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Back to front: Dev Varma, Chris McDonald, Hobbie Turley, Clement Oigbokie,
and Andy Kim represented the Netherlands at Model UN.
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MUS Statesmen Shine at Model UN
by Guy Amsler, Government Club Sponsor

IN NOVEMBER, 79 Government Club
members traveled to Franklin, Tennessee,
to participate in the 24th YMCA Model United Nations. Altogether,
they played the roles of 26 member nations of the UN. Most were
part of the UN General Assembly and its committee system, either
presenting or debating resolutions. Others participated in the Security
Council, a 15-member committee that
exists to settle disputes and maintain stability. It is the only organ of the UN with
the power to impose and enforce sanctions on other member states. Finally,
others participated as part of the
International Court of Justice, either as
justices or lawyers presenting cases
before the court.
Four students served as officers,
charged with organizing and managing
conference activities. Senior John
Mazen Istanbouli, who served
Reinhardt and junior Roger Chu
as a justice of the World Court,
was elected president of the
were vice presidents of the General
World Court for the 2007
Assembly, presiding over committee and
Model UN.
General Assembly debates. Senior
Ashton Fisher was the General Assembly Liaison, and junior
Mazen Istanbouli was a World Court Justice.
Outside the General Assembly, several MUS students made
important contributions to the success of the Security Council and
World Court. Our Security Council delegates were senior Erim
Sarinoglu, representing China; junior Jack Montgomery,
representing Slovakia; and junior Will Mays, representing

Argentina. In the World Court, sophomores Tho Nguyen and
Rahul Kumar represented Botswana in a case against Namibia
involving disputed land. Also, juniors William McGehee and
Hunter Edens represented Slovakia in a case against Hungary
involving a dispute over the use of a major dam project.
The outstanding performances of several MUS students were recognized at the closing ceremonies, where awards are given in various categories. In the General Assembly, awards are given for Best
Delegate and Best Resolution. Seniors Wilson Castleman and
John Catmur, both of the China delegation, were recognized as
Best Delegates, and junior Michael Stein, representing South
Africa, received an Honorable Mention. A Best Resolution award
was given to that South Africa delegation of Stein, junior Mark
McLeod, and junior Sam Goldstein. In the Security Council, the
Best Delegate award went to Erim Sarinoglu, representing China. In
the World Court, the award for the Best Written Memorial (similar to
a legal brief) went to Botswana: Tho Nguyen, Rahul Kumar, and
sophomore Matt Preston.
Elections were held in which juniors and sophomores could run
for 2007 Model UN leadership positions. Six MUS students were
successful. Sophomore Colin McDonald was elected General
Assembly Liaison. Junior Alexander Fones and sophomore
Harrison Rea were elected vice presidents of the General
Assembly. Sophomore Matthew Jehl was elected Security Council
Liaison. Our two highest officers next year will be Mazen Istanbouli,
president of the World Court, and Jack Montgomery, president of the
Security Council.
Thanks go to chaperone Dr. Reginald Dalle and Mrs.
Bonnie Barnes and her library staff for the assistance they provide
with country position papers and resolutions.
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by Mr. Barry Ray, Upper School Principal

STRAIGHT FROM THE TOP

T

here have been times when

administration foyer, at tables in the dining hall,

I have been asked to fill out

or in hallways during their free periods to com-

questionnaires or surveys regarding

plete academic assignments. We also have a

MUS, and invariably one of the questions is,

group of students who work as peer tutors, help-

“How many classrooms do you have?” I normal-

ing students in math, English, and science. These

ly just count up the physical classrooms found in

interactions benefit both tutors and the students

the school’s various buildings. If my count is cor-

they help. Nothing solidifies knowledge more

rect, we have 56 classrooms, labs, and lecture

than having to explain and teach it to another

halls in the Dunavant Upper School, Hull Lower

person.

School, McCaughan Science Center, Fisher Fine

While some of these non-traditional class-

Arts Wing, Hyde Library, and Campus Center. These are the spaces

rooms allow for academic work, the largest part of the education

where the academic portion of our boys’ education takes place.

achieved in them is of the non-traditional variety. Lessons in leader-

Through the hard work of our dedicated faculty and the multitude of

ship, friendship, service, humility, perseverance, and community are

class offerings in art, English, foreign languages, history, math, reli-

found in these classrooms. MUS strives to be an institution that edu-

gion, and science, MUS creates an education for boys that is unsur-

cates the whole man. The school desires to give a student excellent

passed in the Memphis area. Our students develop a bank of knowl-

academic preparation, while also creating opportunities for him to

edge from each subject they take, while they also develop the aca-

become a leader and servant. The best classroom for leadership and

demic skills necessary to tackle the challenges they will face when

service training comes in those non-traditional settings. It is in this

they leave us for college.

type of classroom setting that the school accomplishes another por-

This point was brought home to me recently when a group of

tion of the Mission Statement, “the development of well-rounded

young alumni, in Memphis for the Thanksgiving holiday, stopped by

young men of strong moral character.” We want our guys to suc-

the school. After the usual greetings, I asked about their academic

ceed at the highest level when they attempt academic work, athlet-

experiences at their new colleges and the preparation they had from

ics, theater productions, publications, and civic service work. Most

MUS. They unanimously stated that they not only felt well prepared,

of the time they accomplish that goal. Sometimes they fall short and

but that the teachers and the level of instruction they had at MUS

learn some valuable lessons from those experiences. Success is not

were both superior in many ways to what they faced now. This

always an automatic result of effort, but the effort to succeed is

group of alumni was not unusual in their observation. The part of

always important.

the Mission Statement, “Memphis University School is a college

One of my favorite historical figures to quote is President

preparatory school dedicated to academic excellence,” certainly is

Theodore Roosevelt: “It is hard to fail, but it is worse never to have

accomplished within the traditional classroom settings.

tried to succeed,” and “The only man who makes no mistakes is the

But it seems to me upon reflection on my 29 years at MUS that

man who never does anything.” Roosevelt’s quotes apply to both

we have many more “classrooms” where our boys learn. I see them

the traditional and non-traditional classrooms at MUS. It is inspiring

every day. The playing fields and courts, the civic service projects

to work at an institution where students are challenged to work hard

(both on and off campus), the work on the school publications, the

in the academic classroom and to push themselves in the classroom

¥

theater rehearsals and performances, and the interactions of stu-

of student endeavors outside the academic realm. Through both of

dents in the dining hall, senior lounge, locker hallways, library, and

these areas, MUS provides the best possible education for our boys

foyer areas provide a different type of classroom where students

– preparing them with lessons necessary to deal with life.

learn. They work together to master concepts in math, science, and
history and to practice language skills and vocabulary. They sit in the
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✩✩✩ Jehl, Yeung, and Porter Named
Academic All-Stars ✩✩✩

OWL NEWS
Mathletes Add Up Competition Wins
In October, ten Upper School students and Mr. Loyal Murphy
traveled to Knoxville for the Pro2Serve Mathematics Contest. More
than 700 students from across the state participated in both individual
and team competitions for the chance to win awards and scholarships.
In the individual division, all participants took a test, and the highest
50 scorers advanced to the final round of competition. Juniors Scott
Edwards and Jack Montgomery were among the 50 (out of 700)
to go on to the finals. Although they were not among the top 10
award winners, Edwards and Montgomery achieved quite a remarkable feat by making it to the final round of competition.
Edwards and seniors Stewart Gray and Jonathan Yeung represented MUS in the Math Bowl, the team portion of the contest. The
team advanced to the finals and finished second behind White Station
High School. The team also placed first in the small school division.
Because of the strong performance of the MUS contingent, the
school was awarded a cash prize. Students who participated in the contest were juniors Asad Dilawari, Edwards, Nelson Graham, Ross
Montague, and Montgomery; and seniors Ryan Foley, Gray,
Ragan Pitner, Sae Ho Song, and Yeung.

Seniors Andrew Jehl, Jonathan Yeung, and Ed Porter were recently recognized
as Academic All-Stars by The Commercial Appeal.

