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Exploring Europe,
Images of Man

The group looked to Dante’s Inferno,
selected works of Petrarch, Mirandola’s “Oration
on the Dignity of Man,” Machiavelli’s The Prince,
Shakespeare’s Othello, selected dramatic monologues of Robert Browning, Eliot’s “The Love Song
of J. Alfred Prufrock,” Hemingway’s A Farewell to
Arms, and a historical novel, Prince of Foxes, set in
Chase Schoelkopf was unprepared for
1501-1502.
what he saw when he walked into St. Mark’s
“These time periods – the Renaissance and
Basilica in Venice, Italy.
the early 1900s – were tumultuous times, yet they
“The lights were turned on, which is supwere productive as far as focusing on those images
posedly a very rare occurrence,” Schoelkopf said.
of man, what the role of man was, and what the
“They illuminated this amazing gold mosaic
true character of man was,” Perkins said. “We hope
ceiling, which was the most marvelous
the cultural expressions that we saw through the
spectacle I’ve ever seen.”
art, literature, and architecture made an impresSchoelkopf was one of 20 students who
sion on the students so they could see that man
took part in the 2010 MUS in Europe: Visions
has both been
of Man –
capable of a great
Renaissance
amount of creation
and Modernism
and accomplishtrip. The group
ment and also
spent time at
destruction.”
La Giraudière,
The experiDr. Reginald
ence certainly
Dalle’s family
made an impreshome in the
sion on Cale
Loire Valley in
Carson.
France, before
“The trip
traveling to
afforded us the
Paris, where
opportunity
they spent
to see other
several days.
cultures, which
Next, the group
differed so much
ventured to
Chase Schoelkopf, Jack Klug, Aaron Wolf, Jeff Daniel,
from ours, but
Italy, where
Witt Meloni, and Kyle Anderson
we also got to see how
they visited Florence,
similar we are in other ways,” Carson said. “For
Venice, and Stresa.
example, we can be separated from other people
The purpose of the trip was to discuss the
by time and by an ocean, but something as simple
“image of man that emerged from two crucial
as treating your fellow man with compassion and
times when Western civilization seemed to
kindness knows no bounds. Strangers were kind
shift: the Renaissance and the early 20th century
to us, and we witnessed people helping others
– the rise of modernism,” said Mr. Lin Askew,
out, just like they do back home.”
who, along with Mr. Doug Perkins and Mr. Bill
Part of the MUS in Europe experience is the
Taylor, accompanied students.
opportunity to try new things. When the group
The lessons were not lost on the group.
arrived in Guerande, an old town in France close
“As a result of the MUS in Europe course, I
to the Atlantic Ocean, they explored the market
now see how much the visions of man throughwhere locals were selling different types of
out the centuries have changed,” said Richard
food. Jack Klug intended to purchase
Twardzik. “The vision that Renaissance Florence
n,
cheese for the group, but, as a
had differs much from the modernist vision of
ati ams
L
, e
result of language difficulties,
man. And our current vision of man will probably
ing nis T itles !
c
n
he wound up with butter.
not be the same as the vision in 200 years.”
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This school year marks our
55th year at 6191 Park and our 116th

year since the original MUS opened its doors
in Memphis. Over the years some things have
changed; some have not. Some things must
change. Some must not.
We have welcomed many changes since the
1960s. With the help of alumni, parents, trustees,
and friends, we have transformed our facilities.
Our student body has grown in number and in
diversity. We offer many more sports. We now
have excellent specialty staffs in admissions,
college counseling, development, and communications. Teachers and students make extensive use
of technology. Because I believe strongly that a
school, like any institution, is either getting better
or getting worse, because it never stays the same,
because we are committed to excellence, we
have to improve every year and that necessitates
change, the right kind of change.
But we have resisted change in those characteristics and those virtues that must never change,
the qualities that define the MUS Experience—
our Honor Code, a tough-minded liberal arts
curriculum, teachers who know what they teach
and know boys, insistence on student service and
leadership, an ability to laugh at ourselves from
time to time and not take ourselves too seriously,
peer pressure that discourages slovenly work and
motivates everyone’s best, and an environment
that builds lifetime friendships. We will always
value academic literacy and decent character,
and we will always do our best to encourage and
enhance wit and character in our students.
We value common sense and our own long
tradition of experiences in determining what to
change and what to save in making a great school.
And we value greatly comments from alumni
about how we are doing, as they assess the
experiences they had at MUS that prepared
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them for college and for life. In late September,
David Sacks, who graduated from MUS in
1990, traveled from his home in San Francisco
back to Memphis to accept the Alumni
Executive Board’s Alumnus of the Year award.
While a student here, he edited The Owl
yearbook, managed the tennis team, participated in the YMCA Government Club programs, and served as a student photographer.
He went on to graduate from Stanford with a
B.A. in economics and then earned a J.D. at
the University of Chicago Law School. David
helped create PayPal in 1999, which a few
years later sold for $1.5 billion to eBay. He
owns Room 9 Entertainment and a few years
ago, created two website companies, Geni.com
and Yammer.com.
He was generous to speak to our students
and faculty in chapel, and I found many of his
remarks about MUS encouraging. He said,
in part,
“No one ever improved on the instruction
I received at MUS … the fundamentals of math,
English, science, and history that are taught here.
“The school not only gave me the academic
skills but also the leadership skills necessary to
manage creative enterprises later on. I encourage
each of you to have a career in something you
feel passionate about. You have to be the best
at it, differentiating yourself, or you’ll get lost in
the competition.
“The Honor System here is one of the most
valuable aspects of MUS. Your reputation is like
your business partner. It is speaking about you,
even when you are asleep. You want to work
with reliable, ethical people and you don’t want
to work with people who shade the truth.”
David’s remarks, for me, reinforce the
wisdom of what we do here and endorse your
decision to entrust us with your sons. We will
always work to be the kind of people and the
kind of school that you can support and trust
to change when appropriate or remain
constant when best.
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“I couldn’t understand the vendor,” Klug said. “Eventually, I successfully bought
some cheese, but it ended up being goat cheese, which nobody wanted, so I was
stuck with a bag of goat cheese and butter for the day.”

Mr. Doug Perkins, Cale Carson, Aditya Biswas, Richard Twardzik, Billy Simco, Michael Galligher, Hunter
McLendon, Aaron Wolf, James Akers, Witt Meloni, Kyle Anderson, Max Sheppard, Jack Klug, Chase
Schoelkopf, Elliott Collins, Sam Cox, Jeff Daniel, William Reed, Joseph Levy, Conor Miller, Howard Choi, and
Mr. Lin Askew visited the Chapel of Saint-Hubert at the castle of Amboise, where Leonardo da Vinci is buried.

Degrees of Discipline
Senior Scooter Taylor has spent the last year working
toward his goal of becoming a fourth-degree black belt in taekwondo, and he’ll have two more years of training and studying before he’s able to see if all of his hard work has paid off.
Scooter Taylor in a taekwondo tournament
    “There are nine black-belt degrees in taekwondo,” Taylor
said. “I’m currently a third degree, and it takes three years to get from the third to the
fourth degree, where you become an expert. At nine, you’re a grand master.”
    Taekwondo, a traditional Korean martial art, emphasizes discipline as well as the technical
aspects of fighting, specifically using one’s hands and feet in a powerful way.
    “The term ‘taekwondo’ is made up of the Korean words for foot, fist, and discipline, so it
literally means to smash something with your foot or hand,” Taylor explained.
    The Power Rangers cartoons initially inspired a 9-year-old Taylor to try to smash boards
and bricks in taekwondo classes. His parents enrolled him in classes at Taekwondo
University as a birthday present, where he still trains today with instructor and owner
Master Terry Brumley. Taylor’s growth in the sport was so fast that he began teaching
others five years later at the age of 14 when he achieved his first-degree black belt rank. He
continues to teach classes there several times a week, all while balancing his school work
and his role as Student Council president.
     “I love teaching, especially when I see a small kid who cannot sit still for five minutes
grow into a more disciplined individual with self-control and self-confidence,” Taylor
said. “Seeing my students develop inspires me to continue teaching and working hard to
improve my own skills.”
    One of Taylor’s students came into the program because his parents wanted to improve
his self confidence, but he refused to participate in classes. Taylor struggled to find ways to
get the student involved.
    “Since this student was five, I started playing some taekwondo-oriented games with him
to try and get him involved in the class,” Taylor said. “Next, the challenge was to get him to
run with the class, and he slowly became more comfortable. It took a lot of patience on my
part to get him to participate, but the results were well worth it. Now, he is a lively student
– a red belt who is breaking boards.”

