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To Every
Season There
is a Purpose
In the midst of summer, I am reminded
of cycles.
Life is always changing, always revolving. Every end makes for a new beginning.
We see this clearly in nature’s seasons, which
bring variations that are essential to life.
The school year also has its seasons,
beginning in late summer with students
eager for the challenges of the next grade
level. This anticipation is magnified for
seniors, who are beginning the last high
school cycle, which will lead them to a new
adventure in a college or university. They
enthusiastically take on leadership roles and
get involved in school activities.
Summer gives way to fall, and the college
application process is in full swing. There
are college essays to write and deadlines
to meet. For most seniors academic expectations have never been higher; personal
responsibilities have never been greater.
The excitement of fall activities offers a
boost – sporting events, theater productions,
school publications, civic service projects,
and Student Council activities. Seniors are
anticipating the arrival of college acceptance
letters. The holidays are just around the corner.
As fall fades into winter, there are
semester exams and then a few welcome
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days off before the new semester begins.
Winter’s chill seems unending, but eventually it yields to warmer, longer days.
Springtime invigorates the earth, yet it
seems to zap student energy levels. Many
seniors view these last few months of
high school as a time to be endured. As
students elect new leaders for the coming
year, seniors are thinking about college,
and juniors are thinking about being seniors.
Spring gives way to summer, the school
year ends, and students go their separate
ways – to camps and academic programs
at home and abroad or vacations with
family and friends.
Now with summer ending, I hope you
will take a moment to step back, consider
the school cycle, and gain some perspective. By understanding the challenges each
season brings, you can meet them with a
plan for success. For seniors this means
anticipating the pressures of first-semester
deadlines and the expectations of dealing
with the college process.
I hope all students resolve to take
advantage of campus opportunities in the
new academic season. Plan to do something you have not done before. Make a
new friend. Above all else, challenge
yourself to do your best every day.
The 2012-13 year is like a blank page,
waiting for you to write the script. The
storyline options are endless. It will be
what you make it.
Here’s hoping you make your next
cycle the best ever.
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COVER PHOTO:
Marshall Sharp (front) and Jackson
Loeb (back) recreate Leonardo da Vinci’s
Vitruvian Man while standing in front of
a Vitruvian Man statue in Vinci, Italy, on
an MUS in Europe trip. Photo by Mr. Grant
Burke, art instructor. See story on page 4.

Junior Jackson Loeb works on his levitation skills
during free time at La Giraudière in France.

Learning on the Fly
Students take off for Europe for lessons that
expand the classroom – and the mind
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Genius Exposed
Travelers Explore and Record the Life and Works of Leonardo da Vinci
by Liz Copeland

S

ixteen notebooks were on
a flight to Paris this summer, destined for a journey
entitled “The Genius of Leonardo
da Vinci.” The plan was for 16
students from the Class of 2013
to fill the blank pages with drawings, inspirations, and imaginings
as they explored the life and works
of the quintessential Renaissance
man. Leonardo’s notebooks were,
after all, just blank sheets of parchment before he filled them with
anatomical masterpieces, engineering marvels, and philosophical
observations.
Mr. Grant Burke, art instructor and an MUS in Europe leader,
blogged photographic evidence
that the students did, indeed,
sketch, take notes, and journal in
their notebooks. The blog also displays photos of the boys posing in
front of Château du roi René, visiting the Cesbron chocolate factory,
and levitating – via fish-eye-lens
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Sylvester Tate contemplates
the chess board at La Giraudière.

magic – in front of La Giraudière,
which was home base in the Loire
Valley for nine days. This was
arguably the most photo-centric
MUS trip ever.
Each student made his own
rudimentary camera that collapsed
into his notebook. Constructed
of matte board, duct tape, and
Coke-can aluminum, the cameras
captured images on photographic
paper, which the boys processed in
an improvised darkroom. They also

created their own camera obscura by
covering the windows of the breakfast room with black plastic pierced
with a small hole, which allowed
the French countryside to be projected upside-down on the opposite
wall. Of course, each boy also had a
digital camera or a phone camera
to record his adventures.
Their time at La Giraudière
included daily classroom sessions
on drawing, photography, or art
history. A couple of lectures were
co-taught by 9-month-old Elliot
Burke – from a baby backpack –
and her dad.
“She did a pretty decent job,”
Burke said.
The MUS contingent, which
included Burke’s wife, Mrs. Mandi
Burke, and Instructor in Science Bill
Taylor, took a variety of day trips
from La Giraudière, including to
the beach at La Baule and Château
d’Amboise, where Leonardo spent
his final days.
Then the students moved on to
Paris, where they toured the Louvre
and Orsay museums, climbed the
Eiffel Tower, and took a rainy boat

At left:
Chaz Kemp works
on a sketch of the
harbor at Vernazza,
one of Cinque
Terre’s five towns

Gathered in front of La Giraudière before dinner are (left to right) Frederick Scharff, Christian Sanders, John
Brand, William Hoehn, Alex Weaver, Mac Trammell, Scott Kadien, Remy Rea, Marshall Sharp, Tucker Brock, Fort
Robinson, Jackson Loeb, Sylvester Tate, William Mann, Andrew Miller, and Chaz Kemp, all of the Class of 2013.

ride on the Seine. At the Louvre
the group viewed the Mona Lisa
and happened upon a special
exhibition of Leonardo’s The Virgin
and Child with Saint Anne, which
also showcased some of the artist’s
earlier paintings, compositional
sketches, and preparatory drawings
from his notebooks.
A night train brought the
group to Florence, Italy, where
Leonardo lived and worked for
many years, beginning with his
apprenticeship in Verrocchio’s
workshop at age 14. During several
days in the area, they visited the
Uffizi Gallery, toured the Duomo,
and climbed to the top of Giotto’s
Campanile. They also traveled
to the Cinque Terre region – five

towns clinging to the rugged
Italian Riviera cliffs – to hike and
sketch the waterfront at Vernazza.
A stop in Vinci, Leonardo’s birthplace, included a visit to Museo
Ideale Leonardo da Vinci, which
features models of inventions from
his notebooks.
“The kids were intrigued to see
how much he understood about
photography, including the use
of lenses and the camera obscura,”
Burke said.
After a stop in Sienna, it was
off to Rome to see the Coliseum
and Forum, Borghese Gallery, and
Vatican Museums.
“We searched the Vatican
galleries and found a da Vinci
painting not normally on the

tours, St. Jerome in the Wilderness,”
Burke said.
It was an action-packed trip,
running from city to city, presenting lessons that earned students a
semester credit. Burke said he would
not have missed this trip, his first
MUS in Europe experience, and,
word is, his fellow travelers agree.
Andrew Miller will never
forget his sense of awe at entering
St. Peter’s Basilica in the Vatican or
his fascination with the architecture of Notre Dame Cathedral in
Paris. The trip was also a time of
growth for him.
“It opened my eyes to a
completely different way of life
that was, at some points, uncomfortable for me,” Miller said.
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Mr. Burke teaches the students how to build
their notebook cameras.

Students enjoy the first course of their threecourse lunch at La Giraudière.

Andrew Miller (foreground) and William
Mann take a spin on the carousel at Guérande.

William Mann came away
from the experience with a new
appreciation for revolutionary
artists and scientists.
“The people who really shine
are able to break free from the
limitations of their time,” he said.
“Da Vinci spent his whole life
brainstorming ideas that seemed

absolutely unachievable to most
people at the time. But many of his
ideas became real-life inventions
that we take for granted every day.”
Burke sees how a journey like
this changes students’ lives.
“It may not be the second
they get back, but their world
view changes; their perspective on

history changes.
Seeing these artistic
masterpieces and
historic buildings
broadens their
horizons. To do
this in high school
is amazing.”

Elliot Burke in the
shadow of Vitruvian
Man with her dad,
Mr. Grant Burke

For more on the Leonardo da Vinci trip, visit www.musineurope.wordpress.com.

Trio Savors Immersion à la Française

M

rs. Rebecca Keel, instructor
in French, called her MUS
in Europe trip a French
immersion, and so it was. Keel led her
students, freshmen Avery Johnson,
August Klinke, and Ethan
Pretsch, on an exploration of French
culture – to museums, cathedrals, a
French abbey, a Troglodyte village,
an open-air market, even a French
theme park.
What the boys most enjoyed,
however, was immersion in the food
of France.
“They probably spent one-third of
their time at the table – and you can’t
get more French than that,” Keel said.
“They learned about cheeses – their
types, and the importance cheese
plays in France. They also all discovered Mimolette cheese, which they all
loved so much they bought a wedge
to bring back home.”
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Moments after arriving in Chartres,
having just conquered the French railway
system, August Klinke, Avery Johnson,
and Ethan Pretsch pose in front of one of
the best-preserved cathedrals in France.

Keel and her students stayed
for nine days in La Giraudière, the
estate in the Loire Valley that is a
home away from home for MUS
travelers. They took day trips to sites
such as Angers Castle and Chartres
Cathedral before spending their last
day in Paris. There they visited the
Arc de Triomphe, the Eiffel Tower,
Notre Dame, and the Orsay museum,
making time to sample the famous
Berthillon ice cream and enjoy dinner
in the Latin Quarter.
Along the way the boys learned
how to navigate the rail system so
well that Keel would let them guide
the group to the next location.
“In my opinion they conquered
the three cornerstones of survival in
France,” Keel said. “They ordered a
train ticket, bought fresh produce at
an open-air market, and ordered food
in a café.”

Trip to Italy Brings Latin Lessons to Life
by Salman Haque ’14

W

hen learning a new language, students often
study the customs and cultures of native speakers. Latin is different because its speakers lived
2,000 years ago, and the gulf in time makes it difficult
to imagine early Roman life. So when Mrs. Marilyn
Reinhardt, instructor in Latin, announced that she would
lead a trip to Italy for Latin students during Spring Break,
it seemed like a great opportunity. We would not only get
to visit a beautiful country but also see firsthand the
places we had studied.
Reinhardt and Mrs. Laurie Clark, former academic
assistant, departed for Italy with 21 students on March
8. For the first half of the trip we stayed in Sorrento,
a charming coastal town that served as our base in
Campania, the region south of Rome. We traveled along
the Amalfi Coast and made day trips to various sites. We
took a ferry to the island resort of Capri, which had been
a resort town even in early Roman times. We then visited
the ruins of Pompeii and Herculaneum, ancient cities preserved by the eruption of Mt. Vesuvius. We later hiked the
famous dormant volcano. To see the sculptures and artifacts discovered in the ruins, we stopped in Naples to visit
the National Archaeological Museum. We concluded our
exploration of Campania with a stop in Sperlonga, where
we toured the ruins of one of Emperor Tiberius’ villas.
We spent the second half of the trip in Rome. Our
tour of the city began with the Coliseum and the Roman
Forum, a marketplace and municipal center that once was
the heart of the Roman Empire. We stopped to see the
Capitoline Museum and the Trevi Fountain.
We took a train to Ostia Antica, the ruins of the
ancient seaport of Rome, where we were allowed to walk
around and explore freely. Upon our return to Rome, we

visited the Pantheon and
the Spanish Steps.
The last full day in
Italy began with a trip to
the Vatican, where we saw
the Sistine Chapel and St.
Peter’s Basilica. We walked
along the Tiber River to
the Ara Pacis Augustae,
(left to right) Salman Haque,
the Altar of Augustan
Christian Yarwood, William
Merriman, Michael Reddoch, and
Peace, and saw the Castel
Alex Creson mimic marble masks
Sant’Angelo, the tomb of
at the Ostia Antica Theatre.
the emperor Hadrian. We
ended our trip with an evening
in the Piazza Navona, a square renowned for its artists.
Our tour guide for the trip, Sergio, was a native Italian
who went out of his way to make our trip memorable. He
helped us experience not only the usual tourist attractions
but also several sites off the beaten path. It was amazing to
see with our own eyes the places we had learned about in
Latin class.
At the Forum in Pompeii, Italy:
(front row, left to right) Chase
Wyatt, Alex Carruthers, Matthew
Gayoso, Davis Howe, Seamus
Fitzhenry, Mitchell Apollonio,
Will Wells, (back row) Jeffrey
Zheng, William Merriman,
Spencer Richey, Griffin Wilson,
Paul Stevenson, Alex Creson,
Renn Eason, Christian Yarwood,
Matt Stephens, Robert Gooch,
Baty Daniel, Salman Haque,
Michael Reddoch, and
William Lamb
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Recording The Beatles’ Footsteps
by Mr. Andrew Miller

W

hen seven students gathered
in Bloodworth
Recording Studio in
early March, they had
The Beatles on their
minds. This alone was
not unusual. One of the
cornerstones of study in
the Recording Arts class
is Recording The Beatles,
a book that analyzes
the seminal recordings
made in the 1960s by
The Beatles, producer Sir
George Martin, and the
engineers at Abbey Road
Studios. On this day, however, these students were
not just reading about
the technical achievements that have made the
London studio legendary.
They were about to leave
on a trip to see Abbey
Road Studios for themselves.
Mr. John Hiltonsmith,
chairman of the Fine Arts
Department, led seven students and five adults on
this unique Spring Break
trip to see several iconic
London recording studios.
They had the chance to
study the origins of the
British Invasion as they
visited landmarks in the
history of popular culture
and the recording arts.
“This was not in
any way a typical high
school trip to London,”
(left to right) Fraser Humphreys, Dustin Conway, Nathan Feler, Jesse Wilcox, Max Weiss,
Doug McClew, and Mr. John Fry ’62 gather at The Beatles Story museum in Liverpool.
Hiltonsmith said. “Seeing
the places where the great
music of our time was
recorded was a unique
friend of the MUS Recording Arts program.
experience to us as a high school, and probably one
Fry’s response was quick: “There’s only one flaw in
that even universities offering commercial music and
your idea. It doesn’t include me,” he said.
recording programs cannot boast.”
Hiltonsmith assured him it would be an honor to
The London Recording Trip developed after
have him along.
Hiltonsmith pitched the idea to Mr. John Fry ’62,
While abroad, the group enjoyed many rare opporfounder of Ardent Studios in Memphis and a great
tunities, including a look inside Abbey Road Studios –
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a privilege normally restricted to recording artists or
those with industry connections. Fortunately, Fry is
well connected.
His friends Mr. Brian Kehew and Mr. Kevin
Ryan, the authors of Recording The Beatles, welcomed the contingent to one of their lectures in
Abbey Road’s famed Studio 2. In addition to seeing
a multimedia presentation on the history of the
studio and its parent company, EMI, the students
were able to view some of the original equipment
and instruments used to create the recordings they
had studied.
Afterward, the group shared a wonderful meal
with the family of British exchange student David
Protheroe.
Their next destination was Brick Lane in
London’s East End, the site of Sarm East Studios,
now a recording school. In its days of commercial
operation, the studio recorded many famous songs,
including Yes’ “Owner of a Lonely Heart,” most
of The Clash’s records, Madonna’s “Music,” and
The Buggles’ “Video Killed the Radio Star.” It
was also where Queen tracked the vocals for
“Bohemian Rhapsody.”
Mr. Martin Keating, current owner of Sarm East
and a former sound engineer for Decca Records, spent
hours talking with the group about the recording
industry. Fry shared his own experiences recording
music at Ardent over the past several decades, particularly in conjunction with Stax Records.
The next major stop on the trip was Soho, the site
of Trident Studios. In addition to The Beatles, Trident
has recorded David Bowie, Elton John, John Lennon,
Queen, The Rolling Stones, James Taylor, and many
more artists. The studio’s owner, Mr. Peter Hughes, led
the group on a tour and talked about changes in the
recording industry, the studio’s history, and its redesign
as a post-production and voice-over facility.
The focus returned to The Beatles as the group
traveled north to Liverpool. In addition to visiting The
Beatles Story museum, the students also saw the band
members’ childhood homes and a number of sites

(left to right) Doug McClew, Stewart Love, and
Fraser Humphreys at Abbey Road Studios

made famous in their songs, including Penny Lane and
Strawberry Fields. It was a fitting conclusion to a trip
that brought together generations of Beatlemaniacs and
recording enthusiasts, including seniors Nathan Feler
and Max Weiss;
juniors Dustin
Conway, Fraser
Humphreys, and
Jesse Wilcox;
sophomore Doug
McClew;
freshman
Stewart Love;
parents Mr.
Bobby Conway,
Mr. Fraser
Humphreys, and
The piano used in The Beatles recording
Mrs. Susan Love;
sessions at Abbey Road
and one grandparent, Mr. Doug McClew.
“The ability to walk down Penny Lane and see
where George Harrison, Paul McCartney, John Lennon,
and Ringo Starr grew up was incredible,” Bobby
Conway said.
Wilcox, a singer-songwriter, had a special interest in the studio tours as he is currently recording
his second album with his alternative rock band The
Doorknobs. He also enjoyed the sights of London,
especially Big Ben and Shakespeare’s memorial statue
in Westminster Abbey.
Hiltonsmith expects the trip will leave lasting
impressions on all the travelers.
“Every time any of us turns on the radio and hears
a Beatles song, or any of the hundreds of other songs
that were recorded in the places we’ve seen – the places
where that magic was made – we’ll be reminded that
we’ve seen these special places.”