The Commercial Appeal recognized senior Andrew Jehl as an Academic
All-Star in November, senior Ed Porter in December, and senior Jonathan
Yeung in January. The newspaper’s Academic All-Stars program honors area
high school students who demonstrate not only academic excellence, but also
commitment to community service and involvement in school life. The CA gives
awards in several specific academic categories and for General Scholarship, recognizing students who have excelled in all academic fields. Jehl was one of five
winners in the General Scholarship category; Porter won in the Drama and
Speech category; and Yeung brought home the honor in Science.
In her nomination of Jehl, Director of College Guidance Dr. Emily Baer
cited his outstanding academic record, excellent standardized test scores, numerous honors, and the many ways in which he is involved at MUS and in the
greater community. She also noted that, “Andrew is never motivated by awards
or acclaim. The honors that he has accrued, and he has received almost every
honor MUS gives, are the byproducts of his genuine commitment to do his best
in every endeavor.”
In their nominating information for Porter, Dr. Baer and Mr. Andy Saunders
cited his commitment to and excellence in the performing arts. They lauded his
maturity and creativity as a theatrical performer, as well as his passion for learning and dedication to community service. Dr. Baer stated that “Ed takes joy in the
learning process, and he is dependable and responsible in his approach to his
work,” both on stage and in the classroom.
Dr. Baer, Mr. Mark Polk, and Dr. Michael Schwartz contributed the nominating information for Yeung, who has taken more science courses than most
students at MUS and has excelled in all of them. They noted his keen intellectual
mind, respect for others, tenacity, and
humility. “He thoughtfully explores the
material in his science courses and other
classes and very often asks the questions that allow the opportunity for
better explanation of complicated
concepts,” Baer stated. “All the
while, though, Jonathan
is not boastful about
his talents and
accomplishments
in class.”

Junior Scott Edwards and seniors Stewart Gray and Jonathan Yeung,
pictured with math instructor Loyal Murphy ’86, captured second
place at the Pro2Serve Math Bowl.

Senior Byron Tyler was awarded a Navy ROTC
Scholarship worth $180,000 to be used at any
college to which he is accepted with an ROTC
program.
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FIRST SEMESTER
Dean’s Scholars

Dean’s List

12th Grade

12th Grade

Ryan Foley
Ben Goldstein
Andrew Jehl
Alex Olinger

Will Aldridge
Drew Alston
Tyler Anthony
Bill Bell
Stephen Bowie
Alex Carter
John Catmur
Stephen Counce
Blake Cowan
Khang Dang
Miles DeBardeleben
Jay Edwards
Ashton Fisher
Stewart Gray
Ken Haltom
Drew Hammond
William Harris
Philip Heppel
Noah Ketler
William Lang
Chris McDonald
Chase Moore
Lee Moore
Austin Nauert
Clement Oigbokie
William Payne
Ragan Pitner
Ed Porter
Julian Prewitt
Erim Sarinoglu
Sae-Ho Song
John Stokes
Miles Tamboli
Kristof Tigyi
Hobbie Turley
Byron Tyler
Ferrell Varner
Dev Varma
Ben Waller
Jeffrey Webb
Simon Wigfield
McCauley Williams
Jeffrey Wright
Jonathan Yeung

11th Grade
Scott Edwards
Teddy Klug
Mark McLeod
Jack Montgomery
Peter Travis

10th Grade
Jackson Knight
Jim Moore

9th Grade
Andrew Chinn
Josh Feler
Sam Ferguson
Trip Freeburg
Chase Harriman
John Michael Hoyle
Brad Ringel
Reid Sanders
Will Taylor
Scott Vance

8th Grade
Forrest Baty
Jack Klug
Mason Soun
Kevin Szymkowicz
Bryan Zhang

7th Grade
Toby Baker
Britt Colcolough
Daniel Cunningham
Edward Francis
Charlie Freeburg
Danny Galvin
Eli Goldstein
Garrott Graham
Adam Greenberg
Daniel Harris
Wil Hergenrader
Carson House
Daniel McLeod
Mark Sorensen
Ross Warner
Max Weiss
Andrew Wilensky
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11th Grade
Morgan Arant
Sayle Atkinson
Paul Billings
Alan Blount
Conor Bolich
Roger Chu
Michael Cross
David Curran

L L S

CHOOL

Anthony Dang
Asad Dilawari
Matthew Edwards
Dima Falkner
Alexander Fones
Kent Francis
Watson George
Sam Goldstein
Adam Gordon
Nelson Graham
Travis Hamm
Rob Hartman
Jack Heflin
Robert Hoehn
Barrett Huggins
DeAndre Jones
Nathaniel Kastan
Stephen Maroda
William McGehee
Nick Nash
Christopher Poore
Will Pryor
Samir Sheth
Jay Snyder
Michael Sousoulas
Michael Stein
Patrick Stewart
Joshua Vieira
Blair Wright

10th Grade
Mark Beanblossom
Will Benton
John Carson
Will Carter
Drew Cornaghie
Robert Counce
Robert Cowan
Dylan Cunningham
Robert Duffley
Michael Edwards
Evan Elmore
Roy Fox
Drew Frisby
Matt Grisham
Lowell Hays
Barry Hillyer
Thomas Ivy
Matthew Jehl
Graham Jones
Coleman Kimbrough
Rahul Kumar
Evan Mah
Andrew Maroda
Ahmed Minhas
Tho Nguyen

Inside MUS

Brandon Parrish
Matthew Preston
Harrison Rea
Taylor Reed
John Riggins
David Ruben
John Rutledge
Wesley Shannon
Matthew Shelton
Will Stokes
Walt Wepfer

9th Grade
Joseph Amagliani
Blake Anderson
James Arnold
Mathieu Baker
Bobby Bell
Will Carruthers
Robert Cartwright
Edward Cates
Cameron Crawford
Adam Crow
Brian Davidoff
Conner Davis
Holt Edwards
Will Evans
Ted Fockler
Clayton Furr
Cliff Guyton
Sam Harris
Louis Jackson
Jon Kastan
Christian Kauffman
Amil Khan
Wade Laycook
Michael Lewandowski
Franklin Martin
Kevin Martin
Patrick Massey
Evans McCaul
John Austin Monteith
Emmett Montgomery
Holman Moores
Phillips Morrison
Kelly Myers
Jack Novotny
Gab Oigbokie
Wilson Orr
Ted Parsons
Jake Rudolph
Rocky Stone
John Straton
Colin Thomas
George Utkov
Austin Whittaker
Eli Wilder
Matt Williams
David Yanishevski

YEAR
8th Grade
Kyle Anderson
Elliott Collins
William Cross
Rob Dickinson
John Edwards
Johnny Gibson
Alex Jarratt
Clifton Jordan
Ethan Landau
Adit Malhotra
Hunter McLendon
Witt Meloni
Clint Montgomery
Matt Montsinger
William Parker
Chase Schoelkopf
Russell Scott
Carson Smith
Quay Stallworth
Drew Thibado
Richard Twardzik
David Ursic
J.P. Wheeler
Aaron Wolf
Jian Yin

7th Grade
Jordan Andershock
Max Barzel
David Brandon
Townes Buford
Chris Carter
John David Christman
Alex Crump
James Evans
Thomas Farnsworth
Nathan Franklin
Scott Freeburg
William George
Edward Good
John Grayson
Michael Green
Jake Greenstein
William Hammond
Allen Hartmann
Anthony Hodges
Joe Hoffsommer
Nick James
David Lee
Taylor Mays
Ashish Nathani
Robert Neel
George Ormseth
Lane Sally
Jazz Singh
John Sousoulas
Nate Utkov
Alex Weinstein
Heath Wilder

Dracula Baby

OWL NEWS
MUS Pilgrims
By Elizabeth Crosby

The cast of Dracula Baby gave the audience a great way
to get into the Halloween spirit.

