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CorreCtion: In this picture, which ran in 
the March 2009 issue of MUS Today, naveed 
Mirza ’07 (right) was misidentified. He is 
shown here with fellow classmates Louis 
Amagliani and Andrew Jehl.

From the Editor

       Graduation 2009 has come and gone, and we 
congratulate our seniors as they head to colleges 
throughout the United States. They’ve left big shoes to 
fill as campus leaders, and they now join a distinguished 
alumni group. 
       This issue features the 11 alumni who work at 
MUS as faculty or staff members. We also highlight 
this year’s Latin, fencing, tennis, and track teams who 
brought home state championships this spring. We’ve 

included information about the MUS endowment and a list of books the English 
faculty recommend for your reading pleasure.
 We hope you saw the spring musical, Little Shop of Horrors. Director Tim 
Greer had one of the original man-eating plants created for Broadway on stage in 
Hyde Chapel. Loyal Murphy ’86 did a fabulous job as the hungry plant. That 
man can really sing!
 Our IT staff, Billy Smith, Jonathan Saunders, and Jeremy Cupp, and art 
teacher Grant Burke have been busy redesigning our Web site. They created 
a password-protected alumni portal that will offer you exclusive access to job 
openings at companies with fellow alumni, information designed just for you, and 
soon we’ll have the alumni directory online. You’ll get details on how to access the 
new site very soon. 
 We want to include some stories in the future about alumni who are serving 
in the military or who have served since 2000, as well as alumni in technical fields, 
higher education, those who played professional and/or college sports, and any who 
are veterinarians. Just drop us an e-mail if you know anyone who fits any of these 
categories.
 Please call or e-mail me if you have any questions or suggestions for the 
magazine or our other communications and marketing programs.
 We’re looking forward to the new 
school year and hope to see you on 
campus soon.

Vicki Tyler
Director of Communications
(901) 260-1416
vicki.tyler@musowls.org
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 Every day Whit Tenent ’00 walked into the Upper School during 
his tenure as a student, he would pass the Class of 1964 senior 
portrait and see the photo of his father, Frank C. Tenent ’64. It was 
an instant reminder of the school’s history in his life. 
 “I grew up with stories of Gene Thorn, Jake Rudolph, and Jerry 
Peters,” Tenent said. “I knew that if I came to school at MUS, I would 
be a part of that tradition and get the best education possible.”
 Now, he is a part of providing that education to current and future 
MUS students as one of 11 alumni who have returned to serve the 
school as a faculty member or part of the MUS staff.

Back in Class
Alumni From Across the Decades 

Return to Teach at MUS
by Kimberly Eller
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From the 1960s
 John Cady ’69 credits football 
with making his transition from public 
school to MUS easier. He entered in the 
tenth grade after Alex Wellford ’30 and 
L.V. Butler helped convince Cady and his 
father that MUS was the place for him. 
 He made friends through summer 
practices before school started. This was 
a historical time for Cady and the Owls 
varsity football team.
 “I played for Coach  
Rudolph on the undefeated 
and untied team in 1967, the 
only one in school history 
until this past 2008 season,” 
Cady said “We didn’t have 
playoffs back then, but we 
had coaches’ polls.”
 Cady remembers that 
the small size of MUS at that 
time, about 300 students, 
contributed to the overall 
accepting nature of the school 
and, eventually, almost all of 
his friendships were with his 
MUS classmates. 
 He also has fond memories of Jim 
Russell and Bill Hatchett.
 “Jim Russell is the best teacher I’ve 
ever had – period,” Cady said. “I didn’t 
realize he was such 
a kid when he was 
teaching me. Mr. 
Hatchett influenced 
me a lot and taught 
me to love poetry. We 
literally used to run 
to get to his class.”
 It may have 
been football 
that primarily 
attracted Cady 
to MUS as a 
student, but 
it was the 
school’s conti-
nuity and the 
bonds formed 
between 
students and 
faculty that 
brought him 
back as a 
teacher. 

      “The thing that really makes 
MUS unique is that some things 
change on a regular basis, but 
the basic values and nature of 
the school remain the same,” 
Cady explained. “When alumni 
come back, they reconnect 
immediately to each other and 
the school.”

 Cady began teaching at MUS 
for the first time in 1982 after Col. Ross Lynn 
recruited him to take over Dr. David Jackson’s 
religion classes, and he served as the Robert J. 
Hussey, Sr., Chair of Religion. He also worked 
with the football team as an assistant coach. He 
won the John M. Nail Excellence in Teaching 
Award in 1995, which Cady admitted was a 
complete surprise and one that humbled him.
       After 14 years at MUS, he moved to North 
Carolina and worked at several other schools 
but returned as director of student life and an 
assistant football coach in 2007. 
       “I came back to MUS because it is home,” 

Cady said. “After returning to Memphis from North 
Carolina to take care of my dad, I wandered 

from school to school, even working 
for the Memphis City Schools for 

several years. Ellis [Haguewood] 
called me one day and asked if I would 

consider coming home, and, of course, 
there was no place I would rather be.” 
       Since his return, he has been 

instrumental in working with the football 
team, Civic Service Organization, student 
council, and the career network, which 

brings alumni and students together.

From the 1970s
 Mark Counce ’77 and Phillip “Flip” 
Eikner ’77 have more in common than their 

graduating class: They joined the faculty the 
same year. 
 Counce’s first class at MUS was freshman English 
taught by Haguewood. Counce remembers how 
impressed he was that Haguewood memorized every-
one’s names and faces on the first day of class.
 “It wasn’t necessarily the English that made the 
impression, but the way he communicated that I was 
important to him,” Counce recalled. “I felt like he 
wanted to know who I was.”

As an underclassman passed by, John Cady 
demonstrated why he was voted “friendliest” 
by his classmates in 1969. Below, just for 
this picture, he found his letter jacket.

Mark Counce 
(No. 20) takes a 
defensive court 

position in 1977. 
Today, he is still 
on the court as 

assistant coach 
for varsity and 
JV basketball.
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 MUS was a huge adjustment for Counce at first, 
especially the amount of homework he had. But, he 
soon found his niche in math and history and played 
on the basketball team for Coach Jerry Peters. 
 He aspired to be a coach one day and turned to 
his history teacher, Mike Deaderick, for career advice 
before he started college at the University of Arkansas.
 “He told me that, as a coach, I’d be expected 
to teach,” Counce said. “He suggested that I teach 
something in high demand, like math or science. 
I really liked math, so I majored in mathematics.”
 In 1983, Thorn and Coach Peters contacted 
Counce when he was teaching in northwest Arkansas. 
 “They asked me to come back to teach math and 
help as an assistant basketball coach, and I didn’t 
think twice about it,” he said.
 Counce, along with colleagues Barry Ray and 
Bobby Alston, enrolled in the University of Memphis’ 
master’s in education program, thanks to the financial 
support of Thorn and MUS. Counce completed his 
advanced degree in 1989, all the while 
teaching and coaching full time. 
 In 1993, he left MUS for 11 years 
but came back in 2004. Even though 
basketball is one of his great loves, 
he accepted the job thinking all the 
coaching positions were filled, but 
when Coach Peters heard Counce was 
returning, he made sure he was part 
of the basketball coaching staff.
 Counce is now the assistant 
Upper School principal and still 
teaches math and coaches basketball 
with Coach Peters. He said that it has 
been fun to see his relationship with 
Coach Peters grow from player and 
coach, to assistant coach, and coach 
to friends.
 In his 15 years at MUS, Counce 
has coached two of his sons, 
Stephen ’07 and Robert ’09, both 
of whom played on the 2007 state 
championship basketball team. 
His third son, Andrew ’14, played 
on the undefeated seventh-grade 
basketball team this past school 
year.
 He has the respect 
and admiration of his 
students, players, and his 
fellow teachers, including 
Loyal Murphy ’86, who 
remembers the impact 
Counce made on him when 
Murphy was a new teacher.

 “Whenever he has had students do poorly on 
an exercise, he first goes back to evaluate how he 
presented the material to see how he could do it 
better,” Murphy said. “That made a big impact on me 
as a young teacher.”
 Counce, who received the Distinguished Teaching 
Award in 2008, is grateful to those who came before 
him and said he feels a responsibility to help others in 
the same way.  
 “The more I work here, the more I appreciate what 
the instructors I had did for me as a student,” Counce 
said. “I realized that teaching is not a science, but an 
art and that you really can have an impact on how a 
kid views life and views himself.”

 Music and theater have always been important to 
Eikner, and, as fate would have it, they were instru-
mental in bringing him to MUS. As a sophomore, he 
played trombone in the orchestra for the impressive 
MUS spring musical and was hooked. He enrolled 

shortly thereafter.         
       Even before school started, 
Eikner had dived right into theater, 
both offstage and on. Over the 
next two years, he played every-
thing from a saloon roustabout in 
Deadwood Dick to the lead in Man 
of La Mancha, but he never forgot 
that he was here for the academics.
       “MUS struck me as a place 
where academic excellence was 
intrinsic to the student culture,” 
Eikner said. “The majority of 
the students saw doing well in 
their classes as one of their main 
reasons for being here. I found that 
remarkable and inspiring.”        
       Eikner majored in English 
at the University of Virginia and 
created a strategy, which included 
graduate school, to build up his 
resume and to get the experience 

he needed to apply to teach at MUS. 
During his first semester of graduate 
school at UVA, he got a phone call 

from respected mentor Andy Saunders 
informing him that a position had opened 

and encouraging Eikner to apply. 
       “Miraculously, I got the job,” Eikner 

said. “I would never have expected they 
would take a greenhorn like me.”

Flip Eikner was a familiar sight on the MUS stage 
in 1977, and he and his trombone skills were 

instrumental in leading the pep band. As a faculty 
member, he continued directing plays and the pep 
band for many years.
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  For most of two decades, Eikner continued his 
involvement with the music and theater that first 
connected him with the school. He worked with 
the football pep band he had co-founded his junior 
year as an Owl, and he directed plays and built sets 
alongside Saunders in the theater. As time passed and 
he and his wife welcomed two children into their lives, 
he had less time to devote to extracurricular activities, 
and the classroom took the foreground.
  Eikner, an English instructor, discovered that 
his favorite part of working at MUS was, and still 
is, exactly what he came here to do: teach.
  “A friend who teaches elsewhere let me know 
in very clear terms that a tiny proportion of his 
teaching day is actually teaching,” Eikner said. 
“The MUS culture is such that I can focus all 
my attention on teaching.”
  Eikner received the Distinguished Teaching 
Award in 1994 and the John M. Nail Excel-
lence in Teaching Award in 2003.
 Twenty-six years into his MUS career, 
Eikner has seen his order in the gradu-
ation march go from the back of the line to 
within about ten people of the front, two 
of whom are his former teachers and 
current English department colleagues, 
Jim Russell and Norman Thompson. Both 
men inspired Eikner to become a teacher.
  “I desired to be like them,” Eikner said.     
  Russell said that he wasn’t at all 
surprised by Eikner becoming a teacher.
  “Flip was the perfect student, and 
I knew when he was a junior at MUS 
that he’d become a model teacher,” 
Russell said.            
 

From the 1980s
 The Peters family has been intertwined 
with MUS history since Coach Jerry Peters 
joined the faculty in 1960. Since then, 
Coach Peters and his wife, Ruth, have seen 
their four boys, Jeff ’79, Judd ’81, Jon 
’84, and Jason ’88, graduate from MUS. 
Judd Peters, who is currently the director 
of school and community relations at 
MUS, doesn’t recall a time in his life when 
MUS wasn’t a constant presence.
 “I grew up here,” he explained. “When 
I was a kid, we’d come to MUS to play on 
the weekends.”
 He participated in various MUS day 
and sports camps before entering as a 
student in the seventh grade. Becoming a student felt 
natural for him because he was already so familiar 
with the school.

 While a student, Peters showed his Owl spirit 
by playing basketball, running track, participating 
in student government, and eventually being elected 
senior class president. 
 His involvement at MUS didn’t end after 
graduation. He and his cousin, Tommy Peters ’74, 
co-founded the MUS Alumni Basketball League 
(ABL), formerly known as the MUS Summer League.  
 “The ABL has been instrumental in keeping 

hundreds of alumni uniquely connected to 
the school,” said Judd Peters, who 
still serves as the ABL’s deputy 
commissioner.
      After graduating from Ole Miss 
in 1985 with a bachelor’s degree in 
business administration, he went into 
investment banking, but he still found 
time to give back to his alma mater. He 
coached the seventh-grade basketball 
team for seven years, served as a class 
representative for almost a decade, and 
was both a past president and member 
of the Alumni Executive Board. Because 
of his many years of volunteer service, 

the school recognized 
him as the Alumnus 
Volunteer of the Year 
for 2003-04.
      In 2005, he 
received the call that 
would eventually take 
him from volunteer to 
employee.
      “Mr. Haguewood 
hired me as a 
consultant on a 
project involving 
student needs,” he 
recalled. “That project 
led me to have two 
pivotal conversations, 
one with an MUS 
alumnus and another       

with Coach Bobby Alston. Those 
conversations inspired SLAM.”
 The SLAM program, now in its 
fifth year, is a summer leadership 
development program for fifth 
through eighth graders who are 
identified and recommended by 
their school. The curriculum for 
SLAM includes English, math, 
reading comprehension, public 

speaking, leadership seminars, notable guest 
speakers, physical fitness training, games, and a 
variety of sports camps. 

Judd Peters (No. 12) suited 
up for his dad and played 
for the 1981 basketball team 
that recorded one of the best 
seasons in school history, 27-4, 
and a district championship. 
He also served as the senior 
class president. Today, he lends 
his leadership skills to various 
programs at MUS.
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 The program’s success is apparent when looking 
at the student body; more than 10 percent of current 
MUS students have been a part of SLAM.
 “With SLAM, my desire has been to connect 
various aspects of the school with alumni interests in 
the Memphis community,” Judd Peters said. “SLAM 
has been unique in helping us develop 
and establish relationships 
throughout the city.”
 Currently, Judd 
Peters, who became a 
full-time staff member in 
2005, wears many hats 
at MUS. In addition to 
SLAM and his community 
relations responsibilities, 
he is the summer programs 
coordinator and Eighth-
grade Mentoring Program 
administrator. He works with 
Lower School Principal Clay 
Smythe ’85 and Eddie Batey 
on the Memphis Leaders 
Program. He also makes sure 
that the SLAM graduates who enroll in 
MUS have a smooth transition into the 
school by working with both students and 
their families.
 It is all in a day’s work for Judd Peters, 
who says he owes so much to MUS.
 “I feel like everything I have experi-
enced as a student and as an adult 
has prepared me to do what I am doing 
now,” Peters said. “It is a great, yet 
humbling, feeling to be working with 
people for whom I have so much respect. 
I feel I am making a valuable contribution 
in helping the school fulfill its mission.”

 “Change your plans or change your 
ways” was the phrase that brought Clay 
Smythe ’85 to MUS. Although his brother, 
Ham Smythe ’77, was an Owl, Smythe’s 
parents gave him the choice between MUS 
or Central High. Smythe chose to change 
his ways and entered the school as a 
tenth grader. 
 He never looked back, although 
his entering later than others was a 
challenge. 
 “I found myself in a big pond with lots of big fish, 
which meant big adjustments,” he said.
 He soon navigated his way through the pond 
and became involved with the Student Council, The 
Owl’s Hoot, and Youth Legislature as well as athletics 
through football and track. Smythe also played 

basketball for Coach Peters for one year and joked 
that he will be forever thankful for the opportunity 
Coach Peters gave him to hone his talents elsewhere. 
 One asset Smythe had was a clear talent for 
entertaining a crowd, a skill he still uses. He is 

probably best remembered by 
his classmates for his skits with 
Dean Siewert ’85 and Will 
James ’85 portraying various 
faculty and administration 
members and for his and 
James’ loveable characters, 
Earl and Burl Rural. 
      “Earl and Burl were 
identified as ‘preppy 
rednecks from neighboring 
Briarcrest,’” Smythe 
explained. “One year, 
during the MUS-Briarcrest 
basketball game, we made 

a rather public appearance, 
which incited some interest 
from the visiting bleachers 
as we circled around the 
court, fruitlessly encour-
aging ‘our Saints’ toward 
victory.”
 But his teachers, specifi-
cally Lin Askew, and his 
classes gave him confidence 
that he was where he 
needed to be.
 “Lin Askew introduced 
me to American literature 
while holding my feet to 
the fire and teaching me 
how to write,” Smythe 
recalled. “He was brutally 
and relentlessly honest with 
me and set high standards 
for his students. He allowed 
me to struggle, and that 
made me stronger. More, he 
made Huck Finn, The Great 
Gatsby, and Macbeth come 
alive. I knew MUS was the 
right place for me when 
I was in his class that 
first year.”
      Smythe went to college 

at the University of Tennessee where he majored in 
history with a minor concentration in horticulture.
 “Custom-made degree for grave diggin’,” he said. 
 He returned to run his family’s cemetery and 
funeral business until his family sold it in 1997. 
With an opportunity to take graduate classes in 

Above: Will James and Clay Smythe 
perform as Earl and Burl in 1985. Still 
a real character, Smythe is the driving 
force of the Lower School.
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the evenings, he began work during those years on 
what became his master’s in theological studies from 
Covenant Theological Seminary. 
 “I always wanted to be a teacher,” he said. “My 
grandmothers were teachers, my mom was an English 
teacher, and my sister teaches ballet.”
 Seeking a career change, he turned to Haguewood 
for a recommendation so he could apply to teach 
history at Memphis City Schools. In 2001, Haguewood 
offered Smythe a position teaching religion, which 
Smythe accepted. That same year, he won the Alumni 
Volunteer of the Year Award. 
 Smythe served as the acting Religion Department 
chairman until 2004, when he was officially named 
the Robert J. Hussey, Sr., Chair of Religion, a chair 
he held until 2005 when he 
became the Lower School 
principal. 
 Smythe still teaches 
religion, but his main respon-
sibility is running the Lower 
School, a position that enables 
him to work with several of his 
former teachers.  
 “I cherish my relationships 
with faculty members,” he 
said. “It’s easier for me to work 
with them because of what 
they have done for me and will 
do for our students.”    
 One day those students 
may include his two young 
sons, Stan and James, to 
whom Smythe addresses his 
moving, advice-filled letters, 
with which he entertains 
captive audiences in chapel 
each year. 

 Math brought Loyal Murphy ’86 to 
MUS twice – once as a student and then, 
again, as an instructor. Murphy’s father 
enrolled him in Presbyterian Day School 
15 days into his fifth-grade year because 
he was concerned with math at Murphy’s 
elementary school. To Murphy’s father, 
an engineer, this was a step toward 
Murphy’s getting into MUS, a place 
where he would get a top-notch 
mathematical education. Within a 
short time at MUS, Murphy’s math 
scores improved, something he 
credits to his teachers, including 
current instructor Tom Brown. 
Murphy began to love math because of the people 
teaching it to him.

 “I saw how my math instructors taught with such 
passion,” Murphy said. “It couldn’t help but rub off 
on me.”
 Math isn’t the only aspect of life at MUS that has 
remained constant for Murphy. He enjoyed playing 
soccer while a student and currently serves as the 
program coordinator for the soccer teams. Soccer 
friendships also got him involved in theater when 
Saunders directed a musical revival second semester 
of his senior year, and several soccer and football team 
members participated.
 Murphy enjoyed his first theater experience 
so much that he returned to participate in alumni 
programs and got involved in theater at Rice 
University in Houston, TX, where he graduated 

with a Bachelor of Science in 
civil engineering. He also recently 
made his theater comeback in the 
MUS spring musical, Little Shop of 
Horrors, as the voice of Audrey II, 
the carnivorous plant. 
     It is fitting that Murphy would 
play the part of a plant in the 
musical because it was a seed 
planted by Thorn that grew and 
came to fruition when Murphy 
joined the faculty. 
      “I came to an MUS young 
alumni event during my freshman 
year at college,” he said. “Mr. Thorn 
addressed us, told us he was glad 
to see us, and reminded us that the 
world needed good teachers and we 
were welcome to come back here 
and teach. I didn’t forget that.”
      In the fall of his senior year at 
Rice, he told Christa Warner, his 
former math teacher, that he was 
interested in joining the faculty. He 

interviewed for a position 
during his spring 
break and, fresh from 

college, joined the 
faculty in the fall of 

1990 to teach math.
      He relied on 

former teachers to help 
guide him through his 

transition from college 
student to teacher.

Members of the 1986 annual 
staff included Elmore Holmes, 

Loyal Murphy, Shelley Harrison, 
and Jason Strong. Today, Murphy 

often lends his guitar skills to liven 
up campus events.
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 “Andy Saunders and Flip Eikner told me the 
summer before I started that I had to stay here more 
than a year,” he said. “The first year is just survival; 
they gave me great advice.”
 Since he was only four years out of MUS himself, 
the teaching role was strange for him at first, but it 
was Terry Shelton, his former English teacher, whose 
words helped him adjust.
 “Terry broke me of calling people by his or her 
last name,” Murphy said. “He said to me, ‘it 
reminds me how old I am, so stop it.’”
 Murphy found his stride and 
was honored with the Distinguished 
Teaching Award in 2000 and the John 
M. Nail Excellence in Teaching Award 
in 2002. He also served as the Donald 
Bailey Wiener Chair of Mathematics for 
three semesters, and, in 2008, he was 
named the Anne and Glenn A. Crosby 
Chair of Christian Ethics. 
 Murphy, who will begin his 19th year 
of teaching in August, said he has no 
regrets.
 “I love it here,” he said. “I have friends 
who get up every day and 
go to work; I get up and go 
to school. It’s a part of me.”

From the 1990s
  Dax Torrey ’94, 
Hamilton Eggers ’94, 
and Spencer Reese ’94 
couldn’t be more different 
from one another, but on 
one thing they all agree: 
Once they realized they 
wanted to teach, MUS was 
the place to be.   
 Torrey joined the 
faculty in 2000 and 
works as both an English 
instructor and the director 
of sports information. He 
is the head coach of the 
seventh-grade basketball 
team, assistant coach for the 
freshman basketball team, 
statistician for all Upper 
School football teams and 
the varsity basketball team, and he runs the timing 
programs for all home track meets.           
 He came to MUS as a seventh grader and was the 
only student who entered from Harding that year. He 
remembered not knowing anyone until one student 
reached out to him.     

 “Eric Wooten ’94 befriended me first,” Torrey 
recalled. “I’ll never forget that he sat down by me 
at lunch when I was by myself. It is something that 
stands out to me. He was willing to take a chance and 
sit with the new kid. Not a lot of people are willing to 
do that.” 
 Soon, athletics proved to help him feel more 
comfortable at MUS because, according to Torrey, 

they help kids fit in. He has carried 
his love of sports into his adult life 
and career. After graduating from 
Vanderbilt with a degree in English, 
Torrey worked for Union Planters 
Bank for 11 months. That was all 
it took for him to decide he did not 
want to be in the corporate world. 
      “I didn’t just want to sit 
behind a desk my whole life and 
do the same monotonous routine 
every day,” Torrey said. “It’s 
about service – in the classroom 
and on the court or field.”
      In 1999, he called 
Haguewood and inquired 
about open positions. Unfortu-
nately, nothing was available, 

but Haguewood encouraged 
Torrey to pursue a master’s 
degree. 
      Torrey took the advice and 
started working toward his M.A. 
in English with a concentration 
in literature at the University of 
Memphis. Haguewood called the 
following year when a position 
became available, and Torrey 
hasn’t looked back
 “I love the competition in 
athletics on a high school level 
and wanted to get back to that,” 
Torrey said. “I wanted to serve. 
Helping students in and out of 
the classroom has been one of 
the best parts of the last nine 
years.”
 Torrey wants nothing more 
than to give back to the school, 
and his fellow teachers see that 
in him every day. Joe Tyler, the 
assistant Lower School principal 

and a mathematics instructor, has worked with Torrey 
for nine years and said Torrey spends countless hours 
working behind the scenes to ensure he is doing 
everything he can for the school and his students.
 “Coach Torrey believes strongly in the mission of 
the school,” Tyler said. “In short, he loves MUS.”

