gene.bledsoe@ftnfinancial.com
Frank Langston .................................. flangston@gmail.com
Will Saxton ........................................... wsaxton@uark.edu
’03 Jamie Drinan ...............................james.drinan@gmail.com
Edward Nenon .....................................enenon@gmail.com
’04 John Collier ........................................ jcollier@collier.com
Elliot Embry ................................... elliotembry@gmail.com
’05 Kane Alber ......................................... kralber@olemiss.edu
Sam Sawyer ........................... samhuttonsawyer@gmail.edu
’06 Sam Coates .....................................scoates@memphis.edu
Chad Hazlehurst .................................... chazlehu@utk.edu
’07 West Askew ................................... west.askew@gmail.com
Blake Cowan ...........................................jcowan1@utk.edu
’08 Michael Cross .................... michael.s.cross@vanderbilt.edu
Connell Hall ..................................wcchall@email.unc.edu
’09 Rhobb Hunter ......................................... rhunter5@slu.edu
Jim Moore ........................................... jimmoore@uga.edu
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’58
Bill Butler mentioned that SunTrust
Bank, formerly NBC, ﬁnally collected the
full amount of a loan from a Mississippi
cotton customer when the bank collected
on a $1 million life
insurance policy held
as collateral. The loan
loss occurred in 1983,
and was the only
“bad loan” during his
career as a lender with
the bank.

’59
Allen Malone, a partner with Burch,
Porter & Johnson, has been named to
the 2010 edition of The Best Lawyers in
America.

’60

50thREUNION

SEPT. 24-25, 2010

Archie McLaren was honored by
the New West Symphony as their 2009
Maestro of Food and Wine, an honor that
rotates annually. The New West Symphony
stated, “The Maestro of Food and Wine
is one whose marketing, promotion, and
education of the consumer about wines,
winemaking, and its coupling with food,
elevates the gustatory experience to levels
heretofore unrealized. Archie McLaren’s
immense contributions to the world of
food and wine, both here and throughout
the country, and his philanthropic and
civic activities in support of the arts make
us proud to honor him as Symphony of
Wine’s 2009 Maestro of Food and Wine.”
This summer, we ran into Carol Perel
at the Cotton Exchange Building where
she serves as operations manager for the
Cotton Museum. In discussing Phil
Perel, her late husband, we reminisced
that he was a fun and inventive individual and a voracious reader on a wide
variety of subjects. He was a true Renaissance man.
Alex Wellford was honored by the
MUS Alumni Executive Board as the
Alumni Volunteer of the Year. See article
on page 29.
This summer, the impressive Bascom
Center for the Visual Arts opened in
Highlands, NC, in the most elegant of
reconstructed barns. Willis Willey has
been a leader in the project and is slated

to become chairman of the board. His
sister, Lee Willey Bowman, was appointed
this spring as the minister at the First
Presbyterian Church, which Willis and
his wife, Vance, have attended while
spending the summer there.

The Class of 1959 celebrated their
50th reunion in May (see MUS Today,
August 2009, page 39), but four
members also attended Friday night
Homecoming festivities. They were
(pictured above) Bill Simmons, Bryan
Nearn, Allen Malone, and Ted Bailey.

’61
John Bell and Scott May enjoyed a
three-day trout ﬁshing trip on the White
River. John would catch more trout if
he would leave his iPhone at home; he
spends too much time selling planes
off his Web site. Last summer, John and
Tammy spent ﬁve weeks in Montana,
training Labrador retrievers and trout
ﬁshing. They have a large travel trailer
with enough antennas and dishes to make
NASA jealous.
Jeb Blount and friends have been
following the Owls varsity football team
to their Mississippi games.

Last spring, Hammond Cole took
two gobblers off his 80-acre Millington
lakeside home and is waiting for bow
season to start; he just walks out his back
door and is back with dinner before Kay
has the breakfast dishes washed. When in
doubt in a hunting situation, Hammond
thinks: “WWSD (What would Scott do).”
He says it works almost every time.
Tom Hutton, an attorney with
Martin Tate Morrow & Marston, has been
included in The Best Lawyers in America for
2010.
Barbara and Pitt Hyde are back in the
USA. They have a son in the ﬁfth grade
at PDS. Pitt recently lectured to his son’s
class on starting businesses that are now
traded on the New York Stock Exchange,
using his AutoZone and Fred Smith’s ‘62
FedEx as examples.
Snow and Henry Morgan are fulﬁlling a long-time dream of building a vacation home in Montana. They purchased
several hundred acres backing up to
“government land.” Henry says they had
some initial “title problems” because their
property was once the site of a gold mine.
Just to keep Snow busy while he is away
hunting and ﬁshing, Henry bought her
picks, shovels, etc. for her new hobby.
Arthur Seelbinder and Kathy are
almost ﬁnished with their restoration
of Astor Court. They plan on selling the
historic New York house, overlooking the
Hudson River, and moving on to their
next “ﬁ xer-upper.”

’62
Fred Smith received a Medal of Honor
from the American Chamber in France
at the 114th annual Benjamin Franklin
Awards Dinner Gala in Paris in June. He
was honored for his work as co-chairman

The Class of 1964 celebrated their 45th reunion. Members in attendance
were Richard Doughtie, Sandy Lynn, Ray Brakebill, Greg Warren,
Frank Tenent, Barham Ray, and Bill Quinlen.
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Marriages
Brad Wilkinson ’82 to J.B. Crews
on October 12, 2008
Ben Clanton ’94 to Lane Arnold
on May 2, 2009
Drew Harris ’96 and Jenny
Komsthoeft on October 3, 2009
Brian Ricketts ’96 to Cindy
Smith on July 10, 2009
Robert Faber ’98 to Anne Liles
on August 22, 2009
Dale Crow ’99 to Gail Meekins
on April 18, 2009
Jonathan Scruggs ’99 to Neel
Heckle on June 27, 2009
Brian Katz ’01 and Amy Cohen
on October 17, 2009
Tread Thompson ’01 to Chancey
Philips on June 13, 2009
Trevor Knight ’02 to Cameron
Stokes on May 23, 2009
Josh Williamson ’03 to Emily
Pope on May 30, 2009
Will Covington ’04 to Hope
Thompson on December 27, 2009
Adam Kaplan ’04 to Jennifer
Blank on June 4, 2009
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Laura and Allen Graber ’87,
a daughter, Eloise Roslyn,
born May 8, 2009
Sara and Swayne Latham ’90,
a son, Christopher Steele, born
September 2, 2009
Lisa and Brandon Williams ’91,
a son, Charles Sumner, born
July 23, 2009
Bonnie and Jason Shelby ’92,
a daughter, Georgia McKee,
born June 23, 2009
Elizabeth and Frank White ’92,
a daughter, Anna Sharon, born
March 15, 2009
Ashley and Bill Warnock ’94,
a son, William Shapard Ashley,
born May 21, 2009
Allison and Kem Wilson ’94,
a son, Charles Kemmons IV,
born July 8, 2009
Jane Kathryn and Matt Evans ’95,
a daughter, Caroline Saunders,
born September 28, 2009
Laura and Kevin Howard ’95,
a son, Kevin McCabe II, born
April 25, 2009
Molly and Parrish Taylor ’96,
a son, Robert Parrish IV (Ivey),
born July 9, 2009

Births

Kathryn and Kennon Vaughan ’96,
a son, Luke Hooks, born
August 12, 2009

Billie and Joey Pierce ’79,
twins, a son, Issak Harry,
and a daughter, Frankie Marielle,
born July 11, 2009

Deupree and Will McDonald ’97,
a son, Preston Robb, born
May 27, 2009

Deidra and Don Wiener ’85,
a daughter, Morgan Bradford,
born July 29, 2009

Anne and David Willson ’99,
a daughter, Margaret Stephens
(Maggie), born March 16, 2009

Katherine and John Dobbs ’85,
a son, John Hull III, born
January 13, 2009

Deaths

DECEMBER 2009

Charles N. Burch ’27
Stuart S. Miller ’76

of the French-American Business Council.
The MUS Alumni Executive Board also
honored Fred as the Alumnus of the Year.
See article on page 29.