by Andy Saunders
Just in time for Halloween, MUSt C Productions opened its season with
Dracula Baby, a zany musical romp through Transylvania and England, spoofing all the familiar horror characters: vampires, werewolves, zombies, witches,
mad doctors, and other assorted lovers of garlic, wolfbane, spiders, blood, etc.
This lively parody of the Bram Stoker novel follows a fame-obsessed Dracula
(Hunter Edens) as he leaves Transylvania for Hollywood and media glory.
He stops first in England for several “midnight snacks,” including many of the
inhabitants of Seward’s Sanitarium, run by befuddled Dr. Seward (Ed Porter).
Among his conquests are Seward’s ward Lucy (White Station student Lilla
Pivnick), loony Renfield (Alexander Fones), and the cute Nurse Plenty
(Cordova High School student Cassie Thompson).
Plot complications abound as members of the sanitarium try to thwart Dracula’s diabolical plans.
Aiding in the fight against Dracula are Arthur
(William McGehee), Lucy’s prudish fiancé, and
Heidelberg professor/vampire slayer Abraham Van
Helsing (Preston Battle).
In the struggle of “niceness against badness,”
Dracula’s henchmen include Barbara, the immigrant continental witch (St. Mary’s student Natalie
Hunter Edens plays Dracula.
Jacewicz), and two of the lonely, local werewolves,
Harry (John Carr) and Frank (Robert Duffley).
The comedy is finally resolved when Dracula’s love for Nurse Plenty results in
his doing a good deed, thereby making him mortal and saving him from the
ravages of garlic and sunlight. As the sun rises, Dracula and the nurse pledge to
marry and spend their honeymoon in Hollywood, while the united cast of
good guys and bad guys reprise the evening’s signature song “Dracula Baby.”
The cast included the musical and dance contributions of the Trio (St.
Mary’s students Amanda Castroverde and Erin Fischer and Cordova student
Caris Rowlett) and the characterizations of Grandmother (St. Mary’s student
Saba Dilawari), Beti (St. Mary’s student Lane Feler), and Friedl (Peter Travis).
The chorus of gypsies, inmates, and zombies included John Carr, Thomas
Castleman, Duffley, Will Mays, Brandon Parrish, Travis, Robert Vestal
and from various area girls’ schools: Kelsey Currie, Mary Katherine Chase,
Dilawari, Feler, Jessica Ferris, Caitlyn Gray, and Jacewicz.
Dracula Baby was directed by Mr. Andy Saunders. Musical direction was
provided by Mr. John Hiltonsmith, costumes by Debby Jacobs, and choreography by Kimberly Baker. The lighting design was by Roger Chu, and the
production was stage managed by Ferrell Varner. Special thanks to Mr. Flip
Eikner ’77 for his work on the scenic design.

MUS - The School for Boys

For the second year, a group of nine MUS
sophomores spent Fall Break on a pilgrimage to
the American historical and cultural roots in New
England. Led by Ms. Elizabeth Crosby and
Mr. Bill Taylor, students journeyed back in time
to explore Plymouth, Salem, Concord, and Boston.
Highlights included an afternoon at 17th-century
Plimoth Plantation and Wompanoag Homesite; a
hike around Walden Pond; and a tour of Minute
Man Park, including Old North Bridge.
Students who participated were Walter
Barnett, Robert Duffley, Barret Folk, Rhobb
Hunter, Cliff Jones, Matt Preston, Sam
Sorrelle, Will Stokes, and Steven Tutor.

(Top) Robert Duffley, Steven Tutor, and Rhobb Hunter touring
the 17th-century Richard Sparrow House in Plymouth
(Center) Steven Tutor dressed the part of a patriot in Boston.
(Bottom) The group at the reconstruction of Henry David
Thoreau’s cabin at Walden Pond in Concord
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HONORS

The SCALES of Justice

LOWER SCHOOL STUDENTS
EARN MID-TERM HONORS
In January, Lower School teachers were asked to nominate
several students who they felt excelled or improved significantly
throughout the course of the first semester. The students chosen
were honored at a special Lower School assembly in which their
nominating teachers spoke about their achievements. In addition to
this recognition, the students also received MUS paraphanalia from
the Schaeffer Bookstore.
The ceremony was both a celebration of the successes of first
semester and a chance for the teachers and administration to
encourage all Lower School students to grow and improve over the
course of the second semester. Awards recipients were:
— 8th Grade —
Most Improved in Academics, nominated by Dr. Winfrey:
Elliott Collins and Jian Yin
Best Class Participation, nominated by Dr. Winfrey:
Clint Montgomery, Quay Stallworth, Alex Jarrett,
and Jack Klug
Hustle Award, nominated by Coach Gehres:
John Hollingsworth and Jordan Keesee
Community Creed Spirit Award, nominated by Coach Gehres:
Clifton Jordan and J. P. Wheeler
Most Improved in Academics, nominated by Mr. Shelton:
Taylor Jordan
Best Class Participation, nominated by Mr. Russell:
Carson Smith
Community Creed Scholarship Award, nominated by Mr. Russell:
Chase Schoelkopf

Students journeyed to the Shelby County Courthouse to participate in the
Tennessee Supreme Court’s SCALES Program.

In November, 15 students, led by Mr. Guy Amsler and Ms. Elizabeth
Crosby, had a brush with the law at the Shelby County Courthouse. MUS was
one of 20 schools chosen from throughout Shelby County to participate in the
Tennessee Supreme Court’s SCALES (Supreme Court Advancing Legal Education
for Students) Project, the culmination of which was the opportunity to hear an
actual case argued before the state’s highest court. The Supreme Court relocated
to Memphis from Jackson for the day in order to give area students a better
understanding and appreciation of the justice system.
Throughout the fall semester, students met with local lawyers Scott May ’61,
Bruce Smith ’66, and Lynn Thompson and Judge W. Frank Crawford to review
the legal system and particulars of the case that they would be observing, Shaun
Hoover v. State of Tennessee. And on November 14, the students went to the
courthouse to hear oral arguments in the case. They will meet again in the
spring, after the Supreme Court releases its written decision, to discuss the case’s

Jordan Keesee and John Hollingsworth received
the Hustle Award from Coach Gehres.

— 7th Grade —
Most Improved in Academics, nominated by Coach Tenent:
Jace Watkins, Max Barousse, and Michael Green
Community Creed Spirit Award, nominated by Mrs. Burke:
Anthony Hodges

outcome.
Participants in the SCALES Project were seniors John Carr, John Catmur,
Wilson Castleman, Chris McDonald, John Reinhardt, and Erim
Sarinoglu; juniors Roger Chu, Hunter Edens, Mazen Istanbouli, William
McGee, Mike Stein, and Peter Travis; and sophomores Robert Duffley, Cliff
Jones, and Tho Nguyen.

Owls Become Eagles

Wilson Orr
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Mac McCormack

In November, two MUS students were recognized for attaining the rank of Eagle Scout. This designation is the culmination of
the boys’ many years of dedication to the Boy Scouts of America and places them in a very special group. Only 5 percent of Boy
Scouts nationwide achieve this goal.
Freshman Wilson Orr, a member of Chickasaw Council Troop 55, focused on renovating lockers in a Berclair Elementary
School classroom for his Eagle Project. Wilson’s work also converted the lockers into a word wall that allows students to manipulate magnetic words into sentences, which in turn improves their grammatical skills.
Senior Mac McCormack, a member of Boy Scout Troop 241, cleared trees, vines, and debris from a burial site at the Ames
Plantation, a 19th century working plantation near Grand Junction, Tennessee, for his Eagle Project. He also helped construct a
fence around the property.
They join several other extraordinary MUS students who are Eagle Scouts, including Patrick Nenon and Eric Catmur who
achieved Eagle Scout status last year.