In 1994, Dax Torrey may have been caught by 
surprise at his locker, but he was a very good 
example of an MUS student: a scholar, an athlete, 
and a leader. Today, he encourages young men to 
get involved. Why not try out for the seventh-grade 
basketball team? He is the coach.
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 Eggers, a fishing buddy of Torrey’s during their 
senior year, also started at MUS in the seventh grade 
and said he instantly felt at home, although he 
admitted it was more academically challenging than 
he expected.
 “It was a shock because it was very hard,” 
Eggers said. “I remember struggling with Mr. Eikner’s 
seventh-grade English class and Mr. [Wayne] Duff’s 
eighth-grade Latin class.” 
 He eventually found his groove, however, and 
excelled in football. Cady, who was an assistant 
football coach when Eggers played, said Eggers was 
an outstanding football player who always worked 
hard to accomplish his academic and athletic goals. 
 One of Eggers’ goals was to become a teacher and 
a coach.
 “I really wanted to be a teacher, specifically at 
MUS,” Eggers said. “I was [teaching] at 
Evangelical Christian School when Coach 
Alston called me because Coach [Tommy] 
Harrison retired. He told me that it was time 
to come back home, and I’d always wanted 
to come back.”
 Along with working as an assistant 
football coach, Eggers, who joined the 
faculty in the fall of 2008, is a history 
instructor and also the head trapshooting 
coach. He said he enjoys working with 
those who were his teachers when he was a 
student.
 “My former teachers have all been really 
good about respecting me as a colleague 
instead of looking at me as a former 
student,” Eggers said. “It’s been fun to 
throw jabs back and forth with Mr. Brown. 
I had him for computer back right before 

Windows launched, so 
we were learning Pascal. 

On the first day of faculty 
in-service, I told him I never 

used what I learned in his 
class, and he got mad at me. 

I can’t help Microsoft!”
       Eggers has fond memories 
of Brown and other former 

teachers. Eggers recalled 
Bill Taylor’s search for the 

perfect milkshake as a “get out of jail free card” he 
used regularly.
 “Saturday school was a punishment back 
then, but you could buy Coach Taylor a chocolate 
milkshake made with vanilla ice cream and chocolate 
syrup to ‘buy’ your way out of it,” Eggers explained. 
“I bought him milkshakes monthly.”
 Coach Taylor says the milkshake stories have 
taken on a life of their own.
 “In all seriousness, the guys were just being nice 
by bringing them to me,” said Taylor, the varsity 
tennis coach for the past 32 years. “The stories came 
from me always getting milkshakes on tennis trips 
and, now, they have a life of their own.”

  Spencer Reese went beyond milkshakes. He 
brought in his mother’s homemade cheese grits.
  “He still talks about those cheese grits,” Reese 
said. “And I’m still wondering where 
my extra credit is.”
  Reese, who is often seen carrying 
a book from the Harry Potter series 
and dressed as the title character, 
also joined the faculty in the fall of 
2008. He knew from a young age 
that he wanted to attend MUS.

Pictured from the 
1994 yearbook, 
Hamilton Eggers 
finds himself up to 
his neck in fall fest 
activities. He is now 
often up to his neck 
grading papers. 
He continues his 
passion for football 
as a coach of the 
Owls’ offensive line.

Spencer Reese 
always had “spirit,” 
evident here as a yell 
leader in the fall of 
1993. Now, he tries to 
bring that same spirit 
and enthusiasm to his 
classroom.
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  “I always wanted to come here because of the 
mystique of the place,” Reese said. “I went to my first 
football game in fifth grade and knew I wanted to be 
here.”   
 Reese, now an English instructor, remembered 
quite vividly his first paper at MUS.
  “I was in Mr. Shelton’s class, and I wrote a paper 
on Walter Mitty that I thought was really well done. 
But then I got it back, and I had failed,” Reese said. 
“But it taught me to be more aware of what I’m trying 
to say, to defend my points clearly, and to edit, edit, 
edit. I tell everyone that if it weren’t for that F, I 
wouldn’t be here now.”
 Reese took the lessons he learned here to 
the University of Tennessee, where he earned his 
bachelor’s degree in English, and to the University 
of Memphis, where he received his master’s degree 
in poetry in 2001, after which he began teaching at 
Lausanne Collegiate School.
 In 2005, he was selected to be a 
member of the Renaissance Research 
Group in the School of English at 
Exeter University in the United 
Kingdom, where he is currently a 
part-time, distance researcher for 
a doctoral degree in film studies. 
While in the U.K., he taught at 
both Exeter and Plymouth Univer-
sities. In 2006, he returned to the 
United States and to Lausanne, 
but what he really wanted to do 
was teach at MUS. 
  “At a Facing History 
dinner, I asked Mr. Haguewood 
about job openings,” Reese remem-
bered. “I told him that if there was 
anything open…heck, if he needed me 
to sweep floors, I’d do it just to come 
back.”
 Soon after, Reese was hired and 
started teaching at MUS that next 
fall. He said he loves teaching here, 
mostly because of the students.
  “The bar is set high, and they 
rise to meet it,” Reese said. “The class 
discussions are brilliant, and I think 
that we can learn from each other. It’s 
very Socratic. I learn from the kids, 
and they bring a great deal to the 
table. I appreciate that.”

From the 2000s
 It wasn’t that long ago that Whit Tenent ’00 was 
walking the halls as a student and playing lacrosse for 
Elliot Dent, with whom he now works as an assistant 
coach.
 “I often think about eating breakfast in the Clack 
with my friends, winning three lacrosse state champi-
onships, and popping in to see Coach (Barry) Ray to 
talk about Scottish history,” Tenent said. 
 But one memory that stands out happened on 
his first day at MUS. His mother dropped him off and 
simply said, “Do your best.” 
 Tenent worked hard to live up to his mother’s 
advice, but he had help from his teachers, including 
Russell, who met with him at 7:30 a.m. each day of 
his eighth-grade year to offer extra assistance, and 
Beba Heros, who told him exactly what he needed 
to do in order to be successful in Spanish. Leigh 
MacQueen, who taught Tenent’s father, encouraged 

him to work with young people.
      “All of my teachers were 
fabulous, truly cared about my 

academic success, and sacrificed 
as much as I did for my academic 

growth,” Tenent said. 
      It was their sacrifices and 

MacQueen’s encouragement that 
inspired Tenent to be a teacher. In the 

tenth grade, he approached MacQueen 
and asked for advice on teaching. 
MacQueen explained to him the impor-

tance of working with young people and 
how teaching and coaching works

      From then on, Tenent 
said he always wanted to 
work at MUS, and his friends 
accurately predicted that 
he would return to teach 
someday. He knew he needed 
experience so he could offer 
the next generation of MUS 
students the same level of 
excellence that his instructors 
had given him. Dent helped 
him get a job as the head 
lacrosse coach and a history 
teacher at a local public 
school. In 2005, Tenent’s 
dream became a reality when 
he talked to Haguewood that 
summer, and a job offer came 
to fruition. 

Above: Whit Tenent shows off his 
dance moves in 2000. He now teaches 
those same moves to lacrosse players! 
He is shown here standing in front of 

his father’s class picture.
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 When he returned to MUS 
to teach history, social studies, 
and vocabulary and also to work 
as the assistant lacrosse coach, 
he was happy to see that some 
things hadn’t changed and some 
things had.
 “As an academic institution, 
we are still challenging students 
to be men of character, but those 
challenges are not static and 
evolve to keep up with a changing 
world,” Tenent said. 
 Yet the tradition and core 
values of the school remained 
untouched, and that is what 
drives him to instill those values 
in his students.
 “I can’t think of another place 
where, when an adult walks into a 
room, students stand up,” Tenent said. 

 Ross Rutledge ’02 walked out of 
MUS seven years ago as a graduate, 
and, this August, he will walk back into 
the school as the History Department’s 
newest faculty member. 
 Rutledge entered MUS as a seventh 
grader after he and his parents looked at 
almost every independent school in the 
Memphis area. They ultimately decided 
on MUS.
 “We ended up choosing MUS because it 
was, and still is, a cut above the rest,” Rutledge said. 
“It was pretty clear, once we visited other schools, that 
this is where I belonged. For a big decision, it was 
relatively easy.”
 He admitted that, although he was confident in 
his decision, he was anxious when the first day of 
school arrived.
 “I was aware that my parents were paying for me 
to go here so that I could get the very best education 
possible,” he said. “I knew that if I failed, I was failing 
at the very best, and that made me nervous.”

      Because of the small class sizes, his 
extroverted nature, and athletic prowess, 
the nervousness quickly faded and he 
became involved with the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes, football, baseball, 
and track.
      Rutledge majored in history at Millsaps 
College, where he was a Dean’s Scholar 
and was named an All-Conference Strong 
Safety for football. He earned his master’s 
of social science from Mississippi College. 
After coaching for two years at Millsaps, 

he moved to Olive Branch, MS, 
and started coaching football 
and teaching history at Cordova 
High School. Still, he found time 
to devote to his alma mater by 
helping with the MUS varsity 
track team. 
      He said he is thrilled to 
return to MUS as a teacher and 
is excited to work for Smythe, 
one of his former teachers and 
fellow alumni.
      “I took his Christian ethics 
class and really enjoyed it,” 
Rutledge said. “When I found 

out that he was going to be my immediate 
boss, I was ecstatic to work with him because, like so 
many of the faculty members here, he has a strong 
passion for what he does.”
      Rutledge believes that he, too, has a passion for 
teaching and coaching as well as a strong desire to 
make a substantial contribution to the school and to 
future generations. 
 “I feel like I have a responsibility to give back to 
what this school has given me,” Rutledge explained. 
“I want to teach kids and guide them through their 
early teens. What better place to do that than the 
school that gave so much to me?” 
 

Entering his first year as an MUS faculty member 
and coach, Ross Rutledge has moved from the 
playing field as No. 22 in 2002 to the sidelines 
as football coach of the safeties.

 These 11 men have experiences at MUS that have, 
thus far, spanned 42 years, beginning in 1967 and leading 
up to the present. The size of the school may have changed, 

but the core values of the school remain the same. 
 “It’s an honor to teach here,” Tenent said.
 On this point, they all agree.  



A Work  of Art
                  by Lauren Oxner
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 Taylor “Tiff” Miller ’76 stands in the big empty 
room. While most people would see it as just that, a big 
empty room, Miller sees it as the first stage in his job, 
which is to construct galleries that will eventually hold 
some of the most renowned works of art in the world. 
 As the associate building manager for exhibitions at the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City, Miller’s 
main responsibility is to prepare the galleries for the Met’s 
numerous special exhibitions. These temporary exhibitions 
feature works of art that belong to the Met or are borrowed 
from other museums or private lenders worldwide.
     The Met, with more than 2 million square feet of gallery 
and support space, is home to 17 curatorial departments, 
and the curators of these departments often organize special 
exhibitions that are planned years in advance and often 
remain only three or four months. 
 “Having the opportunity to work with every curatorial 
department in the museum, with art created from 3100 
B.C. to the 21st century, is one of the pleasures of my job,” 
Miller said. 
 More than ten gallery areas, the largest nearly 15,000 
square feet, hold the special exhibitions. This is where 
Miller comes in.
      Miller manages a team that includes in-house carpenters, 
machinists, riggers, and electricians, among others, as 
well as outside contractors. To prepare the gallery for an 
exhibition, the work starts from 
the ground up to construct 
the actual rooms that 
will hold the art. 

  The job does come with its challenges. The projects 
move very quickly, and since exhibition dates are 
published in advance, openings are never delayed. With 
more than 36 exhibitions each year, Miller often works 
on seven exhibitions at once at various stages of the 
construction or installation process. 
 “The fact that there are lots of details to keep in mind 
makes my job interesting, and then there are the last 
minute changes,” Miller said.
 Miller’s wide-ranging experience makes him well-
suited to his tasks. He already had a love for artistic 
expression, through the study of literature in college 
at George Washington University. He also worked 
construction during college. While in graduate school 
at George Washington University, he was hired by The 
Phillips Collection, an art museum in DC, to manage 
a capital construction project. Later, Miller moved to 
New York, working at the Guggenheim Museum before 
eventually getting a job at the Met. Along the way, he 
picked up valuable management experience, and, over the 
years, he’s been able to expand and refine his expertise. 
 Miller also uses his interest in language to help with 
the communication and collaboration between art histo-
rians and construction contractors. His background in 
both art and construction has proved to be invaluable. 
He quickly points out the favorite parts of his job. 
 “Not only do I get to see a lot of great art, but I am 
lucky to get to work on every special exhibition at the 
Met,” he said. “The process of transforming an empty 
space into a finished gallery with art installed and visitors 
roaming freely is a lot of fun.”

       Thinking back to his days at MUS, 
Miller credits Bob Boelte’s history class 

for whetting his appetite for world history, 
an area that Taylor encounters often when 

dealing with famous works of art. He also said 
that Bill Hatchett and Norman Thompson 

instilled in him a love of art and an appreciation 
for the humor to be found in most situations. 

He also said Tom Mitchell’s physics class was great 
preparation for everything that followed, and coaches 
Jerry Peters and John Keesee ’69 always encouraged 
him to take on challenges.
     When he is not constructing art galleries, Taylor enjoys 
spending time with his wife, Linda Borsch, and 5-year-old 
son, Will. 
 “We live in Manhattan, just a block from Riverside 
Park, where there are playgrounds and places to ride bikes,” 
Miller said. “There’s also great hiking, kayaking, and rock 
climbing in New York City and the surrounding area. 
And, of course, there are lots of wonderful museums.”

A Work  of Art
                  by Lauren Oxner

After years of planning, the first step is 
usually the demolition of the existing walls 

and casework that can’t be reused. Occasionally, 
structural modifications must accommodate heavy 

artwork. After demolition, an accelerated project 
follows with wall construction, electrical and HVAC 
modifications, case construction when necessary, painting, 
and the rest of the work, all of which must be completed 
within a few weeks of the departure of the previous 
exhibition. Shortly after completion of construction, the 
new exhibition will be installed and the galleries will be 
reopened to the public. 



     Riding the Waves to Financial Success

Brown’s father, Waldrup Brown, Sr., 
attended the old MUS in the 1930s. 
Brown’s sons, Brooks ’92 and 
Chip ’95, Gober’s son, Howie ’93, 
and King’s son, Ryan ’96, are alumni, 
as well.
 Atkinson said he has to 
remember to call Brown by an old 
MUS nickname when he is working 
with certain clients. 
 “When I’m talking to his MUS 
crowd, I have to make sure I say 
Mouse Brown,” he said. 
  The nickname came as a result 
of older boys telling Brown and two 
friends to go home and think up 
nicknames for each other when they 
were in eighth grade.
 ”I have no idea how we came up 
with ‘Mouse,’” Brown said. “We don’t 
even remember what the other two 
nicknames were, but mine stuck. I’ve 
been Mouse ever since.”
  Fittingly, “Mouse” has found the 
perfect small home. 
 “It is a small firm, but one 
with the ability to really make a 
big impact on a company’s perfor-
mance,” Atkinson said. 
 Their alma mater has helped 
with this goal, he added. 
 “Our business is based on 
relationships, and MUS relationships 
open a lot of doors and put you in 
contact with influential people with 
strong ties to the school.”

 Who would ever dream 
that a walk on the beach 
would turn into a business 
plan, which, in turn, would 
lead to the founding of a 
company unique to the 
Memphis area? The story of 
SEACAP Financial Inc. begins 
in just that way – three men 
with ties to MUS taking a walk 
by the water. 
 Waldrup Brown ’65 was 
with Mackie Gober and Bob 
King in Destin, FL, on vacation 
with their families in the 
1990s. Brown and King worked 
for the same company at the time, 
and they all three discussed going 
into business together. 
 “Mackie, Bob, and I were 
walking down the beach, and Bob 
and I started talking about what we 
wanted to do,” Brown said. “Mackie 
surprised us by saying he’d like to 
be a part of it, too.” 
 Thus the seeds of an investment 
bank for the family-owned business 
were sown. SEACAP was conceived 
as a small company with a large 
purpose: to serve small to mid-sized 
privately owned businesses that 
need help with buying, selling, 
building, or staffing. 
 All three handle client 
relationships while each has 
his own areas of expertise. 
King specializes in merger and 
acquisition work as well as sales; 
Brown works on the financial 
advisory and debt placement 
business; and Gober does a little 
of both, but mostly business 
development. 
 “Since we are a small group, 
we can’t do huge volumes – we don’t 
want to do huge volumes,” Brown 
said. “Our approach is very strategic. 
We take a very personal, labor-
intensive interest in each client.”
 Brown, a Sewanee graduate 
with 20 years of experience, has 
used his financial expertise to 
SEACAP’s advantage and has 

     Mackie Gober, Waldrup “Mouse” Brown, Bob King, and Oscar Atkinson

helped clients build and strengthen 
their businesses. 
 To bring in the clients, SEACAP 
has a recent acquisition of its own: 
Oscar Atkinson ’96. Atkinson 
believes referrals are the key to gaining 
new clients, so he spends a significant 
part of his time talking with bankers, 
lawyers, and CPAs. 
 “Our MUS ties are an important 
part of opening the door and 
developing a level of trust,” Atkinson 
explained. “I also spend a lot of time 
talking to private business owners in 
the Memphis area, many of whom 
have an MUS connection.” 
 After getting an MBA at 
Vanderbilt, Atkinson relied on his 
MUS connections when he was 
searching for a job in Memphis. 
His fellow alumni, including his 
father, Ed Atkinson ’73, pointed 
him to SEACAP.
 “It was a perfect fit, matching my 
sales expertise with their financial 
angle, and I really appreciated 
the close-knit, entrepreneurial 
environment,” Atkinson said. “It’s a 
great place for me to build my skill 
set and leverage our joint network of 
established executives and up-and-
coming professionals. We provide a 
good one-two punch.” 
 Both Atkinson and Brown have 
deep roots in Memphis and count MUS 
as one of the best assets in the area. 

by Gaye Swan
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Class of 2009 
        is Off and Running
 Members of the Class of 2009 followed Senior Class President Rhobb Hunter down the aisle at 
Second Presbyterian Church Sunday, May 17, entered as seniors and exited as alumni.
 Graduation brought the 94 young men a step closer to the 45 colleges and universities they will be 
attending in 19 states and Washington, DC, this fall. 
 Student Council Chaplain Michael Edwards gave the invocation before salutatorian Robert Vestal 
addressed the audience. Beg To Differ gave a moving performance of James Taylor’s classic “Fire and 
Rain,” followed by Rahul Kumar’s valedictory speech.
 Kumar’s speech, which revealed both humor and insight, paid homage to the school and its faculty.
 “Together, the Class of 2009 has accomplished amazing feats,” Kumar said. “With outstanding 
leadership in every organization, endless dedication on the playing fields, and brilliance in the classroom, 
our class has left its mark. However, our accomplishments across the board are also a product of our 
teachers’ and coaches’ hard work. 
 “They are the ones who pushed us to our potential, and they are the ones who define MUS, as we 
will remember it. From Mr. Matthew’s ‘Pie’ lectures to Mr. Clifft’s shenanigans in Monday chapel, from 
Coach T’s impeccable wit to Coach Sudd’s discussions of imagery in Vergil, I know I can speak for my 
entire class when I say that memories like these define MUS for each of us.”
 After Headmaster Ellis Haguewood and Board of Trustees Chairman Bob Loeb ’73 presented the 
graduates with their diplomas and faculty members gave out graduation awards, Hunter presented the 
John M. Nail Outstanding Teaching Award to Lin Askew [see page 33].
 Once again, the senior class excelled academically with its members having been offered $8 million 
in merit-based scholarships.
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Faculty cup For 
General excellence

Lowell Graham Hays IV
The Faculty Cup for General Excellence is 
the highest honor given to a member of the 
graduating class. With outstanding leadership 
and strength of character, the recipient of the 
Faculty Cup has earned the highest respect 
of his peers and teachers for the generous 
contributions of his time, talent, and energy to 
Memphis University School and its ideals.

D. euGene thorn awarD

John Congleton Carson III
Michael Hollis Edwards
Matthew Taylor Reed

Matthew Clark Shelton
William Hall Stokes
John Walt Wepfer

The D. Eugene Thorn Award is given in memory 
of the school’s second headmaster.  This award 
is presented to those members of the senior 
class who best demonstrate the dignity, integrity, 
humility, and sincerity that characterized Thorn’s 
years as coach, teacher, and headmaster at 
Memphis University School.

ross Mccain lynn awarD

William Andrew Cornaghie
Travis Robert Duffley

Edward Carl Krausnick III
Rahul Kumar

Evan Blake Mah
Robert Griffin Vestal

The Ross McCain Lynn Award is given in memory 
of the school’s first headmaster. This award 
recognizes distinction in the areas of school 
citizenship, leadership, service, and character.

leiGh w. MacQueen Dean’s cup 
For acaDeMic excellence

William Hall Stokes
Named in 1998 in honor of the first academic 
dean of MUS, Leigh Windsor MacQueen, 
this award was originally donated by Mr. and 
Mrs. MacQueen in 1967. The award is given to 
a senior who, based on his academic record 
and his performance on both a written and an 
oral examination, has demonstrated a high level 
of academic achievement along with a marked 
depth of intellectual maturity and curiosity and 
who, in the minds of the examining committee, 
has indicated sound intellectual attainment.

Mark cooper powell MeMorial awarD

Rhobb St. D’Angelo Hunter

CLASS Of 2009 Awards & Honors:

CLASS Of 2009 
by the Numbers:

84 59
took 244 Advanced 
Placement exams 
in 19 subject areas

percent offered 
merit-based 
scholarships

The Mark Cooper Powell Memorial Award is given 
in memory of Mark Cooper Powell ’80, by his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Edward L. Powell, to the 
graduates who, through persistence and courage 
during their careers at MUS, have shown the 
greatest development of character and scholarship.

scott Miller reMbert 
senior service awarD

Louis Mathewes Jehl
This award, established by family and friends, 
is made in memory of Scott M. Rembert ’70. 
It goes to that senior who has shown the most 
unselfish service to the school. His name is 
inscribed on the Senior Service Award plaque, 
which will remain permanently at the school. 
In addition, the winner is presented with an 
engraved medal.

valeDictorian awarD

Rahul Kumar
This award is presented to that senior with the 
highest average over eight semesters of work at 
Memphis University School.

Lowell Hays Walt Wepfer Robert Duffley and Rahul Kumar Robert Vestal
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salutatorian awarD

Robert Griffin Vestal
This award is presented to that senior with the 
second highest average over eight semesters of 
work at Memphis University School.

