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Seniors Daniel Garrett, Alex Jarratt,  
Kevin Szymkowicz, and Mason Soun were  
recognized this fall in the Cellular South 
Academic All-Stars program. The program runs 
weekly from August through April and is open 
to students from every high school in DeSoto, 
Fayette, Shelby, Tate, and Tipton counties. 
Weekly winners are chosen based on academic 
performance, leadership, and service. These 
winners will attend a final awards luncheon in 
May, where ten overall winners, one for each  
discipline, will be recognized.

Daniel Garrett:  Mathematics
Garrett was a 2009 UT 

Pro2Serve Math Contest 
award and scholarship winner 
for placing in the top ten out 
of approximately 600 partici-

pants. He was also inducted into the Mu Alpha 
Theta National High School Mathematics Honor 
Society and the National Spanish Honor Society. 
Garrett is an Eagle Scout with bronze and gold 
palms, awarded after the completion of addi-
tional requirements above and beyond what is 
mandatory. Garrett is interested in pursuing a 
career in physics research.

Alex Jarratt:  Speech  
& Drama

At a National Youth 
Leadership Forum in 
Washington, DC, Jarratt was 
selected to play the president 

in a security crisis simulation. He led his council 
to successfully avert the crisis. He is a member 
of Cum Laude Society, National Honor Society, 
National History Honor Society, National Latin 
Honor Society, and Quill and Scroll (journalism 
honor society). An indispensable member of the 
theater program, Jarratt will be seen next as Long 
John Silver in Treasure Island this April. 

Kevin Szymkowicz:  English  
& Literature

Szymkowicz has been 
previously recognized with 
the Sewanee Book Award for 
Excellence in Writing; a Davis-

Kidd award for poetry; and an award from the 
National Council of Teachers of English for superior  
writing within a body of work. He also is a Junior 
Classical League National Latin exam four-year 
gold medalist, a National Merit Commended 
Student, and a member of the National Honor 
Society, National Latin Honor Society, Cum Laude 
Society, Societas Caritatis (MUS’s service honor 
society), Mu Alpha Theta (math honor society), 
and Quill and Scroll (journalism honor society). 

Mason Soun: General 
Scholarship

Soun was the first MUS  
student honored this school year 
in the All-Stars competition. He 
is a National Merit Semifinalist, 

an AP Scholar, and an accomplished pianist. Soun 
is taking a course load filled with AP classes this 
year and has previously earned perfect scores on 
seven AP exams including U.S. History, European 
History, Physics C: Mechanics, Calculus BC,  
Chemistry, English Language and 
Composition, and Latin: Vergil. 

The STarS  
of fall
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The Fundamentals
During the holidays, I watched quite a few 

college football and basketball games. In one of 
the basketball games, I noticed two distinctly 
different types of teams. One was highly athlet-
ic and obviously talented. The other was highly 
skilled and disciplined. The first team made 
quite a few mistakes and turned the ball over 
frequently. The second team made few mistakes 
and had almost no turn-overs. The second team 
was a real pleasure to watch as they ran their 
offense with precision and had no problems 
handling the more athletically talented team. 

As I listened to the commentators talk 
about how fundamentally sound the winning 
team was, it took me to my past as a player and 
coach in a variety of sports. Regardless of the 
complexity of the offensive or defensive scheme 
we used, every coach I had played for or 
coached with had stressed the need to work on 
fundamentals. Legendary MUS football coach 
Jake Rudolph preached this on a daily basis. 
Every practice began with a review of the  
various fundamentals that players needed to 
master in order to do their job at game time. 
There were always the standard drills: blocking, 
tackling, passing, and catching. I know Coach 
Jerry Peters well enough to be certain that  
drills on fundamentals are a part of basket-
ball practice each day throughout the season. 
Dribbling, passing, free throw shooting form, 
and defensive stance are basics to MUS bas-
ketball practice. Mastering the fundamentals  
of any sport requires the athlete’s dedication  
to practice and drilling skills on a daily basis.  
I personally saw MUS basketball great Jim 

Barton go through drills in Todd-Snowden 
for an hour and a half and not take one shot 
at the basket. It was impressive, as Jim was 
one of the greatest scorers in MUS history.

Academics, like athletics, requires  
mastery in the fundamentals. Some years 
ago, an advertisement ran on television that 
stated, “Reading is fundamental.” The  
ability to read well is a basic requirement in 
all academic areas. Writing, like reading, is a 
skill that is mandatory across the curriculum. 
The most successful students in any school 
are those who are highly skilled in reading 
and writing. Good education requires that  
a student be able to master mathematical 
concepts and the fundamentals of addition, 
subtraction, multiplication, and division. 
These basic skills are also vital in many  
science classes. The teachers at MUS believe  
in the fundamentals as a necessity for good 
education. No matter the complexity of the 
subject area, a sound foundation in academic 
fundamentals is important. This prowess isn’t 
mastered by watching someone else exhibit 
it. Students must do the drill and practice to 
make that skill become second nature.

Based on my conversations with alumni 
who are benefiting from the mastery of their 
work in college, I know how important these 
fundamental academic skills are to our guys. 
I love to ask our former students who are in 
college if they feel prepared to compete  
with their peers in the college classroom.  
My question is almost always answered with 
a smile and a definitive “yes.” I truly believe 
that the value of the educational experience 
at MUS is most appreciated by those  
benefiting from it in the college classroom. 
The preparation in academic fundamentals 
allows our alumni to excel in ways that  
they couldn’t imagine before having that  
college experience.  

by Mr. Barry Ray, Upper School Principal
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Sowell is appointed to aCS Committee
Mrs. Analice Sowell of the MUS Chemistry Department was appointed to 

the High School Chemistry Committee, an important component of the American 
Chemical Society’s (ACS) division of chemical education. Only 50 or 60 of the 
division’s 5,400 members are selected for service each year. This division has been 
responsible for many of the improvements over the past few decades in chemical 
education. A member of the Committee on Community Activities since 2005, 
she helped produce its two main outreach events, National Chemistry Week and 
Chemists Celebrate Earth Day. Sowell was also the National Chemistry Week 2010 
Theme Team Chair, focusing on the development of the “chemistry of special effects” outreach theme.

With more than 161,000 members, ACS is the world’s largest scientific society. Its key contributions 
include producing scientific journals and databases, convening major research conferences, and funding more 
than $22 million every year in grants for basic research in petroleum and other related fields.

MUS Places in Math Competition
MUS has some of the best high school  

mathematicians in the country, as demonstrated by 
their 25th-place finish in the 2010 Fall Startup Event, 
a national mathematics contest. Mrs. Nancy Gates, 
Math Department chair, as well as instructors Mr. Loyal 
Murphy and Dr. Steve Gadbois, prepared students for 
this first major competition of the academic year. The 
students worked furiously for 30 minutes, racing to 
answer 100 problems in a variety of mathematical topics. With so many questions and so little time,  
competitors must not only have strong mathematical skills, but also quickly decide which problems to  
solve and which to skip.

After results came in, several MUS students received individual awards. In the Middle School Division, 
Richard Ouyang placed 10th and Yunhua Zhao was 20th. MUS also participated in the National Assessment & 
Testing’s 2010 Team Scramble on November 4, and the 2010 Ciphering Time Trials on December 9, for which 
the department was recognized.

Sellers is Distinguished latin Teacher of the Year
Mr. Ryan Sellers has been named the Distinguished Latin Teacher of the Year  

for 2010-2011 by the Tennessee Classical Association. He joins Mrs. Marilyn 
Reinhardt (1981) and Mr. Wayne Duff (1989) as MUS recipients of this prestigious 
honor. Criteria for distinguished teaching include evidence of students’ superior 
performance in Latin, involvement with a language club, participation in language 
competitions, students continuing with Latin in college, successful program  
development and maintenance, professional service, innovative methodology,  
faculty leadership, and recognition beyond the individual school.

Inside MUS
Table of 
Contents 
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Mr. Ellis Haguewood and Mr. John Cady attended an  
Eagle Scout Court of Honor for (left to right) Alex 

Taylor, Bennett Mercer, and Jazz Singh. The scouts are  
members of Troop 55 at Second Presbyterian Church.  
Can you guess the fourth Eagle Scout in this picture? 
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Daniel Garrett, Eli Goldstein, and Garret Sullivan

Faculty Recognized

Mr. Loyal Murphy, Ms. Nancy Gates, and  
Dr. Steve Gadbois

Mr. Ryan Sellers

Mrs. Analice Sowell

Carson House, Richard Ouyang, and Yunhau Zhao

At the UT Pro2Serve Math Contest, Daniel Garrett and 
Carson House placed in the Top 10, Fermat II; Goldstein 

and House placed in the Top 5, Fermat I; and the team of 
Garrett, Goldstein, and Sullivan won second place overall 

for their school category. During the American Mathematics 
Competition, Ouyang earned first place in the Algebra I  
contest, Sullivan placed second in Geometry, and Zhao 

placed third in Algebra I. These Owls competed  
against 1,000 of the top students across the state.

(Mr. Ellis Haguewood)
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Owls Preside at Model United Nations
by Miss Allie Eiland

Did you know that MUS sponsored 62 world leaders in 
a multinational conference to discuss world issues? If 
you did, then you’ve heard of 

Model United Nations. 
While MUS students may have  

only been role playing as officers,  
their leadership was real. Seven MUS 
students, elected at last year’s confer-
ence, served as committee officers  
during the Tennessee Model United 
Nations conference in Murfreesboro  
this past November. 

The seven officers this year were 
seniors James Akers, Mason Soun, 
and Kevin Szymkowicz, and juniors 
David Brandon, Danny Galvin, 
Michael Green, and Morgan Hunt. 
Many of these boys led large groups 
of students in civil discussions and 
conflict resolution. Yet, orchestrating a 
room full of students eager to represent 
their countries isn’t easy. Just ask Kevin 
Szymkowicz.

“As chairs, we had to enforce  
civility and ensure uninterrupted debate 
with our knowledge of parliamentary 
procedure and our imposing gavels,” he 
said. “The hardest part was maintaining 
composure in the midst of delegates calling out “point of  
procedure” or “motion” because we were required to  
know how to react in each situation.”

Seniors Alex Jarratt and Richard Twardzik 
and freshmen Jeremy Boshwit and Aditya Shah 
took home outstanding delegate awards for their 
representation of Qatar, Romania, Israel, and 
Nigeria, respectively. 

Model United Nations includes a Quiz Bowl. 
The MUS Quiz Bowl team also had an oppor-
tunity to shine in the World Cup competition. 

Seniors Clint Montgomery, Soun, and Szymkowicz, and 
junior Nicholas Rouse finished in third place in this tricky 

competition. Rouse also received the 
award for Outstanding Resolution in 
the Security Council. Hunt took home 
the Outstanding Justice Award on the 
International Court of Justice (ICJ). The 
team of freshmen Shivam Bhakta,  
Shah, and Tejvir Vaghela was awarded 
the Outstanding Resolution Award in the 
General Assembly for their representa-
tion of Nigeria.

