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Inside MUS
by Mr. Clay Smythe ’85, Lower School Principal

As he shook the hands of Mr. Ellis Haguewood and
Mr. Bob Loeb ’73 at our recent graduation, all I could
do was shake my head. That boy had come a long way.
“The days are long, but the years are short. …”
rang in my ears. It is a familiar phrase to those of us in
the academic profession who train up young people in
the way they should go. With that particular boy, the
days surely were long – the days in seventh grade, the
days in eighth grade, the academic warning meetings,
and the repeated phone calls and e-mails detailing the
academic malaise and lethargy of the lad who looked
like Pete Townshend’s inspiration for his legendary
lyrics to “Teenage Wasteland.” Yes, those were the days.
But not this day, for today, the lad had arrived at
the commencement exercises having survived the
gauntlet to become an alumnus.
He was not alone in his circuitous road. He boasted
a trail of parents, teachers, coaches, counselors, and
study-buddies in his wake. He and others, one by one,
strutted their time upon the graduation stage, arriving
together on this glorious day peppered about among
the honor students before a great crowd of witnesses.
If only all of the supporting casts could fit onto the
platform alongside these fellows, for they all deserved
those handshakes as well.
It’s the idea with schools … kids growing up. While
the mystery unfolds uniquely with each boy and his
story, it is still a marvel that these former 12-year-old
messes turn out to be acceptable to established colleges
and universities, each boy accumulating an enviable
pedigree earned through countless hours of blood,
sweat, and tears. The six years at MUS had done a
number of these boys good like no other school
probably would have. No other school would have
held them accountable or repeatedly and meticulously
corrected the minutia required to establish the
necessary fundamentals for future success.
As their names were called, family and friends
at Second Presbyterian Church celebrated the annual
rite of passage with the familiar nostalgia families
experience. However, the faculty and administration
seated in the choir loft saw quite another story.
As we sat facing the congregation, our opposite
perspective of the day’s events illustrated the unique
vantage we’ve exercised over the years of seeing the
process in reverse with parents and grandparents in the
background, as we experience the boys growing forward.
It is a bizarre dynamic of past and present, of processes
and places along a student’s journey. We get the
opportunity to see this precarious and precious evolution,
and the metamorphosis never ceases to humble me.
Among the many illustrations made by the
baccalaureate and graduation speakers that day, James
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Thurber’s “Interview with a Lemming,” as provided
by Mr. Haguewood, stayed with me. The headmaster
alluded to the short story’s basic moral: Every man
should strive to know what he’s running from, what he’s
running to, and why he’s running in the first place.
How some of those boys ran away from their
few responsibilities back then, I thought, and how
far they have come with accepting their increased
responsibilities as they now prepare to leave home.
The Lower School faculty, in particular, saw the
day’s events in a unique light. Those boys who once
graced our halls as youngsters were no longer little
boys. Those who excelled those five and six years ago
overwhelmingly continued the same trajectory. They
demonstrated a keen ability over their time at MUS
to know what to run from, what to run to, and that
running toward their goals of academic and extracurricular success would take tremendous discipline
and dedication.
In contrast were those who, during those five
and six years ago, were inconsistent, immature, and
unpredictable – “Teenage Wasteland.” There were
a lot of those boys then who were disorganized,
narcissistic, or smelly. One by one, as the 18- and
19-year-old versions of these guys received their
diplomas, having shed their crusty “Smells of Teen
Spirit,” we teachers saw the mist of time evaporate if
only for a moment. Here the boys were now, strong,
maturing, able, thoughtful, with many having achieved
various academic and extracurricular successes when
all bets were off half a decade ago. The works in
progress had indeed progressed.
The moral of this story: Not all begin life at
MUS on an even playing field, by both nature and
nurture. To some, school comes relatively easy. To
others, chutzpah is their default strength. However,
those blessed with brains need repetitive discipline
to finish well, and, in contrast, those with more
modest intellectual abilities can achieve great success
as well through determination and discipline. For all,
it is hard work, repetitive work, seemingly unending
at times. We know. They are held to a higher
standard than that of their peers in other schools. But
our system works for these boys. As a matter of fact,
our bread and butter seems to be those boys who
require more of our time and effort, more of our love.
Pushed through their laziness, avoidance, fear, and
adolescent funk, they can arrive on the same stage
with the National Merit and high-achievement boys.
It’s truly a beautifully encouraging sight.
Now there are only four years of college, two
to six years of post-grad studies for some, and a few
jobs to go. Then we’ll all see just how worthwhile
this school really is in securing the foundations and
launching its boys into the dynamic world, a world in
desperate need of virtuous, honorable men. Bets are
on that these boys will become the leading men MUS
historically produces. Take that, Pete Townshend!
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Beg To Differ in the Big Apple continued from page 1

(front row, from left) Ashish Nathani, Jake Rudolph, Fraser
Humphreys, Nathan Feler, Tripp Crews, (middle row, from left)
Sam Shankman, Cameron Crawford, Ryan Turner, Ross Warner,
Lane Sally, (back row, from left) Eli Goldstein, John Edwards,
Christian Patterson, Evan Baker, and Gray Manhein displayed
their awards from the New York City Music Heritage Festival.
(not pictured: Matt Montsinger and Jinyin Roachell)

Members of the group
include seniors Evan
Baker, Crawford, Manhein,
Rudolph, and Ryan Turner;
juniors John Edwards, Matt
Montsinger, and Jianyin
Roachell; sophomores
Nathan Feler, Eli Goldstein,
Ashish Nathani, Christian
Patterson, Lane Sally, and
Ross Warner; and freshmen
Tripp Crews, Humphreys,
and Sam Shankman. Mr.
Flip Eikner ’77, English
instructor, served as a
stage presence coach and
chaperone for the trip.

TIP of the Hat

Winning Writer

Mr. Ellis Haguewood and Brad Ringel

by Miss Merrilee Kessler

E

ach year, several Lower School students try their hand at taking the ACT or
the SAT as part of the Duke University Talent Identification Program (TIP).

Duke identifies students who score in the 95th percentile or above on a

grade-level achievement test while they are in either fifth or sixth grade. In their
seventh-grade year, Duke asks these students to take either the ACT or the SAT.
Seventh graders Richard Ouyang and Yunhua Zhao received Grand
Recognition for their high level of achievement from Duke TIP. State recognition
was awarded to Ouyang and Zhao along with seventh graders Mitchell Apollonio,
Marvin Banks, Ashish Kumar, Kamar Mack, Nicholas Manley, Max Meyer,
Nevin Naren, Jerry Oates, Joseph Preston, Matt Stephens, Corwin Vinson,
and Zach Walker. The students qualifying for recognition were acknowledged in an
awards ceremony in Nashville where they were invited to participate in various summer
programs organized by the program’s Center for Summer Studies.
The Duke TIP seeks to identify academically advanced students and provide
them with opportunities for summer enrichment, learning tools, and online classes.
This experience allows Lower School students to prepare for the challenge of later
applying to colleges. It also provides students with summer activities that will further
their education.
Mrs. Catherine Schuhmacher, Lower School counselor, praised the students
for their achievements.
“It is exciting to have such high-achieving students and fun to see the kids
interested and motivated to succeed,” she said. “Their high scores show that they
come to MUS with outstanding ability, and our goal is to help them realize their
strengths and help them reach their full potential.”

Senior Brad Ringel turned his experiences working
as a camp counselor for children with disabilities into an
award-winning essay titled “Tikkun Olam,” which is Hebrew
for “repairing the world through charity or acts of kindness.”
Ringel won the Emanuel Klein Memorial Essay
Contest, which is sponsored by Temple Israel and held
annually for seniors graduating from the synagogue’s
religious school program.
“I was surprised and honored when I won the
contest,” he said. “I did not expect to win, and I was glad
that I could share my experience with others.”
Ringel wrote about his work the last four summers
at Camp Dream Street, a one-week camp held in Utica, MS.
His essay focused on his relationship with Xavious, the first
camper he met. Xavious suffers from cerebral palsy, and
Ringel’s essay described the daily routine he and Xavious
developed together. It included simple day-to-day activities, such as eating, getting dressed, and participating in
horseback riding, swimming, and basketball. Ringel wrote
that he ultimately realized the life lessons he learned from
working with Xavious, as well as how important giving back
to the community has become to him.
“I learned not only how I could make someone’s life
better, but, more important, I discovered the greater
influence that this individual could have on my own life,”
Ringel said.
Ringel, who will be attending The University of Texas
in Austin, received a small grant from Temple Israel to be
used toward his college education.
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All-Around All-Stars
Seniors Andrew Chinn, Will Taylor, and Colin
Thomas competed against dozens of other students in the

Thomas, a top student and exceptional science scholar,
won the science category, becoming the second consecutive

Mid-South to be named

winner in this category from

Academic All-Stars by The

MUS. Thomas was captain

Commercial Appeal.

of the Science Bowl team,

Chinn, who will be

a founding member of the

headed to Duke University

Upper School Science

in the fall, was named the

Olympiad team, and a past

overall winner in math. A

president of ChemClub. He

National Merit Finalist

is a member of the Cum

and an AP Scholar with

Laude Society, National

Distinction, Chinn is a

Honor Society, National

member of the math team,

Latin Honor Society,

the varsity football team,
the Cum Laude Society,
National Latin Honor

(front row, from left) Wade Laycook, Mr. Kent Wunderlich ’66,
Andrew Chinn, Will Taylor, (back row, from left) Cliff Guyton, Matt Williams,
Colin Thomas, Michael Lewandowski, Emmett Montgomery

Society, and Quill and
Scroll. Thomas runs the

Society, National History Honor Society, and co-president

high hurdles (110-meter) and the intermediate hurdles

of Mu Alpha Theta.

(300-meter) for the varsity track team and is also a member

Taylor won the history category. He is a National Merit
Finalist, Presidential Scholar Semifinalist, and member of

of the varsity bowling team. He will attend Vanderbilt
University this fall.

the National Honor Society, Cum

To reward their success,

Laude Society, History Honor

Mr. Kent Wunderlich ’66, who

Society, Latin Honor Society, and

represented Financial Federal Savings

Mu Alpha Theta. During his senior

Bank, presented Chinn, Taylor, and

year, he presided over the History

Thomas with $500 certificates of

Club and was co-captain of both

deposit (CD) in addition to the $250

the Knowledge Bowl and Quiz

CD awarded to them by MUS.

Bowl teams. Taylor will be attending

Eight MUS seniors, including

Princeton University in the fall.

Chinn, Taylor, and Thomas, were

“I was honored to win,” Taylor

weekly winners in eight categories
during the 2009-10 school year. Cliff

said. “I felt that the interview went
well, but I was still surprised to win

Will Taylor, Colin Thomas, and Andrew Chinn

the entire thing. The MUS History
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National History Honor

Guyton won for general scholarship,
Wade Laycook wowed the judges

Department is incredible, and Mr. Perkins is a fantastic mentor.

to win for English, Michael Lewandowski’s talent in art

I’ve gotten to know him well through the History Club and

earned him a weekly win, Emmett Montgomery won his

classes. I’m confident that my knowledge base formed by him

week for foreign languages, and Matt Williams won for music.

and other faculty members will help me at Princeton.”

Each weekly winner received a $250 CD from the school.
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by Miss Lilly Rice

During this year’s Knowledge Bowl
competition, senior Sam Ferguson
was on a roll. Then, a question about
organ cloning and insulin deficiencies
stumped him. After a premature buzzin and an incorrect answer of “fish oil
pills,” he eagerly waited for a chance
to redeem himself. Two questions
later, the team was asked about medicines used to lower the risk of a heart
attack. With a huge grin across his
face, Ferguson buzzed in and gave the
same answer a second try. Much to his
team’s satisfaction, he was correct.
And, from that day on, Ferguson
and his teammates knew the connection between fish oil pills and the
human heart.
Senior Will Taylor, who, along
with senior Jon Kastan, was
co-captain of this year’s team said
moments like that make Knowledge
Bowl exciting and meaningful.
“To me, Knowledge Bowl is a great
way to test how much I already know
and to see how much I still need to
learn,” Taylor said. “And while it’s a
great way to learn a lot of fascinating
facts, it’s definitely the camaraderie
that makes Knowledge Bowl what it is.”
This year, the MUS team answered
their way through questions on current events, history, literature, and
science, eventually making their way
to the third round of the interdisciplinary academic competition. MUS
was one of 32 teams from the Shelby
County area to participate in the event
In addition to Ferguson, Kastan,
and Taylor, the Knowledge Bowl team
included seniors Wade Laycook and
Colin Thomas.

(sitting, from left) Blake Hennessy, Scooter Taylor, William Hepner, (standing, from left) Jordan Keesee,
Britt Colcolough, Henry Dickinson, and Quay Stallworth

A Council to “Like”
by Miss Lilly Rice

Newly-elected members of the Student Council have set high expectations for the
coming year and are already planning ways to enhance student life.
“All of the students serving on next year’s council are approachable and have
demonstrated that they’re willing to work,” said Mr. John Cady ’69, director of Student Life.
“The student body has called on them to serve the school, and I know they can
find creative ways to enrich the MUS experience.”
Each year, council members organize entertaining events for the student body,
but their responsibilities do not stop there. Executive members control student affairs,
acting as liaisons between the student body and the faculty. The council also
manages morning chapel services, hall cleanliness, school elections, and the lostand-found department.
“To me, the Student Council is the face of the
student body,” said Scooter Taylor, newly elected
Student Council president. “It’s our job to speak for the
students and help their wishes fit the administration’s
regulations. And, of course, the executives must be
willing to work together to accomplish our goals.”
Executive members of the Student Council
include Blake Hennessy, vice president; Britt
Colcolough, commissioner of student athletics; Quay
Stallworth, commissioner of student welfare; Jordan
Keesee, commissioner of special activities; William
Hepner, commissioner of social events; and Henry
Scooter Taylor served snow cones to his
Dickinson, secretary-treasurer.
fellow students with the help of his
Joining the executive members are newly-elected
mother, Mrs. Valerie Taylor (far left), and
Ms. Tracy Bean (middle), his aunt, at the class representatives: juniors Matt Montsinger,
pre-election Student Council Block Party. Joey Notowich, Philip Overton, Jianyin Roachell,
Ben Roberts, and Billy Simco; sophomores Edward
Francis, John Grayson, Jake Greenstein, Lee Marshall, Ross Warner, and Andrew
Wilensky; freshmen Selby Austin, Derrick Baber, Dustin Conway, Andrew Miller,
David Montgomery, Sam Moore, and James Rantzow; and eighth graders Lucas
Crenshaw, Patrick DiMento, Chris Galvin, Trey Moore, James Prather, Nick
Schwartz, and Malik Smith. Seventh graders Patrick Demere, Will Farnsworth,
Robert Gooch, Selden Montgomery, Hays Moreland, Joseph Preston, Pierce Rose,
and Sherman Tabor were elected to the Lower School Student Council.
Just days after elections, they created and launched the Memphis University School
Student Council Facebook page. Judging by the page’s activity, the student body will
“like” the 2010-11 Student Council.
Inside MUS
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Gold Medal Goodness
When this year’s National Latin Exam results came
in, sophomore Nicholas Rouse felt as if a weight had
been lifted.
“I was definitely relieved,” Rouse said.
Rouse, along with eighth graders Salman Haque
and Samuel Ostrow, each made perfect scores on the
National Latin Exam, Rouse for Latin III and Haque and
Ostrow for Latin I.
“I was pretty sure that I had made a perfect score
since I had asked my Latin teachers about all of the
questions about which I was unsure, and their answers
were consistent with mine; however, I couldn’t rule out
the possibility that I had missed one somewhere, so I was
glad when the results finally arrived,” Rouse said.
There were only 568 perfect scores nationwide this
year, out of more than 149,000 examinees, which means
less than 1/100 of one percent made a perfect score.
Haque, Ostrow, and Rouse aren’t the only MUS students
with reason to celebrate. In fact, 86 students earned a
summa cum laude (gold medal) distinction, an increase
from 79 the previous year. Thirty-seven students earned
a maxima cum laude (silver medal) distinction, 22 earned
a magna cum laude (bronze medal) distinction, and 16
earned a cum laude distinction.
A student must score in the top ten percent
nationally to earn a summa cum laude distinction and
in the top 20 percent for maxima cum laude.
Seniors James Arnold, Andrew Chinn, and
Conner Davis each earned their fifth consecutive summa
cum laude distinction, and juniors Elliott Collins, Wells
Prather, Jianyin Roachell, Mason Soun, Kevin
Szymkowicz, Richard Twardzik, David Ursic, J.P.
Wheeler, and Ben Zambetti earned their fourth
consecutive summa cum laude.
Mr. Ryan Sellers, Latin instructor, said he was
pleased with the results.
“The results are a testament to the sophistication of
our students and their enthusiasm for the language and
culture of the ancient Romans,” Sellers said. “Latin is
certainly a challenging language, and the fact that we
had so many students score at such a high level speaks
well for the overall depth of the MUS student body.”
The National Latin Exam is offered each spring under
the joint sponsorship of the American Classical League
and the National Junior Classical League. Latin students
from all 50 states, along with students from 13 other
countries, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, China, Italy, Japan,
Mexico, Mozambique, New Zealand, Poland, Switzerland,
the United Kingdom, and Zimbabwe, took the exam.