’63
Rusty Bloodworth will serve on the
2009-10 Leadership Memphis Board of
Directors.

’65

45thREUNION

SEPT. 24-25, 2010

After an absence spanning decades in
the “Big Orange country” of East Tennessee, Steve Keltner has returned home.
Steve developed premier leisure properties
in Gatlinburg and Knoxville and is now
involved with commercial real estate in
Shelby County. To herald his return, Steve
was the subject of a Memphis Flyer article
detailing his two state championships in
track while at MUS and his years at UT.
Ever humble, Steve gave credit to his
“ole track coach” Jerry Peters for his
development and success.
Hank Shelton has been selected for
The Best Lawyers in America for 2010. He is
with the Adams and Reese law ﬁrm.

’66
Henry Doggrell was recently elected
to the Memphis College of Art Board of
Trustees.
The more things change, the more
they stay the same. Our football team,
undefeated when this was written, not to
mention defending state champs, are led
in scoring this season by Hank Hill’s son
Hank ’10. With 14 touchdown passes and
a new school record thus far, Hank and the
Owls are well on their way to hopefully
another undefeated season and a state title.

’68
The Strangers – Allen McCool ’77,
Steve Rhea, Jimbo Robinson, Peter
Schutt, Cleo Stevenson, and Terry
Wilson, and with special guest appearances by John Hiltonsmith and Ed Raines
– have released a new CD entitled The
Strangers Rediscovered, featuring both old
and new recordings, so duck walk to your
social media device of choice and order
one from Rhea.

F r ed Smi t h

and

Alex W ellfor d H onor ed

								

by Elizabeth Moak

The Alumni Executive Board recognizes alumni
who symbolize the ideals of honor, service, and
involvement in the life of the school. At the board’s
annual luncheon, Bobby Wade ’84, outgoing
president, presented Frederick W. Smith ’62
with the Alumnus of the Year Award and named
Alexander W. Wellford, Jr. ’60 the Volunteer of
the Year. Incoming president, John H. Dobbs, Jr. ’85
presented Wade a gift for his service.

by

Alumni

V olunt eer of t h e Y ear

Alex Wellford remarked that he first volunteered at MUS
in 1963, when he was a junior in college, and believes that he
may have been a volunteer longer than any other graduate.
“Colonel Lynn called in September to see when I was
going back to college,” he recalled. “I told him that I was
leaving in three weeks. He said that a teacher had had a
religious experience and had left that night for California
and asked me to teach eighth grade English. I had a great
time doing it, but never even
lumnus of t h e ear
thought to ask about pay. I
While a student, Fred
remember a student asking
Smith served as Honor Council
me my qualifications to teach,
president and was a recipient
and I replied that I had a
of the Faculty Cup for General
high school diploma. Several
Excellence. He played football
years later, I taught Latin and
for Coach Jake Rudolph and
English at MUS for a year.”
basketball for Coach Gene
In serving MUS, he has
Thorn who he remembered
been a trustee of the school
threw underhanded free
since 1988. Wellford is a
throws.
founding member of the Thorn
“Mr. [Leigh] McQueen
Society. He serves as class
and Mr. [William] Hatchett
representative for his class, and
inspired me to be an educated
occasionally for surrounding
Alex Wellford
Fred Smith
man,” Smith recalled. “These
classes as well.
gifted teachers made us want to
After obtaining a B.A. in
learn, and that idea is instilled
English from Princeton, he
in the school today.”
received his J.D. from Yale.
Smith went to Yale
A partner at Farris Bobango
University, and, upon graduBranan, PLC, Wellford is
ation in 1966, served as an
a former president of the
officer in the Marine Corps in
Memphis Bar Association.
Vietnam. When he returned
“I appreciate the honor,
stateside in 1970, Smith spent
but I like to think that the
the next several months develaward this year partially honors
oping FedEx, now a $34 billion
my father,” Wellford said.
company.
He related some stories
Smith has served on
about his father’s work in
Bobby Wade passes the gavel to
the boards of St. Jude Children’s Research
re-establishing MUS in 1954. The
incoming president John Dobbs.
Hospital and the Mayo Foundation. He is a
elder Wellford quit most of his other
member of the Aviation Hall of Fame, the Business Roundcommunity service during the next 24 years while serving as
table and the CATO Institute. Smith is also co-chairman of
board chairman.
the Energy Security Leadership Council.
Referring to his family’s admiration for Fred Smith,
Internationally, he is the former chairman of the U.S.Wellford remarked that he might have been the first person
China Business Council and is the current chairman of the
to use FedEx when its airport office first opened in 1973.
French-American Business Council, which named him its
“I had a legal brief due to the 6th Circuit in Cincinnati,
2006 Person of the Year. Smith received the Medal of Honor
and it had to get there the next day,” Wellford said. “At that
from the American Chamber of Commerce in France.
time, lawyers often personally delivered briefs to the court.
BARRON’s magazine lists him among the world’s best CEOs.
I decided to try FedEx and drove to the airport. The next day,
Smith is a member of the Ross M. Lynn Society, the Crest
I called the court and was informed that the brief had not
and Cornerstone Society, and has been a major contributor to
arrived. I called FedEx and was told who had signed for the
the Doors to New Opportunities and Multi-Sports Complex
package. I called the court back. It turned up. I have been a
campaigns.
fan of FedEx ever since.”
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40th Reunion for the Class of 1969

’69
Since the ﬁnal guests did not leave
Scott Wellford’s house until 1:00 a.m.,
it’s safe to assume that everyone who
attended the reunion had a great time.
Scott says, “thanks to Dick Cowan,
Laurence Dobbins, John Keesee,
Webster McDonald, and Ike Seelbinder for all their efforts.” Thank you
to Scott for leading the group.
Congratulations to Joel Bailey and
his wife, Lisa, on their recent marriage.
A box set of the inﬂuential work of
Memphis band, Big Star, is due out this
year on Rhino Records. Both Chris Bell
and Andy Hummel were in the band.
Jan and Phillip Crawford are still
in Waco, Texas. Their son is in the Navy
training to be a pilot.
William Fones, an attorney with
Baker Donelson, has been named in The
Best Lawyers in America for 2010.
Ric Humphreys is still living in
Memphis and working for UBS Financial.
David Luther practices corporate
and securities law in Dallas. He is a
partner in the ﬁrm of K&L Gates LLP.
It was great to see Angus McPhaul
and his wife, Allyson. They had not been
back in Memphis in 40 years. Don’t stay
away so long, Angus.
Bill Rachels came in from Florida for
the reunion. He brought his father with
him to the Homecoming barbeque on
Friday. It was great to see them both.
John Remmers has retired and is
devoting his time to non-proﬁt organizations. He lives in the Chesapeake Bay area.
Louis Matherne is head of the
Virginia area blood donations He sees
classmate John Remmers frequently.
DeWitt Shy, a partner with Burch,
Porter & Johnson, has been named in The
Best Lawyers in America for 2010.
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Woods Weathersby has been
selected for inclusion in The Best Lawyers
in America for 2010. He is a partner in the
ﬁrm of Evans Petree Bogatin.
Arthur Yeates is with Looney Ricks
Kiss Architects in Memphis. His wife,
Jenny, is preparing for the December half
marathon.