Some team members, including ten 
MUS sophomores and juniors, received 
the special honor of being elected as 
officers for next year’s conference.  
The sophomores who were elected  
are Grayson Andrews, as conference  
chaplain; Farhan Kathawala, video press 
editor; David Montgomery, General 
Assembly vice president; and Amit Shah, 
General Assembly liaison. The juniors 
elected were David Brandon, a justice 
on the ICJ; Danny Galvin, a General 
Assembly vice president; Michael  
Green, who will be president of the  
ICJ; Morgan Hunt, who will be a justice 
on the ICJ; Ashish Nathani, a General 

Assembly liaison; and Lane Sally, a vice president of the 
General Assembly.

Ashish Nathani, Thomas Threlkeld, and Ben Ormseth  
pause for the camera while at Model U.N.

Nathan Prosser, Philip 
Overton, Billy Simco, and 

Avery Tosi pose in costumes at 
Model U.N.

David Montgomery, Srujan Raju, and James Belina 
present their resolution at Model U.N.
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For those with a flair for facts, there are two  
different programs right up your alley: Quiz Bowl 
and Knowledge Bowl. 
 “Knowledge Bowl is the 32-team tournament that’s 
hosted on WREG-TV, Channel 3, at 9:00 a.m. every 
Saturday,” said Coach Darin Clifft. “We clean the other 
teams’ clocks.”
 In a recent 
competition, which 
aired January 8, 
the Owls beat 
Memphis Catholic 
with a score of 
315-10. Each 
member won a 
$500 scholarship 
to the University 
of Memphis. The 
2010-11 team 
consists of juniors 
Jackson Darr, 
Eli Goldstein 
(captain), Carson 
House, and 
Nicholas Rouse. 
The alternate is 
senior Mason 
Soun.
 Quiz Bowl 
team is open to anyone who would like to participate.

“We meet on Mondays and Wednesdays after school 
and practice questions for about an hour,” Clifft said. “We 
have different matches throughout the year. It’s almost like a 

Brawling 
Bowls

by Miss Erin Floyd

track meet where five or six other schools compete  
until the best runner wins.”

MUS hosts a mid-October tournament in which 
many nearby quiz bowlers 
participate.

“We have about 30 
teams that attend,” Clifft 
said. “Each team plays six 
matches in the morning, 
and once the top eight 
teams are determined, 
they compete until the 
winning team is crowned.”

In November, the 
Quiz Bowl team com-
peted in the Ole Miss 
2010 Brain Brawl tourna-
ment, finishing third out 
of 36. Members of the 
Quiz Bowl team include 
Darr, Goldstein, House, 
Rouse, and Soun, as 
well as seniors Aaditya 
Malhotra, Clint 
Montgomery, Kevin 
Szymkowicz; juniors 

Ashish Nathani, George Ormseth; and sophomores 
Shivam Bhakta, Salman Haque, William Lamb, 
Sam Ostrow, Aditya Shah, Harrison Stewart,  
and Garret Sullivan.

Eli Goldstein, Jackson Darr, Nicholas Rouse, and Carson House at a recent Knowledge Bowl

Jackson Darr, Carson House, Eli Goldstein, and Aaditya Malhotra at the Ole Miss Brain Brawl
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The Science of Sportsmanship, Smarts,  
and Solid Support by Miss Erin Floyd

T here are quite a few science enthusiasts at  
MUS, and the Science Olympiad has been a  

great place for these students to form bonds –  
literally and figuratively.

The Lower School has been participating in Science 
Olympiad for three years now, but this is the first year 
that the Upper School has been officially involved. 

For those who aren’t familiar with the program, 
Coach Wayne Mullins provides a brief overview.

“Last year we weren’t planning to sponsor a Science 
Olympiad group in the Upper School, but we had some 
seniors who took the initiative,” said Mullins. “We let 
them try it on their own, and they ended up missing 
first place in the city by only four points.”According to 
Mullins, the Science Olympiad  
is a good external evaluation of the strengths and  
weaknesses of the MUS science program, as well as an  
opportunity to compare it to the programs at other schools.

“There’s a diverse group of competitions within the 
Science Olympiad,” Mullins said. “A few are earth science – 
fossils, meteorology, and astronomy. Also available are  
biology, anatomy, and physiology. This year, there will be  
a new event, molecular biology, or protein modeling.”

Senior Daniel Garrett appreciates the variety in the  
contest types. “They’ve got a little bit of everything,” he said. 
“There's something there for everyone.”

Senior Mason Soun feels this array of different sciences 
benefits the participants because they can place themselves 
into their areas of expertise.

“Each person only gets to do three or four contests, and 
we're trying to win the competition, obviously, so we try to 
set people up where they are strong,” Soun said.

Just like the Olympics, Science Olympiad takes skill  
and training.

“We start on those early. We spend three to four months 
preparing for the competition day, which locally was February 
19. In March, three local high schools and two local middle 
schools will go on to the state competition in Knoxville.  
The entire MUS science department is involved in the  
process. Each instructor has special areas of expertise, so  
they are most heavily involved in those areas of coaching,” 
said Mullins.

While qualified faculty coaches and excited students  
are extremely important, Mrs. Analice Sowell, instructor in 
chemistry, noted that there is one critical element to  
continued success in the Science Olympiads: the parents.

“We have some great parents involved,” Sowell said. 
“For example, Micki Lamb and Carol and Harold Taylor coach 

events, organize, and travel with the teams. But we would 
love to have more parental involvement. There's a team in 
Knoxville that has a different coach for every event, so we 
would like more parent coaches in order to be that  
competitive. We encourage any interested parent to  
contact Mr. Mullins or me.”

“There are three age groups [divisions] in which schools 
are divided,” Mullins said. “Division A is elementary school. 
Division B is middle school, grades six through nine. Teams 
can have a maximum of five ninth graders on a team. 
Division C is high school, grades 9-12. We can have no more 
than seven seniors on a team, again, so we can't load up and 
dominate. There are 15 to a team and 23 different science 
contests all on one day. Schools generally send two students 
to each contest. You can see how more parental involvement 
would benefit the boys.”

Owls who participate agree that it is a worthwhile  
commitment, claiming to get a lot out of the experience.

“The contests themselves are really fun, especially stuff 
like building robots,” said Soun.

Garrett also enjoys the competition. “It was definitely 
a lot of fun. When you're competing, there's an energy that 
you get,” he said.

Mullins is very proud of what the students have  
accomplished so far, as well as confident in our potential  
to improve each year. However, he takes the most pride in 
the integrity exhibited by the students who compete.

With good sportsmanship, smarts, and solid support, 
our participants have found the winning formula. 

The Science of Sportsmanship, Smarts,  
and Solid Support

The Science Olympiad team of (front row, left to right) Dennis Parnell, Hamid Shirwany, Jack 
Hirschmar, Yunghao Zhao, Richard Ouyang, Matthew Gayoso, Kamar Mack, Kameron Bradley, and 

Arnau Thrakur, (back row) Zain Virk, Nevin Naren, Patrick Murphy, Garret Sullivan, Walker Lee, 
Ashish Kumar, Jason Lin, Nathan Dinh, Andrew Green, Jack Richman, and Christian Schneiter



The Science of Sportsmanship, Smarts,  
and Solid Support by Miss Erin Floyd

The Science of Sportsmanship, Smarts,  
and Solid Support
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They came, they saw, they conquered. Latin enthusiasts competed in the third 
annual Fall Festivus, a Latin competition hosted at Rhodes College for Memphis-
area Latin students. MUS sponsored a 34-student delegation to represent the Owls 
among Roman rivals. 

The Fall Festivus 
typically offers a variety 
of arenas for scholars to 
show off their skills. Events 
ranging from the physically 
demanding chariot races to 
the intellectually challenging 
subject tests. 

MUS shone in the 
Certamen competition, a 
team event where students 
have to think on their feet 
as they answer rapid-fire questions. The Lower Level Certamen teams topped out 

the competition, taking 
both first and second place 
overall.

The first place team 
consisted of freshmen 
Shivam Bhakta, Salman 
haque, William lamb, 
and aditya Shah. The 
second place team was 
composed of freshmen 

elliot Slovis, Paul Stevenson, Garret Sullivan, and Tejvir Vaghela.
“I felt we were well prepared for the Certamen contest because we had been 

Conquering Festivus
by Miss Allie Eiland

practicing with Mrs. Reinhardt three times a week for a month,” said Lamb.
In Upper Level Certamen, the two MUS teams took first and fourth place. 

The first place team was senior Mason Soun and juniors eli Goldstein, anthony 
hodges, and Nicholas 
rouse. The fourth place 
team consisted of sopho-
mores James Belina, Drew 
hutson, andrew raves, and 
Sam Shankman. 

Lamb used his creativ-
ity and knowledge of Roman 
life to clinch first place in 
both the Roman cooking and 
the mosaic contests. After 
researching mosaics from 
the Vatican Museums, Lamb 

decided on a detail from Pliny the Elder’s description of “Unswept Room.” He devoted 
nine hours to the piece and noted that preparation during Latin class helped him 
secure the victories.

“Preparing for the Roman cooking contest was easy because Mrs. Reinhardt 
had already assigned similar projects in class. I had researched Roman food and  
prepared a dish for class,” said Lamb.

Haque took first place in the Lower Level mythology test. He credits the MUS 
approach to studying as his greatest weapon in the Festivus war.

“Some of my preparation for the mythology test was studying guides that 
had been given to me by Mrs. Reinhardt, but a large part of my success is due to the 
rigor of MUS’s curriculum,” Haque said. “Mythology is taught in Lower School English 
classes, giving students a good background in Greek and Roman myths, so the Latin 
teachers have a foundation from which to build.”

(left) Lower Level B Team of Tejvir Vaghela, Elliot Slovis, Garret Sullivan, and Paul Stevenson  
(right) Lower Level A Team of Salman Haque, Aditya Shah, Shivam Bhakta, and William Lamb

Junior Classical League

A Team Anthony Hodges, Mason Soun,  
Eli Goldstein, and Nicholas Rouse
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Owls Of DistinctiOn, HOnOrs, AwArDs
by Miss Allie Eiland

Each year thousands of students across the country take Advanced Placement (AP) exams, and high scores 
earn college credit for some students. For 70 MUS Owls, their test scores earned them recognition as AP Scholars 
by the College Board.

Last spring, 150 MUS students took 287 exams in 19 subject areas. Five alumni, Andrew Chinn ’10, Josh 
Feler ’10, Wilson Orr ’10, Reid Sanders ’10, and Will Taylor ’10, qualified for the AP National Scholar 
Award by earning an average grade of at least four on all AP exams taken and grades of four or higher on eight or 
more of these exams. The students had an average score of 4.88.