by Clint Montgomery ’11 and Kevin Szymkowicz ’11

S

pring break was anything but a break for students who attended the 2010
Youth In Government (YIG) conference in Nashville.
On March 12, the first weekend of spring break, 27 MUS students along
with about 800 other Tennessee high school students invaded the Tennessee
Capitol. There, armed with bills, books, and a drive to debate, these students
experienced American government firsthand as part of the YMCA Youth In
Government program.
Each delegation, consisting of two or three students, researched an issue
facing Tennessee today and composed their own bill to address it, a bill the
group presented to either the House or the Senate.
Students debated each bill using proper parliamentary procedure and
then voted on whether to pass each one. Bills successful in both the House
and the Senate faced the governor’s scrutiny, where their ultimate fate was
decided. From lobbyists to motions, students enacted every detail of the
American law-making process to fulfill the YIG program’s declaration that
“democracy must be learned by every generation.”
MUS, as always, sent a powerful contingent, and several students were
elected to major offices, won awards, and guided debate throughout the conference. Those elected will serve their positions during the 2010-11 school year.
Junior Clint Montgomery will be the speaker of the Red House, junior Mason
Soun will serve as speaker of the Blue House, junior Richard Twardzik will be
the speaker pro tempore of the Red House, and junior Kevin Szymkowicz will
serve as floor leader of the Red House. To top it off, junior Clifton Jordan will
represent MUS and the state as the Tennessee governor.
“Being elected governor was a great feeling, but I was surprised when I
won,” Jordan said. “No matter how hard you have worked or how people have
responded to you over the week, thoughts of failure can still creep in. But
now that I have been elected governor, I am looking forward to working with
young, up-and-coming leaders of Tennessee so that we can develop in order to
one day lead this great state.”
In addition to elected positions, students accrued other honors. Senior
Cameron Crawford was lauded as an Outstanding Delegate, earning him a
seat at the National Youth In Government Conference. Twardzik was honored
as well, earning a spot on the National Convention’s secondary attendance list.
The YIG Bowl team, composed of seniors Andrew Chinn and Josh Feler
along with Montgomery and Soun, swept through the preliminary rounds only
to suffer a harrowing defeat at the hands of Hume
Fogg High School.
Led by Government Club faculty adviser Mr.
Jonathan Large, the students returned to Memphis
with a new understanding of state affairs.
“I was particularly proud of the hard
work that the MUS students
put into the conference,” Large
said. “That work paid off since
we had five students elected
officers for next year’s conference.”
Kevin Szymkowicz
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Clint Montgomery

Quiz Bowlers have a Ball
by Miss Lilly Rice

If

you’re full of random information and you’re willing to dress up like KISS, make-up included, then you’d fit right in with
the Quiz Bowl teams.
Unlike several Memphis area schools, MUS does not offer a specific Quiz Bowl course. Participation is completely voluntary,
and there are no prerequisites to join.
“The boys are involved in so many activities that it is nearly impossible to have such stringent requirements,” said Mr. Darin
Clifft, mathematics instructor and one of three Quiz Bowl coaches. “So, we practice whenever we can and just have a good time.
The success we have is a testament to the general
education students receive at MUS.”
There’s no doubt that the teams are full of
passion, and, according to Wade Laycook, their
enthusiasm comes from working with Clifft.
“Mr. Clifft’s enthusiasm is contagious,” Laycook
said. “There’s never a time when he’s not smiling or
making a joke. He really makes Quiz Bowl an
enjoyable experience.”
Clifft’s excitement is best demonstrated by
the team’s festive participation at this year’s Ole
Miss Brain Brawl Tournament, which was held on
Halloween. For the MUS team, it wasn’t a question
of whether they would participate in costume, but
rather, what costumes to wear. The team decided
that they would dress up like KISS, and they did just
Clint Montgomery
that. They also managed to make their way to the
finals, losing by only one question.
But it’s not all fun and games for the two teams
led by Clifft and fellow coaches Mr. Jonathan Large,
history and social studies instructor, and Mr. Doug
Perkins, chairman of the History Department. Victory
(front row, from left) Sam Ferguson, Mr. Darin Clifft, Colin Thomas, (lying across front row) Jon Kastan,
is also an integral part of the Quiz Bowl experience.
(standing, from left) Will Taylor, and Wade Laycook made up the A-team.
This past year, the Quiz Bowlers, who are fierce competitors, had one of their most successful seasons.
“We always have fun at tournaments, and often
times, other teams do not take us seriously,” Clifft
said. “But, much to their dismay, we went on to
win two of the four tournaments in which we
participated this year.”
While customized team shirts and elaborate
costumes have turned some heads throughout the
season, Nicholas Rouse said last minute answers
have also caused a stir.
“I was completely in the dark on a question
and correctly guessed King Edward VIII at the Quiz
Bowl tournament at MUS,” he said. “I also correctly
answered the last question in an elimination round
when we were tied with another team.”
Members of the 2009-10 Quiz Bowl teams
include seniors Andrew Chinn, Klaus Garcia, Sam
Ferguson, Trip Freeburg, Jon Kastan, Laycook, Will
Taylor, and Colin Thomas; juniors Daniel Garrett,
Aaditya Malhotra, Anand Patel; and sophomores
(front row, from left) Carson House, Nicholas Rouse, Jackson Darr, Ashish Nathani, (back row, front left) Daniel Garrett,
Max Barzel, Jackson Darr, Eli Goldstein, Carson
Eli Goldstein, Max Barzel, and Aaditya Malhotra made up the B-team.
House, Ashish Nathani, Rouse, and Mark Sorensen.
(not pictured: Andrew Chinn, Trip Freeburg, Klaus Garcia, Anand Patel, and Mark Sorensen)
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Selected as new Ambassadors for the 2010-11 school year are: (front row, from left)
John Newman, Michael Green, Edward Francis, (second row, from left) Ross Warner,
John Grayson, Trip Underwood, Will Forsythe, Daniel Harris,
(third row, from left) Thomas Threlkeld, Drew Stevenson, Joe Hoffsommer, Charlie
Freeburg, Wil Hergenrader, (fourth row, from left) Anthony Hodges, Britt Colcolough,
Andrew Wilensky, Garrott Graham, and Jake Greenstein
(not pictured: George Ormseth and Jack Shawkey)

Maj. Mike Singer (center), admissions liaison officer for the U.S. Air
Force Academy, presented seniors Matt Williams (left) and Franklin
Martin (right) with appointments to the academy. Singer said that,
over the course of four years, the value of each appointment is
equivalent to $415,000 in scholarships.

Volunteer Mid-South named
junior Clifton Jordan its Youth
Volunteer of the Year for his
work with United Way of
the Mid-South. He has been
an active member of the
Youth United Way Leadership
Program for more than two
years, and, in May of 2009,
he was elected executive
board chairman of Youth
United Way.
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Returning as Ambassadors for the 2010-11 school year are: (front row, from left)
Aaron Wolf, Jianyin Roachell, Billy Simco, William Hepner,
(second row, from left) James Davies, Clint Montgomery, Kevin Szymkowicz,
Hunter McLendon, Forrest Baty, Clifton Jordan,
(third row from left) Joey Notowich, Chase Schoelkopf, Jack Klug,
Scooter Taylor, and Kenny Johnson
(not pictured: Shea Gabrielleschi, Blake Hennessy, Matt Montsinger,
Ben Roberts, and Whit Thornton)

The Lower School MathCounts team of (from left) Matthew Gayoso,
Garret Sullivan, Richard Ouyang, and William Lamb placed first in the
state in the Tennessee MathCounts Competition.

Senior Will Taylor and junior Clint Montgomery won awards from
the Classical Association of the Middle West and South
for their entries in this year’s translation contest. Both students
did an exceptional job rendering a Tibullus poem into the
best English they could in one hour.

Science
Stars
by Miss Lilly Rice

When senior Colin Thomas heard the Lower
School was bringing back Science Olympiad, he said he
was immediately intrigued and determined to become
a part of the experience. Unfortunately, he was a few
years too old to join.
At the time, Mr. Wayne Mullins and Mrs. Analice
Sowell, both science instructors, were busy concluding
the inaugural season of the Lower School team. And,
while the idea of an Upper School team was in the
works, Thomas’ enthusiasm was a few years too early.
“At the beginning of the school year, I asked
Mr. Mullins if he would be willing to start an Upper
School team,” Thomas said. “He encouraged me to start
the team myself and said he would help me as much
as possible. So, I began recruiting members and
assigning events.”
Now, MUS has three teams: the Lower School
A- and B-teams and the Upper School team. In Science
Olympiad, separate divisions accommodate grade
levels of participating teams. For each division, there
are 15 students on a team, and every member
participates in three or four of the 23 total events in
life, earth, space, and physical science.
The Lower School teams began the season with
two goals in mind. They wanted to win first place at
the regional competition and finish in sixth place or
higher at the state level. With 30 young scientific gurus
attending the regional competition and 15 going
to state, they accomplished both goals. The teams
finished in first and second places in the region and
placed sixth in the state, moving up from last year’s
tenth place.
Unlike the concrete expectations of the Lower
School students, the Upper School competitors began
their first season with malleable objectives.

“Going into the season, we didn’t really
know what to expect, and most of us didn’t even
know how the events worked,” Thomas said.
“When we showed up for regionals, we hit the
ground running and had to learn what needed to
be done quickly. By the end of the day, we had
won several medals and placed second overall.”
With little outside help, the Upper School
team finished 14th at state. Although Science
Olympiad was a new experience for Thomas and
his teammates, Sowell said they finished the
competition like experts.
“The Upper School team did so much on
(front row, from left) Matthew Gayoso, Walker Lee, Shaan Jiles, and Andy Sorensen,
their own this year, and all of the coaches were
(middle row, from left) Andrew Elsakr, Andrew Crosby, Taylor Martin, and
really proud of them and the mature, independent
Seamus Fitzhenry, (standing, from left) Kameron Bradley, Drew Hutson,
Zain Virk, and Tejvir Vaghela (not pictured: Richard Ouyang)
attitude they showed in competition,” she said.
“And we really want to honor Colin because he
took on the major task of orchestrating the team.
His leadership carried them while we were busy
with the Lower School.”
To prepare for the competition, students
spent hours studying and coaches spent hours
organizing. But, without parents there to help,
success would have been impossible, the coaches
said. Mrs. Lilibeth and Dr. Sonny Carlota,
Mrs. Debbie Eissler, Ms. Cheri Hutson, Mrs. Micki
Lamb, Mr. George Pettis, Mrs. Jacque and Mr. Rafi
Schwartz, and Mrs. Carol and Mr. Harold Taylor
are just a few parents who supported the team.
(front row, from left) Drew Bell, Samuel Ostrow, and Aditya Shah, (middle row,
Lower School team members Drew Bell,
from left) Jake Eissler and Francis Carlota, (standing, from left) Amit Shah, Garret
Kameron Bradley, Andrew Elsakr, Shaan
Sullivan, Thornton Brooksbank, Nick Schwartz, Ben Taylor, and Salman Haque
Jiles, Richard Ouyang, Aditya Shah, Garret
(not pictured: William Lamb, Bennett Mercer, Trey O’Bannon, and Zach Walker)
Sullivan, Ben Taylor, and Tejvir Vaghela
received medals for their performances at the
Drew Hutson, Taylor Martin, Bennett Mercer,
state competition. Also receiving medals at state were
Trey O’Bannon, Caylon Pettis, and Amit Shah;
Daniel Garrett, John Michael Hoyle, and Will
eighth graders Thornton Brooksbank, Francis
Taylor, all on the Upper School team.
Carlota, Andrew Crosby, Jake Eissler, Seamus
Also participating in Science Olympiad were
Fitzhenry, Matthew Gayoso, Salman Haque,
senior Andrew Chinn; juniors Howard Choi and
William Lamb, Samuel Ostrow, Nick Schwartz,
Mason Soun; sophomores Charles Belina,
Andy Sorensen, and Zain Virk; and seventh graders
Michael Green, and Joe Hoffsommer; freshmen
Walker Lee and Zach Walker.

(from left) Colin Thomas, Nicholas Rouse, Will Taylor, Andrew Chinn, Michael Green, Howard Choi, Josh Feler, Joe Hoffsommer, and John Michael Hoyle
(not pictured: Charles Belina, Daniel Garrett, Caylon Pettis, and Mason Soun)

Inside MUS
July 2010

9

Be Prepared

by Miss Lilly Rice

Shortly after his 11th birthday, senior
Palmer Hunt joined his local Boy Scout
troop. Initially, he saw it as a way to connect
with his father, who rose through the ranks
of the Boys Scouts of America to become an
Eagle Scout. But, within a few weeks of
joining, he knew he would make friends and
Palmer Hunt, Mr. Andrew Hunt, Mrs. Michelle Hunt,
and sophomore Morgan Hunt, also a Scout
learn skills in scouting that would benefit
him for years to come.
Patrick Nenon
“Everything we do as a troop, or individually as Scouts, is meant to help others,” he
said. “Scouts are taught to give back to their communities more than they receive.”
Now an Eagle Scout of Troop 456, Hunt has learned self-reliance and the
importance of commitment.
“The Scout motto, ‘Be Prepared,’ has helped me understand the importance of
planning and following through with your plans,” he said. “Through scouting, I have
learned to focus my attention on a goal and work every day until I accomplish it.”
Like Hunt, this past year, junior Daniel Garrett, sophomores Townes Buford,
and Chris Walker, and freshman Kris Lucas achieved the Eagle rank, and they are all
prepared to serve their community and continue the tradition of Boy Scouts.
Daniel Garrett
The five dedicated Eagles are among millions of young men who have
demonstrated leadership, earned numerous merit badges, fulfilled service hours, and
completed an innovative Eagle project on their own, thus achieving the rank of Eagle
Scout. A scout must advance through six stages – Tenderfoot, Second Class, First Class,
Star, and Life – before reaching the Eagle rank. Although no higher rank exists, Eagles
can earn limitless Eagle Palms, which require three months of active service and five
additional merit badges.
Lucas might be the youngest MUS student to advance this year, but his
commitment to scouting suggests otherwise. Joining the Cub Scouts in the first grade,
he remains as active as ever eight years later. Since reaching the Eagle rank, he has
Kris Lucas
earned two Eagle Palms, remained active in his former pack, Pack 27, and continued to
act as den chief for a group of younger scouts, who will soon advance to Pack 27.
Along with developing Lucas’ leadership skills, he said scouting has helped to
define his character.
“If I had not joined Boy Scouts, I would not be who I am today,” he said. “It has
helped me become more confident, disciplined, and independent. It has also made me
mature beyond my age.”
Buford, who recently earned the rank of Eagle Scout, joined Boy Scouts more
than three years ago as a member of Troop 331, later transferring to Troop 55. He values
the numerous leadership and service opportunities he has been given throughout his
Townes Buford
scouting career.
“With my troop, I did some tutoring for Rachel’s Kids, a nonprofit organization
working with children of the Binghamton neighborhood,” he said. “And that experience
eventually led to my Eagle project, which also worked with the organization. Simply
put, my project was to clean up and fence in their backyard.”
Garrett, an Eagle with years of scouting experience, said the most rewarding
aspect of the program was the friendships formed.
“One of the things I appreciate most about Scouts is that I have had the
opportunity to become close friends with people I would have never met outside of the
program,” he said.
Buford, Garrett, Hunt, Lucas, and Walker are ready and willing to lead the next
Will Forsythe
generation of Scouts. But they are not alone; several other MUS students achieved
the Eagle rank prior to the 2009-10 school year. They include: seniors Norfleet Abston, Evan Baker, Will
Carruthers, Eric Catmur, George Curran, Michael Lewandowski, Franklin Martin, Harrison Martin,
Holman Moores, Patrick Nenon, Wilson Orr, John Straton, and Michael Wilder; juniors John Edwards,
Andrew Kennedy, Ethan Landau, and Wyatt Whicker; and sophomores Will Forsythe and Joe Morrison.
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Lower Schoolers
on the Hill
by Miss Merrilee Kessler

T

his spring, seventh and eighth graders
stepped into the shoes of politicians
as they ventured into federal courtrooms
and a congressional meeting room to present
and rank bills in a professional setting.
On May 7, 12 MUS students
attended the 12th annual YMCA Youth
In Government Middle School conference
and experienced the process of the United
States government in an up close and
personal way. Eighth graders Thornton
Brooksbank, Andrew Crosby, Cole
Ettingoff, Davis Howe, William
Lamb and seventh graders Charles
Brandon, Andrew Elsakr, Ashish
Kumar, Kamar Mack, William
Merriman, Prashanth Raj, and
Jason Stein represented the school as
bill sponsors and members of the
General Assembly.
The conference was divided into two
sessions. The morning session consisted
of sponsors proposing legislation in one
of three committees. The bills presented
were judged by peers and ranked based
upon their merit. In the afternoon session,
the committees combined into a General
Assembly and debated bills that scored
highest during the morning session. Elsakr,
Mack, Howe, Lamb, Brooksbank, Crosby,
and Ettingoff represented the school in the
General Assembly.
“Representatives did a commendable
job presenting their proposed legislation,”
said Mr. Eddie Batey, faculty adviser.
“An MUS group from each morning
session advanced to the General
Assembly. The guys fielded tough questions
and responded well on their feet.”
In the end, two of the bills presented
by MUS students were passed to be
signed into law. Elsakr’s and Mack’s bill
to abolish a law that forbade ministers to
hold a seat in the House was passed, as
was the bill sponsored by Brooksbank,
Crosby, and Ettingoff that would allow
public schools to count community service
days as days in session.
This program is an excellent opportunity
for students to experience politics in a fun
and stimulating environment.
“The future of the Upper School
Government Club is so bright the president
may need to wear shades,” Batey said.