Owlcolades
MUS Storms National
Latin Competition
When students
attend the National Latin
Convention, they expect
to encounter thousands
of Latin enthusiasts
from all over the country
competing in areas from
Roman history to Roman
Mason Soun and Nicholas Rouse
literature. What they
don’t expect is a tornado, which is exactly what greeted
senior Mason Soun and junior Nicholas Rouse on the
first night of the 2010 National Latin Convention held at
North Dakota State University in Fargo, ND. And just like the
tornado that blew through Fargo, Soun blasted through
the competition, winning first place in the nation on the
abbreviations, mottoes, and phrases test.
“A win at nationals is a result of two things – the
brilliance of the MUS Latin faculty and a little extra studying on my part,” Soun said. “I already had the materials and
some knowledge of Latin phrases from my many years in
Latin classes. I just had to learn a few more phrases,
mottoes, and abbreviations to win the first prize.”
Soun studied for the test during his summer break
because he said he believes the test is the most important of
the academic testing since it covers a broad range of Latin topics.
“Now I know the difference between i.e. (id est) which
stands for “that is” and e.g. (exempli gratia) which means
“for example,” he said.
Rouse also left his mark on the convention, coming in
eighth overall in Roman history, but he was more focused
on the experience of being with crowds of people who are
dedicated to learning the classics.
“Latin is a rich and deep language that is very
rewarding to study,” he said.
This was the second consecutive year that Soun and
Rouse were MUS’s representatives at the convention, and
their commitment to classics has not been overlooked by their
instructors.
“Mason and Nicholas are two of our most dedicated
Latin students, and the fact that they were willing to sacrifice part of their summer vacation to attend an academic
competition in a desolate place like North Dakota certainly
proves that,” said Mr. Ryan Sellers, MUS Latin instructor and
Tennessee Junior Classical League state co-chairman for the
third consecutive year.
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AP Test Results: Something to Hoot About
by Miss Allie Eiland

O

wls have always been associated with studious scholars

for students to study a specific subject in great depth while

and wisdom, according to Western folklore, and this year

developing strong study habits necessary for completing

the MUS mascot couldn’t be a better fit for the school.
The College Board recently finished evaluating the 2010
Advanced Placement (AP) examinations and the
results are in: MUS has some smart
Owls. Of the 287 exams
taken by 150 MUS
students, 96 percent received a

The College Board aims to introduce students to the
high level of learning that they will need to transition from high school to college
by emphasizing thoughtprovoking classroom
discussion and
clear critical

score of three

writing skills.

or higher.

MUS offers 19

The
exams are
scored on a scale
of one to five, with
five being the
highest score. At MUS, 47 percent
(136 exams) of the students scored a five. Along with

AP courses
in many subjects to students
every year. For 2010,
students took exams in the
disciplines of Art History, Biology,
Calculus AB, Calculus BC, Chemistry, English Language

nearly half of the exams receiving the highest possible score,

and Composition, English Literature and Composition,

30 percent of the students (86 exams) scored a four and 18

European History, Latin: Vergil, Physics B, Physics C: Electricity

percent (53 exams) scored a three.

and Magnetism, Physics C: Mechanics, Spanish Language,

AP courses are designed to simulate the content and rigor
of a college-level course. High scores on an AP test in high
school may make the courses eligible for college credit at
many universities, offering students a head start on their
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these and future courses.

Statistics, U.S. Government and Politics, and U.S. History.
This year, all six of the Physics C: Electricity and
Magnetism students scored a five on their AP tests.
The Calculus BC students also pulled a perfect record

college career allowing them to bypass some introductory

with all 23 students receiving a score of five on their exams.

college courses. These AP courses also provide the opportunity

Mr. Wayne Mullins conducts a wave demonstration for his AP Physics class with
Constantine Cui, Matt Montsinger, Kevin Szymkowicz, Mason Soun, Daniel Garrett,
William Cross, Drew Thibado, and Aditya Biswas.
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SLAM Counselors
Take Lessons to Heart
by Miss Lilly Rice

When freshman Seamus Fitzhenry signed up to
be a SLAM counselor, he knew he would be educating
campers in various subjects. What he didn’t know, however,
was what he would learn about himself along the way.
“The campers taught me many lessons, especially
about the importance of hard work,” he said. “At first,
I saw several of the fifth and sixth graders struggling on
SLAM counselors spent six weeks this summer working with campers from local schools.
(front row) Edward Francis, Blake Hennessey, Matt Montsinger, Charlie Goodfellow,
their spelling quizzes. Eventually, though, I saw a lot of
(middle row) Frederick Scharff, Scooter Taylor, DJ Walker, Alex Dale, Aaron Noble, Sylvester Tate,
them skip dodge ball and go study and work on their
Will Whitley, (back row) Arbre Jones, Daniel Cunningham, Anthony Hodges, Kenny Johnson
homework.”
As the campers began to pass their spelling tests, Fitzhenry also
learned a lesson about hard work from one student in particular.
to spend part of the summer but also one that influenced
“This student was making very low grades on his spelling
his decision to later attend MUS. Because he had attended
quizzes, so I asked Mr. Peters if I could come in early to tutor him
SLAM, he was already familiar with the MUS campus and
in the mornings,” Fitzhenry said.
community.
With a “yes” from Mr. Peters, Fitzhenry was at SLAM the next
“Starting school at MUS was a pretty easy transition,”
morning at 7:15 to tutor the student.
he said. “At camp I developed relationships with teachers
“When the next spelling test came around, the student made a
that I would later have in the Lower School.”
very high grade,” Fitzhenry said. “It was very rewarding to see him
Across the board, it seems that SLAM counselors most
succeed.”
enjoy spending time with the campers and sharing meaningThis summer’s SLAM camp taught all of the counselors, not
ful experiences with them.
just Fitzhenry, to expand their understanding of the word “teacher.”
“It is really rewarding to talk to kids about their school
Junior Edward Francis, who first attended SLAM as a
work, sports, or what they like to do,” Goodfellow said.
camper in the eighth grade, also admired the dedication,
For Francis, the most enjoyable moment of the camp
compassion, and enthusiasm of the campers.
came on the last day, when the campers came up to all of the
“Every year I come back to SLAM only to catch myself
counselors and asked them to sign their SLAM T-shirts.
listening and learning from the campers much more than I actually
“As I signed them, it struck me that these guys really
teach them,” he said. “Even though I am in a leadership role, I learn
looked up to us and wanted to remember us,” Francis said.
countless lessons that will surely help later in life.”
Other SLAM counselors this year included alumni Kyle
Francis wasn’t the only counselor this year who had once been
Anthony ’10, Daryan Barnes ’10, Gab Oigbokie ’10,
a SLAM camper. Sophomore Charlie Goodfellow attended
Jake Rudolph ’10, Wilson Waller ’10, and Matt
SLAM before entering the fifth grade.
Williams ’10; senior Terrence Cole; juniors Chris
“I went to SLAM because my good friend told me about it, so
Eddings and Carlton McCord; sophomore Jarrett
I decided to go with him,” he said.
Jackson; and freshmen Travis Floyd, Tal Keel, Dennis
Goodfellow’s experience at SLAM was not only a great way
Parnell, and Will Prater.

Mac Treadwell Presented Plaque
Seventh grader Mac Treadwell (front row,
center) is presented a plaque from his father,
Carey Treadwell (back row, center) to celebrate
the family’s history with MUS. Mac’s great-great
grandfather and great-great uncle attended
MUS in 1911-1912. Assisting with the presentation
were (left to right) Mr. Clay Smythe,
Ms. Peggy Williamson, Dr. John Harkins,
and Mr. Ellis Haguewood.
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National Merit Scholarship Semifinalists
S

by M i s s Allie Eiland

even MUS seniors have been named
semifinalists in the 2011 National

Merit Scholarship competition and have
achieved some of the highest scores in
the state of Tennessee.
Forrest Baty, Howard Choi, Clint

Montgomery, Chase Schoelkopf, Carson
Smith, Mason Soun, and J.P. Wheeler
have been recognized as semifinalists in
this competition.
“Our school is extremely proud of
what these seven students have accomplished,” said Upper School Principal Barry
Ray. “This recognition by the National Merit
Corporation reflects their hard work in their

(front row) Carson Smith, Forrest Baty, Mason Soun, and Clint Montgomery
(back row) Chase Schoelkopf, J.P. Wheeler, and Howard Choi

academic endeavors and their dedication
toward doing their best in all they do. We wish them success
as they move through the scholarship competition.”
Of some 50,000 students who qualify for recognition,

indicates exceptional performance on the standardized

these students belong to a choice group of 16,000 semifinal-

test as well as excellent overall scholarship. Of the 1.5

ists across the country who will compete for college schol-

million entrants, approximately 50,000 students qualify

arships from the National Merit Scholarship Corporation.

to compete. Only one-third of these students are named

These seven students will compete for $2,500 scholarships

semifinalists.

awarded through the program that will go toward their
college education.
Since 1955, the National Merit Scholarship Program

“We are extremely pleased to have a number of
students recognized again this year as National Merit
Semifinalists,” said Academic Dean Richard C. Broer. “It is

has recognized and awarded scholarships to high school

a source of great pride to our students and to our faculty,

students across the country based on their performance on

who work hard every day to challenge their students to

the Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying

do their best in everything they undertake. The recogni-

Test (PSAT/NMSQT.)

tion these boys receive is a testimony to the dedication of

The PSAT/NMSQT evaluates students by testing them
in the areas of critical reading, mathematics, and writing.
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Being named a semifinalist in the scholarship competition

Inside MUS
N ove m b e r 2 0 1 0

MUS teachers and students to academic excellence, which
is a central point of the school’s mission.”