DistinGuisheD 
coMMunity service awarD

Leyuvin Kantharuben Moodley
This award goes to the graduate who has made 
service to others in the Memphis community a 
very high priority in his life. The recipient of this 
award has given his time, talent, and energy in a 
way that demonstrates the school’s commitment 
to community citizenship. This award is selected 
by the president of the Civic Service Organization 
and the faculty advisor.

russell Johnson 
creative writinG awarD

Robert Saxon Threlkeld
The Creative Writing Award, given in memory of 
Russell Johnson, a former Memphis University 
School English teacher, honors that student who 
sees details and meanings in the world around 
him and expresses his thoughts imaginatively 
and lucidly.

choral Music awarD For excellence

William Austin Nease
Brandon Robert Parrish

This award, established by Dr. and Mrs. Kit S. 
Mays, honors those seniors who have shown the 
greatest overall musical talent and dedication to 
the a cappella singing group Beg To Differ.

williaM D. JeMison iii awarD 
For excellence in DraMatics

Travis Robert Duffley
The Jemison family established this award 
in honor of William D. Jemison III ’70 to 
recognize that senior who, in the opinion of the 
Fine Arts Department, has made the greatest 
contribution to acting during his career at MUS. 

brescia awarD For 
unselFish service in DraMatics

Louis Mathewes Jehl
The Brescia Award was established by the parents 
of Matthew Richard “Buddy” Brescia ’64 
to honor that senior who, in the opinion of 
the Fine Arts Department, has given the most 
unselfish service to MUS theater.

art awarD

Richard Alexander Batey II
The Art Award is given to that senior who, in 
the opinion of the art instructors at MUS, has 
demonstrated talent in studio art, has displayed 
personal interest in art and independence in 
art classes, and has exhibited a potential for 
continued interest and work in art.

enGlish awarD

Travis Robert Duffley
The English Department awards recognition 
to the outstanding scholar who exemplifies 
effective writing, keen appreciation of language 
and literature, and singular achievement in his 
English courses.

ForeiGn lanGuaGe awarDs

wayne e. DuFF latin awarD 
Rahul Kumar
French awarD

Benjamin Eli Khouri
spanish awarD

Hamilton Mark Beanblossom, Jr.
Robert Griffin Vestal

The Foreign Language Awards are given to seniors 
who have demonstrated exceptional ability in and 
appreciation of a particular foreign language and 
whose academic records in this area are in accord 
with the highest standards of excellence. 

history awarD

Evan Blake Mah
The Department of History and Social Studies 
recognizes the graduate who, during his academic 
career at MUS, has demonstrated outstanding 
passion and appreciation for, and understanding 
of, history.

christa Green warner 
MatheMatics awarD

Michael Hollis Edwards
Rahul Kumar

This award in mathematics is represented 
appropriately by a Mobius strip, an unending 
surface that symbolizes Christa Warner’s 
unending devotion to her students and love of 
mathematics. The award is given by Jonathan 
’90 and Stephen Weinberg ’95 in memory 
of their teacher Christa Warner. It is presented 
to that young man who not only understands 
and successfully applies the concepts of 
mathematics but has also displayed an unusual 
spirit of cooperation throughout his high school 
mathematics career.

reliGion awarD

William Andrew Cornaghie
The Department of Religion presents this award 
to the graduating senior who has demonstrated 
academic excellence while exhibiting the 
moral characteristics of the Judeo-Christian 
ethic, including a personal dedication to justice, 
mercy, and humility.

MarGaret owen catMur 
science awarD

Rahul Kumar
The Science Award, established in loving 
memory of Margaret Owen Catmur by her 
husband, Eric Alan Catmur, is presented to 
that student who, in the opinion of the Science 
Department faculty, has done the most 
outstanding work in the field of science at 
Memphis University School. 

paul trowbriDGe Gillespie

 scholar-athlete awarD 
William Baker Benton III

The Scholar-Athlete Award, named in honor 
of Paul Trowbridge Gillespie ’65, is given 
to the senior who has lettered in at least two 
sports during the year and has excelled in his 
academic work.

JaMes r. hayGooD iii 
best all-arounD athlete awarD

Matthew Taylor Reed
The Best All-Around Athlete Award, named 
in memory of James R. Haygood ’60, is given 
to that student who has excelled in at least two 
sports during the school year.

carter lee Murray spirit awarD 
Richard Alexander Batey II

This award was established in memory of Lee 
Murray ’94, captain of the MUS Yell Leaders. 
It is presented to a member of the Memphis 
University School family who exemplifies school 
spirit and leadership.

al wriGht 
christian character awarD 
Michael Hollis Edwards

The Al Wright Christian Character Award 
is presented by the Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes to that senior who embodies the 
Christian morals, ethics, principles, and 
love that Coach Al Wright demonstrated by 
both his words and his actions. 

24 943 24
percent scored 
2100 or higher 
on the SAT

named 
National 
Merit 
finalists

percent scored 
30 or higher on 
the ACT

percent honored 
by the National 
Merit Scholarship 
Corporation

To view all graduation pictures taken by Kathy Daniel Patterson, go to www.sendtoprint.net and 
enter event ID code: MUSgraduation2009. Photos will be online through mid-September.
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William Alexander ....................University of Tennessee (s)
Amro Amro .............................................. Boston University 
Will Anthony ............................ University of Mississippi (s)
fadi Assaf ....................... Case Western Reserve University
Jimmy Ball .............................................. Eckerd College (s)
Walter Barnett ......................... University of Mississippi (s)
Xander Batey ..............................................Lyon College (s)
John Battle ...............................University of Tennessee (s)
Mark Beanblossom ............. Mississippi State University (s)
Will Benton .........................................University of Virginia
Michael Brennan ............................University of Mississippi
Jordan Brown ................................University of Mississippi
Kyle Brown ...............................University of Tennessee (s)
Johnny Carson ....................................... Dartmouth College
Will Carter ..................................University of Arkansas (s)
Devin Cleaves ...................................Morehouse College (s)
George Coors ........................... University of Mississippi (s)
Drew Cornaghie ............................ Vanderbilt University (s)
Robert Counce ..........................University of Tennessee (s)
Robert Cowan ....................... Louisiana State University (s)

Dylan Cunningham ............................ Cornell University (s)
Jared Davis .................... George Washington University (s)
Virgil Deanes ..................................Hampton University (s)
Michael Delugach ............... Mississippi State University (s)
John Dillon ................................University of Tennessee (s)
Ryan Dillon ...............................University of Tennessee (s)
Robert Duffley .................................Georgetown University
Michael Edwards .......................... Vanderbilt University (s)
Evan Elmore ..................................... Samford University (s)
Will ferguson..............................Warren Wilson College (s)
Barret folk ............................................. Dartmouth College
Michael folk.............................University of North Carolina
Roy fox ..................................................University of Texas
Jake franklin ......................................... Pace University (s)
Drew frisby ..............................University of Tennessee (s)
Russell Godfrey .................... Louisiana State University (s)
Matt Grisham ......................................... Rhodes College (s)
Trip Hale .....................................University of Arkansas (s)
Derek Haynes .................................. Samford University (s)
Lowell Hays  ................................. Vanderbilt University (s)
Jake Henke ...............................University of Tennessee (s)
Barry Hillyer .............................. Jacksonville University (s)
Grant Hopkins............................ University of the South (s)
Rhobb Hunter .................................. St. Louis University (s)
Thomas Ivy ...............................University of Tennessee (s)

Next Stop for the 
CLASS Of 2009:

Below, starting left: 
Wesley Shannon, 
Russell Godfrey, 
and Will Ferguson; 
Tho Nguyen, Evan Mah, 
Mathew Jehl, and 
Shelby Smith

Rhobb Hunter, 
William Alexander, 
Jimmy Ball, 
Will Anthony, 
Fadi Assaf, 
Walter Barnett, 
and Xander Batey
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Mathew Jehl .......................................... Rhodes College (s)
Cliff Jones .......................................... Auburn University (s)
Graham Jones ................................University of Mississippi
Ben Khouri .................................................... Trinity College
Coleman Kimbrough ........... Mississippi State University (s)
Jackson Knight ...................Washington and Lee University
Carl Krausnick .....................Southern Methodist University
Rahul Kumar ..............................University of Pennsylvania
Gunther Lee ............................................. Tulane University
Grayson Magruder .......................University of Alabama (s)
Evan Mah .............................................Emory University (s)
Lawson Mann .......................................... Tulane University
Andrew Maroda ............................ Vanderbilt University (s)
Colin McDonald ...................................... Rhodes College (s)
Ahmed Minhas ....................................... Rhodes College (s)
Jon Mitchell ..............................University of Tennessee (s)
Lee Moodley ....................................................Knox College
Jim Moore ..................................... University of Georgia (s)
Turner Morehead ..........................High Point University (s)
Buddy Morrison ................................University of Arkansas
Joel Moss ........................................florida State University
Mustafa Motiwala .................................. Rhodes College (s)
Will Nease ................................................Auburn University
Tho Nguyen .............................Oxford College at Emory (s)
Brandon Parrish ........................University of Tennessee (s)

William Paxton ...................................Tulane University (s)
Matthew Preston .......................... Vanderbilt University (s)
Harrison Rea ...............................Washington University (s)
Taylor Reed ........................ Mississippi State University (s)
John Riggins ................................University of Alabama (s)
David Ruben .............................University of Tennessee (s)
Phillip Russell .......... Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University
John Rutledge ....................Washington and Lee University
Wesley Shannon ................. Mississippi State University (s)
Matthew Shelton ........................Washington University (s)
Austin Smith ........................Southern Methodist University 
Shelby Smith ...................... Mississippi State University (s)
Sam Sorrelle ....................................University of the South
Jack Steffner ............................University of Tennessee (s)
Will Stokes .................................... Vanderbilt University (s)
Andy Stubblefield .....................University of Tennessee (s)
Kimbrough Taylor ........................ University of Missouri (s)
Robert Threlkeld ........................ University of the South (s)
David Tillman ........... University of Tennessee-Chattanooga
Robert Vestal ................ Washington and Lee University (s)
Jason Weatherly ......................... University of Memphis (s)
Walt Wepfer ................................. Vanderbilt University (s)
Tucker Witte ..................................... Pepperdine University
forrest Wortham ................University of Colorado-Boulder 

                                                                     (s) denotes scholarship

The 94 graduates chose 45 different colleges. 
Here's how one made his decision:
      I chose Washington and Lee because it is a great 
combination of everything I was looking for: an intense 
neurosciences program with a 90 percent acceptance rate to 
med schools, a very strong music department offering piano, 
organ, and vocal options, and a smaller school where I can 
pursue more interests to a deeper level, such as theater for 
example. Like MUS, W&L offers close relationships between 
students and faculty, which is perfect for me. I hope I will 
accomplish a lot! — Robert Vestal

Lawson Mann, 
Ahmed Minhas, 
and Phillip Russell

Jared Davis, 
Jack Steffner, 
Joel Moss, 
Barret Folk, 
Taylor Reed, 
and Austin Smith
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Preston Battle ’71 
and John

John Dillon ’74 
and Johnny

Kevin Reed ’75 
and Taylor

   MUS 
Legacies 
     Fathers

Brandon and Bob Parrish ’67

John Wepfer ’74 
and Walt

Chuck Smith ’66 
and Austin

Bruce Hopkins ’68 
and Grant

Lawson and 
Barlow Mann ’71 

Steve Maroda ’75 
and Andrew

and 
  Their 

For some boys, MUS is in their blood. This 
year, the third annual Legacy Luncheon, held 
for 23 seniors and their alumni fathers, took 
place at the Crescent Club.
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Matthew and 
Rob Preston ’78

Kimbrough Taylor ’84 
and Kimbrough

Rob Threlkeld ’78 
and Robert

Bruce Moore ’77 
and Jim

Paul Edwards ’79 
and Michael

Trent Riggins ’76 
and John

Andy Dillon ’78 
and Ryan

Mark Counce ’77 
and Robert

Dexter Witte ’76 
and Tucker

Jack Stokes ’79 
and Will

Howard Nease ’78 
and Will  

Daniel Brown ’78 
and Jordan 

Louis Jehl ’80
and Mathew

Carl and 
Collie Krausnick ’79
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STATE WINNERS

Fencing Lunges to First
 The journey to this year’s state championships was 
something like a roller coaster for the MUS fencing team, 
but the ride ended with juniors Michael Lewandowski, 
Ben Smith, and Ian Turner taking home their first Saber 
Championship trophy. 
 Their win followed an outstanding 
performance by Colin McDonald ’09 
(pictured right), who defended the St. 
Michael’s Cup during halftime at the MUS-
CBHS basketball game. The challenge 
pitted McDonald against a nationally-
ranked champion. Although McDonald fell 
behind by 2-4, he tied the score at 4-4 and 
finished in a spectacular fashion to keep 
the cup at MUS for another year.  
 “The fans went absolutely nuts when 
I pulled a highly unconventional move by 
leaping/diving at the opponent,” McDonald 
said. “The winning touch was huge, but 
rallying back to tie it up against all odds and seeing our 
boys in the bleachers react was just the best for me.”
 In November, the Junior Olympic Trials produced six 
qualifiers from MUS, doubling the number who qualified 
last year; the qualifiers were McDonald, Lewandowski, 
Smith, Turner, sophomore Chase Schoelkopf, and Skip 
Aymett ’08. Highlights included a 1-2-3 sweep of saber 
by Smith, Lewandowski, and Turner and top finishes by 
co-captains Schoelkopf and McDonald in epee.

Four Teams Deliver State Titles

 Schoelkopf, who started fencing in seventh grade, won’t 
soon forget the qualifiers.
 “I was trailing by a few points in the final round of 
epee when, while scoring a point, I bent my sword severely,” 

he explained. “During attempts to restore 
my sword, I snapped it in half. Everyone 
thought I had broken it in anger. The look 
on the opposing fencer’s face was priceless. 
I then went on to win.” 
      In addition, the Tennessee division 
tournament produced some impressive 
performances. Junior Trip Freeburg, 
sophomore Howard Choi, and Aymett 
qualified in senior men’s epee for the 
Summer Nationals to be held in Dallas, TX. 
Smith qualified in senior men’s saber.
      At the state championships, MUS was 
the only participating school to enter teams 
in all three weapons’ classes – saber, epee, 

and foil. Each of the three weapons’ competitions had both 
individual and team events.
 The epee championship was tied after regulation, 
but MUS unfortunately lost in a one-touch, sudden-death 
overtime. 
 In individual competition, the saber team swept the 
individual results with another 1-2-3 finish by Smith, Turner, 
and Lewandowski. McDonald and sophomore J.P. Wheeler 
tied for third in epee.

Coach Brad Kroeker congratulated 
Ben Smith on his win. Below are the 
Saber Champs: Ian Turner, Ben Smith, 
and Michael Lewandowski.



MUS TODAY      AUGUST 2009      23

Latin...Alive and Well at MUS
 Eighth grader Charlie Goodfellow strapped on a bicycle helmet, stepped 
into a modern version of an ancient Roman chariot, and steered his way to a 
first-place win at the annual Tennessee Junior Classical League Latin (TJCL) Convention.
 Teammates junior Kelly Myers and sophomore Forrest Baty supplied the pulling 
power that resulted in the first-place win and set the tone for an overall first-place win 
for MUS in the convention for the second time in as many years. 
 “Most TJCL schools have only a handful of students capable of scoring points at 
this convention,” said Ryan Sellers, MUS Latin instructor, TJCL state chairman, and 
convention director. “This year, MUS had 43 students score points, so we’re very proud of 
the overall depth we have in our Latin program.”
 More than 700 students from 30 schools across Tennessee came to the MUS campus 
April 24 and 25 for the event. Regular classes did not meet to allow more MUS students 
to participate. Of all the schools represented, the top five were MUS with 910 points, 
Hume-Fogg High School with 740 points, White Station High School with 508 points, St. 
Mary’s Episcopal School with 491 points, and Northeast High School with 432 points.
 Along with the chariot race win, the MUS Latin Club came in first place in 
community service and in publicity. Individual results included a four-way tie in the 
level 4 vocabulary test between Rahul Kumar ’09 and Mustafa Motiwala ’09 and 
juniors Will Taylor and James Arnold. Other first-place finishers were sophomore 
Clint Montgomery in the cinema Romana video competition, freshman Jackson Darr 
in English oratory, freshman Eli Goldstein in both the academic heptathlon and level 
two grammar, freshman Wil Hergenrader in level two reading comprehension, freshman 
Nicholas Rouse in classical art, Latin literature, and Roman history level two, and 
eighth grader Sam Shankman in dramatic Latin.
 Shankman said he enjoyed competing in dramatic Latin, in which students memorize 
a monologue in Latin and present it to a panel of judges.
 “It was the first time that I had competed in Latin, and it was really exciting,” he 
said. “Latin is my favorite class, and I really love theater. Dramatic Latin was a fun way to combine two of my passions into 
one competition.”
 MUS’s top nine individual scorers were Rouse, who also came in third overall in the convention, earning 99 points; 
Goldstein, who came in fifth overall in the convention, earning 93 points; eighth grader Andrew Raves with 51 points; 
freshman Carson House with 42 points; Montgomery with 39 points; Robert Duffley ’09 with 36 points; Kumar with 33 
points; and Taylor and Darr, both earning 30 points.
 While competition was a large part of the day, some events, such as the art contest, costume contest, and Latin-
themed skit contest provided entertainment, as well.
 Sophomore Richard Twardzik, who was featured in the second-place winning skit and the first-place winning cinema 
Romana video, said the convention was great fun and reminded him just how historical Latin is. 
 “I keep in mind that when I read something originally written in Latin, I am reading the same thing that the Roman 
people read more than 2,000 years ago,” he said.

Chariot race winners: Charlie Goodfellow 
(seated), Forrest Baty, and Kelly Myers

Rahul Kumar (front) and Mustafa Motiwala 
(back left) came out to support the skit 
performers: Elliott Collins, Alex Jarratt, Clint 
Montgomery, Jian Yin, and Richard Twardzik.
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Track Runs Circles 
Around Competition
 Hard work, tough practices, and team spirit paid off 
this year when the varsity track and field team won its first 
Division II state championship since 1997, and that victory 
just keeps resonating with both the team and the coaches.  
 For Jared Davis ’09 one word sums it up: surreal.
 “After the tough practices and all the hard work that 
goes into running track for six years, for it all to have culmi-
nated with a state championship during my senior year is 
beyond my wildest dreams,” said Davis, who finished third in 
the triple jump, fifth place in the high jump, and third in the 
regional decathlon.
 The Owls won in staggering fashion, finishing with a 
meet-high 147 points. Not only was their championship the 
first in 12 years for the MUS team, it was also the first time 
a Memphis-area track and field team has won the Division II 
title since the divisions were re-organized in 1997. 
 Unselfishness and a team-first mentality played an 
integral role in the team’s success, Coach Bobby Alston said.

STATE WINNERS

Tennis Duo Battles From Behind
 For Will Carter ’09, the pressure was 
on in his fourth and final trip to the state 
doubles tennis finals in as many years. After 
winning in 2007 and suffering a heartbreaking 
loss to a tough McCallie team in 2008, Carter 
was looking to redeem himself. Armed with 
a talented new partner, junior Cliff Guyton, 
Carter was ready to be a champion once again.
 Together, Carter and Guyton won the match 
and defeated defending champions McCallie, 
6-7 (5), 6-4, 6-4. 
 “It was such a roller coaster of a match,” 
Carter said. “We lost the first set in a tiebreaker 
but knew we weren’t out. We bounced back 
and won the second set. We were down in the 
third set, so we changed our strategy and both 
played back on their serves, which worked like 
a charm. We won four straight games to take 
the third set and the doubles title.”
 This win not only served as a poetic 
ending to Carter’s MUS tennis career but also 
set a new state record as the Owls are the only 
team in Tennessee to win 13 state doubles 
tennis titles.
 Guyton, who is known for his powerful 
serve, said he couldn’t believe they had won.
 “When we finally won the last point, it 
took a second to sink in,” Guyton said. “It was 
a shock to me because the match had been going on for 
so long. I was really psyched and excited to win.”
 Coach Phil Chamberlain, a doubles tennis specialist 
who is also the assistant varsity tennis coach, worked 
with Carter and Guyton. He said he knew, from the 
moment he matched them together, they would become 
the best team in the state.
 “Will and Cliff played well through to the tournament 
and had to bring everything they had in the finals against 
the same team that won McCallie the team champi-
onship,” Chamberlain said. “It was a great match with a 
lot of drama, but Will and Cliff were not to be denied.”
 Head Coach Bill Taylor, who led the Owls throughout 
their spectacular season, praised his players.
 “We had a strong competitive team this year,” 
Taylor said. “Everyone improved over the season, and 
we are proud of our 10-1 season record. We will lose 
four talented seniors from this year’s top six, but we 
have some very talented underclassmen ready to fill the 
void. In addition, we have one of the best Lower School 
teams that we have had. The future looks bright for 
MUS tennis.”

Will Carter and Cliff Guyton in action; 
below with their coaches, Bill Taylor 
and Phil Chamberlain



 “Our team this year came into the 
season as one of our most talented and 
built on that talent throughout the 
season,” he said. “We had tremendous, 
unselfish leadership from our seniors and 
an esprit de corps that is often hard to 
construct in track. Talent plus leadership 
plus unselfishness is tough to beat.”
 The outstanding performances seemed 
endless as the team, led by Alston and 
assistant coaches Orlando McKay and 
Joe Taylor, racked up 81 points in the 
field events to give them a sizeable lead 
heading into the running finals.
 In the field events, Taylor Reed ’09 
placed first in the triple jump, with junior 
Stephond Allmond and Davis capturing 
second and third. Barret Folk ’09 won the 
pole vault (see back cover) 
and the decathlon, an event 
MUS swept, as Allmond and 
Davis placed second and third, 
respectively.
 Reed said the Owls’ above-
and-beyond performance made 
the victory twice as satisfying.
 “I knew that, if we 
competed like we were 
supposed to, we would have 
the points to win,” Reed 
said. “But in our case, almost 
everyone performed at their best, 
and, as a result, we won by 50 
points, a margin which made the win even better.”
 Folk, who will run track for Dartmouth in the fall, said 
the team’s commitment to win state from day one makes 
the victory that much sweeter.
 “Winning state was the perfect way to end a great 
school year,” he said. “Everybody on the team, not just 
the seniors, knew from the beginning of the season that 
our goal was to win state, and we prepared and competed 
every day to accomplish that goal.”

      Winning in the running events were Keith 
McBride, who took first place in the 200-meter 
dash, and Elliott Bryant (pictured left), who 
won the 400-meter dash. Both boys followed 
that up in strong fashion, taking third and 
fourth place, respectively, in the 100-meter dash. 
      MUS’s relay teams turned in dominant 
finishes as well, with the 4-by-100 meter relay 
team sprinting for a first-place finish. That team 
was composed of juniors Bryant, McBride, and 
Hank Hill and Michael Folk ’09.
      MUS sprinters delivered yet again in the 
4-by-200 meter relay, as sophomore Michael 
Glenn and eighth-grader James Rantzow ran 
the first two legs, followed by Folk and McBride, 
on their way to another gold medal and a 
school record.
      The Owls’ individual performers dominated, 

but, according to Allmond, 
“Track was special this year 
because no matter what 
problems we faced, we always 
overcame them,” he said. “We 
were a group of kids who stuck 
together and encouraged one 
another.”
      Alston said, while many 
events from this champi-
onship weekend stood out, 
the decathlon victory posted 
by Folk, Allmond, and Davis 
spoke volumes about the Owls’ 
commitment to teamwork.

 “Equally as impressive [as their 1-2-3 finish] was the 
camaraderie the boys shared with each other throughout 
the competition,” Alston said. “Their goal to finish first 
through third, regardless of the order, had them cheering 
for each other in every event and then helping each other 
get ready for the next one. 
 “In my 30-something years as a coach, it was a very 
special moment, and I want to thank each of them for 
allowing all of us to be a part.”

Decathlon winners: Jared Davis, Barret Folk, 
and Stephond Allmond

The 2009 track team struck gold by earning a 
state title and ending a 13-year drought. 

MUS TODAY      AUGUST 2009      25

Ph
ot

o 
by

 M
ik

e 
St

ra
si

ng
er

/T
N

Sp
or

tp
ix

Ph
ot

o 
by

 M
ik

e 
St

ra
si

ng
er

/T
N

Sp
or

tp
ix



26      MUS TODAY      AUGUST 2009

Why I Give  by Jason Dunn ’95

One of my high school classmates was dutifully making the rounds for 
the MUS Annual Fund and called me a few years ago. While always great to 
hear the familiar voice, this was the first of these calls to get my reply, “Yes, 
and I’ve already sent the check!” 