Thirty-five recent graduates 
and current seniors qualified  
for the AP Scholar with 
Distinction Award by  
earning an average grade 
of at least 3.5 on all AP 
exams and grades of three 
or higher on five or more 
of these exams. These 
students exceeded the 
qualifications by earning 
an average score of 4.57. 
They are:

2010 Graduates
James Arnold
Mathieu Baker
Will Carruthers
Edward Cates
Andrew Chinn
Cameron Crawford
Brian Davidoff
Conner Davis
Holt Edwards
Josh Feler
Trip Freeburg
Cliff Guyton
Chase Harriman
John Michael Hoyle
Jon Kastan
Christian Kauffman
Wade Laycook

Evans McCaul
Emmett Montgomery
Gab Oigbokie
Wilson Orr
Brad Ringel
Jake Rudolph
Reid Sanders
Will Taylor
Colin Thomas
Matt Williams

Seniors
Forrest Baty
Howard Choi
William Cross
Ethan Landau
Clint Montgomery
Mason Soun
Kevin Szymkowicz
Ben Zambetti

Sixteen recent graduates 
and current seniors  
qualified for the AP 
Scholar with Honor Award 
by earning an average 
grade of at least 3.25 on 
all AP exams taken and 
grades of three  
or higher on four or more  
of these exams. The  
MUS average was 4.22. 
These students are:

2010 Graduates
Joseph Amagliani
Clayton Furr
Alexander Kaltenborn
Patrick Massey
Phillips Morrison
Kelly Myers
Rocky Stone

Seniors
Jeff Daniel
Conor Miller
Matt Montsinger
Anand Patel
Joel Saslawsky
Russell Scott
Drew Thibado
Richard Twardzik
J.P. Wheeler

Nineteen recent graduates 
and current seniors qualified  
for the AP Scholar Award 
by earning grades of three 
or higher on three or more 
AP exams. The following 
students earned an average 
score of 4.10:

2010 Graduates
Blake Anderson
Daryan Barnes
Bobby Bell
Klaus Garcia
Will Green
Louis Jackson
Michael Lewandowski
Franklin Martin
John Straton
George Utkov

Seniors
James Akers
Aditya Biswas
Rob Dickinson
Alex Jarratt
Aaditya Malhotra
Nathan Prosser
Jianyin Roachell
Chase Schoelkopf
Aaron Wolf
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The Arts

William Cross displays his pinhole camera. 
It was made with a shoe box to house the 

paper, a soda can for the aperture, and gaffer 
tape for controlling the shutter.
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 Photography by Mr. Grant Burke

This semester in Photography, students were  

challenged to build their own cameras using recycled 

materials such as shoe boxes, peroxide bottles, and traffic 

cones. Some of their camera creations had elaborate  

shutters and tri-pods, while others relied on simpler 

designs. The cameras were functional and used black and 

white photo paper as film.

The students then developed their negative images 

in the darkroom, using developer, water, and photo fixer. 

To conclude the project, students reprinted the pictures so 

that the images would be positive.  
  

AP Art History by Mr. Jim Russell

On Friday, November 19, seven AP Art History  

students toured the Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church 

to meet with Father Paul Christy, who took the students 

from the narthex (the entrance foyer into the sanctuary),  

through the nave, and into the chancel. The priest 

explained the religious symbolism of icons, architecture, 

and sacred vessels within the church. Having expressed 

their appreciation for the visit and their awareness 

of multiple layers of symbolism everywhere within 

Annunciation, the students left to take an introductory 

tour of the Memphis Brooks Museum of Art.

The class browsed the main exhibition areas con-

taining paintings, sculpture, furniture, and other objects 

of the Western European and American traditions. They 

also viewed an incredible collection of sculpture and gold 

works from brothers James ’74 and Rushton ’72 Patterson.

The students ended their tour by viewing a 

Hellenistic Greek sculpture and early Renaissance oil 

paintings from Italy. 
  

Recording Arts by Mr. John Hiltonsmith

This September, the class attended the sound check 

for the Maroon 5 concert at Mud Island. They learned how 

the band prepared for their latest studio release and tour. 

They also learned many technical aspects of organizing a 

concert. Local TV news interviewed senior Max Sheppard 

about this experience. The class also attended the Ray 

LaMontagne sound check in October and had a Q-and-A 

with Mr. LaMontagne.

The engineering class is currently working with the 

studio’s 24-track analog tape machine, trying to repro-

duce the recording techniques employed by the Beatles 

for the song “A Hard Day’s Night.” This includes multi-

tracking, vocal doubling, and half-speed recording. Mr. 

Dick Fisher ’72 provided vintage guitars similar to those 

which would have been used on the original recording.

Theater Production  by Mr. Robert Fudge

Enhancing safety and incorporating new  

technology have been priorities in the theater production 

class. The production class has a new, highly sophisti-

cated, and immensely safer cabinet saw. It has generated 

many positive comments during parent tours and enabled 

the class to use heavy-duty equipment that they will 

likely see in college. 

In addition to learning power tools and design 

schedules, the students began learning how to create 

mock-up designs. Some began with Legos, since that 

was all they had at home, but these designs incorporated 

aspects of engineering and physics. One such example 

was the challenge of designing a bookshelf that instantly 

converted to a bed for the recent musical, The Drowsy 

Chaperone. We introduced CAD (computer-aided design) 

software, first teaching students how to read and follow 

the drawings. Next we teach students how to create the 

drawings. As the students learn how to read, use, and  

create drawings, they will participate more during the 

design phase of set production.

The beauty of these projects is that there is no 

ready-made solution. If a student wants to create a  

solution, he has to develop a plan that is viable given  

the available resources and the project timeline. It has 

been fantastic to see what our students do when  

presented with these sorts of problem-solving and  

time management situations.

William’s actual picture, taken with  
his pinhole camera, is composed from  

a familiar MUS landscape.

Fine Arts Updates

Avery Tosi works on a direct plaster  
carving in Mr. Buchman’s class.
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I HATE THEATER 
And Other Brilliant Moments From The Drowsy Chaperone 

by Kevin Szymkowicz ’11 

All eyes peered into the darkness of the Hyde Chapel’s stage, as the audience 

 awaited the first scene. Everything was silent. Then a curt voice said,  

     “I hate theater.”

With this comedic quip from the cynical Man in Chair, played by sophomore 

Sam Shankman, MUS’s hilarious and flawless fall 2010 production of The Drowsy 

Chaperone began. 

Through its quirky characters and delightful parody, the show did what a musical 

is supposed to do. With excellent acting, a moving story, and non-stop jokes, the play 

made all laugh, a few cry, and some laugh so hard they also cried.

“I forgot I was watching a high school play,” said senior Mason Soun.

The story followed the eccentric Man in Chair, who spends his time alone in  

his apartment, listening to cast recordings of old plays. This night, in a “blue” mood,  

the man decided to listen to an old favorite. He flipped through his records and, with  

a look of excitement, pulled one out from a shining cherry-red jacket. It was The  

Drowsy Chaperone.

“Will you let me play this record for you now?” he asked the audience.

The audience consented, the record spun on the turntable, and joyful 1920s  

music began to play. Man in Chair sat down and closed his eyes as his ordinary room 

transformed into the scene of a wedding at an elegant estate. The opening song quickly 

introduced the cast of characters. 

Entering were Janet Van De Graaff, played by Savannah Gibbons (Houston), the 

stage queen giving up a life of glamour to marry her fiancé, Robert Martin, played by 

senior Philip Overton; George, the best man, played by junior Christian Patterson; 

Feldzieg, the fiendish Broadway producer, played by senior Alex Jarratt, accom-

panied by ditzy chorus girl, Kitty, played by Dorothy Oehmler (St. Mary’s); and two 

hilarious gangsters disguised as pastry chefs, played by freshman Sam Ostrow  

and seventh-grader Tom Fowlkes. 
Next appeared the austere servant, Underling, and his memory-challenged  

employer, Mrs. Tottendale, played by senior Anand Patel and Katie Ward  

(St. Benedict); the not-so-suave king of romance, Aldolpho, played by junior Ashish 
Nathani; the cheery “Aviatrix,” Trix, played by Jules Jordan (Hutchison); and the 

delightfully crazy friend and confidante, the drowsy Chaperone, played by Alix  

De Witt (St. Mary’s).

1

2

3

5
1. Man in Chair (Sam Shankman) shares his favorite record, The Drowsy Chaperone,  
    with the audience.
2. As they tango, Aldolpho (Ashish Nathani) teaches his name to the Chaperone, (Alix De Witt).
3. Gangsters (Tom Fowlkes and Sam Ostrow) explain the “Toledo Surprise” to Mr. Feldzieg  
    (Alex Jarratt).
4. Aldolpho looks on as reporters (left to right) Paul Stevenson, Morgan Hunt, Jules Jordan,  
    Brady Boyd, and Jianyin Roachell interview Janet Van De Graaff (Savannah Gibbons). 
5. Best man George (Christian Patterson, right) teaches Robert Martin (Philip Overton, left)  
    how to heat up “those cold feets.”
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Lending support at every turn was a multi-

talented ensemble composed of Brady Boyd 

(Arlington), senior Jianyin Roachell, and 

freshman Paul Stevenson, along with the building  

superintendant, played by junior Morgan Hunt.
As with many comedies, nothing went 

exactly as the characters planned. The producer 

lost his leading lady and the wedding was  

nearly ruined. 

The story rose artfully to an unexpected  

climax: a heartfelt confession by Man in Chair 

and later, with an upbeat finale followed by tur-

bulent applause,  

the crowd relinquished their seats to give a standing ovation.

“A production of this caliber requires an excellent team to  

pull off, and everyone who worked on The Drowsy Chaperone  

did a marvelous job,” said Mr. Tim Greer, director of theater.

Senior Joseph Levy provided lighting for the show, and 

production stage manager Hunt ran a backstage crew that did 

everything from shifting scenery to landing a biplane on the Hyde 

Chapel stage. The running crew included seniors Carson House, 

Billy Simco, and William Smythe and junior Patrick Holt. 
The Drowsy Chaperone’s musical director and sound designer 

was Mr. John Hiltonsmith, the set designer was Mr. Andy 

Happy finale scene in The Drowsy Chaperone
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CAD drawings used to create the bookcase/ bed/ wall unit  
for the set of The Drowsy Chaperone. 

Behind The Scenes — Theater Production Class

Saunders, and the technical director was new MUS  

instructor Mr. Robert Fudge. Mrs. Kimberly Baker and 

Shankman provided choreography, and the costuming was  

the work of Broadway Costumes, Mrs. Jeanna Juleson,  

and Mr. Greer.

Thanks to the excellent direction of Mr. Flip Eikner and 

Greer as well as the gifted choreographers, actors, designers, 

and the hard-working backstage crew, a common quote heard 

throughout the campus was, “I saw the play twice.” 

With the direction of Jianyin 
Roachell, the Theater Production 
class carefully raises a portion of 
the set for NeoVox: a revue. 
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The Arts

ThE WINTEr 
CONCErT

A Real 
Wintry Winner!

Reece O’Keefe, Evan Knaff, and Billy Dunavant 

H E A D S  O F  T H E  A R T  C L A S S
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Nathan Dinh, John Hamilton, and Theo Wayt Hayes Scott, David Nelson, and Daniel Tang

Marshall Smith 
stands next to his 

award-winning
mosaic head at  

the Brooks Museum.
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Aaron Noble with Beg To Differ®
Tiger Adams and Eli Goldstein

Victor Cole

Shaan Jiles, Sam Cox, Max Weiss, and Colin Donoghue

August Klinke
is pictured with
his award-winning
mosaic head at  
the Brooks Museum.
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 Aquatic Owls Glide Through Season
At the Shelby County High School Swimming Championship, the varsity swim team secured 

first place for the third year in a row, finishing 152 points ahead of the second-place team. First 
place awards went to junior Crews Wellford in the 200-yard freestyle and sophomore Pace Clark 
who tied for first place in the 100-yard butterfly. The Owls’ record was 96-1 as they completed the 
last regular meet of the season before heading to the Tennessee State High School Swimming and 
Diving Championship at The University of Tennessee campus. At that meet, the team finished 11  
out of 79 and broke seven MUS records.