They Came, They Saw, They Won…Again
by Miss Merrilee Kessler

Photography by Mrs. Marilyn Reinhardt

If hat tricks were part of competitive Latin, then the Latin Club hit one when
they clinched their third consecutive Tennessee Junior Classical League (TJCL) title.
Whether cheering on a modern version of an ancient chariot race or giving a
dramatic monologue entirely in Latin, the TJCL provided opportunities for students
of Latin to shine.
“The convention provides an opportunity for Latin students to escape the
day-to-day classroom grind, interact with students from other parts of the state,
and celebrate our classical heritage,” said Mr. Ryan Sellers, Latin instructor, TJCL state
chairman, and convention director. “Moreover, the competitive aspects of the
convention always motivate the students to do their very best.”
This year, 55 students from MUS traveled to Gatlinburg, TN, to compete and
win in the TJCL convention. The students performed brilliantly. The first-place
winners were seniors James Arnold in essay 12 and Andrew Chinn in classical art.

Also placing first were sophomores Eli
Goldstein in classical art, roman life, and vocabuulary; John Grayson in reading comprehension;
Michael Green in poetry 10; and Nicholas
Rouse in Latin literature and Roman history.
Freshman Sam Shankman won in dramatic
Latin 2 and vocal performance, and freshman
Sylvester Tate in English oratory 9. Rounding
out the first-place winners were those from the
Lower School, including eighth graders Matthew
Gayoso in graphic arts; Salman Haque in Latin
literature, reading comprehension, and vocabulary; William Lamb in derivatives and Hellenics;
Aditya Shah in geography and Roman history;
Samuel Ostrow
and Chase Wyatt in essay 7-8.
“The most exciting moment for me was hearing
that we won the convention with more than 1,000 points, which no school has ever
done before,” said sophomore Jackson Darr.
A newcomer to the convention, eighth grader Renn Eason described his
experience as a positive one.
“This was my first year to attend the convention, and I thought it was a fun
chance to see what the TJCL was all about,” said Eason. “We explored Gatlinburg and
took eight tests. Some that I took were classics, vocabulary, history, grammar, and
culture. It was great to be with all of the MUS guys. The time went really fast.”
According to Darr there was something for everyone at TJCL.
“The convention was like one big, geeky, Latin-themed party,” said Darr. “Even
if you were not good at language-intensive activities, you could still participate and
have fun by doing artwork, skits, or oratory.”

Paul Stevenson, Jianyin Roachell, David Ursic, and Alex Jarratt readied
themselves to lead the MUS processional at the convention.

Members of the Latin Club represented the school at the state convention.
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TMTA Exam Excellence
by Miss Lilly Rice

The number 200 can be achieved by solving
52 x 23, or 20 x 10, or by receiving the highest
possible score on the Tennessee Math Teachers
Association (TMTA) exam.
Over the past three years,
sophomore Eli Goldstein has
done just that by finishing with a
perfect score of 200 on two TMTA
tests. In 2007, he placed first in
the state in the Algebra I Division,
and, this year, he placed first
in the state in the Pre-Calculus
Eli Goldstein
Division, scoring a perfect 200.
Goldstein, who said he was excited about
his second perfect score, said it’s
crucial to remain focused during the test.
“With 40 questions to answer in just a
short period of time, it’s helpful to improvise
while working on difficult problems,” he said.
“You really don’t get a lot of time for the test,
and you can’t waste any.”
Each year, TMTA sponsors the contest
in which students take an exam in the class
they’re enrolled in at contest time, with the
exception of calculus and advanced topics,
which may be taken more than once. The top
ten scores are compiled for each local region,
West Tennessee, and finally the top ten in the
state. State results will be available later in the
summer at www.tmta.info.

Christian Kauffman and Cort Gatliff were honored in the health category for their
project, the Water Cycle, a month-long, cross-country bike ride benefitting Haiti.

PARADE Magazine Honors Students
Seniors Cort Gatliff and Christian Kauffman
and junior Kevin Szymkowicz received honorable
mentions in PARADE magazine's first annual
All-America High School Service Team. The
award recognizes high school students who have
made exceptional contributions in various areas
of service. In total, 50 students were recognized
by PARADE magazine, and Gatliff, Kauffman,
and Szymkowicz were the only nominees from
Tennessee who were acknowledged.

Kevin Szymkowicz was honored
in the education category for
his work with the Rossville
Tutoring Program.

West Tennessee Results

Algebra I:
Richard Ouyang, first place
Yunhua Zhao, second place
Baty Daniel, fourth place
Andrew Elsakr, eighth place
Azeez Shala, eighth place
Calculus and Advanced Topics:
Chase Harriman, second place
Josh Feler, third place
Cliff Guyton, fourth place
Daniel Garrett, sixth place
Reid Sanders, tenth place
Geometry:
Garret Sullivan, first place
Matthew Gayoso sixth place
William Lamb, eighth place
Pre-Calculus:
Eli Goldstein, first place
Statistics:
Will Evans, ninth place
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New Civic Service Executives for the 2010-11 School Year
(front row, from left) Britt Colcolough, James Davies, Chase Schoelkopf, Carson Smith, George Ormseth,
(back row, from left) Charlie Freeburg, Richard Twardzik, Joey Notowich, Scott Freeburg, and Townes Buford
Newly-selected Civic Service Chairman
Chase Schoelkopf

T

he school’s tradition of honor continues each year as
the student body elects classmates of impeccable
character to serve on the Honor Council.
Next year, those representatives
will be under the leadership of newlyelected president, junior Forrest Baty,
and Mr. Norman Thompson and
Dr. Michael Schwartz who serve as
faculty advisers.
“The goals for the upcoming year
are simple,” Baty said. “The council
will strive to preserve the longstanding tradition of truth and honor
Honor Council President
at MUS. We will handle each case
Forrest Baty
with diligence and care in order to
make the best decision for the school and the individual.
Furthermore, we will teach the lessons of truth and honor
to each student brought before us.”
While every member of the MUS community is
responsible for upholding the honor system, the Honor
Council ultimately protects the tradition, Baty said.
Working alongside Baty are newly-elected representatives: juniors James Davies and Kenny
Johnson, sophomores Garrott Graham
and Henry Valk, freshmen Matt Bolton
and Hurston Reed, and eighth graders
Ben Ormseth and Gary Wunderlich.
Mr. Terry Shelton and Mr. Elliot Dent
co-advise the Lower School representatives,
seventh graders Nick Dunn and William
Merriman. In the fall, the Lower School

(front row, from left) Matt Bolton, Gary Wunderlich, Hurston Reed, Ben Ormseth,
(back row, from left) Kenny Johnson, Forrest Baty, and James Davies

will elect two additional representatives from the incoming
seventh-grade class.
“At MUS, the effort is not merely to teach honor as a
value, but as a way of life that affects a
person’s every decision in and out of
school,” Thompson said. “The Honor Code
does work. We believe in it and we wish
to perpetuate it. A viable honor system
is possible, however, only because each
of us resolves to get involved in assuring
the continuation of the school’s tradition
of honor.”

Garrott Graham and Henry Valk

What’s Your Son Doing This Summer?
Freshmen Farhan Kathawala, Scott Sanders, and David Montgomery traveled to six
countries in Europe through the People to People Student Ambassador Program during the
summer of 2009. What has your son been doing this summer? The editor of Inside MUS
wants to know so that we may include him in the fall issue. Please e-mail your son’s name,
grade, activity, and, if you have them, any photographs of him engaged in this activity to
editor@musowls.org. Please, do not send photos taken with a camera phone.
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MUS

H onor

R olls

S e c o n d S e m e s t e r 2 0 0 9 - 10 S c h o o l Ye a r
Dean’s Scholars
12th Grade
Mathieu Baker
Will Carruthers
Andrew Chinn
Conner Davis
Josh Feler
Trip Freeburg
Chase Harriman
John Michael Hoyle
Wade Laycook
Evans McCaul
Emmett Montgomery
Wilson Orr
Brad Ringel
Jake Rudolph
Reid Sanders
John Straton
Will Taylor
Colin Thomas
Matt Williams
11th Grade
James Akers
Elliott Collins
Rob Dickinson
Jack Klug
Ethan Landau
Clint Montgomery
Matt Montsinger
Jianyin Roachell
Chase Schoelkopf
Carson Smith
Mason Soun
Quay Stallworth
Kevin Szymkowicz
Ben Zambetti
10th Grade
Max Barzel
Charles Belina
David Brandon
Daniel Cunningham
Nathan Franklin
Charlie Freeburg
Danny Galvin
Eli Goldstein
John Grayson
Michael Green
Wil Hergenrader
Carson House
Daniel McLeod
George Ormseth
Nicholas Rouse
Mark Sorensen
Ross Warner
Alex Weinstein
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9th Grade
Jared Ashkenaz
James Belina
Kyle Gossett
William Hoehn
Farhan Kathawala
A.J. Kharbanda
Edward Lake
Andrew Miller
David Montgomery
Andrew Renshaw
Marshall Sharp
Edward Simpson
Blake Smith
Sylvester Tate
Nathan Vogt
8th Grade
Shivam Bhakta
Salman Haque
Tal Keel
William Lamb
Ben Ormseth
Stephen Pacheco
Nick Schwartz
Walker Sims
Garret Sullivan
Tejvir Vaghela
Zain Virk
7th Grade
Alex Carruthers
Baty Daniel
Andrew Elsakr
Will Farnsworth
Robert Gooch
Michael Jacobs
August Klinke
Ahmed Latif
Kamar Mack
Nicholas Manley
Jerry Oates
Richard Ouyang
Azeez Shala
Hamid Shirwany
Sherman Tabor
Griffin Wilson
Yunhua Zhao
Jeffrey Zheng
Dean’s List
12th Grade
Norfleet Abston
James Arnold
Daryan Barnes
Robert Cartwright
Edward Cates
Daniel Clark
Cameron Crawford
George Curran
Brian Davidoff
Holt Edwards
Will Evans

Sam Ferguson
Ted Fockler
Clayton Furr
Will Green
Cliff Guyton
Sam Harris
Palmer Hunt
Alexander Kaltenborn
Drew Karban
Jon Kastan
Evan Kline
Michael Lewandowski
James Long
Franklin Martin
Patrick Massey
Holman Moores
Kelly Myers
Travis Nauert
Patrick Nenon
Jack Novotny
Gab Oigbokie
Peter Rainer
Alasdair Smith
Rocky Stone
Mitchell Thompson
Ian Turner
George Utkov
Jesse Wade
Parker Wilson
11th Grade
Mac Armour
Taylor Bates
Tony Bui
Jeff Daniel
James Davies
J.P. DeVincenzo
William Hepner
David Hernández
Alex Jarratt
Taylor Jordan
Matthias Leung
Wilson Luttrell
Hunter McLendon
Joey Notowich
Wells Prather
Nathan Prosser
Joel Saslawsky
Russell Scott
Max Sheppard
Drew Thibado
Avery Tosi
Richard Twardzik
David Ursic
J.P. Wheeler
Wyatt Whicker
Aaron Wolf

10th Grade
Obaid Anwar
Ali Ayoub
Townes Buford
John David Christman
Britt Colcolough
Jackson Darr
Will Forsythe
Edward Francis
Scott Freeburg
Healy Fuess
William George
Jake Greenstein
William Hammond
Anthony Hodges
Nick James
Taylor Mays
Ashish Nathani
John Newman
Lane Sally
Jack Shawkey
Drew Stevenson
Jack Stukenborg
Thomas Threlkeld
Trip Underwood
Nate Utkov
Max Weiss
Andrew Wilensky
9th Grade
Philip Aiken
Nick Antonelli
Derrick Baber
Warren Ball
Hall Ballinger
Srujan Bethi
Matt Bolton
Daniel Britton
Tucker Brock
Walker Bussey-Spencer
Seth Carson
Colin Donoghue
Drew Hutson
Michael Jalfon
Will Jones
Will Kaelin
Jak Kinney
William Mann
Tripp Mattis
Ryan Mayzell
Bennett Mercer
Zachary Olsen
James Rantzow
Andrew Raves
Hurston Reed
Matthew Reid
Brian Ringel
Bobby Scott
Amit Shah
Sam Shankman
Noah Thomas
Mac Trammell
Alex Weaver

8th Grade
Jacob Birnbaum
Michael Birnbaum
David Blankenship
Kameron Bradley
Austin Dobbs
Renn Eason
Seamus Fitzhenry
Chris Galvin
Matthew Gayoso
Reed Harrison
Josh Hawkins
Jack Henke
Cameron McDonald
Leshan Moodley
James Prather
Aditya Shah
Elliot Slovis
Andy Sorensen
Paul Stevenson
Stephen Tsiu
Will Wells
Gary Wunderlich
Chase Wyatt
7th Grade
Mitchell Apollonio
Marvin Banks
Chris Boswell
Hal Boyd
Michael Carter
Ryan Carver
Jack Christenbury
Alex Creson
Patrick Demere
Nick Dunn
Proctor Ford
Thomas Hayes
Will Hays
Ashish Kumar
Walker Lee
Emerick Lester
Stewart Love
John Madden
Robby Matthews
William Merriman
Nevin Naren
Joseph Preston
Michael Reddoch
Preston Roberts
Pierce Rose
Christian Schneiter
Andrew Shelton
Matt Stephens
Lee Tate
Zach Walker

Congratulations!

Book Awards and Special Honors

Clint Montgomery,
Jefferson Book Award

Kevin Szymkowicz,
Sewanee Award for Excellence in Writing

Britt Colcolough,
Rhodes College Book Award

Richard Twardzik,
Washington and Lee University Book Award

Mason Soun,
Yale Book Award

Chase Schoelkopf,
Dartmouth Club Book Award

Scooter Taylor,
Randall Ash Perkins Memorial Award

Matt Williams,
DAR Good Citizenship Award

Forrest Baty,
Wellford Leadership Award

Senior Awards

Andrew Chinn,
Christa Green Warner Mathematics Award

Ted Fockler, William D. Jemison III Award for Excellence in
Dramatics, Brescia Award for Unselfish Service in Dramatics

Trip Freeburg,
French Award

Chase Harriman,
Russell Johnson Creative Writing Award

Christian Kauffman,
Religion Award

Wade Laycook,
English Award, Wayne E. Duff Latin Award

Michael Lewandowski,
Art Award

Emmett Montgomery,
Spanish Award

Holman Moores,
Distinguished Community Service Award

Jake Rudolph,
Choral Music Award for Excellence

Will Taylor,
History Award

Colin Thomas,
Margaret Owen Catmur Science Award

Matt Williams,
Spanish Award
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National Honor
Society
Attaining membership in the
National Honor Society is one of
the highest honors that can come
to a high school student. Juniors
and seniors who have at least a
3.73 cumulative weighted GPA are
reviewed by a selection committee
for strong evidence of scholarship,
character, service, and leadership
while at MUS. The committee uses
student activity forms and leadership/
service questionnaires prepared by
the candidates as well as faculty
recommendations and evaluations.
Forrest Baty
Andrew Chinn
William Cross
Jeff Daniel
James Davies
Conner Davis
J.P. DeVincenzo
Will Evans
Chase Harriman
William Hepner
Alex Jarratt
Kenny Johnson
Jack Klug
Clint Montgomery
Emmett Montgomery
Matt Montsinger
Joey Notowich
Jianyin Roachell
Reid Sanders
Joel Saslawsky
Chase Schoelkopf
Carson Smith
Mason Soun
Kevin Szymkowicz
Richard Twardzik
Parker Wilson
Ben Zambetti
Red and Blue Society
The purpose of the Red and Blue
Society is to recognize senior
students who, in their campus
involvement, have demonstrated
outstanding leadership and/
or service. A faculty committee
appointed by the administration
receives nominations from the
faculty, the senior class, and
the administration and
recommends qualified students
to the headmaster for approval.
Stephond Allmond
Joseph Amagliani
James Arnold
Mathieu Baker