’70

40 REUNION
th

SEPT. 24-25, 2010

Okay, guys, our big 40th reunion is
soon to be upon us. Please e-mail Warren Ayres at wwayres@bellsouth.net to
let him know in what activities you would
be interested, and if you will attend. He
needs information on each of you, so as
promised, some fun facts will appear in
the next issue of MUS Today.
Tom Berdeja looks to still be in
Buzzard basketball shape. He and his wife,
Rhiannon, recently moved to midtown
Memphis.
Living in Boston, Hughes Mayo is
still working for FedEx and enjoying life
as a recent empty-nester with his wife,
Susan.
Fontaine Moore has not lost a step
on the dance ﬂoor and cannot wait to
show us at the reunion.
After having an abdominal aortic aneurysm in April, still single Jim Schaeffer returned to practicing criminal law.
Shep Tate, an attorney with Bass,
Berry & Sims, has been included in The
Best Lawyers in America for 2010.

’72
Denby Brandon has been selected
for induction in the Robert E. Musto
Tennessee Insurance Hall of Fame at the
Jenning A. Jones College of Business at
Middle Tennessee State University.

Rickman Brown was inducted into
the Rhodes College Athletic Hall of Fame
in October 2009 during their Homecoming festivities.

’73
Buck Lewis, immediate past president of the Tennessee Bar Association and
a shareholder in the Memphis ofﬁce of
Baker Donelson Bearman Caldwell &
Berkowitz, PC, was elected vice chair of
the Tennessee Supreme Court’s Access
to Justice Commission in July. Buck was
appointed to the commission by the Tennessee Supreme Court on April 3, 2009.
He chairs the commission’s task force on
pro bono attorney involvement.
Elmer Stout, John Bryce,
Cummings Marlow, and Bill Adams
planned to defend their title as winners
of last year’s Alumni Golf Scramble, but,
alas, their gallant attempt to repeat ended
just shy of victory. Wise Jones tried
to soften the disappointment with the
excuse, “Must have been too much youth
or too few libations.”

’74
Ben Adams was elected as chairman
of the executive committee of the
Memphis Shelby Crime Commission.
Nathan Bicks, a partner with Burch,
Porter & Johnson, has been named in
The Best Lawyers in America for 2010.
Buck Wellford, an attorney with
Baker Donelson, has been named in The
Best Lawyers in America for 2010.
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’75

35thREUNION

SEPT. 24-25, 2010

The Society of Hospital Medicine
announced that Wiley Robinson
earned the Fellow in Hospital Medicine
designation – special recognition for
society members who have distinguished
themselves among their colleagues and
the hospital medicine specialty.

’76
John Good, an attorney with Bass
Berry & Sims, has been included in
The Best Lawyers in America for 2010.
Steve Hickman is headmaster of
Episcopal Collegiate School in Little Rock.

’77
John Murrah has been selected for
inclusion in The Best Lawyers in America
for 2010. He is a partner in the ﬁrm of
Evans Petree Bogatin.

’78
Jim Barton is a writing specialist
at Holy Innocents’ Episcopal School, an
independent school in Atlanta.

30th Reunion for the Class of 1979

’82

’79
Paul Edwards has been selected for
inclusion in The Best Lawyers in America
for 2010. He is a partner in the ﬁrm of
Evans Petree Bogatin.

’80

30thREUNION

SEPT. 24-25, 2010

Cannon Allen has been selected for
The Best Lawyers in America for 2010. He is
with the Adams and Reese law ﬁrm.

35th Reunion for the Class of 1974

As of May 25, Michael Howard has
been assigned as the installation chaplain
for U.S. military forces at the NATO Joint
Warfare Center in Stavanger, Norway.
Plenty of room for family and friends to
come visit Michael, Shannon, and their
children, Michael, Jr. and Walker.
2009 has been a blessed year for the
family of Joe Lazarov. He has been
producing “Gossip Girl,” now going
into its third season. Joe is sure all of his
classmates who have daughters aged 15
and up know the show well! In addition
to producing, Joe just directed another
episode of “Gossip Girl” that aired on
October 26 on the CW network. He will
direct another that is scheduled to air
February 1, 2010. He is working in New
York City and commutes from his home
in Los Angeles. Joe’s daughter, Ava, was in
the episode that Joe directed on October
26. She was a trick-or-treater dressed as
Lady Gaga. As of now, she has no plans to
be an actress, thank goodness!

’83
Taylor French and his wife, Tracy,
live in Winter Park, CO, and have a
daughter, Abby (5). Taylor was recently
awarded the Certiﬁed Property Manager
certiﬁcate, one of the highest awards
given in the real estate industry.
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’84
Michael Peeler has been named
senior vice president of FirstBank.
Jon Peters is a graduate of the 2009
Leadership Memphis Executive Program.

’85

25thREUNION

SEPT. 24-25, 2010

Deidra and Don Wiener have a new
daughter, Morgan Bradford Wiener. She
is joining her big sister, Marilyn, who is a
second grader at Hutchison.

’86
Wesley Grace has been named vice
chairman of the Center City Revenue
Finance Corp., which oversees tax freezes,
bond issues, and other ﬁnancing measures
to spur Downtown development. Wesley’s
day job is in investment banking at
Wunderlich Securities.
Lee Harkavy, an attorney with Wyatt
Tarrant & Combs, has been selected for
inclusion in The Best Lawyers in America
for 2010.

’87
Paul Boyle is a graduate of the 2009
Leadership Memphis Executive Program.
Geoff Butler continues his work as
a ﬁreﬁghter with the Poudre Fire Authority in Fort Collins, CO. When he’s not
ﬁghting ﬁres, Geoff manages a small
consulting practice specializing in community wildﬁre issues and has also taken

up lacrosse because he enjoys the therapeutic nature of hitting other grown men
with a stick. He and his wife, Jane, have
been married for seven years and have two
children, Peter (6) and Madeleine (4).
It has been a very busy year in the
Dave Evans household. Dave currently
serves as the director of operations for
the 963rd Airborne Air Control Squadron, known as the “World Famous Blue
Knights.” From January to May 2009, Dave
was forward deployed as the detachment
commander for the 963rd Expeditionary
Airborne Air Control Squadron, known as
the “World Famous Caribbean Knights.”
Their mission was to perform counter drug
operations, and they assisted in the capture
of more than $1.8 billion of illegal narcotics. Dave was recently offered to command
the Grifﬁns of the 552nd Training Squadron and will be commanding more than
300 students and instructors who will be
training the ﬁnest command and control
operators in the world.
Congratulations to Allen Graber and
his wife, Laura, on the birth of their second
child, daughter Eloise Roslyn, born May
8, 2009. She joins older brother, Finn (2).
Allen is working in a sales and business
development capacity for an e-commerce
software company called ShopVisible
(shopvisible.com) and is also a partner.
Johnny Norris has a lot to celebrate
these days. Along with being selected by
the Memphis Business Journal as one of
Memphis’ Top 40 Under 40, he was recently elevated to partner at Jackson Lewis,
LLP, a national management-side labor
and employment law ﬁrm in Memphis.
He and his wife, Kimberly, have two sons,
Spencer (5) and Preston (19 months). In his
spare time, Johnny plays bass guitar with

25th Reunion for the Class of 1984
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early alternative/80s college rock cover
band WALRUS. The band has cornered
the reunion market and has helped MUS,
CBHS, Hutchison, and Germantown
classes celebrate their 20-year reunions for
the last several years.
Howard Sklar recently left American
Express to join Hewlett Packard as the
global trade and anti-corruption strategist
in their compliance and ethics group.
Howard was American Express’ ﬁrst-ever
global anti-corruption leader. He and his
wife, Leslie, have been married for ten
years and live on Long Island, NY, with
their four children, two boys and two
girls, ages 8, 7, 5, and 3.
John Van Heiningen is living in
Slovakia. He is working for AT&T managing a team of network engineers, and
“lovin’ the job.”
Bill White and his family live in
Buford, GA, where he works as director
of international sales for Elof Hansson, a
Swedish trading company. His work still
has him traveling quite a bit throughout
Latin America, where he met his wife.

