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From the Top
There and Back Again: A Teacher’s Holiday
by

Mr. Jonathan Large, Ross McCain Lynn Chair of History

MUS is a traditional liberal arts school rooted in the ideals and values
that have guided Western education since the Renaissance. We as a
faculty seek to initiate students into the life of the mind, helping them
to develop the skills, discipline, curiosity, and wonder required for true
scholarship. Our ultimate goal is to teach our students to seek and to
enjoy truth, beauty, and goodness. This is a daunting mission, particularly as our surrounding culture seems to value material possessions and
pleasures more highly than the acquisition of knowledge and wisdom.
We as teachers, coaches, and administrators therefore need all of
the help we can get in fulfilling our duties. Fortunately, the academic
calendar provides us with a season of rest, renewal, and enrichment in
the summer. MUS teachers take full advantage of this annual opportunity to deepen their own intellectual
lives and therefore to improve their teaching. Louis the Dauphin’s words in King John apply aptly to the
faculty on holiday: “The day shall not be up so soon as I, / To try the fair adventure of tomorrow.”
Some teachers travel all over the country to attend conferences in their respective disciplines or in
the general arts of teaching. Others hone their skills with red pens by serving as graders for the College
Board’s Advanced Placement exams. Still others embark on their own particular courses of reading and
study as they sit by pools, oceans, and mountains, soaking in the wonder of God’s creation. The hardiest
teach summer classes or lead students on academic journeys across Europe and the Americas. One small
group of MUS teachers this summer attended a class taught by our own Mr. Spencer Reese ’94 at Rhodes
College’s Meeman Center.
Mr. Tim Greer, Mr. Jim McClain, Mr. Whit Tenent ’00, Mr. Norman Thompson, and I spent four Monday evenings in June studying J.R.R. Tolkien’s masterpiece of mythopoeia, The Hobbit. This novel was a particularly
appropriate choice for teachers in the summer as it was the work of a “professor at play,” who used his
vast learning to create an imagined world rich enough to reward multiple readings. The Hobbit is a bookish
book, an adventure tale whose central battle is not a violent clash between rival armies but rather a
no-less-deadly game of riddles matching the mental acumen of the protagonist, Bilbo Baggins, against
that of the degraded creature Gollum. Of course neither Bilbo nor Gollum would be a match in a contest of
wits with Mr. Thompson, as our class learned time and again at our expense but to our amusement.
Guided ably by Professor Reese, our group explored Tolkien’s creative vision, his maps and drawings, his
language and style, his many allusions, and his philosophy. As Tolkien was both a philologist with a deep
interest in Anglo-Saxon England (most particularly in Beowulf) and a devoted Christian, our discussions
inevitably turned to theology, mythology, and the problem of evil. We determined that Tolkien’s religious,
agrarian, and selfless conception of community and the good life has much to offer the increasingly
self-obsessed, shallow, and consumerist culture of the United States. Though we did not manage to solve
all of the problems of creation or even of Tolkien’s sub-creation (we never could quite master the notion
of Bilbo as an “honest thief”), I am confident that all of us emerged from the course with a deepened
understanding of the beauties and complexities of literature and a renewed commitment to the academic
life. As my friend and mentor Dr. Robert Winfrey would often say, “Teaching is a battle against ignorance.
The teacher fights it first in himself and only then in his students.” We as a faculty, thanks to the generous
support of the school and its patrons over the summer, will be better equipped to fight the battle this fall.
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73 Owls Earn AP Scholar Awards

S

eventy-three Owls have earned Advanced Placement
Scholar Awards for their scores on the College Board’s
2015 Advanced Placement exams.
MUS offers 20 Advanced Placement courses, designed to
reproduce the difficult content of college-level courses and
help students learn focused study habits. Many earn college
credit for their scores. The highest possible exam score of 5
designates the student as “extremely well qualified” in that
particular subject.
At MUS 162 students took 339 tests, earning the highest
mark on 42 percent of the exams. The average score of all

AP Scholar
Awards
Twelve Owls
received the top
honor of National
AP Scholar, granted
to students in the
United States who
receive an average
score of at least
4 on all AP exams
taken and scores of
4 or higher on eight
or more of these
exams. MUS
average: 4.58
Baty Daniel ’15
Jack Gray ’15
Jack Hirschman ’15
Ashish Kumar ’15
Ahmed Latif ’15
Nevin Naren ’15
Richard Ouyang ’15
Azeez Shala ’15
Hamid Shirwany ’15
Griffin Wilson ’15
Yunhua Zhao ’15
Jeffrey Zheng ’15
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Forty-seven
students received
AP Scholar with
Distinction
honors, indicating
they earned an
average score of at
least 3.5 on all AP
exams taken and
scores of 3 or higher
on five or more of
these exams.
MUS average: 4.46
Mitchell Apollonio ’15
Baker Ball ’15
Reed Barnes ’16
Alex Carruthers ’15
Jack Christenbury ’15
Chandler Clayton ’16
Tucker Colerick ’16
Forest Colerick ’16
Baty Daniel ’15
Nathan Dinh ’16
Andrew Elsakr ’15
Witt Fesmire ’16
Philip Freeburg ’16
Mike Frymire ’15
Jack Gray ’15

tests taken by Owls was 4.12. The national average was 2.82.
More than 95 percent of MUS students scored 3 or higher,
surpassing the global average of 61 percent.
Twenty-one students participated in the Calculus BC test
with 19 earning a 5 and two earning a 4. In addition all students taking AP exams in the following courses earned a 3 or
higher: Biology, Chemistry, English Language and Composition,
English Literature and Composition, Environmental Science,
European History, French Language and Culture, Latin, Music
Theory, Physics C: Electricity and Magnetism, Physics C:
Mechanics, and Spanish Language and Culture.

Jack Hirschman ’15
Ashish Kumar ’15
Ahmed Latif ’15
Grayson Lee ’16
Walker Lee ’15
Jason Lin ’16
Stewart Love ’15
Kamar Mack ’15
Robby Matthews ’15
Will McAtee ’16
Hayden Meacham ’15
William Merriman ’15
Saatvik Mohan ’16
Jack Mullins ’15
Patrick Murphy ’16
Nevin Naren ’15
Patton Orr ’16
Richard Ouyang ’15
Preston Roberts ’15
Christian Schneiter ’15
Azeez Shala ’15
Hamid Shirwany ’15
Bilal Siddiq ’16
Jason Stein ’15
Sherman Tabor ’15
Daniel Tancredi ’16
Colin Threlkeld ’16
Zach Walker ’15
Griffin Wilson ’15

Christian Yarwood ’15
Yunhua Zhao ’15
Jeffrey Zheng ’15
Thirteen students
received the AP
Scholar with Honor
designation,
indicating they
earned an average
score of at least
3.25 on all AP exams
taken and scores of
3 or higher on four
or more of these
exams. MUS
average: 3.97
Sam Bartz ’16
Kyle Day ’16
Dylan Echlin ’16
Matt Fuess ’16
Owen Galvin ’16
August Klinke ’15
Max Meyer ’15
Murray Morrison ’16
Jerry Oates ’15
Roberto Olvera ’15
Joseph Preston ’15

Andres Salas ’16
Andrew Shelton ’15
Thirteen students
received the AP
Scholar Award
designation,
indicating they
earned scores of 3
or higher on three
or more AP exams.
MUS average: 4.00
Evan Arkle ’15
Chris Boswell ’15
Will Farnsworth ’15
Tom Fowlkes ’16
Andrew Hanissian ’16
Jack Hawkins ’15
Brad Jarratt ’15
Henry Keel ’16
Eric Makapugay ’16
Alex Mansour ’16
Ethan Schaffer ’16
Zach Shulkin ’16
Max Simpson ’15
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AP Scores at a Glance
More than 95 percent of MUS students taking AP tests
scored 3 or higher on one or more tests, compared to
the global average of 61 percent.
162 students took 339 Advanced Placement tests in
20 subject areas. Following are the percentages of
tests that resulted in scores of 3, 4, or 5:

SCORE of

Cum Laude Society Inducts 22
Twenty-two juniors and seniors were inducted
into the Cum Laude Society in a chapel presentation February 20. Membership in the society,
which is modeled on Phi Beta Kappa, is the highest
academic honor students in a secondary school
can receive.
The inductees from the Class of 2015 are
Mitchell Apollonio, Alex Carruthers, Jack
Christenbury, Andrew Elsakr, Ahmed Latif,
Walker Lee, Robby Matthews, William Merriman,
Jack Mullins, Nevin Naren, Michael Reddoch,
and Preston Roberts.
The inductees from the Class of 2016 are
Chandler Clayton, Forest Colerick, Dylan Echlin, Witt
Fesmire, Grayson Lee, Will McAtee, Saatvik Mohan,
Patrick Murphy, Patton Orr, and Daniel Tancredi.
Current members, inducted last year, are seniors
Baty Daniel, Jack Gray, Jack Hirschman, Ashish Kumar,

I N SI D E M U S

2015 Cum Laude Society Inductees

Hayden Meacham, Richard Ouyang, Azeez Shala,
Hamid Shirwany, Sherman Tabor, Griffin Wilson,
Yunhua Zhao, and Jeffrey Zheng.
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National Honor Society Inducts 48
by Ms. Megan Phillips, Communications Intern

I

Yunhua Zhao led the speeches with
his definition of scholarship, describing
the limitless facets of erudition.
“Scholarship is often defined as ‘the
pursuit of knowledge for the sake of
knowledge.’ That ought to be part of the
drive and motivation, but so should the
benefit of others,” Zhao said. He quoted
Muhammad,
the prophet
of Islam,
discussing the
everlasting
effect of
scholarship,
and Alexander
Pope, the
- Dr. David Jackson
18th-century
English poet, admonishing scholars to
Headmaster Ellis Haguewood welcomed parents, teachers, and students “drink deep, or taste not the Pierian
Spring.”
to Hyde Chapel for the ceremony
“A scholar pursues relentlessly what
March 27.
he loves,” Zhao said. “If he wishes
“A high grade-point average alone
does not qualify a student for member- to learn something, he will dedicate
himself to it, immerse himself within
ship in the society,” Haguewood said.
it, for just a brief dip in the vast ocean
“He must also make voluntary contriof knowledge may instead prove to be
butions to the school and community.
He must exhibit leadership as a positive detrimental.”
Jack Gray began his speech about
influence on his peers.”
leadership quoting American statesman
Dr. David Jackson, chairman of the
John Quincy Adams:
Religion Department and head of the
“If your actions inspire others to
National Honor Society committee,
dream more, learn more, do more and
introduced the four student speakers,
all seniors, who lit candles representing become more, you are a leader,” he said.
Gray recalled how a junior lacrosse
the NHS characteristics distinguishing
teammate inspired him his freshman
the well-rounded inductees.
year. The upperclassman demonstrated
“Light has long been a symbol of
leadership by crediting every player,
dispelling the darkness of ignorance
including Gray, for supporting the team.
and evil, and it is the symbol of the
“I had been feeling worthless all
National Honor Society as well,” he said.
n a ceremony highlighting the
National Honor Society tenets of
scholarship, leadership, character,
and service, current members welcomed 13 seniors and 35 juniors as
inductees into the organization, which
recognizes outstanding high school
students.

“Light has long been a symbol
of dispelling the darkness of
ignorance and evil, and it is the
symbol of the National Honor
Society as well.”

4
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season because I hadn’t been playing
at all, and in an instant I felt like I had
really contributed,” Gray said. “What
I hope we can all learn is that our
greatest leader must be ourselves. You
must inspire yourself, you must be the
first to step forward and start the task.”
Ending his speech, Gray emphasized
how leadership creates community,
saying, “Decide what you think is right,
and do it. I promise you won’t be alone
for long.”
Next Griffin Wilson approached the
podium with a speech concerning the
importance of character. Wilson noted
founding father Benjamin Franklin’s assessment of his own character, finding
himself “so much fuller of faults than
I had imagined.” Not only are humans
innately imperfect, Wilson agreed,
but each individual carries a different
notion of character. Wilson described
the Grangerford and Shepherdson

Grant Stevenson with his parents,
Mrs. Leigh Ann and Mr. Phil Stevenson

families in Mark Twain’s The Adventures
of Huckleberry Finn, and the corrupt
sense of honor that leads them into an
incomprehensible blood feud.
“On the contrary, Jim, a runaway
slave accompanying Huck, shows true
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New Honor Society members take the oath.

character as he always looks out for
Huck while floating down the river,”
Wilson said. “A strong moral character
provides a foundation on which we can
endure the hardships of life.”
He concluded by quoting Alfred, Lord
Tennyson’s poem Ulysses, encouraging
his listeners to be “strong in will / To
strive, to seek, to find, and not to yield.”
As the last speaker before the induction of new members, Alex Carruthers
described his vision of service. “Service
to others is the rent you pay for your
room here on Earth,” Carruthers said,
expounding on heavyweight fighter
Muhammad Ali’s words by saying it is
the duty of each citizen to serve others
and the community.
“It had always been a burden to

2015 National Honor
Society Inductees
Reed Taylor Barnes
Samuel Edwin Bartz
Chandler Mims Clayton
Keltner Tucker Colerick
William Forester Colerick
Alexander Edward Creson
David William Dabov
Matthew Stuart Davidoff
Jackson McGavock Dickinson
Nathan Ngoc-Lam Dinh
William Thomas Fesmire
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Griffin Wilson

me,” Carruthers admitted, recounting
his experience as a seventh grader
coerced to volunteer for community
service projects. However, he said he
learned the value of service as he was
exposed to community problems and
people in need. He recalled a recent

Bilal Siddiq and his mother,
Dr. Shameela Ahmed

Thomas Keller Fowlkes
Philip Hayden Freeburg, Jr.
Matthew Peter Fuess
Owen Thomas Galvin
Thomas McMurray Garrott V
John David Hawkins
William McDaniel Hays
Jack Eden Hirschman
Austin Lawrence Hord
Henry Carr Keel
Matthew Thomas Kruczek
Grayson Andrew Lee
Eric Fidel Makapugay

experience tutoring a 13-year-old and
the gratification he felt when the boy
smiled at his newfound understanding
of the material. Bringing to a close his
reflections on the benefits of service,
Carruthers noted, “Anyone can do it.
Service is genuine when done not for
awards and recognition, but rather 		
for others.”
The ceremony continued with the
presentation of certificates, while
proud parents watched their sons
receive their honors. Haguewood
concluded the ceremony by commending the inductees and inviting
them to a reception in their honor,
where family members, faculty, and
friends congratulated them on their
accomplishments.

Alexander Victor Mansour
Andrew Allan McArtor, Jr.
William Neal McAtee, Jr.
Saatvik Mohan
Thomas McMurray Morrison
Loyal Patrick Murphy
Walter Patton Orr
Jackson Paige Pacheco
Ethan Soldan Pretsch
William Power Rantzow
Richard Preston
Asher Roberts
Russell William Sands

Joseph Christian Schneiter
Zachary David Shulkin
Bilal Sohail Siddiq
Grant William Stevenson
Henry Thomas Stratton III
Daniel Laurence Tancredi
Caleb Joyner Taylor
Colin Marshall Threlkeld
Connor Miles Truitt
Connor Austin Whitson
Connor Morgan Wright
Jeffrey Zheng
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Members of the Red Team, from left,Win Duncan, Stewart Love, Saatvik Mohan, Mitchell Apollonio, and Baker Ball

Mock Trial Goes to State

M

otorcyclist Clarence White was killed on a lonely road, hit by a young speeding
motorist who was reportedly texting at the time of the accident. Photographs
of the scene are dramatic, and various witnesses have confidently described
what they saw – but there are discrepancies, and some of the witnesses are, shall we say –
questionable. The case of State of Tennessee v. Elisha Lane now lies in the hands of a
judge, jury, and the teams for the prosecution and defense. Will justice be done?
Teams argued this case in the
Tennessee Bar Association’s
Tennessee High School Mock Trial
Competition this year, and MUS went
all the way to the state level.
Seniors Mitchell Apollonio, Evan
Arkle, Baker Ball, Win Duncan,
Andrew Elsakr, Stewart Love,
Jason Stein; juniors Reed Barnes,
Mahad Jamil, Grayson Lee, Alex
Mansour, Patrick Murphy, Saatvik
Mohan, Patton Orr, Jordan Wallace;
sophomores Darius Cowan, Matthew
Horton, Kanha Mishra; and freshmen
Smith Duncan, William Miller, Stan
Smythe, and AJ Varner successfully
represented both sides of the case
in several trials at the district level in
February, with the Red Team securing
a seat among the state contenders in
Nashville March 27-28.
Love said the team was motivated
greatly by last year’s results.
“We were tired of knowing that
mock trial was one of very few

6
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extracurricular activities in which MUS
had not recently been to state,” he
said. “The entire team was dedicated
to the goal of attaining a spot in the
state tournament. We were hungry.”
Apollonio, Barnes, Duncan, Lee,
Love, Mohan, Murphy, Orr, and Varner
traveled to Nashville for the two-day
competition involving the top 16
teams from the state and about 200
volunteers, including sitting judges
and practicing lawyers. After two full
days of trials and waiting, Love won
an individual MVP Award, and the MUS
team placed 10th overall.
Love credited the invaluable
assistance of faculty sponsors Mrs.
Elizabeth Crosby, English Department
chair, and Mrs. Michelle Crews,
instructor in English, whose patience
and support made it possible for
them to have a team. He also praised
the help of volunteer coaches
Ms. Rhea Clift, City of Bartlett attorney,
and Mr. Preston Battle ’07, a current
student at Cecil C. Humphreys School
of Law at the University of Memphis.