16

Inside MUS
July 2010

Daryan Barnes
Bobby Bell
Elliott Bryant
Will Carruthers
Edward Cates
Eric Catmur
Daniel Clark
Cameron Crawford
Bryan Crenshaw
Brian Davidoff
Conner Davis
Josh Feler
Ted Fockler
Cort Gatliff
Cliff Guyton
Chase Harriman
Sam Harris
Hank Hill
John Michael Hoyle
Louis Jackson
Alexander Kaltenborn
Drew Karban
Jon Kastan
Christian Kauffman
Wade Laycook
Michael Lewandowski
Franklin Martin
Harrison Martin
Keith McBride
Evans McCaul
Emmett Montgomery
Holman Moores
Gab Oigbokie
Wilson Orr
Alex Perry
Brad Ringel
Jake Rudolph
Reid Sanders
Ben Smith
John Straton
Will Taylor
Colin Thomas
Mitchell Thompson
Ryan Turner
George Utkov
Jesse Wade
Wilson Waller
Peterson Wellford
Matt Williams
Parker Wilson
Foreign Language
Honor Societies
Instructors in the Foreign
Language Department recognize
students who have excelled in
the study of French, Latin, and
Spanish through three national
language honorary societies:
Société Honoraire de Français,
Latin Honor Society, and
Sociedad Honoraria Hispánica.
The modern language societies

reserve membership for those who
have completed a minimum of
five semesters of study. The
Latin Honor Society bestows
membership on students who
qualify at each level of study.
The faculty considers academic
achievement as well as a student’s
enthusiasm for the subject and his
classroom comportment in
choosing honorees each year.
Société Honoraire
De Français
James Akers
Forrest Baty
Aditya Biswas
Tony Bui
Terrence Cole
M.J. Isbell
Billy Simco
Cullen West
Sociedad Honoraria
Hispánica
William Cross
James Davies
J.P. DeVincenzo
Rob Dickinson
Daniel Garrett
William Hepner
David Hernández
Taylor Jordan
Jack Klug
Wilson Luttrell
Aaditya Malhotra
Clint Montgomery
Matt Montsinger
Nathan Prosser
Chase Schoelkopf
Carson Smith
Mason Soun
Quay Stallworth
Whit Thornton
Latin Honor Society
James Arnold
Jared Ashkenaz
Charles Belina
James Belina
Shivam Bhakta
David Blankenship
Andrew Chinn
Andrew Crosby
Daniel Cunningham
Conner Davis
Renn Eason
Sam Ferguson
Seamus Fitzhenry
Cole Flemmons
Ted Fockler
Chris Galvin
Danny Galvin

Matthew Gayoso
Eli Goldstein
Edward Good
Connor Goodwin
Kyle Gossett
Garrott Graham
John Grayson
Michael Green
Salman Haque
Josh Hawkins
Wil Hergenrader
William Hoehn
Carson House
Davis Howe
Alex Jarratt
Farhan Kathawala
Tal Keel
A.J. Kharbanda
Peyton Klawinski
William Lamb
Wade Laycook
Franklin Martin
Cameron McDonald
Andrew Miller
Clint Montgomery
Leshan Moodley
Zachary Olsen
Ben Ormseth
Samuel Ostrow
Stephen Pacheco
James Prather
Andrew Raves
Remy Rea
Hurston Reed
Jake Rudolph
Nick Schwartz
Russell Scott
Aditya Shah
Amit Shah
Sam Shankman
Marshall Sharp
Edward Simpson
Walker Sims
Elliot Slovis
Andy Sorensen
Mason Soun
Paul Stevenson
Garret Sullivan
Kevin Szymkowicz
Sylvester Tate
Will Taylor
Richard Twardzik
David Ursic
Tejvir Vaghela
Zain Virk
Nathan Vogt
Ross Warner
Will Wells
J.P. Wheeler
Andrew Wilensky
Chase Wyatt
Ben Zambetti

History Honor Society
Members of the History
Department may nominate
students at the sophomore level
or above for induction into the
History Honor Society. A student
must have a solid academic
performance in history courses
with an 85 average or better.
He must demonstrate intellectual
curiosity in the field, an understanding of interrelationships
of historical processes, a love of
the discipline, and a pursuit of
historical understanding beyond
that required by the curriculum.
Induction is based on majority
vote of the members of the
History Department faculty.
Mathieu Baker
Forrest Baty
Will Carruthers
William Cross
Jeff Daniel
Conner Davis
J.P. DeVincenzo
Holt Edwards
Ted Fockler
Cliff Guyton
Sam Harris
Hank Hill
Nigel Isom
Louis Jackson
Alex Jarratt
Jack Klug
James Long
Aaditya Malhotra
Patrick Massey
Clint Montgomery
Emmett Montgomery
Nathan Prosser
Brad Ringel
Jianyin Roachell
Chase Schoelkopf
Russell Scott
Mason Soun
Rocky Stone
Parker Wilson
Aaron Wolf
Ben Zambetti

Seniors inducted into the
National Honor Society in 2010

Mu Alpha Theta
The purpose of Mu Alpha Theta,
an international honorary
mathematics club, is to stimulate
interest in mathematics by
providing public recognition of
superior mathematical scholarship and by promoting competitive
activities. Membership is reserved
for those who have maintained
superior scholarship in
mathematics over a minimum
of five semesters and who have
demonstrated an exceptional
aptitude and enthusiasm for the
pursuit of knowledge in the field
of mathematics.
Joseph Amagliani
Jared Ashkenaz
Mathieu Baker
Max Barzel
Charles Belina
Bobby Bell
Will Carruthers
Elliott Collins
Conner Davis
Trip Freeburg
Danny Galvin
Daniel Garrett
Eli Goldstein
John Grayson
Michael Green
Will Green
Sam Harris
Wil Hergenrader
John Michael Hoyle
Alexander Kaltenborn
Farhan Kathawala
Christian Kauffman
Evan Kline
Jack Klug
Ethan Landau
Michael Lewandowski
Patrick Massey
Daniel McLeod
Emmett Montgomery
Kelly Myers
George Ormseth
Jianyin Roachell
Nicholas Rouse
Carson Smith
Rocky Stone
Will Taylor
Drew Thibado
Ian Turner
Nathan Vogt
Ross Warner
Alex Weinstein
Andrew Wilensky

Quill and Scroll
Membership in Quill and Scroll,
an international honorary society
for high school journalists, is
bestowed upon those students
who satisfy the high academic
requirements of the national
organization and receive the
recommendation of a faculty
advisor for superior work in some
phase of journalism or school
publications.

requirements for membership,
and the CSO Executive Board
selected the inductees.
Aditya Biswas
James Davies
Cort Gatliff
Christian Kauffman
Jack Klug
James Long
Witt Meloni
Clint Montgomery
Stephen Newton
Anand Patel
Chase Schoelkopf
Russell Scott
Carson Smith
John Straton
Kevin Szymkowicz
Richard Twardzik
Stephen Valentine

James Akers
Daryan Barnes
Forrest Baty
Will Carruthers
Andrew Chinn
J.P. DeVincenzo
Holt Edwards
Sam Ferguson
Will Forsythe
Shea Gabrielleschi
Michael Green
Chase Harriman
Alex Jarratt
Clifton Jordan
Taylor Jordan
Alexander Kaltenborn
Jon Kastan
Jonathan Kim
Jack Klug
Joseph Levy
Michael Lewandowski
Clint Montgomery
Matt Montsinger
Anand Patel
Nicholas Rouse
Chase Schoelkopf
Carson Smith
William Smythe
Mason Soun
Kevin Szymkowicz
Ian Turner
Ryan Turner
Richard Twardzik
Ross Warner

Springfield Scholars
Named in memory of the first
Lower School principal, Mr. John
Murry Springfield, the Springfield
Scholars is the most elite Lower
School honor society. The society
requires an eighth-grade student
to be in the top ten percent of
his class academically and to
have demonstrated character
consistent with the high standards
of the school’s Honor Code and
Community Creed. Each of these
students received a scholarship to
the ninth grade.

Societas Caritatis
During the 2008-09 school
year, Drew Cornaghie ’09, past
president of the Civic Service
Organization (CSO), conceived
the Societas Caritatis, meaning
Society of Charity, to recognize
students who have demonstrated
outstanding charitable leadership
and/or service to the local
community. The CSO set the

The Order of the Owl
The Order of the Owl honors
seventh-graders with a 93
cumulative weighted average
and eighth-graders with a 90
cumulative weighted average at
the third quarter who also display
exemplary conduct and character.

Shivam Bhakta
Chris Galvin
Salman Haque
William Lamb
Ben Ormseth
Stephen Pacheco
Nick Schwartz
Walker Sims
Garret Sullivan
Tejvir Vaghela
Zain Virk

New Eighth-Grade
Inductees
Michael Birnbaum
Andrew Crosby

Juniors inducted into the National Honor Society in 2010

Connor Goodwin
Davis Howe
Tal Keel
Cameron McDonald
Leshan Moodley
Aditya Shah
Elliot Slovis
Paul Stevenson
Stephen Tsiu
Will Wells
Chase Wyatt
Second Year
Eighth Graders
David Blankenship
Kameron Bradley
Renn Eason
Seamus Fitzhenry
Matthew Gayoso
Reed Harrison
Josh Hawkins
Samuel Ostrow
James Prather
Jordan Samuel
Andy Sorensen
Eason Taylor
Seventh Graders
Mitchell Apollonio
Alex Carruthers
Michael Carter
Baty Daniel
Andrew Elsakr
Will Farnsworth
Robert Gooch
August Klinke
Ahmed Latif
Walker Lee
Kamar Mack
Nicholas Manley
Jerry Oates
Richard Ouyang
Michael Reddoch
Azeez Shala
Hamid Shirwany

Matt Stephens
Sherman Tabor
Griffin Wilson
Yunhua Zhao
Jeffrey Zheng
Wilson Society
The Wilson Society was established
to give seniors an opportunity
to demonstrate their full grasp
of the seven tenets of the MUS
Community Creed – Truth and
Honor, Scholarship, Service,
Respect, Humility, Involvement,
and Accountability. Celebrating
the legacy of longtime MUS
supporter and friend, the late
Kemmons Wilson, the Wilson
Society recognizes rising seniors,
juniors, and sophomores who are
committed to leadership
and service.
James Akers
David Brandon
Chris Carter
J.P. DeVincenzo
John Hudson
David Lee
Daniel McLeod
Witt Meloni
Bennett Mercer
Matt Montsinger
John Newman
Stephen Newton
Andrew Renshaw
Jianyin Roachell
Ben Roberts
Billy Simco
Jack Stukenborg
Scooter Taylor
Stephen Valentine
Aaron Wolf
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(front row, from left) William George, Brad Ringel, Brian Ringel, J.P. DeVincenzo, Colin Donoghue, Healy Fuess, Walker Sims,
(back row, from left) Frederick Scharff, Will Carruthers, Cliff Guyton, Marshall Sharp, Blake Anderson, Jack Klug, and Alex Weinstein
(not pictured: Jake Greenstein, Hunter Krauch, and Lee Marshall)

“Even though I didn’t get to play because of my shoulder
injury, the tournament in California was a lot of fun, and the
end result was very encouraging,” he said.
Tennis is anything but a solitary sport when members of
Whether a match is won or lost, the team is sure to boast
the MUS team take to the court. That’s because everyone on
of the camaraderie.
the team can be heard cheering on individual players.
“This year, I really enjoyed getting to
“Whether someone’s winning or losing, we
know the younger team members,” Carruthers
always get as loud as possible during big moments
said. “We got along really well, and we would
to pump up the team,” sophomore William
even talk the whole time on our trips across
George said. “After you score a point, you’ll hear
the country.”
a teammate shout, ‘Let’s go, Owls,’ and you’re
Taylor said the team loses two great
reminded you’re playing for the MUS Owls, and
leaders in Carruthers and Guyton.
you take pride in that.”
“They will be hard to replace,” he said.
While the team fell short
“Cliff and Will really set the tone for the
in the state tournament to
team this year.”
Montgomery Bell Academy
Although the team will lose two talented
and finished the season 10-5,
leaders, some sharp players will return to the
one student served his way to
courts next year.
success. Freshman Marshall
Taylor said he was excited to see the
Sharp, who defeated a senior
younger players set up in competitions.
from MBA, 6-0, 6-4, was
One player, eighth grader Walker Sims,
named the Division II-AA
joined the team this year and ended up
boys’ singles champion.
playing the No. 4 spot.
by Miss Lilly Rice
“For me, winning state was
Also representing MUS at the state
Walker Sims
the highest point of the season,”
tournament was junior J.P. DeVincenzo,
Sharp said. “But, varsity tennis at
who played with George in the doubles matches.
MUS is so fun because of everyone on the team, and, overall,
“I’m excited for next year,” Taylor said. “The team will be
we did pretty well as a team this year.”
young and very competitive.”
While team members applaud their winning players, the
Other members of the 2009-10 team include seniors
Owls also cherish other moments throughout the season. This
Blake Anderson and Brad Ringel; juniors Jack Klug
year, their trip to Newport Beach, CA, to play in the National
and Hunter Krauch; sophomores Healy Fuess, Jake
High School Tennis All-American Boys Invitational Team
Greenstein, Lee Marshall, and Alex Weinstein; and
Tournament ranked at the top of their list of memorable events.
freshmen Colin Donoghue, Brian Ringel, and
“The trip was a great experience for everybody and a great
Frederick Scharff.
way to start the season,” Head Coach Bill Taylor said.
The Owls competed against the nation’s best high school
teams during the tournament and finished seventh among 16 teams.
“Going into the tournament, we weren’t sure what to
expect,” senior Will Carruthers said. “But, after beating a
tennis powerhouse from North Idaho and then an undefeated
team from Arizona, the team gained a lot of confidence, which
made the trip very enjoyable.”
Senior Cliff Guyton, who cheered on the sidelines throughout the tournament because of an injury, agreed with Carruthers.

The
Ball
Is in
Their
Court
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State Champion Marshall Sharp

Soccer Sensations
S

enior Ted Fockler believes that the highlight of the soccer season was the
second game the Owls won against Christian Brothers High School (CBHS),
something the varsity soccer team hasn’t done in nine years.
“The first time we beat them, people thought it was a fluke because they
didn’t have all of their players,” Fockler said. “The second time around, they had
all of their players, and we still beat
them. I think that’s when the team
really came together and saw we
had a chance to go far.”
And go far they did – all the
way to state. Despite the loss to
McCallie in the state semifinals,
the team had a successful season.
Overall, they went 9-2-8.
“We went undefeated at
home and we won regionals,
something that was also long
overdue,” said George Utkov, team
Ted Fockler and George Utkov proudly held the
co-captain along with Fockler and
regional champions plaque.
Mathieu Baker.
At regionals, MUS secured first place when they tied with Briarcrest with a
last second goal during the final game of the regular season. This won MUS the
right to host the quarterfinal match in which the team played and won against
Brentwood Academy. This win advanced the Owls to the state tournament
semifinals in Murfreesboro, TN.

Unfortunately, the Owls lost to McCallie in the semifinals. At halftime,
McCallie was up, 0-2. The Owls rallied and scored, but so did McCallie. The final
score was 2-3, with McCallie advancing to the finals.
Coach Vincent Beck was proud of how
hard his players fought throughout the
season and has high hopes for the future.
“With all of the new players, we had
hoped to really be playing well by the end of
the season, but we started playing at a high
level really early on,” Beck said. “The players
had a confidence about them, and contributions from a lot of younger players bodes
well for the future.”
This year’s team included: seniors
Baker, Robert Cartwright, Edward Cates,
Brian Davidoff, Will Evans, Fockler, Klaus
Garcia, Jon Kastan, Colin Lourens, Gab
Oigbokie, Peter Rainer, and Utkov; juniors
Mathieu Baker
Joseph Levy, Britt McGuire, and Matt
Montsinger; and sophomores Toby Baker,
Sam Henke, and Nate Utkov. Doing double duty on both junior varsity and
varsity were junior Richard Twardzik, sophomores William Hammond and
Carson House, and freshmen Daniel Camuti, Will Kaelin, Bobby Scott, and
Hayes Westlake. Assisting Beck were Coaches Todd Erickson, Billy Smith, and
Loyal Murphy ’86, who is also the program coordinator.