’88
Brian Mallory, owner of Mallory
Appraisals and broker with First National
Realty, has been appointed to the
Memphis and Shelby County Board of
Equalization for a two-year term. Mallory
assumes one of three positions on the
board that are chosen by the Memphis
City Council. The board serves as a
dispute agency between property owners
and the assessor, setting a value it believes
is fair and equitable.

Good
Balance

is Key to His Music Success

by Lauren Oxner

When it comes to the music
industry, Cliff Goldmacher ’86
has done a little bit of everything.
A successful owner of two recording
studios in Nashville and New York
City, Goldmacher uses his talents
as a songwriter and producer
to record, play, and produce
thousands of demos for major and
independent publishers, up-andcoming songwriters, and Grammywinning artists.
He believes the variety has led
to his success in the music industry.
“One of the challenges I’ve
faced is that there is no one set
path to success in this business,”
Goldmacher said. “All you
can do is just wake up each
day and figure out what you
need to do.”
Goldmacher is the first
to admit that music was not
his original plan. During his
senior year at Stanford, where
he was pursuing a degree in
political science, he took the
LSAT with plans to attend
law school. He also took an

internship at the French Embassy
in Washington, DC. After graduation, he was offered a position in
southern France teaching English
to French schoolchildren for a year.
During this time, his true passion
for music overtook him.
“Because the teaching job
was pretty low key, I had a chance
to play my guitar and sing some
original songs at a little café near
where I lived,” he said. “I had
always liked song writing, so I told
myself that law school would always
be there. If I left music, I might
never go back.”
In 1993, Goldmacher moved to
Nashville and began writing music
for a local
publishing
company.

When he realized his real desire
lay in recording other people, he
decided to open his own recording
studio. The success of that venture,
as well as interest from the New York
music industry, motivated him to
move to that city and open a second
studio in 2005. Although he and his
wife, Jamie, a marketing executive,
now call New York home, he makes
regular business trips to Nashville,
where he has engineers who run his
studio.
Although he may not have
known he was destined for a
musical career at the time, Goldmacher remembers having a blast
with the MUS Theater Department
and credits Andy Saunders and
Flip Eikner ’77 with sparking his
interest in performing. He also said a
fellow alumnus, Posey Hedges ’83,
who was running a studio in
Memphis, was a great mentor and
source of information.
Goldmacher said finding a
balance between the various parts of
his job makes his career enjoyable.
“For me, I must have a combination of song writing and studio
production work,” he said. “The
first allows me to express my more
emotional and creative side, while
the second is more detail-based.
Finding a good balance is key
because I want to reach as many
people as I can with my music. I
also want to be a resource for people
trying to get started in the industry,
just like I had 20 years ago.”

In 1999, Cliff Goldmacher performed for the MUS student
body, including an original song he wrote just for them:
“Remember as you’re studying and taking your exams
Work hard and pay attention, it’s worth it in the end
You might wind up a musician, here’s one good reason why
You can come and sing in Chapel and you don’t have to
wear a tie.”

MUS TODAY

DECEMBER 2009

33

LASS
Cnews

’89
Christopher Hughey lives in Belmont, MA, with his wife, Kate, and son,
Nigel. Travel being his favorite hobby,
Christopher is happy to say that he has
visited ﬁve of the six populated continents. Africa is the only continent he has
yet to explore.
Marc Kesselman ﬁnished his service
as USDA general counsel and moved from
DC to Dallas. His new job is vice president
and federal counsel of Frito-Lay North
America, a division of PepsiCo. He oversees legal, regulatory, and policy issues
relating to Frito-Lay’s $12 billion snack
food business and its more than
45,000 employees.
Alex Wellford is keeping busy
remodeling and doing cabinetry work for
Hood and Wellford Construction, Inc. He
recently managed to get away to enjoy
Bonnaroo with Hays Hutton ’88 and
Dabney Collier ’88.

’90

20thREUNION

SEPT. 24-25, 2010

After 14 years of working at Dunavant
Enterprises, Coors Arthur and Buck
Dunavant have started a new venture
named Arthur Dunavant Investments.
The two will be trading a fund specializing in primarily, but not exclusively,
agricultural commodities.
Sara and Swayne Latham welcomed
their third boy, Christopher Steele. Christopher joins big brothers Nicholas (5) and
Andrew (2) in Chicago where Swayne is a
commodities trader on the Chicago Board
of Trade. Go, Bears!
Dan Shell ﬁnished his plastic and
reconstructive surgery residency at the
University of Alabama, Birmingham, in
June 2008. Soon after, he and his wife,
Mary Anna, moved to Oxford, MS, where
Dan started his own practice, Oxford
Plastic Surgery.

’91
Carter Campbell was promoted
at SunTrust Bank to manager of the
commercial line of business for the
Memphis region.
Brett Grinder has joined the MUS
Alumni Executive Board.
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Trey Watkins was elected
to the board of directors of the
University of Memphis Fogelman College of Business and
Economics Alumni Chapter.

20th Reunion for the Class of 1989

’92
Sid Kara has taken his new
book, Sex Trafficking: Inside the
Business of Modern Slavery, on
the tour circuit. In June, he
signed books at Davis-Kidd
in Memphis.
Paul Morris is a partner
with the Martin Tate Morrow
& Marston law ﬁrm, where he
helps businesses with intellectual property issues. He just
ﬁnished his term as chairman
of the Memphis Center City
Commission, the agency that
coordinates the development of
Downtown Memphis. He is still
president of the board of Memphis Area Legal Services, the
nonproﬁt law ﬁrm that provides
civil legal services to the poor
and elderly.

’93
Cam Hillyer has recently
taken a position as an attorney
with Butler Snow O’Mara Steven &
Cannada, PLLC in Memphis.

’94
Rob Coe climbed Mount Kilimanjaro
last February.
Taylor Hewgley is entering his tenth
year as chief operations manager of Mid
South Title, a residential and commercial
real estate closing company, with ofﬁces
in East Memphis and Fayette County.
Taylor says he offers, “closing discounts
for MUS alumni, faculty, and staff. Also,
I’ve been trying to sell my house in High
Point Terrace for months. Will offer an
‘MUS discount’ to an interested alum.”
Pat Hickman and his family are
still in Denver, where Pat is continuing to
build a new church. Their ﬁrst service was
held September 27 in a school building
that is allowing them to hold services
until they raise the money to build
a sanctuary.

After completing his residency and
fellowship at Wake Forest in WinstonSalem, NC, Coy Miller is now a practicing
pediatric neurologist in Chattanooga. His
stay-at-home lawyer-wife, Rebecca, cares
for their daughters, Campbell (2) and
Laughton (5). Coy is directing Laughton’s
interest in squirrel hunting as step
one toward a future family deer camp.
Campbell lately seems to prefer spending
her Saturdays sleeping late and watching
college football in the afternoon. He says,
“I assume one day I’ll have to pay for a lot
of counseling, but the girls have been a
lot of fun.”
Bill Warnock practices law at Buist
Moore Smythe McGee, P.A. in Charleston, SC. He is already teaching his new
son, William, the MUS ﬁght song and 15
snappy rahs, as delivered by the late, great
Gene Thorn, and, one day, the lessons of
Junior English Review, as taught by Ellis
Haguewood.