In prior years, admittedly, I’d been a stingy donor, but not for lack of 
love of my alma mater or unwillingness to give. My hesitation stemmed from 
an inherent conflict that perhaps many alumni share. Every year I waged 
the internal debate of how I could justify donating money to MUS versus 
directing those dollars to other needy community nonprofits. The dilemma: 
Do I give to a seemingly well-funded high school or to a charity in south 
Memphis helping children in one of the most deprived areas in the country? 

Until that year, the latter always won out. So what changed? It was the 
introduction of the Memphis Leaders program to MUS, a program that is 
enriching our school and will impact our community greatly in time. With 
Memphis Leaders as part of MUS, I know giving back to my alma mater is 
giving back to my community. 

Memphis Leaders’ mission is to identify, recruit, train, and grow both 
traditional and non-traditional MUS students into servant leaders for our 
community and beyond. The program expands MUS’s de facto role as a 
leadership institution in the Memphis community to creating leaders from 
all demographics and backgrounds – leaders who ultimately can bridge the 
racial and economic divide of our city. 

Memphis Leaders is a year-round program that currently covers seventh 
through ninth grades. Eddie Batey leads programming during the academic 
year, including a Memphis Leaders class, area field trips, a speaker series, and 
other innovative leadership development opportunities. Other components 

include a summer program called SLAM, led by Judd Peters ’81. SLAM’s primary recruiting grounds 
include the Memphis City Schools, where principals and teachers help identify the highest achieving 
students. Those students in SLAM identified as the highest-aptitude, nontraditional MUS applicants 
with leadership potential have the opportunity to earn one of the Peace Scholarships to MUS. So far, 
Peace Scholars have included several outstanding African-American students who have been elected to 
campus leadership positions and an Asian immigrant who has been on the Faculty Honor Roll every 
quarter and has been a Dean’s Scholar every semester since his seventh-grade year at MUS.  

MUS has proven its ability to create leaders, clearly illustrated by the number of MUS alumni in 
leadership positions across our community. Historically, this feat has been accomplished by appealing 
to only a portion of our community’s demographics, seemingly those who are well-off and white, 
but this is changing. Memphis Leaders helps expand MUS’s reach to grow 
our qualified applicant pool, offer diversity of background to our student 
population, and continue to create leaders who have the credibility, talents, and 
skills to achieve at the highest level in any part of our community or beyond. 
Our growing qualified applicant pool also will ensure that MUS can 
continue raising the bar of excellence demanded by MUS stakeholders. 

To make a gift to the Annual Fund, call (901) 260-1350, give online at www.musowls.org/donate, 
or mail a contribution to 6191 Park Avenue, Memphis, TN 38119.

MUS ANNUAL FUND

Jason Dunn graduated 
from Rhodes College in 
1999 with a bachelor’s 
degree in business 
administration and 
economics. In 1997, 
he started working 
for Southeastern 
Asset Management, 
the company in which 
he is now a partner. 
He currently serves on 
the Knowledge Quest 
board of directors. 
Dunn and his wife, 
Ashley, live in 
Memphis with their 
three daughters, twins 
Chloe (3) and Ella (3), 
and Mya (2).
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M   E   M   O   R   I   A   L   S *Includes gifts received January 20 – July 7, 2009

SARA Steele WIGGInS ADAMS
 Mr. and Mrs. R. louis Adams ’70
 Mr. and Mrs. Gardner P. Brooksbank, Jr.
 Mrs. Bernice Hussey and Dr. C. Hal Brunt
 Dr. and Mrs. Reginald A. Dalle
 Mr. Perry D. Dement
 Mr. and Mrs. Joe edmondson
 Dr. and Mrs. Walter G. efird III ’75, 
  Mr. Walter G. efird IV ’05, 
  Mr. tyler H. efird ’10, and Miss Haley efird
 Mr. and Mrs. Richard l. Fisher ’72
 Mr. and Mrs. ellis l. Haguewood
 Mr. and Mrs. Ricardo J. Heros
 Dr. Diane M. long and Dr. thomas e. long
 Mr. and Mrs. Douglas R. Perkins
 Mr. and Mrs. Maury S. Radin 
  and Mr. Jacob B. Radin ’14
 Mr. and Mrs. James D. Russell
 Mrs. Judy A. Rutledge
 Mrs. Joan F. Ryan
 Mr. and Mrs. Andrew F. Saunders III
 Mr. and Mrs. Curtis R. Schmitt
 Mr. and Mrs. S. Clay Smythe ’85
 Mr. and Mrs. George V. Steffens III  
 Mr. and Mrs. Herbert B. Wolf, Jr., 
  Mr. Jonathan M. Wolf ’05, 
  and Mr. Aaron M. Wolf ’11

DOROtHY M. AnGel
 Dr. and Mrs. Reginald A. Dalle
 Mr. Perry D. Dement
 Mr. and Mrs. ellis l. Haguewood
 Mr. and Mrs. James D. Russell
 Mrs. Judy A. Rutledge
 Mr. and Mrs. Andrew F. Saunders III

RuSSell B. BIllInGS, SR. ’80
 Mr. and Mrs. ted S. Angelakis ’81
 Mr. A. Drew Banks ’79
 Mr. and Mrs. James G. Beard ’79
 Mrs. Kate Boone
 Mr. and Mrs. e. Hope Brooks III ’80
 Mr. and Mrs. Michael M. Brown ’80
 Mr. and Mrs. James I. Burrow III ’82
 Mr. Henry M. Caldwell ’79
 Mrs. Kathryn G. Cannon
 Mr. and Mrs. W. Curtis Cowan, Jr. ’80
 Mr. H. tucker Dewey ’79
 Dr. and Mrs. Martin W. Frazier ’81
 Mr. and Mrs. Philip H. Freeburg ’81
 Mr. and Mrs. Arthur F. Fulmer III ’79
 Mr. and Mrs. Donald S. Gold
 Mr. and Mrs. Samuel n. Graham II ’80 
 Ms. lucy C. Hardy
 Mr. and Mrs. Jeffery R. Harris ’81
 Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Hussey III ’81
 Mr. and Mrs. louis C. Jehl, Jr. ’80
 Mr. and Mrs. W. Bryan Jones ’80
 Mr. John H. Keesee ’69
 Mr. and Mrs. thomas C. Kimbrough III ’81
 Mr. and Mrs. A. Keith May ’79
 Mr. and Mrs. Phillip H. Mcneill, Jr. ’79
 Mr. and Mrs. C. edwin Murphey, Jr. ’81

 Dr. and Mrs. R. lee nichols, Jr. ’79
 Dr. and Mrs. John M. norwood ’80
 Mr. and Mrs. Paul W. O’neal, Jr.
 Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey A. Peters ’79
 Dr. and Mrs. W. Webster Riggs
 Mr. and Mrs. Richard M. Scharff ’80
 Ms. Barbara C. Coll and Mr. e. John Sebes ’80
 Mr. and Mrs. J. Matthews Sights, Jr.
 Mr. and Mrs. David l. Simpson IV ’80
 Ms. laura R. trezevant
 Mr. A. Boyd Wade III ’81
 Mr. William B. Wood ’79
 Dr. Cathy M. Chapman 
  and Dr. George R. Woodbury, Jr. ’80

B. SnOWDen BOYle, JR.
 Mr. A. Robert Boelte, Jr.

DOROtHY DYMOCK BROeR
 Mr. and Mrs. Ronald J. lazarov
 Mr. and Mrs. Richard l. Reinhardt

BROWn StuARt BROOKS ’81
 Dr. and Mrs. Brown Brooks

SHeD H. CAFFeY, JR.
 Mr. and Mrs. Richard l. Fisher ’72
 Mr. and Mrs. James D. Russell

POllY JAne COHen COOPeR
 Mr. Perry D. Dement
 Mr. and Mrs. Andrew F. Saunders III
 Mr. and Mrs. Alexander W. Wellford, Jr. ’60

JAnIe Peete CROOK 
AnD JeRe lAWRenCe CROOK, JR.
 Dr. Jere l. Crook III ’63

FReDeRICK A. DeBARDeleBen III
 Mr. and Mrs. Richard l. Reinhardt

l. eDWIn eleAzeR III ’94
 Mr. and Mrs. Albert e. laughlin III ’94

GWIn RAIneR FOOte
 Mr. A. Robert Boelte, Jr.

nAnCY HIll FulMeR
 Mrs. Margaret R. taylor 
  and Dr. David e. taylor ’79

JeAn BARBee HAle
 Mrs. Jean l. Saunders

BIllY HARKInS
 Mr. and Mrs. ellis l. Haguewood
 Dr. and Mrs. John e. Harkins

lInDA llOYD HARWOOD
 Mr. and Mrs. Bobby A. Alston
 Mr. Perry D. Dement
 Mrs. Claire K. Farmer
 Mr. and Mrs. A. Rankin Fowlkes
 Mr. and Mrs. Kelly H. truitt ’81

WIllIAM R. HAtCHett
 Mr. and Mrs. norman S. thompson, Jr.

SAM HOllInGeR
 Mr. and Mrs. Bobby A. Alston
 Mr. Perry D. Dement
 Mr. and Mrs. ellis l. Haguewood
 Mr. and Mrs. James D. Russell
 Mr. and Mrs. Andrew F. Saunders III

MAXeY eVAnS JACKSOn
 Mrs. Ann Clark Harris 
  and Mr. W. Clayton Harris III ’01

MR. AnD MRS. JACK JOe, SR.
 Mr. Christopher M. Joe ’87

MARtHA H. JOHnSOn
 Dr. Sam J. Cox III, Janet, Ann, and Sam ’11

JOe e. JOSePH
 Mr. and Mrs. Paul W. O’neal, Jr.

RItA MASSeY
 Mr. and Mrs. C. Brian Williams 
  and Mr. Matthew B.H. Williams ’10

WIllIAM BlAKe “MAC” MCSWAIn, SR.
 Mr. Perry D. Dement
 Mr. and Mrs. ellis l. Haguewood
 Mr. and Mrs. Richard l. Reinhardt

WIllIAM F. MOORe, SR.
 Mr. A. Robert Boelte, Jr.

CARteR lee MuRRAY ’94
 Mr. Bradley H. Cohen ’94
 Mr. and Mrs. Cullen t. Weeden

HOuStOn e. PICKenS
 Mr. t. Whitten Cox, Jr. ’06
 Mr. Hugh Francis IV ’06 
 Mr. Mason H. George ’06
 Mr. W. Blake Karban ’06
 Mr. Grayson G. Sharpe ’06 
 Mr. William D. thornton ’06 
 Mr. Reid W. Wesson ’06

Ann D. PReStOn
 Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Preston ’68

eDGAR WIlSOn PRIMM
 Mr. Perry D. Dement
 Mr. and Mrs. ellis l. Haguewood
 Mr. and Mrs. James D. Russell
 Mrs. Judy A. Rutledge

MR. AnD MRS. HenRY K. QuOn, SR.
 Mr. Christopher M. Joe ’87

WIllIAM MAXWell ROSe ’07
 Dr. and Mrs. R. louis Adams ’70
 Mr. and Mrs. Bobby A. Alston
 Mr. and Mrs. Richard l. Fisher ’72
 Mr. and Mrs. Robert e. loeb ’73

JACOB C. RuDOlPH
 Mr. and Mrs. Bobby A. Alston
 Mrs. Sammy Ann Marshall 
  and Mr. C. tate Conrad ’92

MARVIn RutleDGe
 Mr. Perry D. Dement
 Mr. and Mrs. James D. Russell

WIllIAM G. SelleRS
 Mr. and Mrs. Richard l. Reinhardt

Your gifts in memory of loved ones or in honor of special friends 
directly enable young men at MUS to receive the best education available. 
Memorials to Memphis University School support the Annual Fund program. 
Families of those whose memories are honored will be notified by an 
appropriate card with an acknowledgment to the donor. We gratefully 
acknowledge the following gifts to the school:*

Gifts in Memory and Honor
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H   O   N   O   R   A   R   I   U   M   S

DAVID l. SIMPSOn III
 Mr. A. Robert Boelte, Jr.
 Mr. and Mrs. S. Clay Smythe ’85

SHeltOn SMItH
 Dr. and Mrs. R. louis Adams ’70
  and Mr. B. Galloway Allbright IV ’98

PAtRICIA Ann tAYlOR
 Mr. and Mrs. Robert R. ellis

lACeIle COnnOR tHOMPSOn
 Mr. Perry D. Dement
 Mr. and Mrs. ellis l. Haguewood
 Dr. and Mrs. John e. Harkins
 Mr. and Mrs. William Hurst
 Mr. and Mrs. James D. Russell
 Mrs. Joan F. Ryan
 Mr. and Mrs. Andrew F. Saunders III

D. euGene tHORn
 Mrs. Deborah Dunklin tipton

MARY K. tReADWell
 Mrs. Ann Clark Harris

BettY WIlBOuRn
 Dr. and Mrs. Daniel F. Fisher, Jr. ’68

MARJORIe WunDeRlICH
 Mrs. Ann Clark Harris 
  and Mr. W. Clayton Harris III ’01

BOBBY A. AlStOn
 Mr. and Mrs. Ronald J. lazarov

eMIlY A. BAeR
 Mr. Perry D. Dement
 Mrs. Diana B. Moore
 Mr. and Mrs. Andrew F. Saunders III

CHAD BAllentIne ’96
 Mr. and Mrs. Roger A. Byers, Sr.

JOHn B. BAllentIne ’90
 Mr. and Mrs. Roger A. Byers, Sr.

DARYAn J. BARneS ’10
 Mr. and Mrs. uzell Garner, Jr.

R. AleXAnDeR BAteY II ’09
 Dr. and Mrs. Richard A. Batey

BeG tO DIFFeR
 Mr. and Mrs. edward J. Foster

WInStOn BRIAn BROOKS ’87
 Dr. and Mrs. Brown Brooks

D. VOn CHuRCHWell, JR. ’14 
 Mr. and Mrs. thomas C. Scott

ClASS OF 1967
 Anonymous

ClASS OF 1996
 Mr. Chad Ballentine ’96

DIllOn DReW COnnORS ’11
 Mr. John J. Connors, Jr.

KeVIn R. CuBBInS ’93
 Anonymous

ReGInAlD A. DAlle
 Mr. C. Cody Jameson ’02

ROBeRt J. DAVIS ’82
 Mr. and Mrs. norman S. thompson, Jr.

JOHn C. DIllOn IV ’09
 Mr. and Mrs. George B. ellis
 Mr. and Mrs. James C. Rainer III

JeFFReY D. enGelBeRG ’94
 Carol B. Hinchin Fund

MICHAel B. FABeR ’96
 Carol B. Hinchin Fund

ROBeRt A. FABeR ’98
 Carol B. Hinchin Fund

tYleR A. FlOWeRS ’10
 Mr. William D. Flowers III ’03

R. BARRet FOlK ’09
 Mr. and Mrs. George B. ellis

ROY MOlItOR FORD III ’14
 Ms. Mary Ann Ford

WIllIAM P. FRI ’71
 Mr. Stanley l. Fri ’71

P. tROWBRIDGe GIlleSPIe, JR. ’65
 Mr. and Mrs. John Ogles

n. SPenCeR GRuBeR ’12
 Mrs. edwina Burchett

MARK J. HAlPeRIn ’67
 Dr. and Mrs. Maury B. Bronstein 
 Mrs. Diane B. Halperin
 Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan W. thayer

nOAH W. HAnOVeR ’11
 Mr. Jeffrey P. Hanover and Mr. Kevin Gaiman

JOHn e. HARKInS
 Mr. and Mrs. Clayton C. Chandler ’97
 Mr. Perry D. Dement
 Mrs. Diana B. Moore
 the national Society of the Colonial 
  Dames in Memphis
 Mr. and Mrs. Andrew F. Saunders III

W. ClAYtOn HARRIS III ’01
 Mrs. Ann Clark Harris

W. BuCKneR HASenMuelleR ’13
 Ms. Sarah Flowers

lOWell G. HAYS IV ’09
 Mrs. trecia R. Hays

WIllIAM M. HAYS IV ’15
 Mrs. trecia R. Hays

BeBA C. HeROS
 Dr. theodore V. Cooper ’89

tHe HARRY HIll III ’66 FAMIlY
 Mrs. Robert lockwood

WIllIAM t. HOllInGeR
 Dr. and Mrs. John e. Harkins

GRAnt l. HOPKInS II ’09
 Mr. and Mrs. George B. ellis

JuDItH W. HuRSt
 Mr. Perry D. Dement
 Mrs. Diana B. Moore
 Mr. and Mrs. Andrew F. Saunders III
 Mr. and Mrs. norman S. thompson, Jr.

tHOMAS A. IVY, JR. ’09
 Mrs. Mary B. Barth

l. MAtHeWeS JeHl ’09
 Mr. and Mrs. George B. ellis

JOnAtHAn P. KAStAn ’10
 Dr. and Mrs. Phillip J. Goldstein

e. CARl KRAuSnICK III ’09
 Mr. and Mrs. George B. ellis

AnDReW J. MARODA ’09
 Mr. and Mrs. George B. ellis

MOM AnD DAD
 Mr. Kenneth C. Koleyni ’93

JAMeS B. MOORe, JR. ’09
 Mr. and Mrs. George B. ellis

D. StePHen MORROW ’71
 Mr. and Mrs. John Ogles

JOel B. MOSS ’09
 Ms. Rachel B. Krantz

DennIS R. PARnell ’14
 Ms. Sara A. Fields

tHOMAS C. QuInlen ’93
 Mrs. Ann Clark Harris

l. WIlKInSOn RAIneR ’13
 Mr. and Mrs. James C. Rainer III

PeteR l. RAIneR ’10
 Mr. and Mrs. James C. Rainer III

JOAn F. RYAn
 Mr. Perry D. Dement
 Mrs. Diana B. Moore
 Mr. and Mrs. Andrew F. Saunders III

JeAn l. SAunDeRS
 Mr. Perry D. Dement

CAtHeRIne S. SCHuHMACHeR
 Mrs. tracy V. Patterson

teRRY n. SHeltOn 
 Mr. and Mrs. Clayton C. Chandler ’97

S. ClAY SMYtHe ’85
 Mrs. tracy V. Patterson

luKe C. StAllInGS ’14
 Dr. and Mrs. Herman R. Stallings

AnDReW P. SteVenSOn ’12
 Mr. and Mrs. Richard A. Mattox

GRAnt W. SteVenSOn ’15
 Mr. and Mrs. Richard A. Mattox

AnDReW S. C. StuBBleFIelD ’09
 Mr. and Mrs. George B. ellis

JOSePH S. tYleR
 Mrs. Deborah Dunklin tipton

nICHOlAS t. VeRGOS ’12
 Mr. and Mrs. John R. zeitler
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C hairman Portrait Series

Wunderlich Portrait unveiled
 Strength, honor, and service to MUS have always marked the 
life of Kent Wunderlich ’66. For more than four decades, he has 
championed the school and its mission. 
 In March, his portrait became the fifth to hang in the Loeb 
Conference room as part of the Chairman Portrait Series.
 Board of Trustees Chairman Bob Loeb ’73 paid tribute to 
Wunderlich’s 25 years of service to the school. 
 “He shepherded the school through Headmaster Gene Thorn’s 
retirement and the school’s 1993 centennial celebrations, and he 
was instrumental in formulating the MUS mission statement and 
leading the search committee that appointed Ellis Haguewood as 
headmaster,” Loeb said. 
 Wunderlich chaired the Board of Trustees for eight years and 
headed what was at that time the largest capital campaign in the 
school’s history. 
 “We would say that during difficult years at MUS, we were led 
by a man with courage, with a knowledge of his duty, and with a 
sense of honor in action,” Haguewood said.
 Wunderlich served on the Doors to New Opportunities Steering 
Committee and was a co-chair of the Financial Plan Committee for that capital campaign. He and his wife, Susan, were founding 
members of the Ross M. Lynn Society and remain members of that vitally important group. For his decades of contribution to 
the school, he was named the 2006-07 Alumnus of the Year. He retired from the Board last year after 25 years of dedicated service.
 After graduating from MUS in 1966, Wunderlich received a B.S. from the University of Virginia and a J.D. from the 
University of Memphis. He is president and general counsel of Financial Federal Savings Bank. He and Susan have two sons, 
Gary ’88 and Philip ’90, and five grandchildren, including rising eighth grader, Gary ’14.

      The portrait of Kent Wunderlich is by well-known 
artist Michele Rushworth of Seattle, WA. Rushworth 
has been a professional portrait artist for more than 30 
years. Her commissions have included many prominent 
individuals, including the governors of Washington, 
Nevada, and Wyoming and corporate and education 
leaders. 
      Portraits of the first four board chairmen, Alexander 
Wellford, Sr. ’30, Robert G. Snowden, Roy E. Bell, Jr., 
and William “Buddy” Morrison are already included in 
the Chairman Portrait Series collection. 

Critics weigh in on their first view 
of grandfather’s portrait.

The Wunderlich family on hand for the unveiling: 
Julie and Philip with their three children, 

Philip, Kate, and Libby; Kent and Susan on 
either side of Kent’s father, Al; and Gary with 

his two children, Madison and Gary III



30      MUS TODAY      AUGUST 2009

Four Retire to Start New Chapter: 
             “Life After MUS”    by Evan Mah ’09

John harkins
 By the fifth grade, Dr. John E. Harkins 
knew he was a history freak. He eventually 
brought his wealth of knowledge to MUS 
where he started teaching in 1968 while 
working on his master’s degree at LSU. 
Since then, he’s won over the hearts of both 
students and teachers with his sharp wit and enduring 
passion for history. This year, though, after nearly 30 
years, Harkins will be officially retiring from full-time 
employment. 
 Those who had Harkins as an instructor can tell you 
there is an overwhelming feeling of academic inferiority 
when in his class. 
  “The depth with which Harkins covered topics was 
astounding, as was his ability to answer every obscure 
question we punk-students threw at him,” said Drew 
Cornaghie ’09.
 Often marking out entire pages of students’ essays, 
Harkins justified himself with the comment “No” or 
“Wrong.” As a testament to his reputation, students never 
asked why or doubted his reasoning. They just knew they 
were wrong.
 Passionate, devoted, and a self-described “academic 
marshmallow,” Harkins has been one of the most 
generous people on campus, never hesitating to impart a 
deluge of knowledge onto an inquiring student.
 “His intellectual honesty, his willingness to put 
the school ahead of any personal gain, his wealth of 
knowledge, his insatiable desire to learn, and his pleasant 
collegiality made him an ideal faculty member, scholar, 
and teacher,” said Headmaster Ellis Haguewood.
 Harkins’ retirement is not a full-time one, however; 
he plans to work part time as the school archivist. 

Emily BaEr
 As the director of College Guidance, Dr. Emily Angel Baer 
has devoted herself to guiding seniors through the complicated but 
important journey of first choosing and then getting accepted into 
the right colleges and universities. Now, her own journey at MUS 
has ended after 11 years.
 A true scholar, Baer came to MUS in 1998 after earning her 
bachelor’s and Ph.D. degrees in English from the University of 
Memphis, as well as an M.A. from the University of Maryland. 
In her early years, she taught American history and English to 
sophomores before becoming the director of College Guidance. 
 Since then, she has performed her duties well. Those duties 
included making phone calls to admissions offices on behalf of 
students, writing countless letters of recommendation, and reading 
college essays.
 “Whenever I gave her a paper to look at, she’d have it done 
that afternoon,” Rhobb Hunter ’09 remembered. 
 Baer was so adept at helping students with their essays that 
she shared her skills with the world by authoring a series of books 
aimed at helping students, Essays That Worked For College, Essays 
That Worked For Law School, and Essays That Worked For Business 
School, and co-authoring Essays That Worked For Medical School.
 When she leaves MUS, Baer intends to use her time well, 
focusing on finishing two books, one about garden clubs in 
Memphis and another about a woman’s experience during the Great 
Depression. She also plans to devote time to her grandchildren.