Photo by Mr. Jerry Gallik

by Miss Merrilee Kessler

(front row, from left) Matt Montsinger, Nate Utkov, Joseph Levy, Daniel Camuti, George Utkov, Sam Henke, Colin Lourens, Brian Davidoff, Carson House, William Hammond, Bobby
Scott, Will Kaelin, (back row, from left) Coach Vincent Beck, Ted Fockler, Britt McGuire, Peter Rainer, Toby Baker, Mathieu Baker, Edward Cates, Jon Kastan, Will Evans, Robert
Cartwright, Gab Oigbokie, Klaus Garcia, Hayes Westlake, and Assistant Coach Todd Erickson (not pictured: Richard Twardzik and Coaches Loyal Murphy ’86 and Billy Smith)
Inside MUS
July 2010

19

Redefining a Rebuilding Year

Photography by Mr. Jerry Gallik

by Whit Tenent ’00, Assistant Varsity Lacrosse Coach

After losing 11 seniors last year, Coach Elliott Dent and his varsity lacrosse
staff knew that this year’s team was young, but the players stepped up and
exceeded expectations by the end of May.
During the annual spring break trip, the team went to St. Petersburg, FL,
to participate in the 3DLacrosse Team Camp. With coaching from the camp staff,
the team improved defensively and offensively. While
facing opponents from all
over the country, including
the Exeter School from New
Hampshire, Williston North
Hampton from Massachusetts,
Northfield Mount Hermon
from Massachusetts, and the
Westminster School from
Connecticut, the boys improved
greatly as a team while in St.
Petersburg. Coming away from
Rob Dickinson (goalie), Henry Dickinson
spring break, the team was
(front), and Chase Schoelkopf (back right)
closely bonded and ready to
attack their season head on.
Dent eased back on the game schedule this year to focus on building the
team through practice. With only ten regular season games, the team worked
toward their state championship goal. Only three weeks into the regular season, the team faced their first challenge in the Houston Lacrosse Club. The Owls
defeated Houston with a score of 18-1. Goals were scored by seniors Norfleet
Abston, Sam Harris, Franklin Martin, and John Straton. From that first win,
the team began an eight-game winning streak leading up to their cross-state rivals
Montgomery Bell Academy. Earlier in the season, the Owls defeated MBA 13-7 in
Nashville. The Big Red traveled to Memphis to face the Owls and defeated them in
an exciting game that went into double overtime. Afterward, the Owls regrouped,
keeping in mind that they would probably face the Big Red again in the playoffs.
The Owls ended the regular season with a 9-1 record. In the state quarterfinals,
the Owls faced the Farragut School from Knoxville. Due to the intense weather,

the league decided to play in region
games for the quarterfinals with
the Owls taking on the Houston
Lacrosse Club. With a solid victory
over the Mustangs, the Owls looked
to avenge their regular season loss
to MBA in the state semifinals. The
Owls jumped out to an early 1-0 lead
during the first quarter, but MBA
battled back.
Throughout four quarters, MUS
and MBA traded goals, until the final
minutes of the fourth quarter, when
MUS went ahead by one to move into
the state championship game.
Throughout the game, MUS
goalie junior Rob Dickinson played
an incredible game with 14 saves.
Norfleet Abston
“Early on, MBA had a 6-4 lead at halftime,”
Dickinson said. “We got fired up at halftime, and the defense played incredibly well.
The defenders forced some bad shots, and from those shots, I was luckily able to get
into a rhythm and make the saves. MBA beat us on our turf earlier in the season in a
heartbreaking double-overtime game, so we were determined to not let that
happen again. We came ready to play.”
In the state final, MUS met cross-state rival McCallie. McCallie and MUS faced
off last year in the 2009 state finals. MUS leapt to an early 1-0 lead in the first
quarter, but the Owls could not capitalize on many goal-scoring opportunities.
Throughout the day, seven shots from MUS hit the goal posts, and McCallie began
pulling away, eventually winning, 8-1.
The 2009-10 lacrosse team truly redefined what it meant to have a
rebuilding season.
“It has been through the leadership from our captains and seniors, our
cohesiveness as a team, and our willingness to ‘do work’ that has allowed this
team to defiantly redefine the expectations of a rebuilding year,” Dent said.

(from left) Rob Dickinson, Blake Hennessy,
Zak Eissler, Holt Edwards, Norfleet Abston,
Sam Harris, Franklin Martin, Chase
Schoelkopf, Reid Sanders, Stephen
Valentine, John Straton, Drew Connors,
Henry Dickinson, Heath Wilder, and
Peyton Klawinski, along with (not pictured)
James Akers, Jeff Daniel, James David Duke,
Charlie Freeburg, Scott Freeburg, Garrott
Graham, Harrison Martin, Russell Scott,
Quay Stallworth, and Ben Zambetti earned
their varsity letter in lacrosse.
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Tracking Success

by Miss Merrilee Kessler

T

he MUS track team faced more than just hurdles on the track with
several members sidelined from injuries, but the team still came
away from the state championship meet with three gold medals
and a fifth-place finish.
The team fared well in a regional meet, which Coach Bobby Alston
characterized as “one of the most competitive in recent years.”
“We ran very solid races the entire night with some gutsy
performances by many,” he said.
Senior Colin Thomas said his team went into the season
Elliott Bryant, Keith McBride, and Hank Hill
determined to bring home a second state title.
“The team stayed focused all year and practiced hard to achieve this goal. Unfortunately, due to injuries, the team
was unable to secure a consecutive state championship.”
Collecting gold medals at state this year were senior Stephond Allmond in the triple jump, junior Sam Cox in the
pole vault, and the relay team composed of junior Michael Glenn, sophomore Alex Dale, and seniors Hank Hill and
Keith McBride. Glenn joined Thomas, freshman Jak Kinney, and sophomore Trip Underwood to win a sixth-place
medal in the 4-by-400 relay. Individual medals went to Allmond for second place in the Decathlon, Hill for seventh
place in the 200 dash, McBride for fourth place in the 100 and 200 dash, and Thomas for sixth place in the 300 hurdles.
Other victories include sophomore Eli Goldstein’s fifth-place medal in the pole vault, and junior Wilson Luttrell
consistently placed in the top ten in events.
Seniors played a huge role in the team’s success, and Alston said they will be missed next year.
“Jake Abston, Stephond Allmond, Bobby Bell, Elliott Bryant, Hank Hill, Keith McBride, Colin Thomas, and
Mitchell Thompson have each provided great senior leadership and service,” Alston said. “Stephond, Elliot, Hank, and
Keith have each been some of the top performers to ever represent the track team.”
Seniors posted impressive records during their years with the team. Bryant earned one individual and two relay gold
medals from state championships; Hill took home three gold medals in
relay, and McBride won one individual and three relay gold medals. Allmond
finished his track career as one of the most decorated in the history of MUS.
“I got a late start in preparing for it, but I managed to do well and
come out with a third place finish,” said Allmond of this year’s meet.
“Although I did not come out a champion in my last year, I can honestly
say that the effort was there. Things happen for a reason, and there is no
need to complain.”
Allmond has finished fourth or higher in the state decathlon for four
consecutive years. He finished third and fourth in the long jump and
fourth in the pole vault, ending his high school track career with 72 points
in state competitions. Because of his high scores, Allmond was awarded
the Robert Hussey Track MVP Award for the third consecutive year.
Sam Cox, Coach Bobby Alston, and Stephond Allmond at the state track meet
Alston praised the MUS track team for their performance and
support of each other.
“I was very proud of our team’s tenacity and teamwork at
the state meet this year. The seniors showed exemplary leadership and really brought the team together. Everyone worked
really hard, and I feel that it really showed in the results.”
(from left) Shea Gabrielleschi, Sam Cox, Wilson Luttrell, Colin Thomas, Keith McBride,
Britt Colcolough, Tate Yawn, Trip Underwood, Buckner Hasenmueller, Ben Benton,
Hank Hill, Elliott Bryant, Nedas Jakstas, Bobby Bell, Mitchell Thompson, Jake
Abston, and Stephond Allmond, along with (not pictured) Terrence Cole, Alex Dale,
Ivan Denson, Michael Glenn, Eli Goldstein, Jak Kinney, Carlton McCord, and James
Rantzow received their varsity letter in track.
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In its first year as an official varsity sport, the 22-man fencing team won the
MUS started strong, winning six of the first eight bouts, but took a slide and
state championship in épée under the leadership of Coach Brad Kroeker.
ended the first 15 bouts behind, 8-7. The CBHS lead increased to 11-9 at 20 bouts.
The road to the state championship included
Yet, wins from Schoelkopf and Smith kept the MUS
several other important competitions, including
team within reach of the title.
the Junior Olympic Qualifier, the Junior Olympics,
With five bouts to go, all CBHS needed was two
and the Division Qualifier. At the Junior Olympic
wins to finish. Sorensen won his bout, 5-3, Smith
Qualifier in Nashville, varsity captain and junior
came off the bench to take down their No. 3 fencer in
Chase Schoelkopf came in first place in men’s
a tight bout, 5-4, and Wheeler came through with an
junior épée with Skip Aymett ’08 in second and
easy 5-2 win. Freeburg knocked off another fencer,
senior Trip Freeburg in fifth.
5-4, in a nail-biter to seal the win with the last of four
“Since I was only eligible for one event this
straight victories, taking the lead and winning 13-12.
year, I knew I had to perform my best in order
The épée individual event had 22 qualifying
to qualify,” Schoelkopf said. “I started strong and
fencers with Schoelkopf as the No. 1 seed coming out
focused in my pools, even defeating my CBHS rival,
of the first round, and Freeburg following at No. 4.
Peter Wetzel. In the end, I had qualified for the
Three MUS fencers finished in the top ten: Freeburg,
Junior Olympics and improved my national
fifth; Leung, seventh, and Wheeler, eighth.
rating to a D.”
“I’m incredibly proud of this team,” Kroeker
In the men’s cadet épée, junior J.P. Wheeler
said.
“It’s
easy to point out the achievements of top
(front row, from left) Drew Hutson, Trip Freeburg, J.P. Wheeler, Alden
placed second, and freshman Alden Henderson
performers,
the Junior Olympics, Summer Nationals
Henderson, (back row, from left) Skip Aymett ’08,
came in fourth place and became the first MUS foil
qualifiers,
the
members of the Academic AllChase Schoelkopf, and Ben Smith qualified for the Junior Olympics.
fencer to qualify for the Junior Olympics. In the saber They are pictured with Head Coach Brad Kroeker (back row, far right).
American Fencing Team, State Champions, and all. It’s
events, senior Ben Smith, captain, came in first in
clear to me that any success we’ve owned is as much
junior saber, with freshman Drew Hutson automatically qualifying. Sophomore
a result of the individual talents of the varsity team as the unsung efforts of our JV,
Will Forsythe narrowly missed qualifying with a fifth-place finish in men’s cadet épée.
training team and our Lower School fencers. Each member of our team pushes every
Those who qualified competed in the Junior Olympics in Memphis February
other member in every bout. As a result, we can only get better as a team.
12 through 15. Wheeler was the top MUS finisher, advancing to the second round
I can’t wait to get started again in the fall.”
of direct elimination by a score of 15-12. His opponent in the second round finished
The team includes nine varsity
second overall in the competition, but Wheeler’s finish was the best ever for MUS at
fencers, six junior varsity fencers,
the Junior Olympics.
and eight trainees. Fencing varsity,
During the Junior Olympics, junior Howard Choi, Freeburg, Schoelkopf, and
Freeburg, Schoelkopf, and Wheeler
Wheeler were named to the 2010 U.S. Fencing All-Academic Team. Also included
comprised the épée team. The saber
was St. Mary’s Episcopal School junior Kit Bolich, who fences with MUS. Junior
team was composed of Smith, Turner,
Cale Carson – Épée Gold Medal
Matthias Leung, varsity captain, made the Honorable Mention Team.
and Hutson, with the foil team made
The Division Qualifiers for Summer Nationals was on March 27 in
up of Chism, Leung, and Sorensen.
Howard Choi – Épée Gold Medal
Murfreesboro, TN, and the team had a number of qualifiers for the USFA Summer
Aymett, a current student at the
Nationals. In the men’s division II/III épée competition, Freeburg came in second
University of the South, continues to
Trip Freeburg – Épée Silver Medal
and junior Cale Carson came in sixth. Smith came in third in the division II saber
fence varsity for MUS. The JV fencers
competition and senior Ian Turner came in third in division III saber. Henderson
are Carson, Choi, Henderson, Taylor,
Alden Henderson – Foil Gold Medal
placed first in the men’s cadet (U16) foil. Individual automatic qualifiers included
and Mayzell. The trainees include
Hutson, freshman Ryan Mayzell, and seventh grader Jeffrey Zheng. In teams,
freshmen Jared Ashkenaz and
Drew Hutson – Foil Gold Medal
Carson, Forsythe, Freeburg, Leung, Wheeler, and freshman Ben Taylor qualified
Aaron Clifft, Forsythe, and junior
Chase Schoelkopf – Two Épée
in men’s junior épée; Aymett, Freeburg, and Wheeler qualified for the men’s senior
William Smythe. Bolich and St.
épée team. Senior Barnes Chism, Henderson, and Leung qualified for the men’s
Mary’s freshman Abigail Aldea make
Gold Medals
junior foil team, and Mayzell, Smith, Turner, and Hutson qualified for the men’s
up the women’s team.
junior saber team.
The Lower School fencing team
Ben Smith – Two Saber Gold Medals,
Although the team suffered a disappointing loss in the Foil State Championship,
is composed of seventh graders
Two Saber Bronze Medals
the team improved greatly over the 2009 event, winning seven of 18 bouts. Chism,
Andrew Elsakr, Nick
Henderson, Leung, Zheng, and sophomore Mark Sorensen all won bouts.
DiMento, Spencer
Ian Turner – Two Saber Gold Medals
The épée event, however, had a better result. The bracket was filled by CBHS
Richey, and Zheng.
and the David Brainerd Christian School. CBHS came to the finals by winning a
J.P. Wheeler – Épée Silver Medal
tight match, 13-12.

2010 Fencing Awards

Jeffrey Zheng – Saber Bronze Medal
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Swinging Their Way to State
by Miss Lilly Rice

T

he Owls wanted to make this
season a special one, and, after
defeating Christian Brothers,
winning the USA Classic Championship,
and batting their way to the state championship game, they did just that.
“The win at the Classic marked only
the third victory against CBHS in school
history, and we beat them two more times
during the season,” pitcher Matt Williams
said. “Our three wins against CBHS this
season were more than all the other seasons
combined.”
Earning the school’s first USA Classic
title, this 28-10 team was well on its way
to making school history. Unlike years
past, the team was packed with several
experienced upperclassmen. With 12
seniors on the team, there was no shortage
of outstanding leadership. The team also
benefitted from having a sizeable bench,
23 guys deep to be exact.
“Every member of the team matured
throughout the season, not only as
individuals but also as team players,” Coach
Johnny Beard said. “Because of this, all of
our players accepted their individual roles,
and we were able to make certain moves
in the game.”
In the weeks following the USA
Classic Championship, MUS played 15
games, finishing 12-3 and defeating

Millington, Ridgeway, St. George’s,
Cordova, CBHS, Harding, Briarcrest,
Germantown, and St. Benedict.
“The main goal was to have fun, and
we accomplished that,” pitcher and third
baseman Jake Rudolph said. “Other than
that, we were trying to win every game,
always playing the next play. While doing
that, we put on a pretty lengthy streak of
several wins in a row.”
Winning the school’s first regional
championship since 1992, the Owls
enjoyed the thrill of victory. Swinging past
St. Benedict and Briarcrest, 5-1, MUS
earned a first-round bye and advanced to
sub-state, where the team shut out Pope
John Paul II, winning both games of the
doubleheader. The wins advanced them to
the state championship.
At state in Lebanon, TN, the ballpark
was packed, and MUS was ready to win.
“In past years, our team would have
been satisfied with our successes at the
USA Classic and regionals, but not this
year,” Williams said.
“We all knew we had a legitimate
chance to win state, and we fully intended
to do so,” said Rudolph. “Although we
came up a little short, we performed exceptionally well, and I think the team exceeded
the expectations of everyone around us.”
MUS lost the championship game to

Brentwood Academy,
but Beard said the
team walked away
from the season with a
sense of satisfaction.
“It truly is a
season to remember,”
said right fielder
Kelly Myers, who
is committed to play
baseball for Davidson
College in the fall.
The 2009-10
varsity baseball team
included seniors
Forrest Baty rounded the
Hunt Hensley,
bases while his teammates
cheered him on.
Drew Karban, Austin
Magruder, Gray
Manhein, Evans McCaul, Patrick
Massey, Myers, Jack Novotny, Alex
Perry, Rudolph, Wilson Waller, and
Williams, juniors Forrest Baty, Blake
Caummisar, William Cross, Jake
Deason, Landon Finney, Jason Manis,
Wells Prather, Jianyin Roachell, and
Carson Smith, sophomores Victor Cole,
Spencer Gruber, Daniel Harris, Wil
Hergenrader, and Holt Perdzock, and
freshmen Dalton Dulin and Andrew
Plunkett.
The varsity baseball team with the trophy they won at regionals
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Right on Target
by Miss Merrilee Kessler

Photography by Mr. Jerry Gallik

The trapshooting team was right on target this season

and dramatically improved their performances from last season at both the district shoot and state.
Head Coach Hamilton Eggers ’94 expressed pride in the team’s performance.
“The highlight of the season was definitely the fourth-place finish in the district,” he said. “I think that is
the highest finish for an MUS team in any shooting competition.”
The team performed well during the early Shelby County competitions, leading to a fourth-place finish for
the squad in the district shoot where the senior varsity team, consisting of Phillips Morrison, James Long,
Reid Sanders, Ben Benton, and John Hudson, shot 450 out of 500 targets.
The team headed to the regional shoot with high expectations, but the shoot was rescheduled and relocated
due to flooding at both of the shooting facilities. The
team qualified for the state shoot in Clarksville, TN,
on June 6, where they placed in the top 50 of 120
squads and shot 797 out of 1,000 targets.
Individually, the shooters did extremely well.
Morrison and Long both recorded perfect rounds,
hitting all 25 targets, and, in one round, Sanders hit
23 out of 25.
“The highlight of the season was definitely
going to the state shoot in Clarksville,” Benton said.
Whit Carr, Paul Stephens, Cullen West, and Taylor Bates
“I enjoyed the opportunity I had to spend time with
the seniors, ride go karts, travel in a high class bus,
and crack jokes with Coaches Eggers and Large.”
Sanders, team captain, credited his great
experience on the trapshooting team to the coaches.
“Being on the trapshooting team has been
one of the most rewarding experiences of my life,”
he said. “I have been able to enjoy one of my
favorite hobbies in a competitive environment with
an extremely supportive coaching staff whose
priority is for the shooters to enjoy what they are doing.”
Joe Hoffsommer, Austin Magruder, Joe Morrison, David Ursic
A team is nothing without good leadership,
and this year’s seniors showed commitment to leading their younger teammates.
“Reid Sanders, James Long, Phillips Morrison, and Austin Magruder took ownership of this team and made
my job easy,” Eggers said. “They will truly be missed.”
The camaraderie that the team shared was a motivating factor for Benton.
“Getting up at 7:00 a.m. on Saturdays is never fun,” he said. “However, the thought of getting up to shoot
with guys who you are close with and coaches that you can joke with is always something to look forward to.”
This year’s team included: seniors Whit Carr, Bryan Crenshaw, Long, Magruder, Phillips Morrison, Sanders,
Thomas Silas, Paul Stephens, and Michael Wilder; juniors Taylor Bates, Hudson, Andrew Kennedy,
Ben Roberts, Evan Sousoulas, Andrew Tackett, David Ursic, and Cullen West; sophomores Benton, Britt
Colcolough, Jackson Cross, Joe Hoffsommer, Taylor Mays, Joe Morrison, Tunkie Saunders, and Trip
Underwood; and freshmen Daniel Britton, Chris Fiedler, Will Jones, Alec Ossorio, Alex Taylor, and Jake
Woodman. Mr. Jonathan Large, history instructor, served as the assistant coach.