Summer of 2010

Summer in Antigua, Guatemala
by Miss Lilly Rice

“I am very interested in Spanish and love speaking the language,”
As a result of spending three weeks in Antigua, Guatemala, senior Matt
Montsinger said. “My main goal for the trip was to become more fluent in Spanish
Montsinger has a new outlook on life.
while also learning and experiencing a different culture.”
“While I had always heard that so much of the world lives in poverty,
I really hadn’t had any first-hand exposure to the impoverished world until
Montsinger accomplished these goals and then some.
On their trip, the group visited Lake Panajachel,
visiting Guatemala this summer,” Montsinger said.
a lake surrounded by three volcanoes, Lake Atitlan,
Shocked by how many Guatemalans live in
which Montsinger described as having crystal-clear
little huts and travel on dirt and cobblestone roads,
water, and the Guatemalan Disney World. They also
Montsinger encountered the realities of a Third World
country while participating in the MUS in Guatemala
visited a variety of historical sites around Antigua.
program.
In addition to exposing students to the
“But during the trip I noticed that the
Guatemalan culture, the main goal of the trip,
Guatemalans were happy and went on living their lives
according to Mr. Hernández, is for students to put
as if there was no poverty,” Montsinger said. “This realskills learned in class into practice and to speak the
ization helped me understand that life isn’t necessarily
language with the Guatemalan people.
Seniors Quay Stallworth and John Hudson enjoyed some of the
indigenous
Guatemalan
wildlife.
about material possessions; it’s about the choices you
During the trip, students received one-on-one
make, and living honestly. As long as you are happy, possessions become
instruction from a Guatemalan teacher. Also, various afternoon and evening
less important.”
activities helped students develop and practice their language-speaking skills.
Mr. José Hernández, Spanish instructor and director of MUS in Guatemala, said
Other students who attended the 2010 MUS in Guatemala trip included
his students also developed an appreciation for nature’s beauty while on the trip.
seniors John Dicken, David Hernández, John Hudson, Wilson Luttrell,
He recalls sitting with students and watching the lava flow down from one
Nathan Prosser, and Quay Stallworth; juniors Nathan Feler and Sadler
of the volcanoes that they could see from the roof of their house.
McLendon; and alumni Andrew Gardella ’10, Jon Kastan ’10, Patrick
“My favorite parts of the trip were engaging with students in conversations
Massey ’10, and Parker Wilson ’10.
about being in a new place and seeing the students’ expressions of awe at the
And for those of you already thinking about next year’s trip, Montsinger
sight of the volcano,” Hernández said. “We got to know each other a lot better
encourages younger students to participate.
during those beautiful moments.”
“Anyone who is remotely interested in learning Spanish should go on
Montsinger said he is definitely glad he jumped at the chance to go on the
the trip,” he said. “Señor Hernández is a great teacher and guide while in his
MUS in Guatemala trip and, as a result, experienced moments such as those Mr.
native country.”
Hernández described.

(standing, from left) Guatemalan Mirna Ara,
Nathan Prosser, Patrick Massey, David Hernández,
Matt Montsinger, Nathan Feler, John Dicken,
Quay Stallworth, John Hudson, Wilson Luttrell
(sitting, from left) Mr. José Hernández
and Mr. Jeremy Cupp (photo by Mr. Cupp)

“My favorite…(was) seeing the students’
expressions of awe at the sight of the
volcano,” said Mr. José Hernández.
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Super Owl Summer
Seventh Grade:
Edward Apple traveled to Wales with Outward Bound,
where he camped in remote, beautiful locations and
participated in a variety of outdoor adventures with
young men from all over the world.
Max Murray played competitive baseball for the
Memphis Tigers 12s Green Team.

Eighth Grade:
Austin Darr discovered his love for kayaking on the
Mayan Riviera in Akumal, Mexico.
Christopher Davis went on a Caribbean cruise where
he went scuba diving for the first time. He also studied
underwater robotics in Petersburg, VA, at Virginia State
University, visited Busch Gardens, and attended Christian
camp in Golden, MO.
Andrew Elsakr traveled to Egypt before embarking on
a Yellow Sea cruise, which took him to China, Japan, and
South Korea.
Robby Matthews mentored children at the Emmanuel
Center in downtown Memphis through his church.

Richard Ouyang was selected to attend a summer camp
in China sponsored by the Chinese government. He toured
many of China’s famous attractions, including the 2010
Shanghai World Expo.
Zach Walker went on a hiking trip in the Grand Canyon
and Sedona, AZ.

Freshmen:
Will Ansbro, James Bedwell, Cal Edge, Drew Evans,
Sullivan Ford, and Doug McClew traveled to Italy
with others who attended Grace-St. Luke’s.
Doug McClew earned his first degree black belt in karate
and attended the Harley-Davidson North Carolina State
Rally with his grandparents.

Sophomores:
Warren Ball went on a pilgrimage to Greece with friends.
James Belina took a logic course at the University of
Memphis.
Charles Bettendorf mentored children at the Emmanuel
Center in downtown Memphis through his church.
He also traveled for three weeks in the United Kingdom
visiting friends and family.
Tucker Brock spent three weeks hiking and rock
climbing in the Sierra Nevada mountain range. Facing
extreme temperatures and heavy packs, he was rewarded
with the beautiful scenery.

Richard Ouyang

Zach Walker
Christopher Davis
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Summer of 2010

Alex Taylor spent his summer in the South Pacific with
People to People, an organization that focuses on understanding and exchanging ideas with the international
community of youth. He visited indigenous people in
the Fiji Islands, New Zealand, and Australia where he
learned their ways of life, aided in a rainforest restoration
project, went scuba diving in the Great Barrier Reef, and
surfed in the Coral Sea.

Lane Carrick spent three weeks in Wyoming in a wilderness adventure program. In addition to backpacking,
hiking, and kayaking in the Teton, Yellowstone, and
Bridger National Forest areas, he climbed to the summit
of the Grand Teton (13,770 feet).
William Hoehn attended the Engineering 101 program
at Vanderbilt University’s Summer Academy. Through
the application-only program, Hoehn spent three weeks
learning what it is like to be an engineering student at a
top research university.

Jesse Wilcox performed at several venues over the
summer including Hard Rock Cafe on Beale Street, at a
Habitat for Humanity fundraiser at Ardent Studios, and
at the Generation Next concert at the Levitt Shell. Jesse
has also been in the recording studio finishing up The
Doorknobs’ debut album of original songs titled “Push
Me Down” to be released this fall.

Tripp Mattis visited Belize where he went scuba diving
and spent time with his grandfather. He also attended
the Leadership in Training program in Jackson, MS, for
the second year in a row.

Jake Woodman traveled to Costa Rica where he
completed many community service projects, taught
English, and brushed up on his Spanish.

Stone McSpadden went on a mission trip to Haiti.
Josh Patterson mentored children at the Emmanuel
Center in downtown Memphis through his church.
Andrew Renshaw traveled to Ensenada, Mexico, on a
mission trip where he built homes for locals.
Fort Robinson spent his summer in Peru helping to
improve YMCA facilities and other community spaces.
While there, he toured Machu Picchu and learned a lot
about Peruvian culture and crafts.
Jake Rudesill traveled with the M33M Elite basketball
team to places like Duke and UNC.

Jake Woodman

Fort Robinson (center) with two YMCA friends
Stone McSpadden

Tripp Mattis
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Summer of 2010

Juniors:

Seniors:

Charles Belina took a philosophy course at Stanford in
July through the Education Program for Gifted Youth. He
also took a course in microbiology at the University of
Memphis.

Mac Armour, Philip Overton, and Nathan Prosser
traveled to New Orleans on a mission trip with Grace
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church. Along with five other GSL
youth volunteers, they spent a week repairing and
painting homes damaged by hurricanes Katrina and Rita,
planting seedlings to help restore the wetlands, tutoring
preschool children, building playground equipment, and
enjoying the sights, sounds, and tastes of New Orleans.

David Brandon, Patrick Holt, Nate Utkov, and Tate
Yawn went on a pilgrimage to Greece.
Townes Buford was pushed to his limits at the Navy Seal
Wrestling Camp at the Naval Academy in Annapolis, MD.
Jackson Darr attended the American Politics and Public
Affairs program at Georgetown University and worked
for a local gubernatorial candidate.
Joe Hoffsommer attended a month-long engineering
program at Ole Miss. He took two advanced classes as
he lived in the dorm. One class was a basic engineering
class where he learned a broad range of material across
the four fields of engineering. The other course was a
class on AutoCAD, software used to design and model
engineering concepts. He made great friends and got to
experience a slice of college life.

MUS in Guatemala

Daniel Garrett attended Summer College for High
School Students at the University of Mississippi on a
full scholarship where he experienced a true college
atmosphere while receiving six hours of college credit.
Clifton Jordan played in the Danny Thomas Pro-Am
golf tournament with professional golfer Loren Roberts.
Andrew Kennedy worked as a cook at The Docksider
seafood restaurant in Northeast Harbor, ME.
Hunter McLendon participated in the University of
Tennessee Health Science Summer Institute for two
weeks.
Billy Simco and Hunter McLendon received grants
from the Department of Defense for genetic research
at Christian Brothers University. They will present their
findings to the Tennessee Science Academy in April.