Above, state Mock Trial Team members with
their award; Baker Ball, right, discusses his notes
with Saatvik Mohan; Blue Team members, from left,
Alex Mansour, Kanha Mishra, Matthew Horton,
Evan Arkle, AJ Varner, and Smith Duncan
IN SIDE MUS

Nine Owls Named
National Merit Finalists
S

eniors Mitchell Apollonio, Mike Frymire, Jack Gray, Jack Hirschman, Ahmed
Latif, Richard Ouyang, Azeez Shala, Hamid Shirwany, and Yunhua Zhao have
earned a place among 15,000 Finalists of the 60th National Merit Scholarship
Program, which recognizes high achievement on the 2013 Preliminary SAT/National
Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test.
To be considered for the honor, a National Merit Semifinalist must meet several
requirements, including the demonstration of an excellent academic record and
endorsement by a school official. In addition the candidate must have an SAT score
that confirms the PSAT/NMSQT performance.
By taking the qualifying tests, approximately 1.4 million juniors entered the 2015
National Merit Scholarship Program. Finalists now will compete for some 7,600
National Merit Scholarships worth about $33 million that will be offered through July.

Ouyang Named Presidential Scholar
Senior Richard Ouyang has been named a 2015 U.S. Presidential Scholar. U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan announced
the selection of 141 high school seniors nationwide for the honor,
including Ouyang and three others from Tennessee. Ouyang is
the only scholar from the Memphis area. Students were honored
for their accomplishments during a ceremony in Washington, DC,
June 21-23, when each received a Presidential Scholar medallion.
Ouyang earned a perfect 2400 on the SAT, a perfect 36 on the
ACT, perfect 5s on 13 Advanced Placement tests, and perfect
800s on five SAT subject tests. The scores of his spring AP tests – in computer
science, music theory, literature and composition, and government and politics
– are not yet available. A National Merit Finalist with a cumulative GPA of 5.63,
Ouyang was one of 300 semifinalists in the Intel Science Talent Search 2015
for his project using a computational approach to classify cancers based on
their effects on certain cells. He was also one of 400 U.S. semifinalists in the
2015 International Physics Olympiad. In mid-March he earned a silver medal and
scored among the top 100 physics students in the country on the USA Physics
Olympiad Exam, used to select the 20 members for the U.S. Physics Team. In his
nomination he named Dr. Steve Gadbois, instructor in mathematics, as the most
influential teacher of his high school career.
Ouyang’s non-academic record reveals dedicated service at MUS and in the
community, including co-founding and conducting a high school math contest,
serving as editor-in-chief of The Owl’s Hoot, and co-founding a volunteer group
at a community Chinese school, where he also teaches. He is an accomplished
pianist, earning a superior rating at the Greater Memphis Music Teachers Association Auditions for 11 consecutive years. Ouyang plans to attend Harvard College
in the fall.
I N SI D E M U S

From top left, Mitchell Apollonio, Mike Frymire,
Jack Gray, Jack Hirschman, Ahmed Latif, 		
Richard Ouyang, Azeez Shala, Hamid Shirwany,
and Yunhua Zhao

The Owl Earns
National Award

W

alsworth Publishing again
named The Owl to its national
Gallery of Excellence, deeming
it a superior publication in design,
coverage, copy, and photography. The
student-run yearbook has received this
distinction six of the last seven years,
and the book’s covers and spreads will
be used again as training material for
schools nationwide. Editors of The 		
Owl were, below, from left, seniors 		
Ty Wolf and Hamid Shirwany. Mrs. Terry
Balton, fine arts/technology instructor, is
sponsor of the yearbook staff.
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Bubones Achieve Octo-peat

hirty schools attended the
Tennessee Junior Classical
League State Convention in
Gatlinburg April 17-18, and MUS
won the overall competition
for the eighth consecutive
year. Highlights include an
MUS sweep in Certamen, with
the Owls winning first place in
all three categories (Novice,
Intermediate, and Advanced).
Mr. Ryan Sellers, instructor
in Latin, was impressed by
the record set this year.
“In my 20 years of
participation at the state
convention, I have never
seen a school win all three
categories,” he said.
Senior Co-Consul Richard
Ouyang won Level Four/
Five of the Academic
Heptathlon, automatically
qualifying him for a full
scholarship to attend the
NJCL convention in San
Antonio this summer, a
prize worth about $500.
Jason Wang dons his costume and weaponry.

In individual points freshman Jackson Moody tied for
first place, and four other MUS students finished in
the overall top 10: seniors Ouyang and Yunhua Zhao,
sophomore Brooks Eikner, and freshman 		
Charlie Evans.
Other TJCL competitors were juniors Forest Colerick
(co-consul), Kyle Day, Nathan Dinh, Dylan Echlin,
Will McAtee, Patrick Murphy, Bilal Siddiq;
sophomores Kian Ghodoussi, Rahul Mehra,
Aneesh Ram, Will Schneider, Ramiz Somjee; freshmen
Josiah Crutchfield, Carlo Guinocor, Omkar Hosad,
Jackson Howell, Brad Kerkhof, Chris Kerkhof,
Rick Reinhard, Jon Staffel, Matthew Temple,
Jason Wang, Jacob Webb, Jonathan Williams,
Chang Yu; eighth graders Ethan Hurst, Ev Nichol,
Brandan Roachell, Zuhair Somjee, Jet Tan,
Loyd Templeton, Warren Turner, and Ty Williams.

Almost 40 Bubones competed at the 2015 Tennessee
Junior Classical League State Convention.

Eight Owls Winners in Latin Translation Contest

T

he Bubones came, saw, and
conquered during the Classical
Association of the Middle West
and South (CAMWS) 2015 High
School Advanced Latin Translation
Contest. Their efforts produced the
highest numbers of winners MUS has
had in one year and eight of the nine
winners in Tennessee. Nineteen AP
Latin and Advanced Reading Latin
students translated into English an

8
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unadapted passage of Latin literature
– Battle of the Teutoburg Forest (A.D.
9) by the Roman historian Florus.
The students competed in
December against 400 other
students from Virginia to Colorado.
Senior Richard Ouyang and juniors
Joshua Benton, Chandler Clayton,
and Forest Colerick each won
the Book Prize, along with 17 other
winners.

Juniors Kyle Day, Nathan Dinh,
Dylan Echlin, and Patrick Murphy
also earned Letters of Commendation, along with 10 other individuals
from across the region.
Any student in the top 4-10 percent
of the competition receives the Book
Prize, a different book each year
about classical civilization. Students
who score in the top 11-15 percent
receive a Letter of Commendation.

IN SIDE MUS

MEDUSA
Owls Score Spanish
Awards at Fair
Students in Spanish classes competed in the annual
University of Memphis Language Fair, held Saturday, March 28.
The fair highlighted not only foreign languages, but also the
cultures associated with them. Events included non-competitive performances and displays as well as contests in dance,
drama, language, and poetry. More than 1,000 students from
20 high schools participated in the day’s festivities. The Owls
brought home the following awards:

SPANISH I:
Vocabulary Quiz First Place: freshman Alexander Goodwin
Vocabulary Quiz Second Place: freshman Jeremy Jacobs
Vocabulary Quiz Third Place: freshman William Miller

SPANISH II:
Vocabulary Quiz First Place: sophomore Marcus Gronauer
Vocabulary Quiz Third Place: sophomore Jake Meskin
Culture Fair Research Projects Third Place:
sophomore Alex Robinson

SPANISH III:
Writing First Place: junior Saatvik Mohan
Writing Second Place: junior Grayson Lee
Writing Third Place: junior Zach Shulkin

SPANISH IV:
Heritage Writing Third Place: sophomore Alex Salazar
Writing Third Place: senior Hayden Meacham

I N SI D E M U S

S

LANGUAGE

LATIN STUDENTS
 VANQUISH 

ix MUS students tested their knowledge of
classical mythology this spring in the international Medusa Mythology Exam, this year
themed Monsters In Corporibus. Senior Yunhua
Zhao earned a Silver Medal, scoring 37 out of a
potential 40. The national average was 25.
“It’s a very difficult exam,” Mr. Ryan Sellers,
instructor in Latin, said. “But all six of our testers
placed.”
Senior Richard Ouyang and juniors Tom Fowlkes
and Durand Martin earned Corona Laurea, or laurel
crown certificates. Senior Jeffrey Zheng and junior
Joshua Benton won Corona Olivae, or olive wreath
certificates.

Governor Haslam
Renews Latin Motto

D

o you know what Musica e montibus fluit
means? Tennessee Gov. Bill Haslam could
tell you it translates as “Music flows
from the mountains,” thanks to Mr. Ryan Sellers’
2013-14 Latin I classes. Eighth graders proposed a
new Latin state motto last year, and the governor
responded by proclaiming April 2014 as Latin
Language Appreciation Month. Latin students
once more petitioned, and the governor’s office
obliged, proclaiming April 2015 as Latin Language
Appreciation Month.

Latin students, from left, freshman Chang Yu, senior
Richard Ouyang, sophomore Brooks Eikner, and junior
Will McAtee with Governor Haslam’s 2015 proclamation
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Youth in

Government Honors
Owls garnered several accolades at
the Youth in Government conference
March 19-22 in Nashville. Junior Alex
Mansour and sophomores Kian
Ghodoussi, Kanha Mishra, Joey
Rodriguez, and Ramiz Somjee will serve
as YIG officers next year, and freshman
Stan Smythe won Best Delegate for
the Blue House of Representatives. He
and his classmates, Chris Kerkhof and
William Miller, won Outstanding Bill,
and senior Kamar Mack was chosen
to attend the Conference on National
Affairs this summer.

From top left, Reid Chandler, Ben Cramer, Arnab Das, Charlie Gilbert, Cooper Grace; second row,
Kyle Koester, Charles Long, Will Portera, Arjun Puri, Benjamin Sklar; third row, Michael Sweeney,
Sean-Marc Taylor, Sam Varner, McKee Whittemore, and Inam Zafar

Duke’s TIP Recognizes 15 Seventh Graders

From left, Sam Collier, Alex Mansour, and
Reed Barnes

Seventh graders Arjun Puri and Michael Sweeney earned nationwide Grand
Recognition in Duke University’s Talent Identification Program. They were also among
15 Owls whose SAT and ACT scores placed them among Tennessee’s highest scoring
seventh graders, including Reid Chandler, Ben Cramer, Arnab Das, Charlie Gilbert,
Cooper Grace, Kyle Koester, Charles Long, Will Portera, Benjamin Sklar, Sean-Marc
Taylor, S am Varner, McKee Whittemore, and Inam Zafar.

Student Paper
Garners Awards
The Tennessee High School Press
Association awarded The Owl’s Hoot
staff several commendations during the
THSPA Student Media Awards Ceremony
March 2 at Lipscomb University in
Nashville. Judged on seven categories
covering content and design, the
publication received an overall Excellent
Rating and First Place for Best Front Page
Design. The editors, pictured below with
Mr. Norman Thompson, are Yunhua Zhao,
left, and Richard Ouyang.

From left, Capt. John Rich,The Salvation Army Memphis area commander; freshman Allie Frymire of
Hutchison; senior Preston Roberts, president of the GPS Squad; sophomore Alex Wolf; and Capt. Barbara
Rich,The Salvation Army Memphis area commander

GPS Squad Members Honored

Seniors Preston Roberts and Ty Wolf, sophomore Alex Wolf, and freshman 		
Allie Frymire of Hutchison received the Order of the Bell award for leadership in
fundraising at The Salvation Army’s 2015 Founders Day Luncheon. They are members
of the GPS Squad, a city-wide student effort supporting The Salvation Army. GPS
stands for the three ways students and their families can support The Salvation
Army and its many missions – by giving, praying, and serving.
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IN SIDE MUS

Springfield
Scholars Induct 11
Inspiring testimonials, proud parents, and
a surprise tribute marked the 10th annual
Springfield Scholars dinner May 7. Each of
the inductees – James Blatchford, Garrott
Braswell, Ethan Hurst, Ethan Lam, Ev Nichol,
William Quinlen, Sellers Shy, Zuhair Somjee, Loyd Templeton,
Ty Williams, and Philip Wunderlich – received a commemorative tie, certificate, and pin, as a favorite teacher spoke in
his honor.
Named in memory of the first Lower School principal, the
late Mr. John Murry Springfield, this is the most esteemed
honor society in the Lower School. An eighth grader qualifies
for induction if he is in the top 10 percent of his class based

The 2015 Springfield Scholars gather around Honorary Scholar
Terry Shelton in front of his framed tribute. Pictured, from left, are Zuhair
Somjee, Ethan Hurst, Ethan Lam, Loyd Templeton, James Blatchford, Philip
Wunderlich, Mr. Shelton, Ev Nichol, Sellers Shy,Ty Williams,William Quinlen,
and Garrott Braswell.

on a weighted numerical average. In addition he must have
demonstrated character consistent with the high standards
of the school’s Honor Code and Community Creed.

S
Physics Bowl competitors, from left, Jeffrey Zheng, Jason Stein,
Baty Daniel, Yunhua Zhao, and Richard Ouyang

Seniors Runners-Up
in Physics Competition
The MUS team finished second in the region in this year’s
Physics Bowl, an annual competition held in schools throughout the nation. The 11-state region in which MUS competes
comprises Alabama, Arkansas, Arizona, Colorado, Kansas,
Louisiana, Missouri, Mississippi, New Mexico, Oklahoma,
and Tennessee. There are 14 regions in the U.S. and five
throughout China.
Though the boys competed with little preparation due to
an emergency in physics instructor Mr. Wayne Mullins’ family,
the team performed with vigor and enthusiasm.
“Adversity brings out unique opportunities to show
character strengths,” Mullins said, marveling at how the
students came close to successfully defending the MUS title.
The top five scores from participating schools on an inclass examination determine regional rank. Senior Baty Daniel
was the top-scoring individual participant this year. Fellow
seniors Richard Ouyang, Jason Stein, Yunhua Zhao, and
Jeffrey Zheng also contributed to the team’s near-victory.
I N SI D E M U S

Mack Named Gates
Millennium Scholar

enior Kamar Mack has been
selected for a Gates Millennium
Scholarship, a program initiated
by the Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation. Administered by the
United Negro College Fund, the
program provides funds for recipients
to attend any accredited college or
university in the United States. The
scholarship may provide for up to 10
years of a recipient’s education, to the doctoral level. The
GMS program also connects recipients with outstanding
educational and networking resources throughout the
student’s college career.
The second MUS student named a Gates Millennium
Scholar since the program’s inception in 1999, Mack was
among only 1,000 recipients chosen from more than
57,000 minority applicants nationwide. A semifinalist in the
2015 National Achievement Scholarship Program and an
Advanced Placement Scholar, he was president of the MUS
Government Club and a member of national Latin, history,
and math honor societies.
Mr. Tim Greer, who instructed Mack in English and literature
courses, described Mack’s character and leadership skills.
“Kamar displays a self-discipline, a humility, and a work
ethic far beyond his years,” Greer said. “Many of the most
stimulating and enriching exchanges of ideas that my
students and I enjoyed would not have been possible
without Kamar’s demonstrating that joining in an academic
dialogue is more profitable than merely absorbing an
instructor’s monologue.”
Mack will begin studies at Georgetown University in
the fall, where he plans to study computer science,
mathematics, and Italian.
SUMME R 2 0 1 5
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HONOR ROLLS
Second Semester 2014-15 School Year

Dean’s Scholars

Students who have
earned 90 or above in
every regular and honors
course and 80 or above
in every honors
accelerated and AP
course are designated
Dean’s Scholars.