John Hudson, Ben Benton, Reid Sanders, James Long, and Phillips Morrison

Special Awards
Carter Lee Murray Spirit Award
Theresa Stone, mother of senior Rocky Stone
Al Wright Christian Character Award
Matthew Schaefer
Paul T. Gillespie Scholar-Athlete Award
Reid Sanders
James R. Haygood III
Best All Around Athlete Award
Stephond Allmond
MUS Swimming Spirit Award
Chase Harriman and
Emmett Montgomery
Most Valuable Swimmer Award
Alexander Kaltenborn
Swim Coach’s Award
Daniel Clark and Peterson Wellford

The Commercial Appeal’s
Best of the Preps
Football Offense Overall Winner:
Barry Brunetti
Football Defense Overall Winner:
Harrison Martin
Boys Lacrosse Overall Winner:
Franklin Martin
Boys Tennis Overall Winner:
Marshall Sharp
Private School Division Athlete of the Year:
Stephond Allmond
Football Coach of the Year:
Bobby Alston
Swimming Coach of the Year:
Laurie Clark
Lacrosse Coach of the Year:
Elliott Dent
Baseball Coach of the Year:
Johnny Beard
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Boys’ Division Team Award:
MUS

Photography by Mr. Jerry Gallik

Eighty-four
students lettered in
varsity football.

Reid Sanders, Matthew Schaefer, Stephond Allmond,
and Mrs. Theresa Stone

Jake Rudesill, Van Putman, Holman Moores, Wilson Orr,
and Daniel McLeod lettered in varsity golf.
(not pictured: Clifton Jordan, Jerry B. Martin,
Matthew Murphy, and Zachary Olsen)

Best of Preps continued

Baseball
Private School Team:
Victor Cole, Jason Manis, and Jake Rudolph
Basketball
Private School Boys’ Team:
Joseph Amagliani and Carlton McCord
Lacrosse
Private School Boys’ Team:
Norfleet Abston, Henry Dickinson, Rob Dickinson,
Sam Harris, Blake Hennessy, Peyton Klawinski,
Franklin Martin, Russell Scott, and Quay Stallworth
Individual Finalist:
Rob Dickinson, Franklin Martin, and Russell Scott

This year’s cross country lettermen are
Buckner Hasenmueller, Tate Yawn,
George Ormseth, John Oates, Charles Belina,
Shea Gabrielleschi, and Bobby Bell.
(not pictured: Thomas Silas and Chris Walker)

Seven students lettered in
varsity bowling, including
Reid Sanders and
Colin Thomas. (not pictured:
George Curran, Matthew
Harriman, Patrick Nenon,
Paul Stephens, and
Kevin Szymkowicz)

Obaid Anwar, Crews Wellford, Taylor Jordan, Andrew Kennedy, Tony Bui,
Petterson Wellford, Nedas Jakstas, Alexander Kaltenborn, James Davies,
Chase Harriman, Mason Soun, Daniel Clark, Emmett Montgomery,
Steven Bell, Michael Green, and Richard Twardzik, lettered in varsity
swimming. (not pictured: Adam Crow and Ethan Landau)

Soccer
Private School Boys’ Team:
Mathieu Baker, Toby Baker, Matt Montsinger,
and George Utkov
Individual finalist:
Toby Baker
Swimming
Private School Boys’ Team:
Alexander Kaltenborn, Andrew Kennedy,
Crews Wellford, and Peterson Wellford
Tennis
Private School Boys’ Team:
Will Carruthers, J.P. DeVincenzo, William George,
Cliff Guyton, Marshall Sharp, and Walker Sims
Individual Boys’ Finalist:
Will Carruthers, Cliff Guyton, and Marshall Sharp

Track
Private School Boys’ Team:
Stephond Allmond, Elliott Bryant, Sam Cox,
Shea Gabrielleschi, Eli Goldstein, Hank Hill, Keith
McBride, Carlton McCord, and Colin Thomas
4-by-100-meter relay team of Alex Dale,
Michael Glenn, Hank Hill, and Keith McBride
4-by-200-meter relay team also of Alex Dale,
Michael Glenn, Hank Hill, and Keith McBride
4-by-400-meter relay team of Michael Glenn,
Jak Kinney, Colin Thomas, and Trip Underwood
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Right on Track

Senior Stephond Allmond signed his commitment letter
to run track for East Tennessee State University.

Senior Christian Kauffman was honored for his athletic and
academic achievements by the Memphis Chapter of the
National Football Foundation and College Football Hall of
Fame on May 10 at their annual black-tie dinner honoring
Memphis scholar-athletes. Kauffman, a Tennessee Titans
Mr. Football finalist for Kicker of the Year, began football
practice with the University of Alabama in June.

After dashing, jumping, and sprinting their
way to strong finishes during the regular season,
the freshman/JV track team ended the year at
the championship meet.
In the championship meet, winners
included Ben Benton (JV discus, JV shot
put), Eli Goldstein (JV pole vault), Buckner
Hasenmueller (freshmen 1600-meter run),
Nedas Jakstas (freshmen high jump), and
Farhan Kathawala (freshmen pole vault).
Hasenmueller’s 1600-meter run set a new meet
record of 4:48.7.
Buckner Hasenmueller
Others who finished in the top-five of the
championship meet included the following: Britt Colcolough (second in the
JV discus), Dustin Conway (second in both the freshmen 100-meter dash and
200-meter dash), Alex Dale (second in the JV 200-meter dash), Hasenmueller
(second in both the 3200-meter run and 800-meter run), Jak Kinney (third in
the freshmen 400-meter dash), Edward Lake (fourth in the freshmen 100-meter
dash), River Morris (third in the JV discus and fifth in the JV shot put), Josh
Patterson (second in the freshmen high jump), John Sousoulas (third in the JV
long jump and fourth in the JV triple jump), Ben Still (fourth in the JV shot put),
Trip Underwood (second in the JV 400-meter dash), Nicholas Vergos
(second in the JV shot put), and Chris Walker (third in the freshmen shot put).
Members of the freshman/JV team included junior Philip Overton, sophomores Charles Belina, Benton, Colcolough, Jackson Cross, Dale, Nathan
Franklin, Goldstein, David Lee, Carlton McCord, Morris, Aaron Noble,
John Oates, Christian Patterson, Sousoulas, Still, Underwood, Vergos,
Walker, Markus Williams, and Tate Yawn, and freshmen Hall Ballinger,
Conway, Tripp Crews, Hasenmueller, Jakstas, Kathawala, Chaz Kemp,
A.J. Kharbanda, Kinney, Lake, William Mann, Josh Patterson, Matthew
Reid, Andrew Renshaw, Sam Rosenberg, Mac Trammell, DJ Walker,
and Jonathan Wilfong.

Freshmen Kick it Up a Notch

Senior Franklin Martin (left) signed his official commitment
letter to play lacrosse at the U.S. Air Force Academy, and
senior Jake Rudolph (right) committed to play football
at Washington and Lee University.
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ased on the freshman soccer team’s undefeated
season, MUS soccer fans and coaches can look
forward to more winning seasons from this skilled
group of players who have three years remaining in
the program.
Led by Coach Todd Erickson and Coach Billy
Smith, the team completed one of the most
dominant seasons in the program’s history as it
controlled each of its seven games.
Members of the very talented squad
Will Kaelin
included Grayson Andrews, Srujan Bethi, John
Brand, Tucker Brock, Walker Bussey-Spencer, Daniel Camuti, Ashton
Clark, Marshall Clark, Dobson Dunavant, Forrest Field, Kyle Gossett,
Grant Hechinger, Will Jones, Will Kaelin, Stone McSpadden, Shaheen
Mokhtari, David Montgomery, Trey O’Bannon, Scott Sanders, Bobby
Scott, Blake Smith, Nathan Vogt, Hayes Westlake, and Chip Womack.
What made this team’s dominance even more impressive was that its
opponents were some of the best teams in the area. The Owls played well
throughout, defeating the CBHS freshmen twice, Collierville, ECS, Houston,
St. Benedict JV, and St. George’s JV, all very talented squads.

Photo by Mr. Jerry Gallik
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A Home Run Season
by Miss Lilly Rice

and Noah Thomas, in the infield, and freshmen Matt Bolton,
Ousting their competitors on 21 different occasions,
James Burnett, Tate Lowrance, Bryan Luttrell, and Jonathan
the junior varsity baseball team exceeded even their own
Phipps, in the outfield.
expectations for the season.
When Hergenrader wasn’t behind the plate,
“Going into the season, needless to say, we
freshman Alex Weaver took charge as catcher.
wanted to win games, and we were able to do
Although Weaver was new to the position, he
that, finishing with only one loss,” sophomore
caught on quickly.
Spencer Gruber said.
The junior varsity team finished the season
Armed with a top-of-the-line pitching staff,
with just one loss on the books, and, as Francis
MUS shut out their competitors on a regular
explained, everyone on the team deserves a pat
basis. The Owls had some of the best throws
on the back.
in the state with Gruber, sophomore Daniel
“Coach Finney worked us as hard as he could,
Harris, and freshmen Andrew Plunkett and
and I know that every player on the team matured
Jordan Rodgers on the mound.
greatly throughout the season,” he said.
With sophomore Wil Hergenrader, the
“Looking back on the season, I am very proud
team’s starting catcher, and freshmen Dalton
of what the junior varsity team accomplished,”
Dulin and Shane Tucker leading the offense,
Wil Hergenrader
added Harris. “Early in the year, Coach Finney and
the team could count on a strong lineup.
Coach Beard told us that we could be the best junior varsity
As the opposing team would come to bat, the Owls
team to come through MUS in recent years, and we set out
knew that no hit was too much to handle for Rodgers,
to do just that.”
sophomore Edward Francis, and freshmen Trey O’Neal

T

he JV lacrosse team completed an
outstanding 7-1 season, ensuring
a strong lacrosse program for
seasons to come.
Members of this year’s team
included junior Stephen Valentine;
sophomores Charlie Freeburg, Scott
Freeburg, Joe Morrison, and Ross
Warner; freshmen Wills Abston,
Philip Aiken, Selby Austin, Seth
Carson, Fraser Humphreys, Grant
James, Jackson Loeb, Kris Lucas,
Ryan Mayzell, Andrew
Miller, Wil Rainer, Remy
Rea, and Fort Robinson;
and eighth graders
Lucas Crenshaw,
Patrick DiMento,
Jackson Roberts, Nick
Schwartz, James Sexton,
and John Valentine.
After an easy opening

win over Houston, the Owls faced some
of the best competition that Middle
Tennessee has to offer and played
well. MUS dispatched Brentwood High
School, 12-4, in game two. Then, in
one of the most exciting games of the
season, the Owls beat the Ravenwood
team, 8-7, in double overtime to stay
undefeated. MUS would lose its only
game of the year in their fourth contest
as MBA scored a goal with mere seconds remaining to take the 9-8 win as
MUS’ record stood at 3-1.
Despite this setback,
the Owls bounced back
to win their final four
games handily, beating
Houston, CBHS, MBA,
and Franklin, to finish the
year at 7-1.
Head Coach Whit
Tenent ’00 put the

Remy Rea (front) and
Andrew Miller (back)

season and
his team into
perspective.
“As a
group, they
set a goal
to have an
undefeated
JV season,
and they
worked
Ryan Mayzell
toward that
goal and consistently got better
throughout the season,” he said.
“As a coach, I look forward to their
working harder to have future
undefeated seasons.”
With the expertise of Tenent and
Assistant Coach Ron Ansley ’97, these
student athletes will be ready to
compete for Coach Elliot Dent and
the varsity program.
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JV Lacrosse Scoops Competition
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Eighth Graders at Bat
Led by Coach Ben Clanton and Coach David
Delugach, the eighth-grade baseball team swung away
to have a winning season.
Members of the team included Bailey Buford,
Andrew Counce, John Estes, Michael
Fitzsimmons, Blake Fountain, Chris Galvin, Bud
Harris, A.J. Hunt, and Grayson Lynn.
After losing their first two games, the Owls put
together a five-game winning streak as they defeated
Fayette Academy twice, SBEC twice, and Briarcrest.
However, the Saints avenged that loss in the next game
with a close 9-8 win over MUS to end the winning streak.
The Owls ended the regular season by splitting their
final two games as they lost to Harding, 3-2, but beat
Fayette Academy, 11-1, as their record stood at 6-4.
The two losses to Harding in the regular season
were very close and, unfortunately, served as a preview
of the tournament game. In a pitchers’ dual against the
Lions, MUS came up just short, 2-1, as they ended
their year at 6-5 overall.
Despite the loss, the team gained essential experience
that will benefit them as they head toward Coach
Johnny Beard and the varsity program.

Seventh-Grade Baseball Wrap-Up

Richard Twardzik (front) and
George Ormseth (back)

Max Sheppard

The seventh-grade baseball team took to the diamond
and fought hard against tough competitors throughout the
season to gain valuable experience.
The team began the year with two losses before
trouncing Briarcrest, 15-1. From there, they would split
their next two games, losing to Brighton and beating ECS,
as their record stood at 2-3.
While the Owls lost their next three games, including
two by one run, the team seemed to learn from these tough
losses as the postseason neared.
The team won their last two regular season games,
defeating St. George’s and Briarcrest, to improve to 4-6.
However, taking on Brighton in the tournament, the Owls
could not come back as they fell to the Cardinals to end
their season at 4-7.
Members of the squad included Chandler Adkins,
Davis Baty, Michael Carter, Jack Christenbury,
David Clarke, Scottie Dill, Robby Matthews, Jack
McDowell, Selden Montgomery, Jason Stein, Lee
Tate, Gaines Whitington, and Connor Wright.
These student-athletes learned a great deal from
their coaches, Mr. Ned Boyer, Mr. Andy Malmo, and
Mr. Jeff Wright, and represented MUS well.
John Grayson
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Race to the Finish
The Lower School track team ran
circles around the competition, winning
three of its four regular meets and finishing
with a 16-1 regular season record.
The team was led by a strong group
of field participants. Eighth graders
B.J. Lewis (discus), Dennis Parnell
(discus, shot put), and Kenneth
Watson (high jump) and seventh grader
Harrison Cox (long jump) all had fine
seasons and scored team points at the
championship meet. In fact, Parnell won
the discus with a throw of 122-10.
Owl sprinters also had solid performances and contributed greatly to the
season’s success. Eighth graders Darien
Bradburn (100-meter, 200-meter, 4-by100-meter relay, 4-by-200 relay), Berry
Brooks (100 hurdles), Tate Solberg
(4-by-200 relay), and seventh graders
Cox (100, 200, 4-by-100 relay), Nick
Dunn (4-by-100 relay, 4-by-200 relay),
Hays Moreland (400, 4-by-100 relay),

and Gaines Whitington (100 hurdles,
4-by-200 relay) all improved throughout
the season and earned points for the
team at the Shelby League Meet. Both
the 4-by-100 and 4-by-200 teams won
their races in the final meet.
The Owls also were very competitive
in distance events. At the championship
meet, seventh grader Rashad Orange
won the 800-meter run; seventh grader
Pierce Rose claimed fifth in the 1600meter race; and the 4-by-400-meter
relay team of Brooks, Moreland, Orange,
Rose, and took third overall.
Led by Coach Matt Bakke,
Coach Glenn Rogers, and Coach Tom
Christenbury, MUS won three regularseason meets, defeating rivals Briarcrest,
Collegiate School of Memphis, Grace-St.
Luke’s, Harding, Lausanne, Rossville,
SBEC, St. Dominic, St. Francis, St.
George’s, and Woodland. The only squad
to defeat the Owls this year was ECS.

At the Shelby League Meet in late
April, Owls’ field participants put the home
team in second place as they tallied 27 points.
Then, after a week delay because of
rain, MUS participants came back determined to erase a 31-point deficit. The
runners performed well to come within
five points of the lead as they headed
into the final race, the 4-by-400-meter
relay. Yet, the Owls could not complete
the comeback as they ultimately fell to
champion ECS, 118-111. On that final day,
MUS runners won five of the nine races.
Individually, Bradburn won the Dan
Griffin Most Outstanding Performance
Award for the boys, as he won the
100- and 200-meter races, and anchored
the winning 4-by-100 relay and 4-by200 relay.
Despite claiming second overall in
the final meet, the track team turned
in outstanding performances all season.