Time Well Spent Requires Training
by Rebecca Bates

Matthew Rose ’93 is unafraid of life’s
journeys. In fact, he has made many, both figurative
and literal, since leaving MUS, although all roads
have taken him back to his great passion – coaching.
After graduating from MUS, Rose attended the
University of Notre Dame, where he was captain of
the men’s swimming team. After college, he headed
west to attend Stanford University, where he got his
first taste of coaching by working with the women’s
swim team. Eventually, coaching fell by the wayside
as Rose tried his hand at business, first building
a marketing database for the largest ski resort
operating company in the world based in Vail, CO,
before being hired by a consulting firm for several
years. However, the sudden death of his younger
brother Max Rose ’07 forced him to re-examine
what he wanted most out of life.
“When Max died, it was a big eye opener for
me,” Rose said. “It made me pause and evaluate
what I wanted to do and what my values were.
Eventually, I decided to open my own business, and
now I train individuals and groups who compete in
endurance sports like triathlons.”
Rose started ENDURight in Atlanta, GA, where
he is a USA Triathlon- and USA Cycling-certified
trainer and coach.
But he doesn’t just train athletes. Rose himself
participated in perhaps the most rigorous competition
of them all – the Ironman. The Ironman is a long
distance triathlon that includes a 2.4-mile swim,
a 112-mile bike ride, and a marathon. Rose
competed in Brazil and qualified for the 2006
Ironman World Championship in Hawaii.
But Rose is less interested in the fame

competing can bring than the moments of solitude
afforded by the triathlon.
“Oftentimes in life there’s a busyness that doesn’t
allow people to take time and reflect,” he said. “What’s
neat about Ironman is that, through the process of
training for it, you have a lot of alone time, which
allows self-reflection. You get time to think about what
is most important, and you end up learning more about
yourself than you otherwise would.”
Now, with a family at home and a business to
run, Rose has to balance his personal and work life,
something he first learned to do at MUS.
“The biggest thing for a working professional is
managing your time well,” Rose advised. “I have to
somehow fit in my training life and my personal life,
so time management is absolutely critical. When I
was swimming at MUS, the academic rigors were
such that there wasn’t much wiggle room. MUS taught
me how to squeeze out every single minute of every
single day.”
That MUS spirit has certainly translated to his work.
Rose said coaching gives him a chance to connect with
other people and build meaningful relationships.
“Coaching is important to me because I can
provide a service that is deeply personal,” he said.
“The people you coach put a lot of trust in your
		
experience. The common thread among them
			
is that they do these competitions for a
		
reason. They have goals and dreams
			
and they share that with you. I think it’s
		
really special because, for me, the
			
currency in life is trust.”
		
For more information on ENDURight,
		
visit www.dynamomultisport.com.
Matthew Rose with his wife,
Elizabeth, and daughter, Elle
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15th Reunion for the Class of 1994

After meeting his wife, Kellie, at an
Irish pub in Times Square, Cole Whitaker
uprooted his company, Belmont Laser
(www.belmontlaser.com), and moved to
her hometown on California’s Monterey
Bay. Cole is a distributor for medical lasers
and plastic surgery devices. Kellie is in
pharmaceutical sales. Cole’s current project
is a water-assisted liposuction device which
allows for reduced procedure time, reduced
recovery time, and the ability to harvest the
aspirated fat for use in breast augmentation,
facial ﬁllers, and stem-cell applications.
Cole travels most of the time on an old
BMW motorcycle to enjoy the California
coastline. He and fellow motorcycle
enthusiast Jason Whitmore still talk
regularly and brainstorm a cross country
trip on their bikes.

’95

15thREUNION

SEPT. 24-25, 2010

After years running Armstrong Relocation’s Baton Rouge business, Matt Evans
is “relocating” back to Memphis to work at
the corporate ofﬁce. He and his wife, Jane
Katherine, are also proud parents of a little
girl, Caroline Saunders, who was born
in September.

Dallas Geer is a 2009 fellows graduate of The Leadership Academy.
Harold Lee has settled down in
Indianapolis, IN, where he is an eye and
face surgeon. He and his son, Jake, are
die-hard Colts fans.
John Moses is living in Oxford, MS,
with his beautiful wife, Dena. They married this past summer in the Greek Isles.
Making the trans-Atlantic trip to attend
the wedding were fellow classmates Ben
Keras, Michael Shivers, Chip Brown,
and Warren Morris.

’96
Rob Bell, the vice president of business development at Troop Transition
and a reserve Marine captain, recently
volunteered to return to active duty for
several months. He will report to Kandahar, Afghanistan, to act as the Afghan
National Security Forces development liaison ofﬁcer to NATO’s Regional Command
(South). Rob has previously deployed
twice, both to Iraq while on active duty in
‘03 and ‘04. He looks forward to contributing to the growth and training of the
Afghan army and police. His permanent

residence is in Carlsbad, CA, where he
lives with his wife of eight years, Laura.

’97
David Arnold is an attorney
with Gentry Arnold PLLC in Memphis.
Jimmy Comella was promoted
to associate vice president of wealth
management services at Morgan Keegan
& Company.
Jay Thakkar is a 2009 fellows
graduate of The Leadership Academy.

’98
Kevin Bohannon has taken a
position as account executive with Ikon
Ofﬁce Solutions.
Robert Faber and Anne Liles were
married in August in Birmingham. They
are both ﬁnishing up their second year
of business school at Dartmouth.
John Rouse started working as
general counsel for Continuum Healthcare, which owns and manages a network
of behavioral health clinics.

Ned Laughlin ’94, Bo Hyde ’92 (who lives
in California), Peter Pettit ’96 (who lives in
Georgia), and Wilson Moore ’96 thought
it was a bit of déjà vu when they were
recently paired at the Memphis Country
Club Members Tournament as they tried to
continue their past winning ways. In 1991,
Laughlin and Hyde were members of the
first MUS golf team to win a state championship, and in 1994, Pettit and Moore
were on the team that gave the school its
second state championship.
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by Lauren Oxner

It just might be time to say goodbye to the traditional bicycle, according to Chris Copeland ’99, who
has taken his love of cycling to a new level by building
electric bicycles.  
Copeland, who spent his first few years after
college working in finance, has traded in his corporate
suit and tie for biking shorts and left his desk job for a
chance to build and test drive motor-supported bikes.
And he couldn’t be happier with the chance to work
with the Memphis-based company Aerobic Cruisers,
a brainchild of local entrepreneur Charlie McVean.
“There are so many variables that go into designing
a prototype, much less starting a business, that we
are all required to wear several hats, and we each
have multiple projects going at once,” Copeland said.
“Working on the Cruiser project affords me the opportunity to not only be on the cutting edge of technology
while working with renewable energy sources, but it also
allows me to do what I love on a daily basis.”