Spanish Immersion Program
June 4-25, 2011
Mr. José Hernández

In order to participate, a student must have
completed Spanish II. For more information, contact
Mr. José Hernández at jose.hernandez@musowls.org.

MUS in Iceland
2011

Clifton Jordan

MUS in Italy & France
2012

MUS in Spain
2013

For more information, contact Mr. Bill Taylor at
bill.taylor@musowls.org.
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Jesse Wilcox

Summer of 2010

A South African Summer Study

S

ixteen years after the end of apartheid, the rebuilding
“Juxtaposed with this glaring misery were the uplifting
of South Africa continues with the teaching of free
songs performed by the local children,” he said. “I hope to be
market principles in the classroom, as MUS instructor
able to inspire my students to be as enthusiastic about their
Mr. John Knaff III witnessed firsthand on a recent tour.
opportunities as are the learners in South Africa.”
Knaff visited South Africa as part of a study tour with
Tour members also spoke with local teachers in
the Council for Economic Education. The CEE is
question and answer sessions, where Knaff
deeply involved in training teachers in South
learned about their concerns and frustrations. Not
Africa as well as in Indonesia and former Eastern
surprisingly, class size and lack of resources were
bloc countries. The study tour enabled educators
at the forefront.
to experience contemporary South African culture
“Whether it is the large classes, the lack
and observe actual classrooms.
of pens, paper, and desks, or the scarcity of
While spending most of his time in classongoing professional development, the typical
rooms, Knaff said he came away encouraged by
South African teacher works under austere
the curriculum. He said he observed an emphacircumstances,” Knaff said.
sis on self-reliance and education, as well as the
In spite of these obstacles, these teachers
Mr. John Knaff III
teaching of entrepreneurship and the illustration
have made praiseworthy achievements, especially
of market-based principles.
the active, learner-centered model of instruction
“We all know that without a successful education
used in the classrooms.
system, a country is doomed to mediocrity at best,” he said.
“I witnessed several examples of teacher/learner
“But these students appeared very bright and enthusiastic
interaction with periods of instruction involving questions
and perhaps will be the key to moving the country forward,
and answers – one step closer to true learner analysis and
despite its long list of challenges.”
the questioning of concepts,” he said.
One of those challenges is the high level of inefficient
Knaff returned to MUS with a wealth of new instructional
bureaucracy within South Africa’s centralized educational
material and ideas provided by both fellow tour members
system, which is currently responsible for a massive nation
and local teachers.
of 11 official languages and nine provinces.
“I have a renewed focus to delve into the numerous
“My experience has led me to believe that decentrallesson plans developed by the CEE, as well as to investigate
ized delivery and control would be a more effective and
a virtual economics CD, a teaching resource shared with
efficient method,” Knaff said.
me on the trip,” Knaff said. “I also witnessed and will copy a
In preparation for the trip, Knaff read Nelson Mandela’s
very useful demonstration of specialization in an effort to
autobiography, Long Walk to Freedom, and later visited the
improve output and productivity.”
Apartheid Museum, which reinforced the struggles that
Knaff described his study tour as a successful
occurred along the way to freedom for all South Africans.
collaboration in idea sharing and academic discovery
“The museum was fascinating, and we needed more
with South African educators.
time,” Knaff said. A tour of Kliptown and Soweto illustrated
“We all strive to engage our students to be good
the life of present-day South Africa’s poor. Knaff described
stewards of scarce resources, to actively participate in a
what he saw on this portion of the tour as a perfect
market-based economy, and to embrace the benefits of
example of the country’s present-day contrasts.
global trade. I felt right at home in the classroom,” Knaff said.
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Football Camp
Quay Stallworth and Jordan
Keesee, along with other camp

Sports Buzz

counselors, helped campers during
summer sports camp.

2010-11 Varsity
Basketball Schedule
Nov. 16

SBEC at MUS		

7:30 p.m.

Nov. 19

Collierville at MUS		

7:30 p.m.

Nov. 23

FCA at MUS			

7:30 p.m.

Nov. 26-27 Turkey Shootout at MUS

7:30 p.m.

Nov. 30

Tipton-Rosemark at MUS

7:30 p.m.

Dec. 3

Harding at MUS		

7:30 p.m.

Dec. 7

MHEA at MUS		

7:30 p.m.

Dec. 10

Arlington at MUS		

7:30 p.m.

Dec. 20-22 Harding Invitational at Harding

TBD

Dec. 27-29 Holiday Tournament at Carbondale, IL

TBD

Jan. 7

St. Benedict at MUS		

7:30 p.m.

Jan. 8

Houston at Houston		

7:30 p.m.

Jan. 11

ECS at ECS		

7:30 p.m.

Jan. 14

CBHS at CBHS		

7:30 p.m.

Jan. 18

Bolton at Bolton		

7:30 p.m.

Jan. 21

Briarcrest at MUS		

7:30 p.m.

Jan. 28

St. Benedict at St. Benedict

7:30 p.m.

Feb. 1

FACS at MUS		

7:30 p.m.

Feb. 4

CBHS at MUS		

7:30 p.m.

Feb. 8

St. George’s at St. George’s

7:30 p.m.

Feb. 11

Briarcrest at Briarcrest		

7:30 p.m.

Feb. 14-17 Regional Tournament at Briarcrest

TBD

Feb. 19-26 Sub-State Games		

TBD

Mar. 4-5

12
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TBD

Owls Host Memphis
Summer Classic

T

he premier summer high-school basketball attraction in West Tennessee
took place at Memphis University School in late July for the 11th straight
year as 25 of the top teams in the area participated in the three-day Memphis
Summer Classic.
The event was held in conjunction with the Memphis and Shelby County
Officials Association training camp.
Each school played at least six games over three days for a total of 72
games. Only Craigmont and Dyer County went through the event undefeated.
Other teams participating were city schools Douglass, East, Hillcrest, Kirby,
Melrose, Overton, Southwind, Whitehaven, and White Station; county schools
Arlington, Bolton, Collierville, Germantown, and Millington; West Tennessee
schools Covington and Liberty Technology Magnet School; and private schools
Bishop Byrne, CBHS, ECS, Harding, St. George’s, West Tennessee Christian,
and host MUS.
The Owls gained valuable experience as they won two games in the event.
Defeating Covington and Millington, MUS played very well at times and the
coaching staff is looking forward to the upcoming season.
Directed by MUS coaches Mr. Jerry Peters and Mr. Matt Bakke, the
classic continues to be successful.
“The event has been great for high school basketball in the area as it brings
together city, county, private, and area schools which normally would not play
during the season. The purpose of the classic is for team improvement, and we
feel as if the participants are accomplishing that goal. But, perhaps the most
impressive aspect of the three days is how well the teams and coaches conduct
themselves,” Coach Bakke said.

Did you know? You may obtain sports pictures from Jerry Gallik (our
sports photographer). Check out his website: www.musowls.photoreflect.com

Sports Buzz

BRIDGES
In what became the traditional season opener for
the MUS varsity football team, Coach Bobby Alston and
the Owls began their year with the tenth and final Aim
Charity/BRIDGES Kickoff Classic.
And just as MUS has done in the last seven BRIDGES
contests, the Owls started their season with a victory
this year as they defeated the Millington Trojans, 28-7,
at CBHS.
BRIDGES Inc., a nonprofit group that provides
experiences to motivate youths and adults to fight racism
and poverty, began sponsoring this event in 2001 as
it sought to match public
and private schools in nontraditional football games.
But the Classic was
much more than just
football games. Through
social events and service
opportunities, players
and coaches spent time
together and learned about
each other. This year, players
participated in “Community
Junior Toby Baker
Day” the Saturday before
the games, and MUS seniors represented the school.
As part of Community Day, players from the four
participating schools helped with service work such as
cleaning up trash and helping elderly and low-income
people by weatherproofing and renovating homes and
building wheelchair ramps. Wearing their jerseys, the
players worked together to improve homes in the North
Memphis and Binghamton communities.
The following Thursday, all four teams participated in
the tailgate dinner, hosted at the BRIDGES Center
in downtown Memphis. The players again had the
opportunity to get to know members of the other teams
as they continued to build camaraderie. The keynote
speaker for the event was best-selling author Don Yaeger,
author of Under the Tarnished Dome, Ya Gotta Believe, and
It’s Not About the Truth.
MUS and CBHS were the only two schools that participated in all ten Classics. Coach Alston said he feels
the experiences afforded by BRIDGES for MUS players
were valuable, as they learned about how others around
Memphis lived and their own role in the Shelby County
community.
Alston said he looked forward to the BRIDGES game
each year, not only because of the quality competition,

but also because of the
experiences.
“It is hard to believe
that this marked the
tenth anniversary of the
BRIDGES Kickoff Classic,”
he said. “It has been
our privilege at MUS
to have participated in
Senior Forrest Baty
every one of them. From
the Community Day to the
team dinner with Don Yaeger as speaker, to
the games, themselves, this event shows us what can be
accomplished when we put our best foot forward and
everyone pulls together.”
The Owls culminated the 2010 BRIDGES week with their
game against the Trojans. MUS came out prepared and held
a 21-0 lead at the half as the team executed well.
In the second half, MUS continued to play well and won
their seventh consecutive Kickoff Classic handily, 28-7.
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(left to right) Daniel McLeod, Zachary Olsen, Van Putman, Jerry B. Martin,
Lee Marshall, Richard Hoffsommer, Jonathan Kim, Clifton Jordan