Inside MUS

FOOTBALL OWLS PLAY FIRST
SEASON IN NEW STADIUM

NEWS

C

oming off two consecutive 11-1 seasons ending in state titles, the varsity
football team entered 2006 as a marked team facing its most competitive schedule ever. Duplicating the previous two seasons would be extremely
difficult. The Owls would meet two defending state champions, two state runners-up, and four other strong conference opponents. Yet the team prepared
hard during the preseason and readied themselves for August.
The Owls began the season well as they defeated defending 4-A state
runner-up Melrose, 17-14, at the Liberty Bowl in the Bridges Kickoff Classic.
After that emotional win, the squad boarded a plane the next week to travel
to Jacksonville, Florida, to take on national power Nease (FL) in the Bill Bates
Charity Classic. The Panthers were too much for MUS on that muggy day,
handing the Owls their first loss of the year.
MUS opened their home and conference schedule in game three against
MBA. In a defensive struggle, the Owls upended their Nashville rival, 10-7,
in an exciting game. Players and fans alike also celebrated the opening of
the new Multi-Sports Stadium, featuring new artificial turf on Hull-Dobbs Field.
However, the Owls could not capitalize on the win as they lost four of
their next five games, defeating only Northside, 48-0. In that span, MUS
was competitive against some outstanding teams and had opportunities in all
the games, but they ultimately could not prevail despite playing very hard.
With two regular-season games remaining, MUS needed to win both to
advance to the playoffs, and they did just that. They first beat Kingsbury,
34-6, in the Homecoming game and then ended the regular season with
a win over Briarcrest, 35-0, to earn the playoff berth.
In the quarterfinal round, the Owls traveled to Chattanooga to face
Baylor, who had defeated MUS, 22-20, in the regular season. Despite
setting several offensive records, the Owls ultimately fell to the Red Raiders,
ending the season at 5-6.

Though the team did not reach its ultimate
goal, Coach Alston and the staff were very
proud of the squad because of the character
the players displayed throughout the season.
They now say goodbye to 29 senior players
and two senior managers who had such a
large role in the unprecedented success of this
program over the last three years.

Seniors John Stokes, Buck Towner, Will Aldridge, and Ben Stallworth
were recognized for their contributions to the football team as
captains at the Football Banquet.

Seniors celebrated the end of their MUS football careers at their
final Football Banquet.

The football team enjoyed playing on Hull-Dobbs Athletic Field’s new artificial turf.

MUS - The School for Boys
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Stokes Named Mr. Football

NEWS
2006 MUS Football Awards
Team Awards
Position Awards
Offensive Line – Tyler Horn
Offensive Receiver – Stephen Bowie
Offensive Back – Michael Park
Defensive Line – Buck Towner
Linebacker – John Stokes
Secondary – DeAndre Jones
Special Teams – Drew Alston • Zach Scott
Special Awards
Slobberknocker Award – DeAndre Jones
Steve Minkin Headhunter Award
Ben Stallworth
Holiday Ham-Trey Jordan “Do Right” Award
Jay Edwards
Dan Griffin Spirit Award
Buck Towner • Neely Mallory
W.S. Roberts MVP Award
Offense – Tyler Horn
Defense – John Stokes

As a finalist for the 2006 American
General Mr. Football Division II AAA
Lineman of the Year, John Stokes attended the awards luncheon at Nashville’s
Opryland Hotel in late November, accompanied by his family and Coach Bobby
Alston.
He understood that winning the award
would not be easy because he was competing against two of the most dominant
defensive players in the state, A.J. Greene
of Brentwood Academy and Chris Walker
of CBHS. However, despite the competition, Stokes won the prestigious award,
becoming only the school’s third Mr.
Football winner.
He was honored with the recognition
and the positive publicity for MUS and its
football team. "It was quite an honor to
be named Mr. Football. There are a lot of
great players in our league, and to be

Senior John Stokes, pictured here with
Coach Bobby Alston, was named the division
Mr. Football award winner at a luncheon
in Nashville.

considered one of the best was very
exciting. I have loved every minute of my
football career and am thankful that I
have had such a great group of guys to
play with for four years."

National Signing Day

2006 All-Star Selections
Murphy Fair Pre-Season All-State Team
Drew Alston • Tyler Horn
John Stokes • Buck Towner
TSSAA Mr. Football D-II AAA Lineman
John Stokes
Liberty Bowl High School All-Star Team
Drew Alston • Tyler Horn • Ben Stallworth
The Commercial Appeal Shelby-Metro Elite
Football Team
John Stokes
The Commercial Appeal Best of the Preps
All Metro Football Team,
Private Schools Division
Drew Alston • Tyler Horn • Ben Stallworth
John Stokes • Buck Towner
Super 7 Coaches All-State Team
Drew Alston • Tyler Horn
John Stokes • Buck Towner
Super 7 Coaches All-State Team
Honorable Mention
Will Aldridge • Stephen Bowie
Jay Edwards • DeAndre Jones
Michael Park • Zach Scott
Ben Stallworth
TSWA Division II All-State Team
Drew Alston • Tyler Horn • John Stokes
The Tennessean “Dream Team”
John Stokes
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Tyler Horn, Chase Moore, John Stokes, Drew Alston, Zach Scott

F

IVE MUS FOOTBALL PLAYERS will be trading in their Owl jerseys for a different uniform next season. These
seniors marked National Signing Day, February 7, 2007, by gathering in the Weiner Hospitality Room with
their friends, families, and coaches to make commitments to play college football: Drew Alston will be going
to Cornell University as a punter; Tyler Horn to the University of Miami as an offensive lineman; Chase
Moore to Rhodes College as a running back; Zach Scott to San Diego State as a kicker; and John Stokes
to Vanderbilt University as a linebacker.
The ceremony marked the end of their illustrious MUS football careers. As team members, this group of seniors amassed a 31-15 record for the football Owls over the last four years and went undefeated in three Bridges
Kickoff Classic appearances. Their leadership guided the football team to back-to-back state championships for
the first time in the history of the school. These athletes garnered numerous accolades for individual performances
throughout their careers, but their shared legacy will be their commitment to the betterment of the team and
pride in their accomplishments, teammates and coaches, and the school.

Inside MUS

CROSS-COUNTRY HAS SOLID SEASON
With their eighth-place finish at the Division II State Meet in Nashville in
early November, the MUS cross-country team completed a memorable season. Seniors provided leadership through action, and underclassmen gained
valuable experience. Though the first meet on the varsity schedule was the
Jamboree in late August, the season actually began immediately after the
2005 state meet, as Coach Joe Tyler and the returning runners looked forward to 2006. To accomplish their goal of going to state, the Owls knew
what they had to do; their success depended on their work during the summer
months. Consequently, the team put in long hours over the summer and
logged hundreds of miles in the intense Memphis heat.
Coming off the state runner-up performance in 2005 and losing seven
key seniors from that group, the Owls knew it would be tough to duplicate
such an outstanding finish. However, the team ran hard and represented the
school well. They finished fourth at the Frank Horton Invitational; twelfth at the
Jesse Owens Invitational in Moulton, Alabama; and fifth in the Shelby County
Championships.
Much of the team’s success can be attributed to the seniors. Stephen
Counce and Ken Haltom understood the team concept and ran for their
teammates throughout their high school careers. Coach Tyler realizes the
importance of these young men and appreciates their leadership: “Stephen
and Ken bought into our philosophy several years ago – in order to accomplish great things as an individual, you must have a cause greater than your
own. These guys loved that team mentality and prospered because of it.”
Much of the squad continued to work hard as the season progressed,
fighting through the heat and humidity of the summer and proving Coach
Tyler’s belief that “winning is inconvenient.” Looking at their competition in the region, they knew that they would have to run their
best at the regional meet to advance once again to the state
meet.
Though they did not win the region for what would be the
seventh consecutive year, the Owls ran well enough to claim a
spot at the state meet. Haltom continued his impressive year by
coming in first, once again demonstrating that he is one of the
best high school runners in the South. Despite a solid effort, the
team fell to seven other schools at the state meet, placing eighth
in a field of 11 teams. However, they did defeat St. Benedict, a
school that had beaten them at the regional meet. So the team
has something to build on heading into
the 2007 season.
Senior Ken Haltom led the

Park Signs to Play
at Ole Miss

Michael Park will follow in the footsteps of head baseball coach
Marc MacMillan ’92 as an Ole Miss baseball player.