Mr. John Hiltonsmith and Mr. John Fry ’62 try to find their way.
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Goldstein Honored as
Math Academic All-Star

S

Kathawala Wins
Writing Award
Junior Farhan Kathawala received
an Achievement Award in Writing from
the National Council of Teachers of
English. He is one of 274 winners chosen
from 1,107 high school juniors nominated in
the United States and Canada, and one of
seven in Tennessee.
Mrs. Elizabeth Crosby, English instructor, describes Kathawala as a naturally
gifted and engaging writer who is adept at
analyzing challenging subject matter.
“He writes easily the types of essays
we focus on – literary analysis, rhetorical
analysis, synthesis, and argument,” she said.
The purpose of the award is to encourage high school students in their writing and
to recognize publicly some of the best student writers in the nation. Teachers submit
samples of students’ prose or verse as well
as a themed writing assignment. Judges look
for writing that demonstrates effective and
imaginative use of language to inform and
move the audience.

enior Eli Goldstein won the C Spire Academic
All-Star Award in the math category, and four
other high-achieving seniors were finalists in
the program. Selected from a field of 16 of the top
math students in the Mid-South, he received the
honor at a luncheon held at the Hilton Memphis
on May 4.
Goldstein expressed his appreciation to Dr. Steve
Gadbois, math instructor, and Mrs. Nancy Gates,
chairman of the Mathematics Department, for their
guidance. He said he felt honored to be recognized
with such an accomplished group of high school
students.
Gates, in turn, had high praise for Goldstein.
“I have taught gifted mathematics students for
more than 30 years,” Gates said, “and Eli Goldstein
is one of the most talented students I have taught
in my career.”
His accomplishments back up her words.
Goldstein, who will attend Williams College this fall,
earned a perfect 36 on the ACT and a perfect score
on the SAT in both Critical Reading and Math. He
received the highest possible score on the AP Calculus
BC, AP Physics C-Mechanics, AP Latin: Vergil, and AP
English Language and Composition exams. He was a
2010 University of Tennessee Pro2Serve Math Contest
award winner, defeating more than 600 competitors.
Goldstein also competed in Knowledge Bowl and Quiz
Bowl, served as captain of the wrestling team, and
performed in Beg To Differ.
The Commercial Appeal’s Academic All-Star competition accepts candidates from Mid-South high
schools in the categories of art, career-technical,
drama and speech, English and literature, foreign
language, general scholarship, mathematics, music,
science, and history.
In addition to Goldstein, the finalists for this
year were seniors Danny Galvin for the history
category, Carson House for career-technical, George
Ormseth for general scholarship, and Nicholas
Rouse for foreign language.

Eli Goldstein

Danny Galvin

Carson House

George Ormseth

Nicholas Rouse
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Owls Distinguish Themselves
in Foreign Tongues
Not Resting on
Their Laurels

I

going to rest on our laurels,” Sellers
said. “We think we can continue
to improve in certain areas, and
we’re going to work hard to make
it happen.”

n the sports world, a program
that dominates the competition
year after year is called a dynasNational Spanish
ty. The MUS Latin program scholars
Exam Yields Gold,
might prefer the word empire.
In April the team took first
Silver, and Bronze
place at the Tennessee Junior
Classical League State Convention for
Owls earned more than 8
the fifth year in a row. With a school
percent of the gold medals and
record 1,497 points in the sweepmore than 10 percent of the
stakes competition and numerous
silver medals awarded in the
athletic, arts, and academic awards,
2012 National Spanish Exam this
it was a runaway victory for the
spring, which is sponsored by the
(left to right) Aditya Shah, William Lamb, Yunhua Zhao, Richard Ouyang, and Salman Haque
finished in the top 10 at the TJCL convention.
Bubones (Owls).
American Association of Teachers
“Even though we had won the
of Spanish and Portuguese.
state convention the past four years,
In the Level 1 competition, junior
our students did not become complacent,” Mr.
Marshall Sharp placed second in Tennessee,
Ryan Sellers, instructor in Latin, said. “They
and freshman Andrew Elsakr placed 10th.
remained focused and motivated, and they held
Sophomore Alec Carro took first place in the
off tough challenges from Hume-Fogg Academic
Outside Experience category, with sophomore Josh
Magnet (Nashville) and White Station to win their
Douglass following at fourth place. Sophomore
fifth consecutive championship.”
Harrison Williams placed second in the general
Sophomores Salman Haque, William
Level 2 category, with sophomores Aditya Shah
Lamb, and Aditya Shah; and freshmen Richard
at sixth and William Lamb at 10th. In the Level 3
Ouyang and Yunhua Zhao all finished in the top
exam, junior Blake Smith took the eighth spot
10 for individual points scored among a field of
in the state.
William Lamb’s mosaic took first place.
800 competitors.
MUS students earned a total of 18 gold, 33
MUS Latin scholars also achieved outstanding results on
silver, and 23 bronze medals as well as 59 honorable menthis year’s National Latin Exam in March. Eighteen Owls received perfect scores,
tions in the national exam. Gold medalists scored at or above the 95th percentile.
and 99 students were awarded Summa Cum Laude gold medals for scoring
About 144,000 students in sixth through 12th grade took the test nationwide.
among the top 10 percent nationwide. Owls also earned 31 Maxima Cum Laude
silver medals, 20 Magna Cum Laude awards, and 15 Cum Laude recognitions.
Students Gain High Ranks in National French Exam
“Gold medals on the National Latin Exam and championships at the convenStudents in Mrs. Rebecca Keel’s French classes were among more than 3,000
tion do not magically happen,” Sellers said. “They are the result of hard work and
Tennessee students to take the National French Exam this spring. Results are
dedication. Our students prepare specifically for these competitions, and more
scored by rankings, with a perfect score placing students in the first rank.
importantly, they prepare scrupulously in class on a day-to-day basis throughout
Freshman Roberto Olvera scored a 68 on the first-year test, only two
the entire year.”
points away from a perfect score of 70. This result placed him in the second rank
Eight test-takers were recognized for consistent excellence. For their
in Tennessee and in the third rank nationally. Olvera was one of only 17 Tennessee
four-time, gold-medal performances, seniors Eli Goldstein, Wil Hergenrader,
students to place in the top three national ranks. Three other freshmen scored in
and Nicholas Rouse; and juniors Jared Ashkenaz, Bennett Mercer,
the upper state ranks: Jack Gray made the fourth rank, Preston Roberts the
Andrew Miller, Andrew Raves, and Edward Simpson received Oxford
seventh, and Marvin Banks the eighth. Junior Wil Rainer placed in the 10th
Classical Dictionaries.
rank in the state in the third-year competition.
“All things considered, we probably had our best year ever, but we’re not
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C hess Team F inishes Third
by Noah Black

in

S tate

T

he chess team was able to
represented Tennessee in a contest
checkmate most of its
with other state tournament winners.
competition in the 2012
The energy and drive that led
season. In both the individual and
Vogt and Sorensen to top finishes
team tournaments, the competitors
in the individual tournament carried
consistently placed well and
over to the team competitions. MUS
defeated top-ranked teams.
tied with top-ranked White Station
The Owls started strong at the
High School during the regional
individual regional qualifier tournaqualifying tournament. White Station
ment, hosted by MUS. Four team
forfeited the playoff, giving the Owls
members – junior Nathan Vogt,
the first-place regional title.
sophomores William Lamb and
In the state championship in
Andy Sorensen, and freshman
Cookeville, juniors Pete Abston,
Marvin Banks – qualified for the
Amit Shah, and Vogt, and
Junior Nathan Vogt won first place in the Tennessee State
individual state championships held
sophomores Lamb and Sorensen
Scholastic Individual Finals Chess Tournament.
at Tennessee Tech University in
defeated Battle Ground Academy,
Cookeville.
Brentwood Middle School, and McCallie School before falling
At the Tennessee State Scholastic Individual Finals Chess
to White Station. When the results were tallied, the team
Tournament, Sorensen and Vogt battled their way to the final
finished only one-half point behind the two first-place teams,
Montgomery Bell Academy and White Station.
rounds. After a two-hour match, Vogt’s opponent conceded, and
“I was pleased with our finish,” Sorensen said. “But next
he took first, while Sorensen tied for second. With his first-place
year, I think we will be an even better team overall – good
finish, Vogt qualified for the Arnold Denker Tournament of High
enough to get the school a first-place finish.”
School Champions August 4-7 in Vancouver, WA, where he

Owls Ace Economics Challenges

S

tudents of Mr. John Knaff, math and economics instructor, battled their way through state competition and into the
national semifinals of the 2012 National Economics Challenge to place ninth in the nation. More than 5,700 students from
325 schools took part in the competition.
After taking an online test, the Owls ranked among the top five teams in the state and qualified to participate in the 2012
Tennessee EconChallenge April 11 in Nashville. The state tournament consisted of three preliminary rounds and one final,
quiz bowl-style competition to determine a winner.
The final round was an all-Owl showdown. After a
series of questions on macroeconomics, microeconomics, and international economics, the team of
seniors Jackson Darr, Edward Francis, and Jake
Greenstein came out on top, just edging out the
team of seniors Daniel Cunningham, William
George, and Daniel Harris. Cunningham, Darr,
Francis, and Greenstein advanced to the national
semifinals, which was a proctored exam taken on
campus April 24.
In the U.S. Treasury’s National Financial
Capability Challenge, a test taken by more than
80,000 students nationwide, Cunningham, Darr,
and George placed in the top 20 percent, and Darr
Economics competitors included (left to right) seniors Daniel Harris, Edward Francis,
achieved a perfect score.
Jackson Darr, William George, and Daniel Cunningham.
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Wilensky Honored
in Germantown
The Germantown Education
Commission recognized senior
Andrew Wilensky with its Youth
Excellence Award April 23 at a
Board of Mayor and Aldermen
meeting in the Council Chambers
of the Municipal Center. Wilensky
has served as the student representative for Germantown’s Parks
and Recreation Commission.

Raves Attends NRA Summit
Junior Andrew Raves
attended the National
Rifle Association’s National
Youth Education Summit
this summer. The program
is a weeklong educational
experience in Washington,
DC, where sophomores
and juniors study the
Constitution and Bill of
Rights to learn about the
role of government and the importance of being an
active member of a democracy. Raves was one of
only 45 students nationwide selected to attend.

Downen’s App
Takes First Place
Senior Lee Downen took first prize in the
mobile applications category of this year’s
University of Memphis Programming
Challenge with an Android OS application written in Java. Other participants in
the event were seniors Michael Green
and Wil Hergenrader and sophomore
Salman Haque.

2012 Youth in Government Conference

Senior Ashish Nathani presides over debates at the 2012
Youth in Government Conference as the Speaker of the Blue
House, a post that he was elected to the previous year.

(left to right) Juniors Srujan Jampana Raju,
Utkarsh Mishra, and Daniel McGowan cast
their votes during a Senate session.
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National Merit Honors
Fourteen seniors were National Merit Scholarship
Finalists for the 2011-12 school year: (front row,
left to right) John Newman, Lane Sally, George
Ormseth, Ashish Nathani, Carson House,
Nicholas Rouse, and Nathan Franklin; (back
row) John David Christman, Garrott Graham,
Danny Galvin, Jake Greenstein (semifinalist),
Eli Goldstein, Jackson Darr, and Max Barzel.
Finalist Nathan Feler is not pictured. The finalists, combined with the school’s 14 National
Merit Commended Students and two National
Achievement Semifinalists, make up 36 percent
of the Class of 2012.

TIP Commends Seventh Graders

Mackey Alexander

Henry Holmes

David Jordan

Ramiz Somjee

Jacob Suppiah

Duke University’s Talent Identification Program has recognized five seventh-grade Owls who took SAT and ACT
standardized tests. Mackey Alexander, Henry Holmes, David Jordan, Ramiz Somjee, and Jacob Suppiah scored high
enough to earn State Recognition, placing them among Tennessee’s highest scoring seventh graders. Suppiah received the
nationwide honor of Grand Recognition. Holmes, Jordan, Somjee, and Suppiah also qualified for Duke’s Center for Summer
Studies, a program of challenging summer courses for academically gifted students.

It’s An Honor
Check out
the Honor Roll
and Honor Society
inductee lists
online at
www.musowls.org.
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National Honor Society 2012 inductees

B ook Awards

Sam Shankman

and

S pecial H onors

Andrew Renshaw

Marshall Sharp

For high academic excellence, proven leadership,
and extracurricular involvement  

For representing the Jeffersonian ideals of
scholarship, leadership, and citizenship

Jefferson Book Award

Dartmouth Club Book Award
For high academic excellence, high moral character,
and a positive impact on the school

Presented by Mr. George Clarke ’75

Presented by Mrs. Elizabeth Crosby

Presented by Mr. Jeremy Alpert ’89

Sewanee Award for Excellence in Writing

Randall Ash Perkins Memorial Award
Student Council award for moral character that is
beyond reproach and exemplary school citizenship

James Rantzow

Cole Ettingoff

Farhan Kathawala

Rhodes College Book Award
For exemplary community service and a superlative
academic record

For proven leadership, extracurricular involvement,
and high academic achievement

Presented by Mr. John Cady ’69

Presented by Mr. Eddie Batey

Presented by Mr. Rollin Riggs ’78

Garrott Graham

DAR Good Citizenship Award
For outstanding qualities of character, including
dependability, leadership, service, and patriotism         
Presented by Mr. John Cady ’69                

William Hoehn

Yale Book Award

Peyton Klawinski

Washington and Lee University Book Award
For integrity, strong character, academic excellence,
leadership, honor, and community service

Wellford Leadership Award
For excellence in athletics and academics, strong
leadership and integrity, gentleness and good humor

Presented by Mr. Clayton Chandler ’97

Presented by Mr. Brett Grinder ’91
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Faculty Owlcolades
Seniors Choose Mullins for
John M. Nail Award

Mr. Trey Suddarth is joined by his wife, Mrs. Deborah Suddarth, and children,
Doug and Reese, after receiving the 2012 Distinguished Teaching Award.

Suddarth Receives
Distinguished Teaching Award
Mr. Trey Suddarth, chairman of the Foreign Language
Department, received the Distinguished Teaching Award in
chapel on May 11. Suddarth has taught at MUS for eight years
and coached basketball, golf, and tennis. He currently conducts
the after-school academic program for Lower School students.
This year he became junior varsity head coach and varsity assistant
coach in basketball.
Since 2004 his students have earned more than 600 Gold
Medals in the National Latin Exam, and nearly 90 percent of his
Advanced Placement students have earned top scores (4 or 5) on
the AP Latin: Vergil exam.
In presenting the honor, Headmaster Ellis Haguewood praised
Suddarth as a scholar, athlete, and leader, citing his ability to make
profound connections with his students and athletes.
Mr. Joe Tyler, math instructor, said he admires Suddarth’s
integrity and his dedication to his students.
“He has a firm belief in doing things the right way and helping others discover the excellence inside themselves,” Tyler said.
“His goal is always to make sure the students have achieved, have
learned, and have grown socially and intellectually.”
Suddarth said he strives to help his students discover the joy
of learning.
“I respect that when I see it in students – loving knowledge
for the sake of it being pure and good and truthful,” he said. “I think
once you have that, you can apply it to anything.”
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The Class of 2012 presented
the John M. Nail Outstanding
Teaching Award to Mr. Wayne
Mullins, physics instructor, at
commencement. In presenting the
award, senior Wil Hergenrader
described Mullins as an exceptional
teacher and mentor who is willing to work one-on-one with his
students to help them understand
concepts – even to visit them at
home if they had missed school due to illness. Hergenrader also
cited Mullins’ support of physics programs in the Memphis City and
Shelby County school systems.
Dr. Michael Schwartz, chairman of the Science Department,
has witnessed Mullins’ dedication.
“Mr. Mullins is one of the most conscientious teachers that I
have ever known,” he said. “He is always devising better ways to
help his students understand physics.”
For Mullins it seems to be a passion bordering on obsession.
“My wife says that I am the only person she knows whose
work is also his hobby,” Mullins said. “I eat, sleep, and breathe how
to deliver the physics lesson to the classroom.”

Bakke Named Basketball Head Coach
Mr. Matt Bakke has been
named varsity basketball head
coach, taking over the position
held by Coach Jerry Peters for 48
years. Before coming to MUS in
1999, Bakke coached basketball
and track at Millington High School
and Rhodes College. Since starting
with the Owls 12 years ago, Bakke
has taken on multiple positions
in the Athletic Department, from
serving as the current department chair to coaching Lower School
cross country, track, and varsity basketball. In 2011 Bakke received
the Distinguished Teaching Award, a reflection of his emphasis on
building scholar-athletes.
“Academics come first at MUS,” Bakke said. “All of our sports
teams enjoy remarkable success, and athletics are a vital part
of a student’s experience here. However, our primary objective is

Faculty Owlcolades
preparing the students for college and beyond.”
He sees a solid foundation in the basketball program, as well
as a bright future.
“My goal is continue to build and strengthen all of the teams
in our program, from the seventh grade to the varsity,” he said.
“The development of these teams is essential to the ultimate
success of the varsity.”