Regional Win at Baylor Preview
The MUS varsity golf team started their 2010 season in
grand style as they dominated their competition on the way
to a 21-stroke victory at the Chattanooga Baylor Preview.
Sophomore Zachary Olsen, 2008 state individual
champion, was the medalist of the tournament, shooting
69, 68 (-7) over the two-day event to win by six strokes.
Other Owls competing were seniors Clifton Jordan and
Jerry B. Martin, junior Daniel McLeod, and eighth-grader
Hays Moreland.
Coach Cliff Frisby and his team controlled the links
throughout the tournament at the Black Creek Course,
winning handily over runner-up Ensworth School and
third-place Baylor School.
The Owls hope to build on this momentum as they have
positioned themselves as a favorite in the Division II-AA
championship race.

Lower School Golf
Led by Coach Trey Suddarth, the Lower School golf
team continued the program’s tradition of excellence as they
completed a very good 2010 season. The team was broken
into two squads, the A
and B teams, and both
played well.
The A-team – made
up of eighth-graders Hal
Boyd, Will Farnsworth,
Proctor Ford, and Ross
(left to right) Ross Redmont, Patton Orr,
Redmont, and seventhParker Sexton, and Will Farnsworth
graders Patton Orr and
Parker Sexton – won two of their three regular-season
matches as they defeated St. George’s and ECS and lost
only to Briarcrest.
The B-team – comprised of eighth-graders Scottie Dill
and Jim Waggoner, and seventh-graders Sam Bartz, Forest
Colerick, Tucker Colerick, and John Hamilton – also did well
in the regular season as they won all four of their matches,
defeating Briarcrest, Tipton-Rosemark, FACS, and Woodland.
In the Shelby-League postseason tournament, held
September 20-21 at Windyke, the Owls played well and challenged for the championship. Though both teams came up
just short, finishing second in both the A-tournament and
B-tournament, the young men represented the school well.
14
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Football homecoming 2010
The “roller coaster” week of Homecoming was filled with alumni-attended classes and the always-entertaining
Pep Rally of wacky costumes, cheerleaders, music, “snappy rahs,” and faculty impersonations. The week
culminated with the crowning of Homecoming queen and a smashing victory over East High School.

Pep Rally
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Summer Campus Improvements

Campus News

• New audio/visual system in Hyde Chapel
• Wireless overhead projectors in ten additional classrooms
and in dining hall

• Renovation of a faculty house on campus
• Resurfacing of Todd-Snowden Gym floor
• A new welcome desk, student art display, and a video
production lab in Hyde Library

• New carpeting in Lower School
• Digital scoreboard

New and Enhanced College-Preparatory Courses
by Miss Allie Eiland

F

our new courses were announced this academic year, as well as some
changes to existing ones.
The English Department added a new Honors English 12 Senior
Seminar, Literature of the African Diaspora, available in the second semester.
“This course introduces students to authors who have impacted the
rebirth period surrounding the Harlem Renaissance,” said Mr. Brian K.
Smith, director of College Counseling and instructor in English. “We cover
poetry, short stories, and writings by and about Africans. Writers James
Baldwin, Amiri Baraka, Charles Chestnutt, and Ernest Gaines are just a few
of the writers explored.”
The newly renamed courses, Facing History Through Literature and
The Monomyth in Literature taught by Mr. Spencer Reese, empower
students to see the world through the eyes of writers from diverse backgrounds. These courses also study the social factors influencing literature
across the globe.
The addition of Honors History of the American South, taught by Mr.
Jonathan Large, provides seniors the opportunity to explore the deep roots
of the South. With a focus on writing and critical thinking, this course is
16
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aimed at broadening students’ academic skills as well as creating awareness
of socio-cultural influences in U.S. Southern history.
The new Origins of Language course, taught by Ms. Keturah Kiehl, will
examine Greek and Latin in the context of modern English. This new class
is designed to enhance seventh graders’ English skills, better prepare them
for standardized college entrance exams, and expand their knowledge of
vocabulary and etymologies.
Another new course is Honors Introduction to Computer Science with
Java Emphasis. According to the instructor, Mr. Jonathan Saunders, this
course teaches a Java platform and prepares the students for college courses.
“Our course focuses on the fundamentals of object-oriented
programming with lots of hands-on time, writing code,” he said. “It will
give them an excellent head-start on their college programming classes.”
AP Physics C is now two, full-year courses taught by Mr. Wayne
Mullins. Mechanics introduces students to physics concepts, and Electricity
and Magnetism allows students to extend these concepts using
high-level calculus, both excellent preparations for the Advanced
Placement tests at the end of the year.

Campus News

the Shire
Beyond —
The West Midlands of England, including Shropshire, may
have inspired the rolling green vistas of the Shire in Tolkien’s
The Lord of the Rings. And just like the hobbit heroes of that
legendary tale, Peter Gill has begun a great journey and has
found his own ring of fellowship.
Gill, an exchange student, arrived in Memphis August 9 to
be greeted by MUS seniors Taylor Bates, Blake Caummisar,
James Davies, Blake Hennessy, David Hernández, Max
Sheppard, and Kevin Szymkowicz, as well as some of his
hosts, Beth and Stan Caummisar, MUS exchange student chairs,
Connie and Tom Scott, and Dorrie and Bert Szymkowicz.
While attending the book sale August 10, Gill met most of
the seniors and ate lunch with a group of them. From his first
day on campus, Gill said he felt welcome and was certain he’d
already made friends.
Although Gill is a long way from his home “shire,” he said he
isn’t particularly homesick.
“I don’t mind being away from home, as I am used to it,” he
said. “I have been at boarding schools for a long time.”
Gill graduated from the Shrewsbury School, a boarding
school in Shrewsbury, England. Like Alasdair Smith last year,
Gill has completed his high school requirements and has come
to the United States to experience the culture, especially
the South, and
decide on a
college major.
He’ll return to
England and
begin university a
year from now.
Being away
from home and
making new
friends has been
no challenge to an
experienced traveler
like Gill, but that’s
not to say the trip

Exchange student Peter Gill

was without its challenges.
For instance, Shropshire temperatures seldom exceed
82 degrees Fahrenheit. And although there’s no comparison
between late summer in the mid-South and the fires of Mordor,
the humid and oppressive Memphis heat still managed to stun
MUS’s new guest.
“Having left a cold and rainy England, the heat was a real
shock to me,” Gill said.
Yet, within a few weeks, he had acclimated to the extreme
temperatures, although he said he is looking forward to cooler
practice weather, as he hopes to play soccer for MUS. He has
played “football” since he was three and recently played for his
school in England, where he acquired a taste for competition
and self-discipline, as well as an appreciation for team spirit
and trust.
“I am really looking forward to
this year, and I am sure I will have a
lot of fun,” Gill said. From welcoming parties, host families, and new
friends, Gill has already experienced
some of the fellowship and spirit
of MUS.
“The road goes ever on,” and
he’s ready for whatever adventure
the year has in store.
While Gill is attending classes at
MUS, he will be living with host families of senior students from four to
nine weeks at a time. If your family
would like to host him in your home
or invite him for family outings,
college visits, sporting events, or
vacations, please contact Beth
Caummisar at (901) 486-9955.