The varsity team seniors are Aditya Biswas, James Davies, Michael Galligher, Taylor 
Jordan, Andrew Kennedy, Ethan Landau, Conor Miller, Clint Montgomery, Mason Soun, Kevin 
Szymkowicz, Drew Thibado, Richard Twardzik, and Wyatt Whicker; the juniors are Obaid 
Anwar, Charles Belina, Michael Green, and Wellford; the sophomores are James Belina, George 
Byars, Clark, Cole Flemmons, Nedas Jakstas, Daniel McGowan, Sam Moore, Chip Ogles,  
Austin Pretsch, and Walker Thompson; and the freshmen are Thornton Brooksbank, Austin 
Dobbs, Jake Eissler, Drew Evans, Seamus Fitzhenry, Reed Harrison, and Davis Howe. Crews Wellford

Pace Clark 

The varsity swim team poses with Coach Laurie Clark and their trophy from the Hendrix Invitational.



A Season of Tenacity and Loyalty

One of the challenges of becoming one of the premier 
football programs in the region is that your team 
becomes the biggest game on every opponent’s  

schedule. After winning the last two state championships 
and finishing as one of the top teams in 2009 national polls, 
the MUS varsity football team faced that challenge in 2010.  

Playing one of its most competitive schedules in school 
history, with many teams seeking to avenge previous losses 
to MUS, the Owls worked hard to claim the school’s third 
consecutive state football title.

Even though the team was not able to accomplish this 
goal, the Owls 
still had a fine 
season as they 
finished 7-4,  
losing to four of 
the area’s top 
teams that MUS 
defeated in the 
previous two  
seasons.

The Owls 
began the year 
with two con-
vincing victories 
as they defeated 
Millington High 
School in the 
BRIDGES Kickoff 
Classic 28-7. They 
beat Kingsbury High School the next week 42-7.

However, in game three, the best team in the nation 
came to MUS looking to retaliate for last season’s 21-19 loss. 
With a roster containing many college football prospects, 
the South Panola [MS] Tigers visited Stokes Stadium and left 
with a 39-2 victory in front of a record-breaking crowd of 
approximately 6,000. The Owls played hard in the game, but 
the speed, size, and talent of the Tigers, who went on to  
finish as the nation’s top-ranked team in several polls, were 
too much for the Owls.

After the game, Coach Bobby Alston recognized South 
Panola’s strength.

“We tried to do some things that would give us a chance 
to win, but we weren’t able to do them. All the credit goes 
to the Tigers. They’re a great team,” said Alston.

MUS rebounded well in its next game, soundly defeating 
a talented Overton squad, 41-21. Unfortunately, the Owls 
could not build on the momentum created by the Overton win. 

In the next game against Olive Branch, the team fell 
behind, 25-0, late in the third quarter. They pulled together 
and showed great unity with three touchdowns in an eight-
minute span, and late in the game trailed 25-22. However, 
the Conquistadors held for four downs at their 10-yard line 
to secure the victory. 

Though dejected, the Owls learned a great deal. The 
coaching staff could build on the team’s valiant comeback. 
Following the Olive Branch loss, MUS won three straight 
contests – defeating East, White Station, and St. Benedict. 
Optimism was high going into the Owls’ only road game of 
the season against CBHS.

Despite scoring first and not trailing for more than 47 
minutes, the Owls ultimately came up just short against 
their rival. The Purple Wave scored a touchdown with just  
18 seconds remaining to claim the 21-14 victory.

Once again, the team showed character and rebounded 
from the setback. In 
their final game of 
the regular season, 
the Owls played a 
talented Briarcrest 
squad that had lost 
only once all season. 
After a close first 
half, the Owls scored 
four touchdowns and 
won 45-14. They 
claimed the Western 
Division second seed 
and a first-round bye 
in the playoffs.

In the quarterfi-
nals, the Owls drew 
their traditional rival, 
Brentwood Academy, 

which had defeated Pope John Paul II in the first round and 
was playing well. Unfortunately for MUS, the Eagles con-
tinued to play well, jumped out to an early lead, and won 
handily 42-24, ending the Owls’ season.

Even with the loss, Coach Alston sees many positive 
results from the year.

“I am very proud of this team and these seniors for their 
tenacity and their loyalty to each other. We faced several 
obstacles along the way, most of which we conquered, but 
even with those we could not surmount, we never gave up," 
said Alston.

The coaches are excited about the future because of the 
players’ talent, support, and enthusiasm. The team will miss 
the 19 seniors who provided leadership throughout the  
season, but coaches and players are eager for next season. 
They will again fix their eyes on Cookeville and the state 
championship.

Seniors this season included Forrest Baty (captain), 
Conner Caruthers, Terrence Cole, William Cross (captain), 
Henry Dickinson (captain), John Edwards, Zach Erickson 
(captain), Landon Finney (captain), William Hepner,  
John Hudson, Jordan Keesee, Wilson Luttrell, Jason 
Manis, Witt Meloni, William Pickering, Wells Prather, 
Ben Roberts, Quay Stallworth, and David Ursic.

The team’s seniors pose for a photo during the football dinner.
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VARSITy GOLF 
Fourteen regional titles and Counting

The varsity golf team claimed the school’s 14th regional 
title and continued as one of the institution’s most  
successful, consistent programs. The young golfers 

compiled a 35-15 record and advanced to the state tournament 
where they finished fourth overall.

The team’s three seniors – Clifton Jordan, Jonathan 
Kim, and Jerry B. Martin – brought much talent to the 
squad, and the team looked to them for leadership.

However, with only three seniors, the rest of the team knew 
they would have to mature and play well, and they ended up 
accomplishing both goals.

Juniors Lee Marshall and Daniel McLeod, sophomores 
Richard Hoffsommer, Zachary Olsen, Van Putman, and 
Jake Rudesill, and eighth-grader Hays Moreland battled 
not only other teams, but also each other in terms of overall 
stroke average for Coach Cliff Frisby.

The team started the season the right way by winning the 
prestigious Baylor Preview Tournament in Chattanooga. With 
21 shots under second-place Nashville Ensworth, this was an 
impressive feat. Olsen won medalist honors, shooting 137 (-7) 
over two days.

Upon returning home, the Owls faced some of the area’s 
best competition in the regular-season dual matches, defeating 
public school Houston and private schools Briarcrest, CBHS, 
St. Benedict, and St. George’s. MUS lost only to Briarcrest and 
CBHS in other matches, as well as Collierville, which defeated 
the Owls at Windyke in early September.

The Owls also participated in two other invitational  
tournaments. First, they finished sixth in the Houston 
Invitational, defeating Germantown. Three days later at the 
Dragon Invitational, the Owls played well, finishing fifth out 
of 16 teams, defeating Brighton, CBHS, FACS, Germantown, 
Harding, Marion [AR], SBEC, St. Benedict, St. George’s, 
Southwind, and White Station.

After their challenging regular season, the team was 

primed for the postseason. The first task was to qualify for the 
state tournament at the regional tournament held at Quail  
Ridge. The Owls won the regional title with a 296 (+16),  
finishing two shots ahead of Briarcrest. Individually, Olsen 
claimed the regional title, as he shot 67 (-3), four strokes ahead  
of the runner-up from CBHS.

Following their win at the regional tournament, the team 
qualified for state, which was held in late September at the 
WillowBrook Golf Club in Manchester, TN. The Owls knew 
they would have to play their very best to claim the title but, 
unfortunately, they did not perform as well as they had hoped on 
the first day.

With their 318 score, MUS players found themselves tied 
for fifth after day one, 27 strokes behind McCallie. Individually, 
Olsen shot the Owls’ best round at 75 (+3).

On the second day, MUS played much better, improving  
the team score by 18 strokes (300). Though they claimed  
fourth overall, 23 shots behind champion McCallie, the top four 
Owls scored better than they did on the first day. Olsen shot the 
best round of the day among all golfers with a 68 (-4), finishing 
second overall. McLeod was five strokes better than his  
first round, shooting 155 (+11) overall. Moreland finished just  

two shots behind McLeod, and Jordan was only six 
strokes behind Moreland. However, the deficit from 
day one was too much to overcome. 

Though they fell short of winning the school’s 
fifth state title, Frisby said he was pleased with  
the year.

“We had a good season. I hope the underclass-
men learned a valuable lesson’ he said. “To play at 
a high level, you must work year round and play as 
much competition as you can. I appreciate their  
effort and look forward to next year.”
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Clifton Jordan Jonathan Kim Jerry B. Martin

(left to right) Daniel McLeod, Zachary Olsen, 
Lee Marshall, Jerry B. Martin, Jake Rudesill, 
Richard Hoffsommer, Jonathan Kim,  
and Clifton Jordan 

Varsity team members not pictured: Hays 
Moreland and Van Putman
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Cross country runners, unlike athletes in 
many seasonal varsity sports, must work  
the entire year, not simply during the  
season, to become a quality team and  
maximize their individual potential,  
according to Coach Joe Tyler. 

The six varsity runners on the 2010 
cross country team 
exhibited the kind 
of commitment that 
produced a good 
season, going 30-25 
overall. All Owl  
runners improved 
their times as the 
season progressed 
and made a good 
showing at the state 
meet in Nashville in 
early November.

Two seniors  
who had been in  

the program for several  
years led the team’s effort. 
Shea Gabrielleschi became 
the Owls’ top runner with an  
excellent showing at the state 
meet, finishing 13th overall. 
Another teammate, Avery 
Tosi, showed leadership and a 
strong work ethic as one of the 
most reliable and hard-working 
runners on the team.

A talented core of  
underclassmen proved  
beneficial to the team. Juniors 

Charles Belina, John Oates, and 
Chris Walker, as well as sophomore  
Buckner hasenmueller, 
improved and ensured future 
success for the program.

In addition to several league 
meets at Shelby Farms, the Owls 
raced in prestigious events in 
town, including the Twilight 
Meet and the Frank Horton 
Invitational Meet. The team also 
ran in three out-of-town meets 
against some of the best teams 
in the South during their regular 
season, gaining valuable  

experience. MUS  
prepared for the post-
season state meet by 
racing at the Chickasaw 
Trails Meet in Danville, 
AL; the Tennessee Classic 
in Nashville; and the 
Chile Pepper Festival in 
Fayetteville, AR. 

At the state meet, 
traditionally held 
at the Percy Warner 
Steeplechase Course, 
the Owls finished sixth 

out of 12 teams. With his 13th-place finish, 
Gabrielleschi received All-State honors.

Overall, Tyler said he was pleased  
with this past season and looks forward  
to the next.

“From where we started the year with 
only three varsity runners, coming in sixth 
at the state meet showed improvement as 
this team overachieved and laid a founda-
tion,” Tyler said. “Moving forward, if we have 
enough dedicated runners, we can improve 
on that sixth-place finish.” 

With winter workouts already under-
way, the team is well on the way toward 
improving that finish. 