Electric bikes use both pedal and battery power to
provide riders with a faster and easier ride. For many
people wanting to exercise without overdoing it, these bikes
provide the perfect combination of work and assistance.
“The top-end speed and the ability to go 70-plus miles
on a charge are what make the Cruiser so much fun,” he
said. “Like the saying ‘the faster the music plays the faster
you subconsciously want to dance,’ the same goes for the
Cruiser...the faster you cruise, the faster you want to pedal.
We believe it will help get the masses interested in exercise
again because the Cruiser, quite simply, makes exercise

fun. It’s a product that appeals to both men and women,
young and old. It’s very encouraging that a product like
this is being developed right here in Memphis.”
Copeland’s love of sports and the outdoors has
driven him for much of his life. After graduating from
MUS, he went to the University of Colorado-Boulder
where he played soccer and also joined the school’s
cycling team. Some college friends who competed in
triathlons encouraged him to get involved with endurathons. Similar to Ironman competitions, they include
running, swimming, and biking for more than 70 miles.
Copeland said he felt more passionate about the biking
portion of the races, and as a result, he competes in
frequent United States Cycling Association events, some
of which cover 100 miles.  
When two friends approached him about a new
company that planned to create and sell LEVs (light
electric vehicles), Copeland saw a chance to bring his
passion for cycling to the workplace. Aerobic Cruisers’
plan is to have the bikes on the
market before year’s end.
       But Copeland’s activities don’t
stop there. A cycling teammate, who
is the president of Health Connect
America, an organization that
provides counseling services to area
at-risk youth, encouraged Copeland
to make use of his psychology degree
by getting involved. Now, Copeland
takes cases on an as-needed basis,
using his degree and his love for
developing relationships to make a
difference in the lives of people who
need counseling. Sometimes the
need may be as simple as someone
who is willing to listen.
       “The work that I do through
Health Connect America allows
me to give back to the community
in my own way,” Copeland said.
“I was first exposed to the subject of psychology in Coach
Orlando McKay’s class at MUS, and I went on to study
psychology at the University of Colorado. People get
involved with counseling or psychological services for
a myriad of reasons. For me, it was an interest in basic
human interaction and behavior.”
In the end, though, it all comes back to the bikes.
“I love the efficiency and beauty of cycling, and I
love having a healthy lifestyle. We’re starting a business,
we’re navigating some unfamiliar territory, and we’re
learning something new every day.”
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10th Reunion for the Class of 1999

’99
Palmer and Richard Burt are living
in Greenville, SC, where Richard works
with Chicago Is, a transportation and
logistics company.
Chad Keller has been promoted to
vice president of wealth management
services at Morgan Keegan & Co.

’00

10thREUNION

SEPT. 24-25, 2010

Zach Dailey has been promoted to
vice president of equity institutional sales
at Morgan Keegan & Co.
Michael Liverance was promoted to
corporate sales manager for the Southern
region at Wright Medical Technology.
As he has been managing the national
sales training program for large joint
replacement for two years, he will now
be directly responsible for foot and ankle
sales in his region.
Omar Malik will graduate from
law school at the University of Memphis
in May 2010. He is currently serving as
the vice president of the school’s Student
Bar Association. Last summer, he interned
with the Shelby County District Attorney’s Ofﬁce. Omar has accepted a oneyear judicial clerkship with the Tennessee
Circuit Court in Shelby County.
Thomas Robinson is a 2008
graduate of Leadership Memphis.
Kevin Schubert graduated from the
University of Pennsylvania law school
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in May 2009 and is now living in New
York City and working in the legal ﬁrm
McKool Smith P.C.
John Stanfill is married to Floridanative Ansley Stanﬁll. He is a doctor
and doing his residency in diagnostic
radiology at Baptist Memorial Hospital
(formerly Baptist East) in Memphis. John
and Ansley live in Arlington.

’01
Chance Carlisle is a 2009 graduate
of Leadership Memphis.

’02
Athul Acharya works for Intel as a
software engineer in Hillsboro, OR.
Barton Adams resides in Denver,
CO, and works for ServiceSource as an
inside sales representative.
Brad Audrain is in his third year of
law school at the University of Arkansas.
Brice Bailey lives in Memphis and is
in his second year on the Hooters Professional Golf Tour.
Tom Bledsoe is working on his MBA
at the University of Memphis.
Mark Carney is entering his fourth
year as an English teaching assistant
through the Japan Exchange Teaching
Program in Fukushima, Japan.
Stephen Cruzen lives in Memphis,
where he works as a ﬁnancial specialist
for TX Direct.

Tim Dean is in his second year of law
school at American University in Washington, DC. He is also an infantryman in
the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve.
Scott Douglass is in his ﬁrst year of
law school at Wake Forest. In his spare
time, he enjoys cooking, dating, and going to rock concerts.
Will Goforth is in New Orleans,
attending his third year of law school
at Loyola University.
Joey Griesbeck resides in New York
City and works as a ﬁnancial analyst for
Thomson Reuters Financial. He splits his
time between Long Island and Union
Square, Manhattan. He’s also an avid
supporter of Joey Dorsey.
Brooks Hamner lives in Memphis
and is in his fourth year as a senior
ﬁnancial analyst for Mercer Capital.
Kenny Hickman and Andrew
Smith are both in their third year of law
school at the University of Memphis.
Cody Jameson is living in Washington, DC, and working in Student Advising
and KAUST Scholarships at the Institute of
International Education.
Andy Juang is living in New York
and working as a ﬁnancial analyst for
Perry Capital.
Trevor Knight continues his work
for the U.S. Navy as a ﬁrst lieutenant.
He is stationed in Norfolk, VA, where he
resides with his wife, Cameron Stokes
Knight, older sister of John Stokes ’07
and Will Stokes ’09.
Keith Lam lives in Bristol, CT, and
works as a technical producer for ESPN.

Find Their Place
in the Community
Several generations of MUS alumni
serve the Memphis community through
hundreds of nonprofit organizations.
Ben James ’99, Mark Pera ’99, and Ross Glotzbach ’99
In June, the Emerging Leaders teamed
were among the young alumni who attended.
with the Community Foundation of
Greater Memphis to present the
first MUS Nonprofit Organization
Fair and introduced young alumni
to local service opportunities.
Professionals from 11 nonprofit
organizations joined alumni who
volunteer for those organizations
to educate our Emerging Leaders
about local service opportunities
and explain their missions. ParticiElliot Embry ’04 and Hays Mabry ’04 discuss volunteer opportunities with
pants discovered how they can
a Memphis Zoo representative and zoo board member Kelly Truitt ’81.
become a part of the good work and
progress happening in Memphis.
Emerging Leaders are alumni
from the Classes of 1996-2004, and,
through their contributions to the
Annual Fund, are members of the
D. Eugene Thorn Society. Social,
networking, and information programs
are held throughout the year for Emerging
Leaders. If you would like to become a
member, contact Ann Laughlin at (901)
Tread Thompson ’01 learns more about
260-1398 or ann.laughlin@musowls.org.
the Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Memphis.
The Nonprofit Organization Fair Featured:
Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Memphis • BRIDGES • Church Health Center • Community Foundation
of Greater Memphis • Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation • Memphis Zoo • MIFA • MPACT Memphis
• Repairing the Breach • Wolf River Conservancy • Youth Villages
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Frank Langston is moving to
Washington, DC, to start an Internet company, RootOrange, LLC.
Adam Lazarov is in his ﬁrst
year of law school at Harvard.
Matthew Love is in his third
year of law school at Ole Miss.
Yusuf Malik is in his second
year of law school at the University
of Tennessee, Knoxville.
Will McCawley is an international growth equity analyst for
Morgan Stanley in Philadelphia, PA.
Calvin Scott is working on
his master’s in Middle East studies
and international economics at the
Johns Hopkins School of Advanced
International Studies.
Justin Sharpe lives in
Memphis and works as an afﬁliate
broker for Crye-Leike Realtors.
Trevor Weichman resides
in Memphis and works as a sales
associate for Vineyard Vines. He also
coaches the ﬁfth- and sixth-grade
lacrosse team at PDS and volunteers
for Young Life.