Peter’s welcoming committee meets him at the airport.
The boys pictured are (front row) Taylor Bates, Max Sheppard, Kevin Szymkowicz,
(back row) James Davies, Peter Gill, Blake Hennessy, Blake Caummisar, and David Hernández.
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Campus News
W elcome n ew T eachers
Four new teachers were welcomed to the Memphis University School family this year. Each
brings an interesting background and set of qualifications to the gifted and multi-faceted faculty.
Mr. Robert W. Fudge is the new technical director of the theater. He has a B.F.A. in theater
design and technical production and a B.A. in German from the University of Memphis.
Fudge has designed lighting for the university, Playhouse on the Square, and the Memphis
Chamber Opera. At the university, he won a 2009 Mertz Award for excellence in sound design,
and he was an Ostrander Award nominee for sound design in a university production.
He is a certified wilderness first-responder and has remained active in the Boy Scouts
locally, and he has worked during his summers for the last five years at Philmont Scout Ranch
in New Mexico.
Fudge teaches theater
production classes, oversees theater
technical support, such as lighting,
sound, staging and set production.
Ms. Elizabeth “Lizzie” Gill
teaches eighth-grade Physical
Science. She graduated from
St. Mary’s Episcopal School in 2003
and from the University of the South
with a B.S. degree in biochemistry
in 2007. At Sewanee, she received
Mr. Robert Fudge, Ms. Leigh Packard, Ms. Lizzie Gill, and Ms. Keturah Kiehl
the Presidential Scholarship, won
the Pearigen Award for commitment to community and academics, and was on the varsity
equestrian team.
She tutored students in math, science, ACT, and SAT, and worked for Dynasplint Systems,
Inc., before joining MUS.
An experienced equestrian, with a gift for team roping, Gill was Rope America champion
in 2004, served as a member of the U.S. Team Roping Championship, and earned the title of Miss
Rodeo Tennessee in 2008. She and her brothers, Brown ’98 and York ’00, who are MUS alumni,
grew up playing polo with their father before becoming cowboys and learning to team rope and
compete in rodeo competitions all over the United States.
While at St. Mary’s, Gill was president of the student council and lettered in volleyball,
basketball, track, and swimming. She has been coaching volleyball at St. Mary’s for the past year.
Gill said she loves science and wants to get her students excited about science, too.
Ms. Keturah J. Kiehl teaches Latin I and all the sections of the new seventh grade etymology
class. Kiehl, who graduated summa cum laude, holds a B.A. in classical studies from Hillsdale
College and an M.A. in classical languages from the University of Missouri, where she was a
teaching assistant.
In 2006, she spent her summer at the American Academy at Rome, and this summer she
studied at the American School of Classical Studies in Athens.
Kiehl is a runner, having completed four half marathons and two marathons, as well as
many other road races. She is currently training for the St. Jude Marathon with the goal of
trimming her time down to 4:15 or less. She has coached middle-school cross country for
Hutchison and Briarcrest.
Ms. Leigh B. Packard graduated magna cum laude with a bachelor’s degree from the
University of Tennessee. She teaches accelerated geometry classes.
During her career, she’s taught every grade, with the exception of first. Packard has spent
the last two decades teaching math at Houston High School, has served as a Mu Alpha Theta
sponsor, and has accompanied students on trips to Europe for 13 years.
Her geometry students consistently scored well in the annual Tennessee Mathematics
Teachers Association competition, with 30 top-ten division places in the last five years.
Her students’ performance exemplifies Packard’s life-long dedication to teaching, although
friends and family will tell you Packard’s primary dedication has always been to the job of “mom.”
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James Davies signs the honor book with (clockwise)
Thornton Brooksbank, Jordan Samuel, and Samuel Ostrow.

The Art of Production

Production class with Mr. Fudge, Constantine Cui,
and Carson Smith

Carson House consults
designs and measurements
before returning to the power
saw in the theater shop.

Wyatt Whicker is caught on
camera as he moves a wall
panel to the stage.

Campus News

CSO Carnival & Blood Drive
The Civic Service Organization kicked off Charity Week, introducing the many volunteer opportunities available.
The week began with an ice cream party for the Ronald McDonald House on Monday and included a carnival on
Friday. The CSO collected 22 pints of blood, prepared 250 lunches for the homeless, and began the many projects
that at the end of the school year will result in hundreds of hours of service and thousands of dollars in funds raised.

Sam Moore and Frederick Scharff
enjoy the CSO carnival.

Jackson Loeb and Will Whitley
work at the slide.

Jared Ashkenaz enjoys an
ice cream sundae at the
Make-A-Wish booth.

Edward Good
gives blood for
a good cause.

Britt Colcolough
gets ready to
donate blood.

Mr. Clifft is “all wet” in this picture,
but for a very good reason. He
volunteered for the dunking tank to
raise CSO funds. While there, he also
unintentionally donated blood.
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Parents’ Back-to-School Day

Mr. Frank and Mrs. Theresa Stone, 2009-10 chairs,
were honored during the general assembly.

Mrs. Susan Plunkett, Mr. Darryl Jackson, and
Mrs. Laurita Jackson

Mrs. Ashley McClure, Mrs. Ivy Hayes,
and Mrs. Lauranne Wyatt

Dr. Fidel Makapugay and Mrs. Jade Tang

Mr. Drew Renshaw, Mrs. Joanie Renshaw, and Mrs. Jennifer Abston

Mr. Elliott Dent speaks to parents during Back-to-School Day.

Creating Mad Scientists,
MUS Summer Camp

Mark Sorenson experiments at Science Camp.

20
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To the fanciful mind, the words “science experiment” conjure
images of laser beams, high-powered contraptions, secret formulas,
and perhaps, mad scientists. MUS’s summer Science Camp resembled this vision, as seventh- and eighth-grade campers experimented
with lasers, rockets, and even the stars.
“In one camp, students were taught how to collect data and
determine the wavelengths of two laser sources. Using these diffraction gratings, teams competed to find the wavelengths of specific lines in the spectrum of each element,” explained Mr. Wayne
Mullins, science instructor. “Much to my astonishment, the campers’
data was some of the best I’ve ever seen. The students then used
these techniques to determine the chemical composition of stars.”
Mullins has every right to be astonished. The Organization
for Economic Cooperation and Development recently conducted

Campus News

August 12. On that opening Convocation Day, 150 new students

W

delight in knowing that, in

joined us as MUS Owls.

some cases, their son was

from public or charter schools, 39 percent are from independent or parochial

research and find MUS on

schools, and three percent come from a home school.

the Internet, a school that before that point

hat an exciting day it was for all of us here at MUS on Thursday,

These fine young men come to us from 36 schools. Fifty eight percent are

We welcome 104 new students from 19 schools to our seventh grade

For other families, we

Admissions Update
by Mrs. Peggy Williamson, Director of Admissions

the one to do the initial

was not a familiar name. For some families, friends

as the proud new members of the MUS Class of 2016. The Lower School also

encouraged them to look at MUS. All of our families –

is home to 16 new eighth grade students from 12 schools, including one in

both ones with a long association and ones with a new

Bahrain. The next largest entry point after seventh grade is in ninth grade

association – bring a real passion for finding a school

where we have 22 new students from 12 schools.

that will provide both academic excellence and moral leadership.

There are also eight new students in 10th through 12th grades. Again we

You are each part of the MUS story, and we greatly value what you offer

have an English Speaking Union student as a gap year student who hails from

our school. As a homework assignment, I encourage you to think about the

the Shrewsbury School in Shropshire. Alums of the Shrewsbury School, which

people you know who might be interested in having a son, a grandson, a

was founded in 1552, include Charles Darwin and Sir Philip Sidney.

nephew, a friend, or a neighbor attend MUS. Have them call Mrs. Ginny

Numbers tell only one part of the story, though. With each new student
admitted to MUS, we recognize the many talents, experiences, and gifts rep-

Cochran, our Admissions administrative assistant, at (901) 260-1304 to receive
an information packet and to make an appointment for a half-day visit.

resented. Among these newcomers will be excellent students, accomplished

Our priority admissions deadline for 2011-2012 is December 10, 2010.

athletes, amazing artists, fine musicians and actors, servant leaders, dedicated

Completed applications received by then will definitely be evaluated in the

workers, and strong believers in what MUS represents.

initial review by our admissions committee. The work of that committee begins

Families come to MUS with many stories to share. Some have long records
of involvement with our school. For example, we have a new seventh grader
whose matriculation this fall represents the 100th anniversary of the first time

in January and will be completed by mid-February when we notify applicants of
the decision of the admissions committee.
We look forward to identifying our newest Owls for 2011-2012. Get busy

his family became involved in MUS. We also have 19 new students with older

on your homework and be a part of the search to send prospective students our

brothers at MUS, and 31 new Owls who are sons of alumni.

way. Thank you for your support.

a comparison of 57 educational systems, including the United
States, in which the United States was rated as “below-average”
in science competencies.*
MUS summer camps, among many other benefits, pique a
boy’s curiosity early in his educational career, thus increasing the
potential he’ll pursue advanced science classes and score well in
competency testing.
“Camps help new students become comfortable with MUS.
Most importantly, camps give the faculty a unique
opportunity to get to know younger students, in order to keep
them engaged in science throughout their MUS career,” said
Dr. Michael Schwartz, chair of the Science Department.
Let this be a warning to the general public. Relationships,
as well as experiments, will continue to turn MUS summer
campers into “mad scientists” for years to come.

Patrick Murphy and Jalen Friendly pause for the paparazzi before returning to the stars.

*Reference: National Science Teachers Association, Organization for
Economic Cooperation and Development
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For new students at MUS, August 9th
marked the date that the new Owls learned
to fly solo. On this day, the Class of 2016
embarked on a journey to Camp Bear Track
in Arkansas where they participated in the
eighth annual MUS tradition of Owl Camp.
While the newest MUS class had to “rough it,” the mission of
Owl Camp is beyond retreating into the wilderness for a few days.
The students participate in group bonding games and activities to
forge new friendships that immediately require trust, teamwork,
and an open mind. They also had to think outside of the box and
come up with creative solutions to challenges. One of the most
rewarding activities this year required the class to be hoisted over a
wooden wall one at a time. The entire group had to work together
and come up with a plan to get every single classmate through the
challenge safely and efficiently.
Because new students come from many schools and backgrounds, Owl Camp gives the new classmates a perfect, no-pressure
place to get to know each other. There wasn’t much downtime at
Owl Camp, but during the less physically-demanding moments, the
students enjoyed playing trivia games and learning about their new
school and each other.