Award Honors Knaff for
Teaching Personal Finance
Mr. John Knaff, instructor in
mathematics and economics, recently received an Excellence in Teaching
Personal Finance Award from the
Tennessee JumpStart Coalition.
“[Knaff’s] efforts are laying a
foundation that we know these students will be able to use throughout
their lives in order to become more
financially responsible adults,” Dr.
Ann Berry, Tennessee JumpStart co-president, said. “We appreciate
the investment that you have made in learning new concepts and
techniques to use in your classroom to make personal financial
literacy important in your students’ lives.”
Three of Knaff’s economics students – seniors Daniel
Cunningham, Jackson Darr, and William George – placed
in the top 20 percent of the U.S. Treasury’s National Financial
Capability Challenge, and Darr achieved a perfect score.

Sellers’ Latin Paper Published
Mr. Ryan Sellers, instructor in
Latin, has published a paper, “Latin
Teachers in Film,” which deals with
the negative portrayal of Latin teachers in popular movies. The paper
was published in Classical World,
the academic journal of the Classical
Association of the Atlantic States.
It examines the depiction of Latin
instructors as cruel and pedantic
classicists who often terrorize students. Faced with this “perception problem,” Sellers suggested that
Latin teachers should look for ways to change how they are
portrayed in popular culture.

Beard Appointed to Selection Committee
Mr. Johnny Beard, head baseball
coach, served on the selection committee for the Redbirds’ Charlie Lea Award,
recognizing the best high-school pitcher in Shelby County. Arlington High
School’s Brady Bramlett won the honor.
MUS pitcher Victor Cole was in the final
three, he said. Beard has led the Owls
to regional and state runner-up titles
three years in a row. In 2010 he was
named The Commercial Appeal’s Best of the Preps Coach of the Year.

Smith Interviews Robertson Scholars
Mr. Brian K. Smith, the director of
college counseling, traveled to Chapel
Hill, NC, in late March to interview
finalists for the prestigious Robertson
Scholarship. Recipients can attend
either the University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill or Duke University. The
scholarship covers the full cost of
tuition, provides a living stipend, and
funds three summers of living abroad.

Sowell Writes Recycling Article
Mrs. Analice Sowell, instructor
in chemistry, recently co-authored an
article explaining plastics recycling
to children in the “Chemists Celebrate
Earth Day” edition of Celebrating
Chemistry. The magazine, produced by
the American Chemical Society (ACS),
publishes articles that educate children
in the basic principles of chemistry.
Sowell is the co-chair of the 2012
Chemists Celebrate Earth Day team, which developed the curriculum for this outreach program used by 160,000 ACS members
nationwide. She is former chair of the ACS Memphis Local Section
and has served on the ACS Committee on Community Activities
since 2005. Sowell also teaches a science methods course at
Christian Brothers University in the Graduate Education Program
for teachers seeking initial licensure in Tennessee.
Inside MUS
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Fine Arts Updates

The Arts
Beg To Differ Brings
Home the Gold
Armed only with a pitch pipe and 18
well-orchestrated voices, the a cappella choral
ensemble, Beg To Differ, won the men’s choir
division and a gold medal at the recent New York
Heritage Music Festival. Mr. John Hiltonsmith,
Fine Arts Department chairman and Beg To Differ
director, said the group scored a 94 out of 100
and received an invitation to sing at Carnegie Hall
next year. One judge was so impressed that he
asked the group to stay for an impromptu clinic.
“It’s a feather in our cap that we get so
much talent from such a small pool,” Hiltonsmith
said. “For us to get a 94 with 18 guys is impressive, given we compete with groups that may
have 90 members.”
Created in 1991 by Hiltonsmith, Beg To
Differ performs a variety of a cappella styles,
including classical and religious pieces. The
ensemble’s specialty is curbstone harmony, which
includes barbershop and Philadelphia Doo-wop.
(Listen to several songs on the MUS website
under Campus Life/Fine Arts.)
The 2011-12 members included seniors
Nathan Feler, Eli Goldstein, Garrott Graham,
David Lee, Ashish Nathani, Aaron Noble,
David Protheroe, and Lane Sally; juniors
Tripp Crews, Fraser Humphreys, Christian
Patterson, and Sam Shankman; sophomores
Andrew Counce, Rashaan Jiles, Samuel
Ostrow, and Paul Stevenson; and freshmen
Andrew Elsakr and Sherman Tabor.
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Daniel McLeod, Charles Belina, Ashton Clark, John Newman, Trey O’Bannon, Noah Thomas,
and Mr. Jim Russell at the Dixon Museum for an AP Art trip

AP Art History

By Mr. Jim Russell

The Art History students studied neoclassical art with
emphasis on Mr. Robert Adams’ architecture and
then focused on romanticism this semester. Outside
of class, we took a trip to the Dixon Gallery and
Gardens for the special exhibition, Rembrandt,
Rubens, and the Golden Age of Painting from the
Speed Art Museum in Louisville, KY. This allowed the
students to experience Baroque art with a focus on
Flemish and Dutch works from the 17th century.

Printmaking Class

by Mr. Grant Burke

The Printmaking class began with an
introduction to the relief-printing method. Students
created a still life, designed to teach them to think
in terms of simple shapes and patterns that can be
rendered in a printable, one-color design. From there
students graduated to the woodcut project, relatively
easy one-color logo and branding designs.

Juicy J by David Brandon, James David Duke,
Danny Galvin, Sam Henke,
Wil Hergenrader, Ford Howell,
Chaz Kemp, Taylor Mays, Carlton McCord,
and Sadler McLendon

In the self-portrait project, which is
considerably more complex, we abandoned the
one-color relief process and jumped into a multicolor
reduction woodcut. Students used a 12-inch square
block of birch plywood, cutting it up to four times
to make their designs. Every student made a
signed edition of four prints, so there were plenty
to take home.
After completing the self-portrait project, we
moved on to the Memphis Legends Portrait Series.
Students worked in groups to create prints made
with 20 different 5-by-5-inch wood blocks. So
far the series contains prints of Elvis, Isaac Hayes,
Morgan Freeman, B.B. King, Rudy Gay, Al Green,
Penny Hardaway, and Jerry “The King” Lawler. You
can see the current collection on display in the Hyde
Library, and there are also a few sprinkled around
town, including George Klein’s Sirius XM studio at
Graceland, Stax Music Academy, and Le Bonheur
Children’s Hospital.

Rampage Jackson by Matt Bolton,
John Lewandowski, George Ormseth,
Alexander Shores, Mac Trammell,
DJ Walker, and Crews Wellford

Johnny Cash by Durham Bryce,
Victor Cole, Jackson Darr,
Nick James, Jack Shawkey,
Jazz Singh, John Sousoulas, Nate Utkov,
Henry Valk, and Andrew Wilensky

Students Put Music Theory to Practice
by Mr. Andrew Millen ’08

S

enior Nathan Feler is headed to Indiana
University’s Jacobs School of Music this fall, with
the goal of becoming a music producer. He was
able to lay the groundwork for his college studies in the
recently added Music Theory and Composition class.
“The class focuses
on the basics of composition – rhythm, meter, key
signature, and the overall
structure of melody and
harmony,” Mr. Jonathan
Saunders, course instructor
and assistant director of
information technology,
said. “Most of the students,
such as Feler, have a background in music already,
and they responded well.”
Saunders, who
Junior Christian Patterson presents
holds
a degree in
his arrangement of “Chapter Four”
composition from
by Avenged Sevenfold.
David Lipscomb
University, combined his own musical background
with his experience in computer science to
develop the class.
“We use notation software and web-based
exercises so that students can work at their own
pace,” he said. “That way, students with more

aptitude in a subject can move faster, and students
who are new to a particular topic can spend more
time with it.”
Saunders also incorporated music history to
provide context.
“I like being able to tell them that a certain
technique evolved 1,000 years ago, 500 years ago,
or 50 years ago,” he said.
In addition to daily exercises, Saunders assigned
the students a final project: Rearrange a piece of music
in a different style. Feler, a member of Beg To Differ,
chose to adapt James Taylor’s 1988 single “Never Die
Young” for a four-part male a cappella ensemble.
“The most challenging thing is figuring out how
to represent all the different parts of the original in
just four voices,” Feler said. “It requires some artistic
interpretation.”
Junior Sam Shankman, who had a starring
role in The Producers
this spring, chose to
rearrange The Beatles
song “Good Day
Sunshine.”
“I really want
to bring my own style
and ideas to rearranging the song, while
retaining what made

Junior Sam
Shankman
presents his
arrangement
of “Good Day
Sunshine” by
The Beatles.

it good in the first place,” he said. “It’s a
delicate balance.”
With the addition of the Music Theory and
Composition class, the Fine Arts Department now provides multiple outlets for musically inclined students.
They can hone their performances and practice sound
mixing in the state-of-the-art Bloodworth Studio and
study the theory and history of music in a small
classroom setting – a feature that Feler appreciated.
“I love the small size of the class and the
enthusiasm of all the students for music,” he said.
Feler and his classmates are laying tracks for
future music-industry careers, learning from technically
proficient instructors on some of the most advanced
tools available.
This gives the “MUS college-preparatory experience” for students like Feler a new musical meaning.

Senior Nathan Feler speaks about his rendition
of “Never Die Young” by James Taylor.

Mr. Grant Burke (right), art instructor, shows Upper School Principal Barry Ray how to operate
the Fine Arts Department’s new Zone VI large-format camera, while juniors Jackson Loeb and
Alec Ossorio pose as subjects. Mr. Rick Broer, former academic dean, donated the camera, and
Burke purchased a special back for the camera that holds instant FujiFilm. He also hopes to
use the MUS darkroom to develop black and white photos from the camera.

Loeb and Ossorio check out
their instant photos.
Inside MUS
Summer 2012

19

The Arts

Producing The Producers
by Sam Shankman ’13

A

nyone
familiar
with

Mel Brooks’ classic
The Producers
knows the show is
massive, intimidating, and delicate –
both technically and
thematically. It is a
classic Broadway
musical, and a
praiseworthy one. In
2001 The Producers
captured 12 Tony
awards, winning in
every category for

The Producers cast members perform “Along Came Bialy” at the
Orpheum’s High School Musical Theatre Awards. (front row, left to
right) Jules Jordan, Sam Shankman, Paul Stevenson, and Jace Watkins;
(back row, left to right) Margaret Shaul, Allison Blankenship,
Caroline Bush, and Kacey Alexander

which it received a nomination.
Given the Broadway-size expectations for the show, it is not a typical high school
endeavor. Luckily, MUS doesn’t have a typical high school theater department.
The plot is pure, crowd-pleasing silliness. Past-his-prime Broadway producer Max
Bialystock (senior Ashish Nathani) meets with nobody-accountant Leo Bloom (junior
Sam Shankman), and they soon realize that a Broadway producer can actually make
more money with a flop than a hit. They can oversell shares in the show and pocket the
investment when it closes opening night. To capitalize on this concept, the duo set off to
find the worst show, director, and cast in New York City.
They enlist Nazi playwright Franz Liebkind (senior Jace Watkins), flamboyant
director Roger De Bris (senior Britt Colcolough), his assistant Carmen Ghia (senior
Michael Green), and Swedish bombshell Ulla Svaden-Svanson (Hutchison senior
Jules Jordan). By the end of Act I, Bialystock and Bloom have all the ingredients for
a huge flop.
There is only one problem: The show is a huge success, and their scheme is

20

Inside MUS
Summer 2012

Photography by ShowTymeStudio.com

exposed. They end up in prison, where they create the musical Prisoners of Love for the

(above, left to right) Theater patrons David Protheroe, Baker Ball, and Christian Patterson
(at left) Ashish Nathani as Max Bialystock

The Arts
inmates. By show’s end they are

portions of the show. Cast

back on top, living their dream

members with little prior

of being the best producing

experience singing and dancing

duo on Broadway.

were able to hone their skills

In creating the show,
students, faculty, and
volunteers alike courageously

through educational rehearsals.
Sam Shankman and Ashish Nathani as producers
Leo Bloom and Max Bialystock

It all came together through
the vision and dedication of

tackled its technical challenges. As in every MUS show, students

Mr. Tim Greer, director of theater. From painting the sets to

participated in all levels of the production, and some took on

operating the spotlights, to dancing, singing and acting, the

major roles on the crew. Senior Nicholas Rouse did a masterful

impressive commitment of everyone involved in The Producers

job as stage manager of the gigantic production. Senior Carson

made it a memorable experience, and a praiseworthy one.

House performed onstage and managed a student crew that

The production garnered a dozen nominations in the 2012

handled all of the set changes. Sophomore Doug McClew

High School Musical Theatre Awards. At the Tony Awards-

designed and operated the lights. Senior Anthony Hodges

style presentation at the Orpheum Theatre in May, members

designed some of the projections and ran the soundboard.

of the cast performed “Along Came Bialy,” and the production

Volunteer crews came on Saturdays to work with Mr. Robert

claimed awards for Outstanding Music Direction, Outstanding

Fudge, technical director of theater, on constructing the sets.

Scenic Design Tier I, and Outstanding Actor in a Lead Role
(see related story on page 22).

Photo by ShowTymeStudio.com

Several students helped Ms. Kimberly Baker choreograph

The cast and crew of The Producers: (kneeling, left to right) Carson House, Rashaan Jiles, Baker Ball, and A.J. Kharbanda; (second row, left
to right) Paul Stevenson, David Protheroe, Augie Van Deveer, Jace Watkins, Ashish Nathani, Jules Jordan, Sam Shankman, Britt Colcolough,
Michael Green, Emily Collins, and Christian Patterson; (back row) Karen Schaeffer, Neely Battle, Allison Blankenship, Ellen Cohen, Kacey
Alexander, Dorothy Oehmler, Margaret Shaul, and Caroline Bush; (far back, at right) Justin Goldsmith, and Doug McClew
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My Brush with Broadway
by Sam Shankman ’13

I

Photo courtesy of the National High School Musical Theater Awards/Photo: Mr. Henry McGee

boarded a plane bound for New York
pianist Mr. Michael Feinstein, and TonyCity on June 20 for what would soon
nominated actress Ms. Montego Glover
become the most memorable experi(Memphis).
ence of my life. After being fortunate
We also saw the Broadway musical
enough to win the award for Best Lead
Nice Work If You Can Get It, featurActor in a Musical at the Orpheum’s
ing Ms. Kelli O’Hara and Mr. Matthew
High School Musical Theater Awards, I
Broderick. This was especially exciting for
joined 59 other regional winners at the
me, having just played Broderick’s iconic
National High School Musical Theater
role of Leo Bloom in The Producers.
Awards, or the Jimmys.
The most amazing part of the entire
We had five days of intense private
experience, however, was getting to know
coaching and rehearsals at New York
the other performers. By the end of the
University’s Tisch School of the Arts in
first day, we felt close. Within a week, we
preparation for a Tony Award-style perwere a family. I was humbled to share my
formance on Broadway and the presentaBroadway debut with this talented group
tion of The Jimmys for Best Performance
onstage at the Minskoff Theatre.
by an Actress and Actor.
I left New York on June 26 with mixed
Junior Sam Shankman (center, in gray)
In addition to getting great coaching rehearses at NYU’s Tisch School of the Arts. feelings. I would miss my friends, but
from Tony-nominated actor Mr. Michael
I realized I had just spent a week with
McElroy (Rent), I met industry professionals such as Tonyfuture Broadway performers.
winning actor Mr. Christian Borle (NBC’s Smash), singer/
Maybe one day we will be working together again.

Awards Honor Owl Artistry
by Mr. Andrew Millen ’08

I

t has been a rewarding year for art students. The Mid-South Scholastic Art Awards
honored the work of eight Owls at the January competition. The contest is a juried
exhibition presented by the Memphis Brooks Museum of Art, which is open to
middle and high school students across the Mid-South.
Senior Drew Stevenson received both a Gold Key and the prestigious Westland
Photo Award for his work Classrooms. Senior David Brandon won a Gold Key award for
his photography portfolio plus Silver Key and honorable mention recognitions for individual photographs. Senior Alex Weinstein and eighth grader Daniel Tancredi both
took home Silver Key awards for their works. Seniors Sam Henke and Mitchell Marino,
junior Matt Bolton, and eighth grader Henry Keel all received honorable mentions.
The showcase of student art continued in March with the annual Memphis
Association of Independent Schools Art Show. Baptist Memorial Hospital for Women
exhibited works by seniors Brandon, Chris Eddings, Taylor Mays, Tunkie Saunders,
and Stevenson, along with juniors Bolton, Mac Trammell, and Ford Howell.
“It’s always rewarding to see your students’ work on display,” said Mr. Grant Burke,
art instructor. Burke praised the hard work put in by all of his students, and he was
particularly pleased with the diversity of their artwork.
“The students created excellent pieces in a variety of mediums – digital and
non-digital photography, dry-point etching, relief woodprint, painting, and drawing,”
he said. “Their talent represented the school well.”
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Senior Drew Stevenson with his photograph,
Classrooms, which won a Gold Key and the
Westland Photo Award at the annual MidSouth Scholastic Art Show earlier this year.