’03
After a stint with Goldman Sachs,
Philip Blackett is working on
getting a real estate license and plans
to start a real estate investment ﬁrm
in New York City.
Trey Flowers is still in divinity
school at Vanderbilt University. He is
also getting a Master of Public Policy
degree at Vandy, as well.
On top of that, Trey just ﬁnished a
public policy internship with Nashville Mayor Karl Dean. He has been
working part time at Woodmont
Christian Church as the children’s
minister to help supplement his
education with some practical experience. Trey says, “It has been a great
place for me to be! We have about
100 kids in our program each week,
so it keeps me pretty busy.”
Bunky Parr is living in Little
Rock, AR, working in investment
banking for Stephens, Inc.
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Carson Takes
to Thailand

by Kimberly Eller

Before last May, Steed Carson ’03 had never been out of the
country. That’s when his desire to travel and see more of the world took
him to Bangkok, Thailand, where he teaches English to schoolchildren.
Now his enthusiasm for the Thai people and their culture has driven
him to extend his stay in that Southeast Asian country.
A graduate of the University of Memphis, Carson said he chose
Thailand because it was the only country offering teaching positions
that did not have a language prerequisite.
“I had heard nothing but wonderful things about Thailand over
the years, but I must say that what I had heard was next to nothing,”
Carson said. “I wanted to get out of the United States for six months,
so I decided to embark on this venture blindly. That would make it
more of an adventure, no?”
Through an organization called Overseas Education Group, Carson
teaches basic English conversation, pronunciation, and listening skills
to two school levels called Matayomsuksa 2 and Matayomsuksa 6,
equivalent to the eighth
and 12th grades in an
American school. Carson
teaches in a public school
with about 3,000 students
in grades 7-12. With 40
students in each class,
he said managing such
a large group can be
a challenge, although
he had high praise,
generally, for his students.
“The students, for the
most part, are very eager
to engage me and excited
to learn,” Carson said.
“Most of them are very
respectful of teachers and
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authority, a fact that is consistent with the mores
of Thai culture, which stresses the importance of
respecting authority and the elderly. Of course,
there is a minority of students who could not care
less about learning English and ﬁnd my presence
inconsequential. They are, as the Thai teachers
say, ‘naughty.’ For those very few groups of
students, I baby-sit.”
Carson never envisioned a teaching career for
himself, but after he started, he said he quickly
realized how much fun teaching is, and he tries to
maintain a high energy level in his classroom to
keep his students’ interest.
“If I am having a good time, then most likely,
some, if not most, of my students are as well,”
he said. “I learned that from some of my MUS
teachers, including Coach [Jerry] Peters, Mr.
[Clay] Smythe ’85, and Coach [Barry] Ray. I also
am grateful to, and have tremendous respect for,
Coach [Matt] Bakke and Coach [Joe] Tyler.”
Carson said he was initially intimidated by life
in a foreign country; however, he said Thailand is
a very interesting place to live, so much so that he
has decided to extend his stay.

“My reasons for coming here were purely
selﬁsh,” Carson said. “I wanted to get out of the
country, travel, see the world, ride elephants,
visit beautiful temples, zip-line through forests,
observe nature, and mingle with the locals. I have
checked a few of these items off the list, but these
are not the reasons that I have decided to stay an
extra semester. I’m staying because of the Thai
people, whose generosity of spirit and contagious
ebullience have left me humbled and anxious to
experience more of this wonderful country.”

The
Second
Time
Around
by Lauren Oxner

Many students take the MUS in Europe trip, but
few go a second time. For Joe Hooker ’06, the
experience was so special that he knew right away he
wanted to go again in the future – as a chaperone.
“I went on MUS in Europe during my junior year,
and an MUS alumnus, Andrew Hooser ’04, came
along as a chaperone,” Hooker said. “When I realized
that I could do the same, I looked Coach Bill Taylor
right in the eye and said, ‘I want to chaperone one of
these trips one day.’”
Taylor took Hooker at his word this past summer
and invited him to accompany current students, Taylor,
and MUS English instructor Elizabeth Crosby. They
traveled around Europe, touring World War I
landmarks, and making the famous stop at Dr.
Reginald Dalle’s beautiful French chateau. Hooker,
now having been on the trip as both a student and
a chaperone, said he clearly sees the beneﬁts of the
trip for MUS students.
“A trip like this shows these kids that there is a
big world out there,” Hooker said. “When we went on
the World War I tour, hearing the stories and seeing
the monuments, it gave us a glimpse into a time when
not all kids had the opportunities that we have, when
they had to make sacriﬁces for their countries that
most of us don’t ever have to think about.”
After the trip ended, Hooker, now a senior at
Pepperdine University, traveled on his own for two
weeks, trekking to such locales as Germany, Italy, and
Turkey. Despite similar experiences in college, Hooker
said he still believes the program at MUS is the best.
“I encourage every MUS student to consider taking
part in this experience,” he said. “I have been in some
excellent programs through top-caliber universities,
and not one of them topped MUS in Europe.”
MUS TODAY
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’04

’05

William Brandon is pursuing a
graduate degree in philosophy at American University.
Adam Kaplan and his new bride,
Jennifer, are living in Tampa, FL, where
they are both in medical school at the
University of South Florida.
Ben Kastan is working on a joint
JD/LLM program at Duke University.
Cash McCracken has begun work
with the U.S. Department of State and has
been assigned to the U.S. Special Envoy
to Sudan for a one-year assignment in
Washington, DC.

5thREUNION

SEPT. 24-25, 2010

Rob Baird is a staff writer at Carnival
Music in Nashville as well as a recording
artist for their label, Carnival Recording
Company. He just ﬁnished a new record
that should be out in early 2010. He is
living in Austin.
Andrew Robinson recently started
working for KPMG in Dallas, TX.
Hunter Swain was named to the
2008-09 Dean’s List at Colorado College.
Richard White and Josh Hall are
currently enrolled in the MSA program at
the Cox School of Business at SMU.

’06
Andrew Alexander was named to
the Rhodes College Honor Roll for the
2009 spring semester.
Rob Peeler, Paul Yacoubian, and
Peter Zanca were named to the spring
2009 Rhodes College Dean’s List.
Adrian Doggrell has returned to the
University of Denver after completing a
semester abroad in New Zealand.

Staying Ahead of the Hurdles

by Lauren Oxner

Ask any collegiate athlete and he or she will probably
say balancing school, faith, and sports can be a formidable
challenge. But one look at the list of accomplishments by
Lee Moore ’07 in his first two years at Ole Miss, and one
thing stands out: This guy makes it look easy.
Combining a dedicated work ethic in the classroom
and on the running track, Moore, a member of the Ole
Miss track and field team, has garnered multiple honors
and accolades since arriving in Oxford, MS. The most
recent was his selection to the 2009 ESPN The Magazine
Academic All-District VI First Team and the 2009 ESPN
The Magazine Academic All-American Third Team.
Members of both teams were selected by the College
Sports Information Directors of America.
Moore, who stresses the importance of his Christian
faith, is grateful for the recognition but points out that
honors are not his ultimate goal.

42

MUS TODAY

DECEMBER 2009

“It is nice to be recognized for all of the hard work
that I put in every day; however, these accolades are not
the goal of my studying or training,” he said. “Rather, I try
to make my goal to glorify God and use the talents he
has given me as a stepping stone for ministry.”
Always a strong student, Moore was selected to the
Southeastern Conference (SEC) All-Academic Team in
both 2008 and 2009 and was named an NCAA Academic
All-American, as selected by the U.S. Track and Field and
Cross Country Coaches Association in 2008 and 2009.
His list of athletic accomplishments includes excellent
finishes in his specialty, the 400-meter hurdles, in which
he placed fourth at the 2009 SEC Championships, second
in the 2009 NCAA Mideast Regional Championships, and
11th in the 2009 USA Championships. His athletic honors
also include being named a 2009 NCAA All-American
in the 400-meter hurdles, receiving NCAA All-Mideast
Region for the 400-meter hurdles in both 2008 and 2009,
and being named a semifinalist in the USA Track and
Field Championships.
When asked if he had any advice for other student
athletes, Moore said one’s priorities have to be right first.
“I personally believe that the most important thing
for student athletes is to secure their priorities in line,
with spiritual faith being first, and maturity from that
will lead to the dedication and motivation needed to
excel academically and athletically,” he said. “In Matthew
6:33, Jesus instructs us to ‘seek first his kingdom and his
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as
well.’ I have taken this to heart, and it is what drives me in
everything I do.”
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Jack Montgomery at Tai Shan