MUS TODAY      AUGUST 2009      31

Judy hurst
 Judy Hurst, the Upper School secretary, who is better 
known to students as the “Mother of the Upper School,” will 
be retiring this year. Her retirement will mark the end of 22 
years of watching over the Upper School Office. 
 During her many years at MUS, Hurst became well 
known to students for her kindness, although she was never 
hesitant to express discontent for tomfoolery.   
 “I’m sad to see she’s retiring,” said Matthew Preston ’09. 
 “She’s one of the more iconic people at MUS,” said 
Johnny Carson ’09. “I’ve always secretly believed that she 
actually runs the school – that she’s the brains behind the 
whole operation.” 
 Hurst, who said she plans to spend her time enjoying 
her garden and five grandchildren, will be greatly missed by 
everyone.  
 Upper School Principal Barry Ray put it best when he 
said: “We will not be able to replace Mrs. Hurst because no 
one could replace her. Next year will come, and we will miss 
her greatly, but she will always remain a part of MUS.”

 Writer’s Note: I first met Mrs. Judy Hurst in 1998. My 
parents were having a meeting concerning my older brother with 
someone in the Upper School, and I tagged along. A short, chubby 
juvenile, I immediately took a liking to her and her offerings of 
chocolate. I then climbed up on the couch in front of her desk 
where I fell asleep. Now in 2009, Mrs. Hurst is very much the 
same person I remember ten years ago.

Joan ryan
 After nearly 30 years of dedicated service, Joan Ryan 
will be retiring at the end of this school year. 
 Currently serving as the financial secretary, Ryan has 
handed out paychecks, managed all of MUS’s bank accounts, 
and made sure everyone understood their benefits.
 She started working at MUS in 1978 running the 
bookstore three days a week. A year later, she became the 
Lower School secretary where she enjoyed befriending the 
seventh- and eighth-grade students, a group certain to be 
full of surprises. 
 In 1986, Ryan applied for her current position. An 
alumna of the University of Minnesota, she trained herself 
to manage the books. 
 Director of Business Operations Rankin Fowlkes 
praised Ryan for her “high level of professionalism, discretion 
and loyalty” and called her an “exception” to the saying 
that no one is indispensable. 
 With no big plans in the works, Ryan affirms that 
she will miss her day-to-day conversations with teachers, 
conversations which she says have greatly improved her 
vocabulary. Ryan will certainly be missed by the 
MUS community. 

A reception for the four retirees was held at the Crescent Club on May 3, 2009. 
Pictured opposite page, starting left, are John Harkins and his wife, Georgia; 
Emily Baer (in green) with three grandchildren in front – Dylan Riggs, Nathan Baer, 
Caleb Riggs, (back row) husband Dennis, daughter Hilary Baer, grandson Ezra 
Baer, son Josh Baer, and his wife, Cara; this page, Joan Ryan surrounded by family 
– Renea and Shawn Ryan, Billy Ryan, and Theresa Fairchild; and Judy Hurst flanked 
by daughter Brette, son Hal, and husband Bill.
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spent learning – by passing on to me a love of learning 
that finds all sorts of creative ways of expressing itself,” 
she said.
 When it comes to teaching, Crosby tells her students 
on the first day of school that she wants them to become 
better writers and better readers than when they walked 
into her classroom. 
 “My job is to meet them where they are in ability as 
sophomores, for example, and move them along – both 
aggressively and gently – to the next appropriate level of 
competence,” Crosby said. “There’s nothing I’d rather hear 
from a student than the words, ‘I really liked that book!’”
 The Distinguished Teaching Award, established 
in 1990 by former teacher and Lower School Principal 
John Murry Springfield, honors a member of the faculty 
who has expertise in his or her field, contributes to the 
overall goals of the school, goes above and beyond what 
is expected to help students, communicates well with 
students and peers, has an impact on students’ lives 
and on other teachers, makes a subject interesting while 
setting and maintaining standards of excellence, and 
pursues professional growth. A committee made up of the 
headmaster, principals of the Lower School and the Upper 
School, academic dean, and one board member selects the 
annual recipient.

Jean Saunders (center) received congratulations 
from husband Andy and son Jonathan.

 Jean SaunderS does not wait to be asked, but 
has a sixth sense about what needs to be done. For her 
ten years of unselfish service and dedication, she received 
the 2009 Jean Barbee Hale Award for Outstanding Service 
at the end of year luncheon for faculty and staff.
 “She never seeks the limelight and is always the first 
to arrive and the last to leave the office,” said Headmaster 
Ellis Haguewood in presenting the award. “Her gentle 
demeanor and grace in helping everyone makes her an 
indispensable part of the staff.”
 Saunders joined the Development Office in 2004 after 
coming to MUS in 1999 as the assistant to the Athletic 
Department. She also served a brief stint as the Lower 
School assistant in 2003.

Two Ladies Take 
Top Awards for 2009
 At one time, elizabeth CroSby considered 
becoming a journalist, a lawyer, and even a priest. But 
her passion for teaching was too strong to ignore, so she 
followed a different path, one that 
eventually led her to Memphis 
University School.
 During her 12 years at MUS, 
Crosby has made an impact on 
her students inside and out of 
the classroom. For her efforts, 
Crosby recently was honored with 
the 2009 Distinguished Teaching 
Award.
 “Elizabeth is the perfect choice for the Distinguished 
Teaching Award,” said Academic Dean Rick Broer. “During 
her time here, she has proven herself to be a teacher 
who cares deeply about her students and goes above and 
beyond what is expected.”
 English Department Chairman Jim Russell, who in 
1990 was the first winner of the award, said Crosby is a 
valuable asset to the school.
 “Elizabeth embodies fascination with reading, and she 
succeeds in inspiring others to enjoy reading all kinds of 
books to the point that they often end up savoring liter-
ature,” Russell said. “She opens doors for our young men 
to countless worlds of imaginative creativity. Her brilliant 
designs of MUS in Europe courses have become legendary. 
She is a joy to learn from, a delight to talk with, and a very 
intelligent leader.”
 Headmaster Ellis Haguewood, a past recipient of the 
award, said Crosby is not only an excellent teacher, but 
also an excellent faculty member. He pointed out the many 
contributions Crosby makes to the school.
 “She always finds creative and effective ways to 
support the mission of MUS,” he said. “She’s heavily 
involved outside the classroom with her students – advising 
the Mock Trial team, promoting reading in her book club, 
revising the summer-reading lists, serving on the admis-
sions committee, chaperoning dances – and whatever 
she does, she does extremely well. Her students and her 
colleagues love and respect her.”  
 Crosby received her B.A. with Distinction in English 
from the University of Virginia, where she minored in 
history. She later earned her master’s degree in English, 
also from UVA. Crosby first came to MUS in 1995 and 
taught for two years, returning in 1999. Since then, she 
has won both the Hale Fellowship for Faculty Development 
and the John M. Nail Outstanding Teaching Award.
 Thinking back, Crosby credits her parents with her 
career choice.
 “My mother and father inspired me to go into teaching 
by being role models to me of the beauty of whole lives 
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Senior Class 
Taps Askew 
for Nail Award
 Graduation is a time when the 
faculty traditionally recognizes MUS 
seniors for their many accomplish-
ments, but it is also a time to recognize 
a teacher who played a significant role in 
those students’ successes and who made 
a lasting impact on their lives. 
 This year, members of the Class of 2009 recognized 
lin aSkew, as the recipient of the John M. Nail 
Outstanding Teaching Award. The award is given each 
year to a teacher who embodies the qualities of John M. 
Nail, one of MUS’s most admired and respected educators.
 Askew, who was honored for his “unfailing and 
dedicated service,” came to MUS in 1979 after receiving 
his B.A. and M.A. in English from The University of 
Memphis and serving as the public and professional 
education director at the American Cancer Society. Since 
that time, Askew has taught a variety of English courses, 
including Southern Renaissance Literature, American 
Literature, and Literature and War.
 Askew also has coached football, eighth- and ninth-
grade basketball, and varsity golf at one time or another. 
He even took on the position of director of Admissions 
for nine years. Perhaps one of Askew’s most notable 
accomplishments has been his contribution to the MUS in 
Europe program, having led student trips to Cambridge, 
London, Paris, the battlefields of northern France, and 
Dublin, Sligo, and Galway in Ireland. These trips provide 
a unique opportunity for students to experience literature 
where it originated and to make lifetime memories.

 Lowell Hays ’09, who served on the committee 
that chose nominees and the winner, spoke to Askew’s 
commitment to students.
 “Mr. Askew has the ability to demand respect from 
his students immediately, and he acquires his students’ 
respect as a peer, a fellow scholar, and an academic,” 
Hays said. “It is his humble relationship with the students 
that allows him to connect with them so deeply and to 
inspire their studies. As a homeroom teacher, Mr. Askew 
served our class every Friday morning as he brought 
breakfast for the entire homeroom. He has the ability to 
inspire students in a way that galvanizes his students to 
learn in order not to let him down.” 
 Askew expressed appreciation for the award and 
commended seniors for their accomplishments. 
 “Receiving the award from this class is a special 
honor,” he said. “They are extraordinary young men as 
their accomplishments attest. The Class of 2009 ranks 

 “I was thrilled that Jean received the award,” said 
Perry Dement, director of Advancement. “She embodies 
the traits that define the Jean Barbee Hale Award: loyalty, 
responsibility, dedication, and commitment to excellence 
in service to the school.”
 Saunders has a B.A. in English from Harding 
University and has taken graduate courses at Harding 
Graduate School of Religion. She and her husband of 
41 years, Andy Saunders, have a son, Jonathan, who 
works in IT at MUS, and two grandchildren, Aidan, age 
6, and Jordan, age 5. Her husband has been a teacher at 
MUS for 37 years.
 Ben Hale endowed the annual award in honor of his 
wife, Jean Hale, upon her retirement in 1998. She was 
a valued member of the staff for 24 years. The award 
recognizes staff members who exhibit the characteristics 
that distinguished Mrs. Hale during her career. The Hales 
had three sons attend MUS: Scott ’78, Dennis ’80, and 
Steve ’84.

with the top two or three classes I’ve known in my 30 
years at MUS. Their respect for their teachers, their 
love for one another, and their dedication to the school 
embody the virtues MUS seeks to instill in students. I am 
flattered and humbled by their conferring the Nail Award 
and thank them for the joy of teaching them over the last 
four years. Watching them mature into responsible adults 
is the greatest reward for any teacher.” 
 Askew was awarded the school’s Distinguished 
Teaching Award and was recognized for his 25 years 
of service to the school in 2004. He is married to fellow 
English instructor Sally Askew and is the father of two 
MUS alumni, Will ’97 and Charles ’05. 
 The John M. Nail Outstanding Teaching Award was 
established in 1988 to honor the memory of Nail, who 
taught English and history at MUS in the late 1950s. 
The award recognizes the recipient’s love of learning 
and sincere interest in the welfare of his or her students 
and includes a school medal, a plaque, and a personal 
stipend. In addition, the award includes funds for profes-
sional development and the enhancement of departmental 
resources.  

The Askews: Will, Sally, Lin, Lin’s mother, Anne, and Charles
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The MUS Music Man
      John hiltonSmith has 
taught music at MUS for a quarter of 
a century; however, a single event at 
Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris in 2005 
stands alone as a special moment. 
 “In that particular performance, we 
had 20-plus teenage boys who had, 
for the first time as an ensemble, 
connected emotionally and spiritually 

with the music,” Hiltonsmith said. “Many of the singers were 
reduced to tears. It was the single most memorable event of 
my entire musical career.”
 Memories of that performance by the a capella musical 
ensemble, Beg To Differ, have also remained with the singers. 
Charles Askew ’05 performed that day and remembers it well.
 “Looking up at the Rose window, we must have all felt 
something like the presence of God,” Askew said. “I’ll be 
forever thankful to Mr. Hiltonsmith for that day.”
 Since joining the faculty in 1984, Hiltonsmith has taken 
music and recording arts at MUS to new heights. He quickly 
saw that the traditional choir concept would not work at MUS, 
and, with the support of the administration, he created Beg To 
Differ in 1991. Since then, they’ve won more than 20 awards 
at national festivals, released three of their own CDs, and are 
currently working on a fourth. It is also the only high school 
choir that is trademarked. 
 Hiltonsmith, who has served as the acting Fine Arts 
Department chairman for his entire tenure at MUS and who 
won the Distinguished Teaching Award in 2003, also created 
the Recording Arts Program and corresponding curriculum. 
 “The students who go into instrumental music from 
here do so in commercial music either as session musicians, 
producers, engineers, or by building their own studios,” 
Hiltonsmith said. “I realized that we had to take what the 
students were doing musically, in terms of commercial music, 
to a higher level.”
 That meant building the Bloodworth Studio, a state-of-
the-art digital studio. Hiltonsmith said he has always enjoyed 
the full support of the administration.
 “When I came up with the idea of the Recording Arts 
Program and building a studio to facilitate it, it was met with 
enthusiasm,” Hiltonsmith said. “Our administration believed 
in the studio so much that they started construction before 
they found the financial support for it.”
 Currently, Hiltonsmith teaches recording engineering, Beg 
To Differ, and Music Theory, and he also runs the Bloodworth 
Studio, where alumni, the MUS Recording Arts Ensemble, and 
Beg To Differ practice and record. All these things still excite 
him after 25 years.
 “One of the things that makes working at MUS ideal is 
that the school and, specifically, Mr. Haguewood have always 
enthusiastically supported letting the teachers do what they 
are jazzed about doing because he believes that the students 
will, in turn, be jazzed about it, too,” he said. 

On a Quest
      eddie batey has 
logged many miles since he 
started teaching at MUS and 
running several times a week 
through the campus and its 
surrounding neighborhoods. 
      Batey has reached a 
different type of mile marker 
in his teaching career at MUS. 
He recently completed his 25th year on the faculty.
 Batey, who came to MUS in 1982, said he still 
gets choked up when he recalls his first experience on 
campus as a faculty member. Before school started, he 
and Coach Jerry Peters were talking in Peters’ office 
when a student walked in, and Peters, without a hint 
of hesitation, handed over his entire key ring. The 
student returned the keys several minutes later, much 
to Batey’s amazement.
 “It conveyed so much about the culture of trust 
and responsibility that now it is what comes to mind 
when I think about MUS,” Batey said. “It was one of 
those wow moments. I thought, ‘what a great place.’”  
 Batey, a Rhodes College graduate, earned 
his master’s in counseling from the University of 
Memphis while teaching science at MUS full time and 
coaching three sports. Upon receiving his master’s, he 
added teaching psychology to Upper School students 
to his course load, and, in the mid-eighties, he was 
promoted to director of counseling. In 1989, he won 
the John M. Nail Outstanding Teaching Award. 
 Currently, he works alongside Lower School 
Principal Clay Smythe ’85 and Judd Peters ’81 to 
run the Memphis Leaders Program, a comprehensive 
leadership development program started two years 
ago that seeks to develop MUS students into genuine 
servant leaders. Batey is the director of Memphis 
Leaders and plays a significant role in its current and 
future programming. 
 Former student Jason Dunn ’95 recalled a time 
when Batey brought a bus filled with MUS students 
to help mentor students and build a playground in 
a south Memphis neighborhood. He said Batey is 
the perfect person to teach students leadership 
because Batey is a true leader who always goes 
above and beyond.
 “He has so much passion for his students, MUS, 
and the Memphis community that he cannot help but 
go out and get involved,” Dunn said. “That’s just 
who Eddie is. He brings that passion to everything 
he does, including teaching his students to become 
future leaders.” 
 Batey and his wife, Honour, have a son, 
Xander ’09, who will start his freshman year at 
Lyon College in Batesville, AR, this fall.

by 
Kimberly Eller25Years of service
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Remember When

Be Bold, Be the Best
The following is from a speech Sam Graham ’80 gave in chapel on January 16, 2009, to all MUS students. 

and he was one of the very best at what he did. He made a 
meaningful difference in the lives of others.  I, along with a host 
of other MUS students, have never forgotten that important 
legacy he left to us.

Fifteen years ago, I was given an opportunity to join a 
friend and business partner in the creation of a new business, 
a trust company which we started just across the street in 
the Crescent Center building. With the assistance of a select 
handful of wise advisers, our company was started from scratch. 

       Today our company, Diversified Trust, 
has offices in Atlanta, Nashville, and 
Memphis with a staff of 45 professionals 
and clients in more than 25 states and 
parts of Europe.

Unlike my experience hearing 
Smith in the 1970s, Diversified Trust is 
a privately owned company, so I do not 
have a hot investment tip for you in that 
regard. But it is important to say that we 
did not start Diversified Trust because 
we thought it would make us rich; we 
started it because we truly felt like we 
could be the best at what we set out 
to do, and we believed we could really 
make a difference in our clients’ lives and 
their descendants after them. While we 
are still striving to get better every day, I 
am pleased to tell you that we have been 
privileged to enjoy a modest degree of 
success thus far.

So I will close by simply saying: 
Don’t go through the motions while you 
are here. That would be a waste of your 
time and everyone else’s time, too. Set 
out to make a difference in someone 
else’s life. Find that something where you 
excel and then be bold and go after it.  

I want to share one story from my days at MUS, which had 
an important impact on me that I did not realize until I was 
long gone from this place.

At a chapel program while I was a student, a man in 
his mid-30s came to give us our Friday morning talk. He had 
graduated from MUS about 15 years earlier. He talked about a 
company he had started in Memphis after college. His company 
had found an area in business that was very inefficient, and 
he was going to concentrate on that one area and be the best 
in the world at helping every business in 
America get better service in that particular 
area. His idea seemed unrealistic, but his 
passion and his conviction were contagious. 

I asked my parents about this man’s 
new business and recommended we 
buy some stock in this new Memphis 
company. Unfortunately, that did not 
happen. That day’s chapel speaker was MUS 
alumnus Fred Smith ’62, and his company 
is known today as FedEx. 

Despite the missed investment oppor-
tunity, it was not until years later that I 
appreciated what Smith told us that day 
in chapel: Look for opportunities to make 
a difference in other people’s lives, carve 
out a niche to do it, and seek to be the best 
in your chosen area. I have adopted this 
objective and have sought to devote my 
time, energy, and financial resources 
accordingly.

Another story involved one of the 
school’s most beloved English teachers, 
Mr. Bill Hatchett. I was in Mr. Hatchett’s 
English class as he was reading a passage 
from The Grapes of Wrath and telling us 
about the Texas and Oklahoma Dust Bowl 
of the 1930s. During this class, the school 
office made an announcement over the PA 
system that was addressed directly to Mr. 
Hatchett. I believe it was Ms. Mary Nell 
Easum who simply said: “Mr. Hatchett, your 
wife told me to tell you it was confirmed. 
Something about ‘pay dirt.’ She wanted me 
to tell you right away.”  

Mr. Hatchett stood still and then looked 
to the ceiling and said “Hot damn.” Then he 
danced a jig all around the room and told 
us that he had struck oil on a property he 
had inherited from a relative in Texas. The 
most important part of this story is what 
happened afterward. Mr. Hatchett remained 
a beloved teacher at MUS for many more 
years until he retired. He did not cash in 
his chips and go away. He loved teaching, 

    SAMUEL GRAHAM and his three 
brothers, Mark ’75, Stephen ’75, 
and Joseph ’87, all graduated from 
MUS between 1975 and 1987. He 
is married to the former Margaret 
Stone (St. Mary’s Class of 1980) 
and is the father of Nelson ’08 
and Garrott ’12.
    Graham serves as president 
and chief operating officer of 
Diversified Trust Company, which 
has offices in Atlanta, Memphis, and 
Nashville. He received a Bachelor 
of Science degree in Finance from 
the University of Tennessee and a 
Master of Business Administration 
from the University of Memphis. 
He also graduated with honors 
from the ABA Graduate Trust School 
at Northwestern University. 
    He currently serves as president 
of the Estate Planning Council of 
Memphis. In addition, Graham is 
a charter member of the regional 
board of Teach For America in 
Memphis and serves on the Board 
of Trustees of Memphis University 
School and Covenant Theological 
Seminary in St. Louis. He has 
also served as a ruling elder at 
Independent Presbyterian Church 
in Memphis for the past ten years.

From the 1980 yearbook, Sam Graham 
uses hand signals to capture the attention 
of Bruce Gordon and Curtis Cowan at a 
community service event.
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C O V E R S
by Lauren Oxner

Katherine Broer Parr
When MUS Assistant 

Director of College Counseling 
Katherine Broer Parr was 
in the eighth grade, she 
began a photography history 
project with her father, MUS 
Academic Dean Rick Broer. 
Little did she know that she 
would revisit this project 13 
years later and gain citywide 
recognition for uncovering 

pieces of Collierville history she would self-publish as the 
book, Glimpses of the Past: Bessie Dean Parr’s Photographs of 
Turn of the Century Collierville, TN.

 The story begins in 1982, when Broer’s dentist, Dr. 
William Dean Parr, gave him a box of glass plate negatives of 
photographs his mother, Bessie Dean Parr, had taken many 
years before. Most are turn-of-the-century Collierville photos. 

“One day [Dr. Parr] said to me, ‘I think you’re interested 
in photography. I have something you might like to look 
at,’” Broer recalled. “There was an old barn or shed across the 
street from his house, and all these glass plates were stored in 
wooden shotgun shell boxes. They had been exposed to the 
elements. He didn’t know what to do with them and, frankly, 
I didn’t either.” 

But Broer decided to take a crack at the project. He and 
his daughter began developing some of the negatives for Parr’s 
eighth-grade history project, but the process proved to be time 
consuming, and they developed only a few of the photos.

In early 2007, when Parr was teaching in Atlanta, she felt 
that she needed a break.

“I decided to move back to Memphis, take a break, and 
just work on those photos for a while,” she said. “Thanks to 
the advances in technology since my first experience with 
them, I was able to use Photoshop to print out quality photos.”

Although Parr did not expect the project to gain citywide 
recognition, she is glad so many people have been able to see 
these pieces of Tennessee history.

“I was fortunate enough to have the photos displayed 
with the exhibition ‘Three Stars of Tennessee’ at the Carnegie 
Center for the Arts and History in Jackson, TN, in November. 
That’s when they really started to get publicity. Now, Square 
Beans has a few of the photos on their back wall and they have 
copies of the book.”

But the story doesn’t end there. Parr, who recently 
married Dr. Parr’s grandson, Hampton Parr, lives in the 
1878 cottage Bessie Dean Parr once called home. No doubt 
Parr’s history project has helped to write a new chapter in her 
own life.

Craig Walzer ’99
Craig Walzer’s trip to 

Egypt and the Sudan in 2006 
opened his eyes. Only several 
years removed from his days 
at MUS, Walzer had never 
fully realized the unthinkable 
conditions for many people 
throughout the world. 

“When I was at MUS, 
I lived a blessed and easy, 
suburban life,” he said. “I was 

never exposed to the horrors with which many people across 
the world live every day. I also didn’t do as much helping out 
in my community as I should have, so the suffering I saw in 
the Sudan was completely shocking.”

After graduating from Brown University, Walzer went to 
Harvard Law School. In the summer of 2006, he worked in 
legal clinics and development offices in Cairo and Khartoum, 
Sudan, a country with a current population consisting heavily 
of displaced former slaves and migrants. Because of rampant 
violence and civil wars, the people with whom Walzer lived 
for several months shared unbelievable stories of their struggle 
to survive in such a violent country. 