Senior Chris Eddings with his dry-point
etching, which was displayed in the
MAIS Art Show at the Baptist Memorial
Hospital for Women in March.

Junior Matt Bolton received honorable
mention for his artwork at MAIS.
Senior David Brandon with his photograph
15 Faces, which won a Silver Key award.

Owls Host 13th Memphis
Summer Classic

T

he premier summer high school basketball attraction in West Tennessee, the
Memphis Summer Classic, drew 24 area teams to campus in late June. The
three-day event was held in conjunction with the Memphis and Shelby

County Officials Association training camp.
Each school played six games, totaling 72 in all. Only Melrose and White
Station went undefeated. Other teams participating were city schools Craigmont,

East, Hamilton, Kirby, Southwind, Whitehaven, and Wooddale; county schools
Arlington, Bolton, Collierville, Germantown, Houston, and Millington; WestTennessee schools Covington and Dyer County; Mississippi school Olive Branch;
and independent schools Christian Brothers, Evangelical Christian School, Harding,
Lausanne, St. George’s, and host MUS.

2012 Varsity
Football Season
Aug. 17		MUS at Ensworth

7:00

Aug. 24		Kingsbury at MUS

7:00
7:30

“The purpose of the classic is team improvement, and we feel the participants

Aug. 30		MUS at Fayetteville
		Razorback Stadium

are accomplishing that goal,” Bakke said. “The event has been great for high school

Sept. 7		MUS at Central High

7:00

Sept. 14		Olive Branch at MUS

7:00

The Owls won three games in the event, defeating Craigmont, Hamilton,
and Houston.
Directed by Head Coach Matt Bakke, the Memphis Summer Classic is now
in its 13th year, and it continues to provide a valuable training ground.

basketball in the area as it brings together city, county, and independent schools that
normally would not play one another during the season.”

Sept. 21		Homecoming: East High 7:00		
		at MUS

Owls Named in Best of the Preps
The Commercial Appeal held the annual Best of the
Preps Awards Banquet in June, and MUS athletes and
coaches took home awards in eight categories.

Sept. 28		MUS at CBHS

7:00

Oct. 12		SBA at MUS

7:00

Oct. 19		White Station at MUS

7:00

Oct. 26		Briarcrest at MUS

7:00

Senior Eli Goldstein - Scholar Athlete of the Year
Sophomore Walker Sims - Male Tennis Player of the Year
Coach Bill Taylor - Tennis Coach of the Year
Junior Pace Clark - Male Swimmer of the Year
Coach Bryan Parker - Swim Coach of the Year
Junior Peyton Klawinski - Male Lacrosse Player of the Year
Coach Elliott Dent - Lacrosse Coach of the Year
Memphis University School - Best Male School
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Varsity Basketball

Challenging Season Holds
Peters’ 1,000th Victory

T

he 2011-12 varsity basketball season
Facing the Manassas High School Tigers,
was marked by a milestone and a farethe Owls turned a five-point halftime deficit
well. It was Mr. Jerry Peters’ last season
into a 24-point victory, outscoring the Tigers,
as head coach, and everyone involved in the
51-22, in the second half to claim the win. In
program wanted to make it special.
the championship game the team faced Class
Facing a tough schedule and a division
AA champion Bartlett. Looking to avenge an
full of talent, the team started off 3-0 before
earlier defeat, the Owls jumped out to an
losing a close contest to Bartlett, one of the
early 13-point advantage and never trailed
best teams in the county. The Owls came back
from there, winning the Championship-Plus
strong after that initial setback to win their
title, 69-57, to the delight of a large continnext two, defeating Evangelical Christian
gent of Peters fans in the stands.
School and Harding in solid victories.
Senior Danny Galvin was named
The football players rejoined the squad
the tournament’s most valuable player as
in early December, and the team looked to
he tallied 28 points and 10 rebounds in
build chemistry. Unfortunately, their winning
the Manassas game and 20 points in the
streak ended with losses to the Fellowship of
Championship-Plus contest. Junior Nourse
Coach Jerry Peters
Christian Athletes and two Atlanta teams, the
Fox also played very well as the team’s point
Paideia School and Charles Drew High School. At the holiday break the team’s
guard, and he was named to the all-tournament second team.
record stood at 5-4.
Seniors Toby Baker and Daniel Cunningham and juniors Jordan
Just when the season appeared to be slipping away, the Owls refocused
Rogers, Jake Rudesill, Fernando Van Hook, and Jonathan Wilfong
and played some of their best basketball of the season at the Carbondale
helped bring home the championship. Every member played his part when
Holiday Tournament in Illinois. After two victories the Owls were looking
called upon, including seniors Chris Eddings and Henry Valk and juniors
forward to the Class A championship game.
Derrick Baber, Grant Hechinger, Arbre Jones, and Hurston Reed.
Many of Coach Peters’ former players came to celebrate his 1,000th win.
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The players hoped to
With the 58-54 loss
continue their momentum,
to the Saints, the Owls
but inconsistent play hindered
claimed the third seed
them. They would lose two
in the Division II-AA
of their first three games in
state tournament and
January, falling to Millington
began play with a home
and Bolton in close games but
game against seventhwinning at Lausanne by 14
seeded Baylor School
points. Once again, as the team
of Chattanooga. Baylor
Junior Nourse Fox charges past the defense.
looked to be struggling, they
jumped out to a 13-4,
regrouped to win six of their
first-quarter lead and
next seven games, including
never trailed, ultimately
Senior Danny Galvin looks for an opening in the paint.
three division games.
besting the hosts,
The run began with a
60-39, to end the Owls’
64-50 triumph over St. Benedict to open division play. After a two-point
season at 16-12.
win over St. George’s, the Owls improved to 2-0 in the division with a hardDespite the outfought, 41-36, overtime victory over Christian Brothers at home. After a
come, Peters held a
competitive 10-point loss to one of the best teams in the state, Dyer County,
positive perspective on
the Owls won their next three, defeating Briarcrest, First Assembly Christian,
the season.
and Jackson Christian School.
“The end of the
Coach Jerry Peters talks strategy during a timeout.
The win over FACS was memorable as Peters notched his 1,000th career
regular season was
victory. With many of his former players in attendance, the Owls broke open
rough to take – a series of
a close game to begin the celebration of the monumental victory.
close losses to some highly ranked teams. Whenever you play this kind of
But for Peters, the win was more than just a personal record.
competition, there are no guarantees. However, the many great victories
“What’s most special is that all 1,000 have come at Memphis University
should not be overlooked,” he said.
School. This is like a big family,
In addition to Peters’
and I’m fortunate to have presided
departure, the program also bids
over it,” Peters said to the crowd
farewell to seven seniors, includafter the win. “To see all these
ing the two managers, Jackson
people coming back, some of
Darr and Jack Stukenborg,
them from halfway across the
whose loyalty and dedication
country, is very special.”
were admirable and appreciated.
Unfortunately, the Owls
Newly named Head
would win just once more after
Coach Matt Bakke anticipitates
the FACS victory, against Jackson
coaching a very competitive
Christian the next evening, before
team next season.
dropping their last five contests.
“The nucleus of our team
The streak started at St. Benedict
will consist of an outstanding
as the Eagles won 57-55, and then
group of experienced seniors.”
the team ended the regular seaBakke said. “We will also have
Players
present
Coach
Peters
with
a
signed
basketball
to
commemorate
his
milestone.
son with losses to Arlington, CBHS,
several members of last year’s
and Briarcrest in close contests.
very strong JV team ready to
The loss to Briarcrest was particularly painful because the game was for the
contribute. We will need our best effort each practice and every game
division title.
because the competition in Division II is extremely strong.”
Inside MUS
Summer 2012

25

Owls Win Second Straight
Lacrosse State Title

F

Houston and Briarcrest before heading to Baltimore. Upon
their return they handled Collierville and White Station
easily before defeating quality opponents Wheaton South
from Warrenville, IL, 8-6, and Montgomery Bell Academy
from Nashville, 7-4. After a victory over St. George’s, the
Owls traveled to Atlanta to face two talented area teams,
Milton High School of Alpharetta and Pope High School of
Marietta. Milton, the eventual Georgia 5-A state champion,
would go on to defeat MUS, 9-6, but the team rebounded to
outlast Pope, 9-8, and improve to 9-3. The Owls ended the
regular season at 11-3 following two easy wins over Christian
Brothers and Ravenwood High School of Brentwood.
In the state playoffs the team allowed only three goals
in routing Briarcrest and Father Ryan to advance to the
semifinals, where they faced rival MBA. In one of the most
intense and longest games of the year, the Owls needed
double overtime but ultimately beat the Big Red, 5-4, to play
for the state title.
In the finals against Brentwood Lacrosse Club in
Nashville, the team looked as if they would win handily as
they led at the end of the first quarter and seemed in
control. But early in the fourth, Brentwood gained

Photo by Steve Valentine

or most students Spring Break means rest and
relaxation, maybe a beach vacation, maybe just
sleeping in. For Head Coach Elliott Dent and his
varsity lacrosse team, Spring Break meant a trip to
Baltimore, MD, to battle three of the best teams in the
nation. The goal was to challenge the players and to
discover where they needed to improve.
Although the team met with defeat in all three of its
games, Dent sees the experience as an essential component
to the Owls’ success in the season.
“Not only was it a good ego check, but it exposed
some weaknesses that we needed to work on and that we
ultimately improved,” Dent said.
And did the Owls ever improve. After the Baltimore
defeats, the team would go on to take 12 of their final 13
games, defeating some strong opponents. That stretch
ultimately culminated in a dramatic 12-11 victory over the
Brentwood Lacrosse Club in the state-championship game,
where the Owls claimed their second straight Tennessee
State Lacrosse Association title and the program’s
eighth overall.
The team opened the season with two easy wins over
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The Owls celebrate winning the Tennessee State Lacrosse Association crown.

momentum and led 11-8 with less than four minutes left.
However, the Owls scored four straight goals, including the
game-winner with just 11 seconds remaining, to secure the
title. Dent was elated with the outcome.
“What an awesome comeback,” Dent said. “Everything
that had to be done, was done. It was perfect team play
the last three to four minutes. We just never panicked, and
it showed.”
He attributes much of the success to the team’s seven
seniors: James David Duke, Charlie Freeburg, Scott
Freeburg, Garrott Graham, Joe Morrison, Ross Warner,
and Heath Wilder.
“We will miss these accomplished seniors greatly in
terms of experience and leadership,” Dent said. “As individuals, they grew together into a tight-knit group that positively
influenced the younger guys.”
Their skill combined with the talent of the younger
players made the Owls a formidable team. Offensively,
attackmen junior Jackson Loeb, sophomore Patrick
DiMento, and senior Duke led the team to average more
than 11 goals per game. Contributing to that offensive
output were junior middies Peyton Klawinski, Andrew
Miller, Remy Rea, and Fort Robinson; sophomore Lucas
Crenshaw; and freshman Hayden Hunt, in addition to
seniors Charlie Freeburg, Scott Freeburg and Wilder.
Defensively, the Owls significantly improved from the
Baltimore trip to the end of the year. Leaders of the defensive unit included Morrison, juniors Grant James and Wil
Rainer; and sophomore Jackson Roberts. And junior goalie
Selby Austin proved to be one of the best in the state.
The Owls also had quality depth as juniors Philip Aiken,
Seth Carson, and Ryan Mayzell; sophomores Jake Eissler,
Tal Keel, Myatt McClure, Ben Ormseth, Nick Schwartz,
James Sexton, and John Valentine; and freshmen Chris
Boswell, Tom Garrott, Jack Gray, Brant Newman, and
Peter Phillips all played important roles this season.
The Owls look strong again next year, but they want
to savor this season’s journey just a little longer. From
the hard lessons learned in Baltimore over the break to
winning a state title just two months later, Dent, assistants
Coach Whit Tenent ’00 and Coach Pat DiMento,
and their players deserve much credit for their
accomplishments this year.

The 2011-12 fencers at the state Junior Olympic Qualifying Tournament in November: (front row, left
to right) Mark Sorensen, Ben Taylor, Aaron Clifft, Bennett Mercer, Doug McClew, and MUS Fencing
Club member Grayson Harber; (back row) Coach Brad Kroeker, Jared Ashkenaz, Drew Hutson,
Andrew Elsakr, Nick DiMento, Utkarsh Mishra, and Andy Sorensen

Fencing Team Victorious
at State Championship
by Mr. Andrew Millen ’08

W

ith first-place finishes in the epee and saber divisions
and a second-place finish in foil, the fencing team
brought home the state fencing championship title.
This year’s Tennessee State Secondary School Fencing
Championships, organized and hosted by Cheney Fencing in
Franklin, drew a record 12 high school and homeschool teams
and 71 individual competitors.
The three MUS weapon teams, led by the team captains,
senior Mark Sorensen and juniors Ben Taylor and Drew
Hutson, performed well against powerhouse programs from across
the state, including McCallie, St. George’s, Christian Brothers,
and Baylor School.
In the individual saber competition, Hutson placed second,
followed by freshman Jeffrey Zheng in seventh place, junior
Utkarsh Mishra in ninth, and freshman Andrew Elsakr in
10th. Junior Bennett Mercer and sophomore Travis Floyd
finished 11th and 12th, just out of team point placement. With these
finishes, the saber team claimed the top spot in the division for the
second year in a row, beating out four other teams.
The foil division saw Sorensen place fifth and Zheng seventh,
with point contributions from sophomores Doug McClew and
Sam Ostrow and eighth grader Kevin Tu. The team finished
second behind a powerful Baylor squad, gaining ground from last
year’s third-place finish.
In the hotly contested epee team competition, MUS bested 11
other schools for the first-place finish. Taylor just missed the medal
round with a strong fifth-place finish. Juniors Aaron Clifft (who
finished ninth) and Jared Ashkenaz (14th); sophomore William
Lamb, and freshman Nick DiMento all added to the team score.
“Our team depth and really courageous performances by every
person on each weapon team put us over the top,” Head Coach
Brad Kroeker said.
With Sorensen the only graduating senior, the fencing squad
is poised to build on this year’s performance.
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Varsity Baseball

Doing Little Things Right Yields Big Season

H

Ground Academy, the Owls bounced back and reeled off two
ead Varsity Baseball Coach Johnny Beard knows that in
baseball – as in school, work, and all of life – if you take
of their most impressive wins of the season, the first over CBHS,
care of the little things, the big things take care of themselves.
4-0, behind a dominant performance from senior Victor Cole
For his championship-caliber varsity squad
on the mound. They followed that win up
this season, Coach Beard knew that talent,
with junior Jordan Rodgers’ completeskill, ability, and other “big things” would
game gem over Baylor School. From that
not be lacking.
semifinal victory, the Owls advanced to play
“This year’s team was the best team I’ve
in their third consecutive state championship
ever had while I’ve been here,” Beard said.
game, a rematch against the white-hot
“They knew it, too. Expectations were high,
BGA Wildcats.
but our goal as coaches was to try to get betBGA would take the game and the title,
ter every single day and to find the proper role
completing the final chapter of the Owls’ story
for every member of the team. We needed to
of record-breaking success. While the loss in
solidify our rotation and basically keep the
the title game stung the Owls, Beard knows
team grounded and not worry too much about
his team did everything that was asked this
wins and losses. If we could get our players
season. He looks forward to next spring, as
in the right place and the right frame of mind
great talent is returning and developing for
by doing all those little things right, the wins
another run at the championship.
Freshman Colton Neel rounds third base in a
game against Evangelical Christian School.
would take care of themselves.”
“Next year we have a chance to be very
Beard’s patient strategy worked to near pergood,” Beard said. “We have some great arms
fection as the wins came by the five-gallon bucketful and fell
coming up. Offensively, I look for us to be strong. And with
into place as reliably as gap-doubles in batting practice. The
good pitching and solid defense, you will always have a chance.”
30-9 squad earned more victories in one season than any other
Beard said over the last three seasons, he has observed a
MUS team in the history of the school.
change in the mindset of his teams, from wanting to win every
The records and the gaudy stats look impressive. However,
game to expecting to win every game. This merited confidence is
those who were part of this season’s championship run know
no doubt a product of great coaching by Beard and his staff of
there was a slight stumble out of the starting block.
Coach Kyle Finney, Coach Bo Hart, and Coach Chris Stewart,
“As much as we knew about the talent we had, I really
combined with the on-the-field and in-the-dugout leaderwanted to get the season started by letting our guys see where
ship by seniors Cole, Edward Francis, Spencer Gruber,
they were,” Beard said. “So, we went to the Fort
Walton Invitational during Spring Break to play
some of the most talented teams in the Southeast.
We challenged our boys early and began the season 0-4.”
In spite of the inauspicious beginning, the
Owls did not lose confidence. They never lost
their swagger, and the wins took care of themselves, including key victories over traditional
powerhouse rival CBHS in the regional and state
tournaments, St. Benedict in regional play, and a
hard-fought victory over a solid Father Ryan team
in the state playoffs, after a first-round bye.
In the state double-elimination tournament,
after enduring a 10-5 defeat at the hands of Battle
Junior Dalton Dulin bats against St. George’s Independent School.