Senior Michael Park has signed to play
baseball for the University of Mississippi next
year. Park, a 6’1”, 195-pound right-handed
pitcher and third baseman, has been a twotime All-State selection and was instrumental
in the Diamond Owls earning the school’s first
State Tournament win, in which he threw a
complete game against Knoxville Webb, and
second State Tournament bid. In
the 2006 season, he posted a
record of 10-1 in 62.67 total
innings pitched, allowing only 44
hits and 14 earned runs while
recording 92 strikeouts and 1.56
earned run average. Offensively,
Park hit .343 with 31 runs batted
in and 31 runs scored.
The senior’s ability to excel
in multiple sports has been an
integral part of the Owls’ success
on both the baseball diamond

pack all year on his way to a
Commercial Appeal “Best of
the Preps” nomination.

and the football field, where he
led the 2006 Diamond Owls to
the State Semifinals and quarterbacked the 2005 State Championship football
team.
Michael voiced his enthusiasm about his
college choice. “Ole Miss is where I’ve always
wanted to go,” he said. “They’ve been really
successful for the past few years, and I am
impressed with the players, coaches, and
facilities. It seems like a great fit.”

The varsity cross-country team placed eighth at the state meet.
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UPCOMING SPORTS
VARSITY BASEBALL
Mar. 14-17
METRO INVITATIONAL
Mar. 14
Olive Branch at MUS
Mar. 14
White Station at MUS
Mar. 15
Arlington at MUS
Mar. 16
Cordova at MUS
Mar. 17
St. Augustine (LA) at MUS

4:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
6:00 PM

Mar. 22-24
Mar. 23
Mar. 23
Mar. 24
Mar. 24

SCENIC CITY CLASSIC (Chattanooga)
Creek Wood at Ringgold HS
TBD at Ringgold HS
TBD at McCallie
TBD

1:00 PM
TBD
TBD
TBD

Mar. 27
Mar. 29
Mar. 30
Apr. 1
Apr. 3

MUS at St. Benedict
St. Benedict at MUS
Germantown at MUS
MUS at Germantown
MUS at St. George’s

5:00 PM
5:30 PM
6:00 PM
5:00 PM
7:00 PM

Apr. 4-7
Apr. 4
Apr. 5
Apr. 6
Apr. 7

USA CLASSIC
Carrollton (GA) at CBHS
TBD
TBD
TBD

3:00 PM
TBD
TBD
TBD

Apr. 10
Apr. 12
Apr. 13
Apr. 16
Apr. 17
Apr. 20
Apr. 21
Apr. 24
Apr. 26
Apr. 27
Apr. 28
Apr. 29
May 1
May 5
May 10-18
May 22-26

ECS at MUS
MUS at ECS
MUS at Batesville (AR)
MUS at Harding
Harding at MUS
Jackson Christian at MUS
Jackson Christian at MUS
CBHS at MUS
MUS at CBHS
MUS at Ridgeway
Arlington at MUS
MUS at Briarcrest
Briarcrest at MUS
MUS at Brentwood
REGIONAL TOURNAMENT
STATE TOURNAMENT in Nashville

VARSITY LACROSSE
(subject to change – check website for updates)
Feb. 24
Memphis Lacrosse Jamboree
Mar. 8
MUS at Ravenwood
Mar. 9
MUS at McCallie
Mar. 21
MICDS (MO) at MUS
Mar. 30
Father Ryan at MUS
Mar. 31
USN at MUS
Apr. 5
MUS at MBA
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Apr. 11
Apr. 13
Apr. 14
Apr. 19
Apr. 24
May 2
May 18
May 19

Houston at MUS
MUS at Lovett (GA)
MUS at Pace Academy (GA)
CBHS at MUS
MUS vs. Houston @ TBD
MUS vs. CBHS @ Tom Nix
TSLA SEMI-FINALS
TSLA FINALS

7:30 PM
TBD
TBD
7:30 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM

VARSITY SOCCER
Mar. 22
MUS at Harding
5:00 PM
Mar. 27
Collierville at MUS
6:30 PM
Mar. 29
CBHS at MUS
7:00 PM
Apr. 3
Portland at MUS
6:30 PM
Apr. 5
Kingsbury at MUS
5:30 PM
Apr. 7
MBA at MUS
12:00 PM
Apr. 10
MUS at St. George’s
7:00 PM
Apr. 12
MUS at Briarcrest
6:30 PM
Apr. 17
Ridgeway at MUS
5:30 PM
Apr. 19
MUS at St. Benedict
7:00 PM
Apr. 24
ECS at MUS
7:30 PM
Apr. 25
Houston at MUS
6:30 PM
Apr. 27-28
Germantown Invitational
TBA
May 1
MUS vs. Germantown @ Farmington Elem.
May 9-18
REGIONAL TOURNAMENT
May 23
STATE QUARTERFINALS
May 24
STATE SEMI-FINALS
May 26
STATE FINALS
VARSITY TENNIS
Mar. 23-24
Buckhead Rotary Tournament (Atlanta)
Mar. 28
University School of Jackson at MUS 3:30 PM
Apr. 6-7
National High School Invitational Tournament (Atlanta)
Apr. 17
MUS at University School of Jackson 3:30 PM
Apr. 27-28
MBA Tournament (Nashville)
May 5-6
MUS Invitational Tournament
May 22
STATE TEAM TOURNAMENT
May 23-24
STATE INDIVIDUAL TOURNAMENT

7:00 PM
4:00 PM
6:30 PM
4:15 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
12:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
4:30 PM
2:30 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
TBD

TRAP SHOOTING
WEEK OF

TBD
4:30 PM
3:30 PM EST
7:30 PM
7:30 PM
TBD
7:00 PM

Inside MUS

January 28th
February 4th
February 11th
February 18th
February 25th
March 4th
March 18th
March 25th
April 1st
April 22nd

Cordova
Collierville
CBHS
Houston
Bolton
SGHS
Germantown
Arlington
Briarcrest
ECS

SCTP Shoots:
April 28-29 / May 5-6
June 29-July 1

Regional Shoot
State Shoot

See website for updates on all MUS sports: www.musowls.org

SEVENTH-GRADE FOOTBALL
POSTS WINNING SEASON
Led by a knowledgeable and dedicated coaching staff, the

NEWS

seventh-grade football team completed its 2006 season with a 5-3
record, having defeated some formidable competition this year.

LOWER SCHOOL

Quarterback Toby Baker led the Owl offense, and the talented players around him complemented him well. Linemen Ben
Benton, Britt Colcolough, Jackson Cross, Daniel Cunningham,
and Jace Watkins provided protection up front that allowed the
offense to be successful.
When MUS ran the ball, Alex Dale, Q Jennings, and Jerrick
White took most of the carries and provided MUS with an outstanding rushing attack. And when Baker dropped back to pass,
he had a talented array of receivers from which to choose,
including wide receivers Victor Cole,
Garrott Graham, Spencer Gruber, and
Robert Neel; and tight ends Wil
Hergenrader and Heath Wilder.
Defensively, the Owls had a
very aggressive approach.
Defensive linemen Cross, James
David Duke, Danny Galvin,
Jordan Owens, and White
played well at the line of
scrimmage, allowing linebackers Dale, Nick
James, Jennings,
Nicholas Vergos,
and John Shields
Wilson to make
tackles.

Seventh-grader Spencer Gruber ran over the competition.

When opponents tried to throw, they rarely found success as the secondary,
comprised of Baker, Cole, Edward Francis, Graham, Gruber, and
Neel, rarely left any receivers open.
MUS started the season slowly, losing two close games to

Eighth-Grade Owls Capture League
Championship After Undefeated Season
The eighth-grade football team continued the school’s tradition
of outstanding athletics by completing their 2006 season undefeated and claiming another Shelby League championship.
Led by coaches Bobby Wade ’84, John Barton ’95,
Billy Bernard, Larry Heathcott, David Thompson ’02,
and Jay Webb, the Owls were rarely challenged as they averaged more than 25 points per game.
Clifton Jordan ran the offense from the quarterback position; he was very efficient and made good decisions. He had
some talented backs to hand off to, including Forrest Baty,
Kevin Lomax, and Jian Yin.
These backs were successful this season because of good
blocking, provided by linemen Chris Carter, Conner
Caruthers, Boyd Culbreath, Zach Erickson, Adrian
Herenton, Ben Roberts, and Chip Williams; and fullback
Jordan Keesee. Clifton Jordan also had some athletic receivers
to throw to, including Sam Cox, Jake Deason, Jason
Manis, Wells Prather, and Quay Stallworth.
The team’s strong defense allowed only 64 points all year.
Defensive stalwarts included linemen Caruthers, Culbreath,
Erickson, Herenton, Prather, Roberts, and Russell Scott; linebackers Carter, Terrence Cole, Henry Dickinson, and
Keesee; and defensive backs Baty, Manis, and Yin.
The Owls had claimed regular-season victories over county
schools Houston, Arlington, Bolton, Millington, Germantown, and
Bartlett, and over private schools Briarcrest and ECS before
advancing to the title game.
In the championship game MUS took on a talented Collierville
squad and ultimately overcame the Dragons, 14-6, to take the
title. Congratulations to the team and coaches on their fine season.