Eighth-Grade Soccer Summary

A

lthough the eighth-grade soccer team didn’t attain its goal of
winning the league championship, Coach Spencer Reese ’94 said he
was pleased with the overall season.
“Despite not attaining our ultimate goal, the team showed character
in the face of adversity that defined our season,” he said. “That character is
what I will remember about this group.”
The team completed its 2010 season at 4-4 by playing competitive soccer throughout the year. Members of the team included Jeremy
Boshwit, Thornton Brooksbank, Alex Carter, David Collins, Andrew
Crosby, Renn Eason, Thomas Eddins, Seamus Fitzhenry, Salman
Haque, Samuel Hecht, Jack Henke, Jones Hussey, Leshan Moodley,
Aditya Shah, Elliot Slovis, Paul Stevenson, Fredrick Thompson, Zain
Virk, and Gary Wunderlich.
MUS began the season with an impressive 8-0 victory over Briarcrest

as the squad played well. Then, in game two, in a preview of the tournament
game, the Owls lost to a very skilled St. George’s team to even its record
at 1-1. Yet the team came back from the defeat to handle Woodland in its
next match to end March at 2-1 overall.
The Owls ended the regular season with three matches against
quality competition. First, the squad easily handled FACS as it continued
to gain momentum. But tough losses to ECS and the very-talented MUS
seventh-grade team ended the regular season at 3-3.
Then, in the Shelby League Tournament, MUS began with a shutout
victory over Woodland in the quarterfinals to advance to the semifinals.
After several postponements because of weather, the Owls finally met
top-seeded St. George’s on the Gryphons’ home field. After falling behind
very early, MUS settled down and played well but, as their season ended,
could not muster a comeback.
Inside MUS
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Lower School Tennis
Aces Season
The Lower School tennis team continued their Shelby
League dominance as they finished the year undefeated and won
both the singles and doubles titles in the postseason tournament.
Led by Coach Trey Suddarth, the squad included eighth
graders Jacob Birnbaum, Michael Birnbaum, Tully Dicken,
Davis Owen, Marshall Sullivan, and Hunter Varner and seventh graders Michael Apple, Sairam Gudiseva, Paul LaHue,
Spencer Richey, Arnav Thakur, and Zach Walker.
The Owls finished the regular season 8-0 as they easily
defeated Briarcrest, Houston, Lausanne, Montgomery Bell
Academy, St. Dominic, St. Francis, St. George’s, and Woodland.
Then, in the Shelby League tournament, MUS swept all
spots in the finals. In singles action, Richey defeated Apple in a
competitive match to take the singles championship. And in the
doubles bracket, the duo of Michael Birnbaum and Sullivan easily
handled the team of Dicken and Owen to take the title.

W

Seventh-Grade
Soccer Survey

hat’s the only Shelby League boys’ soccer team
comprised of all seventh graders who play against teams
with older players to do? Use their differences as motivation.
Coach Mikey McGuire and the seventh-grade Owls
completed an excellent season, finishing 5-3 overall and reaching
the semifinals of the league tournament.
The season began as the talented Owls blew out FACS, 12-1,
in game one. Unfortunately, they would suffer their first loss
of the year in their next game as they fell to ECS, the eventual
league champion, in a physical contest.
MUS, however, would go on to win their next two matches,
besting Woodland and Briarcrest, to improve to 3-1 overall. Yet,
that winning streak snapped in their next game as a skilled St.
George’s squad defeated the Owls. But the seventh graders would
bounce back in the final game of the regular season when they
soundly defeated the MUS eighth graders, 3-0, to become
the first seventh graders to win the Beck Cup, the annual
game between the two grades.
With the win, the Owls earned the third seed in the
tournament. In its opening match, they handled Briarcrest
again to advance to the semifinals. Unfortunately, after
several flooding postponements, McGuire’s team fell to ECS, 4-1.
Members of the squad included: C.J. Broady, Harrison
Cox, Alex Creson, Baty Daniel, Andrew Elsakr, Michael
Jacobs, Keegan Jones, Luke Jordan, Robby Matthews,
William Merriman, Max Meyer, Tristan Morris, Roberto
Olvera, Spencer Richey, Andrew Shelton, Hamid Shirwany,
Bennett Wilfong, and Yunhua Zhao.
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T

he Lower School lacrosse A- and B-teams were strong
forces on the field as they, together, only lost two games
this season and dominated the competition.
Due to the huge popularity of the sport, the lacrosse program
formed two teams. The A-team included eighth graders Lucas
Crenshaw, Patrick DiMento, Jake Eissler, Lance Escue,
Sam Fowlkes, Tyler Jacks, Myatt McClure, Jackson
Roberts, Nick Schwartz, James Sexton, Eason Taylor,
Michael Turley, and John Valentine and seventh-graders Will
Farnsworth and Hayden Hunt. Eighth grader Ben Ormseth
was also on the squad but was sidelined because of an injury.
Some players played on both the A- and B-teams during the
season. They included eighth graders Austin Dobbs, Logan
Friday, Tal Keel, Jay Mitchum, Will Morrison, and Luke
Stallings and seventh graders Patrick Demere, Tom Garrott,
Robert Gooch, Will Hunt, John Madden, Peter Phillips,
Joseph Preston, Carter Sweat, and Griffin Wilson.
The B-team was made up of eighth graders Von Churchwell,
Mitchell Clark, Josh Douglass, and Jeffrey Lancaster and
seventh graders Mitchell Apollonio, Chris Boswell, Alex
Carruthers, Thomas Hayes, Will Hays, Lewis Hergenrader,
Jonathan Jennings, John Kakales, Butch Matthews,
Preston Roberts, Sherman Tabor, and Ty Wolf.
The A-team finished the season at 13-1, outscoring their opponents, 149-38. They defeated local teams CBHS, Collierville,
Houston, the Knights, Lausanne, St. George’s, and the Saints.
They also dispatched Nashville-area teams Harding Academy,
Hendersonville, and Montgomery Bell Academy, defeating all three
teams in Nashville. Their only loss came in a 9-4 game against the
CBHS freshman team.
Their regular season earned them the top seed in the
postseason tournament and a berth in the finals. In the
championship game, MUS claimed their 12th consecutive title,
defeating the Saints, 7-4.
The B-team also had a fine year as they finished 6-1, defeating
Hendersonville, the Knights, MBA, St. George’s, and the Saints,
while losing only to Collierville.
Under the guidance of Coaches David Gearhardt, Jeffrey Block,
Pat DiMento, Kevin Eissler, Dave Rea, and Jack Straton, these
young Owls improved and continued the excellence of the MUS
lacrosse program.

Annie Shoots and Scores
% With Audiences %
by Kevin Szymkowicz ’11

In April, MUST C Productions presented
the charming and beloved tale of boy meets
girl in Annie Get Your Gun, directed by
Mr. Tim Greer. From hilarious to heartwrenching, this musical charmed audiences
with its expert acting, supreme direction, and shocking
stunts, as multifarious and impressive as sharpshooting, zip-lining, and even both combined.
“Annie Get Your Gun has been one of my favorite
musicals for a long time, and I was happy to have the
right opportunity to direct it,” said Greer, who is director
of Theater at MUS. “It’s a complex show, with various
stunts, more than 50 costume changes, and a story that
spans multiple locations on two continents. I was quite
proud of the job our cast and crew did on this production.”
The story begins with Buffalo Bill’s troupe
resting at a lonely old hotel, tired from their traveling
and exciting lives. There, they encounter rejection from
the hotel owner, Foster Wilson (junior Alex Jarratt),
who refuses to supply them with rooms, afraid they’ll
destroy them. Buffalo Bill (Mr. Barry Ray) and his
assistant, Charlie Davenport (sophomore Morgan
Hunt) fail at making concessions, so Frank Butler (senior
Harrison Martin), the star of the show, bets Foster
$100 against any sharpshooter he can find in exchange
for rooms. Eager to win, Foster searches all over and
finally comes across Annie Oakley (Hutchison senior
Corrine Mestemacher), a no-name country girl who is,
surprisingly, an amazing shot. Annie meets Frank before

the match, and, not knowing that he is the
competition, falls in love with him.
When the match is set and Frank walks out
as the competitor, Annie is beyond surprised, but
she refuses to back down. After seven rounds of
perfect shooting, Frank misses, leaving Annie victorious.
After her impressive display of shooting, Buffalo Bill and
Charlie decide to introduce her to show business and
invite her to become part of the crew. Annie graciously
and eagerly accepts, excited to be with Frank. Thus
begins the wild love story between Annie and Frank,
where separations, competitions, and fights challenge
and strengthen their love to make it the thing of legends.
Tied in with the affectionate love story between
Annie and Frank are the equally compelling romances
between Tommy Keeler (freshman Sam Shankman),
the half-Native American knife thrower in Buffalo
Bill’s show, and Winnie Tate (Hutchison junior Weezie
Steffner), Tommy’s lovely assistant in the show. Both
young and madly in love, their only opposition is
Winnie’s sister, Dolly Tate (Hutchison senior Mary
Catherine Hughes).
Other members of the cast included Chief Sitting
Bull (sophomore Ashish Nathani), the serious and
often hysterical Indian chieftain who adopts Annie as his
daughter; Annie’s delightful siblings: Little Jake (eighth
grader Samuel Ostrow), Nellie (Hutchison sixth grader
Julia Counce), and Jessie (Hutchison senior Katharine
Hammond); Pawnee Bill (Mr. Norman Thompson), and

the ensemble, which included seniors Daryan Barnes, Ted
Fockler, and Ryan Turner, and juniors Kenny Johnson
and Anand Patel.
Essential to the production was Mr. Andy Saunders,
production designer; Mr. John Hiltonsmith, musical director;
junior William Smythe, stage manager; Mrs. Kimberly
Baker, choreographer. Junior Joseph Levy was in charge of
lights, with Hunt, Smythe, sophomore Thomas Threlkeld,
and freshman Charles Bettendorf on the set crew. The
set was constructed by members of the Theater Production
class, which included seniors Bobby Bell, Daniel Clark,
Conner Davis, Josh Feler, Fockler, Chase Harriman, John
Michael Hoyle, and Travis Nauert and juniors Jake Deason,
Landon Finney, Levy, Britt McGuire, and Ben Roberts.
The promotional art
was designed by
senior Sam Ferguson
as an assignment for
Mrs. Terry Balton’s
Digital Design class.

(front row, from left) Anand Patel, Kirra Horne, Hannah Morehead, Sarah Helton, Ellen Cohen, Michael Lewandowski, (middle row, from left) Ted Fockler, Will Forsythe, Kenny Johnson,
Daryan Barnes, Evan Baker, Alex Jarratt, Ryan Turner, (back row, from left) Morgan Hunt, Mary Catherine Hughes, Weezie Steffner, Sam Shankman, Mr. Norman Thompson, Ashish Nathani,
Mr. Barry Ray, Samuel Ostrow, Julia Counce, Catherine Hammond, (far back row, from left) Harrison Martin, and Corrine Mestemacher
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Lead by Mr. Lin Askew, (clockwise, from bottom) Peter Rainer, Cameron
Crawford, Thomas Silas, Steven Bell, Franklin Martin, Kyle Anthony, Gabe
Ruby, Keith McBride, John Michael Hoyle, Paul Stephens, Bryan Crenshaw,
George Utkov, Wilson Waller, Norfleet Abston, Louis Jackson, and Wilson Orr
journeyed to Oxford, MS, for a Southern Renaissance field trip.
One of the destinations was William Faulkner’s grave.

Mr. Eddie Batey and seniors Drew Karban and Elliott Bryant made sure
the annual Faculty-Senior Basketball Game was a fair one.

Juniors Stephen Valentine, Cullen West,
James Akers, and Shea Gabrielleschi
enjoyed the Student Council Block Party.

Juniors David Ursic, Russell Scott, and Anand Patel

Senior
Colin Thomas
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Freshmen Chip Womack, Andrew
Renshaw, and Derrick Baber

Mrs. Analice Sowell checked to see if sophomore
Tate Yawn’s homemade ice cream was ready
while sophomore Edward Good waited in line.
The exercise was part of a chemistry
laboratory experiment.

Junior Landon Finney and
sophomore Victor Cole

Eighth
graders
Chris Galvin
(front) and
Marshall
Sullivan (back)
got some fresh air
before their lunch
break ended.

A dm i ss i ons Overv i ew
by Mrs. Peggy Williamson, Director of Admissions

“I can’t imagine a
student wanting to go

staff. The complete list of things to love about MUS would

to any other school

be quite long indeed.

than MUS.”

Mrs. Peggy Williamson

Inviting prospective students and parents to learn more

“MUS is family.”

about a school like MUS is a tremendous opportunity for all

These two state-

of us here. In fact, I would suggest it is another of our team

ments highlight a

sports. Without the coordinated support of students, faculty,

recurring theme that has been heard over and over this year.

staff, administration, alumni, and parents, the teamwork of

The first one came from a visiting parent after a tour of the

everyone here, we would not enjoy the success that has

school by some of our Ambassadors. The second came from

happened again this year in our admissions season.

a staff member. Both illustrate the feeling you get that MUS
is, indeed, a special place.
As a newcomer, it has been a great privilege for me to

We have enrolled a very exciting group of new students
for the 2010-11 school year, and they come from Midtown
to Cordova, Hernando to Eads, and from as far away as

see the school from the inside and to hear the excitement

Bahrain. Twenty-eight schools are represented by students

reflected in the words above. Having grown up in Memphis

entering in the fall, and we are thrilled to be adding all of

and having worked in education for many years, I thought

these new students to our school.

I knew MUS. I was wrong. There is so much more to the
“MUS experience” than I previously had known.
I love the way tradition and excellence are woven

Photography by Mr. Charles Wayne Harrell

individual attention that students receive from faculty and

Next year’s admissions season will soon be upon us,
and your help is greatly appreciated. Our priority application deadline will be Friday, December 10. All applications

throughout the MUS experience. I also love the way students

received by that date will be considered in our first round of

recognize that school is important and they want to do well.

discussions. Applications may be accepted after the priority

I love the sense of healthy competition – both in academics

deadline and will be reviewed depending on available space.

and on the athletic fields. I love the way the school models

Please encourage anyone wanting to apply for the 2011-12

strong leadership on a daily basis. I love the many ways that

school year to do so early. They are welcome to call us at

students learn to give back to their community. I love the

(901) 260-1304 to get more information and to

camaraderie between students and faculty. I love seeing the

schedule a visit.
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Alex Perry, Jesse Wade,
Holman Moores, and
Michael Wilder at the
Senior Picnic

Patrick Massey and Matt Williams
at the Senior Brunch
Ted Fockler and Gab Oigbokie
at the Senior Picnic

(front row, from left)
Drew Karban, Hunt Hensley,
Alex Perry, Ben Smith,
(back row, from left) Graham
Stewart, Rocky Stone,
Will Taylor, Colin Thomas,
and George Utkov got into
the spirit of Mock Graduation
by dressing up in costumes.
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John Austin Monteith and Peterson
Wellford attended the Senior
Brunch at the headmaster’s house
prior to graduation rehearsal.

Seniors Ryan Turner, Jake Rudolph, Daniel Clark,
and Michael Lewandowski had the perfect cure for
senioritis: class outside.
Kyle Anthony and
James Long enjoyed the
Senior Picnic.

Will Carruthers and
Austin Magruder
Stephond Allmond, Jake Rudolph, and Hank Hill are the Class of 2010
representatives. They will forward news about their classmates
to the school for inclusion in MUS Today.
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Rome If You Want To
by Miss Lilly Rice

A

fter reading about Roman culture and
history in Latin class, sophomore
Wil Hergenrader was itching to experience
Rome for himself. He was one of 16
students who boarded a plane one late
March evening and arrived in Rome more
than 12 hours later to take part in the 2010
Spring Break Rome Tour.
Hergenrader and the rest of the group
first traveled to Sorrento, a small resort
town that provides easy access to other
sites in the region of Campania.
“Consisting of a vivid blue sky, citrus
trees, and mountainous scenery, Sorrento
seemed like the most beautiful place on
earth to some of us,” Hergenrader said.
With a native Italian as their guide,
the group took day trips to the ancient
ruins of Pompeii, the smaller resort town of
Herculaneum, and Paestum, a Greek colony
also known as Poseidonia. After exploring
the Amalfi Coast for two days, the group
continued to Naples, where they visited
the National Archaeological Museum and
enjoyed a walking tour of the port city.
The second part of the trip was based
in Rome where the group visited the
Spanish Steps and explored the surrounding
areas, including the Piazza Navona. The
next day, they made stops at the Vatican
Museum and St. Peter’s Basilica in Vatican
City, Hadrian’s Tomb along the Tiber
River, and the Ara Pacis Augustae (Altar
of Augustan Peace). Their exploration of
Roman culture and history continued the
next day, as they visited the Palatine Hill,
the Roman Forum, the Arch of Constantine,
the Capitoline Museum, the Pantheon, and
other sites. The following day, the group
cancelled its trip to Ostia, the ancient
seaport of Rome, because of rain. Instead,
they traveled to the Catacombes of San

Sebastian along the Appian Way, also
seeing San Paulo (St. Paul’s Outside the
Walls) and San Pietro in Vincoli (Saint Peter
in Chains), which houses Michelangelo’s
famous statue of Moses. Ending their trip
at the Trevi Fountain, everyone tossed in
their coins in hope of someday returning
to Rome.
Students travel to Italy to gain a better
understanding and appreciation of Roman
history, according to Mrs. Marilyn Reinhardt,
Latin instructor and faculty sponsor.
“I remember the first time I saw the
Colosseum and the Roman Forum and how
overwhelmed I was by their size and beauty,” she said. “Just the fact that I was standing in the same spot as all those famous
Romans many years ago was very special.
I hope this trip brought to life the words
and pictures that the students have seen in
their Latin studies.”
Every other year, Latin II and III students travel to Italy over spring break to
experience firsthand what they have been
studying for the past few years.
For Hergenrader, the trip to Pompeii
was especially moving.
“In class, we had translated accounts
of the Mt. Vesuvius disaster written by
Pliny, but seeing is believing,” he said. “The
chance to see these amazing sites in person brought history to life in a way that
cannot compare to any textbook.”
Joining Reinhardt and Hergenrader
on the trip were Mrs. Laurie Clark, assistant
registrar, sophomores Charles Belina, Britt
Colcolough, Daniel Harris, Nick James,
Nicholas Rouse, Drew Stevenson, and Chris
Walker and freshmen James Belina, Tucker
Brock, Walker Bussey-Spencer, George
Byars, Jefferson Douglas, Drew Hutson,
Sam Shankman, and Edward Simpson.