’07
Preston Battle was named captain
of the University of Tennessee mock trial
team and traveled to the University of
Virginia’s yearly tournament in November.
John Carr is currently hiking southbound on the Appalachian Trail from
Maine to Georgia and plans on attending
the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga upon his completion of the trail.
Blake Cowan, Michael Shoptaw ‘08, and Tucker Carr ‘08 helped
coordinate the 29th Annual Sigma Alpha
Epsilon Fraternity Boxing Tournament
last March. The event raised more than
$90,000 for local Knoxville charities.
Jim Kyle has transferred to the
University of Tennessee and is currently
helping with his father’s campaign for
Tennessee governor.
Neely Mallory has been elected
to the University of Virginia’s Athletic
Affairs Committee. In addition, he donates
some of his free time to volunteering as a
coach for Little League basketball.
Ed Porter was named to the spring
2009 Rhodes College Honor Roll.
The Tennessean wrote in an article
about John Stokes, “Stokes recently padded his reputation as one of the brainiest
Commodores by being accepted to the
Vanderbilt School of Medicine. He is
one of eight undergraduate students on
campus out of about 100 applicants to be
accepted before their junior year.”
Dev Varma was named to the spring
2009 Rhodes College Honor Roll.
Jeffrey Webb serves as a university
guide at the University of Virginia.

’08
John Alexander and Travis Hamm
were named to the spring 2009 Rhodes
College Dean’s List.

’09
Matthew Shelton was named to
TSWA 2009 All-State Soccer Teams as a
Division II defender.

Character Building in China
by Kimberly Eller

Jack Montgomery ’08 signed a pledge to speak only Mandarin
for eight weeks during the summer of 2009 while attending Princeton
in Beijing, an intensive Chinese language program through Princeton
University.
“If a professor determined that you broke the language pledge,
the penalty was being sent home at your own expense,” Montgomery
said. “I knew going into it that it would be difﬁcult, especially at ﬁrst,
for a second-year student like me. But I got used to it after a while.
Furthermore, it really is the foundation for developing our Chinese
during a short time in the country.”
Montgomery, currently a sophomore at Yale University, isn’t sure
what his major will be, but he knew he wanted to challenge himself, so
he decided to study Chinese because of his exposure to Latin at MUS.
“I felt I could study Romance languages on my own because I had
such a solid foundation in Latin from my time at MUS, so I wanted to
study a language that I needed Yale’s help to learn,” he said.
Montgomery studied Mandarin for one year at Yale and memorized
about 500 to 600 characters and about two or three times as many
words, a solid but small foundation for interpersonal communication.
Still, he wanted to improve his skills and challenge himself. The
program in China gave him the equivalent of another year of study.
Before starting the program, Montgomery went to China a couple
of weeks early to travel with friends. They spent about half their time
sightseeing in Shanghai and the other half working on an organic farm
outside that city.
During the program, there was limited time to do anything other
than study on weekdays and relax on the weekends.
“We literally studied around the clock during the weekdays,” he
said. “I was often memorizing characters right up until I went to sleep.”
The program also had some optional weekend outings to famous
sites, including the Great Wall and the Beijing Opera. About halfway
through the program, Montgomery and some classmates climbed Tai
Shan, a famous mountain, over a three-day weekend break.
“My primary motivation to come to China was to further my study
of Chinese, but I’ve also learned a lot about myself and the Chinese
people during my time abroad,” Montgomery said.
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Latest Alumni Events
Live at the Garden

This event marked the sixth
year for MUS to host a tent at one of Memphis
Botanical Garden’s Live at the Garden concerts. In
June, approximately 80 alumni gathered under the
stars to be entertained by the Doobie Brothers.
Carl Shorter ’75 with wife, Ann,
and children, Grace and Matthew

Chuck Hamlett ’92 and
Scott Anderson ’92
Andy McArtor ’86
with Steve Hergenrader ’77

See more event pictures
at photos.musowls.org
John Collier ’04, Alex Guyton ’05, Elliot Embry ’04,
and Hays Mabry ’04

In Dallas

For those living in
the Dallas area, a reception in
July at Brook Hollow Country
Club brought together alumni
representing four decades.
The event was hosted by Chris
Joe ’87, Robert Dow ’96,
and Sam Sawyer ’05.

Stephen Shannon ’96 and
Robert Dow ’96
Steve Shipley ’86, Ron Banks ’77,
and Jimmy Garner ’62

Mike Montesi ’06, Richard White ’05, George Edwards ’03, and Sam Sawyer ’05; David Luther ’69, Chip Wood ’79, and Ted Powell ’77

Tyler Boone ’02 and
Copley Broer ’96
Far right,
Marc Kesselman ’89,
Chris Joe ’87, and
Jeff Novel ’94
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Homecoming

Bill Hatchett’s portrait brings back school
memories for these three brothers, David ’79,
Clayton ’77, and John Peeples ’76.

Festivities began Friday afternoon with the Alumni
Golf Scramble held at The Links at Galloway. With more than 85 players,
the tournament was open to all alumni, and prizes were awarded to
first through fifth place teams, best class team, closest to the pin, and
longest drive winners. The first place foursome was (pictured top) Breck
Bolton ’79, Jerry Martin ’79, Daniel Brown ’78, and Rob Preston ’78.
The best class team included (pictured second) Tommy Byrnes ’89,
Horace Carter ’89, Edward Dobbs ’89, and Sam Nickey’89.
Later that evening, more than 400 alumni, family, and friends
enjoyed barbeque prior to the Homecoming victory against the East
High Mustangs. The Class of 1999 was honored with a reception on
the Alumni Terrace during the game for having the greatest increase
in Annual Fund giving over the previous year (see picture page 38),
and members of the Class of 1959 who attended the game were
recognized for celebrating their 50th reunion (see picture page 27).
Class representatives from the reunion years organized various events for
the weekend. Pre-game
tailgates, post-game
gatherings, family picnics,
and dinner parties took
place all over the city,
from Downtown to East
Memphis. Many groups
made use of campus
facilities by hosting events
at the school and some
concluded the weekend with
church services on Sunday.

Greg Meyer ’79, son Max (an MUS seventh grader), Jack
Stokes ’79 and Mona and David Dunlap ’79 (standing) were
among some of the guests at the barbecue, as were (below)
Dick Cowan ’69, Bill Love ’69, and John Remmers ’69.

A few members from the Class of 2004 attended Friday night Homecoming
events, but their five-year reunion is planned for December 26, when many
more will be in town for the holidays.
Homecoming court and
their escorts: Sam Ferguson,
Carly Sain, Alasdair Smith,
Anna George, Jake Abston,
Lacy Moore, Peter Rainer,
Amelia Brown, Hunt Hensley,
Meredith Moreland, Travis
Nauert, and Caroline Webb
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Parents Only: If this issue is addressed to your son who
no longer maintains his permanent address at your home,
please notify the MUS Development Office of the new
mailing address. Because college addresses change so
frequently, we are unable to use them for general mailing.

An alumni network of 3,700
that stays connected is one
powerful resource.
Are U Connected?

Have you signed up for U Connect, the
special online community exclusively for
MUS alumni? It’s the easiest, most eﬃcient
way to get alumni-speciﬁc news and
information, plus access to an online-only
alumni directory and job bank.
Simply go to www.musowls.org/uconnect
and complete the registration. You’ll receive
more information about U Connect via e-mail,
along with instructions for logging in.
Get connected today! Call 260-1356 or
e-mail us at uconnect@musowls.org if you
have questions.
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