Houston and Briarcrest. However, they
rebounded well to win five of their final six
games, defeating Arlington, Bolton, ECS,
Millington, and Bartlett.
Unfortunately, the Owls lost a coin
flip to ECS to advance to the title game.
Despite not winning the championship, the
team and Coaches Jim Burnett ’83, Craig
Christenbury ’83, Rankin Fowlkes, Drew
Harris ’83, Mark Pera ’99, and Scott
Williams ’85 should be commended for a
good season.
The eighth-grade football team celebrated its second Shelby League Championship
after an undefeated season.
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Dr. Harkins Attracts
Media Attention

T

his fall marked the debut of Memphis Leaders, a leadership training initiative of the
Hull Lower School. Integrating traditional academics with extracurricular activities,
alumni involvement, prominent speakers, field trips into the community, counseling, and student support services, Memphis Leaders aims to provide a variety of
experiences that will enhance each boy’s leadership potential. The fundamental goal of the
program is to make students more aware of themselves (their strengths, weaknesses, goals,
and interests) and how they can best make a positive impact on those around them.
Under the guidance of Coordinator of Memphis Leaders Eddie Batey, the Lower
School students were exposed to many speakers and experiences in the inaugural semester
of the program. Several role models talked to the boys on topics including personal responsibility, how an MUS education can prepare them for the future, and the importance of knowing the history of the school or community that you represent. Among the speakers were
Headmaster Ellis Haguewood, MUS board chairman Trow Gillespie ’65, teacher and
head basketball coach Jerry Peters, and alumnus and eighth-grade football coach Bobby
Wade ’84. Temple Brown ’80, a professional filmmaker,
taught the students video editing in anticipation of future
Trow Gillespie ’65,
Memphis Leaders plans to film guest speakers and create
Chairman of the
MUS Board of
“virtual” field trips. Student Council President Preston
Trustees, spoke to
Battle and Civic Service Organization (CSO)
the Lower School
students as part
President Steven Thompson also spoke to
of the Memphis
Leaders program.
the boys about student leadership.

In November, WKNO producer Susan
Shelton invited Dr. John Harkins, the Ross
McCain Lynn Chair of History, to videotape an
interview on the station’s “Real People with Bill
Waters” show. The program searches out,
engages, and interviews people who make a
difference in the Memphis community. Waters
interviews a variety of local individuals on
widely divergent topics. “As a proponent of (or
propagandist for) our area’s history, I was
delighted to participate,” says Harkins.
“Real People” highlights “some of the most
The Lower School students also participated in several projects designed to help them
unique and interesting characters in our area,”
understand the brain, bases of behavior, and how personality type influences action. Dr.
according to WKNO. The episode, which aired
Richard Smeyne, a development neurobiologist from St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital,
January 12, was all about Dr. Harkins. Waters
talked about the marvels of brain development and what a healthy brain requires. Brandon
asked him questions about unique aspects of
Tidwell, a representative of the Leadership Academy, worked with eighth-grade stulocal history, about research and
writing history, and about “working
dents to develop a personality profile called Personality Dimensions for each boy. The
with high school boys in the domain
benefit of this project is helping the students understand that everyone has different
of the arcane,” as Harkins puts it.
strengths and weaknesses; people need to best understand their own traits in order to
On the local history topics, they
channel them into productive leadership roles.
reviewed the roles of the West
Community involvement is an important aspect of the Memphis Leaders program.
Tennessee Historical Society and the
At the beginning of the school year, the boys raised $500 for Oratorio Don Bosco,
availability of Paul Coppock’s classic
books on Memphis history.
an organization that aids children in East Timor, founded by Nobel Prize winner Jose
Harkins is president of the West
Ramos-Horta. In September, the Lower School CSO led a can drive in order to conTennessee Historical Society and
tribute to an Upper School donation effort. The Lower School students also participatwrites a column on local history for
ed in a graffiti-removal project with the Memphis chapter of the Southern Christian
Dr. John Harkins
The Best Times, Memphis’s monthly
Leadership Conference in November.
periodical for senior citizens. He has taught
These
activities, in addition to other leadership-related presentations and the eighthhistory at MUS for 23 years and is the author
of the MUS Century Book. He also wrote The
grade boys’ participation in Facing History and Ourselves, have contributed to a great start
New Orleans Cabildo – Colonial Louisiana's
for the Memphis Leaders program. Through personal testimonials from leaders, scientific
First City Government: 1769-1803 and
inquiry into brain behavior, exploration of history, and community involvement, the Lower
Metropolis of the American Nile, an illustrated
School students are becoming more aware of who they are and how they can, individually
history of Memphis and Shelby County.

LEARNING
TO

LEAD

or as a group, make a positive impact on the community around them.
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Open House Welcomes Visitors
by Danny Kahalley, Director of Admissions

O

N OCTOBER 29, MUS HOSTED ITS ADMISSIONS OPEN HOUSE, and
the faculty welcomed the largest crowd ever to the annual event. One
hundred and sixty-five families – approximately 600 individuals total –

visited MUS. The visitors included 47 families from public schools, 115 families from
independent schools, and 3 families from home schools.
The program included a tour of the campus led by junior and senior Student

Prospective families enjoyed the sounds of
Beg To Differ in the Thomas Amphitheater
during Open House.

Ambassadors and ninth-grade hosts, presentations regarding need-based financial
aid and the admissions process, an opportunity to interact with faculty representing
all the academic departments, and a short performance by Beg To Differ. More than
100 parent, alumni, student, and faculty volunteers assisted with making guests feel
welcome and informed.
Open House is just one of many experiences that prospective families have with
MUS as they search for the right school community for their sons. The program
provided a relaxed opportunity for visitors to experience the campus, culture, and
people that define the excellence of our school.
Seniors Ben Waller and Jeffrey Webb (in back)
gave their tour group insights into MUS life.

Students volunteered their Sunday afternoon to give tours to prospective students and families.
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A

t the beginning of the school year, the Civic Service Organization’s executive committee
devised a goal that was simple to say but challenging to put into action: to involve every
single student in some form of hands-on service during the course of the year. The group
aimed to make the CSO a devoted work force for the betterment of the MUS community and the
city of Memphis as a whole.
Under the leadership of Chairman Steven Thompson, the CSO spent the first semester helping the student body get its collective hands dirty. Students participated in activities such as tutoring students from the Emmanuel Center and ringing bells to collect money for the Salvation Army.
They helped clear out the overgrown Zion Cemetery and worked in neighborhoods around the
city refurbishing homes and businesses. Students cleaned cages at the Memphis Humane Society
and donated blood. While participating in these various hands-on endeavors, the students also
collected toys and cans to give to local charities during the holidays.
The CSO’s activities were not limited to getting MUS students involved. They partnered with
Hutchison School to hold a weekend-long retreat at Service Over Self, during which they began
renovating a home in Memphis’s Binghamton neighborhood. The CSO, along with Hutchison and
St. Mary’s Episcopal School, held the second annual Gobble Gala dance, which raised more than
$6,000 for the Memphis Food Bank. In fact, MUS students helped raise nearly $10,000 during the
first semester to benefit local charities and organizations!
The efforts of the CSO and the entire student body have had an impact on countless people
throughout Memphis, and along the way, that goal of 100 percent participation is coming close to
being realized.