Grade 12
Chris Boswell
Jack Christenbury
Jack Hawkins
Jack Hirschman
Brad Jarratt
August Klinke
Ahmed Latif
Walker Lee
Nicholas Manley
Hayden Meacham
William Merriman
Max Meyer
Richard Ouyang
Ross Redmont
Preston Roberts
Andrew Shelton
Sherman Tabor
Zach Walker
Townsend Warren
Zack Whicker
Griffin Wilson
Christian Yarwood
Grade 11
Reed Barnes
Sam Bartz
Chandler Clayton
Forest Colerick
Tucker Colerick
David Dabov
Kyle Day
Nathan Dinh
Dylan Echlin
Witt Fesmire
Tom Fowlkes
Philip Freeburg
Matt Fuess
Danny Harris
Henry Keel
Matt Kruczek
Grayson Lee
Mac McArtor
Will McAtee
Winn Medlock
12
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Saatvik Mohan
Murray Morrison
Patrick Murphy
Josh Myers
Patton Orr
Ethan Schaffer
Bilal Siddiq
Daniel Tancredi
Grade 10
Christian Berry
Philip Deaton
Andrew Douglass
Brooks Eikner
Kian Ghodoussi
Charlie Gilliland
Marcus Gronauer
Josh Karchmer
Ammaar Kazi
Cade Klawinski
Ravi Lipman
Rahul Mehra
Ogonna Oraedu
Aneesh Ram
Ramiz Somjee
Jacob Suppiah
Henry Trammell
Whit Waggoner
Tom Wells
Alex Wolf
Ray Zhou
Grade 9
Charlie Evans
Benjamin Freeman
Jeremy Jacobs
Liam Kaltenborn
Brad Kerkhof
Barry Klug
Jackson Moody
Leon Vo
Bobby Wade
Chang Yu
Grade 8
Sellers Shy
Grade 7
Robert Ayotte
Reid Chandler
Ben Cramer
Charlie Eason
Charlie Gilbert
Clay Hancock
Kyle Koester
Ben Lindy

Charles Long
Rob McFadden
Will Portera
Cole Saenz
Dean’s List
Students who have
earned a weighted
semester GPA of at
least 3.25 with no
semester grade below
80 are placed on the
Dean’s List.

Grade 12
Michael Apple
Evan Arkle
Baker Ball
Chandler Braxton
Mike Carrier
Alex Carruthers
David Clarke
Alex Creson
Austin Darr
Patrick Demere
Nick DiMento
Mike Frymire
Tom Garrott
Wesley Grace
Jack Gray
Jeff Guenther
Will Hays
Ted Helmhout
Lewis Hergenrader
Avery Johnson
Pierce Jones
Ashish Kumar
Stewart Love
Kamar Mack
Robby Matthews
Hays Moreland
Jack Mullins
Daniel Nathan
Colton Neel
Jerry Oates
Roberto Olvera
Joseph Preston
Ethan Pretsch
Michael Reddoch
Pierce Rose
David Scharff
Christian Schneiter
Hamid Shirwany
Dub Sorrells
Grant Stevenson

Caleb Taylor
Arnav Thakur
Connor Truitt
Corwin Vinson
Jim Waggoner
Preston White
Gaines Whitington
Ty Wolf
Connor Wright
Yunhua Zhao
Jeffrey Zheng
Grade 11
Hudson Anthony
Alex Barksdale
Joshua Benton
Nick Bragorgos
Andres Carro
Ben Daniel
Matthew Davidoff
Hunter Finney
Owen Galvin
Bolton Gayden
John Hamilton
Andrew Hanissian
Cole Harrison
Austin Hord
Gil Humphreys
Dylan Jones
Austin Lacy
Cameron Lakin
Jason Lin
Eric Makapugay
Alex Mansour
Jonathan Peters
Andres Salas
Russell Sands
Parker Sexton
Zach Shulkin
Reid Smith
Henry T. Stratton
Colin Threlkeld
Theo Wayt
Wesley Wells
Connor Whitson
Grade 10
Webster Austin
Burch Baine
Chris Barksdale
Frederick Danielson
Kobe Gibson
Grady Hecht
Andrew Hopkins
Alex Hyde

Andre Johnson
Parker Kaye
Jamie Lindy
John McBride
Jack McCaghren
Jake Meskin
Cole Middlebrook
Ryan Pahlow
Mayur Patil
Alex Robinson
Joey Rodriguez
Jacob Rotter
Will Schneider
Sloan Schneiter
Trent Scull
Matt Silver
Evan Smith
Will Tomes
Josue Vela
Luke Wilfong

Grade 8
Louis Allen
Joshua Blackburn
James Blatchford
Garrott Braswell
Jack Dabov
Jonathan Douglass
Ethan Hurst
Bailey Keel
Ethan Lam
Emerson Manley
John Mann
Kayhan Mirza
Ev Nichol
Houston Pate
William Quinlen
Zuhair Somjee
Loyd Templeton
Henry Wood
Philip Wunderlich

Grade 9
Tate Bailey
Graham Boswell
Aidan Cabraja
Josiah Crutchfield
William Dellinger
Jack Eason
Benton Ferebee
Sean Fitzhenry
Alexander Goodwin
Miller Grissinger
Eli Gruen
Carlo Guinocor
Omkar Hosad
Jackson Howell
Alex Humphreys
Michael Jennings
David Jones
Aidan Lonergan
Hastings McEwan
William Miller
Jimmy Morrow
Peter Raves
Rick Reinhard
Javan Smith
Stan Smythe
Jon Staffel
Zachary Street
Matthew Strock
Matthew Temple
Nalin Verma
Jacob Webb
Cameron Wyatt

Grade 7
Churchill Akhigbe
Hall Barry
Henry Bridgforth
Sam Burchett
Gus Carter
Parth Dahima
Arnab Das
Cameron Evans
Jack Fernandez
Landon Ford
Gregory Guo
Fox Harris
Sterling Hollabaugh
Daniel Lucke
Drew Rakers
Seth Richey
Benjamin Sklar
Michael Sweeney
Sean-Marc Taylor
Jack Wellford
McKee Whittemore
Spence Wilson
Inam Zafar
Copies of Honor Rolls
can be downloaded at
musowls.org/publications.

IN SIDE MUS

Order of the Owl
Inducts 28

S

tudents and parents gathered in Dunavant Lecture
Hall in May to honor the 28 students inducted into the
Order of the Owl, a Lower School honor society. Seventh
graders newly inducted include Churchill Akhigbe,
Henry Bridgforth, Reid Chandler, Ben Cramer, Charlie Eason,
Cameron Evans, Gregory Guo, Kyle Koester, Ben Lindy,
Charles Long, Rob McFadden, Will Portera, Arjun Puri,
Seth Richey, Cole Saenz, and Jack Wellford. Eighth graders
Ben Gilliland, Emerson Manley, Houston Pate, Jet Tan,
Warren Turner, and Henry Wood were inducted for the first
time, joining their classmates Louis Allen, Joshua Blackburn,
Jack Dabov, Jonathan Douglass, Bailey Keel, and John Mann,
who were also honored last year.
To be eligible for induction, a seventh or eighth grader
must achieve A-level work for the year while displaying the
character and citizenship consistent with the Honor Code
and the Community Creed.

Somjee earns Honors
at Rhodes Model U.N.
The Rhodes College Model
United Nations in mid-February was the final Government
Club event of the season, and
seniors Ahmed Latif, Kamar
Mack, Arnav Thakur; junior
Zachary Shulkin; sophomores
Philip Deaton, Rahul Mehra,
Joey Rodriguez, Ramiz Somjee;
and freshmen Omkar Hosad and Ramiz Somjee
AJ Varner attended. All the delegates represented MUS well,
and Somjee earned two awards. Representing Indonesia in
SPECPOL (Special Political and Decolonization Committee), his
committee debated the future of U.N. peacekeeping operations, cyber-warfare, and the use of outer space. Somjee won
Honorable Mention for Best Position Paper and Honorable
Mention Best Delegate, a notable feat considering hundreds
of students attended the event and committees held up to
55 students each. Government Club advisors were Ms. Jenny
Fernandez, Mr. Jason Peters ’88, and Mr. Davis Smith.

I N SI D E M U S

Economics Students Excel
in National Competition
Led by Mr. John Knaff, instructor in mathematics and economics, both MUS teams advanced to the semifinal round
of the Econ Challenge this spring, finishing in a three-way
tie for 19th place in the nation with Fargo Davies High School
(Fargo, ND) and Newcastle High School (Newcastle, OK).
Seniors Keegan Jones and Kamar Mack and juniors
Daniel Clark and Billy Dunavant took first place in the
state-qualifying competition on March 27 and advanced
to the national semifinal round. The second-place team of
juniors Danny Harris and Henry T. Stratton and sophomores
Brooks Eikner and
Aneesh Ram also
advanced to the
national competition.
“My students
enjoyed competing –
and winning certainly
helps,” Knaff said.
“But I was surprised
at how much they relished the feeling that
they actually learned
some economics. It’s
a nice validation for
them, that their studying does pay off.”
Above, from left, Mr. John Knaff, Brooks Eikner, Aneesh Ram,
Henry T. Stratton, and Danny Harris; Kamar Mack,
Billy Dunavant, Daniel Clark, Keegan Jones, and Mr. John Knaff

Owls Score in
Chemistry Competitions

T

he Memphis section of the American Chemical
Society honored top-scoring students on chemistry
tests administered by the society. On the Memphis
Section High School Competitive Exam, Owls took the top
three spots, with freshman Chang Yu earning the highest
score, sophomore Aneesh Ram placing second, and junior
David Dabov securing third. Yu, Ram, and Dabov shut out
students from schools across Shelby County.
On the local Chemistry Olympiad examination, juniors
Witt Fesmire placed fourth, Matt Fuess tied for fifth, and
Tucker Colerick was seventh.

SUMME R 2 0 1 5
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Fesmire Wins National Writing Award

J

unior Witt Fesmire is a winner of the 2015
National Council of Teachers of English
Achievement Award in Writing for his poem,
“North Tower, Fl 93,” and an argumentative
essay he wrote in response to an assigned
prompt. Fesmire was one of 650 juniors
nominated by their schools to participate in
the program.
National judges evaluated the submissions
on content, purpose, audience, tone, diction,

organization, development, and style. The
national winners, a total of 141 students, were
selected for demonstrating effective and
imaginative use of language to inform and
move an audience.
You can read the poem and see some
of Fesmire’s digital art and photography in
the latest MUS literary magazine,The MUSe.
Fesmire has been named 2015-16 editor of
the publication.

Hunters Win Hunger Challenge
Provide more than 60,000 meals to Memphians in crisis

S

taff of the Tennessee Wildlife
Federation’s Hunters for the Hungry
program presented eight students
the first-place trophy in the regional
Hunger Challenge competition, highlighting community service, charitable giving,
and hunger-relief awareness.
The honorees were juniors
Edward Apple, Alex Barksdale,
Nick Bragorgos, Carter Coleman,
Billy Dunavant, Bolton Gayden;
sophomore Brent Robinson; and
freshman Richard Bragorgos. Their
donations provided 60,500 meals for
Memphians in crisis.
“These young men have a lot to be
proud of,” said HFTH Manager Matt
Simcox, who, with Coordinator Michael
Folk ’09, presented the students with the
trophy. “They set an incredible example
of hard work and a spirit of giving to their
fellow students, and I suspect it will be
contagious.”
Six Memphis schools participated
in the Hunger Challenge, including
Hutchison (which won the Hunger
Challenge last year), St. Agnes, 		
St. Benedict, St. George’s, and Collierville
High School. Hunger Challenge creator
and longtime TWF board member

14
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Hunger Challenge continues to spread
across the state, we have a chance at
making a serious impact on the ongoing
problem of hunger in Tennessee.”
Gayden’s son, Bolton, was recognized
with two individual awards: Top Gun,
presented to the student who raises
the most money for hunger relief, and
the Harvester Award, presented to the
student personally responsible for the
most donated venison.
“My dad started teaching me gun
safety and marksmanship at an early
age,” Bolton said. “It is now a privilege
to be able to provide food for the less
fortunate in Tennessee. Each pound of
venison feeds four to six people.”
Simcox explained that the HFTH program connects white-tailed deer hunters
with local wild game processors who
prepare and package donated venison
Bolton Gayden, left, with Mr. Michael Folk ’09,
at a reduced price or no charge to the
Hunters for the Hungry coordinator
hunter. The venison is then provided to
area food banks and soup kitchens, and
Dr. Jack Gayden says he’s thrilled with the
it is often their main source of fresh
growth of the program.
protein. Since its founding in 1998, HFTH
“It’s very satisfying for me personally to
has provided more than 4 million meals
see this thing taking hold,” said Gayden,
in Tennessee. Simcox noted that cona Memphis physician. “To witness young
trolled wildlife hunting is also a crucial
men and women grab the ball and run
element in reducing overpopulation.
with it like this is amazing. I think as the
IN SIDE MUS

Yu Advances to U.S.A.
Junior Mathematical
		Olympiad
Seniors, from left, Richard Ouyang, Jack Gray,Yunhua Zhao,
and Jack Hirschman attended the Academic All-Stars luncheon.
(William Merriman and Sherman Tabor were unable to attend.)

Academic
All-Stars Honored
The Commercial Appeal ’s Republic Services
Academic All-Stars program honored six seniors
this year, and two were named overall winners at
the awards luncheon April 29. Jack Hirschman
received an overall award in the Science category,
and Richard Ouyang received an overall award in
General Scholarship.
Other weekly winners were Jack Gray, Foreign
Language; William Merriman, Social Sciences and
History; Sherman Tabor, English and Literature; and
Yunhua Zhao, Mathematics. Gov. Bill Haslam was
the featured speaker at the awards luncheon, held
at the Hilton Memphis. The Academic All-Stars
program recognizes the “best and brightest”
students from the Memphis area in 10 categories.
Nominees exemplify a high standard of leadership,
community service, and academic excellence.

MUS students scored well on various American Mathematics
Competitions sponsored by the Mathematical Association of
America. Seniors Baty Daniel, Richard Ouyang, and Yunhua Zhao;
juniors Murray Morrison and Daniel Tancredi; and freshmen
Jackson Moody and Chang Yu qualified for the American Invitational
Mathematics Examination, the results of which determine the
students who advance to the national level.
Ninth-grader Yu was the only student in Tennessee to qualify
for the national test, the U.S.A. Junior Mathematical Olympiad.
Participants were asked to solve six problems over the course
of two days.
Mathematics instructor Dr. Steve Gadbois was pleased with Yu’s
performance.
“He did not advance to the world competition this year, but he is
remarkably talented, and he’ll continue to learn and to work hard, so
I believe he has a real chance before he graduates of making it to
that next level: an invitation to the tryouts for the six-member U.S.
team to compete head-to-head with teams from the rest of the
world in the International Math Olympiad.”
Want to sample a question from Yu’s test? Try this one: Given a
sequence of real numbers, a “move” consists of choosing two terms
and replacing each by the arithmetic mean (average). Show that
there exists a sequence of 2,015 different real numbers such that
after any initial move is applied to the sequence there is always a
way to continue with a finite sequence of moves so as to obtain in
the end a constant sequence.
Solve the problem correctly and win a prize. Send your
solutions to Dr. Gadbois at steve.gadbois@musowls.org.