Excellent Effort 
and work Ethic 

Varsity Cross Country

Shea Gabrielleschi at the Percy Warner 
Steeplechase course

Buckner Hasenmueller in the Twilight meet

Buckner Hasenmueller, Chris Walker, Charles Belina, John Oates, Shea Gabrielleschi, Avery Tosi, and Coach Joe Tyler
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The JV cross country team came in first place in the  
West Tennessee Cross Country League Championship Meet.

B o w l i n g o w l s

(front row, left to right) David Lee, Hunter 
Krauch (captain), Taylor Bates; (back row, left 
to right) Kevin Szymkowicz (captain), Josh 
Hawkins, Edward Simpson, Trip Underwood, 
David Brandon, Harrison Stewart,  
Noah Thomas, and  
Coach David Jackson 
 
Not pictured, Alex Jarratt, 
Nate Utkov, and Coach 
Michael Schwartz

This year, Noah Thomas 
made the top ten in state.

Andrew Renshaw pins an opponent.

Mr. Whitt Tenent and Ms. Keturah Kiehl, wearing  
their medals from the St. Jude Marathon

Coach Joe Tyler presents the Cross Country  
MVP Award to Shea Gabrielleschi.
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The seventh-grade football team faces quality com-
petition each game in their league, which helps these new 
Owls improve and get ready for the next season.

Facing several teams of seventh and eighth graders, 
the MUS seventh graders competed strongly and ended 
the 2010 campaign with an impressive 7-1 record.

The defensive line – Hadley Allison, Nick Bragorgos, 
David Dabov, Jackson Dickinson, Wes Flemmons, 
Tom Fowlkes, Bolton Gayden, Robert Hammons, Cole 
Harrison, Evan Knaff, Jack Lewis, Durand Martin, David 
Nelson, William Rantzow, Daniel Seward, Bridger 
Smith, Rob Stukenborg, Colin Threlkeld, and David 

Watkins – played hard and provided resistance at the 
line of scrimmage. 

    Their play considerably 
helped the linebackers – 
Edward Apple, Chandler 

Clayton, Drew Crain, Bradley 
Foley, Mark French, Jalen 

Friendly, Gil Humphreys, Mac 
McArtor, and Swep Wallace. 

When teams tried to 
pass, defensive backs Hudson 

Anthony, Beck Blake, Ben 
Daniel, Hunter Finney, Philip 

Freeburg, Edwin Gully, Henry 
Keel, Grayson Lee, Murray 
Morrison, Reece O’Keefe, and 

Connor Whitson defended well  
and rarely gave up big plays.  

When the Owls had 
the ball, they were led 
by quarterbacks Crain, 
Trip Gibson, Keel, and 
Terrell Jackson.

The quarterbacks 
had a speedy set of 
backs to hand to when 
MUS ran the ball. Blake, 
Foley, French, and Friendly 
all carried it effectively. 
Fullbacks Apple, Crain, Fowlkes, and Wallace provided  
blocking support, as well as running the ball.   

Offensive linemen Allison, Witt Fesmire, Flemmons, 
Gayden, Harrison, Knaff, Martin, Nelson, Stukenborg, Daniel 
Tancredi, Threlkeld, and Watkins did a good job blocking, as 
well as opening holes.   

Since each member of the receiving core became a good 
route runner, they were effective when the Owls threw the 
ball. Wide receivers included Anthony, Finney, Freeburg, 
Owen Galvin, Jackson, Bedon Lancaster, Lee, Bob Mallory, 
O’Keefe, Trammel Robinson, Reid Smith, and Whitson; and 
tight ends included Dickinson, Billy Dunavant, Rantzow, and 
Seward.

Facing quality competition, the Owls opened the season 
with a tough loss to St. Louis, but followed the setback with 
seven straight victories, defeating Holy Rosary, St. Francis, 
Grace-St. Luke’s, St. Ann, Collierville, St. Dominic, and 
Briarcrest.  

Managers Sam Reese and Hunter Smith worked hard 
and kept order at practice and during games.   

The coaching staff – comprised of head coach Jim 
Burnett ’83 and assistants Craig Christenbury ’83, Rankin 
Fowlkes, Richard Moore ’98, and Scott Williams ’85 – taught 
the young men good concepts that will help them out on 
future Friday nights.

sEvEn strAigHt wins fOr 
sEvEntH-grADE Owls

Running back Bradley Foley 
shows good form as he avoids  

a St. Dominic defender.

Getting good protection from his offensive line, quarterback  
Drew Crain scans the field for an open receiver.

Ben Roberts, Zach Ericson, and William Cross at the football dinner

Wells Prather and Kevin Finney 
at the football dinner

MUs 5K winners
(left to right) Ryan Mayzell, Coach Johnny Beard, Shea Gabrielleschi, Mr. Hal Roberts ’92, Richard Ouyang, Ms. Keturah Kiehl, Mr. Todd Stockstill, 

Sophie Stockstill, Mrs. Missy Stockstill, Mr. Philip Freeburg ‘81, Mrs. Katie Upchurch , and (not pictured) Mr. David Frazier ‘01 
Gabrielleschi and Kiehl set new records for the annual MUS 5K.18
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The freshmen football team completed a successful 
season in 2010, emerging undefeated. In beating 
Ridgeway, Whitehaven, White Station, ECS, St. 

Benedict, CBHS, Briarcrest, and Olive Branch (twice), the 
freshmen Owls showed outstanding potential and talent in 
compiling their 9-0 record.

Members of the team included 
Blake Bennett, Thornton 
Brooksbank, David Collins, 
Andrew Counce, Andrew Crosby, 
Patrick DiMento, Josh Dixon, 
Austin Dobbs, Renn Eason, 
Cal Edge, Jake Eissler, Lance 
Escue, John Estes, Cole Ettingoff, 
Michael Fitzsimmons, Drew 
Flaherty, Sullivan Ford, Sam 
Fowlkes, Chris Galvin, Boone 

Good, Connor 
Goodwin, 
Bud Harris, 
Witt Hawkins, 
Tyler Jacks, 
Tal Keel, 
B.J. Lewis, 
Grayson 
Lynn, Myatt 
McClure, Jay 
Mitchum, 
Trey Moore, Will Morrison, Kyle Naes, Dennis 
Parnell, Devin Perry, James Prather, Reynolds 
Raiford, Jackson Roberts, Nick Schwartz, James 
Sexton, Malik Smith, Tate Solberg, Luke Stallings, 
Eason Taylor, Stephen Tsiu, John Valentine, Blake 
Wallace, and Anthony Walton.

O u t s t a n d i n g  O w l  F O O t b a l l 
F r e s h m e n  g O  u n d e F e a t e d

Undefeated Season, eighth-Grade owls Do It again
A n d  t h e  F u t u r e ’ s  s o  B r i g h t

Once again, the eighth-grade football team, led by coaches Bobby Wade ’84, John 
Barton ’95, David Frazier ’01, Larry Heathcott, Chris Rogers, and Robert Vest, completed 
another undefeated season as the Owls went 10-0.

The offense was led by starting quarterback Colton Neel, with Marcus evans 
and Connor Wright providing depth. They also had ample talent around them.

The running game was potent, including tailbacks Mitchell apollonio, 
Christopher Davis, Evans, Maleik Gatewood, John Kakales, Neel, Sam Simmons, 
and Corwin Vinson.

And when the Owls threw the ball, they had a talented receiving corps, including 
Davis, Tom Garrott, hayden hunt, Will hunt, rashad orange, Pierce rose, lee 
Tate, Griffin Wilson, and Wright. Jack Gray, Preston White, and Evans served as the 
team’s primary tight ends.

And the offensive line made the offense work. The line included Win Duncan, 
Peyton Jones, Geoffrey Knowlton, Kamar Mack, John Madden, Nicholas 
Manley, Jack McDowell, Selden Montgomery, Mackenzie Mosby, T.J. Purnell, 
Drew richmond, Gaines Whitington, and Christian Yarwood.

Defensively, the team held most squads in check with their physical play. 
Linebackers included Evans, Garrott, Gatewood, Wesley Grace, Madden, Peter 
Phillips, and Simmons.

They were especially effective because of an excellent defensive line, including 
Jack Christenbury, Davis, Gray, lewis hergenrader, Jones, Montgomery, Mosby, 
Purnell, Richmond, andrew Shelton, White, Whitington, and Yarwood.

And opposing quarterbacks rarely had successful passing plays because of an 
aggressive defensive backfield, including Marvin Banks, Xavier Greer, Hayden Hunt, 
Will Hunt, Neel, Rose, Tate, Caleb Taylor, Wilson, and Wright.

Kakales adroitly handled all of the kicking duties, and Bennett Wilfong  
was team manager.

The Owls dispatched their opposition, including A. Maceo Walker, Bellevue, 
Briarcrest, Brighton (twice), Collegiate School, Cordova, Hickory Ridge, Ridgeway, and 
White Station. In fact, except for the close contest against Ridgeway that ended 8-6, the 
Owls controlled their competition by winning their other nine games with double figures.  
The future is bright for the eighth-grade Owls. So bright they have to wear shades.

Linebacker Bud Harris and his teammates prepare for another contest.

Wide receiver Devin Perry, who led 
the freshmen Owls in receiving, 

lunges for extra yards.
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Sports Buzz

Primed and Ready
Lower School Cross Country Claims Championship

By claiming a one-point victory in the 
Shelby League Championship meet, the 

Lower School cross country team completed 
a successful 2010 season as they competed 
in four league meets, the championship 
competition, and even an out-of-town race.

Led by Coach Matt Bakke, the team was 
made up of a large group of seventh and 
eighth graders. Seventh graders included 
Will Buser, Chandler Clayton, Andrew 
hannisian, Mac Mchugh, Patrick Murphy, 
Max Murray, Jonathan Peters, Jayce 
Smith, Daniel Tang and Alex Taylor. Eighth 
graders included Alex Carruthers, Alex 
Creson, Jeff Guenther, Avery Johnson, 
robby Matthews, Jerry Oates, rashad 
Orange, Preston roberts, Pierce rose, 
Christian Schneiter, Grant Stevenson,  
and Sherman Tabor. 

The Owls started practicing and  
racing at Shelby Farms in early September. 
As a result of dedication from both Bakke 
and the student-athletes, the team pro-
gressed throughout the season, with most 

of the young men 
improving their 
two-mile times. 

The Owls 
were primed to 
compete for a 
championship. In 
an exciting race, 
MUS claimed the 
championship 
by a mere point, 
finishing with 61 
points, just ahead 
of Evangelical 
Christian School.

Orange claimed the league individual 
title for the second consecutive year as  
he again set a new meet record with a  
time of 11:24.45.  Other MUS finishers 
included Rose (6th), Guenther (11th),  
Creson (12th), Tabor (33rd), Schneiter (37th), 
and Roberts (39th).

The Owls participated in one final meet 
when Bakke took a group to Oakville, AL, to 

compete in the 
Jesse Owens 
Invitational. 
Facing some 
of the best 
competition in 
the South, MUS 
performed well 
in the 448- 
runner race, 
finishing 15th 
out of 28 
schools.

Individual 
finishers 

included Orange (9th), Guenther (77th), 
Creson (98th), Schneiter (187th), Oates 
(239th), Taylor (281st), Johnson (296th), 
Murphy (356th), Smith (417th), and 
Hannisian (444th).