CELEBRATING

SERVICE

(l-r) Scott McClintock, Jack Heflin, and Robert Tipton hauled away a tree at
Zion Cemetery.

Steven Thompson, Michael Cross, Luke Jensen, Lee Moore, Jared Davis, Jay Edwards,
and Stephen Maroda (front) collected Toys for Tots.

Senior Wyatt Harris, freshman Bryan Crenshaw, sophomore John Rutledge, and senior
Jay Edwards sorted almost 20 pallets of food at the Memphis Food Bank for distribution
to local food pantries, shelters, and soup kitchens.

Preston Battle, John Stokes, Jay Edwards, and friends from Hutchison cleaning up at the
Service Over Self retreat
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Facing History With Co-Edge
How do groups establish exclusivity? What would the ideal
society be like? How could so many people have followed Hitler?
These are among the many questions about prejudice, belonging,
and history that eighth-grade MUS boys and seventh- and eighthgrade Hutchison girls explore through the Facing History and
Ourselves curriculum.
Facing History and Ourselves is a national organization dedicated to promoting tolerance, respect, and civic participation in
young people. Facing History and Ourselves provides Memphisarea teachers with programs and resources that help them examine racism, prejudice, and anti-Semitism with their students.
Through the Co-Edge program, MUS and Hutchison teachers and
students have been active with the organization for three years.
The Lower School students participated in four Facing History
sessions in the fall and early spring semester. Using the Holocaust
as a topic to frame group discussions, the sessions dealt specifically
with creating identity, exploring ideas of membership and otherness, trying to construct an ideal society, choosing to participate,
Hutchison and MUS students filled the Dunavant Lecture Hall
for the Facing History and Ourselves program.

and examining the Hitler Youth and its effective recruiting tools.
Students were encouraged to look deeper into history, drawing
parallels between the past and the present. By watching videos,

student Bryan Zhang. His classmate Ethan Landau stated, “By going

journaling, and engaging in small-group discussions, the students

through the Facing History and Ourselves program, I have learned more

gain insights into civic responsibility and moral action. “Facing

about how the past can affect people’s views on other races and reli-

History and Ourselves allows me to comprehend my own past and

gions. It makes me think about my own beliefs and why I am the way

advance from it, which is very inspirational,” said eighth-grade

I am.”

Lower School Model UN
by Whit Tenent ’00, Lower School Sponsor

T

HIRTY LOWER SCHOOL STUDENTS participated in the
2006 YMCA Model United Nations on December 1. The
day was full of activity, as the students debated legislative
issues similar to those that the UN regularly tackles. The students
represented countries of their choosing and argued to have specific resolutions passed by the General Assembly. Resolutions
covered issues ranging from the reinstitution of DDT to fight the
growing malaria problem in Thailand to the rise of the NeoNazi movement in Germany. The topics were extremely controversial and made for a very exciting conference.
Eighth-grade students Will Rasch and James Akers had
the opportunity to present their proposal concerning broadening
education in Iran. Their classmates Clint Montgomery,
Taylor Bates, and Johnny Baddour were recognized as
the best delegation for passage of their resolution involving the
reinstatement of DDT. Eighth-graders Alex Jarratt and
Montgomery and seventh-grader Nicholas Rouse were all
recognized as best delegates. The boys represented themselves
and their school extremely well. Congratulations to all who participated.

Seventh and eighth graders practiced their diplomatic skills at the Lower School Model UN.
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Ask Ellis
Ask Ellis seeks to clarify parents’
questions about life at MUS. If you
have a question for the headmaster
about school policies, procedures, or
traditions, please send it to Inside
MUS Editor Kate Metcalf at
kate.metcalf@musowls.org.
Dear Ellis,
My son is new to MUS this year,
and I don’t really know the boys in
his class or their parents. Should I be
worried when he goes to parties with
his classmates or spends the night
with friends?
Concerned Mom
Worried isn’t the right word, but of
course you should always be interested in
where your son is, what he’s doing, and
with whom. You have the responsibility
and every right to meet your son’s friends
and their parents. The Safe Home Pledge
that you and other parents sign at the
beginning of the school year asserts that
all of us welcome a phone call from other
parents about supervision at parties and
discussion of rules and shared values.
At the beginning of the school year, we

send out the Faces book, which helps
you identify your son’s classmates by
name or by face. The U-Book gives you
the names, addresses, and phone numbers of students and parents.
The Parents’ Association provides
opportunities for you to meet other
parents as you work on projects for
the school. Grade-level parent parties, the Parent to Parent program, and
coffees with Lower School Principal Clay
Smythe provide forums for parents to
meet, connect, and talk about their sons.
Our Counseling Department offers the
MUS Parent Speaker Series and Parent
Book Club, opportunities for parents to
meet one another, share tips, and discuss
issues relevant to raising teenage boys.
The Safe Home Program lets us know
which of our parents want to communicate with other parents and which have
promised to provide supervision when students are at their home and assurance that
no illegal drug and alcohol consumption
will take place there. At MUS, we do much
to create a connected group of parents
who communicate, explore parenting
issues, share advice from their personal

experiences, and create a culture that does
not tolerate alcohol and drug use.
Dear Ellis,
My son left for school this Friday
wearing a bright green jacket, checked
tie, and plaid pants that look like
they’re from the 70s. Was he in violation of the dress code?
Dad of a Fashion Disaster
By wearing a coat and tie and keeping
his shirttail tucked into belted pants, he
stayed within the bounds of the dress code
(whether he stayed within the bounds of
good taste is another matter). At MUS, we
have standards of dress and grooming
(see pages 40-41 of the U-Book for a complete list) that we take seriously. Our dress
code policy states that acceptability of
dress depends heavily on neatness.
However, we also understand that boys
sometimes like to get a little creative. As
long as your son dresses neatly, sticks to
the dress code, and is not a distraction to
others, he can make some of these more
unusual clothing choices. Of course, we
have adults who make the call on whether
his clothing is “distracting” to others.

Beg To Differ, who last semester performed for President Bush, sang the National Anthem at the FedEx Forum
before the Grizzlies played the Lakers.
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FROM THE KEMMONS WILSON LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT & COUNSELING CENTER

INSIGHTS
about Alive at 25, an education program

The MUS Parent Speaker Series offered
three educational programs first semester,

that promotes safe driving in teenagers. Mr.

with 40-60 parents attending each of the pre-

Gutch provided parents with useful informa-

sentations. These programs provided signifi-

tion to share with their teens about the dan-

cant information on current parenting topics

gers of using cell phones or listening to loud

and promoted a valuable exchange of ideas

music while driving. Gutch encouraged par-

among parents. The first speakers in

ents to keep abreast of what is going on in

September were Glenn Hall and Roger Waitt

their sons’ social lives – knowing where
they are spending their evenings and deter-

from Freedom from Chemical Dependency
Dallas Dallosta, task force officer from the
FBI Crimes Against Children Task Force

(FCD). These former addicts enlightened

mining their sobriety when they come

parents on their responsibilities in setting high standards for

home for the night (“Give them a hug and smell their

abstinence from alcohol and drugs for their teens.

breath!”). He also emphasized that the curfews are different in

Our second speaker, Dallas Dallosta, task force officer

various sections

from the FBI Crimes Against Children Task Force, spoke with

of Memphis and

parents in October about the dangers the Internet poses to

Shelby County.

teenagers and what parents can do to protect their children.