Tabor Named Jefferson Scholar

T

he Jefferson Scholars Foundation at the University of Virginia has selected senior 		
Sherman Tabor for the Jefferson Scholarship. More than 1,700 nominees competed for 		
this highly selective merit-based award, and 116 finalists underwent a five-day competition
involving seminar discussions, essay and mathematics examinations, and interviews with
University of Virginia alumni and faculty. Each of the 34 honorees will receive a full scholarship covering the cost of attendance at the university as well as participation in many enrichment programs
sponsored by the foundation, such as travel abroad opportunities and career networking activities.
An accomplished senior with a 4.95 weighted GPA, Tabor was a Student Ambassador, the managing
editor of The Owl’s Hoot, a state qualifier and team captain on the swim team, and a soloist in Beg To
Differ. He was a member of Heartbeat, a group of juniors and seniors who spend time with seventh graders discussing the
benefits of abstaining from illicit drugs and underage drinking. As a member of the school’s Civic Service Organization, he
volunteered in the community to clean trails along the Wolf River and plant trees at Shelby Farms. In addition he worked as a
youth ambassador with Tennessee Shakespeare Company last summer and served as a camp counselor at SLAM, a summer
academic and sports enrichment program at MUS.

I N SI D E M U S
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Campus News

S

tudents from the Class of 2016 stood
nervously in hallways with admissions
applications in hand, adjusting their
ties and mentally preparing to meet with
alumni and staff during the annual event
known as Junior Mock Interviews. In March
and April, volunteers helped students

JUNIOR
INTERVIEWS
Practice Makes
Perfect
practice their interview skills to prepare
for college admissions meetings.
“Going into my interview with Mr. Jim
Burnett ’83, managing director of Morgan
Keegan & Company, I was most nervous
about blanking on a question and being
completely silent,” Mac McArtor said.
“I read some tips that our college

counselors gave us, but I tried not to obsess
on it too much. I knew it would be a learning
experience.”
In addition to providing students an
opportunity to control their nerves and
improve their skills, mock interviews offer
alumni a chance to share about their own
college experiences.
“I was interviewed by Mr. Bob Fockler ’77,
president of the Community Foundation
of Greater Memphis and a graduate of
Princeton University,” Daniel Tancredi said.
“I appreciated all the information he had
about Princeton and the Ivy League, and
what college life was like for him there.”
The experience also helps students
understand where to focus for the next
interview.
“As for the interview process in general,
I need to be better paced so that I can talk
about everything I want to by the end of the
time period,” Tancredi said. “Mr. Fockler also
gave me great advice about approaching
the college admission process as a whole:
Control everything you can, and let the rest
work itself out.”

Above, from left, Mac McArtor and
Mr. Jim Burnett ’83; Daniel Tancredi
and Mr. Bob Fockler ’77;
Mr. Jeffrey Block ’94 and
Philip Freeburg

From left, Max Murray, Saatvik Mohan, Grayson Lee, Bilal Siddiq, Hudson Anthony, Gabe Hanna, Austin Hord, Edwin Gully, Zach Shulkin,
Jordan Wallace, Billy Dunavant,Will Buser, Jalen Friendly,Theo Wayt, David Dabov, and Eric Makapugay
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Campus News

MUS Hosts Foreign
Language Workshop
MUS hosted the Tennessee Foreign
Language Teaching Association West
Tennessee Regional Workshop on
April 11, welcoming about 75 language
educators from the region to Hull Lower
School. An East Tennessee version of
the conference has been held for the
past seven years, but this gathering was
a first for the western part of the state,
said organizer Mr. Ryan Sellers, instructor
in Latin.
“It’s not unusual for language
teachers – especially teachers of the less
commonly taught languages – to feel a
certain degree of professional isolation,”
Sellers said. “It’s important for them to
have an opportunity to come together
to share ideas and reflect on the most
effective ways of teaching languages to
our students.”
The morning workshop featured a
variety of sessions including “Teaching
Hispanic Culture Through Film” by 		
Ms. Mary Reed, Spanish teacher at
St. George’s Independent School;
“Language Learning Through Digital
Storytelling” by Dr. Felix Kronenberg,
assistant professor of German at Rhodes
College; “Teaching Foreign Languages
Through Instructor-Made (Sing-Along)
Karaoke Videos” by Ms. Rita Pasqui,
instructor of classics and Italian at
University of Memphis; “Mater Linguarum,
Mater Scientiarum: Demonstrating the
Practicality of Latin in a STEM-Focused
World” by Dr. Patrick McFadden, Latin
teacher at St. Mary’s Episcopal School;
and “Electronic Language Tools For
Student Success” by Dr. Errol O’Neill,
assistant professor of French, University
of Memphis.

I N SI D E M U S

DNA
Dynamics
In Mrs. Laura Lawrence’s Life Science classes, seventh graders built small
strands of deoxyribonucleic acid, or DNA, reinforcing the concept that
complementary bases pair up to make DNA’s double helix structure.
Above, from left, Michael Sweeney, Collins Robinson, Ben Spiegelman,
Council Rowland, Andrew Bragorgos, Clay Hancock, and Deion Harris present
their DNA strand; team members Cameron Evans and Council Rowland and
Cole Saenz and Ben Spiegelman compete in a race to build their DNA
molecules by joining nucleotide subunits together.

Grizz Games with the Bongo Lady

M

alenda Meacham, known around the Bluff City as “Bongo Lady,” made
national news recently, appearing on Good Morning America with
her son, senior Hayden Meacham, and her daughter, Hannah.
Mrs. Meacham, a seven-year season-ticket holder, is featured regularly at
Memphis Grizzlies games in the FedEx Forum, where player Tony Allen appears
on the Jumbotron searching for
his “home girl,” Bongo Lady. When
the Bongo Cam focuses on her,
she plays the cartoon drums that
appear on the screen with wild
enthusiasm. Hayden, headed to
UCLA this fall, frequently contributes to his mother’s act, too,
wearing a paper bag on his head
to show his embarrassment.

From left, Hayden Meacham, his mom, Mrs. Malenda Meacham, and sister, Hannah Meacham,
on the Good Morning America set
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Campus News

Seminar Trains
Future Student Leaders
by Ms. Megan Phillips, Communications Intern

A

s students gathered in Wunderlich
Auditorium for the 2015 Student
Leadership Seminar March 18,
they scarfed down the last bits of
breakfast before the clock read 7 a.m.
“Our expectation in this seminar is for
you to learn to be better leaders next
year and to understand the magnitude
of serving on the Student Council and
Civic Service Organization,” Mr. Judd
Peters ’81, director of school and 		
community relations, said.
The annual seminar, a four-session
course for any boy interested in leadership positions, drew 29 students. The
seminar covers practical topics such as

“I would like to carry out the goals of
the CSO, to give back to the community
of Memphis,” junior Grayson Lee said.
“I’m very excited to have the opportunity
to learn how to be a cooperative part of
an organization and the school.”
Witt Fesmire, a junior who did not
intend to run for a Student Council
office, participated in the seminar to
learn about leadership. “We discussed
the most important aspects of leadership and the essential characteristics a
leader needs to reach his vision, and I
plan to use what I learned to be a better
role model in my church, school, and
community,” he said.

Mr. Eddie Batey keeps participants moving in an early-morning leadership session.

the attributes of a good leader, public
speaking, how to run a meeting, and how
to plan a project or event. To be eligible
for Student Council and CSO positions,
students must complete the seminar, maintain a high GPA, demonstrate
upstanding citizenship, and have no
outstanding disciplinary or Honor Council
violations within the school year.
Each student has his own reasons for
attending the seminar.
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Mr. Eddie Batey, director of Memphis
Leaders and co-director of the seminar, discussed the skills needed to be
a strong leader, including the importance of holding effective meetings.
He focused on the two-fold purpose
of a meeting: to communicate and to
facilitate decision-making. Batey also
described aspects of a well-run meeting,
including producing agendas, reviewing
and confirming the minutes of each

previous meeting, paying attention, and
keeping the audience engaged.
“You can lose your audience. You can
have people’s attention for 10-minute
segments, and then you have to do
something else,” Batey said. “Speaking
of that, it might be a good time for 		
Simon Says. Everyone please stand.
Simon says, hands above your head … .”
After a short break, Batey and Peters
divided the boys into three groups. The
goal for each group was to create an indepth Student Council project or event
plan that the students would present
to Peters. While project planning allows
students to gain experience participating in and leading a group, the presentations also generate suggestions for the
incoming Student Council as they plan
the upcoming year’s events.
“Being on the CSO or on the Student
Council is like having a job,” Peters said.
“Depending on your position, there’s
work you have to do every week and
sometimes every day. You have to
balance academics with extracurricular
activities.”
When election results were in and
appointments were set, a new slate of
officers and leaders began planning how
they would balance their responsibilities in the coming year. Lee was president-elect of the CSO, and Fesmire was
named the 2015-16 editor of the school
literary magazine, The MUSe.
Whether they attained the position
they sought this year or not, students
who participated in the Leadership
Seminar have likely learned valuable
lessons that will help them in college,
career, and beyond.

IN SIDE MUS

Campus News

CSO Continues Work
in the Community

Students organized and ran
numerous noteworthy projects
this spring:

Lin Zheng
Race to Remission 5K

More than

$42,OOO
raised

Raised

$3OO

Freshman Marshall Jones, Andrew Jones
(rising fifth grader at Grace-St. Luke’s), and
freshman Benjamin Freeman

Juniors Will McAtee and Nathan Dinh
serve ice cream after the race.

Juniors Hudson Anthony,
Tom Fowlkes, and Gabe Hanna

Senior Ted Helmhout, far left, organized
a school supplies drive in January during
the Civic Service Organization’s annual
Wish Bowl. The drive benefited Frayser
Elementary School, with $300 worth of
supplies collected. One of the teams
at the Wish Bowl was, from left, juniors
Russell Sands, Daniel Tang, Dylan Echlin,
David Dabov, and Eric Makapugay.

CONGRATULATIONS, CLASS OF 2015!
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In April junior Tucker Colerick led a food
drive benefiting the Mid-South Food
Bank. The effort resulted in a donation
of 1,459 lbs. of food, providing meals to
1,216 Mid-South people in need. From
left are Colerick, junior Philip Freeburg,
senior Alex Carruthers, junior
Cole Harrison, and junior Grayson Lee.

Trophy and medal winners in their age groups, from left, Philip Freeburg and Mr. Carter Hord receive their
honors from organizer Grayson Lee.

Junior Grayson Lee, in conjunction
with senior Ethan Pretsch, junior Daniel
Tancredi, sophomore Henry Trammell, and
freshman John Ross Swaim, spearheaded
the Lin Zheng Race to Remission 5K in
May. Funds collected from the race and a
fundraising page total more than $42,000
for St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital,
where fellow Owl Linhao Zheng, a junior,
is undergoing treatment for leukemia.

Junior Zach Shulkin organized an
Earth Day project to clear privet from
the campus trails. Volunteers, from left,
are juniors Kyle Day, Mahad Jamil, and
Wesley Wells, Mr. Eddie Batey, Shulkin,
and sophomore Joey Rodriguez.

The Class of 2015 made a difference in the Memphis community through personal
contributions and Civic Service Organization work with the following organizations:
Balmoral Pre-School
Binghampton Urban Farm
Boy Scouts of America
Carpenter Art Garden
(Binghampton Development Corporation)
Clean Memphis
Coaching for Literacy
GrizzFit (Memphis Grizzlies Charitable Foundation)
Jacob’s Ladder (Community Development
Corporation)
Junior League of Memphis
Kingsbury Elementary School
Make-A-Wish Foundation
Manna House
Memphis Athletic Ministries
Memphis Division of Fire Services Station #41

I N SI D E M U S

Memphis Gridiron Ministries
Memphis Leadership Foundation
(Refugee Empowerment Program)
Memphis Union Mission
Mid-South Food Bank
Neighborhood Christian Center
Overton Park Conservancy
Perea Preschool
Salvation Army
Service Over Self
Shelby Farms Park Conservancy
Special Olympics
Streets Ministries
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital
Wolf River Conservancy
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A Message to my Younger Brother
Seniors offer confessions and advice

A

s their final semester draws to a
close, a spirit of nostalgia typically
settles on the seniors. They reflect on
Memphis University School with a sense
of pride and accomplishment but also
a tinge of melancholy. That melancholy
sometimes prompts older brothers to
pass along their hard-earned wisdom
to younger siblings. We asked several
members from the Class of 2015 what
message they would share with their
brothers.
Robby Matthews, now headed to
Vanderbilt University, struggled during
his first weeks at MUS. At first, he did not
appreciate some of the rules enforced
in the Lower School, and classes were
not always easy for him.

Placed firmly between the rock of
rules and the hard place of academic
rigor, Matthews’ confidence began to
erode. He hopes his brother, eighth
grader Ryan Matthews, will avoid that
quandary.
“I struggled with maturity, looked for
excuses, and blamed everyone else for
my problems. I actually thought some
of my teachers were out to get me,” he
said. “Time management is an expected challenge at a school offering as
much as our does. But I had a discipline
problem; when I decided assignments
weren’t interesting, I lacked the maturity
to complete them.”
As he matured, he said, he found it
easier to accept responsibility.

Ryan and Robby Matthews

“I hope Ryan will get there faster than I
have,” he said. “I’d tell all underclassmen
to watch the guys ahead of them – not
only their triumphs, but also their mistakes. They can learn a lot.”

E

mbracing individualism was an often-repeated theme
among the new alumni. Sherman Tabor, who will study
at the University of Virginia this fall, reflected on misperceptions he had as a young MUS student.
“I often worried that my interests – singing, swimming, and
writing – would alienate me from some classmates,” he said.
“But the more time I spent at MUS, the more I came to see
that this community is about acceptance, encouragement,
and mutual support. There is really no ‘typical MUS student.’
I think Harrison [a sophomore] already knows that.”

Drake and Drew Richmond

D

rew Richmond, now headed to University of Tennessee,
Knoxville, had different challenges in his early days
at MUS.
“I struggled to find my true identity. As an underclassman I
tried to fit in at first – and it hindered my personal growth,” he
said. “If I could give advice to anyone, I would tell them, ‘Stay
true to what you already know is right. You don’t have to be
like anyone else.’”
Richmond praised his brother, junior Drake Richmond, for
his unique gifts. “I respect his calmness,” he said. “I have a
temper, but he allows things to roll off his back. I also admire
his passion. He shows an incredible level of dedication to all
his endeavors.”
He shared his hopes for Drake’s future. “I don’t ever want
him to struggle with a lack of confidence – especially because of me,” he said. “I gained a lot of attention because of
football, and Drake is gifted in different ways that deserve
just as much attention.”
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Harrison and Sherman Tabor

Family ties, both literal and figurative, have
always been a vital part of life at MUS. No doubt
these graduates will continue to keep watchful
eyes on the younger Owls’ progress, just like any
big brother would.
IN SIDE MUS

Robotics Students
Complete Final Trial

I

and Save the Puppies

n Mr. Lee Loden’s Honors Robotics class, a gauntlet awaited the
students for their final exam.
They would need to design and
build a robot capable of remote search
and rescue. Their only navigational aid
would be a live video feed, and the robot
would be required to perform several
functions, including pipe cutting. Imaginary puppies’ lives were at stake, and
cutting the wrong pipe would result in a
hypothetical disaster. It would also
result in a real failing grade.
A professional development trip last
year inspired Loden’s exam. During
robotics classes at Carnegie Mellon
University in Pittsburgh, he saw
students tackling a DARPA (Defense
Advanced Research Projects Agency)
challenge.
“Their search and rescue bot had to
turn a valve and use power tools designed for humans,” he said. “I watched
them practice for their challenge with an
entry named Tartan Rescue. It was an
amazing experience.”
Loden’s test required that the class
equip their robot with an electrical
saw and tools that would open doors
and flip light switches. Students would
find instructions as they navigated the
environment. They did not know what
circumstances they would encounter, so
they placed a smaller robot, affectionately named Baby Bot, inside the larger
one. Baby Bot would access any tight
spaces, and the two bots would act as
eyes and ears for each other via individually mounted cameras and cell phones.
Command Central, a concealed area
in the basement of the McCaughan
Science Center, was the location from
which the students would control the
robotic duo. The guys would have only

the remote controls to run the robots
and the live feeds transmitted from
the cameras and phones. In the early
morning hours on the day of the final,
conditions were complicated further
by a flood in the science building
basement.
The exam began at the downstairs
door on the southeast corner of the
science building, where the robots
entered the basement’s pitch darkness
and made their way to the main hallway
door. The door was heavier and more
difficult to open than expected, costing
them precious time, but they eventually
proceeded down the hall to the Robotics Lab. When they opened this door, the
darkness was accentuated by flashing
emergency lights and sound effects.
Within a maze that only Baby Bot could
travel, the students found their final
instructions. They would need to locate
and cut one of several wires housed
inside PVC pipes. The imaginary puppies’
lives depended on them, so cutting the
proper pipe and wire was crucial.
The students had to improvise on
several occasions; but, awash in a sea
of smack talk, dead batteries, soaked
carpet, and a looming deadline, they
eventually cut the correct wire, sparing
the virtual puppies and the students’
semester grades.
Loden is excited about future
possibilities for students in the rapidly
expanding field of robotic search 		
and rescue.
“Bots have been used by military
and law enforcement to determine the
severity of situations, but we have yet to
see robots used for fire rescue, or major
disasters like the reactor meltdown in
Fukushima, Japan,” Loden said. “But that
is changing as we speak.”