Owl Campers
soar to
new heights
(left to right) Two seventh grade tree Owls,
Robert Hammons and Bedon Lancaster

Joshua Benton

Matthew Davidoff

Working at the Car Wash!
It was 99 degrees the day that
the MUS cheerleaders and Student
Council held their car wash.

“It was really hot, but we raised $550
and after a hard day’s work, we
cooled off at Blake Hennessey’s pool,”
said Henry Dickinson.

Henry Dickinson

Andrew Miller
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Campus News

Hyde Highlights: Turning 40
by Mrs. Bonnie Barnes

The Joseph R. Hyde, Jr. Library Learning Center will
reach its 40th anniversary in the spring of 2011. We plan
to replace original carpet, aging furniture and shelves, and
obsolete lighting by the end of the summer of 2011 and will
celebrate the improvements with an open house. A new
welcome desk, a student art display, and a video production
lab have already been added to the building in the phased
renovation project.
The building was designed in 1969 for a student
population of 430, which has now grown to 658. It was built
in 1970, along with the Hull Lower School, and dedicated
in 1971. Mrs. Pallie Hamilton, the school’s first professional
librarian, and two assistants staffed the library. In 1971:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mr. Ellis Haguewood had been teaching at MUS for
two years.
Mr. Bob Loeb ’73 was completing the 10th grade
at MUS.
Mr. Darin Clifft had not yet been born.
The library contained 7,500 books.
The Honda Accord, Nike shoes, and Pong (Atari’s
first video game) were not yet on the market.
The first Apple computer was five years away.
The first word processor (a Wang 1200) was invented.
China was closed, Richard Nixon was president,
and the U.S. was at war in Vietnam.
The yellow and black smiley face became popular
nationwide.
Columbo came to television.

•
•

People were reading and talking about Future
Shock by Alvin Toffler.
Boys, 18 years of age, could be drafted into military
service, and all 18-year-olds were granted the right
to vote through a constitutional amendment.*

Despite cultural changes over the past 40 years, most
people still think of a library as a place to house books,
according to a study done by a major library network. Books
are important, and so are their counterparts, such as films,
newspapers, music – whether presented in physical or digital
form. The Hyde Library is important not just as a place to
store books, but also as a learning center – a place for boys
to study, read, meet, work, and produce results.
The library is a learning center because of the students
who learn there every day – in groups, one-on-one, via the
website, via e-mail. The library staff members do their best
to teach and facilitate research, study, critical thinking,
problem solving, media production, writing, and reading.
Our facility is important, and we are thrilled that we are
improving the functionality, comfort, and appearance of the
building. Yet, we believe the long-standing commitment of
MUS to the collection, the programs, and the staff, who
make the library useful, are what really make the Joseph R.
Hyde, Jr. Library Learning Center great. As Antoine de
Saint-Exupéry said in The Little Prince, “What is essential
is invisible to the eye.”

*Cultural facts found in Pop Culture Universe, an ABC-CLIO database; MUS facts found in yearbooks and The Century Book by Dr. John E. Harkins (2003).

The Class of 2011
began their senior year
with a breakfast at
John Edwards’ house.
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Campus News

Dr. Tony Campolo reminded boys that “Sunday’s
comin’” during the Rogers Leadership Forum.

Ethan Schaffer and his grandfather, Mr. Jack Schaffer,
at the Grandfathers’ Breakfast

Mr. Ellis Haguewood and visiting student, Leon Costa
of France, exchanged gifts in chapel.

The seventh-grade field trip
included museum and cotton field
tours in Tunica and a Mississippi
riverboat ride.

The Tennessee Society of Professional Engineers, represented
by Mr. Tim Herndon, presented Mr. Loyal Murphy with a
plaque for coaching the Tennessee MathCounts team.

Mrs. Connie Scott and Ms. Daphne Cole
at the Senior Mothers’ Coffee held at
the headmaster’s home
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Mrs. Melinda Flurry-Wayt and
Mrs. Anne Billings at the New Mothers’
Coffee held at the headmaster’s home

A guardian owl
and Swep Wallace
enjoy a soda on the
riverboat.
Mr. Price Edwards ’05 inspired boys in
chapel as he challenged them to consider
working for Teach For America.

Reece O’Keefe and his mother,
Mrs. Julia O’Keefe

Bilal Siddiq and his mother,
Mrs. Shameela Siddiq

Insights

F rom t h e K emmo n s W i l so n Leaders h i p D e v e l opme n t & C o u n se l i n g C e n ter

Lower School Q & A
by Mrs. Catherine Schuhmacher, Lower School Counselor
Over the summer, my
minister preached a series
titled, “Questions from the
Floor.” I found these practical
lessons to be helpful, and I
realized that we all have questions, although we
don’t always ask them. Most of the questions
parents ask me focus on academics and developmentally appropriate behavior. In this article, I
will address a few of the most common ones.
Question: My son said he’s struggling in one
of his classes. Should I get him a tutor?
Answer: Always instruct your son to go
to his teacher for help first. If your son says he
doesn’t feel comfortable going to the teacher, or
that he isn’t “getting it” from the teacher, contact
me (Lower School) or Mrs. Jonakin (Upper
School). Of course, you should feel comfortable
contacting the teacher, as well. Many times a
student isn’t completing his homework or is not
doing the daily readings, but, instead of telling
his parents, he says the class is too hard and he
needs help. In all cases, the teacher and counselor
should be contacted before a tutor is considered.
Question: How can I avoid nagging my son
to get organized, study, and do his homework?

College

Corner:

Answer: There is no single answer to this
question. Each adolescent is different. Some
are more motivated than others. In all areas
of parenting, the goal is for your son to gain
independence and become self-reliant. He may
need continued nudging until he gets the hang
of it, or more importantly, until he understands
what happens when he doesn’t take care of his
responsibilities. Eventually, these young men
mature and realize what they have to do to
accomplish their goals. Just keep in mind that
everyone is on a different timeline; therefore,
don’t compare your son to other boys. As he
matures, the need for your prodding will lessen.
One helpful tool is a schedule. Sit with
your son and look at his actual free time. It may
be 20 minutes between afternoon activities, an
hour before practice, or 50 minutes during the
school day. Once that is determined, help him
set up a study plan that works. The key word
here is “help.” Don’t do the schedule for him
because, if he doesn’t buy into it, it is unlikely
that you’ll get the desired results. Having a plan
specifies actual tasks to complete and, when it
is followed, life is better for all. There will be less
stress and less cramming. We find that students

waste a lot of time that could be quite valuable.
Question: What happened to my sweet little boy?
Answer: Is he answering all of your questions
with one word answers? Does he seem much more
interested in his friends than in you? He is growing up and seeking his own independence. Part
of becoming independent is separating from one’s
parents. When such efforts are combined with the
natural growth process taking place within his body,
along with the demands of academics, athletics, club
meetings, religious activities, and social activities,
he may be testy at times. Be clear with expectations
about your son’s behavior and tone. He may have a
rough day, but he should still respect you as an adult
and parent. Remember, the guys are going to push
the envelope as far as possible in terms of behavior,
but when their boundaries and the consequences are
clear, there are no questions. When boundaries or
consequences are unclear, your son will likely test
you even more.
I hope this format has been helpful to you;
however, if you have additional questions regarding
your specific situation, please feel free to contact us.
We are here for the express purpose of helping these
young men be successful at Memphis University
School.

College Advice for Students

by Ms. Katherine Broer Parr, Assistant Director of College Counseling

Throughout the fall, seniors worked
diligently on their college applications. Now
it’s time for them to have a little break and
wait for the college decisions. Seniors should
continue to keep their grades up even if
they’ve already been accepted somewhere!
Please let the College Counseling Office
know if your son is accepted, deferred, or
denied at any school, as well as any
scholarship offers he receives.
For any family interested in need-based
financial aid and/or the Tennessee Hope
Scholarship, you must fill out the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student
Aid). The application will be available in January at www.fafsa.ed.gov. Some
private schools also require that you fill out the CSS/Profile to be considered for
financial aid. This form is available at https://profileonline.collegeboard.com.
While it’s beneficial for parents and students in all grades to be thinking
about college, junior year is the time to get serious. For juniors, the college
application process is just beginning! Junior year is very important when it
comes to college admissions. Now is the time for your son to begin thinking
seriously about what he wants in a college and which college will be the best fit
for him. If possible, begin researching colleges and planning visits, maybe over
spring break. Use Naviance Family Connection to help with your research and to
create a tentative college application list.