Upon his return to Boston, Walzer met best-selling 
author Dave Eggers, owner of San Francisco publishing house 
McSweeney’s, producer of a series of books addressing human 
rights issues throughout the world. When Eggers learned of 
Walzer’s experiences in the Sudan, he asked him if he would 
like to team up and produce another chapter in the series.

The book, Out of Exile, which Walzer edited, provides 
a first-person narrative account of the lives of 17 displaced 
people Walzer encountered in the Sudan. 

“Basically, my job was traveling around the Sudan with 
a tape recorder,” he explained. “I knew some contacts with 
interesting and moving stories from my previous trip there, 
so I shaped their stories into a type of autobiography for 
the book.”

The problem hits home with Walzer, who feels that too 
little attention goes towards addressing the displaced Sudanese.

“It’s a pretty overlooked phenomenon,” Walzer said. 
“The Sudan has the largest number of displaced migrants in 
the world, in the range of several million. It’s really a uniquely 
modern conundrum, and we don’t spend enough time 
listening to these people or trying to end their situation.”

Out of Exile can be found online at: 
http://store.mcsweeneys.net/.



           With a Good Book

Several English teachers have compiled a list of 
the books that they feel would be great reading 
material. From legal drama to non-fiction, this 
list is sure to be a winner.

Elizabeth Crosby recommends:
The Road by Cormac McCarthy 
The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien 
The Known World by Edward P. Jones 
The Sirens of Titan by Kurt Vonnegut 
A Walk in the Woods by Bill Bryson 
Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer 

Shimmer by Eric Barnes  

Jim Russell recommends:
World Without End by Ken Follett 
The Associate by John Grisham 
Power of Art by Simon Schama

Terry Shelton recommends:
Farewell, My Lovely by Raymond Chandler 
The Hamlet by William Faulkner 

Class by Paul Fussell 

Lucky Jim by Kingsley Amis 

Collected Poems by Philip Larkin

Spencer Reese recommends:
American Gods by Neil Gaiman

Anansi Boys by Neil Gaiman

The Color of Magic by Terry Pratchett

Life of Pi by Yann Martel

The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien

The Lovely Bones by Alice Sebold

The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini

A Long Way Home by Ishmael Beah

The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri

The God of Small Things by Arundhati Roy

Still Life with Woodpecker by Tom Robbins

Another Roadside Attraction by Tom Robbins

Jonathan Strange and Mr. Norrell by Susanna Clarke

Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince by J.K. Rowling

The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver

Ryan Sellers
Some may view Roman 

Emperor Nero as a lunatic of 
epic proportions, but MUS 
Latin Teacher Ryan Sellers 
thinks the ruler’s life will 
be a useful resource in the 
classroom. To prove his point, 
Sellers has written an inter-
mediate level Latin textbook 
based on episodes from 
Nero’s life.

Sellers’ interest in Nero arose from his experience with 
a study program in Rome in the summer of 2004, where he 
conducted research on Nero’s famous palace, Domus Aurea.

“In the course of my research, I came across a quotation 
from Edward Champlin, a noted Nero scholar,” Sellers 
recalled. “It read: ‘The pages of Tacitus, Dio, and Suetonius 
drip with the blood of Nero’s victims. Horror mounts on 
horror. But what if we were to accept the writers’ facts and 
reject their explanations – what if we were to adopt Nero’s 
version of events?”

According to Sellers, the problem is we don’t have Nero’s 
version of events because Nero didn’t live long enough to 
record it. 

“Therefore, I tried to imagine what Nero would have 
said, and that’s how the book developed,” Sellers explained.

Also capturing Sellers’ interest was Nero’s decision to 
construct the palace in the first place.

“Nero built it over the ashes from a fire that had recently 
wiped out two thirds of the city in 64 A.D.,” Sellers said. “So 
I began to wonder how he could have explained such extrava-
gance in the wake of such tragedy.”

De Viro Mirabili: The Autobiography of the Emperor Nero, 
which is intended to review grammar concepts, reinforce basic 
vocabulary, and develop the sight-reading skills of students, 
assumes an interesting angle. Told from an autobiographical 
perspective, all episodes are related from the viewpoint of 
Nero himself. 

Sellers said he believes his book is different than many 
other Latin textbooks used in classrooms today.

“Most teachers write Nero off as a lunatic, but I think 
using his life as a springboard for Latin scholarship could be 
very helpful and interesting to students,” he said. “He was 
a savvy politician and master propagandist, tools he used to 
spin the facts in his own favor. Caesar and Augustus were 
also talented propagandists, but their works are so carefully 
sanitized that they often put students to sleep.” 

The book is available at http://www.aclclassics.org/
TMRC/ (The American Classical League Teaching Materials 
and Resource Center).
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Stay informed...
Be sure to give us 
your current e-mail 
address so you don’t 
miss any e-invitations 
or updates on events. 
Just go to our Web site 
at www.musowls.org 
and click on 
this symbol 
at the 
bottom 
of the page.
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news CLASSCLASS
news

’59
 Henry Turley has been recognized by 
the University of Memphis Alumni Associa-
tion as a 2009 Distinguished Friend of the 
University.

’60
 After his commodity fund was up 
significantly in 2008, John Bondurant has 
been touting the wonders of dark cocoa 
for health reasons. Maybe it accounted for 
his commodity gains. He also claims that 
dark cocoa may be responsible for irrational 
impulses, such as tearing down his house 
and building a new one in its place. By the 
time you read this, he and his wife, Lucille, 

should be settled in with a new rose garden 
in full bloom.
 On the same day when Bermuda sod 
was placed on the courthouse lawn as part 
of a town square renovation project in 
which Kathy and Scott Ledbetter have 
been involved, they held their first annual 
Angus breeder auction. The catalog called it 
a “Female Production Sale.” Those attending 
were well fed and entertained. When the bid-
ding began at 12:00 p.m. on April 27, 2009, 
for about 80 cows, bidders from all over the 
country filled the stands in the Ledbetter’s 
newly-finished, state-of-the-art auction 
barn. Those less interested in the cows were 
fascinated by the exhibit on the wall of the 
barn of Scott’s newly acquired, old toys – 
a world class collection of carpenter tools 
from 1700 to 1900. Scott and Kathy are 
already planning for next year’s auction.

’58 CLASS REp NEEDED ......contact claire.farmer@musowls.org
’59 Goodloe Early ..........................................gearly2@aol.com
’60 Met Crump .............................. metcrump@crumpfirm.com
 Alex Wellford .................................. wellford@comcast.net
’61 Scott May ...........................................sfmay@bellsouth.net
’62 Jerry Bradfield .................................... jbradfi293@aol.com
’63 Doug Ferris ....................................dferris@ffcfuelcells.com
’64 Bill Quinlen .......................................... wlq1975@aol.com
’65 Rick Miller .......................................... rmiller634@aol.com
’66 Chuck Smith .................................... duckhead50@aol.com
’67 John pettey ...................... john.pettey@morgankeegan.com
’68 Bill Ferguson ................................................901-278-6868
’69 Scott Wellford ...................................swellford@orgill.com
’70 Warren Ayres ................................. wwayres@bellsouth.net
’71 phil Wiygul .................................. philwiygul@earthlink.net
’72 Denby Brandon ........ denbybrandon@brandonplanning.com
’73 Cecil Humphreys ...................... chumphreys@glankler.com
 Wise Jones ....................................wise.jones@regions.com
’74 Mark Ruleman ..............mark.ruleman@raymondjames.com
’75 Lee Marshall .................. lee.marshall@jordancompany.com
’76 Lane Carrick  ............................lane@sovereignwealth.com
’77 Bruce Moore .............................. jmoore1977@comcast.net
’78 Joe Morrison ............................ joe.m.morrison@gmail.com
’79 Fleet Abston ..................................... fnabston@comcast.net
’80 George Skouteris ............................. skouterislaw@aol.com
’81 Rob Hussey .....................................rjhussey3@comcast.net
’82 John Dunavant ..................... john.dunavant@dunavant.com
’83 Jim Burnett ....................... jim.burnett@morgankeegan.com
’84 Bob McEwan ............... robert.mcewan@morgankeegan.com
’85 John Apperson ............................... japperson@centllc.com
 Craig Witt .....................................craighwitt@hotmail.com
’86 Andy McArtor .......................................andy@mcartor.com
 Gavin Murrey ................gavin.murrey@morgankeegan.com
’87 Jonny Ballinger ...................... jonnyballinger@hotmail.com
 Bo Brooksbank .........................boandalanna@bellsouth.net
’88 Fred Schaeffer ......................fschaeffer@memphis.nefn.com
’89 Scott Sherman ...................scott.sherman@ftnfinancial.com

’90 philip Wunderlich ...................... pwunder@wundernet.com
’91 Darrell Cobbins ............. darrell@universalcommercial.com
 Brett Grinder ............................bgrinder@grindertaber.com
’92 Brandon Westbrook ........... brandon.westbrook@gmail.com
’93 Thomas Quinlen.................................quinletc@yahoo.com
 Gil Uhlhorn .................................guhlhorn@bassberry.com
’94 Kirby May ...................................... kirbymay@hotmail.com
 Jason Whitmore ...................... avalanchez66@hotmail.com
’95 Gideon Scoggin .................. glscoggin@banktennessee.com
 Will Thompson ......................... wthompson@nfcinvest.com
’96 Nelson Cannon .......................nelsoncannon@hotmail.com
 Robert Dow .......................................mail@robertdow.com
’97 Trey Jones ........................... trey.jones@idcommodities.com
’98 Erick Clifford .....................................eclifford@harbert.net
 Don Drinkard ............................... don.drinkard@cbre.com
’99 Chip Campbell ..........................chipcampbell3@gmail.com
 Norfleet Thompson
’00 Michael Liverance ................ liverance.michael@gmail.com
 Ryan Miller ..................................ryan@gullanecapital.com
’01 Daniel McDonell  ........................... dmcdonell@gmail.com
 Battle Williford ........BWilliford@TheMetropolitanBank.com
’02 Frank Langston .................................. flangston@gmail.com
 Will Saxton ........................................... wsaxton@uark.edu
’03 Jamie Drinan ...............................james.drinan@gmail.com
 Randall Holcomb
’04 John Collier ........................................ jcollier@collier.com
 Elliot Embry ...................................elliotembry@gmail.com
’05 Kane Alber ......................................... kralber@olemiss.edu
 Sam Sawyer .................................. shsawyer@mail.smu.edu
’06 Sam Coates  ........................................... spc1430@aol.com
 Chad Hazlehurst ....................................chazlehu@utk.edu
’07 West Askew ................................... west.askew@gmail.com
 Blake Cowan ...........................................jcowan1@utk.edu
’08 Michael Cross .................... michael.s.cross@vanderbilt.edu
 Connell Hall ..................................wcchall@email.unc.edu
’09 Rhobb Hunter ............................................ (901) 730-0404
 Jim Moore ................................................. (901) 452-1071

Send news to your class representative listed below or to Claire Farmer at claire.farmer@musowls.org



news CLASS

Class of ’59 Celebrates 
50th Reunion

’61
 This spring, John Bell, Hammond 
Cole, Scott May, and Henry Morgan have 
been busy filling their freezers with Eastern 
wild turkeys.
 John Bell is keeping busy operating 
his own D-6 Cat and constructing ponds 
on his farm near Sardis to help his wife, 
Tammy, train their Labradors.
 Jeb Blount and his son have restored 
an architecturally significant home in 
Collierville and have moved their law offices 
to the building.
 Linda and Scott May attended the 
baptism of their third granddaughter, 
Wesley Kirby May, born January 16, 2009. 
They then attended the hooding of son 
Walter May, who received his doctorate 
in higher education administration from 
Georgia State. Walter is the assistant dean 
of students at Reinhardt College, which is 
north of Atlanta.

’62
 Gene Dattel has completed another 
book, Cotton and Race in the Making 
of America, 1787 to 1930, which was 
published in July. Cotton exploded in 
importance in the 1830s, with an influence 
on the world comparable to oil today. The 
book deals with all of America, not just the 
South or the Delta. Should be interesting 
reading.
 Fred Smith was listed in Forbe’s 
magazine’s list of the world’s billionaires.

’63
 Rusty Bloodworth has been inducted 
into the Commercial Hall of Fame, having 
worked in real estate for more than 40 
years.

’66
 Some of you may have seen the PDS 
alumni newsletter and a story from their class 
of ’60 about two classmates, Eric Dierks and 
Mark Kaminski. We have no record of these 
guys – can anyone help? 
 Another name from the past, Richard 
Montgomery (or as we used to know him, 
Richie) moved in the eighth grade to Sikeston, 
MO, where he now resides with his wife of 
30-plus years, Christi. They have three grown 
kids and encourage anyone traveling north 
bound on I-55 to stop by and say hello. Rich-
ard reports an interesting golf match recently. 
He was paired with pro Dave Duval in the 
AT&T pro-am at Pebble Beach. Richard 
must have been a bit nervous, as the tandem 
failed to appear anywhere on the leader board. 
Thanks to Chuck Smith, Richard has joined 
the ranks of the Class of ’66. When Chuck 
contacted him, Richard said he would be 
extremely pleased to be on the roll. He has a 
very successful company called Americare that 
is in the assisted living industry.

Nineteen out of 22 from the Class of 1959 
came together on the weekend of May 1 for 
their 50th class reunion and never slowed 
down. It all started with a meet-and-greet 
on Thursday night at Grove Grill as out-of-
town members arrived: Turner Askew 
from Whitefish, MT; Lanny Butler from 
Washington, DC; Fowler Cooper from 
Boone, NC; Howard Ellis from Richmond, 
VA; Frank Smith from Bowling Green, KY; 
and T.L. Stebbins from Wellesley Hills, MA. 
Locals in attendance were Don Austin, 
Ted Bailey, Bill Deupree, Goodloe 
Early, Tommy Keesee, John Lawo, Allen 
Malone, Bryan Nearn, Fritz Schas, Bill 
Simmons, Bill Taylor, Henry Turley, 
and Tom Waring. On Friday, the school 
hosted an Honorary Luncheon for the class 
and gave tours of the campus. By Friday 
night, the gang was enjoying themselves at 
Deupree’s house at Horseshoe Lake. Saturday 
they headed Downtown to Turley’s for 
brunch and concluded the night at Keesee’s 
house for dinner. See more reunion pictures 
at www.musowls.org/PhotoGallery.

On the MUS campus: (front) Tommy Keesee, Allen Malone, Frank Smith, 
Don Austin, (back) Bryan Nearn, Henry Turley, T.L. Stebbins, Howard Ellis, 

Bill Simmons, and Ted Bailey

Lanny Butler and Bill Deupree 
at dinner on Saturday night
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Allen Malone and T.L. Stebbins browsing 
through yearbooks, newspapers, and other 

literature from the MUS Archives



Candace and Jim Echols ’94, a daughter, 
Juliet Sophia, born February 9, 2009

Blair and Dallas Geer ’95, a son, Dallas 
Kirkpatrick, born March 13, 2009

Sabrina and Joe Hagerman ’95, 
a daughter, Jillian Gray, born 
October 9, 2008  

Clair and Ray patton ’95, a son, 
John Raymond, born March 1, 2009  

Carly and Gideon Scoggin ’95, a son, 
Wilson Lowe, born January 14, 2009

Suzanne and Copley Broer ’96, a son, 
James Copley, born March 23, 2009

Rebecca and Doug King ’96, 
a son, Cooper Chastain, born 
December 26, 2008  

Brooke and Ron Ansley ’97, a son, 
Ronald Hudson, born January 11, 2009

Caroline and Mason Cousins ’99, 
a daughter, Lilly Harper, born 
November 4, 2008

Deaths

John H. Carter ’81
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An Ace in the 
Tennis Hall of Fame

 The first year that Derrick Barton, a Davis Cup winner, arrived 
in Memphis as pro at the University Club, Allen Morgan ’60 came 
every Saturday morning with a group of friends to 
take what some would consider tennis lessons 
and others might term Memphis’ first junior 
development program. 
 Those sessions fostered a life-long interest 
in the game that has culminated in Morgan’s 
induction into the Tennessee Tennis Hall of fame 
in January 2009.
 Growing up, Morgan played many matches at 
Beauregard, later known as John Rodgers, the main 
tennis center in Memphis for many years. In one 
tournament, he played Chuck McKinley from St. 
Louis, who later was the top player in the United 
States and a Wimbledon winner. McKinley beat Morgan 6-1, 6-1, 
and everyone congratulated Morgan for winning two games until 

Marriages

Roy Scott ’75 to Adrienne Lindsey 
on April 2, 2008

Albert Johnson ’92 to Trinh Vu 
on April 18, 2009

John Barton ’95 to Lindsay Keller 
on January 3, 2009

Fletcher Maynard ’97 to Mary 
Elizabeth Hicky on January 17, 2009

Don Drinkard ’98 to Helen Balch 
on February 28, 2009

Josh Winters ’99 to Katie Reid 
on March 7, 2009

Andrew Hooser ’04 to Katie George 
on May 31, 2008

Births

Terri and Edward Bearman ’82, a daughter, 
Emma Joy, born May 18, 2008  

Jeannie and Michael Aronoff ’83, 
a daughter, Olivia Rose, born 
February 2, 2009

SoRhym and Scott Snyder ’83, a daughter, 
Elliana, born September 20, 2008 

Caroline and Chris Crosby ’85, 
a daughter, Kathryn Meador 
(Kate), born October 12, 2008 

Deb Weisshaar and Jonathan 
Ringel ’86, a daughter, Lucy Jessica, 
born March 6, 2009  

Tara and Daniel Biller ’90, a daughter, 
Macie Vivienne, born April 22, 2009

Rhonda and Don Bradford ’90, a son, 
Owen Foust, born March 10, 2009

Katie and Ben Brunt ’90, a son, 
Charles Gibson (Charlie), born 
April 6, 2009  

Mikki and Darrell Cobbins ’91, 
a son, Brooks Harbert, born 
April 13, 2009  

Elisabeth and Whit McCrary ’91, 
a son, William Wightman V (Mac), 
born January 30, 2009

Morgan and Brandon Westbrook ’92, 
a son Brandon Wells, born 
March 29, 2009

Kristen and Tom Wright ’93, 
a daughter, Elizabeth, born 
January 6, 2009

he explained that McKinley felt so sorry for him that he had 
double faulted those games to him.  
       Morgan went off to boarding school to St. Andrew’s in 
Delaware in the ninth grade. He became captain of the tennis 
team his senior year in 1961, when St. Andrew’s won the 
Delaware state championship. Morgan won more matches 

during his four years than anyone in the 
school’s history, but the biggest compliment that 
his coach ever gave him was, “Morgan, you are 
the best bad weather player I ever had.”

        Morgan walked on to the tennis team at the 
University of North Carolina, but broke his wrist 
during his sophomore year, which ended his 
college tennis career. Morgan is philosophical 
about it, saying, “Just as well, since Carolina 
was a top ten team during the 1960s and it was 
doubtful that I could have played at that level.”

        On returning to Memphis, Morgan has 
played in many tournaments over the last 40 

years in all categories and all age levels. He is a determined, 
fierce competitor and loves to win. 
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  “I’ve probably lost as many matches as I won,” Morgan 
said. “What means the most to me are the friends I have made.”
 Tennis thrives on avid participants like Morgan, but his 
contribution to the game and to tennis in Memphis has gone 
so much further. His family and the company he founded have 
made an enormous impact on tennis in Memphis.
 At age 27, Morgan founded Morgan Keegan & Company, 
Inc., and served as its chief executive officer from its beginning 
in 1969 until the end of 2007. As a regional brokerage and 
investment banking firm, it has been a significant factor in the 
growth of Memphis and the rest of the Southeast, with more 
than 300 offices in 19 states, 4,400 employees, and annual 
revenues of more than $1.3 billion. 
 Fifteen years ago, Morgan and his wife, Musette, became 
initial sponsors in what is now called Tennis Memphis. In 
order to provide summer recreation for kids throughout 
the community regardless of ability to pay, his company, at 
Morgan’s request, also became the title sponsor for the largest 
program, the Morgan Keegan Summer Junior Tennis Camps. 
More than 10,000 children have participated in the camps, 
which serve more than 1,000 youths from ages 6 to 14 each 

summer and provide summer employment for 75 high school and 
college players. More than 20 participants have gone on to earn 
college tennis scholarships. 
 Pointing to Morgan’s quiet but continued role as primary 
sponsor, Tennis Memphis Executive Director Stephen Lang said, 
“Allen has been a true champion for youth and the sport of tennis 
in Memphis through his humble generosity.”  
 In 2005, his company, now known as Regions Morgan 
Keegan, became the main sponsor for the Association of Tennis 
Professionals (ATP) tour event in Memphis. Originating as the 
National Indoor Tournament, it is now recognized as the fifth 
highest ranked tournament in the United States. A favorite stop 
for players, it has always been an innovator in providing amenities 
to the players. Its list of winners is just about as impressive as 
the winners of the U.S. Open. Morgan notes that the fact that it 
benefits St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital makes it one of the 
most important sporting events in the country.  

 This is an excerpt from the speech introducing Morgan as 
inductee into the Tennessee Tennis Hall of Fame. The speech is 
reprinted courtesy of Alex Wellford ’60.
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’68
 Peta and Bob Caldwell’s son, William, 
graduated from Texas State in December.  
Bob’s brother, Randall Caldwell ’69, 
retired with dreams of returning to Proctor, 
but woke up the next morning.
 Anne and Bill Ferguson have two new 
grandsons, Caen Alder Klipp from daughter 
Reilly in Livingston, MT, and Benjamin 
Adam Jackson from daughter Ciara in 
Memphis. Bill is serving on the Executive 
Steering Committee for the newly-formed 
Memphis Regional Design Center, which is 
facilitating physical, social, and economic 
improvements for communities in our 
tri-state area.
 Bruce Hopkins has been elected to 
the board of directors of Trezevant Manor, 
is vice chairman of the St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital Finance Committee, and 
currently serves on the ALSAC (fundraising 
arm of St. Jude) CEO search committee. 
Bruce’s youngest son, Grant ’09, who 
played on the MUS varsity tennis team, 
graduated in May and will be playing tennis 
for Sewanee in the fall.
 Wis Laughlin is practicing law in 
his own office in Memphis, focusing on 
contract planning, tax, and estate planning 
law. Just for fun, Wis was one of 12 riders 

in a 200-mile bike ride benefiting Junior 
Achievement. It began on April 29 in Nash-
ville, TN, and ended in Lakeland, TN.
 Leigh and Steve Rhea’s younger 
daughter, Lizzy, graduated from Washing-
ton and Lee University in June with a B.S. 
in geology. Their older daughter, Emily, has 
been serving in overseas missions minis-
tries, including visiting the Ukraine, since 
September and will return in August. Steve’s 
firm, registered investment advisors Summit 
Asset Management, employs two MUS 
alumni – John Laughlin ’92 and Tread 
Thompson ’01 – and one MUS board 
member, Alex Thompson. Summit’s Web 
site is www.summitassetmanagement.com.
 Since starring at the 40th reunion party 
last fall, The Strangers have played several 
gigs and recorded a CD – stranger things 
have happened – that far surpasses the 
memorable acoustics of the Clack Dining 
Hall. The group, Jimbo Robinson, 
Steve Rhea, Cleo Stevenson, Peter Schutt, 
Allen McCool ’77 (replacing Rhea on 
drums), and Terry Wilson, performed for 
their families at a party at Askew Nixon 
Ferguson Architects and rocked the fans 
out of their seats.
 Jessica and Jimbo Robinson’s older 
son, Jay, was hired by Waddell and Reed, 
financial advisors. Their younger son, 
Jesse ’05, has just finished his senior year 
at Ole Miss. While helping her mother 

recuperate following a mild heart attack and 
resulting pacemaker, Jessica somehow has 
found time to work on the Shelby County 
Courthouse Centennial Celebration Plan-
ning Committee. Jimbo is still diligently 
prosecuting miscreants and scofflaws, but 
he can’t wait for The Strangers’ next gig, 
and, he is dreaming up new winning strate-
gies for next year’s MUS Mock Trial team.
 Cleo Stevenson retired from First Ten-
nessee Bank last year after 17 years as chief 
appraiser. He is now a real estate appraisal 
consultant for several financial institutions. 
Cleo and Prudy’s oldest daughter, Eliza-
beth, is pursuing her graduate degree in 
elementary education at Furman University, 
and younger daughter, Mary, is a senior at 
St. Mary’s Episcopal School. Prudy tutors 
at Promise Academy, keeps Cleo out of 
trouble, and finances his musical ambitions.