Bakke said he was very pleased with 
these young men throughout the season, 
because they worked hard and represented 
the school well.

The Lower School golf team, led by Coach Trey Suddarth, continued the program’s 
tradition of excellence and completed a very good 2010 season with both A and B teams 
displaying impressive skills.

The A team – made up of eighth graders Hal Boyd, Will Farnsworth, Proctor 
Ford, and Ross Redmont and seventh graders Patton Orr and Parker Sexton – won 
two of their three regular season matches, defeating St. George’s and Evangelical Christian 
School, and losing only to Briarcrest at Germantown Country Club.

The B team – composed of eighth graders Scottie Dill and Jim Waggoner, and 
seventh graders Sam Bartz, Forest Colerick, Tucker Colerick, and John Hamilton 
– also played well in the regular season,  
winning all four of their matches. The 
team defeated Briarcrest, Tipton-
Rosemark, First Assembly Christian,  
and Woodland.

In the Shelby League Championship 
Tournament, held September 20-21 at 
Windyke, the Owls played well and  
challenged the competition for the  
postseason championship. Though both 
teams came up short, finishing second in 
both A tournament and B tournament 
play, the commitment of these young men 
made the school proud.

Owls on the Green
Lower School Golf

(front row, left to right) Alex Taylor, Christian Schneiter, Andrew Hannisian, 
Jerry Oates, and Patrick Murphy, (back row) Avery Johnson,  
Jeff Guenther, Rashad Orange, Alex Creson, and Jayce Smith

(left to right) Hal Boyd, Parker Sexton,  
Will Farnsworth,  Coach Trey Suddarth, Patton Orr,  

Ross Redmont, and Proctor Ford

(left to right) Carter 
Sweat and Will 

Farnsworth

The eighth-grade basketball team and Coach Trey Suddarth present their 
championship trophy after beating St. George’s team 53-35.
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Open House on October 24 
allowed more than 300 visitors,  
including 145 prospective students,  
to tour the campus and meet many  
of the people who make MUS a  
special place.

The prospective students represented 45 schools around the area, including 
51 students from public schools and 94 students from independent, parochial, and 
home schools. Fifty-three percent of the prospective students were sixth graders, 
21 percent were eighth graders, and the remaining 26 percent were from other grades. 

Parent volunteers greeted each family when they arrived,  
and student ambassadors and hosts led campus tours. Families 
attended presentations on financial aid, the admissions process, 
and the Academic Forum. Prospective students spoke with  
faculty members from all departments and programs. Nearly  
100 parent, alumni, student, and faculty volunteers welcomed 
guests and answered questions. 

Peggy Williamson, director of admissions, praised everyone 
for his or her hard work.

“Open House provides an example of the great teamwork  
at MUS. Faculty, staff, administration, maintenance, students,  
parents, and alumni all helped make this year’s event a big  
success,” she said. “It’s quite a tribute to the school that such a 
large crowd would come out on a rainy Sunday afternoon. We’re excited about our 2011-2012 admissions season.”

Open House is one of many opportunities to learn more about MUS. Tours may also be scheduled  
at other times by contacting the Admissions Office at (901) 260-1300.

Campus News

O P E N  D O O r S ,  O P E N  A r M S
O P E N  H O U S E  2 010

by Miss Allie Eiland 

 

Ambassadors prepared 
to greet families for 

Open House.

Campus News

Lower School students wore uniforms representing the many activities 
available to prospective students.

Student Ambassadors and hosts stand ready to  
greet prospective students and their parents.

21
Ins ide  MUS

March 2011



22
Ins ide  MUS

March 2011

Campus News

More than 250 MUS 
students rolled up 

their sleeves, loosened their 
neckties, and dove head 
first into the Civic Service 
Organization’s annual 
Charity Week. Senior Chase 
Schoelkopf, chairman  
of the CSO, orchestrated the 
week’s jam-packed sampling 
of service projects. 

Each day produced a 
new service opportunity in 
which the students could  
participate, and each day 
brought a new set of willing 
hands and sharp minds ready 
to give back to the community in a variety of ways.

On Monday evening, students organized an ice cream party 
at the Ronald McDonald House for patients and their families. 
This was a great opportunity for patients from St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital to relax and enjoy dessert provided by the  
students. The Lifeblood Drive on Tuesday allowed students,  
parents, and friends to donate blood during the day. A total of 22 
units of blood was donated, setting a new record of participation  

in the blood drive.  
Tuesday was also a day 
for tutoring children at 
Emmanuel Episcopal 
Center. Although 
Wednesday was Parents 
Back-To-School Day and a 
student holiday, more than 
130 students volunteered 
their time at a variety of 
places around the city.

“We had more vol-
unteers than ever before,” 
Schoelkopf said. “The 
sheer number of students 

willing to volunteer was the greatest success of the whole week.”
Thirty students delivered Meals on Wheels to senior citizens 

through MIFA. Seventy students worked picking up trash between 
Summer Avenue and Sam Cooper or tutoring students at Berclair 
Elementary School.

During seventh period on Thursday, students prepared  
sack lunches for the homeless. A small glitch paused the project 
while Schoelkopf rushed to the store to purchase more bread.  
He returned just in time to finish preparing all of the lunches.

Friday’s annual CSO Carnival served as a perfect  
capstone for the school week. Students earned admission to  
the carnival by participating in any of the service projects 
throughout the week. 

“The carnival is our thanks to the students for participat-
ing in Charity Week and kicking off a service-filled year,” 
Schoelkopf said.  

The carnival also featured a pet supplies drive. Students 
brought a range of supplies for furry friends, including canned 
food and toys for animals large and small. These items were 
delivered to the Humane Society and Memphis Animal 
Services. In total, volunteers collected two cars full of supplies,  
in addition to $250 they donated to Memphis Animal Services.

On Saturday, students spent all day making repairs in an 
elderly man’s home for the MIFA Handyman Project. 

With a bounty of able volunteers and a vast assortment  
of service projects, CSO truly shone during this year’s  
Charity Week.

The CSO Executive Committee includes seniors James 
Davies, Jack Klug, Joey Notowich, Carson Smith, and 
Richard 
Twardzik, 
and juniors 
Townes 
Buford, Britt 
Colcolough, 
Charlie 
Freeburg, 
Scott 
Freeburg, 
and George 
Ormseth. 
Grade repre-
sentatives are 
seniors Drew 
Connors, 
Jeff Daniel, 
Clint Montgomery, Stephen Newton, Russell Scott, and 
Ben Zambetti; juniors Edward Francis, Michael Green, 
Jake Greenstein, David Lee, Daniel McLeod and Joe 
Morrison; sophomores Philip Aiken, Daniel Camuti, 
Seth Carson, Tripp Crews, William Hoehn, Fraser 
Humphreys, Jarrett Jackson, Ryan Mayzell, Andrew 
Renshaw, Jake Rudesill, Frederick Scharff, Bobby Scott, 
Mac Trammell, and Jonathan Wilfong; and freshmen 
Francis Carlota, Cole Ettingoff, Chris Galvin, Grayson 
Lynn, Ben Ormseth, Walker Sims, and TejvirVaghela.

rOlled up sleeves and a  
Year OF Charitable serviCes

by Miss Allie Eiland

Samuel Jordan carries a tower  
of noodles to the MIFA truck.

Carson Smith, Ryan Mayzell, and Seth Carson

Chris Carter is the organizational guru,  
packing the boxes for delivery.
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Picture a world where you have 
control over everything – from the sky 
and landscape to the creatures that live 
there. This world is not too far away. In 
fact, all you would have to do is step 
into one of Mr. Darin Clifft’s computer 
science classes while he’s teaching Alice.

Alice is a 3-D programming soft-
ware that provides a simple format for 
creating animation. Once a cartoon 
sequence has been created, a student 
can use it to tell a story, make an 
interactive game, or simply share a 
video on the web. This program was 
created to introduce students to  
the basics of more sophisticated  
programming.

“Carnegie 
Mellon designed 
Alice to be 
appealing to 
kids,” said Clifft. 
“When you think 
of computer  
programmers, you 
might think of  
someone sitting 
in front of a 
computer with his Mountain Dew and a 
Hot Pocket® just writing, and writing, 
and writing complex code. That doesn’t  
get people interested in studying  
computer sciences.”

According to senior Chris Carter, 
the concepts taught in this class are 
useful and fun at the same time.

“I really enjoy how Alice works  
and learning the logic behind computer 
programming. I plan to major in computer  
engineering, so I am confident that 
this course will be helpful in my college  
classes. Mr. Clifft is a phenomenal 
teacher and I would recommend this 
class to everyone,” said Carter.

With Alice’s interface, students 
drag and drop graphic tiles and create 

Clifft’s 
Computer 
Wonderland
by Miss Erin Floyd

commands for the objects they  
have placed. This makes the concept  
of computer programming much  

more accessible, tactile,  
and attractive.

“You start with a  
blank slate, and from 
there you put in an 
environment,” Clifft 
said. “For example, it 
could be a sea or an 
island environment. 
Then you just plug in 
whatever objects you 

want and make a list of instruc-
tions for the object’s behavior. 
You’ll get a cartoon or a game or 
whatever you want. It’s pretty 
fun. The guys get into it and are 
very creative. We’ve also done  
music video projects.”

Since Alice is designed to 
be a student’s first exposure to 
object-oriented programming, 
Clifft feels it is important to  
keep it entertaining.

“There are all kinds of images – 
ogres, cars, houses, princesses, dragons, 
bats, squirrels – it goes on and on,” 
said Clifft. “Instead of actually writing 
every string of code, you’re dragging 
and dropping. It’s a fun way to teach 

kids the basics. If you know the basics, 
you can move on and take whatever 
programming language you want.”

In the spirit of keeping it  
entertaining, MUS students have  
gone the extra mile. 

“The guys know I like the 
Incredible Hulk. One student used Alice 
to recreate the last scene of the movie, 
with the Hulk walking down a road, 
away from the camera, with the movie 
soundtrack playing. It was great – 
totally hilarious,” Clifft said.

Mr. Darin Clifft and Blake Caummisar discuss Alice.

A screen shot of one student’s Alice design,  
a chicken attempting to cross the road

“Instead of actually  
writing every string of 
code, you’re dragging 

and dropping. It’s  
a fun way to teach 

kids the basics.



Look Who’s 
Caught on Camera
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(left to right) M.J. Isbell, Carlton McCord, Kenny 
Johnson, Michael Glenn, and Christian Patterson at 

the Hip Hop Club’s booth on club sign-up day      

The MATHCOUNTS  
team of Baty Daniel,  

Witt Fesmire, Saatvik Mohan, 
Patrick Murphy, Richard Ouyang, 

Daniel Tancredi, Jeffrey Zheng, 
yunhua Zhao, and  

Coach Loyal Murphy

Dennis Parnell, 
Andy Sorenson, 

and Zack Spisak

Richard Twardzik makes a 
 funny face when caught on  

camera studying biology.

Arbre Jones and 
Daniel Garrett  
“audition” for  
chapel speaker  
Frank Beddor,  
author of The 
Looking-Glass  
Wars.