Above, from left,Will Hays, Ethan Pretsch, and
Hunter Finney watch the robot cut through the
PVC pipe; Baby Bot is unloaded for a camera
check; the robots make their way through the
science basement, locating the first door they
must open.

To see more photos from the final exam, visit the Photo Gallery on the MUS website. To learn more about the DARPA
challenge at Carnegie Mellon, visit nrec.ri.cmu.edu/projects/tartanrescue/challenge/.
I N SI D E M U S
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Dirty Rotten
Scoundrels
Steals Loads
of Laughs

A

fter a boisterous winter, MUS
audiences welcomed a trip to
the French Riviera as the stage
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of Hyde Chapel transformed into
the delightful (though fictional)
resort town of Beaumont-surMer, the setting for the spring
musical theater production,
Dirty Rotten Scoundrels, directed
by Mr. Tim Greer.
Based on the popular 1988 film,
Dirty Rotten Scoundrels tells the
tale of Lawrence Jameson (senior
Baker Ball), a suave con man who
charms people out of their money
by posing as an exiled prince. With
the local police chief (senior
Andrew Elsakr) in Lawrence’s
pocket, all is going well until

American grifter Freddy Benson
(senior Evan Arkle) arrives.
Freddy works the shallow end of
the scamming pool by accepting
donations for his allegedly ailing
From top, left to right, the cast gives
audiences a taste of the Riviera in “The
More We Dance”; cast and crew gather
for a farewell photo; Muriel Eubanks
(Evey Eason) acquaints gullible
tourists (Ahmed Latif, Jalen Friendly,
and T.J. Purnell) with Beaumontsur-Mer’s monuments; Janet (Eliza
Oehmler) and Lawrence, as Dr. Emil
Schaffhausen (Baker Ball), begin the
“rehabilitation” of Freddy’s alter ego,
Officer Benson (Evan Arkle).

IN SIDE MUS
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grandmother. Initially, Lawrence and
Freddy try to work together, only to
find that the small town of Beaumontsur-Mer isn’t big enough for the two of
them. They agree on a wager: The first
to extract $50,000 from young target
Christine Colgate (Eliza Oehmler, 		
St. Mary’s) wins, and the other must
leave town. A hilarious battle of cons
ensues that keeps audiences laughing
and applauding right up to the end.
Caught in the crossfire between the
two devious dodgers are a Nebraska
divorcee (Evey Eason, Hutchison), an
Oklahoma heiress (Avery Blanton,
St. Mary’s), and the many denizens
of Beaumont-sur-Mer’s casino and
hotel, played by Blanton, Charlotte Gray
(Hutchison), Abby Jacobs (St. Mary’s),

J

Gretchen Vogt (St. Mary’s), Olivia
Wilkinson (Hutchison), MUS
seniors Xavier Greer, Brad Jarratt,
Ahmed Latif, T.J. Purnell, Townsend
Warren; juniors Nick Bragorgos,
Jalen Friendly, Andrew Hanissian,
Andres Salas; sophomore Dylan Riggs;
and freshman Sam Payne.
Technical Director of Theater Robert
Fudge described some of the challenges the cast and crew overcame to
produce the play.
“The snow and ice made the
schedule more challenging than usual,
but I admired how well our students
rose to the occasion, learning to
manage all the demands on their
time,” Fudge said. “The ‘I-had-no-ideathey-could-sing-like-that’ reactions

were priceless.”
Next year’s production will no doubt
continue to prove the students’
dedication and artistic abilities,
while perhaps revealing a few more
undiscovered talents.
Technical crew working behind the
scenes to make the production possible were seniors Nick Dunn, Jarratt,
and Jack Mullins, stage managers;
seniors Mike Carrier, Mitchell Clark,
Peter Phillips, Ethan Pretsch, and Jim
Waggoner, scene shift crew; juniors
Kyle Day, Dylan Echlin, and
Bilal Siddiq, lighting crew;
and juniors Nathan Dinh and
Eric Makapugay, sound technicians.

Amateur Luthier Builds Ukulele

unior Austin Hord built a tenor ukulele this spring with
the help of Mr. Grant Burke, acting chair of the Fine Arts
Department.
“Sparked by my Hale Fellowship in 2012, I’ve offered knowledge, tools, and assistance to students interested in building
their own instruments,” Burke said. He drew his inspiration
from the MUS Mandolin Club, originally established in 1903, and

hopes to continue the process with other students in future
years. “It’s a really challenging, intellectual, educational, and
rewarding project,” he said.
Hord agrees. “I’ve found out that a tremendous amount of
meticulous care goes into building an instrument,” he said,
“but the payoff and sense of accomplishment is well worth
the hard work.”

Tools of the Trade: Left, Austin Hord uses a sander to smooth the face of the ukulele; a chisel is required to perfect the instrument’s body; numerous clamps
are necessary during the gluing stages of construction; the finished product.
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Students Explore Their World
Through Photography

S

tudents gained firsthand experience arranging and shooting
photos in Mr. Grant Burke’s photography class this spring. After
completing a lesson on studio lighting, Burke and his class
studied Saturday Night Live photographer Mary Ellen Matthews’ work
to better understand their project: to create interesting portraits that
told stories with minimal props.
“The class is geared toward helping students pay attention to
details,” Burke said, “seeing little things every day that they typically
wouldn’t pay attention to.”
Pairs of students took turns acting as photographers and models,
completing a package of five photographs. Two photos were dramatic
portraits using only one point of light, and three photos used threepoint lighting set-ups.
Burke marveled at the photographers’ creativity, which inspires him,
as well. “I always get new ideas from the students.”
Opposite page, from top, left to right, Robby Matthews gives photographer
Connor Truitt a new point of view; Carlton Orange is captured mid-jump by
Corwin Vinson; C.J.Turner fends off Eli Weinberg in a scene they created for
Mr. Burke; Ted Helmhout gives Edwin Gully a close-up of his class ring;
Ramiz Somjee passes a basketball off-camera while Bridger Smith captures
the action.

Junior Theo Wayt performed with the 2015 Tennessee
All-State Symphony Orchestra at the Cannon Center April 11.
In seating auditions Wayt earned fourth chair in the
viola section.
Conducted by Nashville Symphony Music Director Giancarlo
Guerrero, the orchestra performed “Russian Easter Festival
Overture” by Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov and “Capriccio
Italien” by Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky.

Miesse Earns Third in Shakespeare Competition

F

reshman Witt Miesse took
third place in the community
round of the 2015 National
Shakespeare Competition held
in Hyde Chapel March 3. One of two
freshmen attending, he performed
Shakespeare’s “Sonnet No. 130” and
excerpts from Act 5, Scene 5 of
Macbeth.
“Macbeth’s huge character shift in
the monologue is dark and cynical,
so I jumped at the chance,” Miesse
said. “The sonnet I selected was
about how ridiculous it is to put
women on a pedestal and speak
only of their beauty, and I appreciated that.”
These selections were a significant
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Witt Miesse

undertaking for the freshman since
his only other experience with live
Shakespeare was the school’s
recent production of The Comedy
of Errors, in which he played a
supporting role.

“I really enjoyed the play and
learned a lot about Shakespeare
from the experience,” he said. “It not
only helped me gain an appreciation
for Shakespeare but gave me a
broader understanding of theater
in general.”
The English-Speaking Union
National Shakespeare Competition
assists high school teachers
across the country by providing a
Shakespeare and language arts
curriculum.
Through the competition
students are encouraged to develop
their communication skills and
an appreciation of the power of
language and literature.
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Go, H2Owls!

Swimmers Rack Up Seventh County Title and Second at State

W

ith performances improving
each year, the swim team
has become one of the
school’s most consistent programs.
Once again the elite team in the area,
the swimmers, under the leadership of
Coach Bryan Parker, claimed second
overall at the state meet, scoring the
most points in school history.
The aquatic Owls participate in
the Shelby County High School Swim
League, competing against public
and private schools throughout the
county. Overall, the team participated
in seven league meets this season and
dominated the competition. That dominance gave the Owls much confidence
heading into the postseason.
They defended their county
title at the Shelby County
Championships, held
at St. George’s. By

winning their seventh straight county
championship, a remarkable feat,
they advanced to the state meet in
Nashville, held February 12-13.
Junior Tucker Colerick noted how
important it was to the team to keep
the county streak alive.
“I remember when I was in the
seventh grade, seeing how proud the
upperclassmen were of their threepeat county-championship accomplishment, and now I am proud of our
team and Coach Parker for upholding
that winning tradition. We have worked
really hard, and I am excited for 		
next year.”
Despite having only two seniors,
this team was very seasoned, and
they handled the postseason
meets well. Those seniors,
Richard Ouyang and
Sherman Tabor,
had been in the
program throughout their MUS
tenure, and they
aided greatly in
the improvement
of this program.
However, the depth
of the Owls made
them formidable, as
juniors, sophomores, and even
several freshmen overwhelmed local
competition and swam competitively in
the final meet.
At the state competition the
team did well in individual races. In the

50-yard freestyle race, junior
Henry Keel took fourth while setting
a school record, and sophomore
Christian Berry claimed seventh. In
the 100-yard freestyle contest, Berry
finished fourth and set a school
record, and Keel placed sixth. In the
500-yard freestyle race, sophomore
Jack McCaghren took sixth place, and
fellow sophomore Alex Robinson
seventh. Robinson took fourth in the
100-yard backstroke, and McCaghren
finished seventh in the 100-yard
butterfly.
The Owls also had a strong showing
in relay events, with all three teams
setting school records. The 200-yard
freestyle team of Tabor, Keel, junior
C.J. Turner, and Berry finished second
overall, and the 400-yard freestyle
squad of Keel, Turner, Berry, and
Robinson also claimed second. The
200-yard medley relay team – made
up of Tabor (freestyle), McCaghren
(butterfly), Robinson (backstroke),
and freshman Liam Kaltenborn
(breaststroke) – got sixth place with
an outstanding showing. These
finishes helped the Owls score 201
points, trailing only perennial power
Chattanooga Baylor, which helped itself
with points in the diving competition in
which MUS does not compete.
Despite Baylor’s dominance at state,
McCaghren believes the MUS team will
continue to get better and can win the
title next year.
“With our team being so young, we

From left, Edwin Hussey in the 50-yard breaststroke; Forest Colerick powers past
opponents in the 100-yard freestyle.
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From left, Richard Ouyang qualifies for state in the 100-yard backstroke; Edwin Hussey in
a close100-yard breaststroke race; Andres Salas in the 50-yard butterfly

look forward to the future. We believe
we can break Baylor’s winning streak,”
the sophomore said.
Though Parker and the team will
miss seniors Ouyang and Tabor,
the younger swimmers are looking
forward to filling the void. Juniors
Alex Barksdale, Sam Bartz, Forest
Colerick, Tucker Colerick, Nathan Dinh,
Matt Fuess, Edwin Hussey, Andres
Salas, Henry T. Stratton; sophomores
Mackey Alexander, Ishan Biswas, Kian
Ghodoussi, Parker Kaye; and freshmen
Benton Ferebee, Will Huffman, John
Keegan, Rick Reinhard, Leon Vo, and

Bobby Wade will have an opportunity
to improve on their performances next
year and help the aquatic Owls continue
their upward trend.
As he looks back on the season, Keel
recognizes the team’s many accomplishments, though he is not satisfied
with the final result.
“This year provided the toughest
competition in years for us, but we still
won county easily and scored the most
points we ever have at state with such a
young team,” Keel said. “We believe that
next year will be historical, as we feel we
can challenge Baylor for the state title.”

Aquatic All-Americans
Senior Sherman Tabor, juniors Henry Keel
and C.J.Turner, and sophomores Christian
Berry and Alex Robinson earned High School
Swimming All-American honors for their
performances in the 200 and 400 relay
teams at the state competition in February.
Pictured from left are Turner, Robinson,
Berry, Keel, and Tabor.

Lower School
Coach: Drayton Carlisle
Record: 3-0
Roster:

Eighth graders Louis Allen,
JoJo Fogarty, Ethan Hurst,
Bailey Keel, Justin Martin,
Ev Nichol, William Quinlen,
Jet Tan, Warren Turner, Ty Williams

From left, Coach Bryan Parker, C.J.Turner, Parker Kaye, Kian Ghodoussi, Alex Robinson, Liam Kaltenborn, Jack McCaghren, Rick Reinhard, Henry Keel,
Christian Berry, Sherman Tabor, Forest Colerick, Sam Bartz, and Tucker Colerick
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Basketball Players Demonstrate
Resilience During Challenging Season
Despite these early setbacks, the team
was improving and started to play better
in December. They went on to claim three
of their next five consecutive contests,
defeating Memphis East, Father Ryan,
and Tattnall Square Academy (GA) and
losing to Montgomery Bell Academy and
Bolton. Yet that run ended as the Owls
dropped four of their next five games,
playing
contests in
Atlanta and
Nashville,
and finishing
2014 at 5-12.
Bakke
focused on
resilience in
the new year,
and the Owls
responded
by playing
some of
their best
Varsity team members, front row, from left, Austin Lacy, Chandler Braxton,
basketball of
Will Farnsworth, Philip Freeburg, Michael Reddoch, Pierce Rose, Luke Wilfong,
the season.
Josh Gray; back row, Connor Whitson, Preston White, Matt Kruczek,
In two
David Nelson, Cole Harrison, Owen Galvin, and Connor Truitt
straight wins
over Millington and Harding, the eventual
Coach Trey Suddarth, looked forward to
runner-up in Division II-A, the squad
the 2014-15 schedule.
notched 114 points.
The team got off to a slow start
The Owls were quite confident heading
against some quality competition and
into division play, but they struggled in
struggled to overcome several untimely
their contests against rivals Christian
injuries, but the players displayed
Brothers and Briarcrest, losing all four
character and resilience, never giving
despite playing very hard throughout.
up during their 10-18 season. They lost
The Owls swept their other division
six of their first seven games playing
foe, St. Benedict, in the regular season,
some very strong area teams, including
beating the Eagles by 12 at home and
public schools Bartlett, Ripley, White
by 3 on the road. Yet the biggest win of
Station, and Wooddale and independent
the year was a 20-point victory at St.
schools Evangelical Christian School,
George’s, the eventual Division II-A state
First Assembly Christian School, and
champion, in early February.
Southwest Christian Academy (AR).
Coming off the 2013-14 state runner-up
season – only the second finals run
in the program’s history – basketball
Head Coach Matt Bakke knew this year
would be challenging because he had
to replace nine graduating players.
With some talented players returning,
including six rising seniors, Bakke and
his assistants, Coach Mark Counce and
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With their record in the division, the
Owls earned the West’s third seed in the
TSSAA Division II-AA state tournament
and hosted St. Benedict in the opening
round. Though the team gave good effort
and led throughout much of the first
three quarters, the Eagles finished the
game on a 12-3 run to win, 43-38, and
end the Owls’ season.
The team’s six seniors –
Chandler Braxton, Will Farnsworth,
Michael Reddoch, Pierce Rose,
Connor Truitt, and Preston White –
played hard throughout the year and
showed great resilience as they fought
through injuries and several close
contests. Juniors included
Philip Freeburg, Owen Galvin,
Cole Harrison, Matt Kruczek,
Austin Lacy, David Nelson, and
Connor Whitson. This group experienced
the exhilaration of going to the state
finals with the 2013-14 squad, and the
coaches will rely on them to work hard
in the offseason. Sophomores Josh Gray
and Luke Wilfong logged significant
minutes this season and should
continue to improve next year. And
freshmen John McBride and
Zachary Street showed great promise
and received early playing time.
Bakke saw many positives in the
season: “I am extremely proud of the
effort and attitude our players displayed,
despite the adversity and setbacks
that we went through,” Bakke said. “We
competed hard all year against quality
competition, showed a great deal of
improvement throughout the season,
and had some great wins along the
way. It was a true privilege for me to be
associated with such an outstanding
group of young men.”
IN SIDE MUS

JUNIOR VARSITY
Coach: Trey Suddarth
Record: Finished regular season 17-2
Roster: Juniors Austin Lacy, Colin Threlkeld;
sophomores Jack Crosby, Alex Salazar; freshmen
John McBride, Zachary Street
FRESHMEN

Above, Chandler Braxton maneuvers through White
Station defenders; Will Farnsworth drives past
White Station opponents.