28

Inside MUS
Summer 2012

Daniel Harris, Wil
Hergenrader, Holt
Perdzock, and
Brayden Phillips.
In order to keep
the momentum going in
2013, Beard will look
to his returning players:
juniors Matt Bolton,
James Burnett,
Dalton Dulin,
Junior Jordan Rodgers bats against
Overton High School.
Andrew Plunkett,
Rodgers, and Shane
Tucker; as well as sophomore Michael Fitzsimmons and
freshman Colton Neel.
The bar was set high in 2012. These returning players and
the new faces that will join them will have a tough act to follow.
“I’ve coached for 40 years, and this is the most fun I’ve had,”
Beard said. “We, as coaches, did not look at our guys as ‘ball
players,’ we looked at them as students and as young men first.

Ta k i

The relationships that they built among themselves and that we
built with them as our students, our players – that will always
mean more to us than winning any game.”

Power P layers
Post-season recognition and university signings highlight the standout talent on the 2012 varsity baseball team. Three Owl seniors will
be taking the field for NCAA Division I schools next season – Victor
Cole, University of Memphis; Daniel Harris, University of Tennessee,
Knoxville; and Holt Perdzock, University of Mississippi. Juniors
Dalton Dulin and Andrew Plunkett have already committed to
play for the University of Mississippi and the University of Tennessee,
Knoxville, respectively. Furthermore, these five players plus junior
Jordan Rodgers were named to the 2012 Commercial Appeal Pepsi
All-Metro team, and four seniors – Cole, Harris, Perdzock, and senior
Brayden Phillips – were selected to play in the 2012 Shelby County
All-Star Game.

ng Aim

T

he Trapshooting Team was thwarted by a clay-target shortage for a time but still managed a good number of early morning
practices. Pictured (left to right) are Townsend Warren, Dub Sorrells, Jack Mullins, Austin Pretsch, Hayden Meacham,

Ethan Pretsch, Edward Simpson, Jerry Oates, Cole Adams, Proctor Ford, David Halle, Alec Ossorio, Daniel Britton, Davis
Owen, Chandler Brown, Mike Carrier, Butch Matthews, Zack Spisak, August Klinke, and Connor Goodwin, along with
Assistant Coach Jonathan Large, Head Coach Hamilton Eggers ’94, and Assistant Coach Dale Noble.
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Varsity Swimming

Records Fall as Owls
Make Waves
by Head Coach Bryan Parker

T

Sherman Tabor; and the
he varsity swim
400-yard freestyle group of
team completed
Wellford, Clark, Brooksbank,
a record-setting
and Tabor. These performancyear with the first top-10
es allowed the Owls to win
finish in school history at the
their fourth-straight Shelby
Tennessee Interscholastic
County Championship and
Swim Coaches Association
capture seventh place overall
State Championships in
in the state of Tennessee.
Nashville.
MUS had more
It was also a recordqualifiers for the state
breaking year individually as
championship meet than
senior Crews Wellford betever before. Among the firsttered school records in the
time qualifiers were juniors
100-yard freestyle, 200-yard
Chip Ogles and Walker
freestyle, and 100-yard backThompson; sophomores
stroke. Junior Pace Clark
Brooksbank, Austin Dobbs,
knocked off school records
The varsity swim team members include (first two rows, left to right) Seamus Fitzhenry, Michael Green, Austin Pretsch,
Charles Belina, Chip Ogles, Crews Wellford, Ahmed Latif, Obaid Anwar, Walker Thompson, and Dan McGowan; (third row)
Seamus Fitzhenry, and
in the 500-yard freestyle,
Drew Evans, Thornton Brooksbank, Pace Clark, Sherman Tabor, James Belina, Jake Eissler, Andrew Crosby, and Head Coach
Harrison; and freshmen
50-yard butterfly, 100-yard
Bryan Parker; (back row) Cole Flemmons, Austin Dobbs, Nedas Jakstas, Reed Harrison, Sam Moore, and Richard Ouyang.
Richard Ouyang and Tabor.
butterfly, 100-yard individual
As varsity captain, Wellford led the team with help from the other three seniors:
medley, and 200-yard individual medley. Both swimmers qualified to swim at the
Obaid Anwar, Charles Belina, and Michael Green. All four led by example, and
2012 U.S. Olympic Team Trials in Omaha, NE (see story below).
their presence at the pool will be missed, but the Owls are looking forward to a great
Two relay records also were shattered this year, by the 200-yard freestyle team
year with eighth-grade swimmers moving up to the varsity team.
of Clark, sophomores Thornton Brooksbank and Reed Harrison, and freshman

Wellford and Clark Swim in Olympic Trials
Two Owl swimmers, Crews Wellford ’12

and rising senior Pace Clark, will never forget what
they did this summer – they competed at the 2012 U.S.
Olympic Team Trials in Omaha, NE.
“It was the craziest thing I’ve ever experienced in
my life,” Clark said. “If you put a pool in the FedEx Forum,
that’s what [the CenturyLink Center in Omaha] looked
like. Every final was sold out.”
Clark swam in 200-meter and 100-meter butterfly
preliminary heats. In the 200-meter, he bettered his
qualifying time of 2:02.68 with a time of 2:02.58,
coming in 59th out of 139 swimmers. His qualifying
time for the 100-meter race was 55.12, and at the trials
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Swimmers Pace Clark and Crews Wellford

he swam 55.23, finishing 88th out of 122 swimmers.
Wellford, who has signed with the University of
Alabama, qualified in the 200-meter backstroke with a
time of 2:04.75. At the trials he came in 85th out of 107
swimmers with a time of 2:06.43.
“It was a lot of pressure, and I got nervous before
my race, but the experience will help me tremendously in
the future,” Wellford said.
Simply making it to the trials is an impressive
accomplishment, requiring long-term commitment and
rigorous training, including mornings before school,
afternoons, and weekends.
Both athletes are young in the field of Olympic
hopefuls. Perhaps they will get another shot in 2016.

Despite Hard Knocks, Varsity Soccer

Scores Impressive Season

W

Taking on the Father Ryan team
ith one of his most talented teams in recent
at home, the Owls jumped out to a
history, Varsity Head Coach Vincent Beck had high
expectations for the 2012 soccer season. Although
halftime lead, but Father Ryan came
Junior Ashton Clark attacks the goal in the
the team did not win a state title, the Owls still had an
back to send the game into overOwls’ 2-0 victory over Christian Brothers.
outstanding record, finishing 11-3-3 and defeating some
time. The hosts’ season would end
quality competition.
on this evening as the Fightin’ Irish
After opening with five scrimmages to prep for the
upended the Owls in double overtime, 4-3.
season, the Owls started
Despite the adversity, Beck
strong with seven consecutive
reflects positively on the season.
wins, defeating Germantown,
“The team at times showed
Beech Senior High School
the potential to compete with
(Hendersonville), St. Benedict,
anyone, and based on the
Sheffield, St. George’s, and
results we had this year, we
Briarcrest (twice). The team
were more than capable of
gave up only two goals in
defeating anyone and winning
the stretch.
a state title. Unfortunately,
The winning streak
that did not occur this year,”
ended at the Rivalry Classic
Beck said.
in Nashville with ties to
Talented seniors played a
Cookeville, 1-1, and University
vital role, providing experience
School of Nashville, 2-2. MUS
and leadership on and off the
rebounded quickly, taking
field, Beck said. Toby Baker,
the next three games, includWilliam Hammond, Sam
ing a 2-0 win over nationally
Henke, John Newman, George
Senior John Newman shows off his flexibility to beat the Christian Brothers defender to the ball.
ranked Christian Brothers.
Ormseth, Drew Stevenson,
However, the team would
Nate Utkov, and Andrew
win only one of the four remaining regular-season games,
Wilensky all played well throughout the season.
defeating Cordova, 2-1. Losses to Evangelical Christian School
Younger players also were essential to the success of
and Christian Brothers
the squad, including juniors Tucker Brock, Walker Busseyand a tie with Kingsbury
Spencer, Daniel Camuti, Ashton Clark, Marshall Clark,
dropped the Owls to the
Dobson Dunavant, Forrest Field, Will Kaelin, David
Montgomery, Bobby Scott, Alex Shores, Nathan Vogt,
second seed in the West
and Hays Westlake; sophomore Chris Galvin; and freshmen
Division for the state
Michael Jacobs, Luke Jordan, and Luke Parker. Managers
tournament. Despite not
Leo Bjorkland and Grant Stevenson also played important
winning their division,
roles in practices and games.
the Owls earned a bye
Though they will miss the eight seniors, Beck and
in the first round of the
Assistant Coach Todd Erickson are already looking forward.
tournament and claimed
“We’re excited about a strong returning class as we start
a home game in the
thinking about next year,” Beck said.
quarterfinal round.
Showing off his jumping ability, senior
Sam Henke battles for possession with a
Christian Brothers midfielder.
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Varsity Track Team Finishes Strong
he 2012 track team

T

      Seniors on

represented MUS well

the team included

throughout the season,

Charles Belina, Ben

posting a 57-14 overall record and

Benton, Alex Dale,

wrapping up the year with a seventh-

Chris Eddings, Eli

place finish at the TSSAA State

Goldstein, Carlton

Track and Field Championships, held

McCord, John Oates,

at Middle Tennessee State University

John Sousoulas,

in Murfreesboro. Led by Head Coach

Ben Still, Trip

Bobby Alston and assistants Coach

Underwood, Chris

Johnny Jones (throwers), Coach

Walker, and Tate Yawn.

Orlando McKay (sprints/jumps),

The throwers included four stand-

Coach Ross Rutledge ’02 (sprints/

outs: seniors Benton and Still, junior

jumps), and Coach Joe Tyler

DJ Walker, and sophomore Malik

(distance), the team logged many

Smith. Benton led the team with his

outstanding performances.     

shot put and discus performances.

Some of the highlights included a

The team’s jumpers also did well

second-place team finish in the region

this season, with Sousoulas advanc-

and a dual meet victory over Houston.

ing to the state meet in the long and

Sophomore Berry Brooks clears a hurdle.

triple jump and placing fifth in both.
McCord was able to overcome an
injury and compete at the regional
meet, where he placed in both events.
Sophomore Harrison Williams
was the team’s top high jumper with a
season best of 6 feet 4 inches, and he
placed third at the state meet, while
freshman Christopher Davis placed
sixth. In the pole vault event, the two
top Owls were Goldstein and junior
Fraser Humphreys. Both qualified
for state, but Goldstein was unable to
attend, and Humphreys finished sixth.
The sprint squad was a strength
for this young but talented team.
Juniors Dustin Conway, Edward
Lake, James Rantzow, Fernando
Van Hook, and Will Whitley, and
freshman MaLeik Gatewood all
performed well. They made up the
4x100-meter and 4x200-meter relay
teams that finished fifth and fourth,

(left to right, in U shirts) Freshman Pierce Rose, junior Buckner Hasenmueller, and
freshman Rashad Orange dash to the front of the pack at the start of an 800-meter run.
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respectively, at the state meet. Conway

posted the best times in both the

Freshman Pierce Rose posted

remarkable, as he scored 5,904 points

100- and 200-meter dashes for the

a personal record of 4:37.99 in the

second straight year, earning a spot in

1,600-meter run and a 10:18.45 in the

the 200-meter dash at the state meet,

3,200 meters. He placed second in the

where he placed sixth. The 4x200

region meet in both events, and at state

team of Whitley, Lake, Rantzow, and

he placed eighth in the 1,600 and

standing individuals coming back next

Conway ran a time of 1 minute 29.81

seventh in the 3,200. Not far behind

year,” Alston said. “We certainly hope

seconds at the state meet, the second-

was freshman Max Simpson, who

to improve on our region and state

fastest time in MUS history.

improved tremendously throughout the

finish as a team and should compete

      The youthful hurdlers were led

season. He ran his best at the region

for some individual gold, as well.”

by junior Chris Evans and two

meet, posting a 4:43.70 in the 1,600

sophomores, Berry Brooks and

and a 10:24.88 in the 3,200.

Williams. Evans turned in his best

to finish sixth at the state meet.
Alston is already looking to
next season.
“Obviously, we have some out-

After the team’s second-place

110-meter time at the region meet with

finish at the regional meet and

a 15.95, and Williams ran a 41.49 for

seventh-place finish at

the team’s best 300-meter time of

state, Alston presented

the season.

the Robert J. Hussey

      The middle-distance group was

Track Award to Williams

led by freshman Rashad Orange, the

and Orange. Only a

anchor on both the 4x400-meter and

freshman, Orange stood

4x800-meter relay teams. At the state

out with his relay perfor-

meet Orange placed second in the

mances and in the open

800-meter race with a time of 1:57.68,

800-meter run. Williams

helping our relay teams achieve a

was the team’s top point

third-place finish in the 4x800 meters

producer, scoring 122.5

and a second-place finish in the 4x400

points in a wide variety

meters. The 4x800-meter relay team

of events, including the

at state also included Oates, junior

long jump, triple jump,

Buckner Hasenmueller,

high jump, pole vault,

and eighth grader Terrell Jackson.

110-meter hurdles, and

The 4x400-meter team included

300-meter hurdles. He

Davis (subbing for injured junior

also was a key member

Alex Weaver), Jackson, and

of the 4x400-meter

Williams. This group was very

relay team. In addition

impressive, running the ninth-best

William’s state decathlon

time in school history (3:25.02).

performance was

Eighth grader Terrell Jackson (back) passes to sophomore
Harrison Williams in a 4x400 relay.
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Tennis Team Makes a Habit of Success

I

championship, beating MBA’s top player 6-0, 6-1.
t’s a favorite counseling insight of Dr. Phil
Taylor said it was one of the best – if not
McGraw – “The best predictor of future
the
best
– MUS singles matches he has seen in
behavior is past behavior.”
35 years, with Sims dictating the match from the
If any varsity tennis fans at MUS were in
opening point to the finish.
doubt as to how the 2012 season would go for
“Walker beat a talented and tough player
Coach Bill Taylor’s team, they would have done
from MBA in just 45 minutes, making at most
well to remember the tall shrink’s advice.
one or two unforced errors in the whole match,”
Coming into the season, the Owls had
Taylor said. “He has been one of the most focused
amassed an astounding 16 consecutive first-place
and hard-working boys on the team the last three
finishes in the regional tournament, a run that
years, showing marked improvement every year.
goes back to a time when Braveheart was the box
Sophomore Walker Sims returns a well-placed drop shot.
The whole team is proud of Walker.”
office draw and Garth Brooks was swinging from
After yet another championship season,
the rafters and topping the charts.
Taylor and Assistant Coach Phil Chamberlain are proud of
With that sort of track record, it came as almost no
the way all their players handled themselves, especially the
surprise that the Owls would highlight their 2012 season
departing seniors.
with their 17th consecutive first-place finish in the TSSAA
“Our seniors have made their marks on the program,”
West Regional Tournament. The finals featured all-MUS
Taylor said. “We are losing four boys [Feuss, George, Jake
matches, with junior Marshall Sharp beating sophomore
Greenstein, and Alex Weinstein] with a lot of talent and
Walker Sims in the singles finals, and senior Healy Fuess
a great sense of fair play. They will be missed.”
and sophomore Jacob Birnbaum beating senior
With a strong, but small, group of seniors, the team
William George and junior Colin Donoghue for the
relied upon its underclassmen to play vital roles. Juniors
doubles championship.
on the team included Donoghue, Wellford Gould, Brian
“Beginning the school year, we had high hopes for a
Ringel, Frederick Scharff, and Sharp. The sophomore
great season, and we scheduled the best competition availclass was well represented by Jacob Birnbaum, Michael
able,” Taylor said. “We had a very deep and talented team.
Birnbaum, Alec Carro, Tully Dicken, Sims, and Hunter
At some point during the season, just about everyone in
Varner. The freshmen, who also made a strong showthe top eight players stepped up and won a big match for
ing this season, were Michael Apple, Alex Carruthers,
us. Walker Sims was most consistent, playing No. 1 for the
Paul
LaHue, Spencer Richey, David Scharff, Christian
majority of the season.”
Senior Healy Fuess puts away the
competition
with
another
ace.
Schneiter, Matt Stephens, and Arnav Thakur.
It was Sims’ individual performance that provided the
Taylor said he remains confident that his players are up
exclamation point on another successful season for the tennis
to the challenge of carrying the torch
squad. In the state tournament, the
for the varsity tennis team, which at
Owls beat Baylor School in the semiTennis
Highlights
the state level has claimed 13 team
finals, 4-3, but lost to Montgomery
championships, 13 doubles titles, and
Bell Academy, 4-2, in the finals. Fuess
In addition to regional and state tournaments, season highlights for the
nine singles championships.
and Birnbaum lost in three sets in the
varsity tennis team include the following:
“I expect next year’s team to
state doubles semifinals. In the state
• In the National High School Tennis All-American Tournament in Newport
win the state championship,” he said.
singles tournament, Sharp (a twoBeach, CA, the team finished 4-1 and won the consolation championship
(beating teams from North Carolina, New York, Arizona, and California).
“We will have a very talented team
time defending state champion) also
Sims
was
named
a
High
School
All-American
after
the
tournament.
returning.”
lost in the semifinals, paving the
• The team finished third in the Francis E. Carter Tournament in Nashville.
way for Sims, who won the singles
• The Owls finished second in the Buckhead Rotary Tournament in Atlanta.
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Varsity Wrestling