He suggested

This was a lively presentation with great questions from the

that parents tell

parents including: What programs are best for monitoring a

their sons that

child’s activity on the Internet? How do parents keep up with

they would rather

all of this technology? What should parents do if they feel their

pick them up

child may be at risk? These questions led to an informative and

from a party than

helpful discussion of teen issues among the parents who

let them ride

attended. Those with older children shared ideas and advice

with someone

on difficult issues such as parties, curfews, and cell phone use.

who has been

Overall, the event was quite a success, as attendants were able

drinking. The

to network and learn from an expert and fellow parents.

parents who

MUS P A R E N T S P E A K E R S E R I E S
Tuesday, March 20

Meeting Disasters Head On:
Being Prepared for the Worst
7:00 p.m. – Wunderlich Auditorium
William (Willie) Hollinger, facilities manager at MUS, is also a
member of the Memphis & Shelby County Emergency
Management Agency. He has 25 years of experience in the
emergency response field in the areas of public education, fire
fighting, urban search and rescue, and as a Community
Emergency Response Team Trainer. Mr. Hollinger is a valuable
resource to MUS, and he will be valuable to you, too, as he
discusses fire, floods, tornadoes, earthquakes, hazardous spills,
avian flu, and other natural disasters. Are you prepared?
Come to MUS and find out.

Tuesday, April 17

attended the ses-

Lunch with the Ruch Clinic:
Talking to Teens about Sex

instructor

sion took home

12:00 noon – Wunderlich Auditorium

at the

practical advice

University

and useful infor-

of

mation regarding

Memphis,

teen driving

spoke to

issues.

In November, Wayne Gutch, a fitness and wellness

parents

Dr. Laura Bishop and Nurse Practitioner Stephanie Yau of the
Ruch Clinic will present information on sexually transmitted
diseases (STDs) – what they are, how they are contracted, their
symptoms, their harmful consequences, and treatments. These
medical professionals also will offer practical advice on how to
talk to your teenagers about sex. Lunch will be provided –
please RSVP to Catherine Schuhmacher at
260-1326 or email catherine@musowls.org.

Parents including (l-r) Sally Perry, Missy Rainer, Carroll Nenon, and
Chris Sanders learn valuable information during the Parent Speaker
Series presentations.
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FROM THE KEMMONS WILSON LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT & COUNSELING CENTER

INSIGHTS
Alive at 25

N

inth-grade students participated in the Alive at 25 program in
November. Led by Wayne Gutch, the program consisted of a
weeklong series of classes focusing on driver safety. Mr. Gutch

25

S

UMMER BREAK provides the perfect
opportunity for students of all ages to

enrich their academic experience. Colleges
around the country have programs specifically

actively involved the boys in discussions covering driving safety issues includ-

for high school students that allow them to

ing automobile maintenance, peer pressure, loud radios, alcohol and other

explore everything from writing and mathemat-

drugs, personal actions, and consequences. According to Gutch, “The most

ics to film production. Other organizations offer

important part of the program is probably the discussions of consequences.”

programs that focus on volunteerism and leader-

He explained the difference between parental discipline and that of the

ship development. MUS encourages students to

courts in a way that really connected with the students on their level, making

take advantage of these opportunities and

impressions that he hopes will have a lasting impact on their lives. During the

maintains a list of summer programs on our

course of the week, he discussed consequences such as fines, loss of driver’s

website. For more information on the Harvard

license, and jail time. The ultimate goal of the program was to convince each

Summer School Program, School of the

young man that he is the only person who can be in control of his behavior,

Museum of Fine Arts in Boston, Deer Hill

and his decisions will have consequences, positive or negative.

Expeditions, and a variety of other programs,

If you would like to learn more about safe driving for teens, please visit

visit www.musowls.org.

www.parentingteendrivers.com.

PA R E N T B O O K C L U B
MUS Parent Book Club has gotten off to a great start this year. Some of the topics discussed thus far
include teenage behaviors and how we deal with them as parents, alcohol and drug prevention, and learning
styles. Each meeting brings new ideas and suggestions based on parents’ personal experiences. Even if you
are not able to read the assigned book, please join us and learn from the discussion. Each session is exciting
and educational.
Mark your calendars for upcoming meetings:
MARCH 22
Why Gender Matters: What Parents and Teachers Need
to Know about the Emerging Science of Sex Differences
by Leonard Sax, Ph.D.
APRIL 19
When Your Kids Push Your Buttons:
And What You Can Do About It
by Bonnie Harris

The Book Club meets on the third Thursday of each month from 8:30-9:30 a.m. in the Loeb Conference
Room. Davis-Kidd Booksellers offers parents a 20 percent Book Club discount. Simply go to the Information
Desk and ask for the month’s selection.
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PARENTS’

ASSOCIATION
Full Steam Ahead for Parents’ Association
The MUS Parents’ Association (PA) has been busy this year, doing much to

David and Jane Weinstein and Jim House and Gail
Palmer-House at the seventh grade parents’ party

benefit students, faculty, and parents.
PA volunteers continued their tradition of providing drinks and snacks for the
hard-working cast and crew of the theater productions during the frantic dressrehearsal week before Dracula Baby in October and The Foreigner in February.
They chaperoned and provided the refreshments for the Lower School dance in
January. In addition, parent volunteers brought much-appreciated goodies for the
faculty and staff during Exam Week in December. Students and teachers alike are
very grateful for these thoughtful gestures during particularly hectic times. We also
appreciate the parents’ help in stuffing, sealing, and stamping over 2,000
invitations to the Faculty Portrait Series unveiling.
The Parents’ Association sponsored the Parent to Parent program at the beginning of the spring semester. Parent to Parent is a video-based program aimed at
creating confident parents capable of guiding their children around the influences of
today’s “toxic culture.” The most important outcome of Parent to Parent is a
renewed partnership between the school administration and the parents. The
program consists of eight weeks of a 20-25 minute video presentation followed by
group discussion.
A special thanks to the hosts of the parent parties for each grade level! At these
get-togethers, parents meet or reconnect, talk about their sons and MUS, and enjoy
refreshments in a relaxed atmosphere. We appreciate the generosity of the volunteers who hosted fellow parents in their homes this year:
Twelfth Grade: Gina and Jeff Webb
Eleventh Grade: Amy and David Turner
Tenth Grade: Deborah and Bob Tipton
Ninth Grade: Theresa and Frank Stone
Eighth Grade: Mary and Jimmy Edwards
Seventh Grade: Lisa and Dean Underwood

Jerrick and Rena White and Brandon and Joe Morrison ’78
mingled at the seventh grade parents’ party.

Parents including (l-r)
Kristi Collins, Pam
Jiranek, and Cindi
Marshall learned
about protecting their
sons from the “toxic
culture” at the second
installment of the
Parent to Parent
Program.

Thanks are also in order for the
parents who have opened their
homes to our English exchange
student, Simon Wigfield. These
families have certainly made his
time in America that much more

(Front row, l-r) Susan
Warner, Cindy Straton,
and Patty Schoelkopf;
and (back row, l-r)
Susan Anderson, Curry
Luttrell, and Mimi
Gibson at the Parent to
Parent Program.

comfortable and enjoyable:
Margaret and Jim Brooks
Ruth Carr
Jana and Brad Larson

MUS - The School for Boys
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THE MUS MISSION
Memphis University School is a college-preparatory school dedicated to academic excellence and the development
of well-rounded young men of strong moral character, consistent with the school’s Christian tradition.

March 8
9 –16
23
26

End of Third Quarter
Spring Break
National Honor Society Induction
Special Awards and Honor Societies Induction Night

April 4
6–9
12 –14
19
27
28
29

Election of Honor Council President
Easter Holidays (Good Friday and Easter Monday)
Spring Musical: The Fantasticks
Student Council Elections
Red and Blue Society Induction and Senior Awards
Spring Formal
Sports Banquet

May 4
7–11
7–18
16
17–24
17
20
21
25

Last Regular School Day for Seniors
Senior Exams
Advanced Placement Exams
Last Regular School Day for Underclassmen
Underclassmen Exams
Graduation Rehearsal
Baccalaureate and Graduation
School Holiday
Last Day of 2006–07 School Year

mus

summer

Uff

st

Spring Musical

T H E F A N TA S T I C K S

juggling the possibilities

April 12-14 – 7:30 p.m.
Thomas Ampitheater • Call 260-1300 for tickets.
You are invited to arrive early (starting at 6:30) if you would like to picnic before or during
the production. In the event of inclement weather, the show will relocate to Hyde Chapel.

academics l sports camps l leadership l other stuff
Call (901) 260-1300 for more information.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