3O Teams Compete in Summer Classic
The premier summer high school basketball
attraction in West Tennessee took place in
late June for the 16th year. About 30 local
and out-of-state teams participated in 85
games during the three-day Jerry Peters
Memphis Summer Classic. The event, held in
conjunction with the Memphis and Shelby
County Officials Association training camp,
was hosted at Hutchison and MUS. The Owls
gained valuable experience, winning three
games in the event.
Directed by MUS Head Coach Matt Bakke,
the event continues to give high school teams
experience during the summer.
“We are very excited with how the event
turned out,” Bakke said. “Each year we try to
carry on the legacy of the Classic started by
Coach Peters.”
Peters made it to several games to see the
Owls play and was particularly pleased with
this year’s event.
“The Classic continues to be a big success.
The games are high quality, and the teams
benefit,” Peters said. “The Owls showed
improvement in their games as the Classic
progressed. Overall, the competition seems
to be better than it’s ever been.”
I N SI D E M U S

Coach: Joe Tyler
Record: Finished regular season 9-11, Division II
West Regional Tournament in third place with a
record of 5-4
Roster: John Bolton, Jackson Bridgforth,
Smith Duncan, Benjamin Freeman, Jesse Homan,
Michael Jennings, David Jones, Marshall Jones,
Aedan McKay, Fulton O’Keeffe, Charlie Rhodes,
Daniel Shumake, Bobby Wade, Bays Webb
EIGHTH GRADE
Coach: Dax Torrey ’94
Record: Finished regular season 14-8
Roster: Riley Bennett, Garrott Braswell,
Walker Crosby, Thomas Hayden, Jalen Hollimon,
Matthew Rogers, Dekari Scott, Sellers Shy,
Josh Tanenbaum, Johnathan Whitehead,
Philip Wunderlich, Philip Zanone
SEVENTH GRADE
Coach: Jason Peters ’88
Record: Finished regular season 21-5, Shelby 7-8
League Quarterfinals 43-29, Shelby League 7-8
Championship (Feb. 3) 38-24, (Feb. 5) 52-34
Roster: Robert Ayotte, Hall Barry, Aaron Cox,
Charlie Gilbert, Cooper Grace, Connor Hamilton,
Cody Hopkins, Jerry Peters, Thomas Pitts,
Ben Skahan, Ben Spiegelman, Charlie Street,
Kendall Thomas, Jonah Wexler

varsity basketball

Basketball Roster
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Baseball Season Success Plants Seeds for 2O16

T

he John Jarnagin era of MUS
baseball started this season as
the veteran coach took over for
longtime Head Coach Johnny Beard.
Jarnagin brings years of collegiate-level
experience to the Owls as he looks to
continue the success of the program.
With assistants Murphy Appling, Kyle
Finney, Bo Hart, and Chris Stewart

Christian Brothers, and St. Benedict,
some of the best teams in the state.
The team also excelled in several
prestigious tournaments. Early in the
season, the squad went to Gulf Shores,
AL, for a tournament, and the Owls
went 3-1, defeating Hatley (MS), Hillcrest
(MS), and Hernando (MS). A week later
the team played in a tournament in

Preston White, and Connor Wright
helped build a foundation for the
unprecedented success of this program
during their high school careers, and
their leadership for the younger players
was essential this season.
Coach Jarnagin noted some outstanding achievements by two of his seniors.
“Connor Wright was 22-22 in stolen

Covington and won three games, besting
Tuscaloosa County (AL), St. George’s,
and Fayette Academy. In early April the
Owls battled in the competitive USA
Classic, going 3-1 for the tournament by
defeating Bingham (UT), Cape Central
(MO), and Bolton to take fifth place in
this national event.
The challenging schedule forced
veteran players to build chemistry with
the younger ones. Seniors Cole Adams,
David Clarke, Mike Frymire, A.J. Hunt,
Pierce Jones, Carter McFerrin,
Colton Neel, Connor Stewart,

bases, along with A.J. Hunt, who was 1515. Hunt led our team with a .417 batting
average, a .529 on-base percentage,
and a .612 slugging average – all excellent marks.”
Though seniors played a large role
for this team, Jarnagin relied heavily on
the younger players, who brought great
talent and devotion to the program.
Juniors Will Buser, Mac McArtor, and
Max Murray; sophomores Nelson Kaye,
Christopher Nanney, Steven Regis,
Callaway Rogers, Evan Smith, and
Joshua Tyler; and freshmen 		

Starting catcher A.J. Hunt

aiding him, he prepared the team for
a challenging regular season, focusing
on fundamentals and mental strength
to give his players the best chance for
success.
In addition to playing some of the
best teams in the area in non-division
games – Bolton, Evangelical Christian
School, First Assembly Christian School,
Germantown, Harding, Munford, St.
George’s, and White Station – and outof-town teams Center Hill (MS), Marion
(AR), and Highland Park (IL), the Owls
faced regional opponents Briarcrest,
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gave this year. They worked very hard to
adapt to a new style and different strategy.
I think it helped us be successful,” Jarnagin
said. “We did not reach our goal of playing in
the big game, but we laid a solid foundation
for our returning players. I look forward
to watching our guys mature as baseball
players and quality young men.”

Lower School
Coaches: Ben Clanton ’94,
Andrew Norrid, Zack Rutland ’06,
Blair Wright ’08
Record: 1-11
Roster: Eighth graders Riley Bennett,
Scott Burnett, Robin Coffman,
Brock Dallstream, Griff Griffin,
Maurice Hampton, Wade Harrison,
J.J. Johnson, Lee Linkous,
Dylan Lomax, Ryan Matthews,
Thomas Mirth, Kaedmon Penney,
Henry Wood; seventh graders
Caleb Brock, Deion Harris, Fox Harris,
Daniel Lucke, Will Portera,
Drew Rakers

baseball

John Bolton, Miller Grissinger,
Conner Hobbs, Jesse Homan, Tyler Rakers,
Hayden Stark, John Ross Swaim,
Chandler Tabor, and Jaylen Wilbon all
gained valuable experience and
contributed to the program.
The Owls completed their regular season
with division games against rivals Briarcrest,
Christian Brothers, and St. Benedict. After
having dropped contests against Briarcrest
and CBHS, the squad defeated St. Benedict
10-7, but they lost consecutive one-run
games against Briarcrest and St. Benedict,
entering the postseason as the West’s
fourth seed. In the first round, they took on
St. Benedict in a best two-of-three series to
advance. After dropping the first game, 8-2,
the Owls came back to win, 5-4, in game
two. Unfortunately, the Eagles would claim
game three, 10-6, and end the Owls’ season
at 18-15.
The Owls were very successful throughout
the season offensively. They finished with
a .312 batting average and a .445 on-base
percentage. They had 83 stolen bases with
a 94-percent success rate.
Coach Jarnagin was very encouraged by
his first season.
“I am very proud of the effort our guys

Left-handed pitcher David Clarke; Steven Regis defending the base; Max Murray at bat
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Fencers Take Fourth
Straight Championship

T

his year was another in a series of terrific efforts by
the fencers and coaches, with the Owls competing in
over 20 local and regional events and earning a bevy
of medals and new ratings, capped with a fourth-straight
Tennessee State Secondary School Fencing Championship.
The year began with a trip September 20 to the Back to
School Open in Bowling Green, KY. The team swept the foil
division with senior Jeffrey Zheng taking gold; junior 		
Wesley Wells, silver; and freshmen Jon Staffel and 		
Jacob Webb, bronze.
The fencers’ success in Kentucky was followed in October
by the MUS Open, where Wells and Zheng earned bronze and
silver respectively in foil, and seniors Andrew Elsakr and
Zack Whicker claimed bronze medals in saber. In late October
the team went to the Cumberland Open, hosted by Vanderbilt
University, where Wells and Zheng added bronze medals in foil.
The fencers gathered a cornucopia of medals just before
Thanksgiving, when they hosted the Junior Olympic Trial.
Sophomore Wyatt Neyhart earned a bronze in epee, and
Webb collected two. In the foil events Webb and sophomore
Will Tomes took silver, and Webb, Wells, and sophomore
Dylan Riggs earned bronze medals, with Riggs taking two.
Rounding out a whopping 11 medals for the team, seventh
grader Michael Sweeney and Whicker earned bronze medals
in saber.
Assistant Coach Sergey Petrosyan and Head Coach Brad
Kroeker took two short breaks from competition in October
and November
to host
fencing
demonstrations at
Presbyterian
Day School.
The events
drew nearly a
dozen sixth
graders,
The 2014-15 fencing team, kneeling, from left,
many of
Jackson Howell, Jon Staffel, Omkar Hosad, Jason Wang,
Landon Springfield, Ethan Lam; standing, Coach Brad
whom
Kroeker, Coach Mike Harber, Zack Whicker, Dylan Riggs,
returned for
Andrew Elsakr,Wesley Wells, Nick DiMento, Jacob Webb,
two-week
Jeffrey Zheng, Alec Scott,Will Tomes, Michael Sweeney,
Coach Steve Dobbs, and Coach Sergey Petrosyan
instructional
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sessions in February and March.
The Owls continued strong performances in January at
St. Mary’s inaugural tournament with freshman Jason Wang
winning a silver medal in epee and Coach Petrosyan taking
gold; Webb and Whicker earning bronze in foil; and Whicker
taking silver in saber.
Halftime of the MUS versus CBHS varsity basketball
game in February featured a rivalry match between senior
Nick DiMento, epee captain, and the Purple Wave’s reining
St. Michael’s Cup champion Devin Geiger. The match ended in
a thrilling victory with DiMento bringing the cup back to MUS
after a four-year
absence.
The Owls faced
strong competition
again at the Music
City Open, hosted
at Vanderbilt
University in late
February, and Webb
and Wells performed brilliantly
for a bronze and
CBHS’s Devin Geiger, left, good-naturedly hands off
silver in the open
the St. Michael’s Cup to Nick DiMento, who is giving
foil event.
a thumbs-up to the Owls basketball team.
MUS hosted a
second tournament in late March, where Zheng won a C rating,
and in an absolute thriller, defeated Millstadt (IL) Team Captain
Robert Wilson, 15-14. In the saber events, Whicker took gold
and Staffel took bronze, and Riggs earned bronze in a tough
foil competition.
State championships, held at MUS in April, closed the
yearlong fencing season. The team of DiMento, Riggs, Staffel,
Whicker, and Zheng fell just short of Baylor’s fencers in epee.
However, DiMento, Riggs, Webb, Whicker, and Zheng took the
foil field with five of the top six places, besting Baylor for the
first time in school history. The saber team showed great
strength and depth with senior Ahmed Latif, DiMento, Elsakr,
Whicker, and Zheng contributing critical points, enabling foil
and saber teams to secure the overall team championship
trophy.
Coach Kroeker was pleased with the Owls’ performance
this season, and he is optimistic about the future of the
IN SIDE MUS

Growing Trap Team
Places Third in District

T

MUS fencers bested Baylor in the state team foil championship
for the first time in school history. Owls took five of the six top
places. Above, Baylor Team Captain Jake Wagner passes the
team championship trophy to Foil Captain Jeffrey Zheng.

fencing program. He credits the assistant coaches
and graduating seniors with the team’s outstanding
2014-15 season.
“We owe much of our success this year to incredible senior leadership and the work of coaches Steve
Dobbs, Mike Harber, and Sergey Petrosyan,” he said.
“I’m looking forward to next year’s challenges and
exciting possibilities.”
New leadership will need to rise from within
the ranks if the team is to continue this year’s
level of success. The saber team will be building
on the experience of Staffel, Sweeney, and rising
sophomore Jackson Howell; and the epee team will
be rebuilding with Wang, rising freshman Ethan Lam,
and rising junior Alec Scott. Foil promises to remain
a powerhouse with Riggs, Tomes, Webb, and Wells
returning in the top slots, and rising senior Kyle Day
and rising sophomores Omkar Hosad and Landon
Springfield stepping up.
The coaches bid farewell to graduating seniors
DiMento, Elsakr, Latif, Whicker, and Zheng – noting
that upcoming leaders have an incredible challenge
before them.
“Future fencers will have a difficult time matching
the extraordinary leadership that these young men
exhibited this year,” Kroeker said.
I N SI D E M U S

he varsity trap
team turned in
another strong
season in 2015, with
an amazing total of 46
students shooting for
the Owls. Team members
worked hard, practicing
twice a week from
January through June. The
squad competed in five
tournaments, including
the TSSAA district, regional,
and state competitions.
The squad of seniors
August Klinke and Ethan
Pretsch and juniors Bolton
Gayden, Jim House, and Sam
Reese finished in third place
in the district tournament.
With a contingent of young
shooters, coaches Hamilton
Eggers ’94 and Jonathan Large
look forward to future seasons,
and they credit the strong work
ethic established by this year’s
team.
“Coach Eggers and I are proud
of the team this year,” Large said.
Above, from left, Charlie Rhodes
“They demonstrated time and
and Will Johnson; Beck Blake;
again that they were dedicated
Zachary Klinke
shooters, excellent sportsmen,
and selfless teammates.”
Members of this year’s team also included seniors Mike Carrier,
Mitchell Clark, Proctor Ford, Lewis Hergenrader, Butch Matthews,
and Dub Sorrells; juniors Edward Apple, Alex Barksdale, Beck Blake,
Carter Coleman, Billy Dunavant, Edwin Hussey, Jack Lewis,
Mac McHugh, Patton Orr, Russell Sands, and Eli Weinberg;
sophomores Burch Baine, Max Bannister, William Bragg, Hill Fulmer, 		
Henry George, Grady Hecht, John Walker Huffman, Will Johnson,
Charlie Jones, David Jordan, Zachary Klinke, Griffen Walden, and
Cole Wilder; and freshmen Harry Dunavant, Alexander Goodwin,
Edward Henley, John Keegan, Barry Klug, Bo McEwan, Macon Orr,
Mathon Parker, Charlie Rhodes, Mac Robinson, and Will West.
SUMME R 2 0 1 5
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A

s the premier lacrosse program in
the state, the MUS varsity team
knew they were a marked squad
going into the 2014-15 season.
Having won 10 state championships
since its formation at the school in
1990, the program draws other teams’
best efforts and attention. However, the
coaches and team thrived under the
pressure as they began a competitive
national schedule.
Coach Elliott Dent and assistant
coaches, Whit Tenent ’00 and Buck
Towner ’07, challenged and readied the
team for the postseason as they took
on good teams from Georgia, Illinois,
Kansas, Missouri, North Carolina, and
Virginia as well as the best squads in
Tennessee.
As usual, Dent relied heavily on his
seniors, who played vital roles in the
team’s success. Patrick Demere,
Tom Garrott, Jack Gray, Will Hays,
Hayden Hunt, Kamar Mack,
John Madden, Brant Newman,
Joseph Preston, Preston Roberts,
Griffin Wilson, and Ty Wolf brought
many years of experience to this year’s

Hayden Hunt and Winn Medlock
communicate on the field.

squad. Though some had their play
cut short because of injury, they all
contributed to a strong season.
What made this squad so formidable
was the talent of its younger players.
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Varsity
LacrossE
Targeted
Team Ends
Season 17- 6
Cade Klawinski surveys the field before passing.