Youth and Experience Build Winning Team

W

Junior Trey O’Bannon

ith only five seniors on the
varsity wrestling squad, Head
Coach Steve Hendricks knew
at the start of the season that his younger
wrestlers would be vital to the success
of the Owls. Overall, he hoped to see
improvement in technique, consistency,
and team loyalty. He was not disappointed.
Despite its youth, the squad made
great advances and completed the season
with a 15-4 record, along with several
notable individual performances in
postseason competition.
Hendricks put together a competitive tournament schedule that included
the Blackhorse Invitational at Houston,
the Trojan Wars at Millington Central,
the Father Ryan Invitational in Nashville,
and the Briarcrest Dog Fight Duals.
Highlights included going 3-0 as a team in
the dual matches at the Father Ryan tournament and finishing second in the Trojan
Wars, just three points shy of first place.
Before heading into postseason,
they also competed
against strong local
teams from Bartlett,
Briarcrest, Christian
Brothers, Fayette
Academy, Kingsbury,
Millington, Ridgeway,
St. Benedict, and
St. George’s.
Captains Eli
Goldstein and

Carson House, along with fellow
seniors Townes Buford, John David
Christman, and Sadler McLendon,
provided leadership, helping the younger
team members hone their skills.
The up-and-coming wrestlers
included juniors Srujan Jampana
Raju, Caleb McCoy, Trey O’Bannon,
Andrew Raves, Matthew Reid,
Andrew Renshaw, and Alexander
Taylor; sophomores B.J. Lewis, Kyle
Naes, and Reynolds Raiford; freshmen Darien Bradburn, Mitchell
Clark, Austin Darr, Samuel Gordon,
Wesley Grace, Jack Gray, Xavier
Greer, Jack Hirschman, Hayden
Hunt, Geoffrey Knowlton, Luke
Parker, Connor Stewart, and Gaines
Whitington; and eighth graders David
Dabov, Jackson Dickinson, Tom
Fowlkes, Tim Hart, Gil Humphreys,
Trammel Robinson, and David
Watkins.
At the Division II-AA State Duals,
held in early February in Franklin, the
Owls competed
against some of the
best teams in the
state. Unfortunately,
they dropped both
of their matches.
At the state
individual tournament, held two
weeks later in
Franklin, four MUS

Freshman Gaines Whitington

wrestlers won at least one match and
advanced in their respective weight divisions. At 106 pounds, Greer won his first
and third matches before ultimately falling
in his fourth. At 113 pounds, Stewart also
won his first match but lost his final two
matches. And in the 138-pound division,
House won two matches and came within
one win of competing for a top-six finish.
Goldstein, who claimed fifth last
season at state, posted the best MUS
result. In the 152-pound division, the
senior won his first-round match, 4-1, and
his quarterfinal match, 6-3, to advance to
the semifinals. He dropped his next match
to the eventual state champion from Baylor
School, moving him into the consolation
bracket. Goldstein rebounded to win his
next match, 7-0, and in the third-place
match he defeated his Christian Brothers
opponent, 4-3, to win the consolation
bracket – an outstanding finish for the
team’s senior leader.
Hendricks continued to stress a
common theme that he considers a motto
for his team: Overcome adversity. The
goal of the coaching staff, which includes
assistants Coach John Knaff and Coach
James Walker, is to make the MUS wrestling program an annual state contender.
“Next year we will be better still
with the continued improvement in our
schedule,” Coach Hendricks said. “We are
not of the caliber of the top teams in the
state yet, but give us a few years.”
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Ninth-Grade Basketball

Team Plays Tough Through
Challenging Season

T

he freshman basketball

most impressive victory of the

team battled through a

year, since CBHS eventually would

gauntlet of challenging

win the league championship. The

opponents and emerged with an

team ended the regular season by

11-7 record. They finished the

falling to Briarcrest and CBHS and

season in style, defeating St.

defeating St. George’s.

Benedict by 30 points in the

Coming into the league

Shelby League Tournament.

tournament as third seed, the

Led by Head Coach Trey

Owls overcame St. Benedict in

Suddarth, the team opened with

the tournament’s first round and

a home win over Evangelical

then faced CBHS. The Purple Wave

Christian School. Then they lost a

jumped out to an early lead, and

pair of games against two of the

the Owls did not recover. The loss

strongest teams in the county,

bumped the team into the consola-

Houston and Germantown. The

tion bracket. Undeterred, Suddarth

Owls rebounded to win six games,

rallied his team, and they finished

defeating ECS, Power Center

with an impressive victory over

Academy, the Fellowship

host St. Benedict to take third place

of Christian Athletes, Millington,

in the tournament.

St. Benedict, and St. George’s.
Germantown snapped that

Cole Adams goes for a layup.

included Cole Adams, Ben Elliott,

winning streak in

Will Farnsworth,

mid-January, and

Jack Hawkins, Carter

then the Owls fell

McFerrin, Ben Reaves,

in a close game

Michael Reddoch,

to Briarcrest. A

Pierce Rose, Connor

redemptive win over

Truitt, Preston

Christian Brothers

White, Ty Wolf, and

served as the Owls’

Connor Wright.

Carter McFerrin jumps up for a basket.
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Pierce Rose shoots over the hands of an ECS defender.

Eighth-Grade Basketball

T

21-5 Record Crowned with Shelby League Championship

he eighth-grade basketball team finished their 2011-12
season with a Shelby League Tournament championship, triumphing over St. George’s in the finals, 35-27.
The team – composed of Philip Freeburg, Mark French,
Jalen Friendly, Owen Galvin, Cole Harrison, Dillon Mitchell,
Max Murray, David Nelson, William Rantzow, Reid Smith,
Colin Threlkeld, and Connor Whitson – started the season
5-0. The streak ended with a loss to an excellent Ridgeway
Middle School squad. They rebounded to take their next three
games, including a win over Montgomery Bell Academy in
Nashville. This far-from-home victory came in the first game
of the Nashville Classic, a six-team round-robin event.
Unfortunately, the Owls dropped their last two games of the trip,
falling to Ensworth School and Franklin Road Academy, both of
Nashville, to stand at 8-3 as they headed into the new year.
The Owls, led by Head Coach Dax Torrey ‘94, kicked off

William Rantzow cuts through the defense.

On a breakaway, Philip Freeburg
goes for a layup.

2012 with a 39-32 victory over Germantown Middle School,
one of the best middle school teams in the state. The team
then dropped their next contest to Harding Academy, and
they sat at 9-4.
Unfazed by the setback, they went on to win nine of
their final 10 regular-season games. This impressive run
earned the team the top seed in the Shelby League Basketball
Tournament, held at Evangelical Christian School.
In the semifinals, the Owls took on the home team, ECS,
and defeated the Eagles, 44-30, to advance to the championship game. In that contest, the squad’s ironclad defense held
St. George’s to only 29 percent shooting. With the Gryphons’
offense grounded, the Owls were able to claim the Shelby
League title. The victory put the team’s final record at 21-5,
and the impressive tournament performance bodes well for
the possibility of future titles.

Dillon Mitchell shoots while David Nelson
boxes out an opponent.

Connor Whitson jumps up for a shot.

Seventh-Grade Basketball

U

Owls Avenge Losses and Advance to Semifinals

nder the direction of Coach Jason Peters, the seventh-grade basketball team steadily improved throughout the
season, finishing with a winning record of 11-9. The squad produced clear evidence of progress by avenging early
losses to league foes Briarcrest, St. George’s, and Harding the second time they faced them.
Point guard Luke Wilfong was an outstanding floor general, able to score in a variety of ways and consistently
pass the ball to open teammates. Wingmen Lamar Mallory and Cole Middlebrook provided ball handling and
outside shooting. Bradley Foley, a defensive specialist, averaged an amazing six steals and nine rebounds per game.
Dominating the interior was center Jack Heathcott, who averaged 11 points and seven rebounds per game. The Owls
also received valuable contributions from the remainder of the roster: Carter Braswell, Jack Crosby, Reeves Eddins,
Walker Horn, John Walker Huffman, David Jordan, Max Scott, Matt Silver, and manager McLean Todd.
The Owls met with success early in the postseason. They advanced to the semifinal round of the Shelby League
Tournament with a 47-30 win over Briarcrest. The Owls then faced a talented Evangelical Christian School team that had
gone undefeated in league play. Despite amazing performances from Wilfong (14 points, seven assists, five steals) and
Heathcott (10 points, eight rebounds), the Owls lost a 41-40 heartbreaker to end the season.
In spite of the setback, Peters said he enjoyed working with the seventh graders.
“They were a good-natured group that played much better during the second half of the season,” he said. “The
team’s marked improvement, and the results of that increased skill, are a testament to the players’ perseverance and
work ethic. It was a fun season.”

Luke Wilfong fights through tough defense.
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Lower School Track Goes 23-0, Claims Shelby Title

T

he Lower School track team completed an outstanding season. It went undefeated by winning the four
regular-season meets, going 23-0, and handily
claiming the title in the Shelby League Championship Meet.
A strong group of field participants led the team.
Eighth graders Tom Fowlkes (high jump, discus), Bolton
Gayden (long jump), Tim Hart (shot put), and David
Nelson (discus, shot put); and seventh graders Bradley
Foley (long jump) and Jack Heathcott (high jump) all had
fine seasons and scored team points at the championship
meet. Standouts included Nelson winning the discus event
with a throw of 124-1, and Hart topping the shot-put
competition with a throw of 46-4.
Owl sprinters contributed much to the team’s success.
Individual runners who earned points for the team at the
Shelby League meet included eighth graders Fowlkes (400
meters), Gayden (100-meter hurdles), Hart (100-meter
hurdles), Terrell Jackson (400 meters), and Pickens (100
meters and 200 meters); and seventh graders Foley (100
meters) and David Jordan (200 meters). Three sprinters
won their events at the championship meet, including Foley
(12.04 seconds in 100 meters), Jackson (52.79 seconds in 400
meters), and Pickens (24.77 seconds in 200 meters).
Three relay teams won their events, including the
4x100-meter relay team of Foley, eighth grader Mark
French, Jackson, and Pickens; and the 4x200-meter relay
team of Jalen Friendly, Gayden, Jordan, and seventh
grader Jalon Love. The 4x400-meter relay team of Foley,
Fowlkes, Heathcott, and Jackson set a new meet record by
running 3:49.02.
The Owls were also very competitive in the distance

events. At the championship meet, Jackson won the 800meter race, just missing the meet record with a time of
2:10.35. Eighth grader Matt Fuess finished a solid third.
And in the 1600-meter race, eighth grader Jonathan
Peters claimed sixth, and eighth grader Philip Freeburg
finished seventh.
In the four regular-season meets, MUS bested rivals
Briarcrest, Christ the King, Collegiate School of Memphis,
Evangelical Christian School, Grace St. Luke’s, Harding,
Immaculate Conception, Immanuel Lutheran, Rossville,
St. Dominic, St. Francis, St. George’s, St. Louis, Southern
Baptist Educational Center, and Woodland.
At the Shelby League meet in late April, the Owls
scored 145 points, more than double the points of secondplace Harding, which scored 71.
Individually, Jackson received the Dan Griffin Most
Outstanding Performance Award for the boys as he had won
the 400-meter dash, the 800-meter race, and anchored the
winning 4x400-meter relay team.
Other team members who competed this season
included eighth graders David Dabov, Gil Humphreys,
Mac McHugh, Patrick Murphy, and Colin Threlkeld; and
seventh graders George Crews, Matthew Horton, Watson
Isbell, Zachary Klinke, Steven Regis, Sloan Schneiter,
Jack Solberg, Henry Trammell, and Luke Wilfong.
Head Coach Matt Bakke, who is assisted by Coach Jesse
Husseth and Coach Glenn Rogers, was thrilled with the
team’s progress.
“Not only did the guys have a great season, but they
were very fun to coach,” Bakke said. “I thoroughly enjoyed
working with them and watching them improve.”

Lower School Swimming

T

Owls Swim to Fourth byConsecutive
Championship
Henry Keel ’16

he Lower School swimmers had an outhad top-three finishes. McCaghren placed second
standing season, going undefeated in their
in the 100-meter individual medley and third in
four regular-season meets and capturing
the 50-meter backstroke. Eighth grader Forest
Colerick placed third in the 50-meter freestyle.
their fourth consecutive Shelby County Middle
School Swim Championship.
Tucker Colerick placed second in the 50-meter
Eighth graders Sam Bartz, Henry Keel,
breaststroke, and Keel took second in both the
100-meter and 200-meter freestyle races.
and Mac Treadwell provided leadership as
captains of the team. In the championship
Other competitors included eighth graders
Nathan Dinh, Matt Fuess, Trip Gibson,
meet the Owls won both of their relay events.
Andrew Hanissian, and Edwin Hussey; and
The 100-meter medley relay team consisted of
seventh grader Mackey Alexander, swimming
seventh graders Ishan Biswas, Harrison Tabor,
backstroke; eighth grader Ian Fitzhenry at
and Alex Wolf.
breaststroke; seventh grader Jack McCaghren
Two new coaches led the team this season:
at butterfly; and seventh grader Parker Kaye
Coach Drayton Carlisle, assisted by Coach Bryan
The Lower School swim team celebrates winning
the Shelby County Middle School Swim Championship.
Parker, who heads the varsity team.
at freestyle. The competitors in the 200-meter
freestyle relay were eighth graders Tucker Colerick, Andrew Green,
“I am very happy with how this year went,” Carlisle said. “All of our
swimmers practiced very diligently, and their [Shelby County championship]
Keel, and Linhao Zheng.
was deserved. I cannot wait until next year.”
At the championship meet there were no wins, but several swimmers
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Baseball

Update

Junior Varsity Posts Impressive 18-2 Record

Eighth Graders Play Tough Through Season

Led by a profusion of strong pitching performances and
guided by Coach Kyle Finney and his fellow varsity baseball
assistants, Coach Bo Hart and Coach Chris Stewart, the junior
varsity baseball team enjoyed a tremendously successful
2012 campaign.
The Owls went 18-2 on their way to building valuable
experience as they gear up for the competition and high
expectations of baseball on the varsity level.
Before the season began Finney knew his team was deep
and talented, but his focus was never on wins and losses as a
measure of true accomplishment.
“My expectation for the team is to learn how to play baseball at the high school level,” Finney said. “I think this group
did that. I thought the season was good from start to end, and
some of the JV players played on varsity before the season was
over – that was a highlight for me.”
The 2012 JV team was composed of sophomores Blake
Bennett, Andrew Counce, Josh Dixon, Cal Edge,
Michael Fitzsimmons, Blake Fountain, Bud Harris,
Grayson Lynn, Blake Wallace, Anthony Walton, and
Seth Young; and freshmen David Clarke, Mike Frymire,
Jack Hawkins, A.J. Hunt, Pierce Jones, Carter
McFerrin, Colton Neel, Sam Simmons, Connor Stewart,
Connor Truitt, Preston White, Gaines Whitington, and
Connor Wright.

Playing a competitive schedule made up of both public and
private schools, the eighth-grade baseball team had a successful
season as the players learned a great deal from their devoted
coaches and gained valuable experience.The Owls finished the
2012 season at 5-5-1, battling some very talented teams.
The team won their first two games of the year, defeating
the Memphis Home Education Association, 12-2, and St. Ann,
13-1. After a 5-4 setback against Cordova in the third game,
the Owls won their next two contests, with victories over St.
George’s and White Station, to improve to 4-1. A tie against
Briarcrest, 2-2, ended the winning streak and started a skid of
three games. They lost to Briarcrest, St. George’s, and Southern
Baptist Education Center to end the regular season at 4-4-1.
In the postseason tournament MUS won its quarterfinal game, 4-3, over St. Ann, and advanced to the semifinals.
However, St. George’s ended the Owls’ season just two wins
away from the championship, dealing a 4-1 loss.
The team – made up of Will Buser, Witt Fesmire,
Hunter Finney, Trip Gibson, Mac McArtor, Murray
Morrison, Max Murray, Steven Regis, Reid Smith,
David Watkins, and Wyatt Young – improved under the
leadership of Coach Ben Clanton ’94 and Coach Andrew
Norrid. With continued commitment and work, many of these
players will contribute on the junior varsity and varsity levels.