Photo courtesy of Wil Hergenrader

(front row, from left) Nicholas Rouse, Drew Hutson, Jefferson Douglas, Nick James, Tucker Brock, Daniel Harris, Drew Stevenson, (back row, from left) Edward
Simpson, Sam Shankman, Walker Bussey-Spencer, James Belina, George Byars, Britt Colcolough, Chris Walker, Charles Belina, and Wil Hergenrader
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(front row, from left) Jones Hussey, Andy Sorensen, Xavier Greer, Preston Roberts,
John Kakales, Lee Tate, (back row, from left) Francis Carlota, Shivam Bhakta,
Alex Carruthers, Cole Ettingoff, Matthew Gayoso, and John Valentine

Inspiring Good Work
by Miss Merrilee Kessler

When eighth grader Cole Ettingoff
re-formed the Lower School Civic Service
Organization at the beginning of school, his
goal was not only to show his Lower School
classmates that they should volunteer, but also
to help them see how much fun it could be.
“I wanted to give my classmates an
opportunity to give back to the community
in a way that would be appealing to them,”
Ettingoff said.
The Lower School CSO executive committee includes eighth graders Shivam
Bhakta, Francis Carlota, Ettingoff, Matthew
Gayoso, Jones Hussey, Andy Sorensen,
John Valentine, and seventh graders Alex
Carruthers, Xavier Greer, John Kakales,
Preston Roberts, and Lee Tate.
Led by Ettingoff, they have organized
events including supporting alumni in the
Forest Spence 5K, cheering on Hutchison and
St. Mary’s students who participated in the
Race for the Cure, and cleaning up campus
before the Admissions Open House. With each
event, student participation has increased.
Their biggest project took place in
February. Students from New Hope Christian
Academy and Ridgeway came to MUS to play
basketball and dodge ball, participate in team
building activities, and eat pizza.
“We really wanted to make sure that all
Memphis-area students know that they can
go to college if they want to and work hard,”
Ettingoff said. “This event created a great
opportunity to take some of the most promising non-MUS students in our community and
have a day of fun and games with them while
also bringing them vital information.”
Senior Stephond Allmond spoke to the
students about time management and how best
to balance school, athletics, and a social life.
According to Ettingoff, the organization
exists because of the faculty and staff support
they receive.
“Mr. [Eddie] Batey, Mrs. [Julia]
DeBardeleben, Mr. [Clay] Smythe ’85, and the
rest of the Lower School faculty have assisted
whenever asked, and they have been as much
of a player in shaping our organization as the
students have been,” he said.

F rom the K emmons W i lson L eadersh i p D evelopment & C ounsel i ng C enter

Parent Speaker Series Recap
by Mrs. Catherine Schuhmacher, Lower School Counselor

Mr. Brian K. Smith,
director of College
Counseling, closed our
Spring Parent Speaker
Series with a packed house
April 8. He spoke to
parents about simplifying
the college admission process, and, more
specifically, about the changing college
admissions scene.
Getting into the college of one’s choice
is no longer just about ACT or SAT scores.
College admissions officers look at everything from daily grades and conduct to civic
service involvement and those “special”
extracurricular activities that make a student
unique. The important take-home message
was that kids need to get involved.
Smith also stressed the importance of
high-level classes and of showing interest in
schools. Students shouldn’t let admissions
officers wonder whether they like the college;
they should be clear about their decision
when they speak with college administrators.
In the future, college reps will no longer
visit MUS students on campus. Instead,
these meetings will take place at night when
parents can attend.
Students should always introduce their
parents, and not the reverse. Students also
should request two letters of recommendation from their teachers during their junior
year. Colleges will only look at two, so it’s

not advisable to send more. It is unknown
which two will be read and it’s more
effective for college officials to read
teachers’ comments.
Overall, Smith wants students
and parents to understand the college
admissions process rather than fear it.
Both students and parents should feel
comfortable seeking advice from him
or Ms. Katie Parr, assistant director of
College Counseling, as they need assistance.
While Lower School students and
parents shouldn’t be overly concerned
with college admissions, they also should
understand that students are developing
routines that later will either help or hurt
their college chances. Take care of the little
things because those little things add up.
And, speaking of little things, we
discussed a lot of little things over the
course of our eight Book Club meetings
and Parent Speaker Series events. I compiled our many lessons into this Top 10
List for 2010. While this list is certainly
not comprehensive of everything covered,
I believe it taps into some really important
lessons parents can learn not only from
books, but from others’ life experiences.
As a close to the school year, I
would like to thank every parent who has
participated in any of the educational
opportunities offered.

Parent Education 2010
Top Ten List
1. Car therapy – Listen to your child in the car; use this as a
time to hear about your child’s day. Kids tend to talk more
when eye contact is not required. Is your kid driving already
so he’s not in your car? Talk to him at night when his defenses
are down. He’s more likely to share his thoughts then.
2. Boys show love through action and connections instead of
words. In fact, they show a lot in their actions. Don’t wait for
words – they might not come.
3. Healthy relationships are so important, especially fatherson relationships. These should be shown or modeled rather
than discussed. Find common interests even if it pushes the
adult’s boundaries a little. “It’s who you are, not what you do.”
4. Adolescence does not have to be a period of strife;
change your role as parents from manager to consultant.
5. Use natural consequences; some punishments hurt the
parents more than the kids. Be realistic with consequences.
6. Have a plan! What is your drug and alcohol policy? Know
the drill before it happens and stick to your guns!
7. The sex talk – have it.
8. Screen time: Set boundaries and stick to them. Unplug
everything and be present.
9. Stop talking – listen.
10. Pick your battles. Challenge the big ones rather than
wasting your time on the “small things.”
Bonus: Each conversation you have with your child impacts
the next one. Pay attention, choose your tone, and build trust
each and every day.

An Enlightening Vacation
by Carson Smith ’11

While many students headed for beaches and ski slopes over spring break, a small group of
juniors and sophomores went on the Beantown Tour and visited some of the nation’s most prestigious
universities. After touring six schools in Boston for three days, the students gained a new perspective
on the college selection process.
Led by Mr. Brian K. Smith, director of College Counseling, and Ms. Katie Parr, assistant director of
College Counseling, juniors Ethan Landau, Matthias Leung, and Carson Smith and sophomores
Carson Smith
Jackson Darr, Nathan Franklin, Michael Green, and Henry Valk visited Boston College, Boston
University, Emerson College, Harvard University, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and Tufts University.
(front row, from left) Carson Smith, Nathan Franklin, Jackson Darr,
The visits comprised student-guided campus tours and information sessions about the college application and
(back row, from left) Michael Green, Henry Valk, Ethan Landau,
admission process. Seeing such a diverse group of schools gave students a broad overview of various types of colleges:
and Matthias Leung
urban versus suburban, Catholic versus non-denominational, and arts-intensive versus math-intensive. The trip also
gave students the opportunity to see what they want and do not want in a college.
The trip was not focused solely on the colleges themselves, as it is important to experience the city surrounding the school since that will become one’s new home for four years. To get a
sense of the city, students toured historic Fenway Park, major league baseball’s oldest stadium and home of the Boston Red Sox, and saw a Blue Man Group performance. MUS students also got
a taste of some of the area’s best restaurants including Legal Sea Foods and Maggiano’s Little Italy. Doing their best to live life as Bostonians, the students traveled almost exclusively on “the T,”
Boston’s mass public transportation system.
Touring colleges not only allows students to explore their options but also inspires them to look into the future and work toward a goal. These types of trips
demonstrate that college is not just the next step in education; rather, it is the first step into a new adult life. Seeing so many diverse schools shows students that
Inside MUS
all colleges are unique and that every student can find his perfect match.
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Come Explore Chicago With Us!
For Fall Break, pack your bags and travel to Chicago with Mr. Brian K. Smith and Ms. Katie Parr. Stops include
University of Chicago, Northwestern University, Lake Forest College, DePaul University, and Loyola University-Chicago.

Departing: Tuesday, October 5, 2010
Returning: Saturday, October 9, 2010
Cost: $1,500* (includes airfare, hotel, transportation, dinners, and an entertainment excursion in Chicago)
Sign up and pay the $200 deposit by August 20, with the final payment due September 1, 2010. Interested parties can
sign up in the College Counseling Office or fill out the registration form on the College Counseling page of the MUS Web
site and return the form by mail to: Mrs. Marge Roosa, College Counseling Office, 6191 Park Avenue, Memphis, TN 38119.
*Approximate cost depending on number of attendees

College

Corner:

by Ms. Katherine Broer Parr, Assistant Director of College Counseling

We are sad to see the Class of 2010 graduate
and go on their way, but we are so proud of their
achievements. They are going off to many wonderful colleges across the country, from Stanford
University to Oberlin College, from Dartmouth
College to the Naval Academy, from Eckerd College
to Tufts University, and so many more.
The Class of 2010 was accepted to 119
schools in 23 states as well as Washington, DC, British Columbia, and
Scotland. To date, this year’s graduates received more than $11.8 million
in scholarships, many of those full tuition awards.
Among the many scholarships offered to the members of the Class of
2010 are the University of North Carolina’s Morehead-Cain Scholarship, the
University of North Carolina’s Roberston Scholarship, Vanderbilt University’s
Cornelius Vanderbilt Scholarship, Rhodes College’s Cambridge Fellowship,
and many more.
We are proud of the Class of 2010, and we wish them all the best as
they move into their college years.
It is now time for the Class of 2011 to move on to the next phase of
their lives and take on the privileges and responsibilities of being a senior.
If your son is a rising senior, he has some College Counseling assignments
to complete over the summer so that he’ll be ready to start the college

University of Arkansas-bound Daniel Clark
and Boston College-bound Ted Fockler
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application process when he returns to school in the fall. He should complete
the Senior Summer Survey on Naviance Family Connection by the end of the
summer. This survey will enable us to get to know more about him and all of his
achievements and will help us when writing his college recommendations.
The second assignment he has to complete over the summer is to write a
college application essay. Although some colleges do not require an essay with
the application, we ask that every rising senior write one over the summer. An
essay could be required for a variety of applications, and we want your son to
be prepared. He should choose one of the essay prompts found on the Common
Application (www.commonapp.org). They are:
1. Evaluate a significant experience, achievement, risk you have taken, or
ethical dilemma you have faced and its impact on you.
2. Discuss some issue of personal, local, national, or international concern and
its importance to you.
3. Indicate a person who has had a significant influence on you and describe
that influence.
4. Describe a character in fiction, a historical figure, or a creative work (as in art,
music, science, etc.) that has had an influence on you and explain that influence.
5. A range of academic interests, personal perspectives, and life experiences
adds much to the educational mix. Given your personal background, describe
an experience that illustrates what you would bring to the diversity of a college
community or an encounter that demonstrated the importance of diversity to you.
6. Topic of your choice.

Wilson Orr will be attending the University
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Will Taylor, who is headed to Princeton, and
John Michael Hoyle, who will be attending
Vanderbilt University

Parents’ Association Board of Directors
2009 -10

Notes From the Chairs
by Theresa and Frank Stone, Parents’ Association Co-Chairs

Chairmen: Theresa and Frank Stone
Secretary: Lynn and Dudley Schaefer ’76
Treasurer: Carol and Mack McCaul
Membership: Antzee and Pat Magruder
Communication/Parent Education: Kristi and Keith Collins
Sports Coordinator: Nancy and Lowell Hays,
Karen and Larry Klawinski
Arts Coordinator: Laurie and Brian Lewandowski
Grandparents: Julie and Rob Hussey ’81
Exchange Student: Sally and Alan Perry
Fundraising: Lysbeth and Hugh Francis ’76
Phonathon: Glennie and Dean Klug
Admissions: Edie and David George ’75
Hospitality: Kim and Rob Pickering
Upper School Hospitality: Donna and Steve Bell
Lower School Hospitality: Catherine and Ray Stallings
Senior Class Rep: Missy and Rusty Hensley
Junior Class Rep: Barbara and Gary Meloni
Sophomore Class Rep: Kelly and Bruce Cunningham
Freshman Class Rep: Susan and Scott Plunkett
Eighth-Grade Class Rep: Missy and Todd Stockstill
Seventh-Grade Class Rep: Marilyn and Steve Hergenrader ’77

To all the MUS students,
parents, and faculty:
We appreciate the outpouring expressions of
love, notes, and prayers. Thank you all for the
wonderful food, the many
beautiful flowers you sent, the
donations to charity in memory
of Steve, and, most of all, for
the support you have given to

Martin Luther said, “When schools
flourish, all flourishes.” The weight of
this statement was never more evident
than on May 16, 2010, at the MUS
commencement ceremonies. What a
moment in time! What a class! The
Class of 2010 has flourished.
Frank and I would like to express
our gratitude for the opportunity to
have served as the Parents’ Association
Senior Rocky Stone, Frank Stone, Hutchison
sophomore AB Stone, and Theresa Stone
chairmen these past 12 months. It has
been a truly amazing year for the Parents’ Association, the school, and us.
Thanks to the wonderful parents who have generously given of their time and
talents to MUS and our sons this past year by serving on the PA with us. This was
a wonderful opportunity to serve alongside you – our friends and fellow stewards.
Special thanks go to Missy and Rusty Hensley for steering the senior parents
through all the festivities in the final months before graduation, a magical time filled
with special memories and lots of hard work.
Donna and Steve Bell coordinated the senior picnic, which was held at Stokes
Stadium on a beautiful April day. The boys enjoyed this time immensely. Thanks
to the Bells.
Laurie and Brian Lewandowski did a super job coordinating flowers, snacks,
dinner, and ticket sales for the musical Annie Get Your Gun. It was a huge success
because of all the hard work of the volunteers, staff, and students who gave of their
time and talents to entertain us all. Well done!
All of the grade reps ended the year with a strong finish, hosting wine and
cheese parties, coffees, walking the track, and lunches. All of you have done a great
job this year, and we thank you for your coordination, e-mails, and organization as
the grade reps.
Sally and Alan Perry did an outstanding job for our exchange student,
Alasdair Smith. They were responsible for meet-and-greet parties as well as
setting up host homes for him during his stay. They also coordinated college visits,
Christmas break, and spring break for Alasdair. Thank you for a job well done.
To the host families, we would like to say thank you for opening your homes
to Alasdair this past year. He was a treat to have, and we look forward to having
another student from Alasdair’s school coming to join us this fall. This is a
testimony to your warm reception of Alasdair and is a vital part of the future for
this exchange program.
Next year promises to be as exciting as the one just past, but only if you
participate and flourish along with MUS and your sons. Be sure to join the PA
this coming fall.
All the best to those senior parents as you send your sons off to college this fall.

us during these past weeks.
Parker Wilson ’10 and Dottie Wilson
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2010

August 12		
			
September 6		
September 15		
		
October 6-8		
October 24		
November 24-26		
December 13-17		
December 17		

2011

Non-profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

January 3		
January 17		
February 21 		
March 11, 14-18 		
April 22 			
May 2-6			
May 9-11			
May 19-20, 23-25 		
May 15 			
May 26 			
			

The MUS Mission
Memphis University School is a college-preparatory school dedicated to academic excellence and the
development of well-rounded young men of strong moral character, consistent with the school’s Christian tradition.

Convocation Day
(first day of school, half-day)
Labor Day Holiday
Parent Back to School Day
(Student Holiday)
Fall Break
Open House
Thanksgiving Holidays
Semester Exams
Last Day of First Semester

First Day of Second Semester
Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday
Presidents’ Day Holiday
Spring Break
Good Friday
Senior Exams/AP Exams
AP Exams Continued
Underclassmen Exams
Graduation Exercises
Last School Day for
Underclassmen (half-day)

* For a complete listing of all MUS events, please visit
www.musowls.org and go to our online calendar.

MUST C Productions’ 2010-11
The Drowsy Chaperone
Nov. 4, 6-8
Directed by Mr. Tim Greer and Mr. Flip Eikner ’77
Neovox: move, a dance revue
Feb. 3, 5 and 7
With choreography by
Kenny Johnson ’11
Treasure Island
April 8-11
Robert Louis Stevenson’s pirate classic
Adapted and directed by Mr. Tim Greer