Juniors Jackson Dickinson,
Gil Humphreys, Winn Medlock,
William Rantzow, Trammel Robinson,
and Swep Wallace; sophomores
Cade Klawinski and Louis Wittenberg;
and freshmen Josiah Crutchfield,
Buchanan Dunavant, Daniel Shumake,
Bobby Wade, and Rucker Wilkinson
were major players during important
games.
The Owls handily won their first two
games against local competition then
traveled during Spring Break to North
Carolina to challenge some very good
East Coast competitors. The team went
1-2 during the trip, falling in close games
to St. Anne Belfield (VA) and Charlotte
Country Day (NC), but defeating Durham
Academy (NC), 14-4.
Upon returning home the Owls went
on to win nine of their next 10 games,
losing only to McCallie, 11-10, in a preview
of the state title game. During that
stretch highlights included defeats
over rival Montgomery Bell Academy,
8-7, and St. Louis University High School
(MO), 14-4.

April featured battles against Georgia
teams in the Atlanta Legacy Cup, in
which the Owls went 1-1, beating Milton
High, 18-11, but losing to Roswell High
School, 13-9.
The most trying game of the season
occurred on a rainy night April 24 when
the Owls fell to local rival Christian
Brothers, 9-8. They admirably rebounded
to defeat an excellent Mary Institute
(MO) and St. Louis Country Day School
(MO) the next night, then Houston High
School four days later. The Owls finished
the regular season at 14-5.
As the second seed in their division,
the Owls drew Houston in the first
round and soundly defeated the
Mustangs again, 13-5. After a 12-3 win
at Ravenwood High School, the team
avenged their last loss by ending
Christian Brothers’ season with a 12-5
semifinal win. But the four-year title run
ended the next day as McCallie broke
a fourth-quarter tie to defeat the Owls,
13-11, and end their season at 17-6.
Dent had positive thoughts on
the season: “We are blessed to be in

IN SIDE MUS

Junior Varsity
Coaches: Whit Tenent ’00, Buck Towner ’07
Record: 12-1

Winn Medlock cradles past opponents.

Roster: Sophomores Webster Austin,
Eli Christenbury, Price Ford, Andrew Hopkins,
Jamie Lindy, Henry Trammell, Cole Wilder,
Alex Wolf; freshmen Cam Clayton,
Josiah Crutchfield, Buchanan Dunavant,
Harry Dunavant, Sean Fitzhenry,
Bentley Greenfield, Austin Hamilton,
Brandon Haney, Jordan Hays, Michael Jennings,
McCall Knowlton, Aidan Lonergan,
Collie Lowrance, Daniel Shumake,
Bobby Wade, Will West, Jake Wilbourn,
Rucker Wilkinson

Lower School
Coaches: Jeffrey Block ’94, Larry Klawinski, 		
Jason Lewin ’98, Garrott McClintock ’06, Jack Straton
Record: 19-2-1

Griffin Wilson, Jack Gray, and Preston Roberts

a position to think that a disappointing season is
defined by a close loss in the state-championship
game. I know the boys were disappointed, but I was
proud of how they rebounded after the loss to CBHS,
and they persevered for a strong season finish,” he
said. “Every year our main goal is to reach our potential
and play our best lacrosse in the month of May. We
accomplished that goal.”
Other underclassmen who contributed to the
varsity team included juniors Chandler Clayton, Billy
Dunavant, Evan Knaff, Wilson Pisahl, Bridger Smith,
Daniel Tancredi, and Mac Treadwell; sophomores
Eli Christenbury, Price Ford, Henry Trammell, and
Cole Wilder; and freshman Jake Wilbourn.

I N SI D E M U S

A Team Roster:
Eighth graders Stephen Christenbury, Ben Cox,
Anders Croone, Walker Crosby, JoJo Fogarty,
Trey Fussell, Bailey Keel, Sam Nelson,
William Quinlen, Sellers Shy, Alden Southerland, Liam
Turley, Billy Weiss, Philip Wunderlich,
Philip Zanone; seventh graders Hall Barry,
Robert Dickinson, Charlie Gilbert, Connor Hamilton,
Seth McKay, Daniel Meskin, Collins Robinson,
Charlie Street, Benjamin White
B Team Roster:
Eighth graders Mac Coleman, Trey Fussell,
Stuart Grow, Clay Harrison, Bailey Keel,
Stillman McFadden, Sam Nelson, David Zak;
seventh graders Stratton Barousse, Hall Barry,
Gus Carter, Robert Dickinson, Edward Erb,
Sam Faber, Charlie Gilbert, Benjamin Klemis,
Ben Lindy, Cole McDonald, Will McEwan,
Daniel Meskin, Austin Robinson, Collins Robinson,
Thomas Rogers, Hewes Scull, Charlie Street,
Sam Varner, Graham West
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Tennis Swings
Third Consecutive
Championship
Andres Carro

T

he varsity tennis program upheld
its legacy as the most decorated
tennis program in the state
this season, easily winning its 16th
Tennessee Secondary School Athletic
Association title – the most team tennis
championships in the state.
But the Owls did much more than just
secure last year’s record-breaking title
and third straight team championship;
for the third consecutive year, the Owls
also won the doubles title.
Seniors Michael Apple,
Alex Carruthers, Paul LaHue, Spencer
Richey, David Scharff, Christian
Schneiter, and Arnav Thakur led the
team, finishing their high-school careers

Christian Schneiter and his sinister
left-handed volley

on a high note. Apple and Richey
claimed their third consecutive state
doubles title, defeating a team from
Baylor 2 sets to 1 in the finals. Owls last
accomplished this feat when 2005
graduates Alex Guyton and Bo Ladyman
won three straight doubles titles from
2003 to 2005.
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In the state team competition at Old
Fort Park in Murfreesboro, the team shut
out McCallie in the semifinals. Schneiter,
junior Andres Carro, and sophomore
Frederick Danielson won their singles
matches in straight sets. In doubles
action Apple and Carro won, 8-2, as
did the team of LaHue and Schneiter,
9-7. That victory advanced the Owls
to the finals, where they faced Baylor,
which had defeated Montgomery Bell
Academy in the semifinals. The Owls
won the doubles point early as they
took the first two matches with wins
from Apple and Carro and LaHue and
Schneiter. In singles play, MUS finished
off the Red Raiders by winning three
matches, collecting straightset victories from Danielson,
LaHue, and Richey to win
overall, 4-0.
In addition to the state
competitors, Coach Bill Taylor
and Coach Phil Chamberlain
had a stable of other
talented players who were
valuable contributors to
this team’s success. Juniors
Edward Apple, Edwin Gully, Austin Hord,
and Jack Richman; sophomores
Mackey Alexander, Jack Crosby,
Andrew Douglass, Rahul Mehra,
Micah Murdock, Kirk Ruaro,
Sloan Schneiter, and Maxwell Varner;
and freshmen Mack Bethell,
Aidan Cabraja, Brad Kerkhof,
Will Murrah, Nick Rezaee,

Ryan Seamons, and Chang Yu all were
important members of the squad. The
returning players will have opportunities
to fill vacated roles.
The Owls also excelled in two prestigious out-of-town tournaments during
the regular season. In the DecoTurf
High School Tennis Tournament in
Chattanooga, the squad finished second
overall, losing only to Wiregrass Ranch
(FL), 5-3, in the finals. This was the
Owls’ only loss all season. In the Carter
Invitational, held in Nashville, the Owls
dominated, winning this event for the
second consecutive year.
The team easily handled local competition, ultimately winning their 34th
region title in the last 35 seasons. Taylor
and Chamberlain did an excellent job
keeping this extremely talented team
focused on its ultimate goal.

Lower School
Coach: Jason Peters ’88
Record: 6-0
Roster: Eighth graders
Garrott Braswell, Jonathan Douglass,
Smith McWaters, William Pollard,
Jack Powell, Weston Touliatos,
Hall Upshaw; seventh graders
Harrison Finks, Gregory Guo,
Hooper Mattis, Tom Monaghan,
Seth Richey, Council Rowland,
Benjamin Sklar, Benjamin White,
McKee Whittemore, Inam Zafar
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Wrestlers
Go to State
Front row, from left, Coach James Walker, Ramiz Somjee, Cam Clayton, Marvin Banks, Jack Dabov,Tom Wells, Connor Stewart,Tavion Alexander, Ben Gilliland,
Coach Steve Hendricks; middle row, Coach John Knaff, Gil Humphreys, David Dabov, Evan Knaff, Joe Carter, Jack Gray, Anderson Horton, Sam Nelson,
Chris Boswell, Coach Jonathan Jones; back row, Ryan Aghabeg, John McBride, Carlo Guinocor, Mason Weiss, Peter Raves, Grady Hecht, Jalon Love,
Nick Rezaee, and Stephen Christenbury

Varsity Coach Steve Hendricks and his
assistants, Mr. John Knaff and Mr. James
Walker, continued to build their program
this year, hoping to create excitement
for the team by being more competitive.
Based on the youth of the roster and
some good performances in local
tournaments, the team improved while
building a foundation for the future.
The Owls relied heavily on six
experienced seniors who showed great
resiliency and love for the sport. Marvin
Banks, Chris Boswell, Mitchell Clark,
Jack Gray, Xavier Greer, and Connor
Stewart had been with the program
throughout their high school careers,
and their loyalty set a good example for
the younger wrestlers.

Xavier Greer bests an opponent.

But underclassmen made up the
bulk of the roster, including juniors
David Dabov, Tim Hart, Gil Humphreys,
and Evan Knaff; sophomores Grady
Hecht, Jalon Love, John McBride, Ramiz
Somjee, and Tom Wells; and freshmen
Ryan Aghabeg, Tavion Alexander, Joe
Carter, Cam Clayton, Carlo Guinocor,
Anderson Horton, Peter Raves,
I N SI D E M U S

Nick Rezaee, and Mason Weiss.
The team faced tough competition
in regular-season duals and did well in
several tournaments. Their duals schedule included Bartlett, Bolton, Briarcrest,
Cordova, East, Germantown, Kingsbury,
Millington, Ridgeway, Southwind, St.
Benedict, and St. George’s. The Owls
also wrestled in some competitive
tournaments, including the Blackhorse
Invitational at Houston High School, the
Trojan Wars at Millington Central High
School, the Christian County Tournament
in Hopkinsville, KY, and the Dawg Fight
Tournament at Briarcrest.
Coach Hendricks recognized the
importance of the regular season. “We
look at every match as a competitive
practice, looking toward the postseason,” he said.
At the state meet, held in the
Williamson County Expo Center in
Franklin, the Owls had four wrestlers
advance to the Division II-AA state
individual tournament. Stewart became
a three-time medalist in the 138-pound
bracket by finishing sixth this season,
fifth last year, and sixth the year before.
Clark and Gray also had outstanding
showings. Clark won two matches in
the 285-pound bracket to claim fourth
overall, and Gray won two matches in
the 195-pound bracket to take fifth.
Humphreys qualified for state in the
152-pound bracket. These results helped
to earn the Owls 27 points, enough for a
top-10 showing as a team.
While Hendricks was happy with
the state qualifiers’ performances, he
praised Gray’s in particular.

“Jack really
wrestled much
better than the
result he got,” stated
Hendricks. “I was very
happy with how he
competed.”
Though the end of
a season is always
a bittersweet time,
the coaches said
Ramiz Somjee prepares to
the wrestlers made execute a tilt.
strides to improve,
and they look forward to competition
next year. They are hoping to energize
the returning roster and attract new,
enthusiastic wrestlers to continue to
build the program.
“This program is really about the
athletes; what they put into it is what
they get back out,” Hendricks said. “Next
year, I am looking for a few more mean
Buzzards to join us and compete.”

Lower School
Coaches: James Walker,
Jonathan Jones
Record: 5-0
Roster: Eighth graders
Stephen Christenbury, Will Cooper,
Jacob Curlin, Jack Dabov, Ben Gilliland,
Sam Nelson, DeAndrus Sanders,
Liam Turley, Billy Weiss; seventh graders
Gus Carter, Cameron Evans, Jim Keegan,
Benjamin Klemis, Jake Knaff, Hooper
Mattis, Cole McDonald, Will McEwan,
Land Phillips, Thomas Rogers,
James Smythe, Graham West
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Soccer Squad Goes
to State Quarterfinals
Max Meyer drives the ball with a Collierville player in pursuit.

C

oach Vincent Beck eagerly
anticipated this season, knowing
he had an experienced, talented,
and dedicated squad that could
do great things in the postseason. To
achieve that success, the experienced
seniors needed to build cohesiveness
and chemistry.
Seniors Mitchell Apollonio, Alex
Creson, Baty Daniel, Michael Jacobs,
Keegan Jones, Robby Matthews,
William Merriman, Max Meyer,
Andrew Shelton, Max Simpson,
Ian Susser, Caleb Taylor, and
Eason Taylor led with great character
both on and off the field. Younger
players also played large roles in this
year’s success, bringing talent and
enthusiasm.
Juniors Matthew Davidoff,
Christian Fauser, Tom Fowlkes,
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Bob E. Mallory, Alex Mansour,
Will McAtee, Murray Morrison, and
Jasce Smith; sophomores Max Scott,
Matt Silver, and Jacob Suppiah; and
freshmen Matthew Temple and
Trey Thomas contributed to the team,
and their talent promises a bright
future.
With a season of challenging schools
before them, the Owls opened with
a 4-0 win over Cordova. Traveling to
Alabama for a tournament in late March,
the squad won two of three matches
there, defeating local teams John
Clemens High School, 6-2, and Grissom
High School, 3-2, and losing to Huntsville
High School, 5-1. Upon returning home,
the Owls defeated Kingsbury, 1-0, and
battled Sheffield to a scoreless tie
before entering divisional play in early
April against Christian Brothers, the
defending state champion. Despite

playing well against their rival, the
team ultimately fell, 2-0, dropping 		
to 4-2-1 overall.
That loss sparked some good play, as
the Owls would win three of their next
four games, defeating White Station,
2-0, Germantown, 3-2, and Arlington, 5-1,
and losing only to Bearden High School
out of Knoxville. The team’s record
stood at 7-3-1.

Matthew Davidoff and Alex Creson
IN SIDE MUS

St. Benedict dropped the Owls, 2-1, but the team quickly
rebounded to win handily over Briarcrest, 6-1, and avenge the
loss to the Eagles one
week later by defeating
St. Benedict, 5-1, in the
rematch. After a 3-3
tie against St. George’s,
the Owls would once
again fall, 2-0, to
Christian Brothers with
two games left in the
regular season. Beck’s
squad ended the regular-season campaign,
defeating Collierville 2-1,
and Briarcrest, 5-1. Their
record of 11-5-2 and 3-3
for the division earned
Jacob Suppiah
them the second
seed in the Western Division and a first-round bye in the state
tournament.
At state the Owls drew the third seed, Montgomery Bell
Academy, which had only lost once all season. After leading
1-0 at the half, the Owls could not hold on; the Big Red scored
twice in the second half to win, 2-1, and end the Owls’ season
at 11-6-2. Montgomery Bell Academy would go on to win the
state championship.
Even with the disappointing setback in the final game,
players and coaches alike took many positives from the
season. Beck has fond memories of this group.
“Many of the players on this year’s team started playing
soccer at MUS in the seventh grade,” he said. “Their development and dedication to the soccer team has contributed to
the program’s success over the last several years, and I will
miss the core of seniors that have led this group. I am very
excited about the returning players and what they will
accomplish in the future.”
Beck and coaches Antony Eddy, Mikey McGuire ’03, and
Billy Smith will surely miss this group of seniors, but they
are excited to get started working on next season with the
returning players.