Seventh-Grade Team Builds on Skills
The seventh-grade baseball team completed a good season, playing well against tough competition. Though their 4-7
record was not the result they had hoped for, they enjoyed some
quality wins and remained competitive.
The Owls started the season 0-2 as they dropped games to
Collierville and Covington. They won their first contest over St.
George’s, 7-5. Unfortunately, they could not build on that win
as they lost four of their final seven games of the regular season, defeating only Fayette Academy, 9-4; Houston, 7-4; and
Evangelical Christian School, 5-0.
At 4-6, MUS drew Houston in the postseason tournament.
Though the Owls played hard, Houston avenged a previous loss,
defeating MUS, 14-4, to advance and end the Owls’ season.
Members of the squad included Philip Deaton, Hugh
Fisher, Bradley Foley, Parker Ford, Henry Holmes,
Nelson Kaye, Jack McCaghren, Cole Middlebrook,
Christopher Nanney, Trent Scull, and Evan Smith. The
team was led by Coach Zack Rutland ’06 and Coach David
Delugach ’05, experienced alumni of the MUS baseball program.

Freshman David Clarke winds up for a pitch.
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Lower School Wrestlers Claim Second Undefeated Season

Pictured are (front row, left to right) Gil Humphreys, Trammel Robinson, Chandler Clayton, Alex Hyde, Richard Trippeer, Charlie Jones, Wyatt Neyhart, McCall Knowlton,
(back row) Coach Steve Hendricks, Coach John Knaff, Evan Knaff, Jackson Dickinson, Tim Hart, David Watkins, David Dabov, Tom Fowlkes, and Coach James Walker.

L

ed by Varsity Head Coach Steve Hendricks, Coach
John Knaff, and Coach James Walker, the Lower
School wrestling team went undefeated for the
second consecutive season, finishing 7-0.
Members of the squad included seventh graders Max
Bannister, Eli Christenbury, Jack Heathcott, Alex
Hyde, Charlie Jones, McCall Knowlton, Wyatt
Neyhart, Richard Trippeer, Tom Wells, and Louis
Wittenberg; and eighth graders Hudson Anthony,
Chandler Clayton, David Dabov, Jackson Dickinson,
Tom Fowlkes, Robert Hammons, Tim Hart, Gil

Humphreys, Ethan Johnston, Evan Knaff, Trammel
Robinson, and David Watkins.
The Owls faced stiff competition but bested all of their
opponents, including Arlington, Briarcrest, Millington, St.
Benedict, and St. George’s. Overall, Owl wrestlers went
57-18 in individual matches and recorded 43 pins.
Two members of the team, Dabov and Humphreys, did
so well during the season that they participated in some varsity
matches to gain experience.
The coaches look forward to seeing these athletes improve
and grow in their love for the sport.

Lower School
School Tennis
Tennis Players
Players Hold
Hold Court
Court
Lower

T

he Lower School tennis team
continued their Shelby League
dominance as they again finished the year undefeated and won
both the singles and doubles titles.
Eighth graders on the squad
included Edward Apple, Edwin Gully,
Austin Hord, Ethan Johnston, Jack
Lewis, Eric Makapugay, Stephen
Ogle, Jack Richman, and Alex
Taylor. Seventh graders included
Mackey Alexander, Carter Braswell,
Frederick Danielson, Andrew
Douglass, Davis Harano, Rahul
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Mehra, Micah Murdock, Kirk Ruaro,
Sloan Schneiter, and Maxwell
Varner.
The Owls finished the regular
season 9-0 as they easily defeated
Briarcrest, Evangelical Christian
School, Germantown, Harding,
Houston, Lausanne, St. George’s,
White Station, and Woodland.
Then in the Shelby League Tennis
Tournament, MUS swept all spots in
the finals.
In singles action, Danielson
defeated Apple to take the singles

championship, 6-4, 6-1. In the
doubles bracket, the duo of Hord
and Schneiter outlasted Braswell and
Varner in three thrilling sets to win
the title.
Lower School Head Coach Trey
Suddarth was very pleased with the
season, saying he enjoyed helping out
Varsity Head Coach Bill Taylor, Varsity
Assistant Coach Phil Chamberlain,
and the players.
“The guys are a winning group
and a class act,” Suddarth said.

Soccer
Tough Season Yields Experience for JV
With a squad of talented sophomores and juniors, the junior varsity soccer
team played a challenging schedule and gained some valuable experience
this season. Although the team finished 5-6-1, Head Coach Billy Smith and
Assistant Coach Antony Eddy were pleased with how the team progressed.
The Owls notched wins over St. George’s, Germantown, Houston, and St.
Benedict (twice), while suffering losses to Sheffield, White Station, Collierville,
and Christian Brothers (three times). The lone tie came against Kingsbury.
Members of the team included juniors Pete Abston, Srujan Bethi,
John Brand, Charlie Goodfellow, Kyle Gossett, Will Jones, Blake Smith,
and Chip Womack; and sophomores Michael Baker, James Bedwell,
Jeremy Boshwit, Bailey Buford, Andrew Crosby, Josh Douglass, Renn
Eason, Seamus Fitzhenry, Chris Galvin, Salman Haque, Samuel Hecht,
Jack Henke, Leshan Moodley, Sam Neyhart, Daniel Rutter, Aditya Shah,
Paul Stevenson, Eason Taylor, and Zain Virk.

Freshman Michael Jacobs outmaneuvers his opponent to maintain possession.

Freshmen Score a Winning Season
Head Coach Mikey McGuire ’03 led a talented group of freshmen soccer
players this season as the Owls played a variety of competitive squads.
With a schedule that included private schools Memphis Catholic and
Christian Brothers, city public schools Cordova and White Station, and county
public schools Arlington, Bartlett, and Collierville, the team was challenged
throughout the year.
The team included Alex Creson, Baty Daniel, Andrew Elsakr, Tarek
Hajj, Jack Hirschman, Michael Jacobs, Keegan Jones, Luke Jordan,
Ashish Kumar, Robby Matthews, William Merriman, Max Meyer, Nevin
Naren, Luke Parker, Spencer Richey, Andrew Shelton, Caleb Taylor,
Zack Whicker, and Yunhua Zhao.
The Owls finished the year at 7-4-1 as they defeated Bartlett (twice),
Collierville (twice), Cordova, White Station, and Memphis Catholic’s varsity
team. The four losses included two setbacks to Christian Brothers and one loss
each to Arlington and Collierville’s junior-varsity team. The lone tie was an
exciting, scoreless game against CBHS.
McGuire said he sees potential for these players to contribute to the
varsity squad over the next three years.

Update
Eighth Grade Tops Shelby League
for Second Year
Head Coach Spencer Reese ’94 is creating quite a dynasty with the
eighth-grade soccer program.
Building on their excellent regular season, the Owls played some of their
best soccer in the Shelby League Tournament and claimed the championship
for the second consecutive year.
The team finished the season undefeated and were rarely tested,
although they faced quality competition, including Briarcrest, Evangelical
Christian School (tie game), First Assembly Christian, Harding, Lausanne, the
MUS seventh-grade team, St. George’s (tie game), and Woodland.
With their 6-0-2 regular-season record, the Owls claimed the top seed in
the Shelby League Tournament and opened against Briarcrest. After easily dispatching the Saints, they faced St. George’s in the semifinals. Looking to avenge
the earlier tie, the Owls succeeded with a 5-2 victory to advance to the finals.
In the championship match, MUS faced a tough, talented ECS squad.
Though the Owls scored only once, that goal was enough as solid defense held
the Eagles down. MUS claimed the title with the 1-0 win.
Members of this talented team included Edward Apple, Ben Daniel,
Matthew Davidoff, Christian Fauser, Ian Fitzhenry, Tom Fowlkes,
Owen Galvin, Andrew Hanissian, Jim House, Mahad Jamil, Dylan Jones,
Cameron Lakin, Grayson Lee, Bob E. Mallory, Durand Martin, Will McAtee,
Saatvik Mohan, Russell Sands, Jasce Smith, and Jordan Wallace.
Reese said he was proud to be a part of this squad and the tradition
it represents.
“The gentlemen played like champions,” he said. “With every match,
they played with an enormous amount of heart. They continued our foundation
of strong moral character both on and off the pitch.”

Seventh Graders Gain Competitive Skill
Despite playing many squads that fielded both seventh and eighth
graders and not winning as many games as they would have liked, the
seventh-grade soccer team played hard and gained experience on the field.
Members of Head Coach Jim McClain’s squad included Ishan Biswas,
Carson Boucek, Andrew Douglass, Kian Ghodoussi, Grady Hecht, John
Walker Huffman, Will Johnson, Kanha Mishra, Alex Salazar, Max
Scott, Matt Silver, Jack Solberg, Ramiz Somjee, Harrison Tabor, Joseph
Threlkeld, and Tom Wells.
After a tough opening loss to a talented St. George’s team, the Owls won
their next match, besting Lausanne, 2-1. Unfortunately, that win would be the
last for MUS as they dropped their final six regular-season games, falling to
Briarcrest, Evangelical Christian School, First Assembly Christian, Harding, the
MUS eighth-grade squad, and Woodland, some in very close matches.
In the Shelby League Tournament the Owls fought hard but fell in the
opening round to Lausanne, 3-1.
McClain noted that his players improved as the season progressed,
particularly offensively, and he expected the experience gained this year
would help them continue that trend.
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JV Lacrosse Posts Strong Season

ne of the key factors that makes MUS lacrosse one of the
most successful programs in the state is the strength of
the junior varsity team. This year was no different as Head
Coach Whit Tenent ’00 led his young team to a good season.
Members of the squad competed hard and represented the
program well, including sophomores Jake Eissler, Lee Jennings,
Tal Keel, Myatt McClure, Ben Ormseth, Nick Schwartz, James
Sexton, Austin Swatzyna, and John Valentine (who also played
on the varsity team); and freshmen Mitchell Apollonio, Chris
Boswell, Mitchell Clark, Patrick Demere, Tom Garrott, Jack
Gray, Jeff Guenther, Will Hays, Will Hunt, Kamar Mack, John
Madden, Nicholas Manley, Brant Newman, Peter Phillips,
Joseph Preston, Preston Roberts, Griffin Wilson, and Ty Wolf.
The team secured wins over Houston, Collierville, Christian
Brothers, and Ravenwood while losing two close games to Christian
Brothers and one to Montgomery Bell Academy.
With the experience gained this season, many of these
young men will be called upon to contribute on the varsity level in
the near future.

Sophomore John Valentine (center) and freshman Griffin Wilson battle with Collierville players for possession.

Lower School Lacrosse Teams Post Winning Seasons

T

he Lower School lacrosse program
continues to flourish, once again forming
A and B teams that were extremely
successful in 2012.
The A team won the school’s 14th consecutive Middle School City Lacrosse Championship,
defeating a talented Houston squad in early May
to complete the championship campaign.
Composed of eighth graders and more
advanced seventh graders, the A team included
eighth graders Hudson Anthony, Beck Blake,
Nick Bragorgos, Chandler Clayton, Drew
Crain, Jackson Dickinson, Billy Dunavant, Gil
Humphreys, Edwin Hussey, Henry Keel, Evan
Knaff, Winn Medlock, Reece O’Keefe, William
Rantzow, Trammel Robinson, Bridger Smith,
Daniel Tancredi, Mac Treadwell, and Swep
Wallace. Seventh graders on the squad were
Webster Austin, Jack Crosby, Alex Hyde, Cade
Klawinski, McCall Knowlton, Andrew Roux,
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Henry Trammell, Richard Trippeer, Griffen
Walden, Louis Wittenberg, and Alex Wolf.
And the B team, which also included some
members of the A team, was made up of eighth
graders Hadley Allison, Bragorgos, Clayton,
Cole Harrison, Hussey, Knaff, O’Keefe, and
Smith; and seventh graders Austin, Burch Baine,
Max Bannister, Eli Christenbury, Crosby,
Price Ford, Hill Fulmer, Andrew Hopkins,
Hyde, Watson Isbell, Charlie Jones, David
Jordan, Knowlton, Jamie Lindy, Aneesh Ram,
Roux, Trammell, Trippeer, Walden, Cole Wilder,
Wittenberg, and Wolf.
The A team finished the season 14-3, outscoring their opponents 44-37. They defeated local
teams Briarcrest, Collierville, Evangelical Christian
School, Houston, Lausanne, St. George’s, and
club teams the Memphis Knights and Memphis
Saints. They went on the road and dispatched
Montgomery Bell Academy and Ensworth, two of

the best programs in the state. Their wins included
two matches against the Saints and two against
Houston.
Their record earned them a berth in the
postseason semifinals, and they handily defeated
St. George’s to advance to the title game. In that
championship match, the Owls played perhaps
their best game of the season, defeating a talented Houston squad, 9-3, to earn the title.
The B team also had a fine year, finishing
6-3, defeating Houston and the Saints (twice
each), Lausanne, and St. George’s. This group
outscored their opponents 51-26.
Under the guidance of Head Coach Jeffrey
Block ’94 and assistants Mr. Kevin Eissler, Mr.
Jason Lewin ‘98, Mr. Garrott McClintock ’06, Mr.
Dave Rea, and Mr. Jack Straton, these young Owls
improved and continued the excellence of the
lacrosse program.

Machines Test Knowledge,
Skill – and Patience
by Mr. Noah Black

M

r. Lee Loden’s Honors Physics class spent their second semester engaged in some
creative engineering. Their project: Create a Rube Goldberg machine, a contraption that
accomplishes a simple action, such as pouring a glass of water, through a deliberately
overcomplicated series of steps.
Divided into small groups, the juniors worked through a process of brainstorming, sketching
concepts, drafting blueprints, constructing the machines, testing their reliability, and presenting
them in class.
“What looks good on paper might not look so good in real life,” Loden said. “That’s why the
project requires that the boys build and test their contraptions. The construction phase is a
culmination of what they learned during the first semester, the knowledge of different types of
energy and simple machines.”
The project is a stalwart of both the Science
Department’s curriculum and Loden’s syllabus. He has
required it since he began teaching about 14 years ago,
and every year he tweaks and refines the assignment.
As a new instructor at MUS in the 2011-12 year, he has
gained a new perspective on the project.
“At an all-boys school, the students were
concerned only with the functionality of their
machines, not with how they looked,” Loden said. “I
was used to aesthetically pleasing machines, but this
time, there was a lot of duct tape, and a few prayers,
holding everything together.”
The project presented many challenges for the
(left to right, front) Fraser Humphreys
engineers.
(back) Ashton Clark, and Charlie Goodfellow
“Long-term time management was a tough part
of the project,” James Rantzow said. “It was difficult
to organize meetings, and the project took longer
than we expected. While that ate up our much-valued
weekends, it was really exciting when we finished the
machine. Seeing it work was awesome, because we
spent so much time on it.”
For Ashton Clark, the conceptual phase was tough.
“In our group, the process of coming up with an
initial idea was pretty complicated,” he said. “But
(left to right) James Rantzow, Derrick Baber,
actually, making the machine was really fun, especially
Chris Fiedler, and Daniel Britton
using the nail gun in Fraser Humphrey’s garage.”
In Frederick Scharff’s group, constructing the machine was tricky.
“The hardest part was figuring out how exactly to set up the step that used dominoes, and
particularly the positioning of the last, critical domino,” Scharff said. “In another step, we were having
problems getting a razor blade to pop a balloon, but Alex Weaver figured out that problem by
adding two rolling golf balls to the mechanism.”
All these difficulties and experiences are aspects of the project that Loden expects, and that he
sees as necessary to the assignment.
“I want to teach application-oriented physics because I want my students to see that
physics is an applied science that they can enjoy and consider for a career,” he said. “Students
remember building the machines – it is an experience they take with them.”

At the MUS Science Camp run by Instructor in Science Ms. Lizzie Gill,
Detective Jason Valentine of the Shelby County Sheriff’s Personal
Crimes Division taught the students the process of investigating
crime scenes. He discussed how DNA and fingerprints are collected
and how evidence is identified using different light sources and
colored lenses. He later set up a “crime scene,” allowing the boys to
take pictures and collect evidence in small groups. Each group came
up with conclusions as to what they thought happened. Detective
Valentine also taught the boys how to lift their own fingerprints
from various surfaces and preserve them.