Azeez Shala poses with his father, Dr. Bashar Shala.  
Dr. Shala spoke about Islam during Lower School assembly.

Trip Gibson, Robert Gooch, and Alex Carruthers  
pose outside The Little Tea Shop while  

downtown for a Lower School Model U.N. trip.

Constantine Cui, Conor Miller, Matthias Leung,  
and Tejvir Vaghela at the Chinese Club table booth  

on club sign-up day 
Chase Schoelkopf, Scott Freeburg, and Charlie 

Freeburg load trucks to deliver toys to Eikon Ministries.



Win Duncan in chapel

Student Council President,  
Sherman Tabor, Tucker Colerick, 
Mac McArtor, Luke Parker, and 

Azeez Shala look on during an Open 
House presentation in Lower School.

Preston Shannon 
and the B.B. King 
All Star Orchestra 
performed in chapel. 

Garrott Graham and James Duke

Ambassadors Charlie Freeburg,  
Blake Hennessy, and William Hepner
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TACKY DAY 2011

Carson Smith and Ben Zambetti 
during a ChemClub demonstration
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Shea Gabrielleschi and Chase SchoelkopfBritt Colcolough Healy Fuess
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I       f student organizations work like complex machines, with many parts  

  moving in sync, then it follows that they need capable leaders to make  

  sure they run smoothly.

One such leader 

is eighth grader alex 

Carruthers, the Lower School 

Civic Service Organization 

(CSO) president, who orga-

nizes opportunities for service 

throughout the year with the 

help of Mr. Eddie Batey. 

This year, Carruthers has 

put the wheels in motion to 

get more of the Lower School 

students involved in service. 

One notable event has been 

the police squad car wash at the Tillman Police Station. Also, at a local race earlier 

this year, Carruthers and the rest of the organization cheered and provided water 

at the mile marker.  

“It helps the character of everybody,” Carruthers says of the CSO. “It makes us  

realize we’re not the only people in the world.”

With an enthusiastic president, the lower school CSO has planned new 

events for the spring. The CSO will host a game day event where students from 

inner-city schools are invited to MUS to play recreational games such as dodge 

ball and football with Lower Schoolers. MUS students competed in a Wii tourna-

ment to help raise money to pay for the game day.

“MUS has a tradition of kids coming up with [CSO] activities, and it’s our job 

as sponsors to encourage and generate ideas into successful events,” said Lower 

School Principal Clay Smythe. “When the students are intrinsically motivated, we 

can weigh in on the event’s feasibility. CSO is a lot of fun, increases participation, 

and has a clear end.”

Carruthers said he believes the CSO is good for all students.

“The CSO makes me realize that I’m not better than anybody,” he said. 

“Everyone can help somehow.” 

A network of student leaders and representatives oversee CSO events to 

make sure they run smoothly. andrew elsakr, secretary/treasurer, and Xavier 

Greer, vice president, are eighth graders. Eighth-grade representatives are 

Michael Jacobs, Kamar 

Mack, Preston roberts,  

and Bennett Wilfong. 

Seventh-grade representa-

tives are andrew Green  

and henry Keel.

Still another important 

student organization, Lower 

School Student Council,  

serves the same student body 

as the CSO, and its president, 

eighth-grader Sherman 

Tabor, acts as a student 

liaison to the rest of the MUS 

community. From leading assemblies to giving opinions on school decisions, the 

Student Council president represents all of the Lower School student body.  

“I am proud to have been chosen by my peers to represent them in the 

Lower School Student Council,” Tabor said. “The council is important because students  

like for other students to have a part in making decisions on their behalf.”

Tabor planned the Lower School dance this year, as well as assisting  

with other Lower School events. 

“We want the students to respect how difficult it is to put an event  

together,” Smythe said. “The Student Council has to prioritize and divide up  

all of the responsibilities. I want them to feel the importance of including  

everyone in events.” 

Many other students put in hard work to make the Lower School a fun  

and effective place. Eighth grader Will farnsworth, vice president, helps  

Tabor with his responsibilities, as do other student-elected class officers,  

including eighth-grade representatives Patrick Demere, robert Gooch, 

Selden Montgomery, hays Moreland, Joseph Preston, and Pierce rose; 

and seventh-grade representatives Jackson Dickinson, Matt feuss, Tom 

fowlkes, Philip freeburg, Jalen friendly, Green, Keel, Mac Mcartor, 

Trammel robinson, Parker Sexton, and Kevin Tu.

LEADErS rISING IN ThE EASTLEADErS rISING IN ThE EASTLEADErS rISING IN ThE EAST
by Miss Allie Eiland

Lower School leaders from the Civic Service Organization and Student Council
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Two teachers joined the MUS  

faculty this semester.

Mrs. Susan Quinn, who taught 

mathematics at MUS from 1999-2004, 

has returned to full-time teaching  

once again in the Mathematics 

Department. For the last few years, 

she has been the substitute teacher 

for Mr. John Knaff, whose United 

States Naval Reserve duties take him 

away for days at a time. Quinn holds 

a bachelor of science in education and 

a master’s degree in mathematics from 

Miami University of Ohio. In addition 

to her experience at MUS, she has 

also taught at Braintree High School 

in Massachusetts. 

“It’s great to be back at MUS,” 

said Quinn. “I hope that I can help 

provide the guys with the same excel-

lent education that my sons received 

when they were students here.”

Quinn and her husband, Bob, are 

the parents of Molly, Conor ’03, and 

Patrick Quinn ’01. She will teach  

the Algebra I and Algebra II classes,  

which were taught first semester by 

Mr. Tom Brown, who resigned from  

teaching in late December. 

“We were extremely fortunate 

to have a teacher and a person of 

Mrs. Quinn’s quality available on 

very short notice,” said Mr. Ellis 

Haguewood. “Mrs. Quinn is an 

excellent mathematics instructor, and 

her students responded extremely well 

right away to her teaching style and 

her personality.” 

Mrs. Rebecca Mulroy Keel is 

teaching French this semester while  

Dr. Reginald Dalle takes a medi-

cal leave of absence. A graduate of 

Lambuth University with a master’s 

degree from Middle Tennessee State 

University, Mrs. Keel was a graduate  

teaching associate in French at 

MTSU. She has taught French at John 

Overton High School in Nashville, and 

she worked for a year at a French 

school in St. Tropez, France. She is 

the daughter of a former MUS teacher, 

Mr. Bill Mulroy. 

“I am thrilled to have the oppor-

tunity to work with such talented and 

ambitious young men,” said Keel. “I 

have always held MUS in the highest 

regard, and to finally be a part of the 

team is a dream come true! Dr. Dalle 

has done a great job instilling in the 

students a passion for the French  

language and culture, and I’m excited 

to build upon that. It should be a 

great semester!  Liberté, égalité,  

fraternité…Vive la France!”

Keel recently married Mr. Erin 

Keel, and says she loves photography 

and making music. She plays the 

oboe. “And like any self-respecting 

French teacher, I love cheese!” 

Mr. Haguewood noted, “Mrs. 

Keel’s obvious enthusiasm and love for 

French, along with her organizational 

skills and attention to detail, have 

made for a very smooth transition  

for the students.” 

New Faces in Two Places 

Mrs. Susan Quinn Mrs. Rebecca Keel
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Throughout the six years that I have 

been a student at MUS, so much has 

changed: a new turf football field, Stokes 

Stadium, the digital scoreboard, a newer 

“old” gym, numerous improvements to all 

classrooms, and a new welcome center in 

the library, to name a few. But one thing 

that hasn’t changed is the importance of 

educating younger students about the  

dangers of drugs, tobacco, and alcohol.

Mrs. Bebe Jonakin and the counsel-

ing department understand this need and 

collect a group of juniors and seniors each 

year to lead the Heartbeat organization. 

These leaders are selected based on rec-

ommendations of their peers. This means 

they are known for their decision not to 

use drugs, tobacco, or alcohol, and they  

are willing to share their perspectives 

with younger students. The most 

important qualification for a Heartbeat 

leader is his commitment to abstain 

from using illegal substances. In order 

to be role models for the seventh 

graders they’re counseling, Heartbeat 

leaders must live out their commitment 

in order for younger students to take 

their abstinence message seriously. We 

discuss all of these issues four times 

during the year in a laid-back and fun  

environment, but we remain serious 

and don’t make light of the dangers of 

using chemical substances.

I remember how I felt as a seventh 

grader in these meetings and how  

they helped me decide how I would 

live my high school years at MUS.  

I saw drugs, alcohol, and tobacco use 

as some far-off issue. This experience 

helps me relate to the current Lower 

School students and convey to them the 

importance of making a decision before 

moving into high school. It is much 

easier to make good decisions before 

you are actually presented with the 

temptations.

Heartbeat members include 

(front row, left to right) Carson Smith, 

Forrest Baty, Michael Green, 

Kenny Johnson; (second row) 

Matt Montsinger, William Cross, 

George Ormseth, Victor Cole, 

Scott Freeburg, Joe Hoffsommer; 

(third row) Ross Warner, Charlie 

Freeburg, James Davies, Richard 

Twardzik; Jack Klug, Will 

Forsythe, David Brandon, Kyle 

Anderson; (fourth row) Ben Still and 

not pictured, Chase Schoelkopf.

 

The Heartbeat Organization
by William Cross ’11, Heartbeat Leader

F R O M  T H E  K E M M O N S  W i L S O N  L E A D E R S H i P  D E V E LO P M E N T  &  C O u N S E L i N G  C E N T E R

Richard Twardzik and Ross Warner lead  
a Heartbeat meeting.
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While Joubert penned these words some 200 years ago, they live 

on in the work of students like senior Carson Smith who tutors 

every morning from 7:30-8:10 in the MUS Peer Tutoring program. 

“For six years, I have been reaping the benefits of MUS’s academic prestige, 

but the Peer Tutoring program has given me the opportunity to contribute to that 

academic excellence in a new way,” Smith said. “I have now been on both sides of 

the education process, learning and teaching. As a teacher instead of a student, 

I have gained some insight into the intricacies of helping others learn. Thanks to 

peer tutoring, I have developed important teaching skills such as patience and 

optimism.” 

Smith is one of ten 

upperclassmen currently 

working as tutors, providing a 

link between the classroom and 

home. These tutors are able to 

work with their peers to review 

class material in a comfortable 

atmosphere. 

“Peer tutoring has helped 

me tremendously with various topics and studies,” said one student who is being 

tutored. “Every week, I enjoy meeting with my tutor. He is not only a tutor, he has 

become my friend.”

  The peer tutors meet regularly with me and I determine which students 

need help and in what subjects. Not all students wait for me to seek them out; 

some ask for help in all classes, including accelerated. I assign peer tutors based 

on who best meets the needs of each student. Tutoring can occur before or after 

school, as well as during a free period.  

Another student benefiting from peer tutoring said, “I needed tutoring in 

New Testament, and that subject is not something someone can just sit down and 

explain to you. It requires alterations in your study methods, and that’s just what 

my tutor provided.”   

Another tutor, senior Max Sheppard, said, “Peer tutoring is a way to reach 

out to the students at MUS who are looking to make the best grades they possibly 

can. It is a fun experience for both sides of the spectrum. The tutors get to learn 

what it is like to teach, and the students get to meet new people.’’