Junior Varsity
Coaches: Mikey McGuire ’03, Antony Eddy
Record: 6-6-5
Roster: Juniors Ben Daniel, Will Harwell,
Dylan Jones, John Kakales, Grayson Lee, Alex Mansour,
Will McAtee, Murray Morrison, Russell Sands;
sophomores Carson Boucek, John Walker Huffman,
Ray Zhou; freshmen Zaid Alyousef, William Dellinger,
Smith Duncan, Charlie Evans, Benjamin Freeman,
Carlo Guinocor, Alex Humphreys, David Jones,
Marshall Jones, Thompson McDonald,
Javan Smith, Stan Smythe

Lower School Red
Coach: Spencer Reese ’94
Record: 4-6-1
Roster: Eighth-graders Dorian Hopkins,
Ryan Matthews, Jory Meyers, Kayhan Mirza,
Wright Sampietro, Kylun Taylor, Jim Thomas;
seventh-graders Jack Billups, Lucio Blanco-Rosa,
Henry Bridgforth, Jack Fernandez,
Samuel Kilgore, Jake Knaff, Kyle Koester,
Ben Merriman, Thomas Pitts, Edwin Rawson,
Edward Smith, Jonah Wexler

Lower School Blue
Coach: Jim McClain
Record: 5-4-2
Roster: Eighth-graders Henry Duncan,
Michael Gayoso, Allen Hughes, Nicholas Hurley,
Will Maiden, Emerson Manley, Kirklin Perkins,
Zuhair Somjee; seventh-graders Wasif Abdullah,
Sam Burchett, Ben Cramer, Sterling Hollabaugh,
Tre Johnson, Charles Long, Matt Michael, Land Phillips,
Ben Skahan, James Smythe
Varsity team members, front row, from
left, Matthew Davidoff, Tom Fowlkes,
Matthew Temple, Matt Silver,
Caleb Taylor, Alex Mansour; middle row,
Max Meyer, William Merriman,
Robby Matthews, Murray Morrison,
Max Simpson, Jacob Suppiah,
Bob E. Mallory, Christian Fauser,
Baty Daniel; back row, Coach Billy Smith,
Jasce Smith, Keegan Jones, Alex Creson,
Trey Thomas, Ian Susser, Eason Taylor,
Andrew Shelton, Mitchell Apollonio,
Will McAtee, Michael Jacobs, and
Coach Vincent Beck
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Varsity Track and Field
Tenacious Team Overcomes Injuries, Finishes Strong

T

he varsity track team had a

Bucs (AL), who won the Alabama 7A

the 3000-meter steeplechase and

very successful 2015 season,

state meet, and the Memphis Central

is a member of the top 4x800 team.

finishing with an impressive

Warriors, who won the AAA state meet.

Rose has two gold medals from the

After the successful regular season,

against some of the best competition

the Owls would claim another Division II

numerous medals from the 1600-meter

in the South. Not only did the Owls win

West Region championship, their 25th

and 3200-meters races. He will contin-

all home meets, but they also won the

title since 1984, and finish fifth at the

ue to run at Mississippi State.

Harding Booster Relays and finished

state meet, a solid showing despite
several key injuries late in the year.
The seniors – Christopher Davis,

He was a key member of the sprint

Jeff Guenther, Carlton Orange,

and also stepped in this year for the

Drew Richmond, and Pierce Rose –

high jump.
Juniors Jalen Friendly, Matt Fuess,

of the program over the last several

Tim Hart, Terrell Jackson,

years. The trio of Davis, Orange, and

Patrick Murphy, David Nelson,

Rose excelled on the track and greatly

Thomas Pickens, and C.J. Turner are

altered the MUS record board.

expected to do well during their final

dash and triple-jump individual records,

season next year.
Hart will be one of the top throwers in

and he ran on the record-holding 4x100,

the state after a very solid year, as he

4x200, and 4x400 teams. He won state

still managed to finish with medals in

championships in the triple jump and

the state meet despite a late-season

400-meter dash and will continue

injury. Jackson will return as one of the

his track career at the United States

top middle-distance runners in the

Military Academy at West Point.

country. Though plagued by a hamstring

Orange holds the school’s 400-meter

second in both the Allstate Sugar Bowl

contributions to the team’s successes.
relay teams during the last two years

Davis holds the school’s 200-meter

Ryan Pahlow powers past a Harding athlete.

Evans also made significant

Marcus Evans, MaLeik Gatewood, 		

have played vital roles in the success
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state championship in the 4x800 and

112-6 record and performing very well

injury the latter part of the season,

and 800-meter individual records and

he is an incredible competitor with

was a member of the school’s top

outstanding talent. He is a member of

4x400 and 4x800 squads. He was

the school-record 4x400 and 4x800

the state champion individually in the

teams and has run the second-fastest

400-meter, 800-meter, and 4x800 relay

800-meters in school history. Pickens

for the last three years. He will continue

also contributed to the 4x100 and

his track career at the University of

4x200 teams’ advancement to state,

Arkansas this fall.

and Turner returns as one of the most
talented runners in MUS history. He

Track and Field Classic in Louisiana

Rose has been the school’s top

and the Houston Track Classic. The

1600-meter and 3200-meter runner

is looking to best his 800-meter and

two teams that bested the Owls during

for the last four years. He holds the

300-meter hurdle times.

the regular season were the Hoover

school record in the 3200-meter and
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The sophomores who contributed to
IN SIDE MUS

Orlando McKay (sprints and jumps), and
Joe Tyler (multi-sport events and distance).
According to Alston, the team would not
have accomplished all it did during the last
several years without these great coaches.

Lower School
From left, Carlton Orange, Jalon Love, Marcus Evans, Charlie Gilliland, Christopher Davis,
Jack Heathcott, Sugar Bowl Committee member Walter Willard, MaLeik Gatewood, C.J.Turner,
Terrell Jackson, Ryan Pahlow, and Pierce Rose

the varsity this season were

region medalist in the discus. Pahlow

George Crews (distance),

advanced to the state decathlon

Bradley Foley (sprints and jumps),

and was the team utility man, able to

Charlie Gilliland (sprints), Josh Gray

score in multiple events.

(throws), Jack Heathcott (decathlon

Coach Bobby Alston was very

and pole vault), Jalon Love (sprints

pleased with how his team competed

and jumps), Ogonna Oraedu (throws),

this season.

and Ryan Pahlow (decathlon).
Gilliland made his second trip

“This was a team with some very
talented guys,” Alston said. “Our

to the state meet as a member of

work ethic was very good. Our overall

the sprint-relay teams, and Gray

success was limited because of

was a state medalist in the discus.

injuries, but hanging on to win the

Heathcott medaled in the decathlon

region title was a great testament to

and pole vault and was a member

the team’s tenacity.”

of the state championship 4x800

Alston always defers credit to his

team. Love medaled in the state

outstanding group of assistants,

100-meter dash as well as the 4x100

including Jonas Holdeman (high jump

and 4x200 teams, and Oraedu was a

and distance), Johnny Jones (throws),

Coaches: Ross Rutledge ’02, David
Ferebee, Glenn Rogers
Record: 4-0
Roster: Eighth graders Louis Allen,
Riley Bennett, Joshua Blackburn,
Stephen Christenbury, Jack Dabov,
JoJo Fogarty, Ben Gilliland,
Maurice Hampton, Clay Harrison,
Wade Harrison, Jalen Hollimon,
Allen Hughes, J.J. Johnson, Bailey Keel,
Hudson Miller, Sam Nelson, Kirklin Perkins,
Matt Rhodes, Jacobi Rice, Dekari Scott,
Sellers Shy, Weston Touliatos,
Warren Turner; seventh graders
Robert Ayotte, Hall Barry, Hugh Bourland,
Charlie Eason, Charlie Gilbert,
Samuel Kilgore, Devin Malone,
Tom Monaghan, Jerry Peters,
Blake Sexton, Ben Skahan,
Alex Warr, McKee Whittemore

ATHLETIC AWARDS
2014-15 PEPSI BEST OF THE PREPS AWARDS
Student-Athlete Winners

2015 Coaches of the Year

Spencer Richey, Tennis
Pierce Rose, Cross Country
Goodman Rudolph, Golf

Bryan Parker, Swimming
Bill Taylor and Phil Chamberlain, Tennis
Cliff Frisby, Golf

Spencer Richey, TSSAA Tennis High School All-American

I N SI D E M U S

MUS ALL-SPORTS
BANQUET AWARDS
Walker Crosby, Randall Ash Perkins
Lower School Golf MVP
Pierce Rose,
Russ Billings Cross-Country MVP
Goodman Rudolph,
Treadwell Condon Golf MVP
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COLLEGE CORNER

Insights

The Box–Think Outside It!
by Mr. Brian K. Smith, Director of College Counseling

I

n August of every year, tens of thousands of
students begin the process of applying to colleges
and universities across the country. More specifically
and closer to home, students at Memphis University
School submit, on average, 1,200 applications to colleges
and universities annually. Many of you painstakingly
narrow your laundry lists of colleges over the summer
months amidst much angst and heartache. Once the list
is somewhat final – and we know that changes are a part
of the process – we hope you complete every essay and
every supplement carefully, and answer every question
thoughtfully, so you can give your prospective schools
a glimpse into what makes you unique and ready to
contribute to the campus environment.
Before the applications are finalized again this year
– as cliché as it sounds – I ask that students stop and
ask themselves, “Am I thinking outside the box?” In other
words, are you stretching yourselves with your college
choices and your lists? Part of the MUS philosophy is a
commitment to high standards. We ask that you continue
to emulate those high standards in the college process
as well.
As you contemplate the colleges and universities to
which you plan to apply, think about pushing the boundaries of “the box.” The world does not move in a linear
fashion; in fact, life proceeds in the most non-linear
manner one can imagine. Armed with this understanding, students need to make sure they are prepared for
the non-linear circumstances of life. You made the first

step by acquiring an excellent
education here at MUS. Continue
that excellent education beyond
your secondary schooling. When
choosing the colleges on your
application lists, stretch yourselves past the familiar and look
toward the unfamiliar. Understand and commit to memory
the words, “the world is your oyster.” Open it and discover
your pearl!
More important, I ask that you live by words once spoken by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. during one of his many
powerful sermons when he remarked, “Faith is taking the
first step, even when you don’t see the whole staircase.”
Though these words were delivered many years ago, they
remain relevant and translate well to the college application process before us. Rely on the faith that has carried
you thus far and compose a list of schools that may be
out of the ordinary for you. There are more than 4,000
colleges and universities across the country. Include one
or two that may be out of your comfort zone in structure,
size, or geographical location. One of these may be just
the right school for you. Stop, listen, and take interest in
those schools your college counselor suggests. Step out
in faith and apply – and see what exciting possibilities
may exist for you in the world of higher education.
You’ve got nothing to lose – and the whole staircase
to gain.

Nine Athletes Sign Letters of Intent

Athletes celebrating the final signing day of the year were,
front row, from left, Pierce Rose, cross country, Mississippi
State University; A.J. Hunt, baseball, Birmingham-Southern
College; MaLeik Gatewood, football, University of Tennessee,
Knoxville; Wesley Grace, rugby, Spring Hill College;
Michael Apple, tennis, Middle Tennessee State University;
back row, Christopher Davis, track, United States Military
Academy; Michael Jacobs, football, Sewanee: The University
of the South; Chandler Braxton, basketball, Rhodes College;
William Merriman, soccer, Sewanee: The University
of the South; Marcus Evans, football, University of
Central Missouri; and Mackenzie Mosby, football,
Birmingham-Southern College.
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Parents’ Association
Wraps a Great Year
by Mrs. Anne Wilson

Co-chair with husband, Mr. Drew Wilson, of the Parents’ Association

A

s I write this article, we are reaching
the end, Griffin’s final days of
classes at MUS. For the senior class
it has been a year of “lasts.” The
last time they will play on the field;
the last time they will attend chapel
as a student; the last time they will
perform on stage. It is an end but also a
beginning – the beginning of a future as
alumni. The next stage of their lives will
be filled with many exciting memories.
As parents, we feel nostalgia. Our year
was one filled with many “lasts” as well,
but the future will bring new beginnings
for us as we watch our boys make the
transition to college.
Knowing that MUS will forever be a part
of our lives is comforting in this time
filled with emotion. When the boys start
MUS, they become part of a community.
At the same time we as parents become
an essential part of that community.
The community composed of
students, faculty, families, and alumni
creates an environment marked by
tradition. It touches the lives of many,
thus families continue to be involved in
the school. Parents have the opportunity
to be involved through the Parents’
Association. With the community of
parents and their willingness to serve,
the bond grows stronger, and friendships
are made that outlast the years spent as
parents of MUS students.
I have realized these are the first of
many years to come for time spent
on campus by observing parents of
graduates who return for a Friday night
game or the Beg To Differ concert. It is a
unique place in that once you become
a part of this family you are forever
an Owl.
We know that we will always be a part
of MUS. The strong bonds formed in
the first days of school truly will last a
lifetime.

I N SI D E M U S

Drew and I want to thank you all for
The second annual Blazer
the opportunity to serve as the chairs of Consignment and Sale was held during
the Parents’ Association this year. It has
spring exam week. It is an opportunity for
been an honor to lead such an energetic our growing boys to swap an outgrown
group of parents, and the friendships we blazer for a new one. This service to our
have made are a gift to us.
students could not be possible without
The Parents’ Association finished the
the hard work of our chairs, Mrs. Karen
year strong. In February, the Theater
and Mr. Larry Klawinski.
Department produced
the musical Dirty Rotten
Scoundrels. It was a
huge success that
would not have been
possible without the
coordinated efforts
of the art chairs, Mrs.
Alice and Mr. Warren Ball
and Mrs. Jennie and
Mr. Wayne Van Deveer. A
big thank you for all that
you do to continue the
tradition of the spring
musical.
2014-15 Parents’ Association Board members, from left, Mrs. Rhonda
Solberg, Mr. Lowell Hays, Mrs. Camille Holmes, Mrs. Nancy Hays,
Mrs. Stephanie and
Mrs. Caroline Yarwood, Mrs. Beth Hunt, Mrs. Leslie Coleman, Mrs. Liz
Mr. Sellers Shy ’90 and
Garrott, Mrs. Stephanie Shy, Mrs. Kate Trammell, Mrs. Leigh Ann Stevenson,
a group of volunteers
Mrs. Ann Wilson, Mrs. Alice Wright, Mrs. Alice Ball, Mrs. Stephanie Upshaw,
hosted the Lower
Mrs. Karen Klawinski, Mrs. Barbie Clayton, Mrs. Courtney Fussell,
School Grandparents
Mrs. Jeanne Wilbourn, Mrs. Liz McEwan, Mrs. Cindy Grissinger, and
Day. The grandparents
Ms. Kisha Mack
gathered with their
grandsons for breakfast, coffee, and
With the help of the grade represendelightful conversation. The morning’s
tatives this year, the parents have been
events concluded with a performance
able to stay connected and informed.
by the newest addition to the MUS
Subscribing to blogs and attending
community, the Drum Corps.
events throughout the year is a perfect
On the last day of classes for the
way to meet new families within the MUS
seniors, the boys and faculty enjoyed a
community. We look forward to seeing
beautiful day in the stadium, and Back
you around campus next year and
Yard Burgers served burgers hot off
encourage you all to get involved with
the grill. This was a special day for the
the Parents’ Association. It will be your
boys to relax and reminisce with their
time to make memories and to serve the
teachers. Thank you to our Upper School special community of MUS.
hospitality chairs, Mrs. Debbi and 		
Mr. Philip Freeburg ’81, for organizing
this event.
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Austin Hord builds a ukulele
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Mr. Grant Burke, Fine Arts chair, offered
students the chance to build musical
instruments during their free periods this
year. Junior Austin Hord, a musician in the
school’s Studio Band, took up Mr. Burke’s
offer. Burke provided the tools and guidance,
and Hord produced a terrific finished product
– a performance-worthy tenor ukulele.
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For more stories and up-to-date news from
MUS, visit the online version of Inside MUS at
insidemus.wordpress.com
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