Ms. Gill’s father, Mr. Ray Gill, also came to Science Camp to
speak about gas expansion and gun powder. He taught the boys
that gas compresses throughout a shotgun barrel and how the
expansion of gas dictates the energy that is released.
He then held a demonstration, cutting open shotgun shells
and lighting the gun powder on fire.
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Students vs. Hunger Project Feeds the Need

W

hen Wilson Society members combine 288
volunteers, $12,500-worth of food, hours of
planning, and hundreds of hairnets, they produce
56,000 meals for the Mid-South Food Bank.
For the Students vs. Hunger event, the society coordinated
with local companies and charitable organizations, solicited
donations, and reached beyond
campus for volunteers. In addition
to 146 Owls, students from 12
other schools helped with the
project, held in the Dining Hall
on Saturday, April 28.
Sophomore Tal Keel said he
was impressed that so many students came together in this effort.
“It took a lot of meetings to
figure out the details and prepare
for the event, but it was worth it,”
Keel said. “I hope to be a part of
more successful projects like this
in the future.”
Senior Jake Greenstein took
a lead role in Students vs. Hunger,
heading up the communications
committee, soliciting five signifi-

cant gifts, and using his contacts to drive student participation.
In recognition of his efforts, he received a Student Leader
Jefferson Award at Christ United Methodist Church in May.
“Jake did yeoman’s work,” Mr. Eddie Batey, director of
Memphis Leaders, said. “He arrived early for setup and stayed
late for cleanup. If he had not stepped up in a major way, the
day likely would not have been
as successful.”
Before each shift student
leaders demonstrated packing
procedures and explained health
code requirements. Volunteers
worked assembly-line style, dividing and packaging bulk products,
such as dry pasta, soy flour, and
vitamin packets. Some teams
were so efficient that their shifts
were cut short to make sure
students working later in the day
would still have work to complete. Everyone went home with
a Students vs. Hunger T-shirt,
and thousands of families in the
Memphis area received muchneeded food packages.

Sophomores Kyle Naes and Salman Haque

(left to right) Sophomore Kameron Bradley, senior Jack Shawkey, freshman Zach Walker, and junior Jordan Rogers bag macaroni for Students vs. Hunger.
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Philanthropist Inspired
by Outreach Efforts
For the Students vs. Hunger project, the Wilson Society purchased packaging materials,
macaroni, soy flour, vitamins, and cheese packets from Outreach Inc., a relief organization
brought to Memphis by Mr. T.W. Medlin. We asked Medlin to share his experience with the
organization. Following is his letter to the MUS community:

Friends,
sm, accomplishments, and
Our lives are shaped and influenced by the heroi
life, in the latter stages, was
courage of others and their good works. My own
heard about until six years ago,
shaped by the life and work of a man I had never
Dr. Norman Borlaug.
ted with saving the lives
Dr. Borlaug and his agricultural research are credi
I had the privilege of hearing
of more than one billion people from starvation.
rsation with him. His life story,
Dr. Borlaug speak and having an extended conve
], is in your library and well
The Man Who Fed the World [Durban House, 2006
worth your reading.
memorial service in Des
When Dr. Borlaug died in 2009, I attended his
, which he had initiated.
Moines, Iowa, the home of the World Food Prize
ucted by Floyd and Kathy
cond
ar
During the week’s events I attended a semin
a food-packaging project that
Hammer and a senior bank officer. They told of
4,000,000 meals for Africa
had brought 16,000 people together to package
rmed these numbers and
in three days. When the seminar was over, I confi

Time and
Again

E

ighth-grade history students brought
the past to life by reconstructing
ancient artifacts as part of an
assignment for Mr. Ross Rutledge ’02 and
Mr. Whit Tenant ’00, history and social
studies instructors. The projects, which
were displayed in the Lower School hall,
included this Trojan horse by Jackson
Pacheco and Buck Billings and shield by
Dylan Echlin and Nathan Dinh.
“Weapons are always popular
subjects,” Rutledge said. “We haven’t had
a year yet without a crossbow.”
Since the course covers the Neolithic
revolution to the European arrival in
America, there is a long span of history for
students to consider.
“Students get to delve into eras they
are passionate about,” he said, “and they
get to showcase the results of their effort.”

was amazed.
the founders of Outreach
In January 2010 I invited the Hammers, who are
we replicated at MUS and
Inc., to Memphis to demonstrate the process, which
efforts at the church, we
Christ United Methodist Church. In two packaging
Many in the Memphis comproduced 400,000 meals for Haiti and Zambia.
and sharing, of becoming conmunity have embraced this opportunity of giving
resolution. They have united in
nected, both with the problem of hunger and its
l and fulfilling commitment
a common goal. This work is perhaps the most joyfu
s hope to the lives of those
in which I have been involved, for the result bring
in despair.
und leadership and values
What encourages me most is the great and profo
ing out to others who are
exhibited by our youth and our community in reach
the victory over hunger will
deprived. The challenge is always before us, but
be ours.
ry and satisfying the needs
“If we invest ourselves in serving the poor and hung
darkness, and the darkness
of the oppressed, then our light will rise up in the
noonday.” Isaiah 58:10
which surrounds them will become as bright as the
Respectfully submitted,
T.W. Medlin
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2012 graduates
share a few parting thoughts
“I wish someone had told me
to try everything you can try –
clubs, groups, activities. You
don’t really know what might
interest you if you don’t try
things.” – John Grayson

“Always give your best.
Sometimes classes might seem
like they’re impossible, just
the workload, but if you study
every day and truly try, it will
get easier.” – Markus Williams

Graduation photography by Kathy Daniel Patterson

“Hang on, work hard,
and build your GPA
early. That way, if it
starts to go down a little
bit later, it’s still nice
and high.” – Jackson Darr
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What advice do you
have for underclassmen?

“Cherish all the time
you have at MUS
because it’s a special
place. Take advantage
of every opportunity that
you have.” – Garrott Graham

What has most impressed you about MUS?
“Definitely the school
standards and the respect
and humility they instilled
in all of us. That’s really
going to stay with me.”
– Nick James

“MUS has such a great
sense of family. I was
part of a great group of
friends, and I’ll miss it.”
– Mark Sorensen

“How they want everybody
to be gentlemen. It made
me mature faster, especially
the football team. It’s like a
brotherhood.” – Carlton McCord

“The honor code and ‘learning to
be true gentlemen,’ as Mr. Large
would phrase it. I’ve just come
into my own here. I used to be
really shy when I first came to
MUS, and I’ve developed a lot
since then.” – Ashish Nathani

What are your thoughts
upon graduating?
“I have mixed emotions.
I’m sad to leave so many
people, and such a great
school. I’m excited to start
something new in my life,
meet other people and
do something else for the
next four years.”
– Wil Hergenrader
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w o r ds

Mr. Fred Smith ’62, FedEx founder and CEO, returned to his
alma mater for a chapel presentation on April 13.

of

wisd o m

Seniors Lane Sally (left) and Garrott Graham (right) welcome author Ms. Ann Bausum.
Her latest book, Marching to the Mountaintop for National Geographic (2012), details the
Memphis sanitation workers’ strike of 1968 and the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Bausum spoke with several classes and at a chapel program.

B o wling f o r C ha r it y in C S O W ish B o wl

(left to right) William
Hoehn, Christian
Sanders, Van Putman,
Charlie Goodfellow,
and Jarrett Jackson

(left to right) Chima Onwuka,
Sylvester Tate, Caleb McCoy,
and Darien Bradburn
Junior Seth Carson presents his ecological research at the
Tennessee Academy of Sciences. As a grant recipient in the
Research and Engineering Apprenticeship Program, Carson
worked with Ms. Linda Miller, an instructor at Christian
Brothers University, studying the effects of heavy metal
pollution on fish in the Wolf River.

G r andpa r ents D a y B r eakfast

Eric Makapugay and his grandmother Mrs. Zenaida
Makapugay spend Grandparents Day together.
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Seventh grader Matthew Horton has breakfast with his
grandmothers, (left) Mrs. Evie Horton and
Mrs. Cecelia Westley, on Grandparents Day.

Eighth grader Henry Keel enjoys Grandparents Day
breakfast with his grandmother Mrs. Diana Bailey.

Heartbeat Helps Seventh Graders
Make Wise Choices
by Andrew Renshaw ’13

O

ver the past five years of my life, many things have

as examples of living substance-free and living up to the

changed. Since seventh grade, my classes have

standards of the Honor Code.

become much more rigorous, sports more com-

As a leader in the Heartbeat organization, I take my

petitive, and the college process more intense. However, the

responsibility of continuing this great program very seriously.

decisions I made in seventh grade about drugs, alcohol, and

I recall the Heartbeat leaders who influenced me when I was

tobacco have not changed, and they have influenced the

in seventh grade and try to espouse similar strength and

course of my time at MUS.

leadership. I want to have the same kind of positive impact.

Heartbeat, a group of juniors and seniors who pledge to

Educating students about the dangers of alcohol, drugs,

abstain from alcohol, drugs and tobacco, played an essen-

and tobacco in seventh grade is important. It is much easier

tial role in my decision to avoid using them. Each year, the

to make your decision concerning these substances before

organization hosts four pizza-lunch meetings with seventh

you are actually presented with the temptations and peer

graders to discuss the risks of using these substances. These

pressure in high school.

meetings gave me the chance to learn from students who

By helping to shape the lifestyles of many seventh

already had made the choice to abstain. They also provided

graders, I believe Heartbeat helps influence the type of men

the opportunity to develop meaningful relationships with

that they will become.

the older guys in a laid-back and fun environment.
To lead the group Mrs.
Bebe Jonakin, director of
Counseling Services, selects
juniors and seniors who are

2011-2012 Heartbeat members include (front row, left to right) Derrick Baber, Jared Ashkenaz,
Michael Green, Ross Warner, and Mark Sorensen; (second row) William Hoehn, Andrew Renshaw, Victor Cole,
Charlie Freeburg, and Joe Hoffsommer; (third row) Bennett Mercer, Hurston Reed, James Rantzow, and
Will Forsythe; (fourth row) Seth Carson, Nourse Fox, Mitchell Marino, and Ben Still. Members Daniel Camuti,
Scott Freeburg, Sam Shankman, and Sylvester Tate are not pictured.

known among their peers for
their decision to abstain and
who are willing to share their
perspective with seventh graders. All Heartbeat leaders sign
a contract pledging their abstinence from alcohol, drugs, and
tobacco and their dedication to
being good role models. This
pledge encourages the seventh
graders to look to the leaders
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Protecting Kids from Cyber-Hazards Requires Vigilance
by Mrs. Ann Laughlin, Director of Alumni and Parent Programs

“PIR …
CYE …
RUMORF …
LMIRL …
COBRAS …
BB4N.”

children, she said.
In her presentation, Ireland offered a collection
of resources and suggestions to protect young Internet
users. Some of her suggestions were common sense:
Never share passwords. Never send pictures to or meet
in person with someone met online. Never post or text
something you wouldn’t say. Never post a picture of
yourself if you wouldn’t be seen in public the same way.
She also contrasted traditional bullying with
cyber-bullying, pointing out that kids can’t escape
cyber-bullying like they can someone bothering them
at school. An online bully can be anonymous and have a
much larger audience.
Given these dangers, Ireland advised parents to
monitor children’s use of computers and all media and
to work with service providers to block harassing sites.
Teach children the realities of online communication,
including the practice by popular email hosts of
scanning and reviewing email content for advertising
and tracking purposes. Kids also should be aware that
using Bluetooth in a Wi-Fi environment can allow

With these letters, a child
just had a complete texting conversation.
Translation:
“Parent in the room. Check your email. Are you
male or female? Let’s meet in real life. Come on by right
after school. Bye-bye for now.”
Last semester, Deb Ireland, an assistant U.S.
attorney working with the Project Safe Childhood Unit,
spoke to our parents about the dangers of social media
and cyber overexposure. Statistics show an average of
50,000 predators are searching the Internet at any given
time, actively seeking children. Parental oversight of
technology use in the family is critical to the safety of

College

Corner:

Test Prep and College Tour
by Ms. Katie Parr, Associate Director of College Counseling

Test Prep

As we prepare for the beginning of the school year, it’s
time for rising juniors to start thinking about standardized testing. All juniors will take the PSAT at school
on Wednesday, October 17. This year it counts as the
National Merit Qualifying Test. If your son has done
well on the PSAT in the past but needs to improve his
score to qualify as a National Merit Scholar, you might
consider registering him for a prep course. MUS and
The Princeton Review are offering a discounted PSAT course on our campus. The
PSAT course consists of four classes that lead up to the PSAT administration in
October. Princeton Review also is offering ACT and SAT prep classes on our campus, with discounted rates for MUS students. For more information about these
courses and to register, contact the College Counseling Office.

SAT and SAT II Subject Tests at MUS

MUS will be a testing location for SAT and SAT II Subject Tests during the
2012-2013 year. Please use the testing code 43-202 when you register at
www.collegeboard.org. Space is limited. MUS is scheduled to administer the
SAT and SAT II Subject Tests on the following Saturdays:
November 3, 2012
December 1, 2012
January 26, 2013
May 4, 2013
June 1, 2013
For more information, contact the College Counseling Office.
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personal activity to be captured, and that public
Wi-Fi can allow open access to a phone number or a
password-protected web page.
The good news is most social media providers
have security measures that protect against unwanted
contact. Ireland recommends that you keep track of
your children’s passwords and closely observe what they
post and who can see it. For all the good of technology,
parents are the best filter.
Ideally, your children’s use of media should
be monitored and limited but never restricted as a
punishment, she said. They will find another way to use
it, often with a friend’s phone or a public computer.
Ultimately, children need to develop sound
judgment about responsible social media participation.
Ireland advised teaching them this simple test when
posting personal information: Would they say this to
their grandmother, to their teacher, or in public? If the
answer to any of these questions is no, then it is best
not typed.

MUS an ACT Testing Site

MUS will be an ACT testing location during the 2012-2013 testing year. Please
use the testing code 243250 when you register at www.actstudent.org. Space is
limited. MUS is scheduled to administer the ACT on the following Saturdays:
September 8, 2012
October 27, 2012
December 8, 2012
February 9, 2013
April 13, 2013
June 8, 2013.
For more information, contact the College Counseling Office.

Fall Break College Tour

For Fall Break, October 4-8, Mr. Brian K. Smith and I will be taking a group
of students to North Carolina to visit colleges. Stops include Duke University, Elon
University, High Point University, Wake Forest University, North Carolina State
University, Davidson College, and The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
These visits allow students to attend valuable information sessions, schedule
meetings with college representatives, and experience campus life at multiple
schools. The approximate cost of the trip is $1,500, but the final cost depends on
the number of participants. Registration and the $200 deposit are due by August
20, with the final payment due September 3. If you have any questions about the
trip or would like more information, contact the College Counseling Office.

College Counseling Contact: (901) 260-1332 or go to
www.musowls.org/NetCommunity/CollegeCounseling

MUS COLLEGE COUNSELING
presents the

North Carolina Tour

Explore With Us!
For MUS Fall Break, pack your bags and travel to North Carolina with Mr. Brian K. Smith and Ms. Katie
Parr. Stops include Duke University, Elon University, High Point University, Wake Forest University,
North Carolina State University, Davidson College, and The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Departing: Wednesday, October 3, 2012
Returning: Monday, October 8, 2012
Cost: $1,500* (includes airfare, hotel, transportation, dinners, and an entertainment excursion)
*Approximate cost depending on number of attendees

Sign up and pay $200 deposit by August 20, 2012. Final payment due September 3, 2012.

YES, I WANT TO SPEND MY FALL BREAK IN NORTH CAROLINA!
Student’s Name:_________________________________________

Phone:_____________________________

Parents:_________________________________________________

Phone:_____________________________

Parent’s Email:___________________________________________

$200 Deposit Enclosed
(due August 20, 2012)
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Theater Season 2012-13
2012

September 3		School Holiday: Labor Day
September 12		Parents’ Back-to-School Day Student Holiday
September 21
Homecoming
October 4-8		Fall Break
October 12		End of First Quarter
October 15		Second Quarter Begins
October 17		PSAT/NMSQT for Grades 10 and 11
		PLAN for Grade 9
October 25		Fall Musical Begins: Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson
October 28		Open House
November 5		Student Holiday: TAIS Conference in Memphis
November 21-23
School Holiday: Thanksgiving Break
December 12		End of Second Quarter (1/2 Day)
December 13-19		Semester Exams
December 20
School Holiday: Christmas Break Begins

2013

January 3
Second Semester Begins
January 21
School Holiday: Martin Luther King, Jr., Day
February 7		Theater Production Begins: NeoVox: Reloaded
February 18		School Holiday: Winter Break
March 7 		End of Third Quarter
March 8-15		School Holiday: Spring Break
March 18		Fourth Quarter Begins
March 29
School Holiday: Good Friday
May 6-10
Senior Exams
May 6-17		AP Exams
May 15		End of Fourth Quarter (1/2 Day)
May 19
Baccalaureate and Graduation
May 20		School Holiday: Hutchison/St. Mary’s Graduation
May 24
Last Day of School (1/2 Day)
May 27		Memorial Day – Administrative Offices Closed

Bloody Bloody
Andrew Jackson

October 25, 27, 28, 29

NeoVox: Reloaded
February 7, 9, 11