’69
 Angie and Lawrence Keesee are settled 
in Bozeman, MT. Angie is teaching at Boze-
man State. Lawrence is in the land develop-
ment business, which means he fishes a lot.
 Bruce Minkin will miss the reunion 
because his daughter is getting married that 
day. He took her bridesmaids spelunking 
recently, and they camped out in a cave.
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for a challenge. The opportunity with Luminetx came at 
the perfect time. 
 “Although my position title is chief financial officer, 
I am responsible for much more than that,” he explained. 
“In addition to traditional finance and accounting matters, 
I also have office management, human resources, legal, 
and operations under my wing. There is never a 
dull moment.”
 Ogle said the most rewarding aspect of his job is 
being an agent of positive and productive changes, 

including opening communications among 
employees, empowering them to become 
leaders, removing barriers to their success, and 
implementing cost controls. 

         The company is 
working hard to reach 
its full potential, and 
several new programs 
were put in place the 
last two months to help 

them be more successful: 
sales incentive programs, an expanded 

distribution network for new markets, and 
better financial reporting.
         Reflecting on his days at MUS, Ogle 
said his alma mater was the first to teach 
him to recognize opportunities, to think 
for himself, and to appreciate integrity.

         “With a student-enforced honor system, 
MUS teaches you at an early age to act with 

honesty and respect for others,” he said. 
“And it carries over into your work 

life. In Memphis, it is understood 
that if you went to MUS, you have a 

certain level of character and class 
that you bring to any situation. 
MUS graduates are perceived 

as being solution-oriented 

John Ogle demonstrates the Vein Viewer.

                    by Gaye Swan

 How many times have you had blood 
drawn at a doctor’s office and have had to be 
stuck more than once to find a vein? An amazing medical 
device called Vein Viewer prevents this painful problem.
 Offered by Luminetx Corporation, Vein Viewer 
uses a combination of near-infrared light and patented 
technology that allows healthcare providers to see 
a patient’s veins clearly. John Ogle ’80 is CFO of 
Luminetx and justifiably proud of this device.
 “Time magazine listed it as one of the Most 
Amazing Inventions of 2004,” Ogle said. “In the 
last two years, we have placed more than 600 
units in facilities all over the world.”
 A 1986 graduate of Memphis State 
University, Ogle earned his CPA certificate in 
1990 and his MBA in Finance from the University 
of Memphis in 2003. With 12 years of public 
accounting experience and 10 years of 
finance and accounting in the health care 
industry, Ogle had set the goal of becoming 
more than a “typical numbers-only financial 
professional.” 
 He began at Luminetx in August, 
2008. Eager to use the experience he had 
gained in leading the development of many 
operational areas of a business, he was ready 

Searching in Vein

Photo by Mark Weber/The Commercial Appeal



 Terry Reilly is married to a Brazilian 
woman and spent some time living and 
working in Rio, but has lived mostly in 
the United States, primarily New York 
City. Terry is the writer and director for a 
children’s show with traditional Chinese 
puppets that opened in Hong Kong in 
April. He went to mainland China to 
complete the work in early March. The 
hope is to set up tours for the summertime 
in China and Asia and to bring it to the 
United States later. They have their eye on 
Atlanta as one of the U.S. stops, so Terry 
will make sure everyone knows when that 
happens. About two years ago, Terry di-
rected an opera based on the life of Nikola 
Tesla, the Serbo-Croatian born inventor 
who came to the United States to work with 
Edison and was the inventor of alternating 
current (AC). The opera was done at 
Temple University, opened at the National 
Theater in Belgrade, and, later was at the 
Brooklyn Academy of Music’s Next Wave 
Festival in NYC. It Googles as “Violet Fire.” 
 Since his retirement in 1999 from 
Murdock, Remmers, & Associates, John 
Remmers established the Torchbearer of 
Freedom Foundation. The mission of the 
foundation is to bring to life heroic profiles 
of real people through theatrical perfor-
mances, guest speakers, and exhibition 
displays.

’71
 Jess Wesberry has joined the Depart-
ment of Ophthalmology at UT Medical 
Group.

’72
 Dan Scott has opened a clinic in 
Millington, TN, called Associates of Family 
Practice.

’73
 The Class of ’73 extends their most 
sincere sympathy to Kip Caffey and his 
family over the death of his father, Dr. Shed 
Hill Caffey, Jr. who died on May 9, 2009.
 Cile and Stuart Collier have success-
fully completed the requirements for their 

Tennessee handgun permits. Kathy and Bob 
Loeb and Laura and Montgomery Martin 
were supposed to join them, but did not 
make it. Cile was the surprising star of the 
class with a score of 100 on both the written 
and the shooting portion of the curriculum. 
In other news, Montgomery and Stuart 
entered the men’s division of the Memphis 
Garden Club Flower Arranging Show. Stuart 
agreed to enter thinking that he might be 
able to use the extra brownie points, but 
Montgomery doesn’t do anything halfway, so 
they had planned to bring home the blue rib-
bon proudly. According to Stuart, “We placed 
in the middle of the pack. It reminded me of 
a dog show or American Idol. At least we can 
now empathize with our wives.”
 In January, Hal Crenshaw hosted Bob 
Loeb, Jim Harrison, Cecil Humphreys, 
Wise Jones, Stuart Collier, Montgomery 
Martin, Joe Sanders, John Bryce, Elmer 
Stout, and Tim Cowan for a weekend of 
quail hunting, dining, story telling, and 
reminiscing at his farm, “The Orchard,” 
in Como, MS. The event was created to 
celebrate the birthday of Bradford Beck, but, 
to no one’s surprise, Bradford was notice-
ably absent from his birthday party. Reticent 
recount of the activities deserves only a verbal 
telling, so contact any of the above listed 
persons for tales. Let’s just say that many 
quail lost their lives, Elmer got thrown from 
his horse (which Hal had just purchased, but 
was hesitant to try out for himself ), Loeb 
almost had everyone thrown from the Como 
Steakhouse, and a few brain cells were lost 
forever.
 Reb Haizlip has been elected to the board 
of directors of the Memphis chapter of the 
American Institute of Architects.
  Montgomery Martin says that in spite 
of the economic conditions, he is still busy. 
A few notable projects underway are the 
new Playhouse on the Square at Cooper 
and Union, WKNO’s new headquarters at 
Goodlett Farms, a spec office building called 
Triad III, and the AOC Office Building 
in Piperton. In downtown Memphis, he 
has underway the last phase of the Court 
Square Center project named Court Annex 
II and the Barboro Alley Flats apartments 
and garage built with fellow MUS alumnus 
Henry Turley ’59. Married to Laura for 31 
years, she has decided to keep him. His two 
daughters, Lauren (26) and Neile (21), both 
live and work in Memphis.

leaders of the highest ethical 
standards.”
 Ogle also remembers his 
teachers fondly, especially Bill 
Hatchett, who taught Ogle 
and his brothers Curt ’68 
and Jimmy ’70. Ogle credits 
this “wonderfully eccentric” 
teacher with a great lesson: Pick 
something you are interested in 
and become an expert on it. 
 “The result is a lifelong 
passion that will keep you 
motivated,” Ogle said. “Perhaps 
to show that it could be 
anything, we spent a week on 
his passion, ‘The Gunfight at 
the OK Corral.’ He used actual 
facts, discussed the issues, and 
then culminated the week with 
the ‘Star Trek’ version of ‘The 
Gunfight at the OK Corral.’”
 The Ogle family also 
has a special tie to the MUS 
basketball program. The Most 
Valuable Player Award for 
basketball is named after Ogle’s 
father L.C. Ogle, Jr., and his 
brother Jimmy was the first 
recipient of the award. L.C. Ogle 
died during Jimmy’s senior 
year, which is the year that the 
basketball team started the 
season by winning their first 
22 games.
 John Ogle lives in Memphis 
with his wife, Christina, and 
sons, Stephen, 11, and David, 8. 
He also has another “job” as 
a volunteer for the St. Jude 
Classic golf tournament for the 
past 32 years. Ogle (pictured 
left) is the chief calligrapher, 
a task that requires manually 
entering scores on a large 
media room scoreboard. 
He took over the job from 
Jimmy in 1980.
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’74
 Buck Wellford, an attorney with Baker, 
Donelson, Caldwell & Berkowitz PC, has 
been named to BusinessTN magazine’s 150 
Best Lawyers for 2009.

’75
 Henry Stratton is serving as president 
of Memphis Metro CCIM for 2009.

’78
 Cecil Godman has joined Highland 
Capital Management, Inc. as a senior vice 
president.
 Resource Entertainment Group LLC 
was a finalist in the Memphis Business 
Journal’s 29th annual Small Business 
Awards. Rollin Riggs is a partner in the 
full-service entertainment agency.

’79
 Bill Mace is in private practice with a 
group of neurologists, Neurology: Child & 
Adult, PC. He is a part-time instructor at 
the University of South Alabama. Bill and 
his wife, Cecilia, have two daughters, Emily 
(13) and Juliet (11), both of whom play 
several sports at Bayside Academy. Cecilia is 
in media relations with Mercy Medical, and 
she is also an artist.

’80
 Cannon Allen has been appointed first 
vice president of the board of directors of 
Memphis World Trade Club.
 Louis Jehl has accepted the position of 
vice president and controller with Perkins 
& Marie Callender’s, Inc., which operates 
and franchises more than 600 restaurants 
and is based in Memphis. Louis previously 
spent 15 years with Perkins Restaurants, so 
this represents a great opportunity to work 
with some old friends, stay in the restaurant 
business, and also stay in Memphis.
 In February 2009, Mel Payne, 
Bo Mitchum ’75, and David Spence ’97 
traveled to Trujillo, Peru, with a group from 
Independent Presbyterian Church for a 

medical mission trip. They saw more than 
500 patients during the week. The group 
went in support of Mission to Peru, a group 
of Presbyterian missionaries committed 
to spreading the gospel to the very poor 
people of northwestern coastal Peru. By 
going out to the poorest neighborhoods of 
new migrants to the coastal area, they have 
been able to establish relationships between 
the missionaries and these people that have 
resulted in new church plants, job oppor-
tunities, and long-lasting friendships. The 
church now has a long-term commitment 
to this region. Mel said, “Our common 
bond as MUS alumni gave Bo, David, and 
me an immediate connection to each other 
that significantly helped our ability to posi-
tively interact with the people of Trujillo. 
I never cease to be amazed at how being 
an MUS alumnus immediately gives one 
credibility with other alumni. Go, Owls!”

’81
 The Class of ’81 extends their sympa-
thies to the family of John Carter, who 
passsed away on March 7, 2009. 
 David Rudolph has joined the law 
firm Bourland Heflin Alvarez Minor & 
Matthews PLC as a partner.

’82
 Dan Barron is back in Memphis after 
a year and a half of commuting to Dallas. 
He runs Entercom Communications radio 
stations (WMC-FM/AM, WRVR, WKQK, 
WMFS and ESPN 680). He and his wife, 
Sally, have two beautiful girls, Virginia 
(11) and Mary Morgan (9), who attend St. 
George’s Independent School. 

’83
 Richard Davis resides in Birmingham, 
AL, and is the reproduction champ of the 
class (along with a great deal of assistance 
from his wife, LeAnne) with two sets of 
twins, ages 15 and 12. Richard is a senior 
loan officer for the Royal Bank of Canada. 
As with most Alabama alums, he’s knee 
deep with Crimson Tide fever, where he 
relies on Drew Harris for inside info as well 
as any tickets to games.

 Jordan Enterprises (dba Holiday Deli & 
Ham Company) was a finalist in the Mem-
phis Business Journal’s 29th annual Small 
Business Awards. Trey Jordan is owner and 
operator of the restaurant franchise.
 Danny Mansberg lives in Memphis 
where he is a vice president at Raymond 
James, working as a financial advisor. He 
also serves as the vice chair of the Henry 
S. Jacobs Camp. Danny’s wife, Leigh, is 
the English Department chair at St. Mary’s 
Episcopal School, where their two daugh-
ters attend. Most of their time is spent 
watching the girls play soccer and lacrosse. 
 Mac McCarroll lives in Memphis and is 
a senior partner in his law firm Baskin Mc-
Carroll where he specializes in civil litiga-
tion. He spends most of his free time with 
his wife, Mary, and their two daughters, 
Mimi (10) and Ginny (9). Mac supple-
ments his never changing appetite with his 
favorite pastimes of gardening and fishing.
 Jimmy Ringel lives in Memphis where 
he continues the Makowsky and Ringel real 
estate tradition. Jimmy and his wife, Janice, 
have two sons at MUS. Bradley ’10 gradu-
ates next year, and Brian ’13 is a rising 
freshman.
 Rich Williamson lives in Montgomery, 
AL, with Ruth (soon to celebrate 19 years) 
and their three children, Elizabeth (a ju-
nior), Ashley (a freshman), and Richard 
(a sixth grader). Basketball, soccer, track, 
and cheerleading occupy their time. It 
should be noted that Rich’s genes con-
tributed nothing to the sports previously 
mentioned. Rich is a real estate manager 
with Situs Management, a Houston-based 
company. Rich’s dad (Coach Williamson, 
formerly of the University of Memphis 
Tigers) has been the receivers’ coach with 
the Carolina Panthers for the past 15 years 
and is still going strong. 

’85
 Anthony Morrison recently joined Ray-
mond James & Associates as vice president 
of investments. His office is on the ninth 
floor of the Crescent Center, and he encour-
ages anyone venturing to the Crescent Club 
for lunch to stop by his new office to say 
hello. Anthony resides in Germantown with 
wife, Rachel, and daughters, Julia (11) and 
Molly (8). 
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Independent Living
Helping the Disabled Become Able and Ready

 “MUS exposed me to a very good sense 
of what was right and wrong,” Heros said. 
“At MUS, you used skills to help develop 
yourself and improve the community. It 
certainly instilled in me what was good.”
 After researching business models, 
he found one he believed was a good fit: 
providing services to the developmentally 
disabled community. The intent, Heros said, 
is to “take these individuals out of the insti-
tutions and, in some cases, dangerous situa-

tions” and put them back into the community with the 
support, skills, and living arrangements to succeed. 
 Heros’ research showed only 16 service providers 
to the developmentally disabled population in West 
Tennessee, which meant more than 1,200 people were 
on a waiting list for services in Shelby County. 
 But as in any new business, starting wasn’t easy. 
The challenge, he noted, was getting through the 
network of state and federal regulations to get the 
appropriate licenses and accreditations. This process 
took about a year, which he understands is why 
someone has to be committed to this business and
 to the process. 
 Heros then looked to his former company’s 
excellent service and high quality products as a model 
to establish his business standards. He wanted his 
clients and their families to experience the same high 
standards at ACA Communities.
 “They’re entrusting their lives to us,” Heros said. 
 Therefore, each residence and the care provided 
must be the absolute best it can be. With a top notch 
clinical staff and excellent business practices, Heros 
said he is confident he is meeting the standard he has 
set for his business of helping people reclaim their 
lives with dignity. 
 “What’s happened is we’ve identified a better way 
to take care of these individuals,” he said. “We look 
forward to becoming an important agency in 
the community.”

by Melanie Threlkeld McConnell

 Ricky Heros ’86 is passionate about 
making a difference in the lives of the 
disadvantaged. 
 As the former vice president of sales 
and marketing for Shelby Group Interna-
tional, he traveled the world establishing 
international markets for his company’s 
industrial safety products. It was a great 
job for an extremely successful company, 
but, after 15 years, he wanted a change. 
 “I wanted to try something a bit more 
rewarding, something that made more of an impact 
on humanity,” he said. 
 He also wanted something a little closer to 
home. After a little soul searching and months of 
development research, Heros started ACA Commu-
nities, LLC (Advanced Care Associates), a Memphis-
based business that provides services to help adults 
18 years and older with behavioral and develop-
mental disabilities live independently. The company 
provides housing, such as the one pictured above, 
and offers residential programs to its recipients to 
help them make the transition into independent 
living. Residents learn to cook their own meals, wash 
their own clothes, and generally take charge of their 
own day-to-day responsibilities, as much as their 
disabilities allow. 
 “The more our clients can do on their own, the 
more it feels like a real home,” Heros said. 
 ACA Communities also provides clients with 
24-hour care, transportation, and a job-training 
coach. All of these services are an effort to give them 
a fulfilling daily living experience, with the ultimate 
goal of getting “them out in the community 
working,” Heros said. 
 Because of his exposure to the extensive philan-
thropic work of his wife, Lucia, and what he learned 
as a student at MUS, Heros said he decided to 
explore business opportunities that would 
positively affect the community.
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 Eleanor Bird Phillips, daughter of Louise 
and Parker Phillips, completed her round 
of school interviews in New York at age 2 
and will be well situated next year.
 Hull Lower School Principal Clay 
Smythe is going back to school himself, 
moving his family with him for the first 
of two consecutive summers at Columbia 
University in New York City. Along with 
other independent school faculty and 
administration from around the country, 
he’s enrolled in a program to receive his 
M.A. in Administration.

’86
 Cliff Goldmacher and his wife, Jamie, 
are living in Manhattan while he goes back 
and forth between his recording studios in 
Nashville, TN, and New York City. Cliff 
has been doing a lot of songwriting lately 
in many different styles, from pop to rock 
to jazz. Some recent cowriters include Lisa 
Loeb, Chris Barron (lead singer from the 
Spin Doctors), and Antonia Bennett (Tony 
Bennett’s daughter).
 John Shin left the Army in 2002 and 
settled in the Virginia/Washington, DC, 
area with his wife, Christina, and their two 
children, Nathan and Isabella. John works 
at Paul Hastings as an attorney specializing 
in intellectual property litigation.

’87
 Kent McKelvey is the inaugural recipi-
ent of the Winthrop P. Rockefeller Chair 
in Clinical Genetics at the University of 
Arkansas for Medical Sciences.

’89
 Matthew Crosby has been promoted 
to first vice president of the brokerage 
and investment banking firm of Regions/
Morgan Keegan.

’90
 Chuck Baker is a special agent-
investigator for the Canadian National/
Illinois Central Railroad in Memphis.

’91
 Joel Baskin is engaged. Joel notes that 
he was trying to re-enact 101 Dalmatians 
and met his fiancée, who is a surgical device 
representative from West Texas, while walk-
ing dogs in a park in Dallas. Joel gradu-
ated from his psychiatry residency at the 
University of Texas Southwestern in Dallas 
in June and will likely be taking a position 
at the Dallas VA before getting married this 
November in Florida. 
 Trey Watkins has been promoted as 
a member of Watkins Uiberall PLLC, an 
accounting and financial advisory firm.
 Brandon Williams has been appointed 
assistant professor in the Division of 
General Surgery at Vanderbilt University’s 
School of Medicine.

’94
 Make plans to attend the spectacular 
extravaganza planned for our 15th reunion 
on September 25 and 26.
 Chris Allen has been living in Atlanta, 
GA, with his wife, Cynthia, for the past 
three and a half years. Chris works at 
Raving Brands as the vice president of real 
estate. His interests include art, triathlons, 
and trail running.
 Richard Bloom is currently working 
in the art department on Thor for Marvel 
Studios. He lives in Los Feliz, CA, and 
commutes to Manhattan Beach. L.A. traffic 
= not fun. He just wrote and produced 
a short film starring Sarah Jane Morris 
(Hutchison class of 1995) and RuPaul. It 
is due to hit the festival circuit later this 
year. He is also up to his elbows painting 
portraits of children. You can see and com-
mission his work at www.rocketwhim.com.

’96
 Herb Chiang will be starting his 
internship at St. John’s Hospital in St. Louis 
this year, and, after one year of that, he’ll 
continue with a dermatology residency at 
Barnes-Jewish Hospital/Washington 
University for three years. 
 Justin Conn (http://www.myspace.com/
justinconn), Elliot Ives (Myster E), and 
Cameron Mann (Lord T) are all enjoying 

the life of musicians. Justin is in Nashville, 
TN, playing Southern rock and blues. 
Elliot, Cameron and Robert Anthony, 
Lord T and Eloise, are touring around 
the country performing AristoCrunk 
(www.myspace.com/lordtandeloise).
 Braden Kimball just accepted a new 
job with NASA. He will be moving to 
Houston where he will be a biomedical 
flight controller with Wyle Laboratories. 
He said, “I feel smart by just saying 
‘biomedical flight controller.’”

’97
 David Bowlin has completed his MBA 
at the University of Virginia and is working 
in the Private Wealth Management group at 
Barclays Capital in Atlanta.
 Will Pace works at the accounting firm 
Frazee Ivy & Davis, PLC.  He and his wife, 
Kelly, live in Cordova, TN.

’98
 Jeff Stockstill joined Duncan-Williams, 
Inc., in early 2009 as an associate vice 
president and will serve as an associate 
analyst in healthcare research.

’99
 Frazier Baker has been named a 2008 
Memphis Business Journal Pinnacle Award 
winner, as well as one of Memphis’ Top 25 
Commercial Brokers for 2008.
 Chris Copeland is trying his hardest to 
be a machine. He’s working to achieve Cat-
egory 2 racer by the end of this bike racing 
season. Chris placed eighth in the first race 
of the season – a 100-mile jaunt throughout 
Louisiana and Mississippi called the Rouge 
Roubaix. When asked about his race, Chris 
responded, “IT HURT BADLY!” When 
Chris is not riding his bike, he is working 
with two different companies. The first is 
Health Connect America. He is a contrac-
tor/case worker for Health Connect and 
deals with at-risk youth and their families. 
Health Connect has programs that deal 
with issues such as grief, abandonment, 
anger management, substance abuse, 
and family conflict. At Health Connect 
America, the programs are designed to 
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address these issues, to support the preserva-
tion of families, and to improve the lives of 
children-at-risk and their families living in 
Tennessee. The other company is Aerobic 
Cruisers, a start-up funded by a local Mem-
phis businessman. They are engineering 
and fabricating an electric, hybrid cruiser 
to hopefully be released to the public in the 
near future.
 Ben James works on a wealth manage-
ment team at Morgan Stanley Smith Barney 
in Memphis.
 Michael Lafferty is living in Naples, 
FL, where he is a chef at Naples Tomato.
 Conley Patton moved out to Califor-
nia a couple of years ago to go to business 
school at UCLA. He spent his summers 
doing investment banking at Goldman. He 
recently took a full-time job with Credit 
Suisse and works out of their L.A. banking 
office, which is notably located in Nakatomi 
Towers from the movie Die Hard.
 Max Schmidt-Breitung continues 
to stay in touch from the other side of 
the ocean. Max studied in Heidelberg, 
Germany, after he graduated from the Army 
Dental Medicine School. Max received his 
Ph.D. in June. First, he worked in Germany 
as a dentist but in February moved to 
Ålesund in Norway.  He is already making 
plans to be back in the states for our tenth 
reunion this fall.