In addition to Smith and Sheppard, seniors Mac armour, forrest Baty, 

Chris Carter, alex Jarratt, a.J. Kharbanda, Joey Notowich, Joel Saslawsky, 

and J.P. Wheeler; juniors Scott freeburg, Michael Green, Daniel Mcleod, 

Mark Sorenson, and Nate Utkov; and sophomores Chris fielder, amit Shah, 

and Sam Shankman regularly work as peer tutors. They spend anywhere from 

THE PEER TuTORiNG PROGRAM
 by Mrs. Bebe Jonakin
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one to five hours each week helping students they tutor. The number of students 

assigned to each tutor varies. During the fall semester, more than 40 students 

worked with a peer tutor in almost every subject, especially English and math. 

Carter summarized it this way: “I tutor because I want to give back to MUS. I had a 

peer tutor, and now I am one. I tutor because I love it.” 

This is an incredible program because the tutors not only help their peers, 

but also incorporate good study habits, and emphasize the importance of having 

a good work ethic. It is a humbling experience for me to see the tutors get excited 

about the improvement they see in the students they help. I truly believe in the 

work these tutors are doing.

This is an experience not soon forgotten, according to Matt Williams ’10,  

who led the program last year. He said MUS set the foundation for everything 

he has accomplished, and he owes a lot of his success to the peer tutoring 

program. He is also incorporating his peer tutoring skills with some of the 

cadets at the Air Force Academy.  

The tutors help with organizational skills and test preparation. They also 

review various methods of study. Sometimes the student just needs someone 

to quiz him or to offer friendly words of encouragement. 

Students become peer tutors through an application process with the 

Kemmons Wilson Leadership Development and Counseling Center. A good peer 

tutor should have the personality to motivate and the expertise to relate that 

knowledge to others. For more information about the Peer Tutoring program, 

please contact me at (901) 260-1335.

Insights

Max Sheppard and Zack Spisak

“To teach  
is to learn 

twice.”  
Joseph Joubert, 18th century French essayist and moralist
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e Seniors began receiving admissions 
decision letters this spring. When a student is 
accepted, deferred, or denied at any school,  
he needs to notify the College Counseling  
Office and bring a copy of his admissions  
decision letter for our files. If he receives  
scholarship offers, he should bring us a copy  
of the scholarship award letter as well. 

For families interested in need-based 
financial aid or the Tennessee Hope Scholarship, you must fill out a 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) form. The application 
is available online at fafsa.ed.gov and should be completed as soon 
as possible. Many private schools require you to complete the College 
Scholarship Service (CSS) ® Profile in addition to the FAFSA in order to  
be considered for financial aid. The CSS Profile can be found online at 
collegeboard.com.

For juniors, the college application process is just beginning.  
Junior year is a very important time when it comes to college admission. 
Now is the time for your son to begin thinking seriously about what he 
wants in a college and which college will be the best fit for him. Begin 
researching colleges and planning some visits, if possible. Use Naviance 
Family Connection to help with your research and to create a tentative 
college application list. Naviance is available online through the College 
Counseling page on the MUS website. 

All juniors must take both the SAT Reasoning Test and the ACT  
with writing at least once during the junior year. Register online at  
collegeboard.com to take the SAT Reasoning Test offered May 7, 2011. 
Registration deadline is April 8. Juniors are also encouraged to take the 
ACT with writing test. The next test will be offered June 11, 2011, which 

has a registration deadline of May 6. Online registration is available at act.
org. Most colleges will not accept an ACT score without the writing score. 
After your son has taken each test once, we will be able to decide which he 
should take again and whether he would benefit from tutoring. Juniors should 
also consider taking the SAT II Subject Tests. The next test is offered on May 7, 
with a registration deadline of April 8. These tests are optional, but are advised for 
students who have excelled in an AP course. Registration and information about 
subject tests may be found at collegeboard.com.

Each junior will meet with his college counselor at least once before 
the end of the school year. Before the first meeting, the junior survey on 
Naviance Family Connection must be completed. After we have met with 
your son, you will receive a letter detailing some of our observations and 
suggestions. We will be happy to meet with parents in April or May, once  
we have met with your son. We encourage parents to call or e-mail the 
College Counseling Office with any questions. 

We ask that you complete the Parent Insights Form on Naviance  
Family Connection by the end of the school year. Parent Insights is a  
valuable resource that allows us to get to know your son better as an  
individual and gives us information to use when suggesting colleges and 
writing recommendations. Please contact the College Counseling Office at 
(901) 260-1332, if you have forgotten your username or password, or if  
you need any assistance with Naviance. 

Our Morning Joe College Chats continue through April and are  
held on the last Monday of every month from 8:00 to 9:00 a.m. in  
Mr. Brian K. Smith’s office. Please join us on Monday, March 28 or  
Monday, April 25, if you have any questions or if you would just like  
to chat with us about the college admissions process. Contact  
Mrs. Marge Roosa at (901) 260 -1332 or marge.roosa@musowls.org  
to reserve your place.

Corner: Senior Decisions and Junior Tests
by Ms. Katherine Broer Parr, Assistant Director of College Counseling

Insights

30
Ins ide  MUS

March 2011

Did you know? 
You may purchase sports  
pictures from Jerry Gallik  

(our sports photographer).  

Check out his website:  

www.musowls.photoreflect.com

and music or theater pictures 

from Charles Wayne Harrell  

(our arts photographer) at  

www.showtymestudio.com.

Do you have high-res photos 

of MUS activities or events?

 Upload them to our Owl Dropbox:

https://dropbox.yousendit.com/Owl-Dropbox

You may see them in our publications or websites!

When submitting a photograph, include the students’  

names, grades, and the name and date of the event.

Contact the Communications Office at (901) 260-1348 or  

editor@musowls.org if you have any questions.
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Soon after Homecoming decorations were put away, Chalmers and Steve 

Valentine, hospitality chairs; Claudia and Tom Twardzik, Upper School 

hospitality chairs; and Nancy and Lowell Hays, Lower School hospitality  

chairs, began planning their next events. A faculty and staff favorite is the PA 

tradition of showing appreciation with delicious refreshments during the busy 

December exam week. Thank you to everyone who helped with this effort.  

Let us know if you would like to help with this in May.

Beth and Stan Caummisar, exchange student chairs, are enjoying their role 

as “mom and dad” to our foreign exchange student, Peter Gill. They report that 

he is happy, well, and a delightful guest. Special thanks to the families who have 

graciously opened their homes as hosts to 

Peter during first semester. They are Connie 

and Tom Scott, Dorrie and Bert Szymkowicz, 

Abby and Mark Montsinger, Terri and Jeff 

Jarratt, Lou and Jerry Martin, Beth and Stan 

Caummisar, and Patty and Tom Schoelkopf.

Spirit Sales are through the roof… 

largely due to the “spirit” of sports  

coordinators, Karen and Larry Klawinski, 

and Lauren and Myron Boswell, and  

countless enthusiastic volunteers. They have 

sold record-breaking amounts of merchan-

dise, including selling more than 400 units 

of a single item: the MUS Nike Dri-Fit shorts 

(with pockets) can now be found in more than 60 percent of MUS households. 

Look for them at special events or visit the Schaeffer Bookstore.

Kristi and Keith Collins, communication and parent education chairs, are 

thrilled about the very successful introduction of the bi-monthly Lower School 

Dads’ Coffee – a wonderful opportunity for dads to get together and exchange 

ideas. Feedback from the well-attended coffees has been great and plans are 

underway to expand this program to the Upper School.

Jackie and Tyler Shawkey, phonathon chairs, and more than 60 volunteers 

worked the phones at an outstanding Parent Phonathon in October, raising funds 

for the very important Annual Fund. Tuition covers only 75 percent of the operat-

ing costs at MUS. The Annual Fund exists to make up the difference and enhance 

the MUS experience for all. Cynthia and Mike Cross, fundraising chairs, were a 

huge help with the Phonathon and continue their work with the Development 

Office and parent donors.

The theater productions of The Drowsy 

Chaperone and NeoVox: a revue, featured  

talented, hilarious, and very well-fed casts 

and crews, thanks to the efforts of arts coordinators Terri and Jeff Jarratt.  

They and their volunteers also handled ticket sales. Make plans now to attend 

Treasure Island in April.

Suki and John Carson (12th), Annie and Jerry Lee (11th), Arifa and Ahsan 

Kathawala (10th), Nada and Scott Fountain (9th), Jennifer and Keith Merriman 

(8th), and Catherine and Pat Nelson (7th) have opened their homes to be hosts 

for the annual grade-level parent parties.

Thank you to them and to the many  

volunteers who worked so hard to make these 

events a great success. Grade representatives 

have organized many other informal parent 

gatherings. Coffees, brunches, lunches, prayer 

groups, and even a father and son hunter 

safety class were all wonderful opportunities 

to spend time together. Contact your grade 

representative to get involved: Mary and 

Jimmy Edwards (12th), Avery and Frederick 

Dale (11th), Cindy and Bob Hoehn (10th), 

Beth and Kimbrough Taylor (9th), Alice  

and Jeff Wright (8th), and Tracy and  

Rocky Anthony (7th).

MUS hosted the traditional October Lower School Grandfathers’ Breakfast, 

but the grandparents’ chairs, Leigh Ann and Phil Stevenson, had something  

brand new up their sleeves for Lower School grandmothers this year – a special 

gathering on campus, including time with grandsons.

Tonja and David Reid (secretaries) and Susan and Mark Weaver (treasurers)  

provided valuable information for the January PA board meeting and continue to 

oversee administrative functions. Nada and Scott Fountain, membership chairs, 

have been busy compiling membership forms and distributing the lists that are 

used to call on volunteers. They update these lists as new members join, and it is 

not too late to add your name. If you would like to become more involved at MUS, 

please contact Nada and Scott (901-374-0979), Ann Laughlin, director of alumni 

and parent programs (901-260-1350) or any member of the PA board of directors.
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Your Parent Association in Action
by Linda and Louie Sheppard, Parents’ Association Co-Chairs

Parents’ Association

Mrs. Leslie and Mr. Bryan Darr, Parent Phonathon volunteers

Mrs. Linda and Mr. Louie Sheppard
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Memphis University School is a college-preparatory school dedicated to academic excellence and the  
development of well-rounded young men of strong moral character, consistent with the school’s Christian tradition.
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Upcoming Events*
March
10 end of Third Quarter
11-18 spring Break
21 grades Recorded, Fourth Quarter Begins
25 national honor society induction
25-26 Varsity Tennis national high school Tournament

April
2 Varsity Tennis Regionals Begin
8-11 spring Play: Treasure island
13 special Awards and honor societies induction night
22 school Closed: good Friday
27 senior Class Picnic; lower school Track shelby  
 league Championships Begin
29 last Day of Classes for seniors

May
2 AP and senior exams Begin
13-14 Varsity lacrosse semifinals and Finals
18 end of Fourth Quarter (1/2 day schedule)
19 Underclassmen exams Begin
26 last Day of school (1/2 day)
30 school Closed: Memorial Day

* For a complete listing of all MUS events, please visit 
www.musowls.org and go to our online calendar.

Treasure Island

April 8-11
7:30 p.m.
Hyde Chapel
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