All juniors must take both the SAT Reasoning Test and the ACT with writing at
least once during the junior year. Take the SAT Reasoning Test in January. You’ll need
to sign up at www.collegeboard.com by Dec. 23. Also, take the ACT with writing in
February. This website is www.act.org and the deadline is January 7. If your son has
a conflict with either one of these dates, there is an SAT in March and an ACT in April.
After your son has taken each test once, we will be able to determine which test he
should take again and whether he would benefit from tutoring.
Juniors are required to complete the Junior Survey on Family Connection before
they meet individually with their college counselor. This is a valuable resource that
allows us to get to know your son better as an individual and gives us great information
to use when suggesting colleges and writing recommendations.
We are planning a spring break trip to Texas and New Orleans. We will be visiting Austin College, Baylor University, Rice University, Southern Methodist University,
Southwestern University, Texas Christian University, University of Texas, and Tulane
University. All high school students are encouraged to join us on this trip. The deadline
to sign up is Jan. 3. Final payment for the trip is due Feb. 4. It will be a great trip and a
wonderful opportunity for your son to visit a variety of schools. More information may
be obtained from our College Counseling page on the musowls.org website.
Parents are always encouraged to call or e-mail the College Counseling Office.
We’ll be glad to help with any questions that you have. Our next Morning Joe College
Chat will be on Monday, Nov. 29, from 8:00 to 9:00 a.m. in Mr. Brian K. Smith’s office.
Please join us if you have any questions or concerns about the college application
process. Contact Mrs. Marge Roosa at (901) 260-1332 or marge.roosa@musowls.org
in order to reserve your place.
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Parents’ Association

Defining the Work of:

Community
by Linda and Louie Sheppard

Community – a word that often

Seniors marked the beginning of the

comes to mind when we think about MUS

end of high school with a class breakfast

and a word we hope will define the work of

before Convocation, at the home of twelfth

the MUS Parents’ Association this year. We

grade representatives, Mary and Jimmy

are a community of parents, and families,

Edwards. Other grade representatives for

bound together by a common purpose: to

this year are Avery and Frederick Dale,

work together for the benefit of the MUS

eleventh grade; Cindy and Bob Hoehn ’76,

faculty, students, and families.

Linda and Louie Sheppard

The Parents’ Association volunteer

ninth grade; Alice and Jeff Wright, eighth

efforts and membership dues support many of the extracurricular

grade; and Tracy and Rocky Anthony, seventh grade. All have

activities and educational programs that make MUS the

planned and coordinated grade-specific gatherings for parents.

special school that it is. From early this summer, members were

These coffees, lunches, and other informal gatherings are

very busy planning.

wonderful opportunities to get to know one another and share

Nada and Scott Fountain, membership chairs, began the
year with a very successful membership drive – recruiting

information. Each grade also continued an MUS tradition of
hosting an evening party for parents.

volunteers who then recruited Parents’ Association members

Kristi and Keith Collins, communication and parent

at the books sales for each grade. Beth and Stan Caummisar,

education chairs, were excited to introduce the Lower School

exchange student chairs, and several families welcomed this

Dad’s Coffee, a new opportunity for dads to meet periodically

year’s foreign exchange student Peter Gill, to our school

to get acquainted. Grandparents’ chairs, Leigh Ann and

and into their homes. Sports coordinators, Karen and Larry

Phil Stevenson, planned gatherings for grandparents of our

Klawinski and Lauren and Myron Boswell, and enthusiastic

Lower School students that began with the Lower School

volunteers ordered, sorted, and sold record-breaking amounts

Grandfathers’ Breakfast on October 1.

of “MUS blue” sportswear and spirit items. Hospitality

In the area of fundraising, Cynthia and Mike Cross,

chairs, Chalmers and Steve Valentine, and a host of volunteers

fundraising chairs, worked closely with the Development Office

expressed appreciation and welcomed faculty, staff, and their

while phonathon chairs, Jackie and Tyler Shawkey, enlisted the

families to a new school year, on behalf of all MUS parents,

help of an army of parent volunteers and staged the very

with a Mexican fiesta featuring a Mexican-themed Dining

important Parent Phonathon in October. The Phonathon

Hall, delicious food, a piñata, and face-painting for the children.

benefits the MUS Annual Fund, which finances approximately

Upper School hospitality chairs, Claudia and Tom
Twardzik, and Lower School hospitality chairs, Nancy and
Lowell Hays, welcomed faculty and staff back to school
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tenth grade; Beth and Kimbrough Taylor ’84,

25 percent of the cost to educate each MUS student, in
addition to many other worthwhile projects at MUS.
Also in October, Jennifer and Paul Edwards ’79,

with special snacks and treats. They helped Peggy and Ellis

admissions chairs, helped Peggy Williamson, director of

Haguewood as they continued their wonderful tradition of

admissions, with the Admissions Open House where volunteer

welcoming mothers who are new to MUS and mothers of

parents welcomed hundreds of prospective families as they

seniors at two separate coffees in their home.

toured MUS. Arts coordinators, Terri and Jeff Jarratt, and their
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Parents’ Association
Parents’ Association Board of Directors
2010 - 2011
volunteer committee prepared to sell tickets for this year’s theater
productions and to continue the tradition of providing dinner and
refreshments for the casts and crews during rehearsals and
performances. Meanwhile, Tonja and David Reid (secretary) and
Susan and Mark Weaver (treasurer) kept the many administrative
affairs of the Parents’ Association in order.
The list of volunteer opportunities will certainly grow as the year
progresses. If you have ever wondered how you might become more
involved at MUS, this is the time. It is not too late to join the Parents’
Association. We have big plans for the 2010-11 school year, and we
want you to be part of it all. We would love to have 100 percent
parental participation, so please join us and get involved. If you have
any questions, or if you would like to volunteer, please contact
membership chairs, Nada and Scott Fountain, at (901) 374-0979;
Claire Farmer, director of Alumni and Parent Programs, at
(901) 260-1356; Linda and Louie Sheppard at (901) 756-0041; or
any member of the Parents’ Association board of directors.

Chairmen: Linda and Louie Sheppard
Secretary: Tonja and David Reid
Treasurer: Susan and Mark Weaver
Membership: Nada and Scott Fountain
Communication/Parent Education: Kristi and Keith Collins
Sports Coordinator: Karen and Larry Klawinski and Lauren
and Myron Boswell
Arts Coordinator: Terri and Jeff Jarratt
Grandparents: Leigh Ann and Phil Stevenson
Exchange Student: Beth and Stan Caummisar
Fundraising: Cynthia and Mike Cross
Phonathon: Jackie and Tyler Shawkey
Admissions: Jennifer and Paul Edwards ’79
Hospitality: Chalmers and Steve Valentine
Upper School Hospitality: Claudia and Tom Twardzik
Lower School Hospitality: Nancy and Lowell Hays
Senior Class Rep: Mary and Jimmy Edwards
Junior Class Rep: Avery and Frederick Dale
Sophomore Class Rep: Cindy and Bob Hoehn ’76
Freshman Class Rep: Beth and Kimbrough Taylor ’84
Eighth-Grade Class Rep: Alice and Jeff Wright
Seventh-Grade Class Rep: Tracy and Rocky Anthony

Thank you to all Parents’ Association members and volunteers
for your commitment to MUS. We are so excited about this year.

The Parents’ Association 2010-2011
(first row) Stan Caummisar, Terri Jarratt, Beth Caummisar, Jackie Shawkey,
Claudia Twardzick, Leigh Ann Stephenson, Alice Wright, Mary Edwards, Tracy Anthony,
Lauren Boswell, Tonja Reid, Karen Klawinski, Jennifer Edwards, and Paul Edwards
(second row) Jeff Jarratt, Tyler Shawkey, Kristi Collins, Cynthia Cross,
Cindy Hoehn, Linda Sheppard, Nancy Hays, Beth Taylor, Steve Valentine,
Chalmers Valentine (third row) Keith Collins, Avery Dale, Frederick Dale,
Louie Sheppard, Lowell Hays, Kimbrough Taylor, Nada Fountain, and Scott Fountain
Board members not pictured: Rocky Anthony, Myron Boswell, Mike Cross, Jimmy
Edwards, Bob Hoehn, Larry Klawinski, David Reid, Phil Stevenson, Tom Twardzik,
Mark Weaver, Susan Weaver, and Jeff Wright
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Alive at 25 Parent Program
Football TSSAA Playoffs – Semifinals
Gobble Gala
School Holiday
Varsity Basketball: Turkey Shootout
Parents’ Morning Joe College Chat

December

2
Football TSSAA Playoffs State Championship
9
Winter Choral Concert Featuring Beg To Differ
10	End of 2nd Quarter
13-17 Semester Exams
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Last Day of 1st Semester
20
Winter Break Begins
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Memphis University School

2nd Semester Begins
Junior Class Meeting with Mr. Smith and Ms. Parr
8th Grade Parents’ Meeting, “High School Program”
Wish Bowl Charity Bowling
Lower School Dance
School Holiday
Basketball Homecoming
Parents’ Meeting Joe College Chat
Bowling State Championship
Shelby Co. Swimming Championship

* For a complete listing of all MUS events, please visit www.musowls.org
and go to our online calendar.

Find us on

The Winter
Choral Concert
Featuring the
Studio Band
& Beg To Differ
December 9, 2010
7:30 p.m.
Hyde Chapel
free admission