’00
 Chris Hamilton and his roommate, 
Charley Foster, both graduated law school 
from Ole Miss in May. Chris has been 
accepted to the graduate tax program at the 
University of Florida which is second in the 
nation for this type of program.
 Scott Hickerson has been practicing 
law in Memphis since receiving his J.D. 
from the University of Memphis in 2007. 
He accepted a position at Shuttleworth 
Williams, PLLC this past December, and he 
is concentrating in litigation.
 Dan Machin is working at Garden of 
Eve Farm on Long Island, where he has 
been for the last three seasons as an appren-
tice farm manager. This year, Dan will work 
part-time in that capacity as well as starting 
his own acre market garden business, The 
Lone Acre.  He will be raising 100 different 

varieties of vegetables on that one acre, 
including cotton and peanuts, and selling 
at a market in Brooklyn, NY, as well as to 
some restaurants. He received his organic 
certification in May.
 Justin Monday is currently in the 
second semester of his first year of law 
school at Cleveland Marshall College of 
Law in Cleveland, Ohio. He made the 
Dean’s List first semester and just accepted 
a position as a summer law clerk for 
Thompson Hine LLP.
 Avery Reaves is a first-year student 
pursuing his MBA at the Wharton School 
at the University of Pennsylvania. He was 
recently named to the Director’s List, the 
top 10 percent of his class academically. He 
was just awarded a fellowship from Rich-
mond Management, a New York City-based 
venture capital firm. Avery will be working 
with their fund and portfolio company 
during the school year.
 After training with the USMC Fitness 
Boot Camp for several months, John 
Winford, accompanied by his personal 
physician, leading lady, and No. 1 fan, Dr. 
Kristi James, headed east to Nashville, TN, 
for the tenth annual Country Music Half 
Marathon. While other competitors 
were bowing out of the race due to the 
massive hills and record high temperatures, 
Winford, undaunted, kept running and 
completed the 13.1-mile trek in an 
impressive 2:13 minutes (a personal best 
for this marathoner)! 

’01
 Mark Awdeh has accepted a scholarship 
to the Yale School of Management and will 
be matriculating this fall.
 Ed Cabigao is the general manager of 
a new downtown restaurant called South 
of Beale. The 100-seat restaurant at 361 S. 
Main will be a “gastropub,” which takes the 
concept of a neighborhood bar and makes it 
a little more upscale.
 Chance Carlisle has been elected to 
the board of directors for the YMCA of 
Memphis & the Mid-South.
 McKee Humphreys and Tread 
Thompson graduated from the Christian 
Brothers University School of Business 
CFP board-registered program in financial 
planning.
 Michael McLaren is in law school at 
the University of Memphis.  

’02
 Scott Douglass spent ten weeks in 
Egypt last fall learning to speak Arabic. He 
is now back in DC applying for law school.
 Field Norris has been elected to the 
board of directors of The Phoenix Club for 
2009-2010.
 Move over Tom Cruise and Demi 
Moore! Will Saxton signed a JAG (Judge 
Advocate General) contract with the United 
States Marine Corps last year and went 
through Officer Candidates School last 
summer in Quantico, VA. He was commis-
sioned as a second lieutenant and is now 
back in Fayetteville, AR, for his final year 
of law school. After graduating in May, he 
will stay in Fayetteville to study for the bar 
exam, which he will take in Little Rock at 
the end of July. After getting his bar results 
(Lord willing a passing grade), he goes back 
to Quantico for more training. His contract 
with the Marines is three and a half years. 
Will said, “I am extremely excited! I’ve 
always had a desire to serve in this capacity, 
and it is also very nice to have a job!” 

’03
 William Adams and Preston Blanken-
ship both work in New York City for a firm 
called SecondMarket. Blankenship, who 
joined the firm in 2007, and Adams, who 
joined in 2008, match buyers and sellers 
of illiquid assets, the same assets currently 
at the root of the financial crises. Outside 
of work, Adams loves to Tweet regarding 
his most recent exploits, with Blankenship 
nodding approvingly. 
 Steed Carson left in May to teach in 
Thailand for six months. He will be in 
Bangkok teaching English at the secondary 
level.
 Dara Chan has spent the past four 
months leading a huge team of volunteers 
to bring the youth artists of Tiny Toones 
Cambodia to America. They will be visiting 
five cities in the course of three weeks, and 
each site will have a fundraiser and several 
community events that connect them with 
hip-hop enthusiasts, break dancers, and 
the Cambodian-American community. 
To find out more, please visit the Web site
at www.tinytoonescambodia.com.
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 Alan Humphreys is finishing up his first 
year in veterinary school at the University of 
Tennessee and will be doing an internship 
at Cornell this summer.
 Ryves Moore received his Master 
of Science in biology from Mississippi 
College in June. He begins medical school 
in August at the University of Mississippi 
Medical Center in Jackson, MS.
 Mauricio Rapalo, in addition to 
maintaining his stout physique, has been 
working at Expeditors, a global logistics 
company, in the air export department for 
the last nine months.
 Stephen Vogel is living in Knoxville, 
TN, where he works for First Tennessee’s 
Commercial Real Estate department.

’04
 Paul Moinester is an environmental 
policy analyst with the Department of 
Transportation in Washington, DC.
 Will Presley performed his senior 
recital in November at Belmont University’s 
Massey Concert Hall in Nashville, 
TN. The commencement ceremony in 
December marked Will’s receipt of his 
bachelor’s degree in music, with a major 
in commercial music and a music business 
emphasis. Will lives in Nashville and plays 
guitar for a band called ZASZ. He is still 
in job-search mode.

’05
 After graduating from Notre Dame 
in May, Dan Gibson is employed at 
Western & Southern Financial Group 
in Cincinnati, OH.
 Following his graduation from Vander-
bilt University in May, Warren Stafford 
will enter a graduate program for an MBA.

’06
 Russell Nenon, a rising junior at Wake 
Forest was named the Outstanding Offen-
sive Lineman/Tight End. He played both 
guard and center in 2008. A starter in all 13 
games last fall, Russell was second on the 
team with 84 knockdown blocks.  

’07
 Chris McDonald is a Dean’s List 
student at Vanderbilt University and two 
year member of Vandy’s Mock Trial team, 
on which he has served as captain. 

’08
 Daren Freebing, an accounting 
major, was placed on the Dean’s List for 
winter quarter at DePaul University’s 
School of Commerce. His cumulative 
GPA is 3.85.

 Jack Montgomery has obtained a fel-
lowship with the Light Foundation through 
the Princeton in Beijing Program. Jack will 
be in Beijing for the summer to study Chi-
nese. Jack plays goalie and is the manager 
for the Yale Water Polo Team. This is a club 
sport at Yale, which means as manager, Jack 
handles the team’s money, books transporta-
tion for all road games, etc.  This year, he 
has been in Yale’s Directed Studies Program.
 Mark Vives was inducted into the Phi 
Eta Sigma freshman honor society at the 
University of Tennessee. In his free time, he 
takes pictures for The Daily Beacon.

Mosby Tackles a Tough Job
by Lauren Oxner

      Long hours and hard work paid 
off recently for Mason Mosby ’05, 
who can add 2008 Southern Collegiate 
Athletic Conference (SCAC) Defensive 
Player of the Year to his list of accom-
plishments. 
      The Rhodes College senior, who 
played football for the Owls from 2002 
to 2005, recently received the presti-
gious honor after he led the SCAC in 
both tackles (118) and tackles per 

game (13.1) this past season. By the end of the season, Mosby 
was ranked second nationally in both solo and total tackles per 
game. He was selected as SCAC Defensive Player of the Week 
early in the 2008 season, and is known as one of the toughest 
competitors and hardest workers on the Lynx football team.
 Mosby, who said he was surprised when he learned he was 
selected for the award, also appreciates the recognition.
  “It is truly an honor that I will never forget,” Mosby said. 
“The best part about receiving the award is that I know the 
hours of preparation and hard work I put in each week paid 
off, but that’s what it takes to become the top defender in the 
SCAC. Consistent hard work and dedication is really the key to 
success on the field.”
 Mosby credits his experience at MUS for playing an integral 
role in his college career.
 “My time at MUS was an unforgettable one that prepared 
me for college and allowed me to dive right in and experience 
all that I wanted,” said Mosby. “The academic competition that 
I faced in high school, the system that Coach Bobby Alston 
used in terms of strong relationships between players and 
coaches, and practice schedules are similar to what I have 
experienced at Rhodes.”



 “We learned persistence at MUS, mostly from playing 
lacrosse under Coach Elliot Dent,” Knight said. “Blake and I 
spent a lot of time with Coach Dent, and I think that a large 
part of our drive for the Sydney Gran Classic came from all 
the late evenings out on the field with him.” 
 For the second annual classic, which was held this 
past spring, Knight and Karban brought on fellow Fiji 
Luke Jensen ’07 to help them organize the event. They 
felt Jensen, a finance major, was a vital addition because 
of his extensive experience with charity events at MUS, 
including serving as the Civic Service Organization’s 
vice president.
 “This is important to me because, at an early age, my 
parents made community service an important thing in my 
life,” Jensen said. “Being at college, community service is 
something that can easily be forgotten, but it is something 
that the other MUS guys and I didn’t want to forget.”
 This year’s event had even more of an MUS presence. 
Adam Bomar ’07 and Stephen Bowie ’07 helped raise 
money for the event, and Jay Edwards ’07 was one of the 
40 Fiji brothers who played on their team and wore what is 
a familiar sight to MUS football fans near and far: a white 
Owls’ football jersey, courtesy of Coach Bobby Alston. 
 “I was so excited to see my Alabama friends wear the 
MUS crest, even if it was only for one night,” Knight said.
 Jensen scored the Fijis’ lone touchdown, but it wasn’t 
enough to win the game.
 “Unfortunately we lost 7-9 due to a last-second field 
goal, but we gave the crowd an exciting game and raised an 
additional $30,000 for the foundation,” Karban said.
 Knight, who graduates in December 2009 with a degree 
in civil engineering, hopes to see the third annual classic 
played in Auburn’s Jordan-Hare Stadium.
 “Maybe someday,” he said.

Ethan Knight, Luke Jensen, and Blake Karban suit up for charity.
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                                     by Kimberly Eller

 Ethan Knight ’05 and his fraternity 
had a dilemma. The Auburn University 
chapter of Phi Gamma Delta (Fiji) did 
not have an official charity. Knight, who 
developed his strong sense of community 
responsibility at MUS, believes charity is 
fundamental to brotherhood, so he and 
fellow Fiji brother Blake Karban ’06 set 
out to find one.
 “We learned at MUS that charity is an 
essential part of any community,” said Karban, 
a finance major. “We wanted to give back to the local Auburn 
community as well as promote some of the positive aspects of 
our chapter.”
 The two young men realized that a football game was 
something Auburn students would get excited about and attend. 
Inspired by other charity sports games, they created the Sydney 
Gran Classic, a football game fundraiser that benefits the Sydney 
Gran Foundation. 
 “We had a dream of creating an event that would both have 
a significant impact and bring our fraternity together,” Knight 
said. “We saw the Sydney Gran Foundation as the perfect 
combination of charity and football.” 
 The foundation was created by former Auburn running backs 
coach Eddie Gran and his family in memory of their daughter, 
Sydney, who was diagnosed with Holoprosencephaly (HPE), a 
rare disease that caused her brain to stop developing before she 
was born. Sydney Gran died shortly before her sixth birthday.
 The classic is now the official philanthropy of Fiji, and, in two 
years the event has raised $50,000 for the foundation, which 
benefits families with children who are patients at Children’s 
Hospital in Birmingham.
 The event, which was held in the spring of 2008, was 
successful even in its first year, but it wasn’t without a struggle.
 “We met just about every kind of opposition out there, 
mostly because of liability,” Knight explained. “Everyone we 
talked to turned us down initially because of the risk of a football 
game, but we just had to press on and keep selling our dream.”
 They never gave up. After countless hours on the phone and 
in meetings, they finally were able to get an opponent, sponsors, 
insurance, referees, jerseys, and everything else they needed. 
They charged $10 per person and raised $20,000, more than 
exceeding their expectations for a first-time fundraiser.
 Knight credited some of their success with what they 
learned at MUS.  

Turning Football Fun Into 
                                       Charity Fundraiser



For more event pictures, go to our Web site. 
On the main page, select MUS in Pictures 
from the menu on the left, or use this direct link: 
www.musowls.org/PhotoGallery/index.php.

The annual Young Alumni Social was held in February at Ciao 
Bella. Some of the usual suspects were rounded up for pictures.

A breakfast for class representatives was hosted by the school in 
March to thank this group of alumni who serve in many capacities 
for MUS. A few of the main characters are pictured here. 

Clay Lafferty ’96, Steven Juang ’96, 
and Oscar Atkinson ’96

John Winford ’00, 
Ben James ’99, and 
Mason Cousins ’99

Bunky Parr ’03 
and Ross Rutledge ’02

Trevor Weichmann ’02, Tyler Cannon ’99, 
and Chip Campbell ’99

Mark Awdeh ’01,
Wes Brown ’01, 
and Chris Lam ’01

Alex Wellford ’60 and Rob Hussey ’81

Don Drinkard ’98 and Trey Jones ’97

Scott May ’61, Bill Ferguson ’68, 
and Andy McArtor ’86

Jim Burnett ’83, 
George Skouteris ’80, 

and Bobby Alston

Upcoming Alumni Events

Homecoming/Reunion 
Weekend 2009
FRiDAy, SEpTEMBER 25
•	 Alumni	Golf	Scramble 
 The Links of Galloway, 11:30 a.m. lunch
 12:00 p.m. golf, shotgun start 
 Reservations required.

•	 Homecoming	BBQ	Dinner
 MUS Dining Hall, 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.
 Reservations suggested, pay at the door.

•	 Football	Game
 MUS vs. East, 7:00 p.m. kickoff
 Pay at the gate.

SATURDAy, SEpTEMBER 26
•	 Reunion	Parties, Classes of ‘64, ‘69,  
 ‘74, ‘79, ‘84, ‘89, ‘94, ‘99, (Class of ‘04  
 has tentatively set their reunion for 
 December 26.)

For more information on golf foursomes, 
hole sponsorships, BBQ reservations, 
or reunion parties, contact Claire Farmer 
at claire.farmer@musowls.org or call
(901) 260-1356.

Young Alumni Holiday Brunch  
For the Classes of 2005-09
Friday,	December	18	•	11:30	a.m.
Young alumni from the most recent five 
years are invited to the Campus Center 
Dining Hall for this annual brunch.  
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Evens Take Odds 
in Buzzard Bowl
Evens Take Odds 
in Buzzard Bowl
 Unseasonably warm, March 22, 2009 turned out to be the ideal afternoon 
for the first Annual Alumni Buzzard Bowl. Graduates from the classes of 1988 to 
2003 met on Hull-Dobbs Field for this flag football match. Players took the field for 
the coin toss and rule review by officials John Cady ’69 and Jim Burnett ’83. 
Norman Thompson resumed his position in the press box as the ”Voice of the 

Owls” to call the game, welcoming everyone to this contest between two “undefeated” teams. Aside from being 
invaluable in arranging the event, Coach Bobby Alston was on hand to videotape the game.
 Alumni were assigned to blue or white jerseys by odd or even graduating class years respectively. The coin toss 
went to the Even team, and they elected to be on offense first. With Major Wright ’92 (top left) playing quarterback 
for the Evens, and John Phillips ’03 as quarterback for the Odds, the afternoon proved to be enjoyable for everyone, 
including those who left (or 
limped) off the field. 
 In the end, Evens beat 
Odds 37-28 to claim the 
championship trophy. Wright 
took MVP honors and Will 
Thompson ’95 received the 
Spirit Stick Award. As the 
players left the field, Odds 
vowed to get Evens next year 
at Buzzard Bowl II.

Odds: Daniel McDonell ’01, John Phillips ’03, Sean Gould ’05, (behind Gould) John Harkess ’03, 
Chase Carlisle ’03, Ben Keras ’95, Will Thompson ’95, Chip Campbell ’99, Derek Clenin ’03, 
David Bradford ’95, Cam Hillyer ’93, Gideon Scoggin ’95, and Howie Gober ’93 (not pictured due 
to injury: Jason Fair ’89)

Evens: Hunter Humphreys ’98, David Thompson ’02, Ross Rutledge ’02, A Thompson ’98, 
Harley Steffens ’98, Richard Moore ’98, Major Wright ’92, Wilson Moore ’96, Frank Langston ’02, 
Steven Juang ’96, Gary Wunderlich ’88, Ned Laughlin ’94, (in front) Brian Kelsey ’96, and 
Hunter Witherington ’98

As president of the Thorn 
Society Emerging Leaders, 
Richard Moore ’98 stepped 
up to present the awards.
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Strategic planning 

1 out of every 

4 students receives 

financial assistance

Ensuring Financial Aid 
for Those Who Need It
As tuition increases, so 
does the need for financial 
assistance. For the 2008-09 
school year, $600,000 of 
the financial aid budget was 
funded through operations. The balance of $900,000 
was furnished by previously established endowments. 
Fully funding financial aid at current levels would 
require an endowment of $12-15 million.

Endowment Builds Solid Foundation 
for the Future of MUS

 Anyone who’s opened 401(k) quarterly reports in the last year or watched the news knows that this has not been the best year 
for investments. From the plunge on Wall Street to the “Ponzi schemes” allegedly perpetrated by two financial services companies, 
average investors may be wondering how safe their mattresses might be these days.
 In 2008, all equity markets were down about 40 percent and some people lost much more of their retirement savings.
 Despite all the depressing financial news, the good news is that the MUS endowment is well managed and is continuing to 
provide needed funds for scholarships and the school’s operating budget. What started in 1986 with $3.6 million had grown to 
$25 million by the end of March 2009.

  “It’s been well diversified since the early 2000s,” said Alex Thompson (pictured left), who 
has served as chairman of the Endowment Committee for the MUS Board of Trustees for the last ten 
years. “We are a long-term, patient investor who doesn’t micro-manage the fund managers.” 
 Thompson, who is co-president of Summit Asset Management, LLC, and a member of the Board 
of Trustees for 12 years, said that the committee sets the asset allocations to allow the school to receive 
4.5 percent of the endowment each year. Today, that allocation is 55 percent in equities, 35 percent in 
fixed income, and 10 percent in hedge funds.
 NewSouth Capital manages the bond and equity funds that make up 51 percent of the 
endowment, while Gerber Taylor oversees another 13 percent. 
 The Bank of New York, chosen by the Hyde family to manage the Hyde Scholarship Fund, 
handles more than a third of the entire endowment. This fund provides the majority of the scholar-
ships awarded each year to deserving boys. The Endowment Committee does not oversee this fund.
 Thompson said he is convinced the 

endowment is well positioned to fund the needs of the school each 
year, although it is down 26 percent this school year.
 “A solid investment strategy is tied to your time horizon and 
cash distribution needs,” Thompson said. “Our time horizon at 
MUS is 100 years or more. Over the last 100 years of the 20th 
century, real per capita income in the United States increased seven 
times. We had two World Wars, the Great Depression, the Cold 
War, energy crises, high inflation, a president resign, etc. Through 
all these vicissitudes, solid companies averaged low- to mid-double 
digit returns on their equity capital.” 
 That this will continue to be the case over the next 100 years is 
the fundamental assumption in our equity investments, according 
to Thompson. He said that the question for investors is how much 
they pay to participate in that 10 to 14 percent baseline return and 
that periodic equity price declines set up the opportunity to harvest 
increased returns going forward. 
 “It’s painful, but sticking with your strategy and adding to it 
is the only rational alternative,” Thompson explained. “To sell out 
at the bottom when the potential returns are the highest is a sure 
strategy for failure. Now is a great time to add to the school’s seed 
corn. We’d be happy to have anyone add to the general endowment 
at any time.”

 Editor’s Note: Fortune Magazine recently reported “the Dow’s 50 percent 
drop from its October 2007 peak marked the index’s second-sharpest decline 
since 1901, according to Ned Davis Research. The only steeper drop occurred in 
the 1930s, during the 813-day free fall that ended with an 86 percent loss.”
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
Mark Halperin ’67 was recently surprised 
on his 60th birthday to learn of the endowed 
fund established at MUS in his honor by 
his wife, Diane, and her parents, Mary and 
Maury Bronstein, in recognition of Halperin’s 
commitment to education and service to the 
school. The Mark J. Halperin Scholarship 
will provide tuition assistance to deserving 
students who might not otherwise be able to 
afford an MUS education.

Living a Life Radiant With Giving
 Winston Churchill once said, “We make a living by what we 
get, but we make a life by what we give.” Recently, Father Tony Jarvis, 
former headmaster of Roxbury Latin School in Boston and author of 
A Book With Love and Prayers, echoed this sentiment when he spoke 
to the boys at MUS as part of the Metcalf Symposium. During one 
of his sessions with our boys, he told several stories about people he’s 
counseled throughout the years, relating that many were happiest 
when they were giving back.
 “These men know that if you want to be happy, it means you 
must give, not get,” Jarvis said. “This is your one and only life – it’s 
not a rehearsal. Why not dare to live a life radiant with giving?”
 No one likes to think they won’t live forever, but we all know life 
doesn’t work that way. Have you planned what you want done with 
what you leave behind?
 Planning your estate saves your loved ones time and money. An 
estate plan allows you to control the disposition of your property at 
death. Be sure to work with professionals in taking the following steps:

R Write or update your will or living trust.
Your will is the most important component of your estate plan. It is how 
your assets will be distributed (by trust or beneficiary designation). Update 
your will every three to five years and after times of personal change, such 
as marriage, death, divorce, birth, adoption, inheritance, or a move to 
another state. The same is true of any revocable trust you’ve created.

R Choose an executor or trustee.
Think long and hard about the individual or institution you name to act as 
your executor or trustee, who will bear the responsibility of carrying out 
your wishes during your lifetime (in the case of a living trust which you’ve 
chosen someone else to manage) or after death. You will want to name 
someone you trust implicitly – someone who is experienced to act on your 
behalf. Consider naming a loved one, preferably someone who is likely to 
survive you, and/or an experienced financial institution.

R Establish a power of attorney.
Assign someone to handle your financial affairs in the event that you are 
unable to do so yourself. This individual may, for example, pay your bills 
and, if specifically authorized, dispose of your property, such as by gift.

R Create a living will.
Draft a living will that makes your wishes known regarding extraordinary 
measures for keeping you alive. A living will allows decisions to be made 
when you are unable to communicate your wishes. This document can help 
distraught family members make decisions based upon your stated wishes.

R Give a gift to an individual.
You can make gifts to family members and other individuals totaling 
$2 million during your lifetime without incurring a gift tax. In addition, 
you can give up to $12,000 per recipient annually without having 
to apply your $2 million lifetime exemption. Spouses can combine 
their annual exclusion and give $24,000 per year, per individual. Gifts 
given during your lifetime reduce the value of your estate for federal 
estate tax purposes.

R Make a charitable donation.
An unlimited amount of money can be given to an unlimited 
number of qualified charitable organizations – including MUS – 
either during your lifetime or at your death, free of gift and estate 
taxes. Gifts allow us to fulfill our mission of “academic excellence 
and the development of well-rounded young men of strong moral 
character.” Charitable gifts are an important part of any estate 
plan and may be especially suitable for people who have no 
immediate heirs.

 Creating an estate plan gives you the opportunity 
to leave the world a better place, and we are extremely 
grateful for any charitable support you can provide to 
MUS as we nurture and educate the future leaders of 
our society.
      Please contact Perry Dement at (901) 260-1350 in 
the Development Office, if you would like to discuss a 
charitable donation to MUS.

Endowment 
funds make 
it possible 
to enhance 
buildings, 
equipment, 
and programs.

Mary and Maury Bronstein and Mark and Diane Halperin

This information is not intended as specific legal advice. Consult your attorney when considering any legal matter. State laws which govern wills and contracts vary and are subject to change.



Four State Titles in the Fourth Quarter 
As the fourth quarter of the school year came to an end, four MUS teams brought home state trophies. Read all about it starting on page 22.
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